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Ineipit  prologs  bbalarid^i  Cautnarl-auium.  p-s'i :] 
pITflU  fat  Aprillp  wy|>u  his  schoiirea  auote . 

fe  Jrought  of  Miircliu  hajie  pcned  lo  po  rootc . 

And  ba])L'a  c-ucrj'  vcyno  in  «uohe  lycoure. 

Of  wliithe  verUiQ  en-^QV.il-r  ia  Jie  ilnmi^ ,  4 

"Wlian  ^ephirua  eke  wtUi  his  Hvveti;  lii'c[te . 

Inspired  hajie  in  euo/^  hulta  awfi  luillic. 

The  teudre  croppea  and  fie  }ong<i  boiuh  . 

Ilafe  in  fo  Ra;,imo  his  half  luura  roimc .       6 
And  Sioal  foulfts  maten  melodye. 
[lal  al'.'pftn  al  nyht  wi{i  o]>pii  ,  yhe . 
t?i>  prikkelj  liem  nature  in  her  coragci' , 
Than  longi^n  ftilke  to  goiie  one  pilgriniagca ,  13 

Atii  palnieres  for  to  sceku  atrauiigerc  stroncloa. 
To  feme  hftlowea  cowf  e  in  suniJn;  IouiIi.'m  . 
And  spccialy  tcuta  tnery  scliyj^s  ende . 
Of  Ingelondt  to  Cantcvburi  fci  wi.'ndi;  111 

Til.'  lioly  l)lL-fiiI  Wai-tir'  for  to  sclio 
Tliat  hem  haji  holjien  whan  fei  were  ripke 
It  be  fcl  fan  in  fat  eesofte  vpon  a  daii; 
In  Sutliewerke  alt  fe  tabard  aa  .1.  laii>  "20 

l^edi  to  wende  on  uiy  pilgreniagt; . 
To  Ctinterburic  wif  ful  deuoute  ('orago . 
At  nyhte  was  conn;  iii-to  fat  boslellino 
"We!  -Nyne  and  twenty  on  a  eompanyi:  2 1 

Of  Boiiilce  I'olke  be  auenture  yfalle 
In  fehiuscbipe  an-.l  Pilgrimefi  wp.ro  fei  alie 
To-warile  Canterturi  fat  wolde  riJo 
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Tlie  Chambre8  arid  stables  weren  %vvde  28 

And  wele  weren  esede  at  jje  besto 
An  schortly  whan  ]?e  sou  was  to  reste 
8o  Lad  .1.  spoken  w/t/*  hem  euerychone 
fat  .1.  was  of  hei^  felawschep  anone  32 

*  And  maade  forwarde  erly  f  jr  to  rise 

'^  To  take  owre  waie  fare  q^  .1.  30WC  deuise 

Bot  nafeles  while  .1.  haiiC  time  ajid  space 
J  Er  fat  .1.  forf er  in  f is  tak  pace .  3C 

Me  fenkof  it  accordant  to  resOr."* 
I  To  tcit  ^owe  aih^  f  0  condiciolie 

C)f  icluj  of  hem  so  as  it  semed  me 

And  which e  f  ei  were  ajid  of  whate  degre  40 

And  eke  in  whatte  araie  fat  f ei  were  inne 

And  att  a  knyhte  fan  wold  .1.  furst  bc-ginnc . 

A  Knyght  f^^re  was  a?id  fat  a  M'orfi  man  11  e  oeai'j,back] 

That  fro  fe  time  fat  ho  firbt  bc-ganne  44 

To  rydcn  owte  ho  loued  cheualrio 

Trt'Uf e  and  honoure  fredome  cnid  curtcsit^ 

lliil  worf  i  was  he  in  his  lordes  werre 

And  f  ar-to  had  he  riden  no  man  so  ferre  48 

u\s  wele  in  Cristendom  as  in  heyfennebse 

And  euero  honoured  for  his  worfincs.se. 

Ait  Ahi<ander  ho  was  whan  it  was  woniie 

flul  oft  time  ho  had  be  bor<lc  bo-i^^oamo  52 

Abouo  al  nacions  in  Pruco 

In  Lettowe  had  he  reysod  and  in  Euce 

]So  (Jristencman  so  oft  of  his  do<»rro 

In  CTernado  att  fe  scgo  eke  had  he  be  56 

Of  Ali'cziro  and  riden  hud  in  Iklniarvo 

Att  Ia'»(.'3  was  he  and  att  b'atilyo 

"\\1ian  f  (d  were  wonnc .  ami  in  f  0  grtle  see 

Att  niony  a  noble  Armc  had  ho  bi.-o  00 

Att  ^lortcl  Batailles  had  he  be  liftfiio 

And  fowhten  for  owre  feife  alt  Tram ■-;>-•«_ no. 

In  listcs  fries  and  ay  isleyuo  his  i\n) 
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This  ilke  worJ)i  knylite  hade  hene  also  64 

Some  tim  ynfe  pe  lorde  of  Paktye 

A^eine  ano)jer  heij^en  in  Turkye 

And  euer  more  he  bad  a  souereine  prise 

And  Jwughe  ]>at  he  was  worJ)i  he  was  wise  68 

And  of  his  poite  as  meke  as  is  a  maide 

He  neuer  3it  no  velany  seide 

In  al  his  life  til  no  maner  wyght 

He  was  a  veirey  pprfite  gentil  knyht  72 

ffor  to  tel  30we  of  his  araye 

His  hors  was  goode  hot  he  was  nouhte  gaye 

Oflf  ffustion  he  werede  a  Gepofi 

Att  be-smoteide  wif  his  haburgen .  76 

fTor  he  was  late  come  fro  his  yiage 

And  went  for  to  done  his  Pilgrimage 

Wip  hime  ])are  was  his  sonne  a  ^onge  swicre 

A  louyer  and  a  losti  bachellere  80 

Wif  lokkes  crulle  as  J)ei  were  leide  in  presee 

Of  .XX.  3eres  of  age  he  was  .1.  gesse . 

Of  his  stature  he  was  of  eaen  lenge}>e 

And  wonderly  deliuer .  and  grete  of  6trenkeJ>e  84 

And  he  had  be  sume  time  in  cheualrie  fiear  s] 

In  fflandres  in  Artoys  and  in  Pykardie 

And  borne  him  wele  as  of  so  litel  space 

In  hope  to  stonden  in  lus  lady  grace  88 

Embrowded  was  he  as  it  were  a  mede 

Al  ful  of  firissche  flowies  white  and  rede 

Singeinge  he  was  or  flowteinge  al  fe  daie 

He  was  al  so  fresche  aaia  pe  mone])  of  maie  .  92 

Schort  was  his  goune  wit^  sleues  longe  and  wide 

Wele  couj^  he  sitte  on  an  horse  and  faixe  ride 

He  con]>e  songes  make  and  wele  endite 

luste  and  eke  dannce  and  wele  purtreie  and  write  96 

So  hote  he  loued  }>at  be  nyghter  teJe 

He  slepete  no  more  ])an  do]}e  fe  nyhtegale 

Corteis  he  was  lowly  and  s^ruisable 
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And  karf  to-for  his  fader  att  pe  table  100 

A  ^oman  had  he  and  seruantes  no  moo 

Att  pdkt  time  for  him  Hste  ride  soo 

And  he  was  cladde  in  cote  and  hoode  of  grene 

A  scheef  of  pokoke  arwes  brilit  and  kene  104 

Vnder  his  belte  he  bare  ful  f reftelie 

"Wele  couje  he  drese  his  takel  3emonlie 

His  arwes  drouped  nouht  wip  fejjeres  lowe 

And  in  his  honde  he  bare  a  myhti  bo  we  108 

A  notte  hede  had  he  wi}>  a  broune  visage 

Of  wodecraft  wele  couje  he  al  J)e  vsago 

Vpon  his  arme  ho  bare  a  gaie  brasere 

And  be  his  side  a  swerde  ami  a  bokelere  112 

And  on  pat  opere  side  a  gaie  daggere . 

Hemeyste  wele  and  scharpe  as  fe  pointe  of  a  spero . 

A  cAm^ofur  on  his  breste  of  siluer  schene . 

An  home  he  bare  }>e  bawdrik  was  of  grene  1 1 C 

A  forster  was  he  so]?elye  as  .1.  gesse . 

IF  Thare  was  also  a  Nonne  a  Prioresse 

That  of  hir  smylejmge  was  ful  simple  and  coye 

Hei*  grettest  oje  was  hot  be  seint  Loye .  120 

And  sche  was  cleped  Madame  Englentyne 

ffiil  wele  sche  songe  J)e  seruise  deuine 

Entnned  in  hir  nose  ful  semcly . 

And  franche  sche  spake  ful  faire  and  fetisly  124 

After  fe  scole  att  Stretford  att  Bowe 

ffor  frenche  of  Paris  was  to  hire  vnknowe 

Att  mete  wele  ytauhte  was  sche  witA-att 

Sche  lete  no  morsel  fro  hir  lippes  fatt 

Ke  wete  hir  fingeres  in  hir  sauce  depe 

Wele  coujje  sche  cary  a  morsel  and  wel  kepo 

fat  no  drope  ne  fel  vpon  hir  breste 

In  curtesie  was  sette  ful  muchel  her  leste 

Hii*  ouere-lippe  sche  wyped  so  clene 

That  in  hir  coppe  Jer  was  no  fat  }>inge  sene 

Of  grece  whan  sche  had  dronken  hii^  drawhte 
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fful  semelye  after  hii'  mete  sche  rawhte  •  136 

And  sekerly  sclie  was  of  grete  disporte . 

And  ful  plesant  and  ful  amyable  of  porto 

And  peyned  hir  to  counterfet  chere 

Of  Couite  and  to  be  stalyche  of  Manere  HO 

And  to  be  holden  digne  of  reuerence 

Bot  for  to  speke  of  hire  Conscience 

Sche  was  so  charitable  and  so  pytous . 

Sche  wolde  wepe  ^if  j^at  sche  sawe  a  mouse  1 44 

Eanht  in  a  trape  if  it  ware  dede  or  bledde 

Of  smale  houndes  had  sche  Jiat  sche  fedde 

Wi])  rostede  flesche  or  melke  or  wastel  brede 

Bot  sore  wepped  sche  if  one  of  hem  were  dede  148 

Or  if  men  smote  it  wi]>  a  3erde  smart 

And  al  was  conscience  and  tendur  herte 

finl  semely  hir^  wympul  pinched  was 

Hire  nose  was  streihte  hei'  yhen  was  grci  as  glas  152 

Hire  monj^e  ful  smal .  and  fere-to  soft  and  rede 

Bot  sekurly  sche  had  a  faire  forhede 

It  was  al-moste  a  spanne  brode  .1.  trowe 

ffor  hardely  sche  was  nouhte  vnder  growe  156 

fful  fetis  was  hif  cloke  as  .1.  was  wai' 

Of  smale  coral  aboute  hir  harme  sche  bai' 

A  peire  of  Bedes  gauded  al  wi])  grene 

And  ]>ere-one  honge  a  broche  of  golde  ful  schcno  160 

On  whiche  l^are  was  firste  wreten  wi])  a  crowned  .A. 

And  After  Amor  vincit  omnia . 

IT  A  no])er  nonne  wyj)  hif  had  sche 

fai  was  hir  Ghapeleyne  and  prestos  pre  164 

A  monke  pere  was  a  faire  for  pe  maistre 

An  owte-rider  pat  loued  yenere 

A  manly  man  to  bene  an  Abbot  Able 

ffol  mony  a  daynte.  hors  hade  he  in  stable  168 

And  whanne  he  rode  men  myht  his  bridele  here         [leaf «] 

Gyngelinge  in  a  whistelinge  wynde  al  so  clere 

And  eke  as  lowde  as  doj^e  pe  chapel  belle 
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There  as  Jis  lorde  was  keper  of  Je  selle  172 

The  rewle  of  seint  Maure  or  of  seint  Beneyte 

Be  cause  fat  it  was  olde  and  somdele  streyte 

This  ilke  monke  lete  olde  ])inges  pace 

And  helde  after  )>e  newe  werde  Je  pace  176 

He  ^af  nouht  of  j^e  text  a  pulled  heiine 

})at  seij^e  j^at  hunteres  be])e  nouht  holy  menne 

"Ne  that  a  monke  whan  he  is  reoheles 

Is  likkened  til  a  fische  ])at  is  waterles .  180 

That  is  to  seie  A  monke  oute  of  his  cloistre 

Bot  ])ilk6  text  held  he  nouht  worj^e  an  hoistre 

And  .L  seide  his  opinione  was  goode 

Whatt  scholde  he  stodie  and  make  him  selfe  wode        184 

Vpon  a  hoke  in  cloister  al-weie  to  powre 

Or  S¥r3rnke  wi}>  his  hondes  and  laboure 

As  Austine  bite  howe  schal  pe  werld  be  serued 

Latte  Austine  haue  his  swynke  to  him  Tese[T]ued  1 88 

Thare-for  he  was  a  prikswoure  a  right 

Grehoundes  he  had  as  swift  as  foules  in  flyht 

Of  Prikinge  and  of  huntynge  for  J)e  hare . 

Was  al  his  lust  for  no  cost  wolde  he  spare .  192 

.1.  seighe  his  sleues  purfiled  att  pe  honde 

WiJ)  Gryse  and  fat  f e  fynest  of  a  londe 

And  for  to  festen  pe  hode  vnder  his  chynne 

He  had  of  golde  wrought  a  ful  coriouso  pinne  196 

A  loue  knotte  on  pe  gretter  hende  pere  was 

His  hede  was  balled  fat  schone  as  any  glas 

And  eke  his  face  as  he  had  be  anoynte 

He  was  a  lorde  ful  fatte  and  in  goode  pointe .  200 

His  yhen  stepe  and  rollinge  in  his  hede 

That  stemed  as  a  fumeis  of  a  lede 

His  botes  souple  his  hors  in  grete  astate 

Nowe  certeynely  he  was  a  faire  prelate .  204 

He  nas  nouht  pale  as  a  forpyned  goste 

A  fatte  swanne  loued  he  best  of  any  roste 

His  Palfrei  was  as  broune  as  is  a  burye 
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%  A  £rere  pane  was  a  wanton  and  maiye .  208 

A  iTmitur  a  fol  solempne  manne 

In  alf  pe  orderes  foore  is  none  fat  canne . 

So  muche  of  daliance  and  faire  langage  U^*»  buk] 

He  had  maade  ful  mouj  a  manage .  212 

Of  9onge  wemmen  att  his  owen  cost 

Yn-to  his  order  he  was  a  nobel  post 

fPid  wele  be-loued  and  famnlier  was  he . 

"Wiih  firankeleyns  oner  al  in  his  contre .  216 

*9^d  wij>  worjje  wewimen  of  J)e  toune 

ffor  he  had  power  of  confessione 

As  seide  him  selfe  more  ^an  a  carato 

ffor  [of]  his  order  he  was  licenciate  220 

ffiil  swetely  herde  he  confession 

And  plesant  was  his  absolacion . 

He  was  an  hesy  man  to  ^ef  penance 

Ther  as  he  wiste  to  hane  a  goode  petance  22-1 

ffor  vn-to  a  poore  order  for  to  ^eue 

Is  singne  ^at  a  man  is  wel  yschrine 

ffor  if  he  ^af  he  dorst  make  avaont 

He  wist  fat  a  man  was  repentaunt  228 

ffor  mony  a  man  so  harde  is  of  his  herte 

He  male  nonht  wepe  al  ]K)uhe  he  sore  smerte 

There-for  in  stede  of  wepeynge  and  preyeres 

Men  mote  ^ine  siluer  to  fe  poore  freres  232 

His  tepet  was  ay  farset  ful  of  knynes 

And  pinnes  for  to  ^ene  faire  wynes 

And  certeinli  he  had  a  mery  note 

Wele  coxipe  he  singen  aTid  pleine  on  a  rote  236 

Of  ^eddinges  he  bare  witterli  pe  pris 

His  neke  white  was  as  pQ  flonre  delis 

Ther-to  he  was  also  stronge  as  a  champioune 

He  knewe  pe  tauemes  wele  in  euery  towne .  240 

And  eneryche  hosteler  or  a  tapestere 

Better  j^an  a  la^ar  or  a  Begger 

ffcft  yn-to  suche  a  wor])i  man  as  he 
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Accorded  nouht  as  be  his  fiaciilte  244 

To  haue  wij)  sucho  seke  lazerz  acqxiayntance 

Tt  is  nouht  honest  it  maie  nouht  avaunce 

ifor  to  dele  wiJ)  suche  poraile 

Bot  al  wip  riche  and  seller  of  vitaile  248 

And  ouere  al  fare  as  profet  schold  arise 

Curteise  he  was  and  lowly  of  seruyse 

^QT  nas  no  man  noghwere  so  vertuous 

He  was  pe  hest  begger  in  his  hous  252 

[ 

.     .     .     .     :     ....     wo  gap  in  the  AfS.] 

fFor  J)ouhe  a  widowe  had  nouht  a  scho  pcaf  5] 

So  plesande  was  his  in  principio . 

3it  wolde  he  haue  a  ferf  inge  ar  he  wente 

His  purchas  was  wel  better  fan  his  rent  256 

And  rage  he  couf  e  riht  as  it  were  a  whelpe 

In  louedaies  fare  coufe  he  muchel  helpe 

ifor  fere  he  was  not  liche  a  cloistrere 

Wif  a  f  rede-bare  cope  as  a  pouer  scolere  260 

JBot  he  was  lyke  a  Maistre  or  a  Pope 

Of  dowble  worstede  was  his  semy-cope 

J5at  rounde  as  a  belt  out  f  e  presse 

Somwhat  he  lisped  for  his  wantonesse  264 

To  make  his  3mgelische  swete  vpon  his  tonge 

And  in  his  harpeinge  whan  he  had  songe 

His  yhen  twynkeled  in  his  heued  ariht 

As  dofe  f e  sterres  in  fe  froste  nyht  268 

This  worfe  LimetoMr  was  cleped  Huberd 

%  A  marchant  was  fere  yrith  a  forked  berde 

In  motteley .  and  hye  on  hors  he  satte 

Vpon  his  heued  a  fflaundrisshe  beuere  hatte  272 

His  botes  clasped  faire  and  fetislye 

His  resons  he  spake  ful  solemplye 

Scheweynge  alwey  f  encres  of  his  wynynge 

He  wolde  fe  se  were  keppede  for  any  f inge  276 

Bo-twyx  Middelburgli .  and  Orewette 
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Wele  con])e  he  in  eschaimge  scheldes  sette 

This  wor]>i  man  ful  wel  his  wit  be-sette 

Thare  wist  no  white  j^at  he  was  in  dette  280 

So  estately  was  he  of  his  Gouernance 

Wi]>  his  Bargeynes  and  wip  his  chenisance 

fifor  so])e  he  was  a  wor])i  man  wip  afi 

Bot  sothelj  to  seine  .1.  note  howe  men  him  catt  284 

If  A  clerke  pere  was  of  Oxenforde  also 

pat  Tnto  Jjo^que  had  longe  ygo 

As  lene  was  his  hors  as  was  a  rake 

And  he  was  nonht  riht  fat  .1.  vndertake  288 

Bot  loked  holwhe  and  ]>er-to  soburly 

ffnl  ])redebare  was  his  oner  courteby 

ffor  he  had  geten  him  no  benefice 

Ne  was  so  werdly  to  haue  office  292 

ffor  him  was  lener  haue  att  his  bed  hede 

Twenty  bokes  cladde  in  blak  and  rede . 

Of  Anstotle  and  his  philo[so]phi  [leaf  5,  back] 

J>an  Eobes  Biche  or  Phe))el  or  gay  Sautry  296 

Bot  al  by  ^at  he  was  a  Philosophre 

3it  had  he  bot  litel  golde  in  Cophre 

Bot  al  ])at  he  myht  on  his  firendes  hento 

On  bokes  and  on  lerenynge  he  it  spente  300 

And  besily  gan  for  ])0  sowles  preye 

Of  hem  fat  ^af  him  where-wi)j  for  to  scoleye 

Of  studye  toke  he  most  cure  and  mosto  hede 

Not  a  worde  more  spak  he  ]?an  was  nede  304 

And  ]>at  was  seide  in  forme  and  renerence 

And  schorte  and  whike  and  ful  of  hihe  sentence 

Sownynge  in  morafi  vertue  was  his  speche 

And  gladely  wolde  he  leren .  and  gladly  teche  308 

A  Seriant  of  J>e  lawe  wai'  and  wyse 

))at  often  had  bene  att  pe  paniise 

))at  was  also  ful  riche  of  excellence 

Discrete  he  was  and  of  grete  reuerence  312 

Him  semed  swyche  his  wordes  weren  so  wyeo 
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lustice  he  was  fal  often  in  assise 

Be  Patent  and  be  pleine  commissioi^n 

fifor  his  science  and  his  hihe  renoztn  316 

Of  fees  and  robes  had  he  manyone 

So  grete  a  purchasour  was  nowhere  none 

Al  was  fe  sjmple  to  him  in  effecte 

His  purchasinge  miht  nouht  be  enfecte  320 

No-wher  so  besy  a  man  as  he  ])are  nas 

And  jitte  he  semed  bisier  )>an  he  was 

In  termes  had  he  cas  and  domes  all: 

y&t  fro  fe  time  of  Kjmge  William  were  fait  324 

Thare-to  he  coujie  endite  and  make  a  pmge 

There  cou])e  no  whight  pinche  att  his  writeinge 

And  emery  statut  covipe  he  pleine  be  rote 

He  rode  Rode  hot  homely  in  Medle  cote  328 

Gerde  vrip  a  seint  of  silke  withe  wtt/i  barres  smale 

Of  his  aray  tel  .1.  no  longer  tale 

IT  A  frankelein  was  in  his  companye 

White  was  his  berde  as  is  ])e  dayse  332 

Of  his  complexion  he  was  sangwyne 

Wele  loued  he  be  pQ  morwe  a  soppe  in  wyne 

To  leuen  in  delit  euer  was  his  wonne 

ffor  he  was  Opioumes  owne  sonne  336 

That  helde  opinione  ]>at  pleine  delite  [loar  a] 

Was  verrey  feUcite  perfite 

An  howse-halder  and  )>at  a  grete  was  he 

Seint  Inlian  he  was  in  his  countre  340 

His  brede  his  ale  was  alwey  after  one 

A  better  envined  man  was  neuer  none 

Wi])  owte  bakemete  was  neuer  his  howse 

Of  fiOssche  of  flessche  and  ])at  so  plentiaoase  344 

It  snewide  in  his  house  of  mete  and  drinke 

Of  al  Deynte))es  ])at  men  cou])e  ])enke 

After  ])e  sondri  sesons  of  j^e  jere 

So  chaunged  he  his  mete  and  his  soper  348 

fful  many  a  fat  partriche  had  he  in  Mewe 
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AimI  monj  a  breme  oTid  monj  a  luce  in  stewe 

Woo  was  his  coke  bot  his  saace  were 

Ponyant  and  schafpe  and  redy  al  his  gcie  352 

His  table  dormant  in  his  hafi  alweie 

8tode  redy  coueied  al  ^  longe  dele. 

Att  Sessions  fere  was  he  loide  and  sire 

ffnl  oft  time  he  was  knight  of  fe  schire  356 

An  Anelas  and  a  gisper  al  of  silke 

Honge  att  his  geidel  white  as  mome  melke 

A  Schirrif  had  he  bene  and  a  comptooie 

Was  nowher  snche  a  worj^i  Tavisonre .  360 

An  Haberdassher  and  a  Carpentere 

A  webbe  a  dyere .  and  a  tapecere 

And  yd  were  clofed  alt  in  o  liuere 

Of  a  solempne  and  a  grete  fi&atemite  364 

ffnl  fiische  and  newe  hire  gere  arpyked  was 

Hei'e  knyaes  ware  chaped  nooht  vnp  bras 

Bot  al  wi^  sUaer  wrowht  fnl  clene  and  wele 

H^e  girdeles  and  her  poaches  eneiydele  368 

We}e  semed  iche  of  hem  a  hue  burgeise 

To  sitten  in  a  ^elde  halt  on  ^e  hihe  dese 

'Eneryche  for  pQ  wisdom  ]>at  he  kanne 

Was  Bchapely  for  to  bene  an  Alderman  372 

ffor  catel  had  ^  ynowhe  and  rente 

And  eke  here  wyves  it  wolde  wele  assente 

And  elles  certein  fei  were  to  blame 

It  is  ful  faire  to  be  deped  ma  dame  376 

And  gone  to  vigiles  al  to-fore 

And  haae  a  mantil  ryaliche  ybore 

IT  A  Cooke  ^i  had  wi^  hem  for  pe  nones  [iMf «;  iMck] 

To  Boile  fe  Chikenes  wi^  fe  mery  bones  380 

And  ponder  Marchant  tarte  and  Gralingalo 

Wele  conjw  he  knowe  a  drawht  of  londen  ale 

He  conjw  roste  and  sethe  and  broile  and  fiye 

Maken  Mortrenx  and  wele  bake  a  pye  384 

Bot  grete  harme  was  it  as  it  ])oaht  me 
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Bolde  was  hif  face  and  faire  and  rede  of  hewe 

Sche  was  a  wor]7e  womman  al  hir  lyue 

Ho6l)ondes  att  ])e  cherche  dore  sche  had  five .  460 

Wif  owten  o)>er  company  in  hir  ^ou])e 

Bot  per&of  nede])  nonht  to  speke  as  nou]>e 

An  Juries  had  sche  be  att  lerusalem  neaf  7,  back] 

Sche  had  passed  many  a  strange  streme  464 

Att  Home  sche  had  bene  att  Boloyne 

In  Galis  att  seinte  lame  and  att  Coloyngne 

Sche  coufe  muche  on  wandrynge  be  J>e  weie 

Gate  to]>ede  was  sche  sothely  for  to  seye  468 

Ypon  an  Amblere  ful  esely  sche  satte 

.Y-wymplede  wele  and  one  hir  heued  an  hatte 

As  brode  as  is  a  bokelere  or  elles  a  targe 

A  fotmantil  Srbonte  hir  hippes  large  472 

And  on  hir  feet  a  paire  of  spores  scharpe 

In  felauschepe  wele  conpe  sche  lawghe  and  carpe  • 

Of  remedies  of  loue  sche  cou^e  parchaunce 

ffor  sche  couthe  of  ]}at  arte  pe  colde  daimce  476 

^  A  goode  man  was  ])ere  of  religione 

And  was  a  poure  persone  of  a  toune 

Bot  riche  he  was  of  holy  fonht  and  werke 

He  was  also  a  lemede  man  and  a  clerko  480 

J)at  crist  gospett  trewly  wolde  preche 

His  pansshins  deuowtely  wolde  he  teche 

Benygne  he  was  and  wonder  diligente 

And  in  aduersite  ful  paciente  484 

And  suche  he  was  preuede  oft  sithcs 

fful  lo])e  were  him  to  cursen  for  his  tijTcs  ! 

Bot  rajer  wolde  he  ^euen  owte  of  doute  | 

Vnto  his  pouer  perisshens  aboate  488  | 

Of  his  OfiPringe  and  of  his  substance 

He  covipQ  in  litel  ])inge  haue  suffisauce 

Wyde  was  his  parisshe  and  houses  fer  in  sondero 

Bot  he  ne  left  nowtht  for  reyne  ne  for  )>ondere  492 

In  sekenes  nor  in  Meschof  to  visite 
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The  fferrest  in  bis  parische  moste  and  lite 

Ypon  his  fete  and  in  his  honde  a  staf 

This  noble  ensample  to  his  schepe  he  jaf  496 

))at  ferst  he  wrouhte  and  afterwarde  he  tawbt 

Owte  of  ]>e  gospel  he  po  wordes  kauht 

And  ]}]s  figoie  eke  he  hadded  ^T-to 

pai  if  gold  rust  what  schold  yren  do  500 

ffor  if  a  preste  be  fonle  of  whome  we  truste 

1^0  wonder  is  a  lewde  man  to  ruste 

And  schame  it  is  if  a  preste  take  kepe 

A  schiten  schiperd  to  se  and  a  cleyne  schepe  504 

TVel  owhte  a  preste  ensample  for  to  3iae  [leaf  &] 

Be  his  clennes  how  his  schepe  scholde  line 

He  sett  nouht  lus  benefice  to  hire 

And  lete  his  schepe  acmnbrede  in  ])e  mire  508 

And  Ean  to  London  vn-to  seint  poules 

To  seke  him  a  chaunteiy  to  singe  for  sowles 

Or  wi^  a  breferhede  to  be  wi^holde 

Bot  dwelte  att  home  and  keped  wel  his  folde  512 

So  ]rat  })e  wolfe  ne  maade  it  nonhte  mjscario 

He  was  a  scheparde  and  noujt  a  mercenarie 

And  ])onhe  he  holy  were  and  yertaons 

He  was  nouht  to  sinful  men  dispitous  516 

^e  of  his  speche  daungerouse  ne  digne 

Bot  in  his  techinge  discrete  and  benigne 

To  drawen  folke  to  heuen  be  feirenesse 

Be  goode  ensample  ^Is  was  his  besinesse  520 

Bot  it  were  any  p^rsone  obstinate 

What  so  he  were  of  hihe  or  lowe  a^tate 

Him  wolde  he  snybbe  sharpelj  for  fe  nones 

A  better  preste  .1  trowe  pat  nowhere  none  es  524 

He  waited  after  no  pompe  and  reuerence . 

Ne  maked  him  a  spised  conscience 

Bot  cristes  lore  and  his  aposteles  twelue 

He  tauht  bot  first  he  folowed  in  hinri  seine  528 

If  Wi)?  him  l^are  was  a  plouheman  was  his  bro))er 
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J^are  cou)>e  no  man  bringe  bim  in  arerage 

Tbare  nas  Baillif  ne  berde  ne  of  ere  byne 

Tbat  be  ne  knewe  bis  sleybt  and  bis  Couyne  604 

Tbei  were  adrad  of  bim  as  of  })e  dej)e 

His  wonynge  was  ful  faire  vpon  an  bef e 

Wi)>  grene  trees  scbadowed  was  bis  place 

He  coujye  better  fan  bis  lorde  purcbace  608 

flful  ricbe  be  was  astored  pnuely 

His  lord  be  couf  e  wele  plese  subtily 

To  3iue  and  leune  bim  of  bis  owen  goode 

And  baue  a  }>onke  and  ^it  a  cote  and  an  boode  6 1 2 

In  30w]7e  be  bad  lerned  a  good  mistere 

He  was  a  wel  goode  wribt  a  carpentere 

Tbis  satt  vpon  a  fol  goode  stot 

Tbat  was  a  pomely  greye  aiid  bibte  Scot  616 

A  longe  surcote  of  peers  vpon  be  badde 

And  be  bis  side  be  bare  a  rusti  blade 

Of  Korjjefolk  was  fis  reue  wbicbe  .1.  teil" 

Be-siden  a  towne  men  clepen  it  baldeswefl*  620 

Tukked  be  was  as  is  a  frere  abowte 

And  euere  be  rode  binderest  of  owre  Rowte 

IT  A  SomynoMr  was  fer  wif  vs  in  fat  place 

J>at  bad  a  firy  Cberubynnes  face  624 

ffor  sausefleme  be  was  with  yben  narowe 

Als  bote  be  was  and  licberous  as  a  sparowe 

WiJ)  scalled  browes  blake  and  a  pilled  berde 

Of  bis  vesage  cbilderne  were  aferde  628 

Tber  nas  wbike-siluer  litarge  or  bremstone 

Boras  orsure  ne  oyle  of  tartre  none 

Ne  oyment  fat  wolde  dense  and  bite  i  leaf  p,  back] 

Tbat  bim  mybt  belpe  of  bis  wbelkes  wbite  632 

Nere  of  f  e  knobbes  sittinge  in  bis  cbekes 

Wele  loued  be  garlike  onyons  and  ^ite  lekes 

And  for  to  drinke  stronge  wyne  rede  as  blode 

Tban  wold  be  speke  and  crie  as  be  ware  wode  636 

And  wban  fat  be  wele  drongen  bad  f e  wyne 
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JMOi  wold  he  speke  no  worde  bot  latyne 

A  fewe  terems  had  he  two  or  thre 

That  he  had  lemed  owte  of  sum  decre  6^0 

Ho  wonder  is  he  herd  it  al  ]?e  daie 

And  eke  ^e  knowen  it  wele  howe  ])at  a  laio 

Kan  clepe  watt  aa  wele  as  kan  ]?e  pope 

Bot  who  60  cou])e  in  opei  )yinge  him  grope  644 

))an  had  he  spent  al  his  philosophie 

Ay  Qaestio  quid  luris  wold  he  crie 

He  was  a  gentil  harlot  and  a  kynde 

A  hotter  felawe  scholde  men  nouht  finde  648 

He  wolde  suffer  for  a  whart  of  wyne 

A  good  felaw  to  haue  his  concubyne 

A  twelmouj^e  and  excuse  him  att  fulle 

And  pnuely  eke  a  finche  cou])e  he  puUe  652 

And .  if  he  fonde  owhere  a  goode  felawe 

He  wolde  techen  him  to  haue  none  awe 

In  suche  cas  of  J)e  Archedekenes  Curse 

Bot  if  [a]  mannes  soule  were  in  his  parse  656 

ffor  in  his  purs  he  scholde  punyschede  be 

The  purse  es  J^e  Archedekenes  hell  seide  he 

Bot  wele  .1.  wote  he  lyede  riht  in  dede 

Of  curssinge  owht  yche  gilty  man  him  drede  660 

fTor  curs  wil  sle  riht  as  a-soyleynge  sauy}>e 

And  also  war  him  of  a  significauit 

In  dawngere  had  he  att  his  owen  gise 

The  ^onge  girles  of  )>e  diocise  664 

And  knewe  her  consel  and  what  was  al  here  rede 

A  garland  had  he  sett  ypon  his  hede 

As  grete  as  it  were  for  an  Alestake 

A  bokelere  had  he  made  him  of  a  kake  668 

IT  Wife  him  fere  rode  a  gentil  pa^'donere 

Of  Eouncyual  his  frende  arid  his  comper 

J»t  streyhte  was  comme  fro  }>e  courte  of  Rome 

flFul  loude  he  songe  come  hider  loue  to  me .  672 

This  Somenoure  bare  to  him  a  stif  bunloune  Oeaf  loi 
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Was  neuer  trompe  of  haKe  so  grete  a  soune 

This  pardoneie  had  here  as  3alowe  as  wax . 

Bot  smothe  it  henge  as  do])  a  strike  of  flax  .  676 

Bi  ounces  henge  his  lokkes  pai  he  hadde 

And  fer  wip  he  his  scholdrea  ouer  spradde 

But  )>inne  it  leie  be  culpones  one  and  one 

But  hode  for  lolyte  wered  he  none  680 

ffor  it  was  trussed  vp  in  his  walet 

Him  Jrouht  he  rode  al  of  fe  newe  get 

Discheuele  saue  his  cape  he  rode  al  bare 

Suche  glayiinge  yhen  had  he  as  it  were  an  hare  684 

A  vemicle  had  he  sewe  vpon  his  cape 

His  walet  [lay]  to  forne  him  in  his  lappe 

Bret  ful  of  pardon  comen  from  Rome  al  hote 

A  Yoyce  he  had  also  smale  as  it  were  a  goto  688 

No  berde  had  he  ne  neuer  schuld  haue 

As  smo]}e  it  was  as  it  were  late  schaue 

.1.  trowe  he  were  a  geldinge  or  a  mare 

Bot  of  his  craft  fro  Berwike  in  to  ware  692 

Ke  was  J)ere  suche  ano}>er  pardonere 

ffor  in  his  male  he  hadde  a  pylowbere 

Whiche  that  he  seide  was  owre  lady  veyle 

He  seide  he  had  a  gobet  of  ])e  seile  696 

That  seint  Peter  had  whan  ])at  he  wente 

Ypon  ])e  see  titt  ihesvL  cnst  him  hente 

He  had  a  croyce  of  Laton  ful  of  stones 

And  in  a  glasse  he  hadde  Pygges  bones  700 

Bot  wi])e  ])e8  relikes  whan  ])at  he  fonde 

A  pouer  person  dwellynge  vpon  londe 

Vppon  a  daie  he  gat  him  more  moneye 

Than  J^at  J>e  parson  gatte  in  pe  Monethes  tweye  704 

And  pus  wi])  feyned  flaterynge  and  Japes 

He  Maade  pe  parsone  and  pe  peple  his  Apes 

Bot  trewly  to  tellen  att  pe  laste 

He  was  in  pQ  cherche  a  noble  ecclesiaste  708 

Wele  coujje  he  rede  a  lesson  or  a  story 

LANSDOWNE   20 


OBoup  A.  §  L  GENERAL  PROLOGUE.  Laiudowne  MS.  21 

Bot  aljyer  best  he  songe  a  offertoiy 

ffal  wele  he  wist  whan  ]>at  songe  was  songe 

He  moste  preche  and  wele  affile  his  tonge  712 

To  Wynne  siluer  as  he  wele  cowde 

pere-fore  he  songe  so  merely  and  loude 

f  Nowe  haue  .1.  tolde  3owe  soj^ely  in  a  clause       Deaf  lo,  back] 

The  estate,  pe  array e.  J^  Nombre  and  eke  pe  cause      716 

Whi  j^at  assembled  was  ])is  companye 

In  Suthewerke  att  fia  gentil  Hosterie 

)»at  hiht  fe  taberd  fast  be  ])e  belle 

Bot  nowe  is  time  to  ^owe  for  to  telte  720 

Howe  ])at  we  beren  vs  ])at  ilke  nyhte 

Whan  we  were  in  fat  Osterye  alyhte 

And  after  wU  .1.  tett  of  owre  viage 

And  al  fe  remenant  of  owre  pilgrenage  724 

Bot  first  .L  preye  ^owe  of  30ure  curtesie 

That  30  ne  ret  it  nowht  my  velenye 

Thoughe  )>at  .1.  pleinly  speke  in  ))is  matier 

To  ieVLe  3owe  her  wordes  and  eke  her  chere  728 

Ne  pouhe  .1.  speke  here  wordes  propurly 

ffor  ])is  3e  knowen  as  wele  as  .1. 

Who  so  sal  tellen  a  tale  after  a  man 

He  mote  reherce  as  nyhe  as  euer  he  can  732 

£u6ryche  a  worde  if  it  be  in  his  charge 

Al  speke  he  neuer  so  rudeli  and  so  large . 

Or  elles  he  most  tel  his  tale  yntrewe 

Or  feyne  ])inges .  or  fynde  wordes  Newe  736 

He  may  nouht  spare  al-])ouhe  he  ware  his  broj^er 

He  mot  also  wele  seie  0  worde  as  a-nother 

Criste  spak  him  self  ful  brode  in  holy  writte 

And  wele  je  wote  no  velany  is  itte  740 

Eke  plato  seij>e  who  so  kan  him  rede 

The  wordes  most  be  Cosin  to  pe  dede 

IT  Also  .1.  preie  30we  for-3if  it  me 

Al  bane  .1.  not  sett  folke  in  her  degre  744 

Here  in  p\a  tale  as  pat  pel  scholde  stonde 
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My  witte  is  schorte  ^e  male  wele  vnderstonde 

Giete  chere  maade  owre  oste  vs  eu&ryclione 

And  to  ])e  sopei  sett  he  vs  anone  748 

He  senied  vs  wi)>e  vitailles  att  pe  bests 

Stronge  was  Je  wyne  and  wele  drinke  vs  leste 

A  semely  man  owre  ost  was  wij)  alt 

fTor  to  bene  a  marscbal  in  a  lordes  halt  752 

A  large  man  be  was  wif  ey^en  stepe 

A  fairer  burgeis  is  none  none  in  cbepe 

Bolde  of  bis  specbe  atid  wyse  and  wele  y-tawbt 

And  of  manbode  bim  lakked  ribt  noubt  756 

Eke  fere-to  be  was  ribt  a  mery  man  [Imt  ii] 

And  after  soper  pley3en  be  be-gan 

And  spak  of  Mir)>e  amonge  of  ere  ]>ingcs 

Wban  ]>at  we  bad  maade  owre  rekenynges  760 

And  seide  Jus  Kow  lordeynges  trewly 

3e  bene  to  me  welcome  ribt  bertly 

ifor  be  my  trouj^e  if  )>at  .1.  scbal  notte  lye 

.1.  sawe  noiibt  )>is  3eTe  so  mery  a  companye  764 

Att  ones  in  ]>is  berburbe  as  is  nowe 

ffayne  wolde  .1.  done  30we  mer)>e  wist  .1.  bo  we 

And  of  a  mer)>e  .1.  am  ribt  nowe  be-Joubte 

To  done  30we  ese  and  it  scbal  cost  nowbte  768 

IF  }e  gone  to  Canterbury  god  30we  spede 

Tbe  blisful  Martir  wbite  30W  30wre  mede 

And  wele  .1.  wote  as  30  gone  be  pe  weye 

Scbe  scbapen  3owe  to  talen  and  to  pleye  772 

ifor  trewly  comforfe  and  merj)e  is  none 

To  riden  be  pe  waie  dom  as  any  stone 

And  fer-for  wil  .1.  maken  30 we  disporte 

As  .1.  seide  arst  and  do  30W  som  comforte  776 

And  if  30we  like))  alt  be  on  assente 

ffor  to  stonden  at  My  luggemente 

And  for  to  werken  as  .1.  scbal  3owe  seie 

To  morwen  wban  we  riden  be  pe  weie  780 

Nowe  be  Mi  fader  sowpje  fat  is  dede 
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But  36  bue  Merie  .1.  ^eue  30we  Mine  hede 

Holde  vpe  jowre  hondes  wif-owte  more  speche 

IT  Owre  conselt  was  not  longe  for  to  seche  784 

Ys  fouhte  it  was  not  wor]>e  to  make  it  wise 

And  graunted  him  wi]>-oute  more  avise 

And  bad  him  seie  his  verdite  as  him  liste 

Lordynges  quod  he  now  herkenef  for  fe  beste  788 

Bot  tak  it  nowhte  .1.  pray  30 we  in  disdeyne 
This  is  fe  pointe  to  speke  schort  and  pleine 
That  iche  of  30we  to  schort  wijj  owre  weie 
In  ]>is  viage  schal  tel  tales  tweye  792 

To  Kanterbury  warde  .1.  mene  it  so 
And  homward  he  schal  tellen  opere  two 
Of  aventures  whilome  fat  bane  be-falt 
And  whiche  of  3owe  fat  beref  him  best  of  att  796 

That  is  to  seyne  fat  tellef  in  f  is  cas 
Tales  of  best  sentence .  and  most  solas 
Schaft  haue  a  soper  at  owre  aller  cost  [leafn.iMck] 

Here  in  f  is  place  sittinge  be  f  e  post  800 

"Whan  fat  we  comen  a-geine  fro  Canturbury 
And  for  to  make  30W  f  e  more  mery 
.L  wil  my  seluen  goodely  wif  30W  ride 
Riht  att  myne  oune  coste  arid  be  30wre  gide  804 

And  who  so  wil  my  luggemenf  wif-seie 
Schal  paie  al  fat  we  spende  be  f e  weie 
And  if  3e  vonche  saue  fat  it  be  so 

Tel  me  anone  wif-owten  wordes  mo  808 

And  .L  wil  erly  schape  me  fere-fore 
V  This  finge  was  graunted  and  owre  of es  swore 
With  ful  glad  hert  and  praieyng  him  also 
fat  he  wolde  vouche  saue  for  to  do  so  812 

And  fat  he  wolde  be  owre  gouemowre 
And  of  owre  tales  lugge  and  reporture 
And  sett  a  soper  att  a  serteine  pris 

And  we  wil  rewled  bene  att  his  deuis  816 

In  hihe  and  in  lowhe  and  f  us  be  one  assent 
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We  bene  accorded  to  Je  luggement 

And  fer-vpon  pe  wyne  was  fett  anone 

We  dronken  aiid  to  rest  went  icbone  820 

WiJ>-owten  any  longei*  taiyinge 

An  morwe  whan  )>e  dale  gan  to  springo 

Vp  roos  owre  ost  and  was  owre  alder  cok 

And  g^erd  ts  to-geder  in  a  fioke  824 

And  for]>e  we  reden  a  litel  mor  ^an  pas 

Vnto  [fe]  wateringe  of  seint  Thomas 

And  ^ere  owre  oste  gan  his  hors  areste 

And  seide  lordes  herkenej)  if  jowe  leste  828 

Je  wote  jowre  forward .  and  .1,  it  ^owe  recorde 

If  ^at  Euynsonge .  and  Morwsonge  accorde 

Lat  se  nowe  who  schal  tel  ]>e  first  tale 

As  euer  mot  .1.  drinke  wine  or  ale  832 

Who  so  be  rebel  to  my  luggement 

Schal  paie  for  al  ]7at  be  fe  waie  is  spent 

Now  drawej  cut  or  fat  we  ferfer  wynne 

Whiche  f&t  ha]>e  )>e  schortest  schal  be-ginne  836 

IF  Sii*  knyht  quod  he  my  maister  and  my  lorde 

Now  drawej  Cut  for  fat  is  Myne  accorde 

Commep  nere  quod  he  Mi  ladi  prioresse 

And  36  sire  clerke  lat  be  ^owre  schamefastnesse  840 

Ke  studiethe  nowht  leie  honde  to  euery  man  Uenfu] 

Anone  to  drawe  euery  wight  began 

And  schortly  for  to  tellen  riht  as  it  was 

Were  it  be  aventure  or  sort  or  cas  844 

The  sofe  is  fis  pe  Cut  fel  on  fe  knyht 

Of  whiche  ful  blife  and  glad  was  eueiy  whit 

And  tellen  he  most  his  tale  as  it  was  reson 

Bi  forward  a7id  be  composicion .  848 

As  ^e  haue  herde  what  nedef  wordes  moo 

And  whan  fis  good  man  sawhe  fat  it  was  so 

As  he  fat  wise  was  and  obedient 

To  kepcn  his  forward  be  his  fre  assent  852 

He  seide  sef f e  fat  J.  schal  beginne  f e  game 
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What  welcome  be  pe  cut  one  goddes  name 
Xow  lat  Y6  ride  aTid  herkene^  what  .1.  seie 
And  wip  Jat  worde  we  riden  forJ>e  owre  weie  856 

And  he  be-gan  wij  riht  a  mery  chere 

His  tale  anone  arid  seide  as  le  mai  here        /^  3  ,  '*  ' t^\ 

\No  gap  in  tlte  M8,\ 


Library.  I 
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lNots9  r^mred  to  in  the  rtfermuiet  to  the  Knig1Ue9  Tals.2 

_  Cl.  Boooaocio  calls  Tueo  'dnoa  di  Atene'  (L  13),  and  lays  that  his  tether 
JbaovM*rad*Atene'(L6}. 

S.  '—  in  Kiabba  iaoalza'  (m  dethaXntte),    IIL  8.' 

S.  ' Co*  bfondi  ciini  avTolti  alia  sua  testa.'    III.  10. 

4.  The  whole  debate  in  prison  is  an  imitation  of  the  longer  debate  (in  the 
Ttmid^  when  the/  meet  in  the  grova 

5.  '  Love  cannot  be  given  up  as  thou  deemest :  and  he  loves  but  little,  who 
ceases  loving  in  order  to  keep  a  promise.*    T.  61. 

&  Comp.  TroUui  and  Orestida,  IV.  st  IM : 

-^  For  some  men  sahi,  that  God  seeth  all  beforne^ 

Than  mote  it  fldlen,  though  men  had  it  swome. 
That  purveiaunoe  hath  seene  befome  to  be— 

7.  Tldevi  storie  per  tutto  dipinte 

B1  grand  Eroole*  vide  tra  costoro.    VII.  68. 
&  'RIehessaMs  Porter  in  the  Teseide,  VII.  M :  the  Moman  da  la  Rom  is 
IbUowed  here. 

A.  Bee  H.  tf  Fams,  106;  and  Albricus  FhUoeophus  in  Btaveren's  Auctoret 
MwthoarapM,  1703^  voL  iL  p.  903. 

IOl  BocMocio  makes  the  temple  lighted  by  altar-flres,  kindled  flrom  the 
flameB  of  plundered  cities.    VlL  33. 
11.  '  Amyddes  of  the '  place  sat '  U  virttl  trlstissima.'    VIL  34 
U.  '  La  MortB  armata  vide  e  lo  stupore.'    VII.  35. 

UL  'Le  navi  bellatricL'  VIL  37.  Neither  Boccaccio,  nor  yet  his  prototype 
Statius.  speaks  of  any  ships  as  burnt,  but  merely  as  tropkUs. 

14.  The  points  marked  VL  21, 22,  are  taken  from  the  description  of  '  Aga- 
memnone. 

15.  The  pointo  here  are  flrom  the  descriptions  of  'Ippodamo'  (VL  20),  of 
•Pdeo  •  (VL  17. 16),  and  of  *  Peritoo '  (VL  41). 

16l  Gompare  also  stanza  48, '  con  vittime  niaiose,* 

17.  '  lo  if  diletto,  e  tu  n'  abbla  V  onore.'    VIL  27. 

18.  Ardta  (in  Boocaodo)  comes  fW>m  the  Quarter  of  'Euro'  (VIL  114) :  Pftle- 
mone  comes  *Dair  altra  parte'  (VIL  118).  No  mention  is  made  by  Boccaccio 
of  their  banners  being  red  and  white. 

19.  Booc.  makes  many  of  them  sbUn : '  ArtiflUo/ '  Comisso'  fVIIL  16),  'Bifeo.' 
*  Arione'  (36).  'Narizio'^(30).  and  others,  and  describes  their  fimerals  (X.  4--8). 

80.  Boocaodo  makes  only  a  general  mention  of  the  care  and  comfort  bestowed 
on  the  wounded  (X.  10). 

81.  *But  [of  the  wounded]  Ardta  alone  could  not  be  cured ;  so  much  was 
he  shattered  inwardly  by  his  ftiU '  (X.  11). 

82.  Point  flrom  Boocaodo.  differently  turned  (X.  13). 

S3b  Points  fW>m  Boocaodo,  differently  turned  (X.  13. 12). 

84  '  I  await  the  last  kisses  flrom  thee,  oh  dear  spouse '  (X.  66). 

86 *egli «  gentile '  (X  68). 

86.  'JV«m»  potea  raooonsobu-  Tcseo,'  says  Bocoaodo  (XI.  9).  net  ezceptmg 
*Egeo j'  but  he  immediately  goes  on  to  speak  of  tlie  old  man's  attempt  to  con- 
sole *  Palemone^'  and  the  lest,— without  the  slightest  success  (XL  11).— (See 
also  XI.  83.) 

27.  '  Non  men  dolente,  Bmilla  pur  piangea, 

t  ciroostanti  piii'piang«''flMca''  (XL  31). 

88.  Bight  and  left  of  Pklemone  (XI.  40). 

89.  In  the  hands  of  the  noblest  of  the  Greeks  (XL  37)^ 
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864 


868 


872 


lam  que  domos  patrias  soitice  po^  aspera  gentis 
Prelia  Lanrigero,  fto.    Incipit  &biila  Milit^ 

ff]lilome  was  as  holde  stories  tellen  vs  859 

There  was  a  Duke  *  p&i  bight  Theseus  [*  sm  p.  ss,  n,  ij 
Of  Athenes  he  was  lorde  and  gouemoure 
And  in  his  time  suche  a  conqueroure 
That  gretter  was  none  vndere  ye  sonne 
fful  Mony  a  riche  Contre  had  he  wonne . 
What  wi]>  wisdome  and  his  Chiualrie 
He  conquered  al  fe  Begne  of  ffemynye . 
That  whilom  cleped  was  Scithia 
And  wedded  )>e  qwene  ypob'ta 
An  browht  hire  home  wi^e  him  in  to  his  contre 
\7i)>  muche  glorie  and  grete  solempnite 
And  eke  hire  ^onge  sustere  Emelye 
And  ))us  wi])  victori  and  melodic 
Latt  .1.  ))is  nohul  Due  to  Athenes  ride 
And  alt  his  hoste  in  aremes  be  his  side 
And  certes  if  it  nere  to  longe  to  here 
.1.  wold  haue  told  fdlly  ^e  manere 
How  wonnen  was  ]>e  Keigne  of  ffemynye 
By  Theus  and-  be  his  Chiualrrye 
And  of  ))e  grete  Bataile  for  ]>e  nones 
Be-twixen  Athenes  and  Ama^ones 
And  how  asseged  was  ypolyta 
The  faire  bardie  quene  of  Scithia 
And  of  ^e  fest  )>at  was  att  hir  weddeynge 
And  of  ))e  tempest  at  hire  home  comynge . 
Bot  al  yai  ]>inge  .1.  mot  at  nowe  for-bere 
.1.  haue  gode  wote  a  large  felde  to  ere 
And  weike  bene  fe  Oxen  in  my  plouhe 
The  remenant  of  ))e  tale  is  longe  y-nouhe 
L  wil  not  letten  eke  none  of  piB  route 
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Latt  mery  felawe  tel  his  tale  aboute 

And  latt  see  nowe  who  schal  ]>e  soper  winiie 

And  )>ere  J.  laft  .1.  wil  a^eine  beginne 

f  This  Due  of  whome  .1.  make  mensiot^ne 

Whan  be  was  comen  al-most  to  ]>e  toune 

In  att  bis  wele  and  bis  most  pride 

He  was  ware  as  be  kast  bis  ybe  a  side 

Where  y&t  fere  kneled  in  fe  bibe  waie 

A  company  of  ladyes  twey .  and  twaie 

Iche  after  o^er  cladde  in  clo))es  blake 

Bot  sache  a  crye  and  suche  a  woo  pel  make 

That  in  )>is  werlde  is  creature  lyueynge 

^t  herd  suche  a  no^er  weymentynge 

And  of  pis  crie  )>ei  nolde  neuer  stcnten 

Titt  yei  pe  reynes  of  bis  bridel  benten 

What  folke  bene  ^e  j^at  att  myne  home  comynge 

Teriurhe  so  my  fest  wtt/i  cryinge 

Quod.  Theiis  baue  30  so  frrete  envie . 

Of  myne  honour  ^at  pns  compleigne  and  crie 

Or  who  haj>  ^ow  mysboden  or  offended 

And  telle|»  me  if  it  maie  bene  amended 

And  whi  pat  ^e  bene  clo)>ed  pua  in  blake 

The  eldest  lady  of  hem  al  spake 

Whan  sche  had  swowned  wip  a  dedely  chere 

That  it  was  rewfe  for  to  seen  and  here 

Y  Sche  seide  lorde  to  whome  ffortune  ba]>  3iuen 

Victorie  and  as  a  conqueronre  to  lyuen 

Nat  greue]y  vs  ^owre  bonoure  and  ^owre  glorie 

Bot  we  beseke  ^owe  of  socoui'e  and  of  mercye 

And  bane  merci  on  owre  woo  and  owre  distrisse 

Some  drope  of  Pyte  )>urgh  )»i  gentillisse 

Vpon  vs  wiicchede  wemmen  latt  ^e  fatt 

ffor  certes  lorde  j^are  is  none  of  vs  alt 

That  sche  ne  ha|>e  b[e]ne  a  doches  or  a  queue 

^owe  bene  we  Cayteues  as  it  is  wele  sene 

Hkonked  be  fortune  and  hire  false  wbele 
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This  sorwefdl  pnsoneie  pis  Palamon 

GrOpe  in  his  chambie  romeynge  to  and  froo 

And  to  him  selfe  compleinyngti  of  his  woo 

put  he  was  borne  ful  oft  seide  alas 

And  so  be-fel  be  aventure  or  cas 

That  ]>orghe  a  window  ^ikke  of  mony  a  barre 

Of  jren  grete  and  sware  as  any  sparre 

He  kest  his  Eyen  ypon  Emelya 

And  ^ere  vnp  al  he  bleynte  and  criede  A 

As  ]yoiihe  he  stongen  were  vn  to  ]}e  herte 

And  wi]y  ^at  crie  Arcite  anone  yp  sterte 

And  seide  Cosine  myne  what  eyle)>  ]>e   ■ 

]>at  ert  so  pale  and  dedely  on  to  see 

Whi  cridest  ]you  who  ha)>  pe  done  offence 

£Por  goddes  lone  tak  al  in  pacience 

Owre  prisonynge  for  it  maie  none  o^^re  be 

ffortnne  ha^  ^eue  ts  ))is  aduersite 

Som  wikked  aspect  or  dispoWctone 

Of  Satume  be  sum  constillacione 

Ha^  jeuen  vs  piB  al-]>owhe  we  had  it  swome 

So  stode  pQ  heuen  whan  ]>at  we  were  borne 

We  most  endure  it  ^is  is  pe  schorte  and  pleine 

If  This  Palamon  Ansewarde  and  seide  a-gayne . 

Cosine  for  soje  of  pis  Opinione 

Thou  hast  a  veine  ymaginacione 

This  prisonment  caused  not  me  to  crie 

Bot  .L  was  hurte  riht  nowe  foruhe-oute  myn  eye 

In  to  myne  hert  ^at  wil  my  bane  be 

The  faimesse  of  )>at  ladi  ^at  .1.  se 

3onde  in  pe  Gardeine  Eomeynge  to  and  froo 

Is  cause  of  al  my  ciyinge  and  woo 

.1.  note  where  sche  be  womman  or  goddes 

Bot  venus  is  it  so)>eli  as  .1.  ges 

And  perewipsl  on  knes  downe  he  fylle 

And  seide  venus  if  it  be  ]>i  wUle 

)?ou  in  pis  Gardine  ^us  to  transfigure 
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Be-for  me  sorweful  wriclied  creature 

Owte  of  fia  prison  helpe  )>at  we  male  scape 

And  if  80  be  my  destanye  be  schape 

Bi  eteme  werlde  to  dy^en  in  prisone 

Of  owre  linage  haue  some  compassione 

^t  is  so  lowe  y-broubt  be  tirannye 

Y  And  vnp  j>&t  worde  Arcite  gan  aspie 

Where  ysi  ]>is  ladi  romede  to  afid  fro 

And  vi]>  |>at  sibt  hire  beaute  hurte  him  so 

That  if  palamon  was  wounded  sore 

Arcite  is  hurte  as  muche  as  he  or  more 

And  wi^  a  sike  he  seide  Pitously 

The  frische  bewte  slefe  me  sodeynly 

Of  hir  y&t  rome)>  in  )>at  ponder  place 

And  hot  .L  haue  hir  mere!  and  hir  grace 

That  .1.  male  seen  hire  att  )>e  lest  weie 

.1.  ne  am  bot  dede  per  nys  no  more  to  seie 

This  Palamon  whan  he  pea  wordes  herde 

Dispitusli  he  loked  and  and  Answerde 

Whe^  seistowe  ])ou  ^is  in  emest  or  in  pleye 

Naie  quod  Arcite  in  ernest  be  my  feye 

God  helpe  me  so  me  list  f u  yuel  pleie 

This  Palamon  gan  knyte  his  browes  tweie 

Itt  weere  to  Jje  qiwd  he  no  grete  hono?^r* 

ffor  to  be  false  or  for  to  be  traitour 

To  me  fat  am  ^i  cosin  and  pi  bro)>ere 

.I.-swome  ful  depe  and  iche  of  vs  to  opam 

^t  neuer  for  to  di^en  in  pe  peyne 

Til  dej>e  ha)K3  departe  vs  tweyne 

Key)>er  in  loue  to  hinder  o))er 

Ne  in  none  oj^'^re  case  my  leue  bro))er 

Bot  Jntt  povL  scholdest  trewly  forj^er  more 

In  eu^ry  case  and  .1.  schal  for]>er  pe  ))ore 

This  was  pine  o]>e  a7id  myne  certeine 

.1.  wote  riht  wele  fou  darste  it  nouht  wijj-seine 

Thus  art  Jiou  of  my  counsel  owte  of  dowte 
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And  Trar  cauht  it  was  accorded  }vui 

That  wipQ  a  sweide  he  scholde  lese  his  hede 

Ther  nas  none  ofere  lemedye  ne  rede  1216 

Bot  take]>e  his  leue  aiid  homwarde  he  him  spedde 

Lat  him  be  war  his  nek  li]>e  to  wedde 

How  grete  a  sorwe  sufiFur)>c  nowe  arcite 

The  dc|)e  he  fele))  ])orahe  his  hert  smite 

He  wepef  e  he  weylef  a^id  criej)  pitously 

To  slene  him  self  he  waite)>  priuely 

He  seide  alas  ))at  .1.  was  borne 

Nowe  is  my  prison  werse  fan  be-fome  1224 

Nowe  is  me  schape  etemalie  to  dwelle 

Nouht  in  purgatorie  Bot  in  helle 

Alas  ])at  euer  .1.  knewe  Perotheus 

for  elles  had  J.  dwelled  wi)>  Theseus  1228 

Ifetterd  in  his  prison  ener  mo 

Than  had  .1.  bene  in  blisse  and  nowht  in  woo 

Onely  ye  siht  of  hire  whome  )>at  .1.  seme 

Thouhe  fat  .1.  neuere  hii'  grace  miht  deserue  1232 

Wholde  haue  ysuffised  liht  J.-nowhe  for  me 

IF  O  dere  Cosine  Palamon  quod  he 

Thine  is  fe  yictorie  of  f is  auenture 

£ful  blisfully  in  pnson  mayght  fou  dure  1236 

In  pnsofi  sertes  naye  bot  Paradise 

Wele  haf  fortune  turned  f  e  dise 

That  hafe  fe  siht  of  hire  and  .1.  fe  absence 

ffor  possible  is  seffe  fou  hast  hir  presence  1240 

And  art  a  kny[ght]  a  worfi  and  an  able 

That  be  som  caas  fortune  is  chaungeable 

Thou  maiste  to  f  i  desire  somtime  ateigne 

Bot  .L  fat  am  exiled  and  bareigne  1244 

Of  al  grace  and  in  so  grete  dispeire 

That  f  er  nys  erf  e  water  fire  ne  ayre 

Ke  creature  fat  of  hem  Maked  is 

That  may  me  helpe  ne  do  me  comford  in  fis  1248 

Wele  owht  .L  sterue  In  wanhope  and  distris 
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[ line  out :  no  gap  in  the  M8J^ 

Alas  why  pleine  men  so  in  Comone 

On  pnrueance  of  god  or  of  fortune  1252 

]Nit  jexxeye  hem  ful  of  in  many  a  gise 

Wele  bet  fan.  fei  can  hem  self  deuise 

Som  man  desire])  for  to  haue  richesse 

Jrat  cause  is  of  his  mordre  or  grete  sekenesse  1256 

And  som  man  wolde  owte  of  his  pnson  fayne 

That  in  his  house  is  of  his  meine  sleyne . 

Infinite  harmes  bene  in  ))is  matiere 

We  wote  nowht  what  ])inge  we  praien  hiere  1260 

We  faren  as  he  ])at  dronken  is  as  a  mouse 

A  dronken  man  wote  wele  he  ha)>e  an  house 

Bot  he  note  whiche  fe  riht  waie  is  J^edere  O^vt] 

And  to  a  dronken  man  ]>e  waie  is  scle]>ere  1264 

And  certes  in  )>is  werlde  so  faren  we 

We  seken  fast  after  felicite . 

Bot  we  gone  wronge  oft  ful  trewli 

Thus  male  we  seine  att  and  namelyche  .1.  1268 

That  wende  and  had  a  grete  opinione 

That  if  .L  myht  scippe  &o  prisone 

Than  had  .1.  b[e]ne  in  loye  and  parfit  hele 

There  nowe  .1.  am  exiled  iro  my  wele  1272 

Sen  fat  .1.  may  not  sene  ^owe  Emelye  •  m  rs. 

•L  am  bot  dede  fei^  nyse  no  remedie 

V  Ypon  ^t  of  ere  side  Palamon 

Whan  ^t  he  wiste  ^t  Arcite  was  agone  1276 

Sache  sorwe  he  make^  ])at  fe  grete  toure 

Iteeoane]^  of  his  jellinge  and  clamour 

The  pore  fettres  on  his  schinnes  grete 

Weie  of  his  bitter  salte  teres  wete  1280 

Aks  quad  he  Arcita  Cosyn  myne 

Of  al  onre  strif  god  wote  fe  fruyt  is  )>ine 

Tho>w  walkes  now  in  Thebes  att  ))i  large 

And  of  my  woo  ^u  jeuest  litel  charge  1284 

Thon  maiste  sinne  ]>ou  hast  wisdome  and  manhede 
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Assemble  al  ))e  folke  of  3oure  kinrede 

And  Maake  a  wene  so  scharpe  on  )»is  Cite 

That  be  som  auenture  or  sum  trete  1288 

Thou  maiste  haue  to  lady  and  to  wife 

ffor  whome  ]>at  .1.  most  nedes  lese  my  life 

ffor  as  be  weie  of  Possibilite 

Sethe  ))ou  art  att  ^i  large  of  pr/son  he  1292 

An  art  a  lorde  grete  is  |7ine  avantage 

More  )>an  is  myne  )>at  sterue))e  here  in  a  cage 

IT  ffor  .1.  mote  wepe  and  waile  wil  fat  .1.  leue 

With  al  Je  wo  fat  prison  male  me  3eue  1296 

Ande  eke  ynpe  peine  )>at  loue  me  ^eueth  also 

That  dowblej)  al  my  turment  and  my  wo 

Thare-wif  e  Je  fire  of  lelousie  vp  sterte 

Wit/fc-inne  his  breste  and  hente  him  be  Je  herte  1300 

So  woodly  p&t  he  like  was  to  be-holde 

The  box  tree  or  )>e  asshen  dede  or  colde . 

IF  Than  seide  he  0  cruel  goddes  )>at  gouem 

This  werlde  wij)  byndeinge  of  ^owre  worde  eteme        1 304 

And  wreten  in  pe  table  of  Atthamaunt  [leaf  i7»  back] 

Jowre  parlement  and  ^owre  eterne  graunt 

"What  is  Mankinde  More  vn-to  30  holde 

Than  is  )>e  schepe  ]>at  rowke))  in  pe  folde  1308 

ffor  sleine  is  man  riht  as  anoj^^re  beste 

And  duelle)>e  eke  in  prison  and  in  areste 

And  hsLpe  sekenesse  and  grete  aduersite 

And  ofte  time  giltles  parde  1312 

IT  What  gouemance  is  in  J)is  prescience 

That  giltles  tormente))  Innocence 

And  encrese])  ]>us  al  my  penaunce 

That  man  is  bounde  to  his  obseruaunce  1316 

ffor  goddes  saake  to  letten  of  his  witt 

fere  as  a  beste  maie  al  his  hist  fulfitt 

And  whan  a  beste  is  dede  it  hafe  no  peine 

£ot  after  hia  defe  man  moste  wepe  and  pleyne .  1320 

Thouhe  in  fis  werlde  he  haue  care  and  woo 
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WiJM)wten  doute  it  maie  stonden  soo  Ttaetog. 

The  ansewere  of  J>is  lette  .1.  to  dyuines 
Bot  wele  .1.  -wote  J>at  in  pis  werlde  grete  peine  es         1324 
Alas  .L  see  a  serpent  or  a  pef 
That  mony  a  tre^wman  ha]>  done  mescbief 
Gone  att  his  large  and  where  him  lifit  maie  turne 
Bot  .1.  most  "be  in  prison  J>oruhe  Satume  1328 

An  eke  ]K)Tabe  Juno  laloos  and  eke  wode 
That  ha))e  destmyde  nyhe  al  ]>e  blode 
Of  Thebes  wi)»  his  ivaste  walles  wide 
And  venns  flie]>  me  on  ^t  o)>ere  side  1332 

ffor  Jalousie  and  fere  of  bim  Arcite  "pAiirongeioiia" 

^  Novre  Ynl  .1.  stinte  of  Palamon  a  lite 
And  lat  him  in  his  prisone  stille  dwelle 
And  of  Aicite  forfe  .T.  will  ^owe  tella  1336 

The  Bomer  passe])  and  pe  nibtes  longe 
'Encreseth  dowhle  wise  pe  pcynes  stronge 

Bo|ie  of  pQ  lonere  and  pe  prisonere 

.L  note  wiche  ha]>e  pe  wofuUer  myster  1340 

ffor  Bcboitelye  for  to  seine  piB  Palamon 

Perpetuely  is  dampned  to  prison 

In  cbynes  and  fettres  to  J^e  dede 

And  Arcit  ia  ercilede  vpon  bis  bede  1344 

ffor  enere  more  as  oute  of  pat  Cimtre 

Ke  nenere  ne  scbal  bis  lady  see . 

%  Jowe  louiers  .1.  aske  pia  questione  p«if  is] 

Who  baf  pe  wers  Arcite  or  Palamone  1348 

The  one  nude  se  bis  lady .  daie  be  daie 

Bot  in  prison  be  most  dwel  alweie 

The  to^ere  where  bim  bste  Maie  ride  or  goo 

Bote  sene  bis  lady  scbal  be  neuer  moo  1352 

Kowe  deme]>  as  ^owe  liste  )>at  ^e  canne 

ffior  X  wil  tel  forj^e  as  .1.  be-ganne 

[No  gap  in  tlis  MS.'\ 
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Tetetde. 


[PART  IL     No  gap  in  the  MS.] 

^  Whan  fat  Arcite  to  Thebes  commen  was 

fiful  often  adaie  he  swelte  and  seide  alas  1356 

ffor  seen  his  ladi  schal  he  neuer  moo 

And  schortly  to  concluden  al  his  woo 

So  muche  sorwe  had  nener  creature 

That  is  or  schatt  whil  )>at  fe  werde  mai  dure  1360 

His  slepe  his  mete  his  drinke  is  be-raft  rv.  26,  tr. 

]>at  lene  he  wex  and  drie  as  is  a  schaft 

His  yhe  hollowe  and  grisely  to  be-holde  •  iv.  as. 

His  hiew  falowe  and  pale  as  asshe  colde  1 364  •  iv.  sr. 

And  solitarie  he  was .  and  ener  a  lone 

And  weyleynge  al  fe  nyht  makinge  his  mone . 

And  if  he  herde  songe  or  instrument 

Than  wolde  he  wepe  he  myht  nouht  be  stent  1368 

So  feble  eke  were  his  spretes  and  he  lowe  it.  ». 

And  Chaungede  so  )^at  noman  cou))e  knowe 

His  speche  nor  his  yoice  )>ouhe  men  hit  herde 

And  in  his  gere  for  al  fe  werlde  he  ferde  1372 

Not  comly  lyke  to  louers  maledye 

Of  heres  bot  rafer  like  manye 

Engenderd  of  humor  malancolikd 

Be-fome  his  celle  ffantastike  1376 

And  scortly  tomed  was  al  vp  and  downe 

BoJ)e  Abite  and  disposicioune 

Of  him  fis  woful  louer  dame  Arcite 

IT  Wat  schold  .1.  al  daie  of  his  wo  endite  1380 

Whan  he  endured  had  a  ^ere  or  two 

This  cruel  torment  and  fis  peine  and  woo 

As  Thebes  in  his  Contre  as  .1.  seide 

Vpon  a  nyhte  on  slepe  as  he  him  leide.  1384 

Him  fouht  howe  fat  venged  god  Mercurie 

Be-fome  him  stode  and  bad  him  to  be  merie 

His  slepi  ^erde  in  honde  he  bar  yp  nht 

An  hatte  he  werede  vpon  his  heres  briht  1388 
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Anaide  was  ^is  god  as  as  he  toke  kepe 

As  he  was  whaii  )>at  Argus  toke  his  slepe 

And  seide  him  )>us  to  Athenes  ^ow  schalt  wende  [iMf  i8»  back] 

Where  is  Jje  schapen  of  ]>i  woo  an  ende  1392 

Y  And  wi])  yoi  worde  Arcite  woke  and  sterte 

Now  trewli  how  sore  pai  me  smerte 

Quad  he  to  Athenes  riht  nowe  wil  J.  fare 

Ne  for  pe  drede  of  de]>e  schal  .1.  nouht  spare  1396 

To  se  my  ladj  ]>at  J.  lone  and  seme 

In  hire  presence  .1.  reche  not  to  steme 

And  wi])  y&t  worde  he  cauht  a  grete  Mirroure 

And  sauhe  p&t  chaonged  was  al  his  coloure  1400 

And  sauhe  his  vesage  al  in  ano)>er  kinde 

And  riht  anone  it  ran  him  in  his  mynde  ;  ly.  39. 

That  se^  his  face  was  so  disfigurede 

Of  ^  Maledy  whiche  he  had  endurede  1404 

He  myht  wele  if  ^at  he  hare  him  lowe 

Leue  in  Athenes  euer  more  vnknowe 

An  seen  his  lady  wel  ny  day  he  daye 

And  riht  anone  he  chaunged  his  Araye  1408 

And  clad  him  as  poure  laborere 

An  al  alone  saue  onely  o  swiere 

That  knewe  his  priuete  and  al  his  case 

Whiche  was  disgised  pouerly  as  he  was  1412 

To  Athenes  is  gone  pe  next  waye 

And  to  pe  courte  he  went  vpon  a  daye 

And  att  pe  gate  he  proferd  his  seruyse 

To  drugge  and  drawe  what  so  men  wil  deuise  1416 

And  schortly  of  ))is  mater  for  to  seine 

He  fel  in  office  wi])  a  chamhurleine 

The  whiche  ]>at  was  dwellinge  wij)  Emelye 

ffor  he  was  wise  and  sone  cou]>e  aspye  1420 

for  euery  seruant  whiche  pai  serue)>  here 

Wele  conj)e  he  hewen  wode  and  water  here 

ffor  he  was  ^onge  and  myhti  for  pe  nones 

And  ^r-to  he  was  stronge  arid  hriht  of  hones  1424 
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To  done  ^at  any  whit  him  can  devise 

A  3ere  or  two  he  was  in  )>is  s^niise 

Page  of  pe  chambere  of  Emely  fe  briht 

And  Philostrat  he  seide  )>at  he  hiht 

Bot  halfe  so  wele  be-loued  a  man  as  he 

Ne  was  )>ere  neuer  in  Courte  of  his  degre 

He  was  so  gentil  of  condictoune 

That  ))onihe-owte  al  pe  courte  was  his  lenoune 

Thei  seide  pat  it  were  a  charite 

That  Theseus  wolde  en-haunse  his  degre 

And  putten  him  in  worschip-ful  se7-uise 

There  as  he  myht  his  vertue  exercise 

And  ))us  wijhinne  a  while  his  name  is  spronge 

Bo^e  of  his  dede  and  his  good  tonge 

That  Theseus  ha]>e  taken  him  so  nere 

That  of  his  chambre  he  maade  him  a  swiere 

And  jaue  him  gold  to  mainteigne  his  degre 

And  eke  men  brouht  him  oute  of  his  contre 

ifro  3ere  to  3ere  so  pnuely  his  rente 

But  onestly  and  sleyhtly .  he  it  spente 

poi  noman  wondred  howe  ])at  he  it  hadde 

And  ]>rei  3ere  in  p\a  wise  his  lif  he  ladde 

And  bare  him  so  in  pees  and  eke  in  werre 

There  was  no  man  ^at  Theseus  hathe  derre 

And  in  |7is  blisse  let  .L  nowe  Arcite 

And  speke  .1.  wilt  of  Palamon  a  lite 

f  In  derkenes  and  horrible  and  stronge  prisone 

)?is  seuen  jere  h&pe  siten  Palamone 

fFor-pined  whate  for  wo  and  for  destresse 

Who  fele))  double  sore  and  heuinesse 

Bot  Palamon  ]>at  loue  destreyne])  so 

That  woode  owte  of  his  witte  he  goj)  for  wo 

And  eke  ))ere-to  he  is  a  prisoner 

Perpetuelly  not  onely  for  a  jere 

Who  couf  e  rime  in  Engluishe  propurly 

His  martirdome  for  8o|>e  it  am  not  .1. 
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TheK-fore  .L  passe  al  so  lihtlj  as  .1.  maye  Ttmu^ 

f  It  fel  ^t  in  ])e  seuent  ^ere  of  male 

The  ^dde  njhte  as  holde  bokes  seine 

That  aft  \iia  story  telle])  more  pleine  1464 

Were  it  be  ayenture  or  destanye 

As  whan  a  ])inge  is  scbape  it  schal  bye 

))at  8one  aft«r  ])e  mydenybt  Palamon  T.  26-r. 

Be  helpinge  of  a  frende  brake  prison  1468 

And  fleets  |»e  Cite  fast  as  lie  mai  goo 

ffor  he  had  gif  his  Gailer  drinke  soo  (  v.  u. 

Of  a  ckrre  maade  of  a  certein  wjuid 

Wi^  nercotiks  and  opie  of  Thebes  fyne  1472 

That  al  ^t  nyht  ]K>uhe  ])at  men  wold  him  schake 

The  Gaillere  slepe  he  myht  nooht  awake . 

And  ^us  he  flie])  as  fast  as  enere  he  nude  paif  i»,  i»ek] 

The  nyht  was  schort  and  fast  be  \e  daie  1476 

That  nedes  coste  he  most  him  self  hiden 

And  til  a  groue  &ste  fast  jiere  be-siden  y.  & 

Wi^  dredfnl  fote  )raui  stalkej)  Palamon 

ffor  schort  }ns  was  his  opinion  1480 

That  in  ]Mit  groue  he  wolde  him  hide  aldaie 

And  in  ye  nyht  ]»an  wolde  he  take  his  waie 

To  Thebes-warde  his  frendes  for  to  praye 

On  Thesens  to  helpe  him  to  werreie  1 484 

Or  schortly  he  wolde  lese  his  lif 

Ore  wynnen  Emely  to  his  lonely  wif 

This  is  Jiefecte  and  his  entente  pleine 

f  Now  whiles  tome  we  to  Arcite  a3eine  1488 

That  litel  wiste  how  nihe  ])at  Was  his  care 

TO  ^  fortone  hadde  cauht  him  in  his  snare 

The  heai  larke  messagiere  of  daie 

Saliie)»  in  hir  songe  \e  morwe  greie  1492 

And  fiiy  phebus  rise])  yp  so  bright 

)^  al  ]ie  orient  Iawhe|»  of  J)e  sight 

And  wi]»  his  streme  driej)  in  \e  greues 

The  sQner  dropes  hangeinge  on  ])e  Icnes  1496 
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Aud  Arcita  ^at  in  ^e  courte  roial 
Vfif  Theseus  his  swier  principal 
Is  resen  and  loke|»  on  ye  mery  daie 
And  for  to  done  his  obseniance  to  maie 
Remembringe  on  fe  pointe  of  his  desire 
He  on  his  coursere  stertynge  as  fire 
Is  reden  to  fe  feldes  him  to  pleie 
Owte  of  pe  Court  were  it  a  mejle  or  tweye 
And  to  pe  groue  of  whiche  as  [I]  30W  tolde 
Be  aventur  his  weie  he  gan  to  holde 
To  Maken  him  a  garlonde  of ']>e  greues 
Were  it  of  wodebinde  or  of  heij^ome  leues 
And  loude  he  songe  a-^ein  ^e  sonne  schene 
Maie  wijy  al  pi  floures  and  pi  grene 
Welcom  be  pon  feire  fresche  Maie 
I.  hop  )^at  .1.  sume  grene  get  maie 
And  from  his  coursur  wi|»  a  lusti  herte 
In  to  pe  groue  ful  hastely  he  sterte 
And  in  a  pa])e  he  rome])  vp  and  doune 
Thar  as  be  aventur  of  p\B  Palamon 
Was  in  a  busshe  ]Mit  no  man  miht  him  see 
ffor  sore  aferde  of  his  de^  was  he 
Ko  ]>inge  knewe  he  ])at  it  was  Arcite 
God  wote  he  wolde  haue  trowed  it  ful  lite 
£ot  BOpe  is  seide  gon  si|»e  many  ^eres 
That  felde  ha^  y^en .  and  wode  ha^e  eres 
It  [is]  ful  faire  a  man  to  bere  him  euen 
ffor  aldaie  mete])  men  att  vn-sette  steuen 
fful  litel  wote  arcite  of  his  felawe 
)7at  was  so  nyhe  to  herken  of  his  sawe 
ffor  in  pe  busche  he  sitte])  now  ful  stilt 
Whan  ]Mit  Arcite  had  romede  al  his  fill: 
And  songen  al  pe  roundel  lustely 
In  to  a  stody  he  f el  sodanly 
As  done  pea  loners  in  hir  queynte  geres 
KowA  in  pe  crope  nowe  downe  in  ^e  breres 
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Nowe  vp  nowe  downe  as  a  l)oket  in  a  welle  Tmuk. 

Mt  as  ^  fridaie  8o])eli  for  to  telle 

Nowe  it  schiiie])e  nowe  it  reine])  fast 

fiiht  80  gan  geii  venus  oner  cast  1536 

The  hertes  of  hir  folke  liht  as  hir  daie 

Ts  gerful  nht  so  cbanngejy  sche  arraie 

Sdd  is  ]ie  fndaie  al  ]>e  weke  ylike 

f  Whan  ^t  Aicite  had  songe  he  gan  to  sike  1540 

And  set  him  doune  wi|K>wten  any  more 

Alas  qifod  he  ]Mit  daie  ])at  .1.  was  bore 

Hoifo  longe  luno  ])onihe  J^i  craeltee 

Wiltow  werien  Thebes  }>e  Citee  1544 

Alas  brouht  it  is  to  confosione 

The  Mode  Eoial  of  Cadine  and  Amphione 

Of  Cadinus  whiche  ^t  was  }»e  first  man 

That  Thebes  balet  or  first  \^  tonne  be-gan  1648 

And  of  ^  Cite  first  was  Cronned  kinge 

Of  his  linage  am  .1.  arid  of  his  ospringe 

Be  Yenei .  ligne  as  of  ^  stok  RoiaUe .  •  See  ly.  si. 

And  Xow  .1.  am  so  caitif  and  so  ])ralle .  1552  • 

That  he  )»t  is  my  mortal  ennemye 

.1  seme  him  as  his  swier  pouerelye 

And  ^t  do]»  me  Inno  wel  more  schame 

i&r.L  dar  .1.  not  be-knowe  myne  owne  name  1556 

Bot  (ere  as  .T.  was  wonte  hibt  Arcite  .  s«e  rv.  si. 

AW  .hiht  Fhilostrate  not  wor])e  a  myte  •  cpmkm.  iy.  84.] 

Alias  ]ioa  fel  mars  Alias  \o\y  luno . 

11ii»  ha]»e  ^ower  ire  owre  lignage  al  for-do .  1560 

Sane  only  me  and  wreched  palamon  p«arso,  back] 

That  Theseus  Martire)»  in  pr/son 

Aod  oner  al  Jns  to  slene  me  vtterly 

Lme  ha(  &ire  his  darte  so  brinyngly  1564 

^^tted  jwrahe  my  trewe  careful  herte 

^  sehapen  was  my  de)»  arst  (an  my  scherte 

^  sfeoe  me  wi^  ^owere  yhen  Emelye 

^  Ik  (e  cause  were-for  (at  .1.  die  1568 
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Of  al  j>e  remenan  of  myne  o^ere  care  Ttmidt. 

Ne  sette  .1.  noaht  ^e  moantance  of  a  tare 

So  ^at  .1.  cou^e  do  ouhte  to  ^owre  plesafice 

And  wi^  )»at  worde  he  fel  doune  in  a  trance  1572 

A  longe  tim  and  he  afterwarde  ypstert 

IT  This  Palamon  ])at  ^ouht  J^at  }»orahe  his  herte 

He  felde  a  colde  swerde  sodeinly  glide 

ffore  ire  he  whoke  no  lenger  wolde  he  bide  1576 

And  whan  ^at  he  had  herde  Arcites  tale 

As  he  were  wode  wi^e  face  dede  and  pale 

He  stert  him  ype  oute  of  ^e  boskes  ])ikke 

And  seide  Arcite .  false  treitoure  wikke  1580 

Kowe  art  J^ow  hent  ^at  louest  mi  ladie  so 

ffor  whome  J^at  .1.  haue  al  ])is  peine  and  woo 

And  art  my  blode  and  to  my  consel  swome 

As  .T.  ful  oft  haue  tolde  ])e  here  be-fome  1584 

And  hast  be-japed  here  Due  Theseus 

And  falsely  haste  ])ou  chaunged .  )^i  name  ])us 

.1.  wil  be  dede  or  elles  ]»ou  schalt  di3e 

Thou  schalt  nouht  loue  my  ladie  Emelye  1588 

Bot  .1.  wilt  louere  onely .  and  no  mo 

ffor  .1.  am  Palamon  ]>i  mortal  fo 

And  ])Oughe  ]>at  .1.  no  wepen  haue  in  ^is  place . 

Bot  owte  of  prisoun  am  asterte  be  grace  1592 

.1.  drede  nouht  |»at  ou]>er  ]>u  schal  di^e  !  se^  v.  &«. 

Or  ]>ou  ne  schat  not  louen  Emelye  ; 

Ches  whiche  |»ou  wilte  or  |»ou  schalt  nouht  asterte 

If  This  Arcite  wif  ful  dispitouse  herte  1696 

Whan  he  him  knewe  and  had  his  tale  herde 

As  fers  a[s]  lion  he  pulled  owte  a  swerde 

And  seid  ])us  be  god  ])at  sitte)^  aboue 

Nere  it  were  ^at  )^ou  art  seke  and  woode  for  loue         1 600 

And  eke  )^at  ]k)u  no  wepen  hast  in  \\&  place 

Thou  scholdest  neuer  oute  of  \\s  groue  pace . 

That  ])ou  ne  scholdest  dei^en  of  myne  honde  [leaf  zu 

ffor  .L  defie  )>e  suyrte  and  fe  bonde  *     [•  ««•  p. », ». b.]   \QOi  |  y  ^^ 
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Whiche  ^at  ]>ou  seist  .1.  hane  maade  to  pe  \        TuHdt. 

Whatt  verreie  foole  ]>inke  wele  fat  loue  is  fre 

And  .1.  wil  loue  liir  Maugre  al  J^i  myht 

£ot  for  al  so  muche  as  fon  ert  a  worj^i  knyht  1608 

And  wilneste  to  darrdne  hii'  be  Bataile 

Haue  here  my  trowfe  to  mome  wil  .1.  nouht  faile 

Wi)^outen  weteingo  of  any  o])ere  wight 

That  here  .L  wil  be  foonden  as  a  knyht  1612 

And  bringen  hemeys  riht .  ynowhe  for  ^e 

And  chese  ye  beste  and  leue  fe  werst  for  me 

And  mete  afid  drinke  pis  nyht  wil  .L  bringe 

.Y.-nowghe  for  fe  and  clofea  for  pi  bedynge  1616 

And .  if  so  be  put  pon  my  lady  wynne 

And  sle  me  in  pia  wode  pare  .1.  am  inne 

JTou  maiste  wele  haue  my  lady  as  for  me 

This  Palamon  ansewerd  .L  graunt  it  pe  1620 

And  pua  pei  bene  departid  til  on  morwe 

Whan  iche  of  hem  had  leide  his  fei)^e  to  borwe 

Occupiede  owte  of  al  charite 

f  O  regne  ^t  wolde  no  felawe  haue  vrip  pe  1624 

fful  8o|»e  is  seide  ]»at  loue  ne  lordeschipe  v.  ix 

Wil  not  his  J^onkes  haue  no  felauschipe 

We  finde  pat  of  arcite  and  of  Palamone 

Arcite  is  Eeden  anone  in  to  pe  toune  1628 

And  on  pe  morwe  ar  it  were  daies  liht 

ffbl  prmely  tuo  hemeys  ha]»e  he  diht 

Bo))e  suffisant  and  mete  to  darrelne 

The  Bataile  in  pe  felde  be-tuex  hem  tweyne  1632 

And  on  his  hors  alone  as  he  was  borne 

He  aaiep  al  his  hemeyce  him  be-fome  « 

And  in  fe  groue  att  J^e  time  and  place  y-sette 

])is  Arcite  and  Palamon  ben  mette  1636 

To  chaongen  gan  pe  coloure  in  her  face 

Kiht  as  pe  hunters  in  pe  Reigne  of  Trace  vii.  loa. 

JM  stondef  atf  a  gappe  wi)^  a  spere 

Whan  huntide  is  pe  lyon  or  pe  here  1640 
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And  here^  him  come  rossheinge  in  fe  grenes 

And  breke^e  bo^  bowes  and  ])e  leues 

And  ymktip  here  come)»  my  mortale  enmye 

'Wi])])e-owte  faile  he  most  be  dede  or  .1.  1644 

ffor  ei^er  .i.  mote  slene  him  att  ^e  gappe  aearti,  i»ck] 

Or  [he]  most  sle  me .  if  ]>at  me  mys  happe 

8o  ferden  [^ey]  in  chaangeinge  of  hire  he  we 

As  fer  as  iche  of  hem  o^er  knewe  1648 

Thar  nas  no  good  daye  ue  no  salueynge 

Bot  streite  wi^outen  worde  or  reherseinge 

Eu^ryche  of  hem  helpe  to  arme  opere 

As  frendely  as  he  were  his  owen  bro)»ere  1652 

And  after  ])at  wijy  scharpe  speres  stronge 

Thei  foynen  eche  att  o]>ere  wonder  longe 

Thon  mihtest  wene  ])at  this  palamon 

In  his  feihtinge  were  a  wode  lyon  •  1656 

And  as  a  cruel  tigre  was  Arcite 

As  wilde  bores  gunne  ^ei  to  smyte 

p&i  iroj^en  white  as  fome .  for  ire  wode 

Yp  to  pe  Ancle  fouht  ])ei  in  feire  blode  1660 

And  in  ^is  wise  .L  lete  hem  feihtinge  dwelk 

And  for^  .L  wil  of  Theseus  30we  telle 

The  destanye  Ministre  general  •  vi.  i. 

That  execute))  in  pe  world  oueral  1664 

The  Purueance  Jat .  god  hap  seie  be-fore  *        i*  see  p.  25, «.  6.] 

So  stronge  it  is  pat  peihe  pe  werlde  had  it  swore 

The  contrarie  of  a  pinge  be  30  or  naye 

3it  some  time  it  schal  fal  on  a  daye .  1668  •  v.  77. 

pat  fallep  nouht  eft  wip-inne  a  pousande  ^ere 

fifor  certeinly  oure  appetites  here  ^ 

Be  it  of  werre  of  pese .  or  hate  or  loue 

Alt  is  pis  rewled  be  pe  siht  aboue  1672 

This  Mene  .1.  nowe  be  myhty  Theseus  |  y.  rr. 

That  for  to  hunf  is  so  desirus 

And  namely  att  pe  grete  hert  in  maie 

That  in  his  bed  pere  dawep  him  no  daie  1676 
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))at  he  na  es  clud  and  redi  for  to  ride 

Wi^  hunte  and  home  and  hundes  him  biside 

fifor  in  his  huntynge  ha]>e  he  swyche  delite 

That  it  is  al  is  hope .  Toy  and  appetite 

To  bene  him  self  ]>e  grete  hertes  bane 

ffor  alter  mars .  he  senie)^  now  Diane 

Clere  was  pe  daie  as  .1.  haue  told  ar  ])is 

And  Theseus  wi|)  al  loy  and  blisse 

Wi])  his  ypolita  pe  faire  quene 

And  Emely  closed  al  in  Grene 

On  hnntyn  bene  pe  reden  Eoially 

And  to  pe  Groue  |)at  stod  ful  fast  by 

In  whiche  jier  was  an  herte  as  men  him  tolde 

m  Dae  Theseus  pe  streiht  waie  ha);  holde 

And  to  pe  hxinde  he  ride])  him  ful  riht 

ffor  ]^er  was  pe  hert  wonte  to  haue  his  fliht 

And  oner  a  broke  and  so  for])e  on  his  weie 

This  Due  wil  haue  a  cours  att  him  or  tweie 

Wi|»  hoandes  suche  as  him  lust  commaunde 

And  whan  ^is  Due  wa[8]  come  vn  to  pe  launde 

Ynder  pe  sonne  he  loked  And  a-none 

He  was  war  of  Arcite  and  Palamone . 

^t  fowhten  breme  as  it  wer  boly  two 

The  briht  swerdes  wenten  to  and  foo  . 

8o  hydonsly  pat  wi}»  ])e  lest  stroke 

It  8eme|»  pat  it  wald  fel  an  oke 

Bot  whate  j^ei  were  no])inge  he  wote 

This  Due  his  Coursur  wi))  his  spores  smote 

And  att  a  sterte  he  was  be-twix  hem  two 

And  pulled  owte  a  swerde  And  cride  ho 

Ko  more  Tpon  peine  of  leseynge  of  ^oure  hede 

Be  myhti  Mars  he  schal  a-none  be  dede 

That  smjtep  any  stroke.  ])at  .1.  maie  seen 

Bot  telle  me  what  mester  men  ^e  been 

That  bene  so  hardy  to  feihten  here 

Wif-owten  lugge  or  o^r  officere 
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As  it  were  in  a  litel  list  roiallie  Tetttdt. 

^  This  Palamon  ansewerd  hastelje 
'And  seide  sire  what  nede))  wordes  mo 
"We  haue  pe  dej)  deseraed  hope  tuo  1716 

Two  wofutt  wreclies  be  we  tuo  Caytyues 
That  bene  encumberde  of  owre  owen  Hues 
And  as  ]>ou  art  a  riht-ful  lorde  and  luge 
ISTe  ^if  vs  neyfer  mercy  ne  refuge  1720 

Bot  sle  me  first  for  seinte  Charite 
And  sle  my  felaw  eke  as  wele  as  me 
Or  sle  him  for  ^ouhe  thou  knowest  it  lite 
)>i3  is  fi  mortal  fo  pia  is  Arcite  1724 

That  fro  ]>i  londe  is  banysshed  on  his  hed 
ffor  whiche  he  ha]^e  deserued  to  be  dede 
ffor  ])is  is  be  whiche  come  vn  to  fi  gate 
And  seide  pat  he  hiht  Philostrate .  1728 

Tbus  ha]^e  he  laped  fe  ful  mony  a  ^ere  [imrti,  buk] 

And  ^u  hast  maade  him  pi  chef  swyere 
And  pia  is  he  pat  louep  Emelye 

fifor  sep  pat  dale  is  come  pat  .1.  schal  di^e  1732 

.1.  make  pleinely  my  confessione 
]?at  .1.  am  pilke  woful  palamone 
]?at  hape  pi  pn'sone  broken  wikkedly . 

I 

.1.  am  pi  mortale  foo  and  it  am  .1.  1736 

)pat  louepe  so  bote  Emelye  pe  brihte 

That  wil  di^e  present  in  hire  sihte 

Where-fore  .1.  ax  depe  and  my  luyse  |  y.  w. 

Bot  sle  my  felawe  in  pe  same  wise  1740 

ffor  bope  we  haue  deserued  to  be  sleine 

IT  This  worpi  Due  ansewerd  anone  a3eine 

And  seide  this  is  a  scbort  conclusione 

Jowre  owren  moupe  be  3owre  confessione  1744 

Hape  dampne  30W  and  it  wil  recorde 

It  nedep  nouht  to  pyne  3owe  wip  corde 

3e  schal  be  ded  be  myhti  Mars  pe  rede 

The  qweene  anone  for  verrei  wommanhede  1748 
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Gan  for  to  wepe  aTid  so  dide  Emelie 

And  al  pe  ladies  in  fe  companve 

Grete  pite  was  as  bem  )^oaht  sMe 

That  euer  suche  a  chaunce  sliold  faUe  1752 

for  gentilmen  f  ei  were  of  grete  aatat^ 

And  no])inge  bot  for  loue  was  fis  debate 

And  saube  bire  blody  woundes  wide  and  sore 

And  al  criden  bof  e  lasse  and  more  1 756 

Haae  meici  lorde  vpon  vs  wemmen  alld 

And  on  ber  bare  knees  downe  pel  falle 

And  wolde  baue  kist  bis  fote  pere  as  he  stode 

Til  att  laste  arslaked  was  bis  moode  1760 

ffor  pite  ienne]>  sone  in  gentil  berte 

And  ^ube  be  firste  fore  Ire  quoke  and  sterte 

He  considered  scbortly  in  a  clause 

The  trespas  of  bem  bofe  and  eke  pe  cause  1764 

And  al-]K)uhe  Jat  bis  Ire  bir  gilte  accusede 

3it  in  bis  reson  be  bem  bo]»  excusede 

And  f us  be  ]>oubt  wele  fat  euery  man 

Wil  belpe  him  selfe  in  loue  if  pat  be  can  1768 

And  eke  deliuere  bim  self  owte  of  prisone 

And  eke  bis  Iierte  bad  compassione 

Of  wemmen  for  pei  wepen  euer  in  one  Poif  ts] 

And  in  bis  gentift  bert .  be  poubt  anone  1 772 

And  soft  Tn  to  bim  self  be  seide  iie 

Vpon  a  lorde  fB,t  wille  baue  no  mercye 

Bot  he  be  lyone  hope  in  worde  and  in  dede 

To  hem  ^t  bene  in  repentance  arid  drede  1776 

Al  80  wele  as  to  a  proude  dispitous  man 

That  wil  Maiten  pat  be  first  be-gan 

That  lorde  ba]7  litel  of  discreciofi 

That  in  sucbe  eas  can  no  deuisiofl  1780 

And  weie]>6  pride  afid  bumblenesse  after  one 

And  whan  bis  Ire  is  pus  a-gone 

He  gan  to  Loken  vpe  wi])  ybe  libt 

And  spake  j>is  same  wordes  al  on  bibt  1784 
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This  is  to  seine  whej^er  he  or  ^oa 

Male  wi]>  his  hundxe]^  as  .1.  spak  of  nowe 

Sle  his  contrarie  or  owte  of  listes  driue 

That  schal  .1.  3eue  Emelia  to  wif 

To  whome  p&t  fortone  ^enep  so  faire  a  grace 

The  listes  schal  .1.  maken  iu  ]>is  place 

And  god  so  wisly  on  my  soule  rewe 

As  .1.  schal  Euen  Inge  be  and  trewe 

Je  schol  none  o^er  ende  wi])  mo  makene 

)pat  one  of  ^owe  ne  schatt  be  dede  or  takene 

And  3if  30we  Jinke^  p\a  is  wele  .I.-seide 

Sei|»e  30wre  avise  and  holde  30we  wele  apaide 

This  es  30ure  ende  and  3oare  conclusione 

Who  lokep  lihtly  nowe  bot  palamone 

Who  springe])  vp  for  ioie  bot  arcite 

Who  cou^e  telle  or  who  couj^e  it  endite 

The  ioye  ^at  is  maked  in  ^e  place 

Whan  Theseus  ha^e  done  so  faire  a  grace 

But  dQwne  one  knees  went .  euery  manere  wiht 

And  ]>onked  him  vnp  al  here  hert  and  myht 

And  namely  J^e  Thebanes  oft  sipe 

And  ^us  wi]>  good  hope  and  wif^^e  herte  bli])e 

Thei  taken  here  leue  and  homward  gan  ])ei  ride 

To  Thebes  wij  olde  walles  wide 


1860 


Tctdde, 


1864 


1868 


1872 


Y.W. 


[no  9layiHif  men 
uoued.J 


rtanta 
V.  100.J 


grari*,' 


1876 


1880 


[PART  III.     No  gap  in  the  MS.} 


.1.  trowe  men  wolde  it  deme  Necligence 
Jif  .1.  for-3ate  to  tellen  pe  dispence 
Of  Theseus  fat  gofe  so  besily 
To  Maken  vp  f  e  listes  roiaUy 
)>at  suche  a  noble  theatre  as  it  was 
.1.  dare  wele  saie  in  pe  werlde  pere  nas 
The  circuite  a  Mile  was  aboute 
WaUed  of  stone  and  diche  alt  wiJ)-oute 
Bou/tde  was  fe  schappe  maner  of  compas 
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ffiil  of  d^rees  ^c  beighte  of  sexti  pas 

That  whan  a  man  was  sette  on  o  degree 

He  let-it  nonhte  his  felow  for  to  see 

Estwaide  ^ere  stoode  a  gate  of  marble  white 

Westward  riht  stoode  a-no]>er  in  ^e  opposite . 

And  schortly  to  conclude  suche  a  place 

Was  none  in  er])e  and  in  so  litel  a  space . 

ffo?  in  pe  londe  feie  nas  no  crafti  man 

That  Greomatiie  or  axce  metiik  can 

Ne  Purtreoure  ne  keruer  of  ymages 

Thas  Theseus  ne  3afe  mete  and  wages 

The  Theatre  to  make  and  to  deuise 

And  for  to  done  his  xiht  and  sacrifice 

He  Estwarde  hajy  vpon  fe  gate  aboue 

In  worschipe  of  venus  goddes  of  loue 

Done  maken  an  Auter  and  an  Oratorio 

And  in  ye  westwarde  in  Memorie 

Of  Marce  he  Maked  hape  riht  suche  anoj^er 

))at  cost  laigeH  of  gold  a  fo^er 

And  North warde  in  a  toret  on*  ^e  walle 

Of  Alabastre  white  and  rede  CoraUe 

An  oratorio  riche  for  to  se 

In  worschipe  of  Dyane  of  chastite 

Hajie  Theseus  don  wrouht  in  noble  wise 

Bot  ^te  had  .1.  forgeten  to  deuise 

pe  noble  painteynge  and  pe  purtres 

The  schappe  pe  countenance  and  pe  figures 

That  weren  in  ^ese  oratories  ^re 

ffeisl  in  pe  temple  of  venus  maist  pan  see 

Wrouhte  in  pe  walle  fu[l]  pitouse  to  be-holde 

The  broken  slepes .  and  pe  sikes  colde 

The  sacrede  teres  and  pe  weymenynge 

The  fiiy  strokes  of  desireinge 

That  loues  6eruant3  in  ])is  life  enduren 

The  o]«8  ]yat  here  couenantz  ensuren 

Besant  and  hope  desire  foolhardinesse 
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Beaute  and  ^ou]>e .  bauderie  Eichesse 
Charmes  a7id  force  leseinges  flaterie 
Dispense  Besinesse  aiid  lelowsie 
That  wered  of  3alowe  gowldes  a  garlonde 
And  a  kokkowe  sittinge  on  his  honde 
ffestes  Instrumentes  karoles  daunces 
Luste  a7id  arraie  arid  al  ]>e  Circumstaiinces 
Of  loue  whiche  ]^at  rekened  and  reken  schatt 
Be  order  were  peinted  on  f  e  watt 
And  mo  ^an  .1.  can  make  of  Mencione 
ffor  sojeli  al  f e  moimte  of  Githerone 
There  venus  haf  hir  p?7ncipal  dwellinge 
"Was  schewede  on  fe  watt  in  purtreinge* 
Wif  al  the  Gardyne  and  f  e  Instinesse 
Nsit  was  for-^ete  J>e  porter  ydelnessef 
Ne  Narcisus  fe  faire  of  jore  agone 
Ne  fe  foly  of  kinge  salamon 
Ne  3itte  }>e  grete  strenke  of  hercides  J 
Thenchauntementez  of  Medea  and  Circes 
Ne  of  Tumus  wif  f  e  hardy  fiers  corage 
The  Eiche  Crisns  Caitif  in  scmage 
Thus  maie  30  seen  pat  wisdome  ne  richesse 
Beute  ne  strenge]>e  ne  sleiht  ne  hardinesse 
!Ne  maie  wi}>  venus  halde  Champartie 
ffor  as  sche  liste  pe  werlde  p&n  maie  sche  gye . 
Lo  al  pis  folke  so  kanht  were  in  hire  lace 
Til  J)ei  ful  woo  ful  oft  seide  Alaco 
Suffisepe  here  ensamples  one  or  two 
And  poiihe  .1.  coupe  rekken  a  pousand  mo 
The  Statue  of  venus  glorious  for  to  see  § 
Was  made  fleteynge  in  pe  large  see 
And  fro  pe  nauel  doune  al  couerd  was 
Wip  wawes  grene  arid  briht  as  any  glas 
A  Citole  in  hire  Eihte  honde  had  sche 
And  on  hir  hede  ful  semely  for  to  see 
A  rose  garland  frische  and  wele  smell iuge 
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A-bone  liire  hede  here  doufes  flikeringe 

Be-fome  hir  stode  hir  scmne  Cupido 

Ypon  his  scholderee  wenges  had  he  tuo 

And  blinde  he  was  as  it  is  oft  sene 

A  bowe  he  bare  and  arwes  briht  and  kene 

IT  Whi  schold  .L  nooht  also  wele  eke  tel  ^e  hait 

The  portiatouie  ^t  was  vpon  f  e  wall: 

"Wi^inne  fe  temple  of  myhti  mars  fe  rede 

Al  peinted  was  fe  wal  in  lengethe  and  brede 

like  to  ye  estres  of  ye  grisely  place 

That  hihte  J^e  grete  temple  of  mars  in  trace 

In  pUke  colde  frosti  Eegiofi 

Ther  as  Marce  ha]>e  his  souereine  Mansion 

ffiiBte  on  ye  wal  was  peinted  a  forest 

In  whiche  yere  dwelled  neyfer  man  ne  beste 

WitJt  knotty  knarry  baran  tres  olde 

Of  stubbes  scharpe  and  hidouse  to  be-holde 

In  whiche  )>er  ran  a  rombel  in  a  swouhe . 

As  }K>iihe  a  storme  scholde  berste  euery  bouhe . 

And  dounewarde  from  an  hitt  vnder  a  bent 

Ther  stode  fe  temple  of  Mars  armipotent 

Wrowht  al  of  Bumede  stele  of  wyche  fentre 

Was  longe  and  streite  and  gastly  for  to  see 

And  yere  owte  come  a  rage  and  suche  a  veze 

That  maade  al  ye  gates  for  to  rese 

The  Northern  liht  in  att  pat  dore  schone* 

ffor  windowe  on  ye  [walle]  was  yere  none . 

Thonihe  whiche  men  myht  any  liht  disceme 

The  do^es  waren  alt  of  Attemant  ete[r]ne 

Tchenchede  ouarepwart  and  enlonge 

Vfiy  jren  toughe  and  for  to  make  it  stronge 

'Enerj  peler  ye  temple  to  susteine 

Was  tune  grete  of  yren  briht  and  schene 

There  sawe  .1.  first  ye  derke  ymaginynge 

Of  felony  an  al  ]>e  compassinge 

The  Cruele  Ire  as  rede  as  any  glede 
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The  Pike-purs  and  eke  J)e  pale  diede  .       Temide. 

The  smyler  wife  }>e  knyf  vnder  f e  cloke  •  pickpu^i 

The  Shepen  bimeinge  wiiJi  ])e  blake  smoke  2000 

The  Tieson  of  j>e  Morf  eringe  in  f  e  bedde 

The  Open  werre  wi]>  wondes  alt  be-bledde 

Contek  inf  blodj  knyfe  and  scharpe  manace  •  711.  m. 

Alt  fful  of  schrikeinge  was  ])at  sor  place  2004  • 

The  sleere  of  himself  ^it  sawe  .1.  pere 

His  herte  ha])  ba])ed  al  his  here 

The  naile  y-dryue  in  pe  schode  on  nyht 

The  colde  depe  wi])  mou])e  gapeand  vpriht  2008 

A  mides  of  fe  temple  satte  Mischaunce  *         c*  see  p.  25, ».  11.] 

WtVi  discomford  and  sori  coontenannce 

3it  sanhe  .1.  wodenes  lawheynge  in  his  rage  711. 35, 

Armed  compleinte  outehees  and  fires  outrage f    [t  see  p.  xs, ».  is.] 

The  karoigne  in  ))e  buske  wi])  ])rote.  ycorue 

A.  pousand  ysleine  and  not  of  qualme  ystorue 

The  terant  wipe  preie  be  for  prafbe 

The  towne  destroiede.  fer  was  no  J^inge  laft  2016  |  vilss. 

3ete  sawe  .1.  bemte  ]>eschippes  hoppesters|      aseep.t5,».isj 

The  hunte  strangeld  wi}>  pe  wilde  beres 

The  sowe  freteynge  pe  childe  riht  in  ye  Cradelt 

The  Coke .  Iscalded  for  al  his  longe  ladelt  2020 

Kouht  was  for^eten  be  ])enfortune  of  Marte 

The  Carte  ouerriden  wi))  his  Carte  1  vu.  w. 

Ynder  ))e  whele  fill  lowe  he  laie  a  doune  [leaf  26j 

There  were  also  of  Mart/jf  dimsioune  2024 

The  barboure  and  pe  bocher  and  fe  smithe 

That  forge])  seharpe  swerdes  on  his  sti^ 

And  al  aboue  depeinted  in  a  toure 

Sanhe  .1.  conqueste  sit  in  grete  honoure  2028 

"Wip  pe  scharpe  swerde  ouere  his  hede 

Hangeinge  be  a  subtile  twine  ])rede 

Depeinted  was  pe  slawhter  of  lulius 

Of  grete  Nero  and  of  Anthonius  2032 

Al  be  Jat  ilke  time  pei  weren  vnbome 
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3ite  was  ])eire  de]^e  depaiiited  }>ere  l)e-fonie 

Be  Manassmge  of  Mars  hht  be  &gi\TQ 

So  was  it  schewde  in  ^at  purtrature .  2036 

As  IB  depeinted  in  ]>e  sertres  a-boue 

Who  schal  be  sleine  or  elles  dede  for  loue 

Suffiseth  oone  ensample  in  stories  oolde 

.L  maie  nouht  reken  liem  al  ^ouhe  ])at  .1.  wolde         2040 

%  The  statue  of  Mars  vppon  a  Carte  stode 

Armed  and  loked  grime  as  he  war  irode 

And  onere  his  heuede  fere  schines  two  figures 

Of  sterre  fat  bene  closed  in  scriptures  2044 

J)at  on  puella  ]>at  o)^er  Kubeus 

This  god  of  armes  was  arraide  ]»us 

A  wolfe  yere  stode  be-for  him  att  his  fete 

Wi^  y3en  reede  and  of  a  man  he  ete  2048 

Wij>])e  sotel  pensel  was  depeinted  ])is  storie 

In  redouteinge  of  Mars  and  of  his  glorie . 

^  Nowe  to  }>e  temple  of  Diane  Jje  chast 

As  schortli  as  .1.  can  .1.  wil  me  haste  2052 

To  telle  30we  al  fe  descripcioune 

Depeinted  bene  pe  walles  vp  and  doune 

Of  hnntynge  and  of  schamfast  chastite 

There  sauhe  .1.  howe  woful  Caliste  2056 

Whan  ^t  Diane  was  agreued  wij^e  here 

Was  tume  fro  a  womman  to  a  here  Vna  Maior 

And  after  was  sche  maade  ]>e  lodo-sterre 

Thus  was  sche  peinted  J.  can  sei  ^owe  no  ferre .  2060 

Hir  sone  is  eke  a  sterre  as  men  Maie  see 

Thar  sawhe  [IJ  Dane  turned  tU  a  tree 

.T.  mene  nouht  J^e  goddes  Diane 

£ot  Penneus  douhter  whiche  ]>at  hiht  Dane .  2064 

%  Ther  sawhe  .L  Accheon  an  herte  ymaked  p«rfie,bMk] 

ffor  Teniaunce  ])at  he  sawhe  Diane  al  nakede 

.L  sawhe  howe  ])at  his  hondes  h&p  him  cauht 

And  freten  him  for  fat  fei  knewe  him  nauht  2068 

Site  y-peinted  was  a  litel  forj^ermore 
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Howe  Athalance  hunted  J>e  wilde  bore  TetHde. 

And  Meliagre  and  monj  an  o]?er  moo 

ffor  whiche  Diane  wronht  care  and  woo  2072 

There  sawhe  .1.  many  a  noper  wondere  stone 

The  whiche  me  Inste  nooht  drawe  to  memoiie 

H  This  Goddes  on  an  hert  ful  hihe  sche  seete 

Wi]>  smalld  houndes  al  aboute  hei'  feete .  2076 

And  ynder-ne])e  hire  feete  sche  had  a  mone 

Waxinge  it  was  and  scholde  wany  sone 

In  gaude  grene  hire  statue  clo])ed  was 

Wi]>  bowe  in  honde  and  arwes  in  a  kas  2080 

Hii'  yhen  kest  sche  ful  lowe  adoune 

Thare  pluto  ha]>  his  derke  Begione 

A  womman  trauaillinge  was  hire  befome 

Bot  for  hire  childe  was  so  longe  vnboine  2084 

£ful  pitously  Lucina  gan  sche  call« 

And  seide  helpe  for  )>ou  maiste  best  of  aHe 

"Wele  cou]>e  he  peinte  lifly  J>at  it  wrouht 

Wi])  many  a  floren  he  J>e  hewes  bouht  2088 

Kowe  bene  )>es  listes  maade  and  Theseus 

That  att  his  grete  cost  arraide  ^us 

The  temples  and  fe  Teatre  euery  dele 

Whan  it  was  done  it  liked  him  wondere  wele  2092 

Bot  stinte  .1.  will'  of  Theseus  a  lite 

And  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  Arcite 

The  daie  approche)>  of  hire  retoumynge 

That  eueryche  schold  an  .0.  knyhtes  bringe .  2096 

The  Bataile  to  darraine  as  .1.  ^owe  tolde 

And  til  Athenes  here  couenant  for  to  holde 

Ha]?e  eueryche  of  hem  brouht  an  .0.  knyhtes 

Wele  armed  for  ]>e  werre  att  al  lihtes  2100 

An  sekurly  pete  trowed  mony  a  man 

That  neuer  8i])]>e  ]>at  ^  werlde  be-gan  yj  ^ 

As  for  to  speke  of  knyhthode  of  hire  honde 

As  fer  as  god  ha]>  maked  see  and  londe  2104 

Was  of  so  fewe  so  noble  a  compaignye  i  yj^  ^ 

LANSDOWNS   60   . 


OBoup  A.  §  2.   knight's  tale.  Lamdowne  MS.    61 


£&>r  eaerj  whilit  ^at  loued  cheualiie . 

And  wold  bis  ^nkes  and  haue  a  passant  name 

Uape  pieide  ^at  he  mybte  be  of  )Mtt  game . 

And  wel  was  ]iim  ]>at  fer^to  cbosen  was 

ffor  if  J>eTe  fell  to  morwe  sucbe  a  cas 

}e  knewe  wele  )>at  eue^y  lusty  knybt 

)>at  loue^  paramoures .  And  ba^  bis  mybt 

'VVeie  it  in  Ingelonde  or  elles  wbere 

Tliei  wolde  bere  )K)nkes  willen  to  be  )>eie 

To  figbte  for  a  lady  benedicite 

It  were  a  lusti  sibt  for  to  see 

And  liht  so  ferden  ^ei  wi]>  Palamon 

Wipe  bim  ])ere  went  knybtes  manyon 

Some  wol  ben  armed  in  an  baburgeon 

And  in  a  breste  plate .  And  in  a  libt  lepon 

And  some  wil  baue  a  paire  plates  laige 

And  some  wil  baue  a  prace  scbelde  or  a  taige 

Some  wel  bene  armed  on  bis  legges  wele 

And  baue  an  ax  and  some  a  mace  of  stele 

Thar  is  no  new  gise  ]>at  it  nas  bolde 

Armed  were  ^ei  as  .1.  baue  jowe  tolde 

Eneryche  after  bis  opinione 

Thare  maistowe  see  comynge  wi)>  palamon 

Ugnrge  bim  selfe  ]>e  grete  kinge  of  trace 

Blake  was  his  berde  and  manly  was  bis  face 

The  oercles  of  bis  yben  in  bis  bede 

Thei  glowde  be-twix  jalowe  and  rede 

And  like  a  griffon  loked  be  a-boute 

With  kempe  beres  on  bis  browes  stoute 

His  limes  grete .  bis  braune  barde  and  stronge 

His  scholdres  brod .  bis  aimes  rounds  and  longe 

And  as  pe  gise  was  in  bis  centre 

ffnl  bihe  vpon  a  chare  of  gold  stode  be 

Wiffe  foure  white  boles  in  ]?e  trays 

In  stede  of  cote  armoure  ouer  bis  bemays 

Wi^  naille  ^elow  and  biibt  as  any  golds 

LAVSDOWNE   61 


DMtvn 

2108     'gliioeo.'yiL4. 


2112 


2116 


2120 


2124 


2128 


^  Ardto's  side 

•  VI.  14. 

•  YI.  fL   (Baep.8^ 
11.14.) 


2132 


.  VI.  n. 


2136 


VLtL 


2140  .  TL 


62   GROUP  A.    §  2.  knight's  tale.  Lansdowne  MS. 


He  had  a  berskiime  cole-blake  for  olde 

His  longe  here  was  kembed  be-hinde  his  bak 

As  any  Eauenes  fe]?er  it  schane  for  blak 

A  wrejje  of  golde  arme  grete  of  huge  wighte 

Vpon  his  hede  sette  ful  of  stones  briht 

Of  fine  Rubies  and  of  diamantz 

A-boute  his  chare  J?er  went  white  alantz 

Twenty  and  moo  as  grete  as  any  stere 

To  hunten  att  J>e  lyon  or  J>e  dere 

And  folowed  him  wij)  mosel  fast  bounde 

Colors  of  golde  and  turettes  filed  rounde 

An  .C.  lordes  had  he  in  his  Eoute 

Armed  fid  wele  wij?  hertes  sterene  and  stoute 

^  WiJ)  Arcita  in  Stories  as  men  finde 

The  grete  Emetrius  pQ  kinge  of  Inde 

Ypon  a  stede  baie  trapped  in  stele 

Couerd  wiJ?  clofe  of  gold  diapred  wele 

Cam  rideinge  like  ]>e  god  of  Armes  mars 

His  cote  armur  was  of  clofe  of  tars 

Couched  wiJ?  perles  white  and  rounde  and  grete 

His  sadep]  was  of  brent  gold  new  ybette 

A  mantelet  vpon  his  scholdere  hongeynge 

Breteful  of  Rubies  rede  as  fire  sparklinge 

His  crispe  here  like  ringes  was  yronne 

And  )>at  was  ^alowe  and  gleteringe  as  pe  sone 

His  nose  was  hihe  his  y3en  briht  Citrine 

His  lippes  rounde .  his  colour  was  sanguyne 

A  fewe  fraknes  in  his  face  y-sprined 

Be-twix  jalowe  and  somdel  blak  ymeyned 

And  as  lion  he  his  lokeynge  cast 

Of  five  and  twenti  ^ere  his  age  .1.  cast 

His  herd  tv^as  wele  be-gunne  for  to  springe 

His  vois  was  as  a  trompe  thundringe 

Vpon  his  hede  he  wered  of  laurer  grene 

A  garland  fresche  and  lusti  for  to  seene 

Vpon  his  honde  he  bare  for  his  deduyte 
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An  Egle  tame  as  any  lelj  white 

An  .C.  lordes  had  he  wijj  him  fere 

Al  armed  sane  hire  hedes  in  al  her  gere  2180 

ffol  richely  in  al  maner  ])inges 

ffor  troste))  wele  ]>at  Dukes  Erles  and  kinges 

Weren  gaderd  in  ])is  noble  compaignie 

ffor  loue  and  for  encres  of  chiualrie  2184 

A-boute  ]d8  kinge  ])ar  ranne  on  euery  parte 

fful  mony  a  tame  lion  atid  lepart 

%  And  in  ]hs  wise  \es  lordes  al  and  some 

Bene  on  ^  sondaie  to  ])e  Cite  come  2188 

Abonte  pr/me  and  in  ])e  towne  a-lihte 

This  theseus  \\a  dac  ]>i3  wor]7i  knyht 

Whan  he  had  bronht  hem  in  to  his  Citee  neafes] 

And  Inned  hem  eu^che  att  his  degree  2192 

He  festej?  hem  and  do)^  so  grete  la-boure 

To  esen  hern  and  done  hem  al  honoure 

That  ^it  men  wenej)  ])at  nomannes  witte 

Of  none  astate  ne  cou]>e  amende  it  2196 

The  minstralcie  )7e  &?ruice  att  )>e  feste 

The  grete  ^eftes  to  )7e  most  arid  leste 

The  Riche  arraie  of  Theseus  Paleis 

Ne  who  satt  first  ne  laat  yppon  ]>e  deis  2200 

What  ladies  fairest  bene  or  best  daunceinge 

Or  whiche  of  hem  can  best  daunsen  or  singe 

Ne  who  moste  feleingelike  speke]>  of  loue 

What  hadkes  sitten  in  ]>e  perche  aboue  2204 

What  honndes  liggen  on  ]7e  flore  adoune 

Of  att  ^ia  make  .1.  no  we  no  mencioune 

Bot  al  J^ffect  ])at  J^enke)?  me  beste 

Now  oome])  ^  pointe  and  herken  if  30 w  leste  2208 

f  The  sondaye  att  nyht  ar  day  be-gan  to  springe 

Whan  Palamon  ]>e  larke  herde  singe 

Al  )K>iilie  it  oar  nouht  dale  be  houres  tuo 

3et6  songe  )w  larke  An  Palamon  riht  )>o  221 2 

WiJ>  holy  herte  and  wij>  an  hihe  corage 
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He  rose  to  wende  on  his  pilgienage  TeteUe. 

Ynto  )k3  blisful  Citharea  benigne 

.1.  meiie  venus  honuiable  ajid  digne  2216 

And  in  biie  houre  he  walke]>  for]7e  apace 

Vnto  ])e  listes  J?er  hir  temple  wace 

An  doone  he  kneled  aiid  wij;  humble  chere 

And  hert  sore  he  seide  as  je  schal  here  2220 

%  fifairest  of  faire  0  ladi  myne  Yenus 

Doubter  to  loue  arid  spouse  to  vulcanus  •  ytl  4s. 

Thou  glader  of  ])e  mounte  of  Citheron 

fifor  ]?ilke  loue  povL  haddest  to  Adoil  2224  • 

Haue  pite  of  my  bitter  teres  smarte . 

And  take  myne  humble  preier  att  pine  herte 

Alias  .L  ne  haue  no  langage  to  telle  •  yn.  45. 

The  effectes  ne  ])e  torment  on  myn  belle  2228  • 

Mine  herte  maie  myne  harmes  nouht  bi-wreie 

.1.  am  so  confuse  ]>at  .1.  can  nouht  seie  •  vii.  45. 

Bot  Merci  ladi  briht  J>at  knowest  wele 

Mi  ])ouhte  and  seest  what  harmes  J^at  .1.  fele .  2232  • 

Considere  al  pis  and  rewe  vpon  my  sore 

As  wisly  as  .1.  schal  for  euer  More 

£nfor])e  my  myht  ]>i  trewe  semant  be 

And  halden  were  alwaie  vrip  chastite  2236 

That  .1.  make  myne  avowe  so  je  me  helpe 

.L  kepe  nouht  of  armes  for  to  ^elpe  •  vii.  *a. 

"Ne  .L  ne  axe  not  to  mome  to  haue  victorie 

Ne  renoune  in  pia  caas  ne  veine  glorie  2240 

Of  pns  of  armes  blowen  vp  and  doune 

Bot  .1.  wolde  haue  fully  possessione 

Of  Emelye  and  die  in  his  s^ruise 

fi&nde  30we  pe  manere  howe  arid  in  whatt  wise  2244  .  yn,  tr. 

.1.  reche  nou^t  bot  it  better  maie  bue 

To  haue  victorie  of  hem  or  ])ei  of  me 

So  )>at  .1.  maie  my  lady  in  myne  armes 

ffor  ]>ouhe  so  be  ])at  mars  is  god  of  Armes  2248 

3oure  yertue  is  so  grete  in  heuene  aboue 
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Jxit.  if  ^u  liste  .1.  Bcbal  wel  haue  my  loue 

f  Thi  temple  wil  .1.  worschipe  euere  mo 

And  o&  ])me  autere  where  .1.  ride  or  go  2252 

.L  wil  don  sacrifice  and  fires  bete 

And  if  ^e  wil  noa3t  so  my  lady  swete 

fan  praie  .1.  fe  to-mome  wi])  a  spere 

))at  Arcite  [me]  ])Ourhe  ]>e  herte  bere  2256 

Than  reke  .1.  nooht  whan  .1.  haue  lost  my  lif 

Thoaht  y&i  Arcite  winne  hire  to  his  wif 

This  is  )>effect  and  ende  of  my  prayere 

3ef  me  my  lone  ]>oa  blisseful  ladi  dere  22G0 

f  Whan  ]«  orison  was  done  of  Palamon 

His  sacrifice  be  dide  and  poi  a-none 

ffol  pitously  wij>  al  circumstances  •  [*  s««  p.  25, «.  i6.] 

Afi  tel  .1.  not  as  nowe  his  obs^ruances  2264 

Bot  att  ye  laste  pe  Statue  of  venus  schooke 

And  >Iaade  a  signe  where-bi  ]>at  he  toke 

That  his  praier  was  accept  ])at  daie 

for  )K>ugbe  pe  signe  schewed  a  delaie  2268 

3it  wist  he  wele  )7at  graunted  was  his  bone 

And  wip  glad  herte  he  went  him  horn  ful  sone 

The  f  rede  boure  inequale  pat  Palamon 

Be-gan  to  Tenus  temple  for  to  gone  2272 

Vp  roae  fe  aonne  and  vpe  roos  Emelye 

And  to  pe  temple  of  Diane  gan  hye 

The  Maidens  fat  federe  wif  hire  ladde  Oaf  29] 

ffal  redely  wif  hem  f  e  fire  f  ei  hadde  2276 

The  encens  f  e  clof  es  and  f  e  remenant  alt 

That  to  fe  sacrifice  longeu  schali 

The  homes  ful  of  Mef  e  as  was  f  e  gise 

There  lakked  noubt  to  done  bii*  sacrifise  2280 

8mokeinge  pe  temple  ful  of  clof  es  faire 

Tlu3  Emely  wif  hert  debonaire 

Hit  body  [wessb]  wife  water  of  a  wett 

Bot  how  scbe  did  bii'  riht  J.  dar  not  telt  2284 

Bot  it  be  any  f  inge  in  generafl* 
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And  jit  it  were  a  game  to  here  it  att 

Til  him  ])at  mene])e  wele  it  ner  no  charge 

Bot  it  IB  goode  a  man  be  att  his  large 

Her  brihte  here  vn-kembed  vntrussed  al 

A  coron  of  a  grene  oke  serial 

Vpon  hire  hed  sett  ful  feire  and  mete 

Two  fires  on  fe  auter  gan  sche  bete 

And  dide  hir  ])inges  as  men  mai  be-holde 

In  Stace  of  Thebes  as  jies  bokes  olde 

Whan  kindeled  was  ])e  fire  wif  pitous  chere 

Vn  to  Diane  sche  spak  as  3e  maye  here 

IT  0  chaste  goddes  of  J>e  wodes  gi-ene 

To  whom  .bo])e  heuen  and  er]>e  and  see  is  sene 

Queene  of  fe  regno  of  Pluto  derke  and  lawe 

Goddes  of  maydenes  ])at  myn  hert  haste  knowe 

ffol  mony  a  jere  and  woste  what  .1.  desire 

As  kepe  me  fro  J>i  veniance  and  fine  ire 

\>B,i  Attheon  abouht  cruely 

Chaate  goddes  wel  woste  fou  fat  .1. 

Desire  to  be  a  maiden  al  my  lif 

Ne  neuer  wil  .1.  be  no  loue  ne  wi 

.1.  am  J>ou  woste  jit  of  fi  compaignie 

A  mayden  and  loue  huntynge  and  venerye 

And  for  to  walken  in  fe  wodes  wilde 

And  nouht  to  bene  a  wif  and  be  wij?  childe 

Note  wil  .1.  knowe  company  of  man 

Now  he[re]  me  ladi  seffe  je  maie  and.  can 

£for  free  formes  fat  f u  haste  in  f e 

And  palamon  fat  haf  suche  a  loue  to  me 

And  eke  Arcite  fat  louef  me  so  sore 

Jjis  grace  .1.  pray .  jowe  wif-owten  more 

And  sonde  loue  and  pees  be-twene  hem  two 

And  fro  me  tome  awaie  her  hertes  soo 

That  al  her  hote  loue  and  desire 

And  al  her  bysy  torment  and  hire  fire 

Be  qveynte  or  tornede  in  a  nof efer  place 
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And  if  so  be  fou  wilt  noiiht  do  me  grace 

Or  if  my  destany  be  scbapede  so 

That  .L  scbal  nedes  baue  one  of  fern  tuo  2324 

As  sende  me  bim  ^at  most  desire]>  me 

Be-bolde  goddes  of  clene  chastite 

The  bitter  teres  fat  on  my  cbeke  falle 

Sen  ^a  art  Maiden  and  keper  of  vs  alle 

My  maidenbede  ]>ou  kepe  and  wele  consenie 

And  wile  .L  leue  a  maide  .L  wil  ^owe  s<?rue 

The  fires  beme  ypon  pe  auter  cleie 

While  emely  was  ])U8  in  hir  preiere  2332 

Bot  sodanly  scbe  sawe  a  siht  queynte 

ffor  libte  a-none  on  of  f  e  fires  queynte 

An  quyked  a3eine  and  after  ])at  anone 

That  ofer  fire  was  queynte  and  al  agone  2336  • 

Ajid  as  it  qaejrnte  it  maad  a  wbistelynge 

As  done  pea  wete  brondes  in  her  brenynge 

Ajid  att  pe  brondes  ende  oute  ran  anone 

As  it  were  blodi  dropes  many  one  2340 

ffor  whiche  so  sore  agaste  was  Emelye 

That  sche  was  nyhe  mad  and  gan  to  crie 

ffor  sche  ne  wist  what  it  signified 

Bot  onely  for  pe  fere  pua  haj?  sche  cried  2344 

And  wepe  pat  Pite  was  to  here 

And  Jyere  wi))  att  Diane  gan  a-pere 

Wip  bowe  in  honde  rLht  as  an  hunteresse 

And  seide  doubter  stinte  ]?ine  heuinesse  2348 

Amonge  pe  goddes  on  hibe  it  is  affermede 

And  be  eteme  worde  wreten  and  confermede 

Thou  scbalt  be  wedded  vn  to  one  of  foo 

That  bane  for  pe  so  muche  care  and  woo  2352 

Bot  Tnto  whiche  of  hem  .1.  maie  nouht  telld 

ffare  wele  for  .1.  ne  maie  no  longer  dwells 

The  fires  whiche  ]>at  on  myn  auter  beme 

Scheie  ^e  declaren  arr  ]^at  je  gon  henne  2356 

1"  Thyne  anentur  of  lone  as  in  fis  caas 

LAN9D0WNE    67 


TetHdt. 


•  VII.  8& 


I  VII. 


78. 


•  VII.  88. 


•  VII.  91. 


.  VII. «. 


I  VII.  9t. 


.  VIL88. 


•  VII.  89. 

f'  oon  eterna  pft- 
rola.'  VIL  86.3 

•  VIL  68. 


•  VIL  89. 


VIL  89. 


• 

vn.9a 

2360. 

[leaf  SO] 

2364 

• 

yiL98. 

68   GROUP  A.    §  2.   knight's  tale.  Lanidowne  MS. 

And  wij>  J>at  worde  pe  Arwes  in  pe  caas  •       Tueuu, 

Of  ye  goddes  clateme  fiEist  and  ringe 

And  foT\fe  sche  wente  and  made  a  yanyssinge 

fifor  whiche  ]'i[ng]  emely  astoned  was 

And  seide  what  a-moiinte]^  yia  alas 

.1.  pute  me  in  pi  pr&tectione 

Diane  aTid  in  ]>ine  dispoci(»on 

And  home  sche  go]>e  a-none  pe  next  weye 

]?is  is  J^effecte  ]>ere  is  nomore  to  seie 

^  The  next  honre  of  Mais  folwynge  f  is 

Aicite  ynto  pe  temple  walke  is  2368 

Of  fires  Mars  to  don  his  sacrifice 

WiJ>  aft  fe  rihtes  of  his  payen  wise 

Wi))e  pitons  hert  and  hihe  deuocione  •  til  b. 

Kiht  ]>as  to  mars  he  sent  his  orison  2372  • 

%  0  stronge  good  pat  in  pe  regne  colde  '  vil  u. 

Of  Trace  honoured  erte  and  lorde  .I.-holde 

And  hast  in  euery  regne  afid  in  exiery  londe 

Of  armes  al  pe  hridel  in  )}in  honde  2376 

And  hem  fortunest  as  pe  liste  deuyse 

Accepte  of  me  my  pitous  sacrifise 

If  so  be  ]7at  my  3ou])e  mai  deserue  *  ya  v. 

And  J>at  .1.  myht  be  worfi  for  to  seme  2380  • 

Thi  godhede  ])at  .1.  maie  bene  one  of  ])ine 

Jjat  praie  .1.  to  J>e  to  rewe  vpon  my  pine 

£for  pUke  pine  and  pUke  bote  fire 

In  whiche  ])ou  whilome  bemeste  for  desire  2384 

"Whan  fat  J>ou  vsedest  fi  beaute  •  vu.  as. 

Of  faire  jonge  fressche  venus  fre 

And  haddest  hir  in  armes  att  J?i  witt 

Al-fonhe  je  ones  on  a  time  mysfell'  2388 

Whane  rolcanus  hadde  canht  pe  in  his  laas  •  vn. ». 

And  fonde  pe  liggynge  be  his  wif  alaas 

fFor  pake  sorwe  pai  was  in  fin  herte 

Haue  Ten)7e  as  wele  vpon  my  peines  smerte  2392 

X  am  ^onge  and  vnknnynge  as  fou  woste  •  yu  «. 
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And  aa  .L  trowe  wi]>  loue  offendade  moste  •       Tu$id€. 

pai  euer  was  any  Hues  creature 

fifor  ache  psi  do^e  me  al  pia  woo  endure  2396 

Ke  xecche)>  neuer  whe])er  .1.  sinke  or  flete 

And  wele  .L  wote  ar  sche  me  merci  hete 

.L  moste  wi]»  8trenke]»  winne  hii^  in  ]>e  place 

And  wele  .L  wote  wif-owten  helpe  or  grace  2400  "  riL  a& 

Of  ^  f  ne  male  my  8trenke]>  nouht  aveile 

Than  helpe  me  lorde  to-mome  in  my  bataile .  •  .?u  sr. 

ffor  pUke  fire  pat  whilom  brente  pe  [leaf  so,  bMk] 

As  wele  as  pUke  fire  no  we  brenne])  me  2404 

An  do  pkt  .1.  to-mome  haue  ^e  victorie 

Myne  be  fe  trauayle  and  )»ine  be  pe  glorie*     c*  see  p.  25,  n.  i?.] 

Thi  souereyne  temple  wele  most  .1  honouren 

Of  any  place  and  al-wey  moste  labouren .  2408 

In  ^i  pesauntez  and  in  ])i  craftes  stronge 

And  in  )»i  temple  .L  will  Mi  baner  honge  •  yil  28. 

And  al  pe  armes  of  my  compaignye 

And  euer  more  YntU  ]>at  .1.  dye  2412 

Eteme  fire  .L  wilt  be-for  f  e  finde  •  tu.  sb. 

And  eke  to  pis  a-vowe  .L  wil  me  binde 

Mine  Mine  here  ])at  honge])  longe  a  doune  *  TU.  sa. 

That  neuer  )ite  ne  felte  offensione  2416  • 

Of  Basonre  ne  of  schere  .L  wil  pe  ^eue 

And  bene  ))i  treu  s^ruant  while  .1.  leue . 

l^ow  lorde  haue  reu])e  ypon  my  sorous  sore 

^if  me  pe  victorie  .L  ax  ])e  no  more  2420 

%  The  pieier  stinte  of  Arcita  pe  stronge 

The  ringe  on  pe  temple  dore  ])at  honge . 

And  eke  pe  dores  claterden  fill  fast  •  yii.  sn. 

Of  whiche  axcita  sumwliat  him  a-gaste  2424 

The  fires  brenten  vpon  pe  auteres  brihte  •  yi^.  4o. 

That  it  gan  al  pe  temple  for  to  llhte 

And  swete  smelle  pe  gronde  anone  vp  ^afe 

And  Arcita  a-none  his  hand  vp  hafe  2428    gee  vn.  4o. 

And  More  encence  in  to  ]>e  fire  he  caste 
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Wip  opere  rihtes  moo  and  at  pe  laste 

The  Statue  of  Marc^  began  his  hauberk  linge 

And  wi])  ])e  sounde  he  herde  a  memorynge 

£ful  lowe  and  dimme  p&t  seide  ]?us  victorie 

ffor  whiche  he  ^afe  to  mars  honour  and  glorie 

And  ]>us  wij)  loy  and  hope  wele  to  fare 

Arcite  a-none  vn  to  his  Inne  lie  is  fare 

As  feine  as  fowle  is  of  pe  briht  sonne 

And  riht  anone  fifrissche  strife  is  be-gunne 

ffor  pUke  grauntynge  in  pe  heuen  a-boue 

Be-twix  venus  pe  goddes  of  loue 

And  marco  pe  steren  god  Armipotentent 

That  lubiter  was  besie  it  to  stent 

Til  ^at  pe  pale  Satumus  pe  colde 

J>at  knewe  so  mony  of  aventures  olde 

ffond  in  his  olde  expmens  an  arte 

That  ful  sone  ha])e  pleside  euery  parte 

A  so])e  is  seide  Elde  ha])  grete  auantage 

In  Elde  is  bo))e  wisdome  and  vsage 

Men  Maie  ^e  olde  att-renne  and  nouht*  atrede 

Satume  a-none  to  stint  strif  and  drede 

Al  be  it  ]>at  it  is  a^eines  his  kinde 

Of  Al  J)is  st[r]if  he  gan  remedi  finde 

Mi  dere  Doubter  venus  qwc;d  Satume 

Mi  course  ])at  ha])e  so  wide  for  to  tume 

Hap  more  powere  pejo.  ha^  any  manne 

Mine  is  pe  drynchinge  in  ^e  see  so  wanne 

Mine  is  pe  pr/sone  in  pe  derke  cote 

Mine  is  pe  strangle  and  hongeinge  by  pe  J^rote 

The  murmure  and  pe  cheles  rebeUinge 

The  groneynge  and  pe  pnue  enprisoneinge 

.1.  do  vengeance  and  pleine  correctione 

Wil  .1.  dwell e  in  pe  signe  of  pe  leone 

Myne  is  pe  ruyne  of  pe  hihe  halles 

The  fallynge  of  pe  toures  a7id  of  pe  walles 

Ypon  pe  minor  and  pe  Cari>enter 
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I  slowhe  Sampson  schakinge  fe  piler 
And  myne  bene  )je  Maladies  colde 
The  derke  tresoures  and  fe  Costes  olde 
My  lokeynge  is  fe  fader  of  pestelence 
No  we  wepe  nomore  .1.  schal  do  diligence 
paX  palamon  J^at  is  pine  owen  knyht 
Schal  haue  his  lady  as  )70u  him  hihte 
Mars  schal  helpe  his  knyht  naj^eles 
Be-twix  ^owe  jwre  mot  be  sum  time  pes 
Al  be  nouht  bofe  of  on  complexione 
pat  canse]»  al  dale  suche  dinisione 
.1.  am  pin  ayett  rede  att  J>i  witt 
Wepe  nowe  no  more  f i  lust  .1.  wil  fulfiit 
:Nowe  wilt  J.  stente  of  pe  goddes  aboue 
Of  Mara  and  of  venus  goddes  of  loue 
And  teft  3owe  also  pleinely  as  .1.  can 
pe  giet  efTecte  of  whiche  that  .1.  be-gan 
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[PART  IV.     No  gap  in  the  MS.] 


%  Crete  was  pe  feste  in  Athenes  ))at  daie 

And  eke  pat  lusti  seson  of  ]>at  maye 

Maade  eueiy  knyht  to  bene  in  suche  plesau/ice 

That  al  pat  monday  lousten  f  ei  and  daunce . 

And  spende  it  in  hihe  venos  seruise 

Bot  be  pe  cause  ]»t  pel  scholde  rise 

Erly  for  to  seen  pe  grete  fighte 

Ynto  her  reste  went  ]»ei  att  nihte 

And  on  pe  morwe  whan  ^e  dai  gan  springe 

Of  hors  and  hemeys  noyse  and  clateringe 

Hiere  was  in  hostries  al  a-boute 

And  to  pe  Paleys  rode  ]>ei^  mony  a  route 

Of  lordes  vpon  stedes  and  palfreis 

There  maist  ]k)u  seen  diuiseinge  of  barneys 

So  vnkou^  and  so  riche  and  wrouhte  so  wele 

Of  gold  smyf  erie  of  brondeinge  and  of  stele 
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The  Scheldes  briht  testeres  and  trappures  Ttteid$. 

Gold  hewen  helmes  hawberkes  cote  armures  2500 

Lordes  in  paramentes  on  Lii'  courseres 

Knyhtes  of  Eetenu  atid  eke  swieres 

Naillinge  J?e  speres  and  helmes  bokelynge 

Gideinge  of  scheldes  wi];  layners  lasinge  2504 

There  as  nede  is  Jyei  were  no  ^inge  ydel 

The  fomy  stedes  on  fe  golden  bridel  •  vu.  gr. 

Gnawen  and  faste  ))e  armureres  also  • 

Wi])  file  and  hamur  prikinge  to  and  fro  2508 

3omen  on  fote  and  comune  mony  one 

Wi]}  schort  staiies  riht  as  ])ei  mai  gone 

Pipes  trompes  nakers  clarions 

])at  in  ]>e  retaile  blewe  blodi  sownes  2512 

The  Paleis  ful  of  peple  vp  and  doune  |  vn.  m. 

Here  ])re  Jjer  ten  holdeinge  her  questioune 

Deuyneinge  of  Jjis  thebane  knyhtes  tuo 

Som  seide  ^us  sum  seide  it  schal  be  so  2516 

Some  holden  wif  him  wij?  fe  blake  berde 

Some  wijj  fe  balle  some  wij>  )7e  )^ikke  herede 

Some  seide  he  loked  gri/nnie  and  he  wolde  fihte 

He  ha])  a  sparjje  of  .xx.  pounde  of  wihte  2520 

Thus  was  ])e  hal  ful  of  diuineinge 

Longe  after  ])at  ]?e  sonne  gan  to  springe 

The  grete  Theseus  fat  of  his  slepe  awaked  .  yii.  96l 

WiJ)  mynstralcye  and  noys  fat  was  maked  2524 

Held  3ite  f  e  Chambres  of  his  palays  riche  • 

Til  fat  fo  Thebanes  knyhtes  bofen  yliche 

Honorable  weren  in  to  f  e  Palays  ffette 

Due  Theseus  is  att  fe  window  sette  2528 

Arraide  riht  as  he  were  a  god  in  Throne  p«fS8] 

The  peple  presed  federwarde  ful  sone 

Him  for  to  seyn  and  done  hihe  reuerence 

And  eke  to  herken  his  heste  and  his  sentence  2532 

An  heraude  on  a  scafold  maad  an  hoo 

Til  att  fe  noys  of  f e  peple  was .  y-doo 
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2540  •  viL  r. 


And  whan  he  sawe  ]>e  peple  of  noyse  al  stitt 

Thos  schewed  he  ]>e  myhty  dukes  will:  2536 

f  The  lorde  ha]>  of  his  hihe  discrecione 

Considered  Jnit  it  were  destructione 

To  gentil  blode  to  fihten  in  ]>iB  gise 

Of  Mortaile  bataile  nowe  in  pia  emprise 

Whare-for  to  schapen  ]?at  )>ei  schal  not  deye 

He  wilt  his  first  purpos  modefye 

No  man  )>ar-fore  vpon  peine  on  his  lif 

Ko  manere  schotte  ne  polax  ne  schorte  knyfe  2544 

In  to  )»e  listes  sende  ne  peder  bringe 

Xe  schort  swerde  for  to  stoke  wi]>  pointe  biteinge . 

Xo  man  ne  drauhe  ne  here  it  be  his  side 

Koman  schal  vn  to  his  felawe  ride  2548 

£ot  oo  cours  wi]>  a  scharpe  ygrounde  spere 

ffoyne  if  him  list  on  fote  him  self  to  were 

And  [he]  ^t  is  att  Meschef  schal  be  take 

And  nouht  slcine  hot  be  brouht  vnto  fe  stake  2552 

That  schal  bene  ordeined  on  ey]?er  side 

But  ]^ider  he  schal  be  force  and  pare  abide 

And  if  so  fal  )»e  Cheftaigne  be  take 

On  ey^r  side  or  elles  sleine  his  make  2556 

No  longer  schal  pe  tomynge  last 

God  sped  30W  go  for)>e  arid  laie  on  fast 

Wijy  longe  swerdes  and  wij)  maces  fihten  ^oure  fitt 

Go  nowe  ^oure  weie  fis  is  pe  lordes  wilt  2560 

The  voice  of  pe  peple  touched  heuen 

So  loude  cried  )>ei  wij)  mery  steuene  • 

Crod  saue  suche  a  lorde  ])at  is  so  goode 

He  wilnep  no  destruction  of  mannes  blode  2564  • 

Yp  go^  pe  trompes  aTid  pe  melodic 

And  to  pe  listes  ryde^  pe  compaignie 

Be  ordinance  ^oruhe  oute  pe  Cite  large 

Honged  'wip  clo))e  of  golde  arid  nouht  wi)>  sarge  2568 

ffol  like  a  lorde  pia  noble  Due  gan  ride 

The  tno  Thebanes  vpon  ey])ei  side . 
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And  aflere  rode  J>e  queene  and  Emely  [toaf  w,  uck] 

And  after  ))at  an  o]>er  compaignie  2572 

Of  one  and  oJ?er  after  here  degre 

And  ])iis  ]>ei  passen  ]7Uig&  oute  pe  Citee 

And  to  ])e  listes  come  fei  be  time 

It  was  nouht  of  pQ  dale  jit  fiilliche  pWme  2576 

IT  Whan  sette  was  Theseus  fol  riche  and  hihe 

Ipolita  jfQ  queene  and  Emelje 

And  oJ>er  ladyes  in  degres  a-boute 

Vn-to  fe  setes  presef  aft  fe  route .  2580 

And  west wa  foruhe  Jje  gates  vnder  Marte  •  [•  8«e  p. «, «.  wj        yii.  im. 

Arcite  and  eke  fe  hundre])  of  his  parte 

WiJ>  baner  rede  is  entred  riht  anone 

And  in  ]?at  selfe  moment  Palamon .  2584 

Is  vnder  venus  est-warde  in  ])e  place 

Wif  banere  white  and  hardy  chere  and  face 

In  al  )>e  werlde  to  seken  vpe  and  doune 

So  euen  wi)K)ute  variacioMne  2588 

fer  ner  suche  companyes  tweye 

ffor  fere  was  none  so  wise  ]>at  cou]7e  seye 

pat  any  had  of  of  ere  auantage 

Of  wor})inesse  ne  of  state  of  age  i  2592 

So  euen  were  fei  Chosen  for  to  gesse 

And  in  to  Eynges  faire  pei  hem  dresse 

Tf  Whan  Jjat  here  names  were  rad  euerychone 

That  in  hir  nombre  gile  were  fere  none  2596 

Tho  was  \>e  gates  schette  and  cried  was  lowde 

Do  nowe  jowre  deuere  jonge  knyhtes  prowde 

The  herawdes  left  he  prikinge  vpe  aiid  downe 

Nowe  ringen  trompes  loude  and  clarioune  2600 

The[r]  is  no  more  to  seine  west  or  est 

In  goj^e  pe  speres  fuJ  sadly  in  a  rest 

In  goj^e  J>e  scharpe  spere  in  to  ])e  side 

Ther  seen  men  who  kan  lusten  and  who  can  ride         2604 

Ther  schyueren  schaftes  vp  on  scheldes  ]>ikke 

He  file])  )>oruhe  fe  hert  spone  J^e  prike 
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Vp  springej)  speres .  twenty  fote  on  hiht 

Cute  gone  pe  swerdes  as  Je  siluer  briht 

The  helme  Jei  to-hewen  and  tonschrede 

Oute  brestef  pQ  blode .  wij  steren  stremes  rede 

Wi)>  mylity  Maces  Je  bones  f  ei  to-breste 

He  jwrube  fe  fikkest  on  J>e  Jronge  gan  Jreste 

Ther  stumbles  stedes  stronge  and  downe  gone  al 

He  rollej)  vnder  fote  as  dofe  a  bal 

He  foynej)  on  bis  fote  wij  his  tronchon 

And  he  him  hurte))  wijj  his  hors  adoune 

He  jwruhe  pe  body  is  hurte  and  sithen  take 

^laugre  his  hede  and  brouhte  vnto  Je  stake 

As  forward  was  riht  Jere  he  must  abide 

An  o]>er  is  lad  on  ))at  oj^er  side 

And  som  time  do])e  hem  Theseus  to  reste 

Hem  to  pefresche  and  dringen  if  hem  lest 

^  ffol  oft  a  day  haue  Jese  Thebanes  two 

To-gedere  ymet  and  wrowht  his  felaw  woo 

Vnhorsede  hafe  yche  ojere  of  hem  tweie 

^ere  nas  no  tigre  in  Jre  vale  of  golgopheie 

Whan  fat  hir  whelpe  is  stole  whanne  it  is  lite 

So  cruel  on  ye  hunt  as  is  Arcito 

ffor  lalouse  herte  vpon  Jis  Palamon 

Xe  in  Belmary  ne  is  so  fel  lyofl 

That  huntid  is  or  for  his  hunger  wode 

Ne  of  his  pieie  desire])  so  f  e  blode 

As  Palamon  is  to  sle  is  fo  Arcite 

The  lelous  strokes  on  hire  helmes  bite 

Oute  rennej)  f e  blode  on  bofe  hir  sides  rede 

Some  time  an  ende  Jere  is  of  euery  dede 

ffor  or  fe  sonne  vnto  Je  rest  wente 

The  stronge  kinge  Emetrius  gan  hente 

This  palamon  as  he  fauht  wij)  Arcite 

And  made  his  swerde  depe  in  his  ilesche  bite 

And  be  J?e  for[ce]  of  twenty  is  he  take 

Vn-^olden  and  drawen  to  f  e  stake 
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And  in  Je  rescous  of  Jis  Palamon  TuMt. 

The  stronge  kinge  Liguige  is  borne  a  doune  2644 

And  kenge  Emetrios  for  al  his  strenke]) 

Is  borne  owte  of  his  sadel  a  swerdes  lenge^ 

So  it  him  Palamon  ar  he  were  take 

Bote  al  for  nouht  brouht  he  was  to  fe  stake  2648 

His  hardy  herde  myht  him  helpe  nouht 

He  moste  abide  whan  J>at  he  was  cauht 

Be  force  and  eke  be  composicione 

Who  sorewje  no  we  Bot  woful  palamone  2652  |  v^ul  us. 

That  moote  no  more  gone  a^eine  to  fiht 

And  whan  p&t  Thesens  had  seen  pia  siht 

He  criede  ho  no  more  for  it  is  done 

Ne  none  schal  longer  to  his  felowe  gone .  2656 

.1.  will:  be  trewe  lugge  and  not  partie  [iMf  ss,  back] 

ArCite  Of  Thebes  Schal  haue  Emelje 

That  be  his  fortune  h&pe  hire  faire  ywonne 

Anone  j^er  is  a  noise  of  peple  be-gunne  2660 

ffor  loy  of  ])is  so  lowde  and  lihte  wi])  al 

It  semed  ^at  ^e  Ustes  scholde  fal 

IT  Whan  kan  nowe  faire  venus  done  aboue 

What  aeipe  sche  nowe  what  do])e  ^is  queene  of  loue    2664 

Bot  wepej  so  for  wantynge  of  hire  wille 

Til  }>at  hire  teres  in  ^e  listes  fille 

Sche  seide  .1.  am  aschamede  dowteles 

Satumus  seide  doubter  holde  ^i  pes  2668 

Mars  ha))  his  wil  his  knyht  h&pe  al  his  bone 

And  be  my  hede  ^ou  schalte  bene  esed  sone 

%  The  trompoures  wi])  pe  loude  menstralcie 

The  heraudes  ))at  fal  loude  ^elle  and  crie  2672 

Ben  in  here  wele  for  ioye  of  dann  Arcite 

Bot  herkene))  me  and  stinte  noy  a  lite 

Whiche  a  miracle  Jere  be-fel  anone 

This  fers  Arcite  haf  e  of  his  helme .  y-done  2676    vm.  i3l 

And  on  a  koursowr  for  to  schewe  his  face 

He  Prikkef  e  endlonge  f  e  large  place 
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Lokeynge  vpward  ypon  ^is  Emely 

And  sche  a-^eine  him  kest  a  &endeliche  eye  2680 

ffor  wemmen  as  to  speken  in  comune 

The  folowen  al  )>e  fEtuooie  of  fortune 

And  was  al  his  chere  as  in  his  heite 

Owte  of  ^e  grounde  a  fire  infemale  sterte 

ftom.  Plato  sent  att  j^e  request  of  satume 

fibr  wMche  his  hors  for  fere  gan  to  tome 

And  leped  on  side  and  foundrede  as  he  leppe 

And  ar  fat  Arcite  mai  taken  kepe  2688 

He  Piht  him  on  ^e  Pomel  of  his  hede 

That  in  fe  place  he  leie  as  he  were  dede 

His  breste  to-brosten  wi]?  his  sadel  bowe 

As  blake  be  laye  as  any  cole  or  crowe  2692 

So  was  ye  blode  ronne  in  his  face 

Ajione  be  was  borne  owte  of  pe  place 

Wi^  hert  sore  to  Theseus  paleys 

Tho  was  be  conien  oute  of  bis  hemeys 

And  in  a  bede  ybrouht  fill  faire  and  blyue 

ffor  be  was  3it  in  memorie  arid  a  lyue 

And  alweie  ciyeinge  After  Emelye  pMf  34] 

Doc  Theseus  whi])e  all  his  company e  2700 

Is  comen  to  Athenes  his  Citee 

Wi^  aHe  blisse  and  grete  solempnite 

Al  be  it  ]»t  ^is  a-ventur  was  fall 

He  nolde  nooht  discomford  hem  alt  2704 

Iden  seinden  eke  pai  Arcite  schal  not  deye 

He  schal  bene  heled  of  his  maladie 

And  of  anojyeie  [J'ing]  fei  were  as  feine 

That  of  hem  sJle  was  ^ere  none  sleine*  i*  see  p.  25,*.  10.1  2708 

Al  were  ^i  sore  hurte  and  namely  one 

ftti  wipe  a  spere  was  ])relled  his  breste  bone 

To  o^re  woondes .  and  to  broken  armes 

Some  badden  salue  and  somme  hadden  charmesf  c^seep.  S6.i(.20.] 

ffennacies  of  herbes  and  eke  saue  2713 

Thei  dronki^  for  pei  wolden  hir  Hues  haue 
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ffor  whiche  f  is  noble  due  as  he  wele  canne 

Comfortefe  and  honoure])e  euery  man .  2716 

And  make])  leuel  al  ]}e  hole  nyht 

Vnto  Je  straunge  lordes  as  it  was  riht 

Ne  f  er  was  holden  no  descomfytinge 

Bot  as  a  lustenes  or  a  tomeyinge  2720 

ffor  Sothely  Jere  was  none  disconfiture 

flFor  fallinge  nys  bot  aventure 

Ne  to  [be]  ladde  be  force  to  Je  stake 

Vn-jolden  and  wij  twenty  knyhtes  take  2724 

A  persone  al  a-lone  wiJ)-owten  mo 

And  haried  forf  by  arme  fote  and  to 

And  eke  his  stede  dreuen  forje  wif  staue 

Wif  foote  men  bof  e  3emen  and  knaves  2728 

It  was  aritted  him  no  velanie 

Ther  maio  no  man  clepe  it  cowardie 

ifor  whiche  a-none  Due  Theseus  lete  crie 

To  stinte  al  rancor  and  en  vie  2732 

The  gree  as  wele  of  Je  o  side  as  of  Je  o]>ere 

And  eyf er  side  ylike  as  ofere  brojjere 

And  3af  hem  ^eftes  after  here  degree 

And  fully  helde  he  feste  daies  J)ree  2736 

And  Conveiede  fe  kynges  worf elye 

Oute  of  his  toune  a  loumey  largely 

And  home  went  euery  man  jje  riht  weye 

There  was  no  more  bot  fare  wele  and  haue  good  daie     2740 

Of  )>is  Tmtaile  J.  wil  no  more  endite  cieafs4»i»ck] 

Bot  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  Arcite 

IT  Swelle])e  Je  breste  of  Arcite  and  fe  sore*  [«9eep.26,«.ii.] 

Encresej)  att  his  hert  more  and  more  2744 

The  clotred  blode  for  any  leche-crafte 

Corrupte))  and  is  in  his  bouke .  ylef te 

J)at  neyfer  veinblode  ne  ventusinge 

i^Te  drinke  of  herbes  maie  be  his  helpingef    [tSeep.25,H.22.] 

The  vertue  expulsif  or  anymal  2749 

ffro  jjilko  vertue  cleped  natural 

LANSDOWNE   78 


Ttaeidt, 


[X.  61. 


IX.  M. 
XIL80. 


XII.  83. 


SeeX.  IL 


GBOUP  A.   §  2.  knioht's  tale.  Lanadowne  MS.    79 


2756 


[tSMp.t6,f».2S.] 


2760 


2764 


2768 


Ke  male  pe  venime  voide  ne  expelle 

The  pipes  of  his  longes  gan  to  swelle*  [•  8«e  p. »,».  28.}  2752 

And  euery  lacert  in  his  breste  adowne 

Is  schent  vi^  yenim  and  comipcione 

HiTn  gayne])  neyf er  for  [to]  gete  his  lift 

Yomet  ypwaide  ne  donewarde  laxatif 

Aft  is  to-bruston  )>ilke  Hegiofi 

Nature  hape  no  dommaciofi .  f 

And  certeinly .  fer  nature  wil  nou^t  wirche 

fiiaie  wele  Phisike  go  bere  pe  man  to  chirche 

This  aft  and  some  p&t  Arcita  most  deye 

ffor  wbiche  he  sende}>  after  Emelye 

And  Palamon  ])at  was  his  cosine  dere 

H  Than  seide  he  J)us  as  ^e  schal  after  here 

Nouht  may  ^e  woful  speret  in  myne  herte 

Declare  a  pointe  of  al  my  sorwes  smarte 

To  30W  my  lady  ^at  .1.  loue  moste 

Bot  .L  be^ue])e  J^e  s^Tiiise  of  my  goste 

To  ^we  a-boue  euery  creature 

Sen  }»t  my  life  may  no  longer  dure 

Alas  pe  woo  alas  pe  peynes  stronge 

That  .L  for  30 we  haue  suffred .  and  so.longe 

Alas  ]>e  dej)  alas  myne  Emelye 

Alas  departyinge  of  owre  compaignie 

Alas  myn  hertes  queene  Alas  my  lif 

Mine  hert-is  lady  endere  of  my  lif 

What  is  pia  werlde  what  axed  men  to  haue 

Nowe  wi^  his  loue  nowe  in  his  colde  graue 

Alon  ynp'Owten  any  compaignie 

flare  wele  my  swete  foo  myne  Emylye 

And  soft  take  me  in  ^oure  armes  tweye  % 

ffbr  pe  loue  of  god  and  herken  what  .1.  seye 

•L  haue  here  my  Cosin  Palamon 

Had  strif  and  rancoure  mony  a  day  agone 

ffor  loue  of  ^owe  and  for  my  lelousye 

And  lubiter  so  wisse  my  sowle  gye 
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To  speken  of  a  aeruaat  propurlye 

Wij)  circumstance  al  trewlye 

That  is  to  seine  tTea]>e  honour  knyhthede 

Wisdome  humblesse  estat  and  hihe  kinrede 

ffredom  and  al  )>at  longe^  to  ])at  arte 

So  lupiter  haue  of  my  soule  parte 

As  in  )}is  werlde  riht  nowe  knowe  .1.  none 

So  wor]>i  to  be  loued  as  Palamone 

That  serue^  30U  arid  wele  done  al  his  lyue 

And  ^ef  ]>at  euer  i^e  schatt  be  a  wine 

ffor-^ete  not  Palamon  ])e  gentilman* 

And  wi^  pat  worde  his  speche  faile  gan 

flfor  frome  his  fete  vn  to  his  breste  was  come 

The  colde  of  de]>e  ]>at  had  him  ouercomo 

And  ^ite  more  ouer  for  in  his  armes  tao 

The  vital  strenge]?  is  loste  and  al  a-go 

Onely  J>e  intellecte  wi])theHDwten  more 

That  dwelled  in  his  hert  sik  arid  sore 

Gran  faylen  whan  pe  hert  felte  pe  depe 

Busked  his  yen  two  and  failed  bre]}e 

Bat  on  his  lady  ^it  kaste  he  his  eye 

His  laste  worde  was  mercy  Emelye 

His  sprete  chaungede  house  and  wente  J^ere 

As  J.  cam  neuer  .1.  can  nouht  tel  where 

There-fore  .1.  stinte  .1.  am  no  diuinistre 

Of  soules  fynde  .1.  nouht  in  pia  registre 

Ne  me  ne  liste  pilke  opinions  to  telle 

Of  hem .  f  ouhe  Jjat  Jjoi  wreten  where  Jei  dwelle 

Arcite  is  colde  lat  mars  his  soule  guye 

IT  Nowe  wil  .1.  speken  forf  e  of  Emelye 

Shrighte.  Emelye  and  houlej  Palamone 

And  Theseus  his  suster  he  toke  anone 

Swonynge  and  bare  hire  fro  pe  cors  awaie 

What  helpe)}  it  to  tarien  forjje  pe  daie 

To  telle  howe  sche  wepe  boje  eue  and  morwe 

ffor  in  suche  caas  wemmen  han  suche  sorwe 
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Whan  ^t  her  husboiides  bene  fro  hem  a-go  TuHde. 

That  for  ])e  more  part  ])ei  sorwen  so  2824 

I  Or  elles  fallen  in  suche  a  maladie  [i««r35.iMick] 

Jjat  att  last  certeinly  ]>ei  deye 
Infinite  bene  fe  so[r]we8  and  pe  teres 
Of  olde  folke .  and  folke  of  tendur  ^eres  2828 

In  att  }»e  tonne  for  de)>e  of  pis  Thehanne 
ffor  him  pere  wepe)>  hope  childe  and  nianne 
So  grete  wepeynge  ivas  Jere  none  certeine  •  xi.  r. 

Whan  Ector  was  brouhte  ajid  frissche  y-sleine  2832  . 

To  troye  Alas  pe  pite  Jat  was  fere 
Craccheinge  of  chekes  rendinge  eke  of  hero 
Whi  woldest  )k)u  be  dede  fis  we7w.men  crye 
And  haddest  golde  y-nouhe  and  faire  Emelye  2836 

No  man  myht  glad  Theseus  *  [•  s«e  p.  w, «.  28.i  •  xl  al 

Saoeynge  his  olde  fader  Egeus 

That  knewe  pia  werlde  transmntacione  •  xi.  lo,  u. 

As  he  had  seine  it  Tp  and  doune  2840 

Icy  after  woo  and  woo  after  gladnesse 
And  echewep  hem  ensample  and  likkenesse 
Hiht  as  ^re  dide  neuer  man  quod  he 
That  he  ne  lenede  in  Erthe  in  sum  degre  2844 

Biht  so  pere  leued  neuer  man  he  seide 
In  AI  pis  werlde  )}at  sum  time  he  ne  deide 
This  werlde  is  nouht  hot  a  Joruhe-faire  ful  of  woo 
And  we  bene  Pelgremes  passinge  to  and  fro  2848 

Depe  is  an  ende  of  euery  werldly  sore 
And  oner  al  ]}i8  ^itte  seide  he  muche  more 
To  l^is  effect  ful  wisly  to  enhorte 

The  peple  fat  fei  scholde  him  recomforte  2862 

if  Due  Thes$eus  wlp  al  his  besi  cure  ,  jj  j^^ 

Cast  nowe  where  fat  pe  sepulture 
Of  goode  Arcite  y  best  ymakede  be 

And  eke  moste  honurable  in  his  degre  2856  • 

And  att  pe  laste  he  toke  conclusione 
That  fere  as  first  Arcite  and  Palamone 
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Had  for  loue  pe  bataile  hem  be-twene 

That  in  Je  selfe  groue  swete  and  grene  2860 

Thare  as  he  had  his  amorous  desires  • 

His  compleinte  and  for  loue  his  hote  fires 

He  wolde  make  a  fire  in  whiche  f  e  office 

ffuneral  he  myht  hem  al  complice  2864  • 

He  lete  anone  command  to  hakke  afid  hewe 

The  okes  olde  and  leine  hem  on  a  rewe 

In  culpons  wele  arraide  for  to  berne  naarsej 

His  officers  wi|>  swift  foote  f  ei  renne  2868  • 

And  ride  a-none  att  his  co77^maandement  • 

And  aflere  pis  Theseus  haf  .I.-sent  •  xi.  u. 

After  a  here  a  here  and  it  al  ouere  spradde 

Wi}>  clofe  of  golde  pe  richest  Jat  he  hadde  2872  • 

And  of  pe  same  suyte  he  cladde  Arcite  • 

Ypon  his  hondes  his  gloues  white 

Eke  on  his  hede  a  coroune  of  Laurel  grene  • 

And  in  his  honde  a  swerde  brihte  and  kene  2876 

He  laide  him  bare  /  pe  visage  on  pe  here 

There-wi])e  he  weppe  Jat  pite  was  to  here 

And  for  pe  peple  schold  seen  him  alt  •  ^i.  le. 

Whan  it  was  daie  he  brouhte  hem  in  to  pe  halt  2880  • 

That  Torep  of  pe  crie  and  pe  soune  .  xl  so. 

IT  Tho  come  Jjis  woful  Palamone  • 

Wif  flotery  berde  and  ruggy  asshi  heres  • 

In  clojies  blakke  dropped  al  wif  teres  2884  • 

And  passinge  opere  of  wepeinge  Emelye  ♦    [•  sw  p.  tt^ «.  sr.i 

The  reufulleste  of  al  ])is  compaignie 

In  as  mulche  ))at  pe  seruise  schold  be 

The  more  noble  and  riche  in  his  degre  2888 

Due  Theseus  lete  forf e  frei  stedes  bringe 

J>at  trappede  were  in  stele  al  gleteringe 

And  couerde  wif  pe  armes  of  Dan  Arcite 

Ypon  Jese  stedes  grete  and  white  2892 

There  sitten  folke  of  whiche  on  bai^  his  schelde 

Anofere  his  spere  vppon  his  hondes  helde 
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The  |prede  bare  him  wij)  his  bowe  turkeys  | 

Of  brente  golde  was  ^e  caas  and  eke  pe  hemeys  2896 

And  riden  fotpe  a  pas  wi}>  sorweful  chere 

To-warde  pe  groue  as  ^e  schol  after  here 

The  noblest  of  J)e  grekes  JKit  ^ere  were  *  xi.  9. 

Ypon  her  scholdres  Cariden  pe  here  2900  • 

Wi])  slake  paas  arid  y^en  rede  and  wete 

))OTuhe-oiite  ^e  Cite  be  j^e  maistre  strete 

)>at  sprad  was  al  wi])  blake  and  wonder  hihe 

Riht  of  Je  same  is  Je  strete  y-wrye  2904 

Vpon  Je  rihte  honde  went  olde  Egeus*        [•  8e«  p.  a, «.  ts.} 

And  on  ^at  oper  side  Due  Theseus 

Wif  yesseles  in  hir  honde  of  gold  ful  finef  W  see  p.  £8, ».  89.] 

Al  ful  of  hony  melke  and  blode  and  wyne . 

Eke  Palamon  wij  full  grete  compaignye 

And  efter  fat  cam  woofutt  Emelye 

With  fire  in  honde  as  was  pot  time  pe  gise 

ffoT  to  done  pe  Office  of  funerale  s^ruise  2912 

Hihe  Laboure  and  futt  apparaillinge 

Whas  att  pe  s^ruise  and  att  pe  fire  makeinge  | 

That  whi]>e  his  grene  top  pe  heuen  rauhte  | 

And  twenty  fa])ome  on  brede  pe  armes  strauhte  2916 

This  to  seine  pe  bowes  were  so  brode 

Of  stre  first  pet  was  leide  mony  a  lode    '  |  xl  ir. 

Bot  howe  pe  fire  was  maked  yp  on  hihte  xi.  ss-as., 

Ne  eke  pe  names  howe  pe  trees  hihte  2920 

As  oke.  fir.  beche.  aspe.  alder  holme  popelere 

Wylowe.  elme.  plane,  asshe.  Box.  chasteine  Binde  Laurere 

Mapul.  f  ome.  berche.  hasul.  ewe.  whipiltre 

Howe  ^i  were  felde  schal  nouht  be  tolde  for  me         2924 

Ne  howe  pe  goddes  ronnen  yp  and  doune . 

Disherited  of  here  habitacioune 

In  whiche  pe  wonden  in  rest  and  pes 

Nimphes  faunos  and  amadries  2928 

Ne  howe  pe  bestes  and  pe  birdes  ait  •  xi.  sl 

ffleddcn  for  ferde  whan  pe  [wood]  was  fait 
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Ne  howe  f  e  grounde  agast  was  for  pe  liht 

That  was  nouht  wonte  to  se  f  e  sonne  briht  2932 

Ne  howe  fe  fire  was  cowched  first  wij>  stree 

And  fan  wijj  drye  stikkes  clouen  a  three 

And  fan  wif  grene  wode .  and  spicerie 

And  fan  wif  clof e  of  golde  and  of  Perry e  2936 

And  garlondes  hongeinge  wif  fill  mony  a  floure 

The  mine  Thensens  wif  also  swete  odoure 

Ne  howe  Arcite  lay  amonge  al  f  is 

Ke  what  riches  abo\vi;e  his  hody  is  2940 

Ne  howe  fat  Emelye  as  was  f e  gyse 

Putte  in  f  e  fire  of  funeral  s^ruise 

Ke  howe  sche  swownede  whan  maade  was  f e  fii*e 

Ne  what  sche  spak  ne  what  was  hir  desire  2944 

Ne  what  luels  men  in  f  e  fire  cast 

Whan  fat  f e  tire  was  grete  and  brende  fast 

Ne  howe  som  kast  hir  schelde  and  som  hir  spere 

And  of  her  vestementes  which  fat  f ei  were  2948 

And  coppes  ful  of  melke  wyne  and  blode 

In  to  f e  fire  fat  brente  as  it  w^ere  wode 

Ke  howe  f  e  Grekes  wif  an  huge  route  n«*f3"] 

Thries  riden  al  fe  fire  aboute  2952 

Vppon  f e  lefte  hand .  wif  a  bowe  scheteinge 

And  fries  wif  here  speres  Clateringe 

And  f  rie  howe  f e  ladies  gan  crye 

Ne  howe  fat  ladde  was  homward  Emelye  2956 

Ne  howe  Arcite  is  bemte  to  asshe  colde 

Ne  howe  fat  liche  wake  was  yholde 

Al  f  ilke  iiyht .  ne  howe  f  e  grekes  pleie 

The  wake  playes  ne  kepe  .1.  nouht  to  seie  2960 

Who  werstelef  beste  nakede  wif  oile  anoynte 

Ne  who  fat  bar  him  best  in  no  disioynte 

.1.  wil  nouht  tellen  al  howe  f  ei  gone 

Home  til  Athenes  whan  f  e  pleie  was  done  2964 

Bot  schortly  to  fe  point  fan  wil  .1.  wende 

And  maken  of  myne  longe  tale  an  ende 

LANSDOWNE   84 


Teadde. 


XI.  21. 
XI.  87. 


XI.  29. 
XI.  27. 
XL8& 
XL  3a 

XI.  40. 
XI.  41-4flL 

XL  48,  fiO. 

XLSfl. 
XL  60. 
XL  60,  AL 

XL  63. 
XL  63. 


XL  64. 

XL  67.  68. 
XL6fr«7. 


OBODP  A.   §  2.  knight's  tale.  Lansdowne  MS.    85 


^  Be  proces  and  be  lengthe  of  cerbein  ^eres 

Al  stinte  is  ye  momeynge  and  pe  teres 

Of  Greges  be  one  genefal  assent 

Than  semede  ])aTe  was  A  parlement 

Att  Athenes  vppon  a  ceiteine  pointe  and  caas 

A-monge  pe  whiche  poyntes  spoken  was 

To  bane  wif  certein  crontres  aUiau/yee 

And  bane  fully  of  Tbebane  obeisaunce 

ffor  whicbe  pis  noble  Tbeseus  arnone 

Jjete  sende  after  gentil  Palamone 

"Vnwiste  of  him  whatt  was  f  e  cause  and  whie 

Bot  in  his  blake  clojes  sorwfully 

He  came  att  his  commandement  in  hye . 

Tho  sente  Theseus  for  faire  Emelye 

Whan  pel  were  sett  and  hnyst  was  in  pQ  place 

And  Theseus  abiden  ha)>  a  space 

Or  any  worde  cam  fro  his  wise  breste 

His  ey^en  sett  he  ^ere  as  was  his  leste 

And  vrip  a  sadde^visage  he  siked  stille 

And  af[t]erward  riht  ^us  his  wiUe 

%  The  firste  mouere  of  pe  cause  aboue 

Whan  he  first  niaade  pe  faire  cheine  of  low 

Grete  was  {^effect .  and  hihe  was  his  entente 

"Wele  wiste  he  whi .  and  wliat  fere-of  he  mente 

flTor  wi|>  fat  faire  cheine  of  loue  he  bonde 

The  fire  pe  Aire .  f  e  watere  and  pe  londe . 

In  certeine  boundes  fat  fei  male  nouht  fie 

That  same  prince  and  fat  meuer  quod  he 

Haf  stabled  in  f  is  wrechede  werlde  a-doun 

Certeine  daies  andd\omi]nsLcioun 

To  al  fat  ben  engrendred  in  f is  place 

Oneie  fe  wbiche  daie  f ei  maie  nouht  pace 

Att  mowe  fei  jute  f o  daies  a-brugge 

There  nedef  none  auctorite  to  lugge . 

ffor  it  is  proued  be  experience 

}k>t  fat  me  lust  declaren  my  sentence 
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Than  msoB  men  mle  hj  fis  order  diaeeme  T*mia». 

That  ^ilke  mouere  stable  is  avd  eteme  3004 

Wele  maie  men  knowe  "hot  it  be  foole 

That  euery  partie  darrained  fromme  his  hoole 

ifor  nature  ha)>e  nou^t  take  his  begynnynge 

Of  no  partie  nor  of  cantel  of  a  thinge  3008 

Bot  of  a  thinge  )>at  parfite  is  and  stable 

Descendeinge  so  to  it  be  comunpable 

And  )>ere-for  for .  his  wise  purueance 

He  ha)>  so  wele  be-sette  his  ordenance  3012 

That  specie  of  ^inges  and  progressions 

Schullen  endure  be  successions 

And  nouht  eteme  wij-oute  any  lye 

J)is  maystowe  vnderstonden  and  seen  att  eye  3016 

Lo  )>e  oke  ^at  hapQ  so  longe  a  norissheynge  •  xii.  r. 

£&o  fe  time  ^at  it  first  biginne]?  to  springe 

And  ha]7  so  longe  a  lif  as  ^e  maye  see  • 

3ut  att  pe  laste  wasted  is  pe  tree  3020  | 

Considere])  eke  howe  ])at  pe  harde  stone  • 

Vnde[r]  owre  fote  on  whiche  we  trede  and  gone  • 

3it  waste})  it  as  it  li^e  be  pe  weie  I 

The  brode  riuer  som  time  waxej)  dreie  3024  • 

The  grete  townes  see  we  wane  and  wende 

Than  ^e  see  ))at  al  ]>is  ^inge  ha))  ende 

Of  man  and  womman  see  we  wele  also  •  xiL  a. 

)}at  nede])  in  oone  of  pe  teremes  tuo  3028  • 

piB  is  to  seine  in  ^ou^e  or  elles  age  , 

He  mote  be  dede  ^e  kinge  as  schal  a  page 

Som  in  his  bede  some  in  pe  depe  see .  •  xu.  lo. 

Some  in  pe  large  felde  as  ^e  maie  see .  3032  • 

There  helpej)  nouht  al  gojje  }>at  ilke  weie 

])an  may  .1.  seie  }>at  al  )}is  J^inge  mote  deie 

What  makef  j?is  bot  lubiter  pe  kinge  [leaf  as] 

That  is  prince .  and  cause  of  al  f  inge  3036 

Conucrtynge  a&  vn-to  his  propre  wille 

ftro  whiche  it  is  darreyned  sof  e  to  tylle 
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And  here  a-geynes  non  creatare  on  lyue 

Of  no  degre  aveile))  for  to  striae 

Than  is  it  wisdome  as  ]>enkes  me 

To  make  vertue  of  necessitee 

And  take  it  wele  pat  we  maye  nonht  eschewe 

And  name  )>at  to  vs  al  is  dewe 

And  who  grucchej?  ou^t  he  do]>e  folye 

And  rehel  is  to  hiui  ]>at  al  maie  guye 

And  serteinly  a  man  haf  most  honoure 

To  deyen  in  his  excellence  and  floure 

'Whan  he  is  seker  of  his  good  name 

Than  ha])e  he  done  his  frendes  ne  him  no  schame 

And  gladder  ouhte  his  frendes  hene  of  his  de^e 

Whan  wipe  honoure  is  3olden  vp  f  e  hrepe 

Than  whanne  his  name  apalled  is  for  age 

ffor  al  for^eten  is  liis  vessellage 

Than  is  pe  hest  as  for  a  wor)}i  fame 

To  dey^en  whan  he  is  best  of  name 

The  contrarie  of  al  j^is  is  wilfulnes 

Whi  grucchen  we  whi  haae  we  heuynes 

That  good  Arcite  of  chiualrye  pe  floure 

Departed  is  wi^  dewte  and  wi}^  honoure 

Owte  of  ^is  foule  Prisone  of  pis  life 

Will  grucche^  hero  his  cosine  and  his  wife 

Of  his  welfare  ]mt  loue^  him  so  wele 

'Kajuxep  he  hem  ])onke  nay .  god  wote  neu6fr  a  dele 

That  ho)»en  his  soule  and  eke  him  offende 

And  3it  ])ei  mowe  her  lustes  nou^t  amende 

What .  may  .1.  conclude  of  ^is  longe  serie 

Bot  after  woo  .1.  rede  vs  to  be  merie 

And  yanke  lubiter  al  his  grace 

And  er  we  departen  frome  ^is  place 

.1.  rede  we  make  of  sorwes  two 

O  parfite  loye  lasteinge  euermo 

And  lokejie  nowe  whe[r]  moste  sorwe  is  inne 

Ther  wil  .L  firste  amenden  and  be-gynne . 
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^  Suster  quod  he  ])i8  is  my  ful  assente 

Wijj  al  Jjau-ys  here  of  my  parlemente .  3076 

That  gentilt  Palamon  ^oure  owen  knyht  [i«r  S8»  i»ck] 

That  scruejj  jowe  wij)  wilt  and  herte  and  myht 

And  euer  ha]>e  do  Bef  firste  ^  him  knewe 

That  je  schatt  of  pwere  grace  vpon  him  rewe  3080 

And  taken  him  for  husbonde  arid  for  lorde 

Lene  me  ^owie  honde  for  j)i6  is  oure  accorde 

Let  see  no  we  of  ^owre  wommanly  pyte 

He  is  a  kinges  bro)>er  sonne  parde  3084 

And  j^ouhe  he  weere  a  pouer  bachellere 

Sen  he  ha]>e  serued  ^owe  so  mony  a  ^ere 

And  had  for  30we  so  grete  aducrsite 

It  moste  be  considered  leue]}  me  3088 

ffoT  gentil  mercye  oute  to  passen  riht 

J)an  seide  he  ^us  to  Palamon  pe  knyht 

.1.  trowe  fere  nedefe  litul  sermonynge 

To  make  30 we  assente  to  fis  ])inge  3092 

ComeJ)  nere  and  iakep  jowre  lady  be  f  e  honde 

Be-twexen  hem  anone  was  maade  ]>e  bonde 

J)at  hiht  Matrimoigne  or  manage 

Be  al  ]re  counsel  and  fe  Baronage  309G 

And  wi|)  al  blis  and  melodye 

Ha])e  Palamon  ywedded  Emelye 

An  god  ])at  haj)e  al  pla  werlde  wrouht 

Sonde  him  his  loue  )>at  ha|)  it  dere  bouht  3100 

fibr  nowe  is  Palamon  in  al  his  wele 

Leueinge  in  blis  richesse  and  hele 

And  Emely  him  loue])  so  tenterly 

And  he  hir  se[r]uith  so  gentilly  3104 

That  fere  no  worde  was  hem  be-twene 

Of  lolousy  or  any  ofer  tene 

Thus  Ende})  Palamon  and  Emelye* 

And  god  saue  al  fia  faire  compaignye  3108 

Explicit  fEtbnla  mylit7>. 
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Incipit  prologufl  Melendenazdij 


ll/lian  ^at  )>e  knyht  had  pus .  his  tale  y-tolde 
* '    In  al  ])e  company  nas  Jere  3ouge  ne  holde 
That  he  ne  seide  it  was  noble  stoiye 
And  worJ)i  for  to  drawen  in  memorie 
And  nameliche  ^e  gentils  euerychone 
Owre  oste  louhe  and  swore  so  mot  .1.  gone 
This  goj^e  ariht  vnboklede  is  J>e  male 
Lat  see  nowe  who  schal  tel  ano}>er  tale 
ffor  trewly  Je  game  is  wele  be-gunne 
Now  telle])  ^e  sire  monke  if  ^e  kiinne 
Somewhat  to  white  wi]>  ^e  knyhtes  tale 
IT  The  Mellere  psA  for-dronken  was  al  pale 
So  yot  vnnej)  ypon  his  hors  he  sat 
He  nolde  a-valen  nejpe  hode  ne  hat 
Ke  abide  noman  for  his  curtasie 
Bot  in  Pilates  voice  he  gan  to  crie 
And  swore  be  armes  and  be  blode  and  bones 
•L  can  a  noble  tale  for  pe  nones 
WiJ)  whiche  .1.  wil  nowe  qvite  f  e  knyhtes  talo 
Owre  oste  sanhe  pai  he  was  dronken  of  ale 
And  seide  abide  Bobin  leue  bro}>ere 
Som  better  man  schal  tel  us  firste  arno)>er 
Abide  and  late  vs  werken  })reftely 
Be  goddes  sowle  quod  he  j^at  wil  nouht  .1. 
ffor  .L  wil  speken  or  elles  go  my  weye 
Onre  Oste  ansewerd .  tett  on  fan  a  deuelweye 
Thowe  ert  a  fole  fi  witte  is  ouer  come 
Nowe  herken  quod  pe  Mellere  al  and  some 
Bot  first  .L  make  a  protestacioz^n 
pat  JL  am  dronken  .1.  knowe  it  be  my  sowno 
And  fere  if  .1.  speke  or  mys  saie 
Wiyte  it  fe  ale  of  Souf ewerk  I.  ^owe  praie 
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ffor  .1.  wifl"  tett  a  legende  and  a  lif 

Bofen  of  a  carpenter  and  his  wif 

Howe  ^at  a  clerke  ha))e  sette  \>e  wrihtes  cappe 

The  reue  ansewerde  stinte  fi  clappe  3144 

Latt  hue  J)i  lewed  dronken  harlotrie 

It  is  a  sinne  and  eke  gretc  folye 

To  appeiren  any  man  or  him  defame 

And  eke  to  bringe  wiues  in  suche  fame  3148 

pon  maist  ynouhe  of  opere  )>inges  saine 

This  dronken  Meller  spak  ful  sone  a^eine 

And  seid  leue  hrofer  oswolde 

Who  haj)e  no  wif  he  is  no  cokewolde  3152 

But  .1,  seie  noujt  pere-fove  J)at  fou  art  oon 

Ther  bene  ful  gode  wives  Many  on 

[ 

fw  gap  in  the  MS.]  31o6 

Whi  ert  J)ou  angri  wij)  my  tale  nowe 

I.  haue  a  wife  perde  as  wele  as  J>owe 

3ete  noldo  .1.  note  for  )>e  oxen  in  my  plouhe 

Tak  vpon  me  more  J)an  .1.  nowhe  3160 

As  demen  of  my  self  J>at  J.  were  oone  Deaf  so,  back] 

.1.  wilt  beleue  fat  .1.  am  none 

An  husbonde  schal  nouht  be  inquisitif 

Of  goddes  pnuetees  ne  of  his  wif  3164 

So  he  may  finde  goddes  foyson  ])ero 

Of  J)e  remenant  nedef  nouht  to  enquere 

What  schold  .1.  more  seie  5  Bot  fis  Mellere 

He  nolde  his  wordes  for  noman  forbere  3168 

Bot  [sayde]  his  cherles  tale  in  his  manere 

Me  a))enke))  ]>at  .1.  schal  reherce  hem  here 

And  fer-for  euery .  gentil  whight  .1.  preie 

DemeJ)  nouht  for  goddes  loue  J)at  .1.  seie  3172 

Of  ynel  enten  bot  J)at  .1.  mot  reherce 

Her  tales  al  be  pei  better  or  werse 

Or  elles  falsen  sommo  of  my  maticre 

And  fere-fore  who  so  list  nouht  to  here  3176 
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Tome  ouere  j)e  leue  and  chese  a-no))er  tale 

ffor  je  scbal  finde .  y-nowe  grete  and  smale 

Of  storial  ])inge  pdA  touche]>  gentillessa 

And  eke  moialite  and  holynesse  3180 

Blame])  noo^t  me  if  ))at  ^e  chesen  a-mys 

^Hie  meller  is  a  cherle  ^e  knowe  wele  ))is 

So  was  pe  reue  eke  and  opei  mo 

And  harlotije  Jjei  tolden  bo])  tao  3184 

Anise])  5owe  and  pntte  me  owte  of  blame 

And  eke  men  scbal  nou3te  make  emest  of  game 

E]q»licit  prologns. 

[No  gap  in  the  MS.] 
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Incipit  £abiila 

fHilom  fere  was  dwellyng  att  Oxenfard 
A  riche  gnof  pat  gestis  helde  to  bord  3188 

And  of  his  croft  he  was  a  Carpentier 
With  him  fere  was  dwellinge  a  pouer  scolier 
Hadde  leme  arte  hot  al  his  fantasie 
Was  torned  for  to  leren  astrologie  3192 

And  coafie  a  certeine  of  coacIusioDS 
To  deiuen  be  iaterrogacioQes 
If  fiat  men  axed  him  in  certeine  hoiires 
Whan  men  echold  haue  drouht  or  elles  schoures  3196 

Or  if  men  axed  him  what  echal  be-falle 
Of  eue*y  finge  .1.  may  nouht  reken  alls 
This  clerke  was  cleped  hende  Nicholas 
Of  deme  loue  he  coufe  and  of  solas  3200 

And  f  ere-to  he  was  sleight  and  wele  pn'ue 
And  like  a  maide  meke  for  to  see 

A  chambre  had  he  in  fat  hostelierie  [imu] 

Alone  wif-oute  any  compaignie  3204 

fful  fetislj  diht  wi|)  hetbes  ewote 
And  he  him  selfe  as  swete  as  is  fe  rote 
Of  lycoris  or  of  any  settewale 

His  almsgiste  and  bokes  giete  aftd  smale  3208 

His  Astrelabre  longeingo  to  his  arte 
His  augrim  stones  leyen  faire  a  parte 
On  schelues  ehowched  as  bis  beddes  hede 
His  prisse  .  yconorid  wif  a  foldeynge  rede  3212 

And  al  aboue  fere  leie  a  gtue  sawtrie 
On  whiche  he  made  a  nyht  melodie 
So  swctely  fat  al  fe  chambre  ronge 

And  Angelua  ad  virginem  he  songe  3216 

And  after  he  songe  fe  kinges  note 
fful  oft  blissed  was  his  mery  frote 
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And  ^us  ^  swete  clerke  his  time  spenfce 

Affeter  his  fiendes  findejnge  and  his  rente  3220 

This  Carpenter  had  wedded  newe  a  wif 

Whiche  ]>at  he  loued  more  ]7an  his  lif 

Of  .XYiij.  ^eie  sche  was  of  age 

lelons  he  was  and  helde  hire  narwe  in  cage  3224 

ffor  sche  was  wilde  and  ^onge  and  he  was  holde 

And  demed  him  self  bene  like  a  cokewolde 

He  knewe  nou^t  Caton  for  his  witte  was  rude 

That  bad  men  wedde  his  similitude  3228 

Men  scholde  wedde  after  hire  astate 

ffor  ^ouj^e  and  elde  is  often  att  debate 

Bot  se^n  j^at  he  was  fallen  in  ))e  snare 

He  moste  endure  as  o))ere  folke  his  kare  3232 

ffaire  was  ))is  3onge  wif  and  \erio  -mjp  al 

As  any  weseP  hir  bodi  gente  and  smal 

A  seinte  sche  wered  barred  al  of  silke 

A  banneclo]7e  as  white  as  any  morwes  mylke  3236 

Vppon  hire  lendes  fol  of  mony  a  gore 

White  was  hire  smoke  and  broude  al  be-fore 

And  eke  be-hinde  on  hire  colere  aboute 

Of  cole  blak  silke  wit/tin  and  eke  wit/i-oute  .  3240 

The  tapes  of  hir  white  volupere 

Were  of  ])e  same  sute  of  hire  colere 

Hire  felet  broode  of  silke  and  sitt  ful '  hihc  (m  :  laur^ 

And  sekurly  sche  had  a  lykuruse  eye  3244 

fful  smatt  y-pulled  was  hire  browes  two . 

And  1^0  were  bente .  and  blake  as  any .  slo . 

Sche  was  ful  more  bHsfali:  for  to  see  cimf  4o,  back] 

Thane  is  fe  newe  perionet  tree  3248 

And  softer  ]>an  woUe  is  of  a  we^er 

And  be  hir  gyrdel^  hinge  a  purs  of  lej)ere  a  gyrdei:  iater\ 

Tassilde  wi]>  selke  a[n]d  pe/'lid  wi])  laton 

In  al  y\B  werlde  to  seken  vpe  and  downe  3252 

J>ere  is  noman  so  wise  ])at  cou])e  ))enche 

So  Gaye  a  popelote  or  swiche  a  wench  e 
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fful  brihter  was  pe  schineinge  of  hir  hewe 

Than  in  fe  toure  pe  noble  forgode  newe  3256 

Bott  of  hir  songe  it  was  so  lowde  and  3erne 

As  any  swalowe  Chiterynge  on  a  berne 

There-to  sche  coujje  skippe  and  make  a  game 

As  any  kide  or  calfe  foloweynge  his  dame  3260 

Kir  mou])e  was  swete  as  braket  or  pe  laepe 

Or  horde  of  appeles  layde  in  haye  or  hefe 

Wynsinge  sche  was  as  a  loli  colte 

Longe  as  a  maste  and  vpriht  as  a  bolte  3264 

A  broche  sche  bare  on  hire  loue  colere 

As  brode  as  is  pe  boos  of  a  bokelere 

Hir  schoes  were  laced  on  hu*  legges  hihe 

Sche  was  a  pr/merol  a  pigges  nye  3268 

fFor  any  lorde  to  liggen  in  his  bedde 

Or  ^it  for  any  good  joman  to  wedde 

^  Nowe  sire  and  eft  sire  so  be-fett  pe  cas 

That  on  .a.  dale  ])ia  hende  JSTicholas  3272 

ffil  wij)  pia  3onge  wif  to  rage  and  to  pleie 

While  )>at  hire  husbond  was  att  Osenaye 

As  clerkes  ben  ful  sotel  and  ful  wheinte 

And  pnuelye  he  cauht  hire  be  pe  queynte  3276 

And  seide .  ywis  hot  if  .1.  haue  my .  witt . 

IFor  deme  loue  of  pe  lerwman  .1.  spitt 

And  held  hire  harde  be  pe  haunche  bones 

And  seide  lemman  loue  me  wele  att  ones  3280 

Or  .1.  wiUe  deyen  also  god  me  saue 

And  sche  spronge  as  a  colte  doj?  in  pe  traue 

And  wi)>  hire  hede  sche  wried  fast  a-waie 

Sche  seide  .1.  wil  noulit  kisse  pe  be  my.  faie  3284 

Whi  labbe  quod  iche  lat  be  nycholas 

Or  .1  wilt  crie  out  harrowe  and  alas 

Do  weie  ^oure  hondes  for  ^owre  curtesie 

This  Nicholas  gan  mercie  for  to  crie .  3288 

And  spake  so  faire  and  proferd  him  so  fast  pcaf  4i] 

That  sche  hire  loue  grauntide  him  att  last 
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And  swore  an  hoope  be  seinte  Thomas  of  Kent 

That  sche  woldo  be  att  is  commandement  3292 

Whan  pat  sche  male  hir  leisere  wele  aspie 

Mine  husbonde  is  so  ful  of  lelousye 

That  hot  .1.  weite  wele  cukJ  be  pr/ue 

.1.  whote  riht  wele  .1.  name  but  dede  qwod  sche  329C 

^e  motte  be  ful  deme  as  in  ^is  cas 

Nay  peroof  care  J>e  nouht  quod  Nicholas 

A  clerke  hadde  lipeili  be-sette  his  while 

Ik>t  if  he  couj^e  a  carpenter  begile  3300 

And  puB  fei  attorden  and .  y-sworne 

To  wayte  a  tyme  as  .1.  haue  tolde  be-fome 

TVlian  Nicholas  hadde  pia  euery  dele 

And  ])akked  hire  aboute  ]>e  lendes  wele  3304 

He  kiste  hire  swete  and  take])  his  sauthe 

And  plaie])  fast  and  make))  melodie 

IT  Than  fel  it  J)us  fat  to  J)e  Parissche  cherche 

Cristes  owen  werke  for  to  werche  3308 

This  good  wife  went  on  an  haly  dale 

Hire  forhed  schone  as  briht  as  any  daie 

So  was  it  whassche  whan  sche  lete  hir  werke 

Nowe  was  peie  of  J)at  chirche  a  parische  clerke  3312 

The  whiche  p&i  was  ycleped  Absolon 

Crult  was  his  here  and  as  ^e  gold  it  schone 

And  stronted  as  a  fifan  large  and  brode 

fful  streighte  and  enen  lay  his  loly  schode  33 IG 

His  rod  was  rede  his  yen  grei  as  goos 

WiJ)  ponies  wyndowe  coroen  on  his  schoos 

In  hoses  rede  he  went  fetisly 

Y-cladde  he  was  ful  smal  and  propurly  3320 

Al  in  a  kertett  of  a  liht  wachett 

fful  faire  and  ful  ))ike  be  ))e  pointes  sett 

And  pere  vpon  he  hadd  a  gaie  surplise 

As  white  as  is  ))e  blossome  on  pQ  Eise  3324 

A  meiy  childe  he  was  as  god  me  saue 

And  wele  couf  e  he  laten  blode  or  clippe  or  schaue 
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And  make  a  charter  of  londe  or  on  quitance 
In  twenti  manere  quod  he  trip  and  daunce  3328 

After  J>e  scole  of  Oxenforde  po 
And  wip  his  legges  casten  to  and  fro 
And  pleyen  songos  in  a  smalt  rebibe  [ieaf4i,ta<d[] 

Ther-to  he  songe  some  time  a  loude  quynyble  3332 

And  also  wele  couj^e  he  pleie  on  a  geteme 
In  alt  pe  toime  nas  brcwes  ne  tauerne 
That  he  ne  viset  it  wi|)  his  solas 

There  any  gailerd  tapstere  was  3336 

Bot  so))e  to  seine  he  was  sumdele  squaymous 
Of  fartinge  and  of  speche  daungerous 
IT  This  absolon  J)at  loly  was  aiid  gaie 
Gofe  wif  a  censer  on  pe  haly  daie  3340 

Sensynge  f  e  wyues  of  pe  parische  faste 
And  many  a  lonely  loke  on  hem  caste 
And  nameli  on  pia  Carpent^res  wif 

To  loken  on  hire  him  fouhte  a  mery  lyf  3344 

Sche  was  so  propre  and  swete  and  licorous 
I  dar  wele  seie  if  sche  hade  bue  a  moiis 
And  he  a  cat  he  wolde  her  hinte  anone 
This  Panche  clerce .  J>is  loly  Absolone  3348 

IIa))e  in  his  herte  suche  a  loue  longeinge- 
That  of  no  wif  toke  he  none  ofFringe 
For  curtesye  he  seide  he  wolde  none 
The  mone  whan  it  was  nyht  fal  briht  scbone  3352 

And  absolon  his  geteme  ha))e  ytake 
ffor  paramoures  he  f ouhte  for  to  wake 
And  for  he  go^  lolif  and  amorous 

Til  he  came  to  pe  Carpenters  hous  3356 

A  litel  after  cokkes  had .  ycrowe 
And  drissed  him  vp  be  a  schot  windowe 
That  was  vp  on  pe  carpenteres  watt 
lie  singes  in  his  voice  gentilt  and  small  3360 

Kowe  dere  lady  if  J)i  willes  be 
.1.  preie  jowe  fat  je  wil  rewe  on  me 
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ffal  vele  accordant  to  his  geterneynge 

This  Carpenter  awoke  and  herd  him  singe  3364 

And  spake  vnto  his  wif  and  seide  anone 

What  Alison  heres  ])0u  not  Absolone 

That  chaunte]>  ])as  vnder  oure  houres  wal 

And  sche  ansewerde  hir  husbonde  per-wip-ol  3368 

3is  god  wote  lohen  .1.  wote  it  enerj .  dele 
J^is  passe])  for^  what  wil  je  bet  pan  wele 

f&o  daie  to  daie  ))is  loll  Ahsolon 

So  wowe]>  hire  ))at  him  is  woo  be-goon  3372 

He  wake]>  all  j^e  nyght  and  al  pe  daie  [leaf  42] 

He  kembed  his  lokkes  brode  and  maade  hem  gaie 

He  wowejy  hire  be  menes  and  brocage 

And  swore  he  wolde  bene  hir  owen  page  3376 

He  singe])  brokkinge  as  a  nyhtingale 

He  sente  hir  MeJ)e  and  Piment  and  spyced  ale 

And  weifres  pipeinge  bote  vnder  pe  glede  3379 

And  for  sche  was  of  towne  he  proferd  mede    IStmJJJ'^  ^^^^ 

For  some  folke  wil  be  wonne  with  richesse 

And  sum  for  strokes  and  somme  for  gentibiesse 

Somtime  to  schewe  his  lyhtnesse  and  Maistre 

He  plaie])  Heraude  vpon  a  scafolde  hihe  3384 

Bot  what  aveile])  him  as  in  ])is  caas 

Sche  loue])  soo  ])is  hende  Nicholas 

That  ahsolon  male  blowe  pe  bokkes  home 

He  ne  ha])e  for  his  labonre  bot  a  scorene  3388 

And  j^us  sche  Make]>  Ahsolon  hire  Ape 

And  al  his  emeste  tome])  tilt  a  Jape 

For  Bope  is  piB  prouerbe  it  is  no  lye 

Men  sein  right  pu3  Alweie  pe  neighe  Sley^e  3392 

Make])  pe  fer  leue  to  be  lo))e 

For  ])onhe  pat  Absolon  be  woode  or  wroj^e 

Be  cause  ^at  he  fer  was  from  hii'  siht 

This  nyhe  Nicholas  stode  in  his  liht  3396 

IT  Nowe  here  jowe  wele  hende  Nicholas 

ffor  Ahsolon  may  waile  and  singe  Alas 
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And  80  be-felt  it  on  a  saturdaie 

This  Carpentier  was  gone  to  Oseneye  3400 

And  hende  Nicholas  and  Alison 
Accorded  hue  to  f  is  conclusione 
That  Nicholas  schapen  hem  a  wile 

)?ese  sely  lelouse  husbonde  to  be-giiyle  3404 

And  if  so  be  {)e  game  went  ariht 
Sche  scholde  slepen  in  liis  arme  al  nyht 
fifor  ))is  was  his  desire  and  hire  also 

And  riht  anone  wiJ)-oute  wordes  moo  3408 

This  Nicholas  no  langere  wolde  tarye 
Bot  doJ?e  soft  vn  to  his  chambre  Carye 
Bofe  mete  and  drinke  for  a  daic  or  tweye 
And  to  hii*  husbonde  bad  hire  for  to  seie  3412 

If  }>at  he  axede  after  Nicholas 
Sche  scholde  seie  sche  nyst  where  he  was 
Of  al  J)at  daie  sche  seihe  him  nou3t  w/t7i  Eye        [leaf  42,  back] 
Sche  trowed  J>at  he  was  in  sum  Maledye  3416 

ffor  for  no  crye  hire  maide  couJ>e  him  calle 
He  wolde  ansewere  for  noJ>inge  fat  myht  falle 
This  passef  for))e  al  ]7ilke  Saturdaie 

J3at  Nicholas  stil  in  his  chambur  leye  3420 

And  ete  or  slepede  or  dide  what  him  liste 
Til  J>e  sonday  fat  fe  sonday  goJ>  to  riste 
This  sely  Carpentier  haf  e  grete  Merveile 
Of  Nicholas  or  what  finge  miht  him  aile  3424 

And  seide  .1.  am  adrede  be  seint  Thomas 
It  stondej)  nouht  a-riht  wij>  Nicholas 
God  schelde  fat  he  deyede  sodanly 

This  werlde  is  nowe  fiil  tekel  sikurly  3428 

.1.  sihe  to  daie  a  corps  borne  to  cherclie 
That  nowe  on  Monondaie  last  .1.  sawhe  him  werche 
Go  vp  qi«?d  he  vn  to  [his]  knaue  anone 
Clepe  att  his  dore  or  knoke  wif  a  stone  3432 

Looke  howe  it  is  and  tel  me  boldely . 
This  knaue  gof  him  vp  ful  studely 
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And  att  ]>e  chambre  dore  while  pai  he  stode 

He  criede  and  knokked  as  ^at  he  were  wode  3436 

What  howe  what  do  je  Maiater  Nicholay 

Howe  male  je  slepen  al  pe  loDge  dale 

Bot  al  for  nouht  he  herde  noaht  a  worde 

An  hole  he  fonde  ful  longe  vpon  a  horde  3440 

There  as  J)e  catte  was  wonte  inne  for  to  crepe 

And  att  y&t  hole  he  loke  in  ful  depe 

And  att  ]>e  last  he  had  of  him  a  siht 

This  Nicholas  satt  euer  gapinge  vpriht  3444 

As  he  had  keked  on  pe  newe  mone 

And  doune  he  go])e  and  tolde  his  meister  sone 

In  what  ande  he  sauhe  ])is  ilke  man 

This  Carpenter  to  blissen  him  be-gan  34 18 

And  seide  helpe  yb  seint  ffritheswide 

A  man  whote  litel  what  him  schal  be-tide 

This  man  is  fall:  wi]>  his  Arstromye 

In  some  wodenes  or  sowme  Agonye  3452 

.L  thouht  ay  wele  howe  it  scholde  be 

Men  scholde  nouht  knowc  of  goddes  pn'uete 

3e  blissed  be  alwey  a  lewed  man . 

I^t  nouht  hot  onely  his  beleue  can .  3456 

So  ferd  ano))er  clerke  wij>  Astronomye  [leaf «] 

He  walked  in  to  J)e  feldes  for  to  prye 

vppon  f e  sterres  what  fere  scholde  befalle 

Til  he  was  in  a  marie  pitte  y-falla  3460 

He  sawhe  nouht  ])at  Eot  ^it  be  seint  Thomas 

Me  rew^  sore  of  hende  Nicholas 

He  schal  be  rated  of  his  stodiynge 

If  pat  .1.  maie  be  leans  heuen  kinge  3464 

Gete  me  a  staf  ]>at  .1.  maie  vnder  spore 

While  fat  Jk)u  Robin  heueste  vpe  Jje  dore 

He  schal  oute  of  his  stodiinge  as  .1.  gesse 

And  to  pe  Chambre  dore  he  gan  him  dresse  3468 

His  knaue  was  a  stronge  karle  for  pe  nones 

And  be  pe  hespe  he  heue  it  vp  att  ones 
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In  io  pe  flore  ]>e  dore  fel  a-none 

This  Nicholas  satt  ay  as  stifi  as  any  stone  3472 

And  euer  gaped  vp  in  to  ])e  aire 

This  Carpenter  wende  he  were  in  despeire 

And  hent  him  be  pe  scholdres  myhtely 

And  schoke  him  harde  and  cried  spitously  3476 

What  Nicholas  what  howe  loke  a  downe 

Awake  arid  j^enke  on  cristes  passion 

.L  crouche  ])e  &om  elues  and  from  whihtes 

There-wi])e  pe  nyhtes  spel  seide  he  anone  rihtes .  3480 

Of  fonre  halues .  pe  hons  aboute 

And  on  pe  ]>resshewolde  on  pe  dore  wi]>-oute 

Ihesa  criste  and  seint  bendight 

BUsse  j^e  house  frome  eu^ry  wikke  whight  3484 

flFor  pe  nyghte  very  pe  white  Pater  noster 

"Where  wentestowe  J)ou  seinte  petur .  soster 

And  att  pe  last  pis  hende  Nicholas 

Can  for  to  sike  and  seide  Alas  3488 

Schatt  alt  pe  werlde  be  loste  ef  sones  nowe 

This  Carpenter  ansewerd  what  seistow 

What  pinke  on  god  as  we  done  men  fat  swynke 

This  Nicholas  ansewerd  ffeche  me  drynke  3492 

And  after  witt  .1.  speke  in  pnuete 

Of  certeine  ]>inge  J>at  touchef  J>e  and  me 

.L  witt  tel  it  it  none  o])er  man  serteine 

This  Carpentier  goj)e  doune  and  come])  a^eine  3496 

And  brouht  of  myhty  ale  a  large  quarte 

And  whan  ]}at  iche  of  hem  had  dronken  here  parte 

This  Nicholas  his  dore  fast  schette  cieaf  as,  back] 

And  doune  pe  Carpentier  be  him  he  sette  3500 

And  seide  lohfl  myne  Ostee  leue  and  dere 

Thowe  schalt  vpon  ))i  troujre  swere  me  here 

That  to  whight  ]>ou  schal  piA  consel  wriee 

fifor  it  IB  cristees  counsett  ])at  .1.  seiee  3504 

And  if  ]>oa  teft  it  man  po\i  art  for-lore 

ffor  J)is  Yeiiieance  J)ou  schalt  haue  fere  fore 
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That  if  f  ou  wreye  me  J>ou  schalt  be  woode 
IT  Nay  crist  for-beede  it  for  his  holy  blode  3608 

Quod  ]kx>  ))is  sely  man  .1.  mun  no  labbe 
And  ^uhe  .1.  seie  .1.  ne  am  not  lene  to  gabbe 
Sale  whatt  ]>ou  wolte  J.  schal  it  neuer  telle 
To  childe  ne  wife  be  him  ^at  haried  helle  3512 

Nowe  lohfi  quod  Nicholas  .1.  wil  nou^t  lye 
.1.  hane  .I.-fonnde  in  myne  astrologie 
As  .1.  hane  loked  in  pe  mone  brihte 
pet  nowe  a  mononday  next  a  quarter  nyhte  3516 

Schal  fal  a  layne  and  ]>at  so  wilde  and  wode 
))at  halfe  so  grete  was  neu^  noes  flode 
This  werlde  he  seide  in  lesse  ]>an  in  an  houre 
Schal  be  al  dreinte  so  hydous  is  pe  schoure  3520 

Thns  schal  mankinde  dienche  afid  lese  hii  lyf 
This  carpentier  ansewerd  alas  my  wif 
And  schal  sche  drenche  alas  myn  Alisoune 
ffor  sorwe  of  ))is  he  fel  almoste  a-doune  3524 

And  seide  is  no  remedie  in  piB  caas 
Whi  ^is  for  god  quod  hende  Nicholas 
If  ]K>a  wolte  worchen  after  lore  and  rede 
Thou  maiste  nou^t  werchen  after  l^ino  owen  hede         3528 
ffor  pna  sei]»e  Salomon  ]>at  was  ful  trewe 
Werke  al  be  counsel  an  pxx  schalt  nouht  rewe 
And  if  ^w  worchen  wilte  be  goodo  counseile 
.1  vnder-take  wi]>-oute  mast  or  seile  3532 

3it  schal  .1.  saue  hire  and  ]>e  and  me 
Haste  ]>ow  nouht  herde  how  sauede  was  Noe 
Whan  y&t  owre  lorde  ha))e  warned  him  be-fome 
That  ait  fQ  werld  wi))  water  scholde  be  for-lome  3536 

3is  quod  yis  Carpentier  ful  ^ore  a-go 
Hast  ^u  nouht  herde  quod  Nicholas  also 
Hie  sorwe  of  Noe  wi)>  his  felauschep 
Or  jMtt  he  myht  get  his  wif  to  schip  3540 

Him  had  leuor  .1.  dar  wele  vnder-take  [leaf  m] 

Att  |nlke  time  ]>an  alt  his  we]>eres  blake 
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That  sche  had  a  schippe  al  his  selfe  alone 

And  J)ere-fore  wost  J>ow  whatt  is  best  to  done  3544 

This  axeth  haste  and-  of  an  hastif  ]>inge 

Men  maie  nouht  preche  ne  maake  taiiynge 

Anone  go  gete  vs  fast  in  to  ]>is  inne 

A  knedeynge  trowhe  or  elles  a  kemelyne  3648 

fiFor  iche  of  vs  bote  looke  fat  fei  bene  large 

In  which  men  mow  swymme  as  in  a  bai^ 

And  hane  their  vitaile  sufficeant 

Bot  for  a  day  fy  on  ]>e  remenant  3552 

The  water  schal  aslake  and  gone  his  waie 

About  prime  vpon  fe  next  daye 

Bot  Eobyne  maie  nouht  witte  of  )>i8  J>i  knaue 

Ne  eke  J>e  maide  gilt  .1.  maie  nouht  saue  3556 

Ax  nouht  whi  for  fouhe  fou  axe  me 

.T.  wil  noujt  tellen  goddes  prmete 

Suffisefe  )>e  bot  if  J>i  wittes  Madde 

To  haue  as  grete  a  grace  as  noe  Hadde  3560 

Thi  wif  schal  .1.  wele  saue  oute  of  doute . 

Go  nowe  )>i  weie  atid  spede  fe  here  abowte 

Bot  whan  fou  hast  for  hire  and  jje  [and]  me 

Y-geten  vs  fis  knedeinge  tubbes  fre  3564 

])an  schalt  ))ou  honge  hem  in  rofe  fol  hihe 

fat  no  man  of  owre  pureance  aspie 

And  whan  fou  fus  haste  done  as  .1.  haue  seide 

And  hast  oure  vitaile  faire  in  hem  y-leide  3568 

Ande  eke  an  ax  to  smyte  ]>e  corde  a  two 

Whan  J)at  fe  water  comef  fat  we  maie  go 

An  breke  an  hole  on  hihe  vpon  fe  gable 

Vnto  fe  gardeine  ward  ouer  fe  stable  3572 

That  we  mai  freli  passen  forfe  owre  weye 

Whan  fat  f e  grete  schowre  is  gone  awaie 

Th[en  schjalt  f  ou  swy7/ime  as  mery  .1.  vnder-take 

As  dofe  fe  white  duke  after  his  drake  3576 

Than  wil  .1.  clcpe  ho  we  .Alison,  howe  lohn 

Be  mery  for  f  e  flode  wil  passe  a-none 
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Aud  Jjou  wilt  seine  haile  Maister  Nicholay 

Gode  mome  .1.  see  pe  wele  for  it  is  daye  3580 

And  jtan  schal  we  be  loides  al  onre  lif . 

Of  al  pe  werlde  as  Noe  and  his  wif . 

!Bot  ])at  of  0  pinge  .1.  warne  pe  ful  riht  [ie«f  44,  back] 

IBene  wele  avised  vpon  pai  ilke  nyht  3584 

]»at  we  bene  entrede  in  to  schippes  borde 

)»t  none  of  vs  ne  speke  nouht  a  worde 

Ke  clepe  ne  crye  bot  bene  in  his  praiere 

ffor  it  is  goddes  owen  heste  dere  3588 

Thi  wif  and  Jou  moste  honge  fer  a  twynne 

ffor  j^at  betwox  jow  schal  be  no  sinne 

Ke  more  in  lokeinge  psji  per  schalt  in  dede 

This  oidenance  is  seide  go  god  pe  spede  3592 

To  morwe  att  nyht  whan  men  bene  al  aslepe 

Into  owre  knedeinge  tubbes  wil  we  crepe 

And  sitten  peie  arbideinge  goddes  grace 

Gro  nowe  J>i  weie  .1.  haue  no  longer  space  3596 

To  make  of  pis  no  longer  sermoneinge 

Men  seine  pua .  Sende  pe  wise  and  sei  no  pinge 

Thow  ert  so  wise  it  nedej>  pe  nouht  teche 

Go  sane  owre  lif  and  pai  .1.  J>e  beseche .  3600 

IT  This  sely  Carpentier  gop  forj)  his  weie 

ffnl  of  of  he  seide .  alas  and  waleweie 

And  to  his  wif  he  tolde  his  pWuete 

And  sche  was  wane  and  knewe  it  bet  J)an  he  3604 

What  alt  pia  queynte  cast  was  for  to  seie 

Eot  Natheles  sche  ferd  as  sche  wold  deie 

And  seide  alas  go  for]7e  pi  weie  anone 

Helpe  vs  to  scape  or  we  bene  dede  iche  oon  3608 

.1.  am  f  i  trewe  verrei  wedded  wif 

Go  dere  spouse  and  helpe  to  sane  oure  lif 

IT  Loo  whiche  a  grete  )>inge  is  affection 

Men  may  deie  of  ymaginacione  3612 

So  depe  maye  impressione  be  take 

This  seli  Carpentier  beginne];  qwake 
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Him  peiikepe  verrailj  )>at  lie  male  Bee 

Noe  flode  come  walkinge  as  ])e  see  3616 

To  drenche  Alison  his  owen  dere 

He  wepe])  he  vreilep  he  make))  soii  cheie 

He  sikke])  wi]>  fal  mony  a  sory  swoghe 

And  go]>e  and  getep  him  a  knedeinge  troughe  3620 

And  after  a  tubbe  and  a  kimlyne 

And  priuely  he  sent  hem  to  his  inne 

And  henge  in  pe  rofe  in  pnuete 

His  owene  honde :  he  made  eke  leddies  ]>ree  3624 

To  climme  hy  pe  ronges  and  pe  stakes  Deaf  45] 

Yn-to  pQ  tobbes  hongeinge  in  j^e  balkes 

And  hem  vitailled  bo))e  trouhe  and  tubbe 

Wi^  brede  and  chese  and  good  ale  in  a  lubbe  3628 

Suffisinge .  liht  ynonhe  as  for  a  daie 

Bot  ar  he  had  maade  al  ]>is  aiaie 

He  sente  his  knaue  and  eke  his  wenche  also 

Vpon  his  nede  to  londen  for  to  goo  3632 

And  on  mononday  whanne  it  dioohe  to  nyhte 

He  schette  his  dore  wi]>-outen  candellyhte 

And  dressed  al  ]>inge  as  it  schold  be 

And  schortely  clomben  vpe  al  pro  3636 

Thei  setten  stille  wele  a  forlonge  weie 

Nowe  pater  noster  Clam  seide  Nicholaie 

And  clum .  seide  lohil .  and  Clam  seide  Alison 

This  Caipentier  seide  his  deuocion  3640 

And  stille  he  sitte^  and  bidde]>e  his  preier 

Awaiteinge  on  pe  leine  if  he  it  here 

The  de]>e  slepe  for  wery  bisinesse 

ffel  on  pia  Carpentier  riht  as  .1.  gesse  3644 

Aboute  Corfew  time  or  litel  more 

£for  traueile  of  his  goste  he  grone]>  sore 

And  eft  he  route])e  for  his  hede  misleie 

Donne  of  pe  ladder  stalkej)  Kicholeie  3648 

And  Alison  ful  soft  ardoune  sche  spedde 

WiJ)-outen  wordes  mo  fei  gone  to  bedde 
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Ther  as  J)e  Carpentier  is  wonte  to  lye 

There  was  )>e  reiiel  and  pe  melodie  3652 

And  pua  li)>e  Alison  and  Nicholas 

In  besines  or  merj^e  and  of  solas 

Til  fat  Je  "belt  of  lawdes  be-ganne  to  ringe 

And  freres  in  pe  chaunceft  gonne  singe  3656 

if  This  Faiissche  clerke  p\a  amorous  absolon 

)»at  is  for  loue  alwei  so  wo  begone 

vpon  \>e  Monondaie  was  att  Osneye 

WiJ>  company  him  to  desporte  and  pleye  3660 

And  axed  vpon  caas  a  cloistrere 

ffiil  prinely  after  lohfi  pe  Carpentiere 

And  he  dronghe  him  arparte  out  of  pe  chercho 

And  seide  .1.  note  .1.  seihe  him  here  nouht  wirche      3664 

SeJ)  Saturdaie  .1.  troue  J>a  he  be  wentc 

fibr  timbre  pete  oure  Abbotc  ha)»  him  sent 

ffor  he  is  wonte  for  timebre  for  to  go  peaf  45,  uack] 

And  dwellen  att  pe  grange  a  daie  or  tuo  3668 

Or  elles  he  is  at  his  hous  certeine 

Wher  ]»at  he  be  .1.  kann  nou3t  sothely  seine 

This  Absolon  ful  loly  was  and  liht 

And  Jyouht.  Now  is  time  to  wake  al  nylit  3672 

For  sekurly  .1.  sawhe  him  nouhte  steringo 

Abouten  his  dore  sen  dai  be-gan  to  springe 

So  mote  .1.  Thiiue  .1.  schal  att  pe  Cokkcs  crowe 

ffnl  pnuely  knokken  att  his  wyndowe  3676 

That  stant  ful  lowe  vpon  his  bowres  waft 

To  Alison  No  we  wift  .1.  tellen  aft 

My  lone  longeinge  for  jit  .1.  schaft  nouht  mys 

That  att  pe  leste  waye  .1.  schal  hire  kis  3680 

V  Som  manere  comfor)»e  schal  .1.  haue  pa^-faie 

My  mou]»e  haj)e  yched  aft  pia  longe  daie 

That  [is]  a  signe  of  kissinge  att  pe  leste 

Aft  nyght  me  mete  eke  )>at  .1.  was  att  a  festo  30 8 i 

There-fore  I.  wil  go  slepe  an  houre  or  tueye 

And  att  the  nyht  J)an  wift  .1.  wake  and  pleye 
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Whan  J)at  fe  first  cokko  hath  crowe  anono 

Vp  rise])  fis  loly  louer  Absolon  ^^^^ 

And  him  arrrayejj  gaye  and  pointe  deuise 

Bot  first  he  chewef  greine  and  licoiise 

To  smellen  swote  or  he  had  kemped  his  here 

Vnder  his  tonge  a  trewe  loue  he  here 

fibr  f  erby  wende  he  to  be  gracious 

He  roinef  e  to  })e  carpenteres  house 

And  stitt  he  stant  vnder  })e  schotte  wyndowe 

Vnto  his  breste  it  rauht .  it  was  so  lowe  3696 

An  soft  he  coucbed  wi})  a  seme  sowne 

Watt  do  je  bony  combe  swete  Alisone 

Mi  faire  blrde  mi  swete  Sinamom^ 

And  wakef  lemman  myne  and  spekef  wi]?e  me  3700 

Wei  Utel  Jjinken  30  vpon  my  woo 

That  for  joure  loue  .1.  swete  ar  .1.  go 

No  wonder  is  fouhe  J)at  .1.  swelt  and  swete 

.1  morae  as  dofe  lome  after  pe  tete  3704 

.I.-wis  lewman  .1.  haue  suche  loue  longeinge 

That  ilke  a  turtul  trewe .  is  my  Momeinge 

.1.  maye  note  eten  no  more  J)an  a  maide 

Go  fro  J)e  window  lak  fole  sche  seide  3708 

IT  As  helpe  me  god  .L  will  nouht  be  compaine  lit«f «] 

.  J.  loue  a-nofer  ande  eUes  .1.  war  to  blame 

Wele  bette  fan  pe  be  ihe«u  Absolone 

Go  for  ))i  waie  or  .1.  wil  cast  a  stone  3712 

And  lat  me  slepe  a  twenti  deuel  weie 

Alas  quod  Absolon  and  walawaie 

That  trewe  loue  was  euer  so  yuel  be-sette 

Than  kisse  me  sen  it  maie  be  no  bette  3716 

ffor  ibesu^  loue .  and  for  fe  loue  of  me  t>  ms  ihuc] 

Wilt  ))ou  fan  go  fi  weie  f ere-wij)  qiiod  sche 

^e  certes  lemman  quod  fis  Absolon 

Than  make  fe  redy  quod  sche  .1.  come  anone  3720 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

This  Absolon  dowuc  sett  him  on  his  knes 
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And  seide  .L  am  a  lorde  att  all  degree  3724 

And  after  f\B  .1.  hope  ]>ere  come])  more 

Lemman  fi  grace  and  swete  birde  J^ine  ore 

The  wyndow  scho  Yndo])e  and  J>at  in  haste 

Haue  do  quod  sche  come  of  and  spede  fe  faste  3728 

Leste  )»t  owie  neyborea  fe  Asspie 

This  Absolone  gan  wipe  his  mou^e  ful  drie 

Docke  was  ]»e  nyhte  as  pjche  or  as  fe  cole 

And  att  ))e  wyndowe  owte  sche  put  hire  hole  3732 

And  Ab8olo[n]  him  fel  no  bette  ne  wers 

Bott  wij)  his  mou])e  he  kissed  hir  naked  era 

fful  sauorly  or  he  was  warre  of  fis 

A-bakke  he  stertc  and  ]>ouht  it  was  a-mys  3736 

ffor  wele  he  wiste  a  womman  h&pe  no  berde 

He  felte  a  ))Lnge  al  ronghe  and  louge  yherede 

And  seide  fie  Alas  what  haue  .1.  doo 

Tehe  quod  sche  and  clapped  ]>e  window  to  3740 

And  Abeolon  go^e  forj^e  a  sory  paas 

A  berde  a  berde  seide  hende  Nicholas 

Be  goddes  corps  ])is  gof^e  faire  and  wele 

This  sely  Absolon  herde  it  euery  dele  3744 

And  on  his  lippe  he  gan  for  angur  bite 

And  to  him  selfe  he  seide  .1.  seal  fe  qwite 

Who  rubbeth  nowe  who  frotej)  nowe  his  lippes 

WiJ)  dnste  wiJ)  sonde,  wijj  strawe  wiJ)  clo])e  wi])e  chippes 

Bot  Absolon  ))at  eeipe  ful  ofte  Alas 

My  soule  be-take  .1.  to  sathenas 

Bot  me  were  leuere  ]»aD  al  J^is  toune  quod  he 

Of  ^  dispite  awroken  for  to  be .  3752 

Aks  quod  he  alas  .1.  ne  hadde  yblente  [leaf  46,  back] 

His  bote  lone  is  colde  and  al  yquente 

ffor  ^  ])at  time  J^at  he  had  kissed  here  ers 

Of  paramours  he  sett  nouht  a  crcs  3756 

ffor  he  was  helede  of  his  maladye 

ffufi  oft  paramours  he  gan  defie 

And  weppe  as  do))e  a  childe  )>at  is  ybetc 

A  soft  pas  he  went  ouere  \>q  strete  3760 
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Ynto  a  smyf  e  Men  clepen  Daun  geruays 

yat  in  Ills  foige  smyj^eie]) .  plouhe  hemays 

Ho  scharpe))  schare  and  culter  bisilie 

This  Absolon  knokke)»  al  eselye  3764 

And  seide  vn  to  geruais  and  poi  anone 

What  who  art  pou .  It  am  .1.  Absolone 

What  Absolone .  What  cristes  swete  tree 

Wlii  rise  je  so  raj>e.  ey  benedicite  3768 

Whate  eylej>  30we  some  gaie  gerle  god  it  wote 

"Rape  brouht  jowe  pua  on  fe  veritote 

Be  seint  note  30  wote  wele  whatt  .L  mene 

This  Absolon  ne  rouht  nouht  a  bene  3772 

Of  al  his  pleie  no  worde  a^eine  he  3afie 

He  had  more  towe  on  his  distafie 

Than  geruays  knewe  and  seide  frendc  so  dcre 

The  bote  Culter  in  Jje  chymene  here  3776 

As  lene  it  me  .1.  haue  Jjer-wif  fe  to  done 

.1  wil  bringe  it  a3oin  ful  sone 

Gerueys  ansewerde  Certes  were  it  golde 

Or  in  a  poke  nobles  al  vntolde  3780 

Thowe  scholdest  haue  as  .1.  am  trewe  smy]>^e 

Ey  Cristes  foo  what  will  30  do  Jer-wiJ>J)e 

There-of  quod  Absolon  be  as  be  maye 

I.  schal  wele  telne  it  fe  to  morwe  daie  3784 

And  cauhte  pQ  Culter  be  pQ  colde  stele 

fpul  soft  owte  att  pe  dore  he  gan  stele 

And  wente  vnto  Jje  Carpentiers  wal 

He  koughed  first  and  knokked  Jjer  wij)  al  3788 

vpon  J)e  wyndowe  riht  as  he  dide  ere 

This  Alison  ansewarde  who  his  fere 

J>at  knokkej)  so  .1.  warant .  it  a  fefe 

Whi  naye  quod  he  god  wote  my  swete  lefe  3792 

.1.  am  fin  Absolon  fin  derleinge 

Of  golde  quod  he  .1.  haue  fe  browht  a  ringe 

Mi  modere  ^afo  it  me  so  god  me  saue  rimr47] 

iful  fync  it  is  anrJ  farto  wel  y-graue  3796 
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])is  wil  .1  ^euen  ]>e .  if  pou  me  kisse 

])is  Nicholas  was  resen  for  to  pisse 

And  jK)ahte  he  wolde  amenden  al  ]»e  lape 

He  scholde  kusse  his  ers  er  ]}at  he  scape  3800 

And  vpe  Je  windowe  dede  he  hastely. 

And  oute  his  ers  he  put  pn'aelye 

Oner  fe  buttok  to  ])e  haunche  bone 

And  J)eT-wi]>  spak  fia  clerke  ]>is  absolone  3804 

Speke  swete  birde  .1.  note  where  ^u  ert 

This  Mcholas  anone  lete  flie  a  fart 

As  grete  as  it  had  be  a  ]>onder  dinte 

That  wi])  pat  stroke  he  was  ahnost  yblint  3808 

And  he  was  rede  wi^  his  yren  bote 

And  Nicholas  in  fe  ers  he  smote 

Of  gofe  fe  scjnne  an  handebrode  aboute 

The  bote  culter  so  brent  his  toute  3812 

^  And  for  ye  smerte  he  wende  for  to  deie 

As  he  were  woode  for  woo  he  ganne  to  creie 

Hclpe  water  water  helpe  for  goddes  herte 

This  Carpentier  owte  of  his  slomere  sterte  3816 

And  herde  one  Crie  water  as  he  was  wode 

And  ]»oaht  alas  Nowe  cowmef  Noes  flode 

Atifl  sett  him  vp  with  wordes  moo 

And  wij)e  an  ax  he  spote  f  e  corde  a  twoo  3820 

And  donne  go])e  al  He  fonde  Nei)»er  to  selle 

No  brede  Nor  ale  til  he  cam  to  ]>e  selle 

Vpon  ye  flore  and  Jjer  aswowen  he  laye 

Vp  sterte  Hire  Alison  and  Nicholaye  3824 

And  criede  oute  and  harrowe  in  ye  strete 

The  neyhebores  bofe  smal  and  grete . 

In  ronnen  for  to  gauren  vpon  yia  man 

That  on  swoune  laie  hoye  pale  and  wan  3828 

Por  wi])  yai  fal  he  broken  h&y  his  arme 

Bet  stonde  he  moste  yn-to  his  owen  harme 

For  when  he  spake  he  was  arnone  borne  doune 

Wiye  hende  Nicholas  and  Alisoune  3832 
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Thei  tolden  euery  man  j)at  he  was  wode 

He  was  a-gast  so  of  Jje  Nowels  flode 

ThuTghe  fantasie  pat  of  his  vanite 

He  had  him  bonhte  knedejng  tubbes  J>re  3836 

And  had  hem  hongede  in  J)e  roofe  aboue  n«»f  47.iMek] 

And  ffit  he  preide  him  for  goddes  lone 

To  sitten  in  ]>e  roof  par  compaignye 

The  folke  gan  lawhen  att  his  fantasie  3840 

An  to  J)e  roofe  J>ei  keken  aTid  f  ei  gape 

And  tomed  al  his  harme  vnto  a  Tape . 

fFor  what  so  fis  Carpentier  ansewerde 

It  was  for  nonht  no  man  his  resone  herde  3844 

Wije  ofes  grete  he  was  so  swome  y-doune 

That  he  was  holden  woode  in  alt  )>e  toiine 

ffor  euery  clerke  anono  riht  ichone  helde  wij)  of  ere 

Thei  seide  J>e  man  is  wode  my  leue  brofere  3848 

And  euery  white  gan  lanhen  att  his  strif 

Thus  swyued  was  fe  Carpentiers  wif 

ffor  al  his  kepeinge  and  his  lelouseie 

And  Absolon  hajje  keste  hire  hir  nefer  eye  3852 

And  Nicholas  is  scalded  in  his  touto 

This  tale  is  done  and  god  saue  al  f  e  route  • 

Explicit  feibnla  Molendenan'i 

[No  gap  in  iJie  MS.] 
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Ineipit  prolog^u. 


W'Hon  foike  lian  lawhen  att  pis  nyce  caas 
Of  Absolon  and  hendo  Nicholas  3856 

Diners  folke  diaersely  pel  seide 
Bot  for  pQ  more  parte  pei  lowhe  and  pleide 
Ke  att  pia  tale  I.  sauhe  no  man  him  greue 
Bot  it  were  onely  Oswolde  pe  Eeue  386Q 

Be  cause  he  was  of  Carpenteres  craft 
A  litel  ire  is  in  hJjB  hert  laft 
He  gan  to  groche  and  blame  it  a  lite 
So  Jeyke  q2M>d  he  fol  wele  couf  .1.  30 w  quyte  3864 

WiJ)  bleiynge  of  a  pronde  mellers  eye 
If  pai  me  liste  to  speke  of  ribandie 
Bot  ik  am  olde  me  Hst  nonht  pleie  for  age 
Gras  time  is  done  my  foder  is  forage  3868 

This  white  toppe  writes  myne  olde  jeres 
Myne  herte  is  also  monlde.  as  myne  heres 
Bot  if  .1.  fare  as  do]>e  an  openers 

i^at  ilke  frayte  is  euer  longe  pe  werse  3872 

TQ  it  be  rotcn  in  molloke  and  in  stree 
We  olde  men  .1.  drede  so  fare  we 
Til  we  be  roten  can  we  nouht  be  ripe 
We  hopen  al-weie  while  fe  werld  wH  pipe  3876' 

For  in  owre  wille  j^ere  Btikep  euer  a  naile  Lieaf  48] 

To  hane  an  hore  here  and  a  grene  tailo 
As  haj)e  a  leke  for  povihe  oure  myht  be  gone 
Owie  wille  desire)^  foly  enery  in  one  3880 

ffor  whan  we  maie  nouhte  done  Jjan  wil  we  speke 
)it  in  owre  hasschen  olde  is  fire  y-reke 
£Ebare  gledes  han  we  whiche  .1.  schal  deuise 
Aaanntynge.  lyeinge.  Anger,  and  Couetise  3884 

This  fonre  sperlkes  longe])  vnto  elde 
Owre  olde  limmes  Mowe  wele  bene  vnwelde 
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Bot  wiP  ne  schal  nouht  fallen  bat  is  sobe        f'  *•?!? '"!•.'*•" 

'  >  ■cntcneu  oot  to  re- 

And  3it  haue  .1.  alwei  a  coltes  toJ)e  dwe  tw.  woni.] 

As  mony  a  ^ere  as  it  is  passed  henna 

Sen  Jat  my  tap  of  lif  beganne  to  renne 

flfor  sekerly  wlian  .1.  was  borne  a-none 

DeJ)e  drowhe  ]>e  tape  of  lif  and  lete  it  gone  3892 

And  euery  siffe  ha)})»e  so  f e  tap  .L-ronne 

Till'  pat  al-moste  al  empti  is  the  tonne 

The  streme  of  lif  nowe  droppep  on  J>e  chimbe 

The  seli  tonge  male  wele  ringe  and  climbe  3896 

Of  wrechedenesse  fat  passed  is  ful  ^ore 

Wip  olde  folke  saue  dotage  is  no  more 

^  Wlian  ))at  oure  oste  had  herd  \\&  sermonynge 

He  gan  to  speke  as  lordly  as  a  kinge  3900 

He  scide  what  a-mounte])  al  )}is  witte 

What  schal  we  speke  al  day  of  holy  writte 

The  deuel  maade  a  roue  for  to  preche 

Or  of  souter  schipman  or  a  leche  3904 

Say  for})e  f i  tale  and  tary  nouht  fe  time 

Loo  depford  and  it  is  halfe  weie  prime 

Loo  grenewiche  J>at  mony  a  schrewe  is  inne. 

It  were  al  time  pi  tale  for  to  gynne  3908 

^  Nowe  sires  q7/od  Oswalde  pe  reiie 

.1  preie  30 we  al  pat  je  nouht  30 we  greue 

Thowhe  J.  ansewere  and  suradel  sett  his  howue 

For  leueful  it  is  wip  force  force  to  schowue  3912 

This  dronken  raelle  hape  .T.-tolde  us  here 

Howe  pat  be-giled  was  a  carpentier 

Prtrauentur  in  scoren  for  .L  am  one 

And  be  30ure  Icue  .1.  schal  him  quyte  an  one .  3916 

Kiht  in  his  cherles  termes  wil  .1.  speke 

I  preie  to  god  his  neke  mot  he  breke 

He  can  wele  in  myne  eye  seen  a  stalke 

Bot  in  his  owen  he  can  nouht  sene  a  balke  3920 
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fe  revese  tale  /  begyxmej'  lier«     hmt  4s,  wk] 

At  Trompyngton  nouht  fer^  fro  Cambragge 
There  gofe  a  broke .  and  ouere  ^at  a  brugge 
Vppon  fe  wMche  broke  pere  stant  a  Melle 
And  )ia  is  verrey  so]y  pa.i  .1.  telle  3924 

A  meller  was  ]>ere  duellinge  mony  a  daie 
As  any  pekok  he  was  proude  and  gaie 
Pipe  he  couye  and  fisshen  and  nettes  bete 
And  tome  coppes  and  wele  wrastel  and  schete  .  3928 

Ay  be  his  belte  he  bare  a  longe  Fanade 
And  of  a  swerde  ful  trenchant  was  pe  blade 
A  loly  popper  bare  he  in  his  puche 

Ther  was  no  man  for  perile  dorst  him  toiiche  3932 

A  scheffeld  J^Avitel  bare  he  in  his  hose 
Kounde  was  his  face  aTid  kamuse  was  his  nose 
As  pilled  as  an  hape  was  his  Senile 
He  was  a  Market  beter  att  pe  fulle  3936 

Ther  was  no  whihte  ])at  dorst  honde  on  him  ligge 
Bot  if  he  swore  he  schole  anone  abegge 
A  J^fe  he  was  for  so]»e  of  corne  and  mele 
And  ]»t  a  sleigh .  and  Tsand  for  to  stele  3940 

TTiH  name  was  hoten  deynous  symkyne 
A  wife  he  had  commen  of  Noble  kinne 
The  parsofl  of  pe  toune  hir  fadere  was 
"Wife  hire  he  jafe  mony  a  panne  of  bras  3944 

For  y&t  SimkLn  schold  in  his  blode  allye 
Sche  was  yfostrede  in  a  No72nerye 
ffor  Simkin  wold  no  wif  as  he  seide 
Bot  sche  were  wele  ynorissched  and  a  maide  3948 

To  saue  his  astate  of  jomanryo 
Ajttd  sche  was  proude  and  pert  as  a  pye 
A  fill  faire  siht  was  it  vppon  hem  tuo 
On  Halidaies  be-fome  hire  wolde  he  go  3952 

LANSDOWNE    113 


114  GROUP  A.   §  6.  reeve's  tale.  Lansdowne  KS. 

WiiJi  his  tepet  wonden  aboate  his  hede 

And  ache  cam  after  in  a  gide  of  rede 

And  simkyn  hadd  hosen  of  ^e  same 

Thare  doiste  no  whiht  clepen  hire  bot  dame  3956 

Was  none  so  hardy  ]»at  wente  be  fe  weie 

That  dorste  with  hire  ones  rage  or  pleie 

Bot  if  he  wolde  be  sleine  of  Simkynne 

WiJ  panade  or  wiji  knyf  or  wi^  Boydekynne  3960 

ffor  lelous  foike  bene  parlous  euer  mo 

Al-gates  ^ei  wolde  here  wives  wenden  so 

And  eke  for  sche  was  somdele  smoterliche  [ie«f  40] 

Sche  was  as  deyne  as  water  in  a  diche  3964 

As  fol  of  Hokere  and  of  bismare 

Hir  foviht  f&t  a  lady  schold  spare 

What  for  hire  kinred  and  liiie  Nortekie 

That  sche  had  lemed  in  the  Nonnerye  3968 

A  doubter  had  ])ei  be-twexe  hem  two 

Of  twenty  ^ere  wiJ)-outen  any  moo 

Saueinge  a  childe  ))at  was  of  halfe  ^ere  i^e 

In  cradel  it  ley.  and  was  a  propur  page  3972 

fia  wenche  J^ikke  and  wele  y-grone  was 

wi]>  Camois  nose  and  eyen .  grei  as  glasse 

wip  buttokes  brode .  and  brestes  rounde  and  hihe 

Bot  rihte  faire  was  hire  here  .L  wil  nouht  lye  3976 

The  parson  of  fe  toune  for  sche  was  so  faire 

In  purpos  was  to  make  hire  his  hayre 

Bo])e  of  his  Catel  and  his  Mesuage 

And  strange  he  maade  it  for  hire  Manage  3980 

His  purpos  was  to  be-stowe  hire  bye 

In  to  soTTime  wor])i  blode  of  Auncestrie 

ffor  holy  cherche  goode  mot  be  despended 

On  holy  cherche  blode  ])at  is  descended  3984 

Ther-fore  he  wolde  his  holy  blode  honoure 

pouhe  ])at  holy  cherche  scholde  deuoure 

Crete  soken  ha))e  )>is  meUer  oute  of  doute 

WiJ)  wete  and  malte  of  al  f  e  lande  aboute  3988 
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And  namely  per  was  a  grete  College 

Men  clepen  j>e  solier  halle  att  Cantabregge 

There  was  hir  whete  and  eke  his  malte  ygrod^de 

And  on  a  daje  it  happide  on  a  stounde  3992 

Seeke  laie  pe  Matmciple  on  a  Maledye 

Men  wenden  wisly  ^at  he  scholde  deye 

ffor  whiche  pis  meller  stale  bo]»e  mele  and  come 

An  hnndrej)  time  more  ]>an  he-fome  3996 

fibr  fere  be-fome  he  stale  hot  cnrteysly 

Bot  nowe  he  was  a  pet  outrageon[8]ly 

fibr  whiche  yQ  wardeine  chidde  artd  made  fare 

Bot  ]!ieT&of  sette  pe  Meller  nouht  a  tare  4000 

He  crakke  host  and  swore  it  was  nonht  soo 

Than  were  ^re  ^onge  scolers  taio 

That  dwelten  in  ^e  hal  of  whiche  .1.  seye 

Testif  Jjei  were  and  lusti  for  to  pleie  4004 

And  oonely  for  her  mir]ye  and  renelrie  iW»,  h^ki 

Vppofl  fe  wardeine  besely  J>ei  crie 

To  3eae  hem  leue  bot  a  litel  stounde 

To  goone  to  melle  and  seen  her  come .  y-gronnde         400S 

And  hardely  fei  dorst  leine  hei'  neke 

fe  Meller  schold  nouht  stele  hem  half  ft  pekke 

Of  come  ne  be  sleihte  ne  be  force  heme  reue 

And  att  ]>e  laste  fe  wardeine  jaf  hem  leue  4012 

loBfi  hight  pat  one .  and  Aleyne  hibt  )»at  o])ere 

Of  one  towne  were  pei  borne  )»at  hiht  stro))ere 

ffer  in  pe  "Norfe  .L  can  nouht  tel  where 

This  Aleine  Make))  redi  all  his  gere  4016 

And  one  an  hors  ]yis  sak  he  cast  anone 

fTor^  gope  Aleyne  pe  clerke  and  also  lone 

WiJ  good  swerde  and  wif  bokeler  be  his  side 

tohfi  knewe  pe  weie  him  nede]>  no  gide  4020 

And  att  pe  melne  pe  sakke  adoune  he  laythe 

Alayn  spak  first .  al  haile  Simonde  in  fay^c 

Howe  farej)  J)i  faire  doubter  and  Jji  wife 

Alayne  welcome  qwod  Simkin  be  my  life  4024 
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And  lohfl  also  howe  nowe  what  do  je  here 

Be  god  qiiod  lohfi .  Simoud .  nede  hafe  no  pere 

Him  be-houe))  seme  him  self  p&i  ha))e  no  sweyne 

Or  elles  he  is  a  foole  as  clerkes  seine  4028 

Oure  Maunciple  .1.  hope  he  wil  be  dede 

Swa  werkes  him  J)e  wanges  in  his  hede 

And  ^ere-fore  es  .1.  come  and  alswa  Aleine 

To  giinde  oure  come  aiid  carie  it  ham  a3eine  4032 

.1.  prei  jowe  spede  vs  hej)en  fat  ^e  maye 

It  schal  be  done  quod  Simkin  be  my  faye 

IT  What  witt  30  done  while  Jjat  it  is  in  hande 

Bed  god .  riht  be  fe  hoper  will  .1.  stande  4036 

Quod  John  and  see  howe  ]}e  come  go]>e  Inne 

3it  sawe  .1.  neuer  be  my  fader  kinne 

Howe  Jyat  pQ  hoper  wagges  tilt  and  £ra 

Aleyne  Ansewerd  lohfi  wil-tow  swa  4040 

Than  wil  .1.  be  by-nej)e  be  my  croune 

And  see  howe  gates  J^e  mele  falles  adowne 

In-tilt  J)e  troughe  fat  schatl  be  my  disporte 

Quod  lohfi  in  faafe  .1.  es  al  of  ^owre  sorte  4044 

.L  es  as  il  a  Melnere  as  es  36 

This  Mellere  smyled  of  here  Nicite . 

And  fouht  al  fis  nys  done  hot  for  a  wyle  Omtsaj 

pei  weene  fat  no  man  may  fem  be-gile  4048 

Bot  be  my  frefb  3it  schal  .1.  blere  here  eye 

Ifor  al  fe  sleight  in  hire  philosophic 

f e  moo  qweinte  crekes  fat  f ei  make 

f  3  more  wil  .1.  stele  whan  .1.  take  4052 

In  stede  of  flowre  3it  will  .1.  3eue  hem  branne 

The  grettest  clerke  ne  is  nou3t  f  e  wiseste  manne 

As  whilome  to  f  e  wolfe  f  us  spak  f  e  mare 

Of  al  hire  arte  coimte  .1.  nouhte  a  tare  4056 

Oute  att  fe  dore  he  gof e  ful  pnuelye 

Whan  fat  he  sawhe  his  time  softly 

He  lokefe  vp  and  doune  til  he  haue  founde 

The  clerkes  hors  fere  as  it  stode  bounde  4060 

LANSDOWNE   116 


I 

■ 

ir 


GROUP  A.  §  6.  reeve's  tale.  Lanfldowne  KS.  117 

Be-hinde  fe  Mille  ynder  a  leuesel 

And  to  ]>e  hois  he  go]>  hitn  feire  and  wel 

He  strepe))  of  pe  bridel  liht  a-none 

Whan  pe  hor[8]  was  laus  he  ginne))  to  gone  4064 

Toward  pe  fenne  J>ere  wilde  mares  renne 

And  for]>e  vnpQ  wehe  ]>oruhe  pikke  and  poriih  pQune 

This  mellere  gope  ajein  no  worde  he  seide 

Bot  dop  his  note  and  wi]>  his  clerkes  pleide  4068 

Til  ])at  her  come  was  faire  and  wele  ygrounde 

And  whan  pe  mele  is  sakked  and  ybounde 

This  lohii  go)>e  owte  and  finde)»  his  hors  aweie 

And  gan  to  crie  harrowe  and  walaweie  4072 

Oiire  hors  is  loste  Aleine  for  goddes  banes 

Steppe  on  ])i  fete  man  come  of  al  att  anes 

Alas  onie  wardeine  has  his  palfraie  lorno 

Tliis  Aleine  al  for-3at  bo])e  mele  and  come  4076 

Al  was  owte  of  his  mynde  his  hosbandi-ie 

What  whilke  waye  es  he  gane  he  gan  to  crye 

The  wife  cam  lepeinge  inwardc  att  a  renne 

Sche  seide  Alas  joure  hors  go))e  to  pe  fenne  4080 

Wi))  wilde  mares  as  faste  as  he  may  go 

VnJ^anke  com  on  his  hand  )»an  bonde  him  so 

And  he  ])at  better  scholde  haue  knet  pe  Eeyno 

Alias  qjuad  lohfi  Aleine  for  cristcs  peine  4084 

Lay  donne  ))i  swerde .  and  I  wil  myne  alswa 

.1.  es  fal  swift  god  wate  as  is  a  ra 

Be  goddes  hert  he  sal  not  scape  vs  ba)>e 

Whi  ne  hadde  ))ou  pntte  pe  capel  in  pe  l&pe  4088 

II  a  hayle  be  god  aleyne  f  ou  es  a  grete  fonne       lieaf  so,  buck] 

Thes  sely  Clerkes  ban  ful  fast  ronne 

To-waide  pe  fenn  bothen  Aleyne  and  eke  lohfi 

And  whan  pe  Meller  sihe  psi  ))ei  were  gone  4092 

He  half  a  busschel  of  her  flour  ha)»e  take 

And  bad  his  wife  go  knede  it  in  a  kakc 

And  seide  .1.  trowe  pe  clerkes  weren  aferd 

3it  can  a  meller  ^lake  a  clerkes  berdc  4096 
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ffor  al  his  arte  ^t  late  hem  gone  hir6  weie 

Lo  where  he  gope  |e  latt  ))e  children  pleie 

Thei  get  him  nouht  so  lihtly  be  my  crowne 

^eis  seli  clerkes  reimen  vp  a7id  doune  4100 

\np  kepe  kepe  stande  stande  .lossa  warderere 

Ga  wlustil  ^u  and  .1.  schal  kepe  him  here 

£ot  schortlj  til  it  was  verrei  nyht 

y^  coxLpQ  nouhte  )K)uhe  pei  dide  al  her  myht  4104 

Hir  caple  cache  he  ran  alwei  so  faste 

TQ  in  a  diche  fei  cauht  him  att  pe  laste 

wery  and  wete  as  best  is  in  ))e  reine 

Come])  sely  lohfi .  and  wtt/t  him  comiaep  Aleine         4108 

IF  Alas  quod  lohfi  pe  dale  pH.t  .1.  was  borne 

Kowe  er  we  dreaen  til  he)>inge  and  til  scoren 

Owre  come  is  stoUe  Men  wil  vs  foles  catle 

"Bope  pe  wardeine  arid  owre  felawes  &fte  4112 

And  j^amely  pe  Meller  walewaye 

Thus  pleynej)  lohfl  as  he  gaf  be  pe  weie 

Towarde  pe  Melle  and  bayard  in  his  honde 

The  meller  sittinge  be  pe  fire  he  fonde  4116 

ffor  it  was  nyht  and  fer])er  myht  he  nouht 

Bot  for  pe  lone  of  god  ^ei  him  be-souht 

Off  herboruhe  and  of  ese  as  for  her  penye 

The  MeUore  seid  ageine .  if  pere  be  anye  4120 

Swyche  as  it  is  ^ute  schal  ^e  haue  30ure  part 

Myne  hous  is  streite  bot  ^e  haue  lemed  arte 

3e  can  be  argument  Make  a  place 

A  Mile  brode  of  twenti  foote  of  space  4124 

Latt  se  nowe  if  pia  place  Maie  suffise 

Or  make  it  Bomer  wi^  speche  as  is  ^oure  gise 

Now  Simond  seid  J^is  lohn  be  seint  Cutberde 

Ay  68  ^ou  Mery  and  ])at  is  faire  ansewerde  4128 

.L  haue  herde  saye  Men  sail  taken  of  tua  ])inges 

Swilke  as  he  fint  or  swilke  as  he  bringes 

Bot  specialy  .1.  praie  pe  ooste  dere  [leaf  5i] 

Gete  vs  sum  mete  and  drinke  and  make  vs  chere         4132 
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And  we  wil  payen  trewly  att  fulle 

Wi^  empti  handes  men  maje  nouhte  haukes  tidle 

Lo  heie  owre  silaere  redy  for  to  apende 

This  Meller  to  pe  tonne  his  donhter  sende  4136 

ffor  al  and  brede  and  rosted  hem  a  goos 

And  bonde  her  hors  it  schold  no  more  go  loos 

And  in  his  owen  chambre  he  maade  hem  a  bede 

Wi|)  schetes  and  wi|)  chalons  faire  y-sprade  4140 

Konht  fro  his  owen  bedde  ten  fote  or  tuelue 

His  doubter  had  a  bedde  al  be  hire  selue 

Biht  in  j>e  same  chambre  by.  and  bye 

It  myht  be  no  bet  and  cause  whie  4144 

Ther  was  no  romer  herboruhe  in  Jje  place 

The!  soupen  and  fti  speken  hem  to  solace 

And  drenken  euer  stronge  ale  att  pe  beste 

Aboute  mydnyhte  wente  Joi  to  reste  4148 

"Wele  hafe  pis  MeUere  vernysshed  his  hede 

fful  pale  he  was  for-dronken  aJid  nouht  rede 

He  ^exe)  and  he  spekef  ))oruhe  Je  nose 

As  he  war  on  fe  quakke  or  one  Jje  pose  4152 

To  bede  he  goJ>e  afid  wij)  him  gojje  his  wif 

As  any  lay  he  lyht  was  and  lolif 

So  was  hir  loly  whistel  wele  y-wette 

The  crade  att  Je  bedes  feete  is  sette  4156 

To  rokken  and  to  jeue  fe  childe  to  souke 

And  whan  Jiat  dronken  was  al  in  pe  crouke 

To  bedde  wente  pe  doubter  riht  anone 

Xo  bedde  gojje  Aleine  and  also  lohii  4160 

There  nas  no  more  fem  neded  no  dwale 

This  Meller  hajje  so  wisly  bibbed  ale 

That  as  an  hors  he  snowrte^  in  his  slepe 

Ne  of  his  taile  behinde  he  toke  no  kepe  4164 

His  wif  bare  him  a  burdon  a  ful  stronge 

Men  myhten  here  routeynge  halfe  a  forlonge 

The  wcnche  routeJ)e  eke  par  comopaignye 

Aleyue  pe  clerke  Jjat  herde  fis  melodye  4168 
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He  poukede  lo&on  ami  seide  slepest  ))ou 

Herdest  ]>oa  euer  slyke  a  sange  or  nowe 

Lo  Bwilke  a  compline  es  be-tuene  hem  all^ . 

A  wilde  fire  on  ))eire  bodies  falle  4172 

Wha  herde  euere  slyke  a  ferly  ]>inge  n«^  5i>  tHwk] 

3e  pei  schal  bane  pe  floure  of  il  endynge 

IT  This  lange  myhte  ])er  sal  .1.  haue  na  reste 

Bot  jit  na  force  al  sal  be  for  pe  boste  4176 

fifor  lohil  seide  he  as  euere  mote  .1.  ])riue 

If  pB.t  .1.  maye  pQ  wenche  wil  .1.  swyue 

Some  esement  ha]>  pe  lawe  schapen  vs 

ffor  lohil  pere  is  a  lawe  ])at  seij^e  pvm  4180 

^at  if  a  man  in  o  pointe  be  agrenede 

^at  in  a-no]>er  he  sal  be  releuede 

Ouie  come  is  stollen  soj^ely  it  is  no  naye 

And  we  haue  hade  an  yuel  fitte  to  daye  418i 

And  seen  .1.  schal  haue  none  amendement 

Ageyn  my  losse  J.  wil  haue  esement 

Be  goddes  saule  it  sal  nane  oj^ei'e  be 

This  lohfi  Ansewerde  Aleine  avise  pe  4 IBS 

The  Meller  is  a  parlous  man  he  seide 

And  if  ^at  he  oute  of  his  slepe  a-breide 

He  myhte  done  vs  baj^e  a  vclanye 

Aleyne  ansewarde  .1.  count  him  nat  a  flye  4192 

And  vpe  he  reste  and  be  Jje  wenche  he  crepte 

pia  wenche  lay  vpriht  and  fast  sche  slepte 

Tyl  he  so  nyhe  was  or  sche  myht  spye 

That  it  hadde  bene  to  late  for  to  crie  41 96 

And  schortly  for  to  seye  ))ei  were  att  one 

Kow  plaie  Aleine  for  .1.  wil  speke  of  lohfte 

This  lohii  li])e  stilt  a  furlonge  waie  or  two 

And  to  him  selfe  he  make])  reu]>e  and  woo  4200 

Alas  quod  he  ]>is  is  a  wikked  Jape 

l^ovr  may  .1.  saie  ])at  .1.  es  bot  an  ape 

jit  haj)e  my  felawe  sum  what  for  his  harme 

He  haj)e  pe  Mellers  doubter  in  his  arme  4204 
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He  Auntre  him  and  h&p  his  nedes  spedde 

And  .L  ly  as  a  draf  sakke  in  my  bedde 

And  whan  piB  lape  is  tolde  ano]>er  dale 

.1.  safl  be  holden  a  daff  a  Cokeneye  4208 

.1.  wil  arise  and  awztre  it  it  be  my  faithe 

Vnhardy  is  vnsely  pus  men  seype 

And  yppe  he  los  and  softly  he  went 

Yn  to  ^e  ciadel  and  in  his  honde  it  hente  4212 

And  bare  it  soft  vn  to  his  beddes  fete 

Sone  after  pQ  wife  hire  routeynge  lete 

An  gan  to  wake  and  went  hir  oute  to  pisse  iieaf  62] 

And  cam  a-gaine  and  gan  hii'  cradel  Misse  4216 

An  groped  here  aiid  peie  bot  sche  fonde  none 

Alias  quod  sche  .1.  had  almost  mys  gone 

I  hadde  al-moste  gone  to  pe  clerkes  bedde 

£y  benedicite  ))an  had  .1.  foule  .I.-spedde  4220 

And  forj^e  sche  go|>e  til  sche  pQ  cradel  fonde 

Sche  grope^  alwey  for))er  wi]>  hire  honde 

And  fonde  pe  bedde  and  povht  nouht  bot  goode 

Be  cause  ])at  pe  cradel  by  it  stode  4224 

And  neste  where  sche  was  for  it  was  derke 

Bot  Mre  and  wele  sche  crepe  in  to  pe  clerke 

And  li|)e  ful  stilt .  and  wolde  haue  cauht  a  slepe 

Wif-in  a  while  pia  lohfl  pe  clerke  vp  lepe  4228 

And  on  p'lB  goode  wife  he  lei})e  on  sore 

So  mery  a  fitte  ne  had  sche  not  full  3ore 

He  prtke])  harde  and  depe  as  he  were  madde 

^is  loly  lif  haue  peae  tuo  clerkes  ladde  4232 

Til  |)at  pe  ]>redde  koke  be-gan  to  singe 

Aleyne  wex  wery  in  pe  dawneingo 

ffor  he  had  swonken  alt  pe  longe  nyht 

And  seide  faire  wele  Malyn  swete  whight  4236 

The  dale  is  come  .1.  male  no  longer  bide 

Bot  euere-mo  where-so  .1.  go  or  ride 

.T.  am  J)ine  owen  clerke  so  haue  .1.  selo 

No  we  dere  lemman  qewd  sche  go  fare  wele .  4240 
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Bot  or  ])oa  go  oo  pinge  .1.  will  pe  telle 

Whan  ^at  ))oa  wendest  homwarde  be  pe  melle 

Eiht  att  pe  entre  of  pe  dore  be-hinde 

Thou  schalt  a  cake  of  halfe  a  buschett  finde  4244 

That  was  ymaked  of  |)in  owen  mele 

Whiche  J)at  .1.  helpe  my  sire  for  to  stele 

And  goode  lemman  and  god  pe  saue  and  kepe 

And  wi))  pat  worde  almost  he  gan  to  wepe  4248 

Aleine  vprist  and  pouht  or  |>at.It  dawe 

.1.  wil  go  crepen  inne  be  my  felawe 

And  fonde  pe  cradel  wi))  his  honde  anone 

Be  god  ponht  [he]  al  wrange  J.  haue  mys  gone  4252 

Myne  hede  is  toty  of  my  swynke  to  nyhte 

psi  make])  me  })at  .1.  go  nouht  arihto 

.1.  wote  wele  bo  pe  cradel  .1.  hane  mys  go 

Here  li})e  pe  mellere  and  his  wif  al  so  4256 

And  for})e  he  go]>e  a  twenty  deuel  weye  0fli^52,i»ek] 

Vnto  pe  bedde  pere  as  pe  Meller  leye 

He  wende  haue  cropen  be  his  felawe  lohon 

And  by  pe  Meller  ine  he  crape  a-none  4260 

And  kauht  him  be  pe  nekke  and  soft  he  spakke 

He  seide  ]>ou  lohfi  ])ou  swineshede  awake 

ffor  cristes  soulo  and  here  a  noble  game 

fifor  [by]  pai  lorde  ]>at  called  is  seinte  lame  4264 

As  .1.  haue  ))ries  in  pia  schorte  nyhte 

Swyuede  pe  meller  doubter  bolt  vpriht 

While  ])ou  hast  as  a  cowarde  bene  agaste 

3e  false  harlot  quod  Meller  haste  4268 

A  false  traytur  false  traitur  quod  he 

Thou  schal  be  dede  be  goddes  dignite 

Who  dorste  be  so  bolde  to  disparage 

My  doubter  ]>at  is  comen  of  suche  lignage  4272 

IT  And  be  frote  bolle  he  cauht  Aleyne 

And  he  hinte  him  dispitously  a-^eine 

And  one  pe  nose  he  smote  him  wi])  his  fiste 

Doune  run  pe  blode  streme  vpon  his  briste  4276 
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And  in  fe  flore  wip  nose  and  motive  to-broke 

pei  walowe  as  tuo  pigges  in  a  poke 

And  vpe  fei  gone  and  doune  Srjeine  anone 

Til  ])at  ))e  meller  spomod  att  a  stone  4280 

And  doune  lie  fel  bakwarde  ypon  his  wif 

That  wist  no  ]>inge  of  |)is  nice  strif 

ffor  sche  was  fal  a  slepe  a  litel  wyht 

Wi])  lohofi  pe  clerke  p&t  waked  had  al  pe  nyhte  4284 

And  wij)  Je  fal  oute  of  here  slepe  sche  biaide 

Helpe  holy  cros  of  bromeholme  sche  saide 

In  manus  tuas  loide  to  ^e  .1.  calt 

Awake  Simonde  pe  fende  is  on  me  fatt  4288 

Mjne  herte  is  broken  helpe  .y.  ne  am  bot  dede 

There  one  vp  my  wombe  and  vp  myne  hede 

Helpe  Simkyn  for  pe  false  clerkes  fihte 

])is  lohfi  stert  vp  al  so  fast  as  euer  he  myhte  4292 

And  grasi)ed  be  pe  walles  to  and  fro 

To  finde  a  staf  and  sche  sterte  vp  al  so 

And  knewe  ^at  estres  beter  ])an  dide  ]>at  lo&fl 

And  by  pe  wal  a  staf  sche  fande  a-none  42d6 

And  sawhe  a  litel  schimeringe  of  a  lyghl 

ffor  att  an  hole  in  schone  pe  mone  briht 

And  be  ^t  liht  sche  seihe  hem  bo))e  two  [iraf  ss] 

Bot  sekerly  sche  nyst  who  wa[8]  who  4300 

Sot  as  sche  sanhe  a  white  ])inge  in  hire  eye 

And  whan  sche  gan  pia  white  aspie 

Sche  wende  pe  clerke  had  wercd  a  volupere 

And  wi])e  pe  staf  sche  drowhe  ay  nere  and  nere  4304 

And  wende  haue  hit  ))is  Aleine  att  full: 

And  smote  pe  Mellere  on  pe  pilled  scoll: 

That  downe  he  goJ>e  and  cried  harrowe  .1.  deye 

This  Clerkes  bet  him  wele  and  lete  him  lye  4308 

And  grejpen  ]>eym  and  toke  her  hors  arnone 

And  eke  here  mele  and  on  ))eire  weie  ]>ei  gone 

And  att  Melle  ^it  ))ei  toke  her  cake 

Of  halfe  a  bnsschel  flo«rre  ful  wel  y-bake  4312 
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IT  Thus  is  pe  proude  Mellere  wele  ybete 

And  h&fe  yloste  pe  grindeinge  ofe  pe  whete 

And  paiede  for  pe  sopeie  euery  dele 

Of  Aleyne  and  of  lohfi  p&t  bet  him  wele  4316 

His  wif  is  swyue  and  his  douhte  als 

Lo  swyche  it  is  a  mellere  to  be  fals 

And  ^er-to  ]>is  prouerbe  is  seide  ful  so|>e 

Him  pax  note  wene  wele  fat  yuel  do^e  4320 

A  gylour  schal  him  self  be-giled  be . 

And  god  pskt  sittej)  hihe  in  Maiestee 

Saue  al  pia  compainye  grete  and  smale 

Thus  haue  .1.  quyte  pe  Meller  in  my  tale  4324 

Explicit  fabnla 

[No  gap  in  the  MS^ 
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Incipit  Prologue  Coce . 

rPHe  coke  of  london  while  pe  reue  spakke 

-■■  For  loy  him  poviht  he  clowde  him  on  Jje  bakke 

Ha  ha  quod  he  for  ciistes  passione  4327 

This  Mellere  haj^e  a  schaipe  conclusione  ^e  koce. 

Ypon  his  aigament  of  herbegage 

Wele  seide  Salamon  in  his  langage 

Ne  biinge  nonhte  encry  man  in  to  J)ine  hous 

For  herberwynge  be  nyhte  is  perilous  4332 

Wele  ouhte  a  man  avisede  for  to  be 

Whome  Jjat  he  brouhte  in  to  his  pnuete 

.1.  piei  to  god  so  3eue  me  sorwe  and  care 

If  eueT  si^en  .1.  hight  Hogge  of  ware  4336 

Herd  .L  mellere  better  sett  a  werke 

He  had  a  lape  of  Males  in  fe  derke 

An  ])ere-fore  if  je  wowche  saue  to  here  iieaf  53,  back] 

Bot  god  for-bede  fat  we  stente  here  4340 

A  tale  of  me  ]>at  am  a  por  man 

.1.  wil  3owe  tel  as  wele  as  ener  y  can 

A  litel  lape  fat  felle  in  owre  Citee 

IT  Owre  Oste  ansewerde  and  seide  .1.  graunt  it  jje        4344 

Now  tett  on  Roger .  loke  fat  it  be  goode 

For  mony  a  paste  haste  ]k>u  laten  blodc 

And  mony  a  lak  of  douere  hast  f  ou  solde 

That  haf  bene  twis  hote  and  twis  colde  4348 

Of  Mony  a  pilgrim  hast  fou  cristes  curse 

For  of  fi  percelly  jit  f ei  fare  f e  wrse 

))at  fei  haue  eten  wif  fe  stoble  goose 

For  in  f  i  schope  is  mony  a  flie  lose  4352 

Kowe  tett  on  gentil  roger*  be  fi  name 

Bot  jit  .1.  prey  fe  be  nouhte  wrothe  for  game 

A  man  male  seie  ful  lof  e  in  game  and  plaie 

Thou  seist  ful  sofe  quod  Roger  be  my  faie  4356 
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£ot  Bope  pleie .  quade  pleie  as  the  flemynge  sei]>6 
And  f  er-fore  herry  baillif  be  J?!  feijje 
Be  J)ou  nouht  wrojie  er  we  departen  here 
pouhe  pat  myne  tale  be  of  an  Osteleie  4360 

Bot  na|>cles  .1.  wil  nou3t  tel  it  3it 
Bot  or  we  departe  .I.-wifl  fon  schalt  be  (^ayt 
And  ther  wi])  al  he  lowhe  and  made  cheie 
And  seide  his  tale  as  je  schal  after  here  4364 

Explioif  T^ologus. 

[No  gap  in  the  M8.] 
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Inoipilj  fabula 

APrentia  whilom  duelled  in  oure  Cite 
And  of  a  craft  of  vitaillers  was  he 
GaiUard  he  was  as  goldefinche  in  J^e  schawe 
Bioune  as  a  bery .  a  propur  schort  felawe 
Wi})  lokkes  blake  y-kempt  ful  fetisly 
Daunce  he  coa])e  so  wele .  and  lolyly 
^at  he  was  clepede  Perkinne  reueloure 
He  was  as  ful  of  loue  and  paramour 
As  is  ))e  hyye  ful  of  hony  swete 
Wele  was  ]>e  wenche  wi))  him  myht  mete 
Att  euery  bridel  wolde  he  singe  and  hoppe 
He  loued  bett  |)e  taueme  ])an  his  maistier  schoppe 
For  whan  ])er  any  rydeinge  was  in  chepe 
Owte  of  J>e  schoppe  ]>eder  wolde  he  lepe 
Til  ]>at  he  hadde  al  |>e  siht  yseyne 
And  daunced  wele  wolde  he  nou3t  come  a3eine 
And  gaderd  him  a  Meyne  of  his  sorte 
To  hoppe  and  singe  and  maken  swiche  disporte 
And  ))ere  ^ei  setten  steuen  for  to  mete 
To  pleine  att  ^  dys  in  suche  a  strete 
For  in  ))e  tonne  was  ))ere  no  prentis 
)}at  fairer  couj^e  cast  a  paire  of  dis 
Than  p^rkyn  cou))e  and  ))ere-to  he  was  fre 
Of  his  dispense  in  place  of  p^^uete 
IT  That  fonde  his  Maister  wele  in  his  chafifare 
For  oft  time  he  fonde  his  box  fol  bare 
For  sekurly  a  prentis  reueloure 
^t  haunte))  dis .  riot  or  paramoure 
His  Maister  schal  it  in  his  schoppe  a-bye 
Al  haue  ho  not  part  of  ]>e  menstralcye 
For  Jjeft  and  ryot  Jjei  bene  conuertible 
Al  conne  he  plaie  on  geteme  or  ribible 
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Reuele  and  treuj^e  as  in  a  louhe  degre 

Thei  bene  ful  wio))e  aldaie  as  men  male  see 

This  loly  prentis  wit&  his  maister  bode 

Til  he  weer  nyhe  cute  of  his  prentishode  4400 

Al  were  he  snybbed  boJ)e  erly  a?id  late 

And  sum  tyme  ladde  wi))  reuel  to  newgate 

Bot  att  ]>e  last  his  maister  him  be-^ought 

Ypon  a  dale  whan  he  his  paper  souht  4404 

Of  a  pixmerbe  fat  seijje  J)is  same  worde 

Wele  better  is  roten  appel  oute  of  horde 

Than  ]>at  it  rote  al  pe  remenant 

So  fare])  it  be  a  riotous  seruant  4408 

It  is  fult  lasse  harme  to  latt  it  passe 

])an  he  schende  al  pe  seniantes  in  j)e  place 

Thare-for  liis  maister  ^af  him  aquitance 

And  bad  him  go  wi})  sorwe  and  wip  meschaunce  4412 

And  f  us  pia  lolif  prcntise  had  his  loue 

Kowe  lat*  him  riote  al  pe  nyhte  or  leue 

And  for  pere  is  no  f  ef  wiJ>-owten  a  lowka 

)?at  helpe})  him  to  wasten  and  to  sowke  4416 

Of  fat  he  bribe  can  or  borwe  maye 

Anone  he  sent  his  bedde  and  his  araie 

Vnto  a  Conper  of  his  owen  sorte 

])at  loued  dis  and  reuel  and  disporte  4420 

And  had  a  wife  fat  helde  for  countinance 

A  schoppe  and  swyued  for  his  sustenance . 

[No  gap  in  the  MS.] 
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[THE  SPURIOUS  TALE  OF  GAMELYN.] 

[Spuriatis  Link.'] 

Fje  J^rone  it  is  so  fonle  .1.  will  nowe  tell  no  for]>ere  [iMf  H  bk] 

For  schame  of  ^  liailotrie  ^at  sewe])  after 

A  velany  it  were  J)are-of  more  to  spelt 

Bot  of  a  knyhte  and  his  sonnes  My  tale  .1.  wil  for]>e  tell:   4 

[Tale.] 

And  ])ere-fore  listene]) .  and  herkene])  pia  tale  ariht.  1 
And  ^e  schullen  here  of  a  douhte  knyht 
Sir  lohii  of  Boundys  was  his  name 
He  cou^e  of  nortur  and  muchel  of  game      [wanne 
fie  sonnes  ye  knyht  had  and  wi})  his  hody  he  hem 
•  The  eldest  was  amuche  schrewe  and  sone  he  hegamie 
His  bre])eme  loued  wele  here  fader  and  of  him  were  agast 
The  eldest  deserued  his  fader  curs  and  had  it  att  ^e  last     8 
The  good  knyht  his  fadere  leuede  so  3ore 
That  de^e  was  C07/imen  him  to  and  handeled  him  sore 
The  goode  knyht  cared  sore  seke  ^er  he  leye 
How  his  children  schold  leuen  after  his  deye  1 2 

He  had  hue  wide  where  bot  no  husbonde  he  was 
A9:  fe  londe  )»it  he  ^  had  was  vcrrey  purchas  [•  iMioirr] 

Fayne  he  wolde  it  were  y-dressed  a-monge  hem  al 
That  iche  of  hem  miht  have  his  parte  as  it  wald  ful         IG 
Tho  sente  he  in-to  Contre  after  wise  knyhtes 
To  helpen  delen  his  londes  and  drisse  hem  to  rihtes 
He  sent  hem  worde  by  leitreB  fei  scholden  hilie  belyue 
If  f  ei  wolde  speke  wij)  him  if  pei  were  on  lyne  20 
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The  pe  kiiyhtes  herden  seek  ]>at  he  laye 

Had  pei  no  reste  ney))er  nyht  nor  daye 

Til  ))ei  cam  to  liime  pere  he  lay  stitte 

On  his  de]>  bede  to  abide  goddes  wilte  24 

Than  seide  Jie  good  knyhte  seke  pere  he  lay 

Lordes  .1.  ^owe  warne  sojje  wijK)wten  nay 

.1.  may  no  longer  leue  here  on  p'la  stonde 

fifor  ))orwhe  goddes  will:  dep  di&nep  me  to  grounde.  28 

Ther  nas  none  of  hem  att  p&t  herde  him  a-riht 

That  pei  hadden  rewj^e  of  ]>at  ilke  knyht 

And  seid  sir  for  goddes  loue  ne  dismay  3owe  nouht 

Grod  maye  done  bote  of  bale  J>at  is  nowe  ywrouht  32 

Than  spake  pe  good  knyht  seeke  pere  he  *  laie         p  he  uu^i 

Bote  of  bale  god  may  sende  .1.  wote  it  is  no  naye 

Bot  .1.  be  seke  30 w  knyhtes  for  pe  loue  of  me 

Gro])  and  dieaaep  my  londes  amonge  myne  sonnes  pve      36 

And  for  pe  loue  of  God  dele]>  hem  nouht  a-mys 

And  for-^ete  nouht  Gamelyn  my  yonge  son  ))at  i 

Take])  hede  to  pai  one  as  wele  as  to  ))e  toj^er  Oatf  ss] 

Selde  ^e  see  any  heire  helpen  his  bro})er  40 

Tho  lete  ]>ei  pe  knyht  lyen  pai  was  nouht  in  hele 

And  wenten  in  to  counseil  his  londes  for  to  dele 

Sot  to  delen  hem  al  to  one  pai  was  here  J^ouhte 

And  for  gamelin  was  congest  he  schold  haue  nouht  44 

All  pe  londe  ))at  p&te  was  ))ei  dalten  it  in  tuo 

And  leten  Gamelyn  pe  3onge  wi]H>wten  lande  go 

And  iche  of  hem  seide  to  opere  fill  loude 

His  bre))eme  mow  3euen  him  londe  whan  he  goode  coude 

Whan  J)ei  hadde  deled  J>e  lond  att  J>eire  will  49 

They  comen  to  pe  knyht  pere  he  laie  ful  still 

And  tolde  him  a-none  howe  })ei  had  wrouht 

And  pe  knyht  pere  he  laie  liked  it  riht  nouht  52 

IT  Than  seide  pe  knyht  be  seinte  Martine 

£for  al  pai  ^e  haue  done  3it  is  pe  londe  myne 

ffor  goddes  loue  neyboures  stondej)  al  stilt 

And  .1.  wilt  delen  my  londe  rihf  after  my  wilt  66 
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lohil  myne  eldest  son  schal  haue  plouea  fiue 

]»at  was  my  fadeis  heritage  while  he  was  on  Ijue 

And  my  Meddelest  son  fine  plowhes  of  londe 

That  .L  helpe  for  to  geten  wip  my  liht  honde  60 

And  al  myn  opere  purchas  of  londes  and  of  ledcs 

That  .1.  b&^uethe  Gamely ne  and  al  my  goode  stedes 

And  .1.  be-seeke  jowe  good  men  p&i  lawc  conne  of  londe 

ifor  Gamelyn  lone  pskt  my  quest  stonde  64 

IT  Thus  dalte  pe  knyht  his  londe  be  his  daye 

Biht  on  his  de])e  bed  seke  pare  he  laye 

And  sone  afterward  he  laye  stone  still: 

And  deide  whan  time  came  as  it  was  cristes  wiH  68 

Anone  as  he  was  dede  a7id  vnder  gars  graue 

Sone  pe  alder  broJ)er  giled  J>e  jonge  knaue 

And  toke  in-to  his  honde  his  londe  and  his  lede 

And  Gamelin  him  selfe  to  cle  and  to  fede  72 

He  clo]>ed  him  and  fedde  yuel .  and  eke  vrrope 

And  lete  his  for  fare  and  his  house^  bothe 

His  Parkes  aiid  his  wodes  and  dide  no  ^inge  wel 

And  8e|)])en  he  it  abouhte  on  his  faire  fel  76 

So  longe  was  Gamelin  in  his  brokers  hall 

£Ebr  J>e  strongest  of  good  will  ]>ei  douten  him  all 

Ne  was  pere  none  |)er-inne  ^onge  ne  olde 

That  wold  vn»ppe  ware  he  neuer  so  bolde  80 

IT  Gamelyn  stode  yp  on  a  daie  in  his  broj^ere  ^erde    iif  ss.  bk] 

And  be-gan  wi|>  his  honde  to  handel  his  berde 

He  ]K>uhte  on  his  londes  ^at  layen  vnsawe 

And  his  faire  Okes  ))at  doune  were  drawe  84 

His  parkes  were  broken  and  his  dere  reuede 

Of  aH  his  goode  stedes  was  none  him  be-leuede 

His  bowses  weren  vnhelde  and  ful  yuel  y-diht 

Tho  ]>ouht  Gamelyn  it  wente  nouht  a-riht  88 

Afterwarde  cam  his  bro))er  walkinge  ]>ere 

And  seide  to  Gamelin  is  oure  mete  3ere 

^  him  wre]>))ed  Gamelyn  and  suore  be  goddes  boke 

Thou  schalt  go  bake  ^i  selfe  .1.  wil  nou^t  be  ))i  koke        92 
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Howe  brojjer  Gamelyn  howe  answeres  ^ou  nowe 

Thou  spak  neaer  suclie  a  worde  as  po\i  dost  nowe 

Be  my  fielpe  scide  Gramelin  now  me  J>enkeJ)  nede 

Of  al  pe  harmes  that  .1.  haue  .1.  toke  neaer  are  hede       96 

My  parkes  bene  broken  and  myn  dere  be  reuede 

Of  myne  annoure  and  my  stedes  nouht  is  me  be-leued 

Al  pat  my  f&uler  me  be-quathe  al  goj^e  to  schame 

And  ^er-for  haue  ]k>u  goddes  cuise  broj^er  be  pi  name     100 

IT  Than  be-spakke  his  bro]>er  |>at  rape  was  of  rees 

Stond  stitt  gedehnge  arid  hold  riht  })i  pes 

Thou  schalt  be  faine  for  to  haue  ])i  mete  and  |>i  wede 

What  spekest  ]>ou  gamelin  of  londe  or  of  lede  104 

Than  seide  Grameline  ^e  childe  ])at  was  3inge 

Cristas  curs  mot  he  haue  J^at  clepe})  m[e]  gedeHnge 

•L  am  no  wers  gadelyn  ne  no  wers  whyglit 

Bot  borne  of  lady  and  geten  of  a  knyht  108 

Ke  dorste  he  nouht  to  Gamelyin  neere  a  fote  go 

Bot  cleped  to  him  his  men  and  seide  to  hem  ])o 

Go])e  and  bete  ))i3  boye  and  reue))  him  his  witte 

And  lat  him  leren  a-no))er  time  to  answere  me  bitte       112 

Than  seide  pe  childe  3onge  Gamelyn 

Cristes  curs  most  ])ou  haue  brof  er  art  f  ou  myne  . 

And  if  schal  algate  be  beten  a-none 

Cristes  curs  must  )70u  haue  bot  ))ou  be  pai  one  116 

And  anon  his  broj^er  in  ])at  grete  hete 

Made  bis  men  to  fet  staues  Gamelin  for  to  bete 

Whan  euery  of  hem  had  a  staf  ynome 

Gamely  was  war  ^oo  he  sey  hem  comen  120 

Tho  Gamelyn  seye  hem  com  he  loked  oucre  alt 

And  was  ware  of  a  pestel  stondeinge  vnder  a  wait 

Gamelyn  was  liht  and  |)eder  gan  he  lepe  [leafse] 

And  droue  al  his  bre]>es  men  riht  on  an  hepe  124 

He  loked  as  wilde  lyon  and  leide  on,  good  wone 

Tho  his  broJ)er  sawhe  fat  J>ei  be-gan  to  gone 

He  fleyhe  vpe  in-til  a  lofte  and  schotte  Jje  dore  fast 

Thus  Gamelyn  wit^  his  pestel  made  hem  al  a-gast         128 
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Som  for  for  Gamelines  lone  and  somme  for  his  eye 

Al  pei  drouhe  be  halaes  whan  he  be-gan  to  pleye 

What  nowe  seide  Gamelin  yeuel  mot  je  ])e 

Wil  3e  heginne  contik  and  so  sone  flye  132 

Oamelin  souht  his  bro]>ere  whider  he  was  flowe 

And  sawh  where  fat  he  loked  oute  at  a  windowe 

Broker  seide  Gamelyn  come  a  litel  nere 

And  .1.  wil  teche  a  pleie  att  pe  bokelere  136 

His  broj^er  him  ansewarde  and  swore  be  seint  Eichere 

While  pe  pestel  is  in  ]>i  hondo  .y.  come  pe  no  nere 

Brojyer  .1.  wil  make  J)i  pees  .1.  awere  be  goddes  ore 

Cast  awaie  ))i  Pestel  and  WTsppe  pe  nomore  140 

.L  mot  nede  seide  Gamelyne  wTAppe  me  att  ones 

ffor  ))oa  wolde  make  })i  men  breke  my  bones 

^e  had  .1.  had  maine  and  miht  in  hope  myn  armes 

To  fende  hem  from  me  )>ei  wolde  haue  done  me  armes     144 

GameHn  seide  his  bro})ere  be  })ou  nouht  wro^e 

ffor  to  seen  pe  haue  harme  me  were  riht  lo]>e 

.1.  ne  dide  it  nouht  bro))er  but  for  a  fondeinge 

ffor  to  loken  if  ))oue  were  stronge  and  art  so  3ynge         148 

Come  a-doune  psm  to  me  a}id  graunt  mo  my  bone 

Of  ))inge  ,1,  will  pe  axen  and  we  schal  saubte  sone 

IT  Doune  fan  cam  his  brof er  fat  fikel  was  arid  fel 

And  was  rihf  sore  agast  of  pe  pestel  152 

He  seide  broker  Gameline  ax  me  fi  bone 

And  loke  ]x)u  me  blame  bot  .1.  it  graunt  pe  sone 

Than  seide  Gamelyin  brofe  ywis 

And  we  schol  bene  att  one  fou  most  me  graunt  pis       156 

Att  fat  my  fader  me  bequaf  e  while  he  was  on  lyue 

JX)u  most  do  me  it  haue  if  we  schott  nouht  stiiue 

That  schalt  f  ou  haue  Gramelyn  .1.  swere  be  goddes  ore 

Al  fat  f i  fader  f e  be-quafe  f ouhe  f ou  woldest  haue  more  160 

Thi  londe  fat  lief  ley  wele  it  schal  be  sowe 

And  fin  house  reised  vpe  fat  ben  leide  so  lowe 

Thus  seide  f e  knyht  to  Gameline  be  mowf  e 

And  fouht  of  £Edsenes  as  he  wele  coufe  164 
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The  Champion  kast  tomes  to  Gamelin  ]»at  was  prest 

And  Gamelin  stode  stil  and  bad  him  done  his  best 

Than  seide  Gamelin  to  ]>e  Champeoun 

Thon  ert  fast  a-boute  to  bringe  me  doone  240 

Nowe  hane  I  piouede  many  tomes  of  ^ine 

j>oxx  mot  he  seide  fele  on  or  tuo  of  myne 

Gramelyn  to  pe  champeon  ^ed  smartly  anone 

Of  al  J>e  tnme  ])at  he  coujie  he  schewde  him  bot  one      244 

And  kest  on  pe  left  side  J^at  pie  ribbes  to-brake 

And  ^re-to  his  one  harme  peA  jaf  a  grete  crake 

Than  seide  Gramely  smertly  a-none 

Schal  it  be  hold  for  cast  or  elles  for  none .  248 

Be  god  saide  pe  champion  we^er  psi  it  be  [iMf  67,  back) 

He  psA  comes  ones  in  })ine  hande  schal  he  neuer  pe 

Than  seide  ^e  frankelein  ))at  had  his  soil  ]>ere 

Blissed  be  pn  Gamelin  ))at  euer  ))ou  borne  were  252 

The  frankeleine  seide  to  pe  champion  on  him  stode  hini  none  eye 

This  is  jonge  Gamelyn  pat  tauht  pe  p\a .  pleie 

A^eine  anseward  pe  champion  J)at  liked  no  pinge  welt 

He  is  elpei  nudster  and  his  pleie  is  nht  fell  256 

Se^^e  .1.  wrasteled  first  it  is  go  3ore 

Bot  was  neuer  my  lif  handeled  so  sore 

Gamelin  stode  in  ^e  place  alone  wip-outen  serk 

And  seide  if  peve  be  mo  let  hem  come  to  werk  260 

The  Champioun  J^at  payned  him  to  wircho  so  sore 

It  seme))  be  his  countenance  ]>at  he  wil  no  more 

[ 

264 

no  gap  in  ike  MS.^ 

ffor  he  handeled  pe  champion  so  wonderly  sore 

Two  gentil  men  jemed  ^e  place 

Cam  to  gamelin  god  jeue  him  gode  grace  268 

And  seide  to  him  do  on  ])in  hosen  and  ]>Ln  schone 

ffor  so)>e  att  pia  time  pe  faire  is  done 

And  |)an  seid  Gamelin  so  mot  .1.  wele  fare 

.1.  haue  nou^t  3it  haluendel  solde  my  ware  272 
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The  seide  Jw  Champion  so  brouke  .1.  my  swere 

He  is  a  foole  J)at  }?er-of  byej>  ]>ou  sclles  it  so  dere 

Tho  seide  \>e  frankelen  J>at  was  in  muche  care 

ffelawe  he  saide  whi  lakkes  pon  his  ware  276 

Be  seinte  lame  in  Galeys  ]>at  mony  man  ha])  souht 

3it  it  is  to  goode  chepe  J>at  |)oa  hast  bought 

Tho  pa,t  wardeins  were  of  pe  warstelinge 

Come  and  brouht  Gamelin  pe  Ham  and  pe  ringe  280 

And  seide  haae  Gamelin  ]>e  ringe  atid  ]>e  Eam 

ifor  ]>e  best  warstelier  J>at  euer  here  cam 

Thus  whanue  Gamelin  ]>e  raTTime  and  pe  Kinge 

And  went  wij)  muche  loy  home  in  fe  Momeinge  28-4 

IT  His  BroJ>er  seyhe  where  he  came  wijj  pe  grete  route 

And  bad  schette  pe  gate  and  holde  him  wijj-oute 

Te  porter  of  his  lorde  was  sore  agast 

And  stert  a-none  to  pe  gate  and  lokked  it  fast  288 

Now  lijjej)  and  listenej)  bojj  jonge  and  olde 

And  ^e  schal  her  gamen  of  Gameline  pe  bolde 

Gamelin  cam  to  pe  gate  for  to  haue  commen  in 

And  pan  was  it  schot  fast  wi]>  a  pin  292 

Than  seide  Gamelin .  Portier  vndo  pe  gate 

ffor  mony  goode  mannes  son  stonden  ]7er-ate 

Than  anseward  pe  portier  and  swore  be  goddes  herd    iieaf  osj 

]>ou  ne  schalt  Gamelin  com  in  to  ))is  jerde  290 

Thou  lixt  said  Gamelin  so  brouke  I  my  chinne 

He  smote  J)e  wiket  wife  his  fote  and  brak  awaie  pe  piiine 

The  portier  sauhe  J)o  it  myht  no  beter  bee 

He  sette  foote  on  evpe  and  gan  for  to  flee  300 

Be  my  fai)>e  seid  Gamelin  pat  trauel  is  lorene 

ffor  .L  am  as  liht  on  fote  as  ))ou  if  ]7at  pon  haddcst  it  swome 

Gamely  ouer  toke  pe  portere  and  his  teen  wrake 

And  girt  him  in  pe  neke  ]>at  he  began  to  brake  304 

And  toke  him  be  fat  on  arme  and  frewe  him  in  a  welle 

.Y^.  faf em  it  was  depe  as  .1.  haue  herd  telle 

Whan  Gamelin  the  3onge  jjus  had  plaide  his  plaie 

Aft  fat  in  pe  3erde  were  drowen  hem  awaie  308 
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They  dreden  him  ful  sore  for  J>e  werke  pat  he  wrouht 

An  pe  faire  compaignie  poi  he  peder  brouht 

Gameline  3ede  to  ^e  ^ate  and  leie  it  vp  wide 

He  lete  in  al  paX  gone  wolde  or  ride  312 

And  seide  je  be  welcom  withe-outen  any  greue 

£for  we  will:  hue  Maistres  here  and  aske  noman  leue 

5isterdaiu  L  left  seide  ^onge  ganielyne 

In  my  brojw  seler .  five  tnn  of  wyne  316 

.1.  wil  nou3t  pia  company  parten  a  twynne 

And  je  wil  done  after  me  whan  any  sope  is  pere-iimQ 

And  if  my  broJ>cr  gruche  or  make  foul  chiere  319 

Othere  for  spence  of  mete  and  drink  ])at  we  spende  here 

.1.  am  oure  Catur  and  heiep  oure  aller  purse 

He  schal  haue  for  his  grucheinge  seint  Maries  curse 

Mi  bro])er  is  a  negon  .1.  swere  be  cnstes  ore 

And  we  wil  spende  largely  ^at  we  haue  spent  jore         324 

And  who  J^at  make])  grucchinge  ^at  we  here  dueUe 

He  schal  vnto  pe  drawe  welle 

.Vij.  daies  and  seuen  nyht  Gamelin  helde  his  fest 

Wippe  muche  solas  was  ]>er  and  none  chest  328 

In  a  litul  ture  turet  his  bro})er  steke 

And  sawehe  him  waste  his  goode  bot  dorst  he  nou3t  spek 

Erly  on  a  momeynge  on  pe  .viij.  dale 

The  gestes  cam  to  Gamelin  and  wolde  gone  here  waie   332 

Lorde  seide  Gamelin  wil  je  soo  hihe 

Alt  pe  wyne  is  nouht  3it  dronken  so  brouke  J.  myn  eye 

Gamelin  in  his  hert  was  ful  woo 

Whan  his  gestes  toke  here  leue  fro  him  for  to  goo .        336 

He  wolde  J)ei  had  duelled  longer  and  J)ei  seide  naye  [if  m,  »*! 

Bot  be-tauht  Gamelyn  god  and  goode  daye 

Tlius  made  Gamelin  his  fest  and  brouht  wele  to  ende 

And  after  his  gestes  had  take  leue  to  wende  340 

[ 


.     .     .     no  gap  in  the  MS^  344 
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IT  And  ait  ^e  while  pat  Gamelyne  helde  his  mangeri 

His  bropere  poviht  on  him  be  lYieke  wi]>  his  trecheri 

Whan  Gamelin  gestes  were  reden  and  gone 

Gameljne  stode  paxt  alone  frende  had  he  none  348 

Tho  after-warde  fol  sone  wijhinne  a  litel  stoude 

Gamelin  was  taken  and  fol  harde  ybonnde 

ffor]>e  cam  pe  false  knyht  onte  of  selere 

To  gamelin  his  bio})er  he  jode  fill  nere  352 

And  seide  to  Gamelin  who  maade  pQ  so  bolde 

ifor  streye  my  store  of  myn  hoosolde 

BroJ^er  seide  Gamelin  wt&p]pe  pe  riht  nouht 

ffor  it  is  mony  day  gone  aeppe  it  was  bonht  356 

ffor  bro]»er  pou  hast  had  be  seint  Richere 

Of  .XY.  plowhes  of  londe  ]>is  .xvj.  jere 

And  of  al  )?e  bestes  )>ou  hnst  foi])e  bredde 

)}at  my  fader  me  quaj>e  on  his  dede  beddo  360 

Of  al  pis  .xvj.  ^ere  .1.  jeue  pe  prowe 

ffor  pe  mete  and  pe  drinke  pat  we  han  spende  nowe 

Than  seide  pe  false  knyhte  p^re  yuel  mot  he  pe 

Herken  broper  Gamelin  what  .1.  wil  jeue  pe  364 

ffor  of  my  body  broper  geten  here  haue  .1.  none 

.1.  will:  make  pe  my  eire  .1.  swere  be  seint  lohii 

Par  ma  faye  seide  Gamelin  and  it  so  be 

And  poa  pinke  as  pou  seiste  god  jelde  it  pe  368 

Ko  thinge  wist  Gamelin  of  his  bropers  gHe 

There-for  he  was  be-gilede  in  a  litel  while 

Gamelyn  seide  he  o  pinge  .1.  pe  tell 

Tho  pou  prewe  my  porter  in  to  pe  drawe  wett  372 

.L  swore  in  pat  wrappe  and  in  pat  grete  mote 

That  scholdest  be  boonden  hope  houde  and  fote 

Ther-fore  .1.  pe  be-seche  brope  Gktmeline 

Lat  me  noi^t  be  for-swome  broper  art  pou  myne  376 

Lat  me  binde  pe  bop  honde  and  foote 

ffor  to  holden  myne  avowe  as  J.  pe  be-hote 

Brother  seide  Gamelin  so  mot  .1.  pe 

J)ou  schalt  not  be  for-swome  for  pe  loue  of  me  380 
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The  maad  ]>ei  Game  to  sitte  myht  lie  nouht  stonde 

Til  J>ei  hadde  him  bowden  boJ>e  fote  and  honde 

The  false  knylit  his  bro]>er  of  Gamelin  was  a-gast        vmiso] 

And  sent  affeter  fetters  to  fetteme  him  fast  384 

His  bToJ>er  maade  lesinges  on  him  per  he  stode 

And  tolden  hem  ]>at  comen  inne  ]>at  Gamelin  was  woode 

Gamelin  sto'  a  post  bounden  in  J>e  halt 

]9o  ]>at  comen  In .  loked  on  him  aH  388 

Euer  stode  Gramelin  euen  vp-riht 

Bot  mete  and  drinke  hadde  ne  none  nejper  daye  ne  nyhi 

Than  seide  Gameline  bro]}er  be  my  halse 

Nowe  .1.  haue  aspyede  J)ou  ert  a  party  false  392 

Had  .1.  wist  ))at  treson  ]>at  pou  hast  founde 

.1.  wolde  haue  3eue  strokes  ar  .1.  hadde  be  bounde 

Gamelin  stoode  bounden  stilt  as  any  stone 

Two  dales  and  two  nyhtes  mete  hade  he  none  396 

))an  seide  Gamelin  p&t  stode  y-bounde  stronge 

Adam  spenser  me  ])inke  .L  fast  to  longe 

Adam  spenser  now  .1.  be-seche  ]>e 

ffor  pe  muche  loue  my  fader  loued  pe  400 

If  })ou  male  come  to  cayes  lesse  me  oute  of  bonde 

And  J.  wil- parte  wijje  J>e  of  my  fre  londe 

Than  seide  Adam  ])at  was  pe  spensere 

.1.  haue  serued  fi  broJ>er  ^  fis  .xvj .  3ere       c»  ?boo>er]      404 

If  .1.  lete  gone  oute  of  his  boure 

He  wolde  sei  af[te]rward  .1.  were  a  traitoure 

Adam  seide  Gamelin  so  brouke  .1.  myn  hals 

Thou  schalt  finde  my  bro}?e  att  last  riht  fals  408 

There-fore  Adam  broker  lese  oute  of  bondes 

And  .1.  wilt  part  wijj  pe  of  my  fre  londes 

Vp  suche  forwarde  Adam  .I.-wisse 

.1.  wil  do  ])er-to  al  )>at  me  is  412 

Adam  seide  Gamelin  as  mot  .1.  pe 

.1.  wil  halde  pe  couenant  and  poxi  wil  me 

Anone  as  Adam  lorde  to  bed  was  gone 

Adam  toke  pe  kaye  and  lete  Gamelin  oute  anone  416 
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He  vn-lokked  Gamelin  bo})e  hondes  and  fete 

In  Lope  of  ayauncement  ]7at  he  him  be-hete 

Than  seide  Gamelin  ]>onkede  be  goddes  sonde 

l^ow  .1.  am  loose  hojte  fote  and  honde  420 

Had  .1.  no  we  eten  and  dronken  a-riht 

pere  is  none  in  piB  hous  schold  binde  mc  jiia  nyht 

Adam  ioke  Gamelin  stil  as  any  stone 

And  ladde  him  into  pe  spence  rapeli  a-none  424 

And  set  him  to  soper  riht  in  a  pr/ae  stede  [leafsg,  back] 

And  badd  him  do  gladly .  and  Gamelin  so  dede 

Anone  as  Gameline  had  ete  wel  and  fine 

Therto  he  dronke  wele  of  Je  rede  wine  428 

Adam  seide  Gamelin  what  is  no  we  pi  rede 

Where  .1.  go  to  my  brofer  and  gerde  of  his  hede 

Gamelyn  seide  Adam  it  schal  nouhte  be  so 

.1.  kan  tcche  fe  a  rede  ]}at  is  wor])e  tuo  432 

.1.  wote  wele  for  80]>e  J)at  p'la  is  no  naie 

We  schal  haue  a  maongen  riht  on  sonondaye 

Abbotes  and  pnburs  mony  her  schal  be 

And  ojjer  men  of  holy  cherche  as  .1.  tett  fe  43G 

J)ou  schalt  stonde  vp  be  J)e  post  as  Jju  were  bounde  fast 

And  .L  schal  leue  ^eim  vnloke  ]7at  awaye  pon  maie  hem  cast 

Whan  p&t  )>ei  haue  eten  and  wasschen  her  hondes         439 

Thou  schalt  be-seke  hem  al  to  bringe  \>e  oute  of  hondes 

And  if  J)ei  wilt  borwe  pe  fat  were  good  gawme 

pan  were  oute  of  prison  .  and  .1.  owte  of  blame 

And  if  iche  of  hom  6eiv3  to  vs  naie 

.1.  schal  do  anoj^er  .1.  swer  be  ]7is  daie  444 

Thou  schalt  haue  a  goode  staf  and  .1.  wil  haue  a-no])er 

And  cristes  curs  ]>at  on  haue  J)at  faile]?  pe  tother 

3e  for  god  seid  Gamelin  .1.  saie  it  for  me 

If  .L  faile  on  my  side  yuel  mot  .1.  pe  448 

.If.  we  schol  algate  assoile  hem  of  her  sinne 

Wame  me  bro]>e  Adam  whan  we  schal  be-ginne 

Gamelin  seide  Adam  be  seinte  charite 

.1.  wil  wame  pe  be-fome  whan  it  sclial  be  452 
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Whan  .1.  twynke  on  pe  loke  for  to  gone 

And  cast  awaie  })i  fetters  and  com  to  me  anone 

Adam  seide  Gamelin  blissed  be  ^i  bones 

That  is  a  good  counsel  jiuen  for  ^e  nones  456 

If  ]>ei  weme  me  to  bringe  me  oute  of  bendes 

.1.  wil  sett  good  strokes  riht  on  here  lendes  ' 

Tho  pe  sondaie  was  comen  and  folk  to  pe  feste  , 

Saire  pei  were  welcome  bo]>e  lest  and  meste  460  i 

And  euer  as  ])ei  att  pe  halt  dore  cam  inne  j 

Thei  keste  peixe  eye  on  3onge  Gkimeline 

The  false  knyht  his  broJ>er  and  ful  of  trecherie 

Al  pe  gestes  psi  per  were  att  pe  Mangerie  464 

Of  Gramelyn  his  bro]>er  he  tolde  hem  be  mou]>e 

Al  pe  harme  and  pe  schame  pot  he  tell^  cou^ 

Whan  ))ei  were  s^rucd  of  mete  iche  mese  after  o)>e      [leaf  oo] 

Than  seid  Gramelin  howe  seme  je  me  ^at  am  joure  bro]>e 

It  is  nouht  wele  serued  be  god  ]>at  al  maade 

pat  .1.  schal  sitt  fastinge  and  o])er  men  maak  glade 

]De  false  knyht  his  bro]>er  per  pst  he  stode 

Told  al  his  gestes  ]>at  Gamelyne  was  woode  472 

And  Gamelin  stode  stifi  and  anseward  nonht  1 

Bot  Adames  wordes  he  held  in  his  J>ouht 

Tho  Gamelin  gan  spek  dolfoly  wi]>  alt 

To  pe  grete  lordes  ))at  saten  in  pe  hafl*  476 

Lordes  he  seide  for  cristes  passione 

Helpe  to  bringe  Gamelin  oate  of  pr/sone 

IT  Than  seide  Abbote  sorwe  on  his  cheke 

He  schall:  haue  cristes  curse  and  seint  Maries  eke  480 

That  pe  oute  of  prison  begge])  ofer  borwe 

Bot  euer  wor]>e  him  wele  ]7at  do))  ))e  muche  sorwe 

Affter  ^at  Abbot  pBH.  spak  a-no]>er 

.1.  wolde  pin  hede  wer  of  fouh  J)ou  were  my  brofer       484 

Al  ^at  pe  borwe  foul  mote  pBjm  faH 

Thus  )>ei  seiden  al  J)at  weren  in  pe  slS: 

Than  seide  A  prioure  yuel  mote  he  friue 

It  is  muche  sorwe  and  ac&pe  bojje  J>at  povL  art  a  liue       488 
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IT  Nowe  seide  Gamelin  so  brouke  .1.  my  bone 

Nowe  .L  haue  aspied  p&t  frendes  haue  .1.  none 

Cursed  mot  he  worfe  bo))e  flesche  a}id  blodo 

Jjat  euere  dofe  Pnour  or  Abbot  any  goode  492 

Adam  J)e  spencer  toke  vp  )>e  cloj^e 

And  loked  vpon  Gamelin .  and  sawhe  fat  he  was  wrofe 

Adam  on  ]>e  Pantri  litel  he  ]K)iiht 

Bot  tuo  goode  stanes  to  hall  dore  he  brouht  49G 

Adam  loked  on  gamelin  .  and  he  was  war  anone 

And  keste  awaye  fe  fetteres  and  be-gan  to  gone 

Tho  he  cam  to  Adam  he  toke  pe  toke  )>e  to  staf 

And  be-gan  to  wirche  and  goode  strokes  3af  500 

Gameline  cam  into  pe  hall  and  pe  spenser  bo]>e 

And  loked  hem  aboate  as  pei  had  be  riht  wro))e 

Gamelin  sprengej)  holy  water  with  an  oken  spire 

Than  sum  pat  stod  vp  right  ffellen  in  pQ  fire  504 

Ther  was  no  lewe  man  pai  in  pe  h&ft  stode 

That  wolde  do  Gamelin  any  J)inge  bot  gode 

Bot  stoden  be  side  and  lete  bofe  worche 

ffor  fei  had  no  rewfe  of  men  of  holy  cherche .  508 

Abbot  or  priour  Monke  or  Chanoune  [ieafeo,bJwki 

That  Gamelin  ouere  toke  a-none  J>ei  ^eden  downe 

Thar  was  none  of  hem  al  ]>at  wi|>  his  staf  mette  511 

]>at  he  ne  maade  hem  ouer  fro  we.  and  qwite  hem  Lis  dette 

Gamelin  seide  Adam  for  seint  Charity 

Pay  good  linere  for  pe  loue  of  me 

And  .1.  kei)e  pe  dore  so  euer  her  .y.  masse 

£r  fei  bene  assoiled  schal  ))er  non  passe  516 

Dowte  pe  nouht  seide  Gamelin  while  we  ben  in  fere 

Kepe  povL  wel  fe  dore  and  .1.  wirche  here 

Stere  goode  Adam  and  latt  fere  none  fie 

And  we  schol  tel  largely  hou  mony  f  er  be  520 

Gamelin  seide  Adam  do  hem  bot  goode 

Thei  hue  men  of  holy  cherche  drawe  of  hem  no  blode 

Saue  wele  pe  cronne .  and  done  hem  none  harmcs 

Bot  breke  bofe  here  legges  and  sithen  here  annes  524 
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Thus  Gamelin  and  Adam  wrouht  riht  fast 

And  plcidcn  wi]>e  ])e  monkes  and  made  hem  agast 

Theder  fei  cam  rideinge  loly  w/t/i  swaynes  5'27 

And  home  a-3eine  ]>ei  weren  ledde  in  caries  and  in  waynes 

Tho  ])ei  hadden  al  y-do  )k)  saide  a  graie  freie 

Alas  sir  Abbot  what  did  we  nowe  here 

Tho  fat  we  comen  hider  it  was  a  colde  rede 

Vs  had  be  better  att  home  wi})  water  and  brede  532 

While  Gamelin  gaf  ordres  to  monk  and  to  frere 

£uer  stod  his  bro]>er  and  mad  foul  chere 

Gamelin  vp  wiJ>J>e  his  staf  fat  he  wel  knewe 

And  gerd  him  in  fe  nekke  fat  he  ouer  frewe  536 

A  litel  aboue  J>e  gardel  f  e  rigge  bot  to-brast 

And  in  fe  fetters  sette  him  fer  he  satt  aist 

Sitt  f er  brof er  brofer  seide  Gameline 

ffor  to  coly  fi  bodi  as  .1.  dide  myne  540 

As  swyfe  as  fei  had  wroken  hem  on  her  fone 

The  asked  water  and  wissen  anone 

What  som  for  her  loue  and  sum  for  awe 

Al  fe  s^ruantj  serued  ham  of  f e  best  lawe  544 

The  schirreue  was  fen  bot  .v.  mile 

And  al  f  is  was  tolde  him  in  a  litel  while 

Howe  Gamelin  and  Adam  had  done  a  sori  res 

Bounden  and  wounden  men  a^ein  fe  kinges  pes  548 

Tho  be-gan  son  striff  for  to  wake 

And  fe  scherref  aboute  gameline  for  to  take 

IF  Nowe  lyf es  and  listenef  so  god  gif  jow  good  fine     [ie»f mi 

And  36  schatt  here  good  game  of  jonge  Gameline  552 

ffoure  and  twenty  jongemen  fat  helde  hem  fufl*  bolde 

Cam  to  fe  scherreue  and  seide  fat  he  wold 

Gameline  and  Adam  for  to  fette  a-waye 

The  scherref  jaue  hem  leue  sofe  as  .1.  jowe  saye  556  ] 

Thei  hiden  fast  wolde  f  ei  nouht  linne 

To  f ei  cam  to  fe  gate  f er  Gamelin  was  inne 

Thei  knokken  on  f  e  gate  f  e  porter  was  nyhe 

And  loked  out  att  an  hole  as  a  man  fat  was  sly  he  :       560 
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The  porter  had  be-holde  hem  a  litel  while 

He  loued  wele  Gamelin  an  was  diad  of  gile: 

An  lete  fe  wyket  stonde  ful  stilJ: 

And  asked  hem  fer-out  what  was  here  witt  564 

ffor  al  ]>e  grete  Compaigny  J>an  spak  hot  one 

Vndo  Jje  gate  Portier  and  latt  vs  inn  goone 

Then  seide  fe  porter  so  biooke  .1.  my  chinne 

3e  schal  sei  joure  erant  er  ^at  30  comme  inne  568 

Sei  to  Gamelin  and  to  Adam .  if  }?eire  witt  be 

We  wolde  speke  withe  hem  tuo  wordes  or  J>re 

ifelaw  saide  ^e  portier  stonde  ]>eT  stitt 

An  J.  wil  wende  to  Gamelin  to  weten  his  witt  672 

In  wente  ))e  portier  to  Gamelin  arnone 

And  seide  sire  .1.  wame  jowe  her^  be  commen  ^oure  fono 

The  scherrefs  men  ben  att  gate 

ffor  to  take  30tte  bo])e  schal  30  nonht  skape  576 

Portier  seide  Gramelin .  So  mot  J.  wel  pe 

.1.  witt  allowe  J)e  pi  wordes  whan  .1.  mi  time  see 

Gro  a^ein  to  gate  and  dwel  wi])  hem  a  while 

And  ]K)n  schal  see  riht  sone  porter  a  gile  580 

Adam  seide  Gamelin  loke  pe  to  gone 

We  haue  fomen  att  gate  and  frendes  neuer  one 

It  buen  pe  schirreues  men  J>a  hider  bue  come 

pel  be  sworre  to-geder  ]>at  we  schal  be  noTnme  584 

Gamelinc  seide  Adam  hie  pe  riht  be  line 

And  if  .1.  faUe  pe  pia  daie  yuel  mot  .1.  })riue 

And  we  schol  so  wel-come  pe  scherreues  men 

That  som  of  hem  shal  make  here  beddes  in  pe  fen         588 

A  good  Cart  staf  in  his  honde  he  hent 

Gamelin  and  att  postern  gate  oute  he  wente 

Adam  hent  sone  eL-nopet  good  staf 

ffor  to  helpen  gamelin  and  goode  strokes  jaf  592 

Adam  felde  tweine  and  Gameline  felled  ]7re 

t>e  to])er  sett  fete  on  er}?e  and  gan  to  fle 

What  saide  Adam  so  euer  hero  .1.  masse  [learei,  bftck] 

.1.  haue  riht  goode  wyne  drinke  ar  ^e  passe  596 
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Kiie  be  god  seide  )>ei  ]>i  drinke  is  not  goode 

It  wold  make  mannes  brayne  to  lye  in  his  bode 

Gamelin  stoode  stitt  and  loked  bim  aboute 

And  sawbe  ^e  scberreue  come  vrip  a  grete  route  600 

Adam  seide  Gameline  wbate  be  nowe  ]>i  redes 

Here  come])  pe  scberreue  and  wil  baue  oure  bedes 

Adam  seide  to  Gamelin  my  rede  is  nowe  pis 

Abide  we  no  longer  lest  we  fare  a  mys  604 

.1  rede  fat  we  to  woode  gone  ar  pat  we  be  founde 

Better  is  per  louse  pan  in  toune  bounde 

Adam  toke  be  pe  bonde  ^onge  gamelin 

And  eyper  of  bem  dianke  a  draubt  of  wyne  608 

And  aft3r  token  ber  cours  and  wenteu  ber  waie 

Tbo  fonde  pe  scberref  nest  bot  no  naie 

pe  scberref  lybt  doune  And  went  in  to  pe  batt 

And  fonde  pe  lorde  fetterd  fast  wip  att  612 

Tbe  scberreve  vnfetterd  bim  libt  sone  anone 

And  sent  after  a  lecbe  to  belen  bis  rigge  bone 

Late  we  nowe  pe  fSedse  knybt  lybe  in  his  care 

And  talks  we  of  Qamelin  and  loke  bo  we  be  fare  616 

Gramelin  in  to  pe  wode  stalkep  stiff 

And  Adam  spencer  loked  ribt  itt 

Adam  swore  to  Qamelin  be  seinte  Ricbere 

Nowe  .1.  se  it  is  mery  to  be  a  spensere  620 

Tbat  me  were  leuer  kaye  to  bere 

Than  walken  in  pis  wilde  wode  my  elope  to  tere 

Adam  seide  Gameline  dismaie  ^e  ribt  noubt 

Many  good  mannes  cbilde  in  care  is  broubt  624 

As  pei  stode  talkinge  bope  in  fere 

Adam  berde  talkinge  of  men  aiid  nybe  bem  poubt  be  were 

Tbo  Gamelin  vnder  wode  loked  ariht 

.Vij.  score  of  3onge  men  be  sawe  wele  a-dibt  628 

All:  satt  att  mete  compas  aboute 

Adam  seide  Gamelin  nowe  baue  je  no  doute 

After  bale  comes  bote  porubt  goddes  mybt 

Me  pe  pinkep  pat  of  mete  and  drinke  .1.  baue  a  sibt     632 
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Adam  loked  po  vnder  wode  bouhe 

And  ]k)  be  sauhe  mete  he  was  glade  y-nowhe 

ifor  he  hope  to  god  for  to  haue  his  dele 

And  he  was  sore  alonged  after  a  goode  mele  636 

As  he  had  seide  )>at  word  ]>e  Maister  outelawe  pMres] 

Sawe  Gamelin  and  Adam  vnder  wode  schawe 

)onge  men  seide  fe  maister  be  pe  goode  rode 

.L  am  war  of  gestes  god  send  ys  goode  640 

Jonde  bene  two  3on[g]e  men  riht  wele  adiht 

And  parauentur  per  bene  mo  who  so  loked  ariht 

Arise])  vp  jonge  men  and  fette  hem  to  me 

It  is  good  p&i  we  weten  what  men  ^i  be  644 

Vpe  fer  sterten  .vy.  fro  J)e  denere 

And  Metten  wi]»  Gamelin .  and  Adam  spensere 

Whan  ^i  were  nyhe  hem  pan  seide  ]>at  one 

5elde]»  yp  jonge  men  joxire  bowes  and  joure  flone  648 

Than  seid  Gamelin  pai  jonge  was  of  elde 

Muche  sorwe  mot  he  haue  J>at  to  jowe  hem  ^elde 

.L  curs  none  oper  hot  riht  my  selue 

))ongh  je  fette  to  30W  .t.  )>at  be  je  tuelue  652 

Tho  j)ei  herde  be  his  worde  psi  myht  was  in  his  arme 

Ther  was  none  of  hem  pskt  wolde  do  him  harmo 

Bot  seide  to  Gamelin  MUdely  and  stitt 

Com  a-for  onre  maister  and  seie  to  him  ]>i  witt  656 

Jonge  men  seide  Gamelin  be  jonre  lente 

What  man  is  jonre  Maister  pat  3c  wi]>  be 

Al  pei  ansewerd  wijKrate  lesinge 

Onre  nudster  his  croxmed  of  owtelawes  pe  kenge  660 

Adam  seide  Gamelin  go  we  in  cristes  name 

He  maye  neyper  mete  ne  drinke  warne  ys  for  schame 

If  pat  he  be  hende  and  come  of  gentil  blode 

He  will:  jeue  ys  mete  and  drinke  and  do  vs  sum  goode  664 

Be  seinte  lame  seid  Adam  what  harme  pat  .1.  gete 

.1.  wil  auentur  me  to  pc  dore  pat  .1.  hade  mete 

Gamelin  and  Adam  wenten  forpe  in  fere 

And  pei  grete  pe  maister  pat  pei  fonde  pere  668 
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Than  seide  ]>e  maister  kinge  of  owtelauwes 

What  seke  je  jongmen  vnder  wodee  schawes 

Gamelin  ansewarde  ]>e  kinge  wi^  his  cronne 

He  moste  nedes  walke  in  wode  pat  maye  nouht  walke  intoune 

Sire  we  walke  nouht  here  men  harme  to  do  673 

Bot  if  wee  mete  a  dere  to  schete  per  to 

As  men  pat  bene  hungri  and  male  no  mete  finde 

And  bene  haide  bestade  vnder  wode  linde  676 

Of  Gamelyne  wordes  pe  maister  had  reu])o 

He  seide  sche  schal  haue  .L-nouhe  haue  god  my  treu])e 

He  bad  hem  sette  doiine  for  to  take  rest  [iiMfes.  back] 

And  bad  ete  and  dringe  and  ]>at  of  pe  best  680 

As  ])ei  eten  and  dronken  wele  and  fine 

Than  seide  pe  tone  to  pe  to]>er  pis  is  Gameline 

Tho  was  pe  Maister  owtelawe  into  counseile  nome 

And  tolde  ho  we  it  was  Gamelin  was  peder  come  684 

Anone  as  he  herde  howe  it  was  be-fal 

He  maade  him  maister  vnder  him  OTiere  hem  al 

WiJ-imie  pe  fred  weke  him  cam  tidynge 

Tho  pe  maister  owtlawe  ))at  was  here  kinge  688 

))at  he  scholde  come  home  his  pes  was  made 

And  of  pe  goode  ti]>inge  he  was  ful  glade 

Tho  seide  he  to  his  jongo  men  soJ>e  to  tett 

Me  be  commen  ti]>inges  .1.  maie  no  longer  duel .  692 

Tho  was  Gameline  anone  wi))-oute  taryinge 

Maade  Maister  owteley .  and  crouned  here  kinge 

Tho  was  Gamelin  crounede  kinge  of  outelawes 

And  walked  a  while  vnder  wode  schawes  696 

The  false  knyht  his  broj^er  was  scherreue  of  j)e  schire 

And  lete  his  bro])er  endite  for  hate  and  for  ire 

Tho  were  his  bondemen  sori  and  nouht  gladde 

Whan  Gamelin  her  lorde  was  cried  wolueshed  and  maade 

And  sent  oute  of  his  men  wher  J)ei  myht  him  finde       701 

fibr  to  seke  Gamelin  vnder  wode  linde 

To  tel  him  tifinge  pe  winde  was  went 

And  al  his  goode  reued  and  his  men  schent  704 
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Wlmn  pe  badden  him  founde  on  knees  J^ei  hem  setten 

And  a-doime  vnp  here  hode  and  here  lorde  gretten . 

Sir  wia]>]>e  ^ou  nouht  for  ]>e  goode  rode 

ffor  we  haue  biouhte  jowe  ti]^inges  hot  ^ei  be  noii3t  goode 

Kowe  is  ]>i  bro^e  scherreue  and  ha]>e  ]>e  bailie  709 

And  ha])e  enditede  ])e  and  woluea-hed  do]>e  ]>e  crie 

Alias  seide  Gamelin  psi  euer  .1.  was  so  slakke 

)>at  .L  ne  hadde  broke  his  nekke .  J>o  .1.  his  rigge  brakke 

Go  gretej)  wele  myne  hnsbondes  an<i  wif  713 

.L  wil  bene  att  ^e  next  schire  haue  god  my  lif 

Gameljn  cam  wel  redy  to  po  next  schire 

And  fer  was  his  brof er  hope  lorde  and  sire  716 

Gamelin  cam  boldely  in  to  >e  mote  hatt 

And  put  adoune  his  hode  a-monge  pe  lordes  alt 

God  saue  jowe  lordeinges  Jrat  nowe  here  be 

Bot  brokebakke  scherreue  yuel  most  ]>ou  pe  720 

Whi  haste  ]>ou  do  me  ]7at  schame  and  velanye  [iMf  osj 

flfor  to  late  endite  me  and  wolues-hede  do  me  crye 

Tho  povht  pQ  fals  knyht  for  to  be  awreke 

And  lete  take  Gameline  most  he  nomore  speke  724 

Miht  J^ere  be  no  grace  bot  Gamelin  att  pe  last 

Was  cast  in  to  prison  and  fetterd  fast 

Gameline  liape  a  bro))er  ]^at  hiht  sir  Ote 

A  goode  knyht  and  hende  as  miht  gone  on  fots  728 

Anone  ^ede  a  messagier  to  ]7at  good  knyht 

And  tolde  hem  al  togeder  howe  Gameline  was  diht 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

He  was  riht  sorie  was  ho  nopuxge  liht  732 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

And  to  his  tweine  bre]7er  ful  sone  he  came 

Sir  seide  air  Ote  to  pe  Scherref  ]>oo 

"We  bene  bot  free  brefem  schal  we  neuer  be  mo  736 

And  )>ou  hast  prisoned  pe  best  of  at)' 

Suche  aruopet  luel  mot  him  befall: 

Sire  Ote,  seide  pe  false  knyht  lat  be  ])!  curs 

Be  god  for  J)i  wordes  he  schal  fare  pe  wurs  740 
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To  ^  kinges  pnsoft  he  his  ynomme 

And  peie  he  schal  abide  vnto  J>e  iustice  come 

Pardie  seide  sire  Ote  Better  it  schatt  be 

.1.  bidde  him  to  mainprise  ]>at  ]>ou  gronnt  to  me  744 

Til  fe  next  siteinge  of  deliu^i'ance 

And  lat  ]>at  Gamelin  stonde  to  his  chaunce 

Bro^  in  suche  a  forward  .L  take  him  to  ))e 

And  be  ^i  faderes  sonle  )>at  be-3ate  fe  and  me  748 

Bot  he  be  redi  whan  pe  Iustice  sitte 

))on  schalt  here  pe  luggement  for  att  ]>i  grete  witte 

.1.  groont  wele  quod  sire  ote  ^at  it  so  be 

Lat  do  liner  him  a-none  aiid  tak  him  to  me  752 

Tho  was  Gameline  delinerde  to  stV  Ote  his  broj^er 

And  ]»kt  nyht  dwelden  }>e  tone  wij>  pe  to]>ere 

On  ye  morwe  seide  Gramelin  to  sir  Ote  fe  hende 

Bro^  he  seide  .L  mot  for  sojie  fro  )>e  wende  756 

To  loke  how  my  3onge  men  leden  here  lif 

Whe)>er  ]>ei  leaen  in  ioje  or  elles  in  strif 

Be  gode  seide  sir  bote  J>at  is  a  colde  rede 

I^ow  .L  see  ]k^  al  ]>e  carke  schal  fal  on  myne  hede        760 

£for  whan  j>e  Iustice  sitte  and  pou  be  nouht  yfoimde 

.1.  schal  anone  be  taken  and  in  )?i  stede  ybounde 

Bro]>er  seide  Gamelin  dismaie  ]>e  nouht 

ffor  be  seint  lame  in  Galeis  ^t  mony  men  ha])  souht     764 

If  ]»at  god  almyhty  holde  me  my  lif  and  witte      PMf  es»  bMk] 

.L  wil  be  j)ere  redy  whan  fe  Iustice  sitte 

Than  seide  sir  Ote  til  gamelin  god  schelde  pe  fro  schame 

Com  whan  ^u  seest  time  and  biinge  vs  oute  of  blame  768 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

IT  Gamelin  went  po  vnder  wode  rise 

And  fonde  pete  playiuge  men  of  prise  772 

Tho  was  3onge  Gamelin  riht  glad  ynouhe 

Whanne  he  fonde  his  men  vnder  woode  bouhe 

Gamelin  and  his  men  taUcen  in  fere 

And  ])ei  had  good  Game  here  nuustor  to  here  776 
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His  men  tolden  him  of  aventares  J^at  )iei  had  foonde 

And  Gamelin  hem  tolde  ajein  hoive  he  was  fast  bounde 

Whan  Gamelin  was  outelawe  he  hadde  no  cois 

Ther  was  no  man  pskt  for  him  ferde  fe  wois  780 

Bot  Abbotes  and  priouis  and  monke  and  chanone 

On  hem  left  he  nouht  whan  he  myht  hem  nome 

While  Gamelin  and  his  men  made  merj^es  rive 

The  fals  knyht  his  bro]»er  yuel  most  he  J^rine  784 

ifor  he  was  fast  aboute  bo)>e  daie  and  o])er 

£for  to  hire  pe  queste  for  to  honge  his  brojwr 

if  Gamelin  stode  vpon  a  dale  and  he  be-helde 

pe  wode  and  J>e  schawes  in  ]>e  wilde  felde  788 

He  ]K>nht  on  his  bro)>er  howe  him  be-hette 

])at  he  wolde  be  redj  whan  pe  lustice  sette 

He  J^ouht  wele  y&t  he  wolde  vnp-oute  delaie 

Com  afor  ]»e  lustice  to  kepen  his  daye  792 

And  seide  to  his  3onge  men  diht  jowe  jare 

£for  whan  ^e  lustice  sitte  we  mot  be  ^are 

£for  .L  am  vnder  borwe  til  ]>at  .L  come 

And  my  bio])er  for  me  to  pWson  schal  be  nomme  796 

Be  seint  lame  seide  his  jonge  men  afid  ]>ou  reede  peiix) 

Oideigne  howe  it  schal  be  and  it  schal  be  do 

While  Gameline  was  cominge  ]>er  )>e  lustice  satt 

The  &]se  knyht  his  bio)^  for-^ate  he  noujt  p&it  800 

To  hire  men  on  his  queste  to  hangen  his  bro]>er 

))ouhe  pel  had  nouht  ]>e  tone  he  wolde  haue  pat  o])ere 

Tho  cam  Gamelin  fro  vnder  wode  rise 

And  brouht  wi]>e  hem  jonge  men  of  priise  804 

I  se  wele  saide  Gamelin  ]>e  lustice  is  sette 

Go  a-fome  Adam  and  loke  how  it  spette 

Adam  went  in  to  ]>e  halt  and  loke  al  aboute 

He  sawhe  ]>&te  stand  lordes  grete  and  stoute  808 

And  str  Ote  his  bro)>ere  fetterd  ful  faste  iiwrei] 

Tho  went  Adam  oute  as  he  were  agaste 

Adam  seide  to  Gamelin  and  to  his  felawes  all 

Sire  Ote  stant  fetterd  in  ]>e  mote  lialt  812 
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Jonge  men  seide  Gamelin  )»is  here  ^e  alle 

Howe  sir  Ote  slant  fetteid  in  ye  mote  halle 

If  god  jife  Ys  grace  wele  for  to  do 

He  schal  it  arbigge  y&i  brouht  it  ^r-to  816 

Than  seide  Adam  ^t  lokkes  had  hore 

Cristes  curs  mot  he  haue  y&i  him  bonde  so  sore 

And  ^u  wilte  Gamelin  do  after  my  rede 

paxe  is  none  in  ^e  hatt  schal  here  awaie  his  hede  820 

Adam  seide  Gamelin  we  wil  nouht  do  soo 

We  wil  sle  ye  Giltif  and  late  ^e  o^ere  goo 

.1.  wil  into  ye  halt  and  wiy  ye  lustice  speke 

On  hem  ^at  ben  Giltif  .1.  wil  bene  awreke  824 

Lat  none  scape  att  ye  dore  tsikey  jonge  men  jeme 

ffor  .L  wil  be  lustice  }}id  dale  domes  to  deme 

God  spede  me  yia  daye  att  my  newe  werke 

Adam  Com  ^u  wij)  me  for  j7ou  schal  be  my  derke       828 

His  men  Anseward  him  aiid  bad  him  done  his  best 

And  if  ^u  to  vs  haue  ne  le  ]rou  schal  finde  vs  preste 

We  wil  stand  wiy  ye  while  fat  we  maie  dure 

And  hot  we  wirken  manly  paie  vs  non  hire  832 

5onge  men  seide  Gameline  so  mote  .1.  wel  ye 

As  trusti  a  maister  schal  30  finde  on  me 

Riht  yete  ye  lustice  satte  in  ye  halt 

In  went  Gamelin  a-monge  hem  alt  836 

Gamelin  lete  vn-fetter  his  bro]>er  oute  of  bende 

Than  seide  sir  Oke  his  broker  fat  was  hende 

Thou  haddest  al-most  gamelin  dwelled  to  longe 

ffor  ye  quest  is  oute  for  me  fat  .1.  scholde  be  honge      840 

Brofer  seide  Gamelin  so  god  gif  me  gode  rest 

piB  daie  f ei  schal  be  liongede  fat  bene  on  f i  queste 

And  f e  lustice  bof e  fat  is  f e  lugge  man 

And  fe  scherreue  bofe  foruh  him  it  be-ganne  844 

Than  seide  Gamelin  to  f  e  lustice 

Nowe  is  f i  power  done  fou  most  nedes  arise 

Thou  hast  jeue  domes  fat  bene  yuel  diht 

.1.  wil  sitten  in  fi  sette  and  dressen  hem  a-rilit  848     cJIr- 
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The  lostice  satt  stilt  tmd  rose  nouht  anone 

And  Gamelin  cleue  his  cheke  bone . 

GameKn  toke  him  in  his  annes  avd  no  more  spak   :  [if  64,  bk] 

Bot  )»roue  him  ouer  ^  barre  and  his  arme  to-brak         852 

Dorst  none  to  Oameline  seie  bot  gode 

ffor  feide  of  ^  compaignie  ^at  wi)H)ute  stode 

Gamehn  set  him  doune  in  ^e  lustice  sete 

And  sir  Ote  his  broj^er  by  him  and  Adam  att  his  fete   866 

Herke  of  bonide  )^at  Gamelin  dede 

He  ^uht  for  to  make  hem  riht  sore  adrede 

IT  He  lete  fetter  )^e  Justice  and  his  false  bro]wr 

And  lete  hem  come  to  )?e  barre  ]?e  tone  wi^  ])e  to]?er      860 

Tho  Gamelin  had  ]?iis  done  he  no  rest 

To  he  had  enquered  who  was  on  ^e  quost 

ffor  to  demon  his  broker  sir  Ote  for  to  honge 

Or  he  wiste  whiche  Jei  were  he  J^ouht  ful  longe  864 

Bot  as  son  as  Gamelin  wist  where  ])ei  were 

He  dide  hem  euery-chon  fetter  in  fere 

And  bhnge  hem  to  ])e  barre  and  sett  hem  on  rewe 

Be  my  feif  e  seide  lustice  J>e  scherreue  is  a  schrewe        868 

Than  seide  Gamelin  to  ])e  lustice 

Thou  hast  jeue  domes  of  ])e  werst  assise 

And  fe  .xij.  sisours  ])at  weren  on  ])e  queste 

Thei  schal  ben  an-hanged  ])is  daie  so  haue  .1.  goode  reste 

Than  seide  fe  scherreue  to  ^onge  Gameline  873 

Lorde  .1.  crie  J>e  Mercye  brofe  art  ])ou  myne 

Ther-fore  seide  Gamelin  haue  ])ou  goddes  curs 

ffor  and  Jk)u  were  Meister  3it  .1.  scholde  haue  wors       876 

ffor  to  make  schort  tale  and  nouht  to  longe 

He  ordeyned  him  a  queste  of  his  men  so  stronge 

The  lustice  and  ])e  scherreve  bof  hongede  hihe 

To  veyven  wije  ])e  ropes,  and  wif  )>e  wynde  drye  880 

And  fe  .xy.  sisours  sorwe  haue  ])ei  )?at  rekke 

Att  fei  were  hanged  fast  be  J)e  nekke 

Thus  ende]>  J>e  false  knyht  wij>  his  trecherie 

That  euer  hade  ladde  his  lif  in  falsnes  and  in  folye       884 
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He  was  hongede  be  pe  nekke.  and  noulit  be  pe  puree 

J?at  wais  ^e  mede  )^t  he  had  for  his  fader  ciirs 

Sire  Ote  was  eldest  and  Gamelin  was  }inge 

Wente  wi|)  here  frendes  and  pesed  wi]>  pe  kinge  888 

Thei  made  pes  wip  pe  kinge  of  pe  best  sise 

The  kinge  louede  wele  air  Ote  and  maade  him  Justice 

And  after  pQ  kinge  maade  Gamelin  bo)«  in  est  and  weste 

Chief  lustice  of  his  fre  forest .  892 

Alt  his  whight  3onge  men  pe  kinke  for-jaue  here  gelte    [leaf  65] 

And  Bi}}en  in  good  Office  he  ha))e  hem  al  pelte 

Thus  wan  Gamelin  his  londe  and  his  lede 

And  wrake  him  of  his  enemys  and  quyte  hem  here  mede 

And  str  Ote  his  Bro])er  maade  him  hi[s]  heire  897 

And  Beppe  wede  Gameline  a  wif  a  goode  and  a  feire 

Thei  leueden  to-geder  while  ^t  crist  wolde 

An  sy^n  was  Gamelin  Grauen  vnder  molde  900 

And  so  schal  we  al  maie  ^ere  none  fle 

God  bringe  vs  to  fat  loye  p^  euer  schal  be   AmeN. 

Ezplicif  fabola  CocL  T 

[No  gap  in  the  MS.'\ 
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[NOTICE — ^Inasmuch  aa,  after  the  Man  of  Law* 8  Tale, 
fche  order  of  the  Tales  in  the  Lanadowne  MS  differs  from  the 
right  order  of  the  Tales  in  which  the  Six-Text  is  to  be 
arranged,  the  farther  issue  of  the  separate  Lansdowne  Parts 
is  suspended  till  all  the  Tales  before  the  SMpmarCs  in  the 
Lansdowne  MS  have  been  issued  in  the  Sia>-Text.  Then 
the  proper  pagings  of  the  separate  Lansdowne  sheets  can  be 
ascertained,  and  a  large  Part  will  be  issued,  bringing  the 
separate  issue  abreast  of  the  Six-Text,  See  the  following 
scheme : — 
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Incipit  prolognf  legu  periti.  i^  uas  cs] 

OWre  Oste  sauhe  wele  ])at  ^  briht  soxme 
The  arke  of  Ida  artificial  daie  had  ronne 
The  ferj^e  part  &  half  an  houre  &  more 
And  ^ouhe  he  were  noojt  expert  in  lore  4 

He  wist  it  was  \^  .xviij.  daye 
Of  Apritt  ]>at  is  messagiere  of  maie 
And  sawhe  wele  fat  f e  schadow  of  euery  tree 
Was  as  in  lengej)  in  ])e  same  qt^ntite  8 

As  was  ])e  body  erect  ))at  caused  it 
And  )?ere-for  be  ])e  schadowe  he  toke  his  wit 
That  phebns  whiche  )?at  schone  so  clere  and  briht 
Degres  was  .xlv.  dome  on  hiht  12 

And  for  }}at  daie  as  in  fat  latitude 
It  was  .X.  att  clokke .  he  gan  conclude 
And  sodenly  he  piht  his  hors  aboute 
Lordeinges  ^(A  he  .1.  wame  30U  al  fis  route  16 

The  ferfe  party  of  fis  daie  es  gone 
Nowe  for  f  e  loue  of  god  and  seinte  lob il 
Lesej)  no  time  as  ferforf  as  y^  maie 

Lordeinges  fe  time  it  wastef  nyht  and  daie  20 

And  stele))  from  vs  what  priuely  slepeinge 
And  what  f  orwhe  necligence  in  oure  wakeynge 
As  dofe  fe  streme  fat  tumef  neuer  a-^eine 
Descendeinge  fro  fe  mountaigne  in  to  f e  pleine  24 

Wele  cane  senec  and  mony  a  philosophre 
Be-weylein  time  more  fan  golde  in  Cophre 
ffor  losse  of  cat^  maie  recouerd  be 
£ot  losse  of  time  schendef  ys  qt/od  he  28 
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It  vril  nouht  com  i^ein  wi^  oute  diede 

Ne  mor  fsLH  wil  Malkina  MaidenLede 

Whan  scbe  hajye  lost  it  in  hire  wantonnes  n«f «,  back] 

Lat  vs  noujt  moolen  J7us  in  ydelnes  32 

Sir  Man  come^  of  quod  he  so  hane  je  hlisse  v  laurj 

Tel  vs  a  tale  nove  as  forward  is 

3e  be  submitted  }}orwhe  ^ouie  fie  assent 

To  stonden  in  pis  caas  att  my  luggement  36 

Acquite^  now  ^owe  of  ^oure  beheste 

Than  haue  ^e  done  ^oure  deuer  att  leste 

Ost  quod  he  de  par  deux  iche  assent 

To  broke  forwarde  is  nouht  myne  entent  40 

Beheste  is  dette  and  .1.  wil  holden  faine 

Al  my  byheste  .1.  can  no  better  seine 

ffor  suche  lawe  as  a  man  jeuep  ano]>er  whihte 

He  scholde  him  selfe  ysen  it  be  riht  44 

Thus  wil  cure  t€xt  hot  na^eles  certeine 

.1.  can .  riht  nowe  no  trusti  tale  seine 

psA  chancer  ])ouhe  he  can  hot  lewdly 

On  metres  and  in  rymeinge  craftely  48 

Ha]7e  saide  hem  in  suche  ynglysshe  as  he  can 

Of  Oldo  time  as  knowej)  mony  a  man 

And  if  he  haue  nouht  seide  hem  leue  bro))er 

In  o  boke  he  ha])e  seide  in  a  no^er  52 

ffor  he  ha^  tolde  of  louers  yp  and  donne 

Moo  pan  Ouide  Maade  Mencion 

In  his  Episteles  p&t  been  ful  olde 

What  schold  .1.  tellen  hem  sen  ^i  bu  tolde  56 

In  ^ou^e  he  maade  of  Ceys  and  Alcione 

And  si}}en  ha])e  he  spoken  of  eumchone 

Thes  noble  wifes  and  pea  louers  eke 

Who  so  ]?at  wil  his  large  veloine  seke  CO 

Cleped  ^e  seintes  Legent  of  Cupide 

There  maie  he  see  pe  large  woundes  wide 

Of  Lucres  and  of  Babilan  Thisbe 

The  swerde  of  dido  for  pe  fols  ene  64 
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The  tree  of  phillis  for  hir  demefon 

The  pleinte  of  Dianyre  awd  of  Ermjon 

Of  Adnane  arid  of  ysiphilee 

The  barayn  ysel  stondeynge  in  |)e  see  68 

The  dreynt  leandre  for  his  erro 

The  teres  of  Eleyne  and  eke  pe  wo 

Of  brixseide  and  of  |>e  ladomya 

The  cnielte  of  quene  Medea  73 

The  litil  childem  hongeinge  be  pe  hals  PmT  e«[] 

ffoT  \>i  lason  ^at  was  of  loue  fals 

Of  ypnistra  Penelope  Alceste 

3oure  wifehode  he  commende^  yrip  pQ  beste  76 

Bot  certeynly  no  worde  write])  he 

Of  ^Oke  wilke  ensample  of  Canace 

p&i  loued  hir  owen  broker  sinfully 

Of  suche  cursed  stories  .1.  saie  fye  80 

Or  elles  of  Tiro  Appolonius 

How  }}at  ^e  cursed  kinge  Anthiochus 

Beraft  his  doubter  of  hir  maydenhede 

That  is  80  orrible  a  tale  for  to  rede  84 

"WTian  he  bire  ^J^rewe  )?oruhe  J>e  pament  p  pyrewe] 

And  pQT-foT  he  of  ful  avlBement 

Kolde  neuer  write  in  none  of  his  s^rmones 

Of  whiche  vnkinde  abhominaciones  88 

Ke  .1.  ne  wil  none  reherce  if  }}at  .1.  maie 

Bot  of  my  tale .  howe  schal  .L  done  ])is  daie 

Me  were  lo]>e  be  likned  douteles 

To  muses  }}at  men  clepen  pieriedes  92 

Methamorphoseos  woote  what  .1.  mene 

Bot  natheles  .L  recche  nou3t  a  bene 

))owhe  .1.  come  after  him  wip  halve  bake 

.1.  speke  in  prose  and  lat  him  times  make  96 

And  wi^  ^at  worde  he  wij)  a  sobre  chere 

Began  his  tale  as  30  echal  after  here .  98 
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[No  breake  in  the  MS  between  the  utan^ag.'] 
Hio  inoipit  &biila  legu  peritt 

0 Hateful  harme  condicione  of  poueit  99 

Wit7i  jniret.  v/ith  colde.  wi'tA  hungre  bo  confounded 
To  asken  helpe  ^u  schamef'  in  fine  hert 
If  ^ou'  axe  wiVt  nede  ^u  art  eo  wounded      102 
^at  verrei  nede  Tnwrappe^  el  fi  wound  hid 
Maugreue  pia  hede  poM  most  for  indigence 
Or  Steele  or  begge  or  borwe  bi  despense  105 

['  a  lart  nont  luirMd] 

Jjott  blamest  criat  and  seist  ful  bittirly. 

He  mys  departed  richesse  temporal 

t>i  neihebnrghe  ^u  witeat  ainfuUy 

And  seist«  pov  baate  to  litel  and  he  h&]>  al  109 

Pel  fey  aeys  ^ou  aum  tyme  be  reken  achal 

Whan  ])at  his  tails  schal  heme  in  fe  glede 

ffoT  he  nonjt  belpe^  nedeful  in  here  nede  112 

Herben  what  ia  pc  meneynge  of  ^  vise 

Better  is  to  dyen  pan  to  haue  indigence  [i«f  •>,  buk] 

)7i  self  neighebore  wil  )«  dispise 

If  f ou  be  pore  fare  wele  fi  reuerence  1 16 

^it  of  pe  wiseman  takef  )>is  sentence 

AH  fe  daiea  of  ponnen  ben  wikke 

Be  war  fti  fore  or  ^on  com  in  pat  piikbe  119 

IT  If  (lou  be  pore  f i  btofer  bate^  fee 
And  al  pi  frendes  flye  fro  pe  alas 
0  riche  raarchauntes  ful  of  wel  be  je 
0  noble  prudent  folke  as  in  fiis  caa  123 

Jeure  bagges  bene  noujt  filled  v/ip  ambee  aas 
Bot  wip  BIB  sinke  fat  rennef  for  jouxe  cbaunce 
Att  Cristes  masse  mery  maie  je  daunce  126 
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If  5e  seken  londe  and  see  for  3oure  "wininges 
As  wise  folke  ]>at  knowen  al  pe  astate 
Of  regnes  je  bene  faders  of  iipiagea 

And  tales  bothen  of  pes  and  debate  130 

I.  was  ribt  nowe  of  tales  desolate 
^ar  ^at  a  marchant  gone  is  mony  a  ^ere 
Me  taubt  a  tale  wbicbe  as  ^e  scbal  bere  133 


{^As  there  is  no  room  in  this  print  for  tlie  Latin  notes  in  the 
margin  of  the  MS,  they  arejpnt  here,  foith  the  numbers  of  tlie  lines 
to  w?iich  they  refer,^ 

1.  161.  Europa  est  t^rcia  pars  mundi.     [MS,  leaf  67.] 
L  197.  ?  Geptra  pharonei  furtum  discordia  thebe 
IT  Flammam  phetontw  deu-calionis  aque 
H  In  stellw  priami '.  sprites  audacia  tMrni 
IT  SensuB  vUxeus  herculeus  que  vigor.     [MS,  leaf  67] 
After  1.301.  Tiuif  Tholomens.  li&ro  primo  cap<V»^  8.  Frlmi  motus. 
Celi  dno  tunt  quorum  vnns  ost  qtd  mouet  totum  temper  ab  oriente 
lit  occidentem  t  vno  mpdo  uuper  orbes  ise.    Alter  ^ero  motus  o»t  qr/i. 
monet  orbem  Btellarum  onrreneiiuii  eofitra  motnm  primnm  yidelieet .  ab 
ooeidente  in  orientem  nuper  alios  duos  poloi  fte.    Qm/tet  enim  Bunt 
eoiveordati  quod  eleeotoiiM  gint  debiles  nUi  in  dinitibtM  Ha^ent  enim 
iflti.  lie«<  debilitentur  eorwm  eleooi'ones  radie6>»  .1.  natlmtateB  %OTum 
que  oonfortant  omnem  planetam  debilem  in  itin^e    "Rue,  Thiloso- 
phuu,    [MS,  leaf  68,  back,  a  quotation  in  Vte  middle  of  the  text.] 
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ffor  in  pe  sterres  clerer  pexi  is  pe  glas 

Is  wieten  god  irote  who  so  coujye  it  rede 

])e  de^e  of  enerj  man  wip  outen  drede  196 

IT  In  stenes  mony  a  winter  ^ar  be-fome         ^ ^**  ***•»  p-  1*L1 

Was  wreten  pe  de^e  of  Ector  and  achilles 

Off  Pompe  lulins  or  thei  were  borne  n««'«7,i»wjk] 

The  strif  of  Thebes  and  of  Hercules  200 

Of  Sampson  tumus  and  of  Socrates 

The  de})  bot  mennus  wittes  bene  so  dalle 

That  no  whiht  can  wel  rede  it  att  pe  falle  203 

IT  This  Sowldan  for  his  priue  conseile  sente 

And  schortly  of  ^is  matier  for  to  passe 

He  hsLpe  to  hem  declared  his  entent 

And  seido  hem  certeine  bot  if  he  myht  hane  grace         207 

To  haue  Custance  wi^  inne  a  litel  space 

He  nas  bot  dede  and  charged  hem  in  hihe 

To  schapen  for  his  lif  som  remedie  210 

IT  Diners  men  diners  ^inges  saiden 

The  Argumentz  custen  yp  and  doune 

Many  a  sotyl  reson  for^e  ])ei  leyden 

Thei  speken  of  Magik  and  abusion  214 

Bot  finalli  as  in  conclusion 

Thei  can  nou^t  seen  in  ^at  none  anantage 

jN'e  in  none  o^r  waie  saue  Mariage  217 

IT  Than  sanhe  ])ere  snche  difficulte 

Be  way  of  Beson  for  to  speke  as  pleine 

Be  cause  )»at  ]>ere  was  snche  diuersite 

Be  twene  here  bo]?e  lawes  as  ))ei  seine  221 

Thai  trowe  ^at  no  cristen  prince  wold  feine 

Wedden  his  childe  ynder  her  lawes  so  swete 

That  hem  was  tanht  hue  Mahoun  pe  prophete  224 
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IT  And  lie  Ansewarde  ra^er  p&n  .1.  lese 
Constance  .1.  wil  be  cristened  douteles 
•L  mot  bene  hirs  .1.  male  none  oper  chese 
.1.  pray  jow  holde  joure  argumentes  in  pes 
Saue^  my  lif  aiid  bej?  nouht  recheles 
To  gete  hir  pat  haj)  my  lif  in  cure 
ffor  in  ^is  woo  .1.  maie  nouht  longe  endure 


228 


231 


IT  What  nedejf  gretter  dOatacion 
.1.  sey  be  tretise  and  embassadrie 
And  be  pe  popes  Medeacione 
And  al  ]>e  cherche  and  al  pQ  chiualrie 
That  in  destruccion  of  Maumetrie 
And  in  encrese  of  chstes  lawe  dere 
Thei  bene  accorded  so  as  ^e  schal  here 


'<-^       --^       ^K 

Library. 

235      ^ 


238 


IT  How  ^at  ^e  Souldan  and  his  Baronage 
And  all6  his  leges  scholde  cristened  be 
And  he  seal  haue  Constance  in  Manage 
And  certeigne  gold  .L  not  what  quantite 
And  herto  founden  suf&ciant  surtie 
This  same  accorde  was  swor  in  ey])er  side 
Nowe  faire  Constance  almyhti  god  pQ  gide 


[leaf  68] 

242 


245 


IT  Xowe  wolde  sum  man  waiten  as  .1.  gesse 

))at  .1.  schol  telle  al  pQ  purueance 

That  ]>e  Emperoi^r  of  his  noblesse 

Ha|>  schapen  for  his  doubter  Dam  Custance . 

Wele  maie  men  knowen  )^at  so  grete  ordinance . 

^laie  no  man  tellen  in  a  litel  clause 

As  was  arraied  for  so  hihe  a  cause 


249 


252 


IT  Cardinals  and  Bischops  bene  schapen  wij)  hir  to  wende 

Lordes  and  lades  and  knyhtes  of  renoune 

And  o])er  folke  .  I. -no we  ])is  is  ^e  ende 

And  notified  Ls  ))oruhe  oute  |>e  toune  256 
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Sche  peyne^  hire  to  make  gode  continance 

And  foT^e  pel  lete  Mr  saile  in  pis  m&nei'e 

And  tume  .1.  wil  a^eine  to  my  matier  322 

IT  The  model  of  pe  Souldan  wel  of  vices 

Espied  hsLpQ  hir  sones  pleine  entent 

How  he  wil  lete  his  olde  sacrifises 

And  riht  a-none  sche  for  hire  conseille  sent  326 

And  J7ei  comen  to  knowen  what  sche  ment 

And  whan  assembled  was  J^es  folk  in  fere 

Sche  sett  hire  doune  and  seide  as  ^e  schalle  here .  329 

IT  Lordes  quod  sche  je  knowen  euerychone 

Howe  poi  my  Bonne  in  pointe  is  f o  to  lete 

The  holy  lawes  of  owre  Akkaron 

^euen  be  goddes  Messagiere  Makomete  333 

Bott  on  avowe  to  grete  god  .1.  hete 

The  lif  schal  raf  er  oute  of  my  bodi  sterte 

Or  Macometis  lawe  oute  of  myne  herte  336 

IT  What  schuld  vs  tiden  of  pis  newe  lawe 

Bot  j^raldom  to  oure  bodies  and  penance 

And  afterward  in  hel  to  be  drawe 

ffor  we  reneyed  Mahon  oure  creance  340 

Bot  lordes  wil  30  maken  assurance 

As  .1.  schal  seine  assentinge  to  my  lore 

And  .1.  schal  make  us  sauf  for  euer  moi'e  343 

f  Thei  sworen  a7id  assenten  euery  man 

To  leue  wij)  hire  and  deye  and  by  hire  stande 

And  eue^yche  in  pe  best  wise  he  can 

To  strengjjen  hir  schal  al  his  frendes  fonde  347 

And  sche  haj^e  ])is  emprise  take  on  honde 

Whiche  ^e  schal  here  pat  .1.  schal  deuise 

And  to  hem  al  sche  spak  in  pis  wise  350 
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IT  We  schol  first  feyne  vs  ciistendom  to  take 

Colde  water  schal  nouht  gieue  vs  bot  a  lite 

And  .L  schal  suche  a  fest  and  a  reuel  make 

]^t  as  .1.  trowe  .1.  schal  ])e  sowdan  quite  354 

ffoT  )^ouhe  his  wif  be  crestened  neuer  so  white 

Sche  schal  haue  nede  to  whasse  awaie  ]^e  rede 

Thouhe  sche  a  fonte  ful  of  water  wij)  hire  lede  357 

IT  O  sauldanesse  rote  of  iniquite 

Virago  \vl  semiram  ))e  seconde . 

0  serpent  ynder  femeny  te  [leaf  eo,  back] 

like  to  ^  serpente  depe  in  helle  bownde  361 

0  feyned  womman  alle  ^at  may  confounde 

Yertue  and  innocence  )?orahe  ^i  Malice 

Is  bred  in  ^e  as  nest  of  e\iery  vice .  364 

%  O  Sathan  envious  sen  ^ilk  daie 

That  ^ou  were  chased  from  owre  heritage 

Wele  knowes  ])ou  to  wemmen  fe  olde  waie 

J?ou  madest  Eua  to  bringe  in  seniage  368 

Jjou  wilt  for-done  cristen  Manage 

]>ine  instrument  so  welawaie  )^e  while 

Makeste  ])ou  of  whan  fu  wilte  begile  371 

%  This  Souldanesse  wham  .1.  )?us  blame  and  wery . 

Lete  priuely  hire  consielle  gon  here  wa}id 

What  schold  .1.  in  )?is  tale  longer  tary 

Sche  ride))  to  ^e  souldan  on  a  daye  375 

And  seide  ]>at  sche  wold  reney  hir  laye 

And  cristendome  of  prestes  hondes  fonge 

Bepentynge  sche  he]?en  was  so  longe  378 

f  Besekeinge  him  to  done  hir  ]^at  honoure 

]>at  miht  haue  ])e  cresten  folke  to  feste 

To  plese  hem  .1.  wil  do  my  laboure 

The  souldan  sei))e  .1.  wil  done  at  30UTe  heste  382 
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IT  A  certeine  tresoure  ^at  sclie  ^eder  ladde 

And  6o])e  to  seine  vital  grete  plente 

pel  hane  here  ^euen  ajui  clo)»es  eke  sche  hadde     iimt  70.  back] 

And  for])  sche  sailej)  in  J^e  salte  see  445 

O  my  Custance  ffid  of  benignite 

O .  EmperouTS  ^onge  doubter  dere 

He  p&i  is  lorde  oxiere  fortune  he  ^  steere  448 

%  Sche  blissej)  and  wij)  fed  pitous  voycc 

Vn  to  f  e  croys  of  crist  pus  seide  sche 

O  clere  o  welful  auter  holy  croyce 

Eede  of  pe  lambes  blode  ful  of  pite  452 

}>&t  whisse  pe  werlde  fro  \>e  olde  iniquitc 

Me  fro  fe  fende  and  fro  his  clowes  kepe 

)^at  daie  }}at  .1.  schal  drenchen  in  pe  depo  455 

If  Victorious  tree  proteccion  of  trewe 

Jjat  oonely  wor])i  war  for  to  bere 

J}e  kinge  of  heuen  wi)>  his  wondes  newe 

pe  wyght  lambe  |)at  hurt  was  wi]?  a  spere  459 

fAemer  of  frendes  oute  of  him  a7id  here 

On  whiche  J^i  lynes  faij^fuly  extenden 

Me  kep  and  3ife  me  myht  my  lyf  to  amenden  462 

IT  Jeres  and  dayes  fletef  J^is  creature 

Jporuhe  owte  Jje  see  of  grece  vnto  J^e  streite 

Of  Marrok  as  it  as  it  was  hir  auenture  * 

0  many  a  sory  mele  none  maie  sche  baite  466 

Affter  her  dej)  ful  oft  mai  sche  waite 

Or  pBi  Je  wilde  wawes  wil  hir  drive 

Yn  to  pe  place  ^are  sche  schal  ariue  469 

IT  Men  myht  axen  whi  sche  was  noujt  aleine 

Eke  att  pe  feste  who  myht  hir  body  saue 

.1.  answere  to  ^at  demande  ajeine 

Who  saue  Danyel  in  fe  horrible  caue  473 
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)>eTe  eueiy  saue  he  Maister  or  knaue 

"Was  wij)  J>e  lyons  frete  in  a  sterte 

No  wlught  bot  god  ])a  he  bare  in  his  heit  476 

IT  God  luste  to  schewe  his  wonderful  miracle 

In  hire  for  sche  schold  see  his  myhty  werkes 

Crist  whiche  ]>at  is  to  euery  harme  treacle 

Be  certeine  Menes  oft  as  knowen  clerkes  480 

Do]>  ])inge  for  certein  ende  ])at  fill  derke  is 

To  mannes  witte  fat  for  owre  ignorance 

'Nq  conne  knowe  his  prodent  purueance  483 

IT  !Nowe  se])  sche  was  not  at  ]>e  fest  slawe 

Who  kepped  hire  fro  J»e  drencheinge  in  J>e  see 

Who  keppet  Zona  in  ]}e  fisches  mawe  near  7i] 

To  he  was  spouted  vp  att  Niniue  487 

Wele  maie  men  knowe  it  was  no  whight  bot  he 

pat  keppe  pe  peple  £bayk  fro  drencheinge 

WiJ»  dri  feete  foruhe  oute  J»e  see  passinge  490 

IT  Who  had  J>e  foure  spirites  of  tempest 

]}at  power  hane  to  anojen  londe  and  see 

Bo]>e  nor])e  and  sou))e  and  also  west  and  este 

Anojep  ney]>er  se  ne  londe  ne  tree  494 

So>e  ]>e  comander  of  fat  was  he 

J^t  fro  fe  tempest  ay  fis  womman  kepet 

As  wele  whan  sche  woke  as  wen  sche  slepet  497 

IT  Whare  myht  fis  wontman  mete  and  drenke  haue 

Three  3ere  and  more  how  lastef  hir  yytaile 

Who  fede  fe  Egipciane  Marye  in  fe  caue 

Or  in  desert  non  bot  crist  sans  faUle  *  501 

ffyve  fonsand  foike  it  was  a  grete  meTraille 

Wif  lonea  five  a)id  fishes  tuo  to  feede 

Code  sente  his  foyson  att  her  grete  nede  504 
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IT  Sche  dryue]}  iotp  in  to  owre  Occeane 

poTvihe  oute  pQ  wilde  see  tiH  att  pe  last 

Ynder  an  castel  ])at  neuen  .7.  ne  can 

ffor  in  NoT]ye  Humbrelond  ]>e  wawe  her  caste  508 

And  in  pe  sonde  pe  schippe  stikked  so  fast 

That  ]>ens  wold  it  nouht  of  al  a  tyde 

The  wil  of  criste  was  ])at  sche  scholde  abide  511 

IT  The  Constable  of  pe  Castel  doune  is  fare 

To  seen  pia  wrakke  and  al  pe  schipe  he  souhte 

And  fonde  J>is  weiy  wowunan  ful  of  Care 

He  fonde  also  tresoure  ^at  sche  brouht  515 

In  hir  langage  Mercie  sche  be-souht 

t>e  lif  oute  of  pQ  body  for  to  twynne 

Hir  to  deliuer  of  woo  j^at  sche  was  inne  518 

IF  A  manor  latine  corrupte  was  hir  speche 

Bot  algatez  J>ere  by  was  sche  vnderstonde 

The  Constable  whan  him  lust  no  longer  seche 

This  woofol  womman  brouht  he  to  ^e  londe  522 

Sche  knele])  doune  and  ]>onke]?  goddes  sonde 

Bot  what  sche  was  sche  wolde  no  man  seye 

ffor  foule  ne  faire  ]>ouhe  ]>at  sche  scholde  deye  525 

IT  Sche  seid  sche  was  so  mased  in  )^e  see 

l)at  sche  for-gat  here  mynde  be  hir  troujie 

The  constable  of  hir  h&pe  so  grete  pite  Omt  n,  Uck] 

And  eke  his  wif  ]>at  ]>ei  wepen  for  reupe  529 

Sche  was  so  diligent  wi])  owten  sleujie 

To  serue  and  plese  eueryche  in  peX  place 

That  al  hir  louen  ]yat  lokon  on  hir  face  532 

IT  The  Consfieible  and  dam  Ermenilda  his  wif 

Where  payneins  and  pai  cuntre  euery  where 

Bot  Ermenilda  loued  here  riht  as  hir  lif 

And  custance  ha]>  so  longe  soioumed  pere  536 
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In  orisoBB  wij»  mony  a  better  tere 

Til  ibe^TL  ba))e  connerted  ]}onibe  bis  grace 

Dam .  Ermenilda  Constablesse  of  ))ilke  place  539 

IT  In  al  ]yat  londe  dorst  no  kersten  route 

Al  cresten  folke  bene  fledde  fro  ]}at  contre 

Jjombe  payneins  J>at  conquerden  bere  aboute  ^         J  j'    \  ^    /      .*/ 

Tbe  plages  of  J>e  norfe  be  J>e  lande  and  J»e  see\ 

To  Wales  fledd  fledde  J»e  cristeante  ^> 

Of  olde  bretons  dwelynge  in  fis  Isle 

Tber  was  bire  refute  for  J»e  mene  wbUe  546 

IT  Bot  jit  was  neuer  cristen  bretons  so  exiled 

Jjat  Jjer  nas  sum  in  bir  pnuete 

Honoured  crist  and  beyfen  folk  be-giled 

And  nybe  fe  castel  J>er  dwel  J>cr  dwelden  J>re  550 

]?at  one  of  bem  was  blinde  and  mybt  noubt  see 

Bot  it  weere  wi]>e  ilke  yen  of  bis  mynde 

Wi])  wicbe  men  seen  after  ^at  ])ei  be  blinde  553 

IT  Bribt  was  ]>e  sonne  as  in  ))e  somers  daie 

ffor  wbicbe  J?e  Constable  and  bis  wif  also 

And  Constance  bane  ytake  fe  ribt  waie 

To-warde  fe  se  a  forlonge  way  or  tuo  557 

To  pleyen  and  to  Romen  to  and  fro 

And  in  ber  waie  blende  men  ))aie  mette 

Croked  and  olde  wi]>  fast  eyen  scbett  560 

IF  In  Je  name  of  criste  cried  ]>is  blinde  bretoune 

Dame  Ermenilda  jeue  me  my  sibte  ajeine 

Tbis  lady  wex  affrayde  of  ))e  souno 

Lest  bir  busbonde  scbortly  for  to  seyne  564 

Wolde  bir  for  ihesM  cristes  loue  baue  sleyne 

Til  Constance  made  bir  bolde  and  bad  bire  wircbe 

Tbe  wH  of  criste  as  doubter  of  bis  cbircbe  567 
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IT  The  CozLstable  wex  abassched  of  ^at  siht 

And  seide  what  amounted  al  ^is  fare 

Custance  ansewaid  it  is  cristes  miht  [leaf  723 

J^at  helpe]>  folke  oute  of  ]»e  fendes  snare  571 

And  so  ferfor]?e  sche  gan  oure  laye  declare 

]}at  sche  constable  ar  ^at  it  was  eue 

Conucrte))  and  on  criste  maad  him  beleue  574 

IT  This  Constable  was  nouht  lorde  of  ^is  place 

Of  whiche  .1.  spak  j^are  he  Constance  fonde 

£ot  keped  it  stronge  mony  a  winter  space 

Ynder  Allea  kynge  of  of  Northehumbrelonde  578 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS,^ 

A^ein  ]»e  scottes  as  men  may  wele  here 

Bot  tome  .1.  wil  ar3eine  to  my  matier  581 

IT  Sathan  )^at  euer  waite]>  ys  to  begile 

Sanhe  of  Custance  al  hir  perfeccioun 

And  kast  anone  howe  he  myht  white  hlr  while 

And  maad  a  }onge  knyht  ^at  dwelle])  in  ]>e  toune  585 

Lone  hire  so  bote  of  foule  affeccione 

]}at  yerraily  him  ]>oiiht  ^at  he  scholde  spilld 

Bote  of  hir  myht  ones  bane  his  wille  588 

IT  He  wowejw  hir  bot  it  aveile])  nouht 

Sche  wolde  do  no  sinne  be  no  weie 

And  for  dispite  he  compassed  in  his  ^ouht 

To  make  hir  a  schameful  de])e  to  deye  592 

He  waite])  whan  ]»e  Constable  was  awaie 

And  pnuely  on  a  nyhte  he  crepte 

In  Ermenilda  scambui  whiles  ]?at  sche  sleped  595 

IT  Wery  for-waked  in  hire  orisons 

Slepe]>  custance  and  Ermenilde  also 

\>\a  knyht  ]K)uht  to  performs  sathanas  temptaciona 

Al  softly  he  is  to  ^  bedde  go  599 
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And  kette  ]>e  ]>rote  of  Ennenjlde  a  tuo 

And  leide  J>e  blody  knyf  be  dam  Custance 

And  wente  his  weie  p&ie  god  ^iue  him  meschaunce        602 

IT  Sone  afifier  come))  pis  Constable  a^eine 

And  Eke  Allea  ]>e  kenge  ]>at  was  of  j^is  lande 

And  sauhe  his  wyf  dispitously  sleyne 

ffor  whiche  ful  of  oft  he  wepet  and  wronge  his  honde  606 

And  in  J>e  bedde  J>e  blody  knyfe  he  fonde 

Be  dam  Custance  Alas  what  myht  sche  seye 

fTor  verre  woo  hir  witte  was  al  awaie  609 

IT  To  Kinge  AUa  was  tolde  al  ]>is  meschance 

And  eke  ]>e  time  and  where  and  in  what  wise 

j^at  in  a  schip  was  founden  ]>is  Constance 

As  je  haue  herd e  to-forne  devise  [leaf  7s,  book]     613 

The  kinges  herte  of  pite  gan  agrise 

Whan  he  sejje  so  benyngne  a  creature 

ffal  in  disese  and  in  mesauenture  616 

IT  ffor  as  J>e  lambe  towarde  towarde  his  defe  is  brouht 

So  stant  ))is  Innocent  be-for  pe  kenge 

This  fals  knyht  ))at  ha]}e  pia  treson  wrouht 

Bere]>  hir  on  honde  pa,  sche  ha]>e  don  pia  ^inge  620 

Bot  naj>eles  pet  was  grete  Momeinge 

Amosge  pe  peple  and  sei  pe  can  not  gesse 

That  sche  had  done  so  grete  a  wikkenesse  623 

IT  ffor  f  ei  haue  sene  hir  euer  so  vertuous 

And  loneinge  ermenilde  riht  as  hir  lif 

Of  Jjis  bare  wittenes  eneryche  in  fat  house 

saue  he  fat  Ermenilde  slowhe  wif  his  knyfe  627 

This  Gentil  kinge  hafe  cauht  a  grete  motif 

Of  pia  wittenes  And  fouht  he  wolde  enquere 

Depper  in  fis  caas  he  trouef  for  to  lere  630 
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IT  Alas  Constance  pou  naste  no  cbampioun 

Ke  fiht  cans  tow  nooht  so  walawaie 

Bot  he  fat  for  ouie  redempcioun 

And  bonde  Satban .  and  lythe  3it  ^ere  he  layc  634 

So  be  pi  stronge  champion  ]>is  daie 

flfor  bot  if  criste  oopen  myracle  kyf e 

Wife  outen  gilt  fou  schalt  be  sleyne  also  8wy])e  637 

If  Sche  Sett  hir  doune  on  knes  and  fas  sche  seyde 

Immortale  god  fat  sauedest  Susan 

firom  false  blam  and  f ou  mercyful  mayde 

Mary  .1.  mene  doubter  of  seint  Anne  641 

Befome  whos  childe  Angels  singe  osanne 

If  .1.  be  giltles  of  f  is  felonye 

Mi  soker  be .  for  elles  schal  .1.  deye  644 

IT  Haue  je  nouht  seen  sum  tyme  a  pale  face 

Amonge  a  pres  of  him  fat  haf e  be  lad 

To  wardes  his  def  where  him  gat  no  grace 

And  suche  a  colour  in  his  face  haf  hadde  G48 

fat  men  miht  knowe  his  face  fat  was  be-staddo 

Amonge  al  f e  faces  in  fat  route 

So  stant  distance  and  lokef  hire  aboute  651 

IT  0  queens  leueinge  in  prosperite 

Duchesses  and  ladies  euer}xhon 

Haue  some  reuf  e  of  his  adu^frsite 

An  Empcrowr  doubter  stant  alone  peaf  78]     655 

Sche  hafe  no  whihte  to  whome  to  make  hire  mone 

O  blode  Eoial  fat  standest  in  f is  drede 

ffer  hue  fin  frendes  att  f i  grete  nede  658 

If  This  allea  kinge  haf  suche  compassioun 

As  gentil  hert  is  fulfilled  of  pete 

))at  from  his  yen  ran  f  e  water  doune 

Nowe  hastely  do  feche  a  boke  quod  he  662 
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And  if  piB  knybt  wil  swere  howe  psi  Ache 

This  womman  slowhe  jit  wil  we  ys  ayise 

Wbome  pat  we  wolde  pat  schal  be  cure  Instice  665 

IT  A  breton  boke  wreten  wi^  pe  euangelies 

Was  fett  aiid  on  J^is  boke  be  swore  anone 

Scbe  giltif  was  in  ]>e  mene  whiles 

An  hande  him  smote  vpon  ^e  nekke  bone  669 

j^at  doune  he  fel  att  ones  as  a  stone 

And  bo|»e  his  eyjen  borat  oute  of  his  face 

In  siht  of  exierj  body  in  ]}at  place  672 

If  A  Toice  was  herde  in  general  audience 

And  seide  ]>on  haste  disclaundred  giltles 

The  doubter  of  holy  cherche  in  hiehe  presence 

Thus  bast  ^ou  done  and  jit  .1.  mot  bold  my  pes  676 

Of  fiB  Merueile  a-gast  was  al  pe  pres 

As  Mased  folke  ]>ei  stoden  euerycbone 

fifor  drede  of  wrecbe  saue  Constance  alone  679 

IT  Giete  was  pe  dede  and  eke  pe  repentance 

Of  hem  ^at  hadden  wronge  suspecione 

Vpon  piB  cely  Innocent  Constance 

And  for  pia  miracle  in  conclusione  683 

And  by  Constance  Mediacione 

The  kinge  and  mony  a-no]>er  in  pai  place 

Conuerted  was  ])onked  be  cnstes  grace  686 

IT  This  fals  knybt  was  sleyne  for  his  vntrew])e 

Be  luggement  of  Allea  Hastelye 

And  Constance  ba])e  of  his  de]}e  grete  rew])e 

And  after  ]»is  ihesus  of  his  mercy  690 

Maade  AUa  wedden  ful  solempnely. 

))is  holy  mayden  ])at  is  bribt  and  schene 

And  ])us  haj^e  criste  maad  Constance  a  queene  603 
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If  Bot  who  was  woful .  If  .1.  schal  not  lye 

Of  p\a  wedynge  bot  Domylda  and  no  mo 

\)e  kinges  moder  fill  of  Tiianny . 

Hire  poviht  hir  cnised  hert  biaste  a  two      [inf  7s,  back]     697 

Sche  wolde  nouht  her  sonne  had  don  so 

Hir  ^ouht  a  dispite  ]>at  he  scholde  take 

So  strannge  a  creature  vnto  his  maake  700 

IT  Me  list  nouht  of  ^e  chaf  ne  of  ^e  stre 

Maake  so  longe  a  tale  as  of  j>e  come 

What  scholde  .1.  tellen  of  pe  royalte 

Of  ^e  Maiiage  or  whiche  cours  go])  to  fome  704 

Who  blowef  in  a  trompe  or  in  an  home 

The  jBruyte  of  euerj  tale  is  for  to  seie 

The!  ete .  and  drinke  and  dance .  and  singe  and  pleie    707 

IT  Thei  gone  to  bed  as  it  was  skill  and  riht 

ffor  ))ouhe  fat  wyues  bene  holy  finges 

Thei  must  take  a  pacience  a  nyht 

Suche  manor  necessaries  as  biene  plesinges  711 

To  folke  fat  hane  ywedded  hem  wif  ringes 

And  laie  a  lite  hire  holines  a  side 

As  for  fe  time  it  maie  non  ofer  betide  714 

H  On  hire  he  gate  a  knaue  childe  anone 

And  to  a  bischop  and  his  Cunstabule  eke 

He  toke  his  wif  to  kepe  whan  he  is  gone 

To  scotelande  ward  his  fomen  for  to  seke  718 

Kowe  faire  Custance  fat  is  so  humble  and  meke 

So  longe  is  gone  wif  childe  til  fat  stiH 

Sche  halt  hir  chambure  abideinge  att  cristes  will  721 

IT  The  time  is  come  a  knaue  chUde  sche  bare 

Mauricius  att  f  e  font  f  ei  him  csdle 

This  Constable  dof  forf  e  come  a  Messagier 

And  wrote  to  his  kinge  fat  cleped  was  AUe  725 

LANSDOWNE   178   (6-T.  162) 


BIX-TEXT    163 

GROUP  B.  §  2.  MAN  OF  laVs  TALE.  Lsiisdowne  MS.  179 

Howe  ^at  fia  blisful  ti])iiige  waa  be-falle 

And  o])eT  tij^inge  spedJful  for  to  seie 

He  take])  ]>e  letter  and  iarpe  he  go]>  his  weie  728 

IT  This  Messagier  to  done  his  auantage 

Ynto  fe  kinges  moder  ride]?  8wy])e 

And  salue^  hira  fol  faire  in  his  langage 

Madame  quod  he  he  ^e  maye  glad  and  bli))e  732 

And  ^onke^  god  an  hiindre])  ]>ousand  8i])e 

Mj  lady  queene  ha]>  childe  vrip  oute  doute 

To  loy  and  blisse  of  al  ])is  regne  a-boute  735 

IT  Lo  here  pe  lettrea  selede  of  pe  ti])inge 

fai  .1.  mote  here  wip  al  ]>e  hast  .1.  maie 

If  ^e  wille  ouht  vn  to  3owre  sone  J>e  kinge  . 

I  am  ^oure  seroant  bo])e  niht  and  daie  [leaf  74]     739 

Domilda  anseward  as  nowe  at  ]>is  time 

Bot  here  al  niht  .1.  wil  ]>at  ]>ou  take  ^i  rest 

To  morwe  wiH  .1.  saie  what  me  lest  742 

IT  This  Messagier  dranke  sadly  ale  and  wyne 

And  stoUne  was  his  le^^res  priuely 

Out  off  his  box  while  he  slepe  as  a  swyne 

And  Conterfet  was  ful  sotely  746 

And  of  er  le^^res  wrouht  ful  sinfuly . 

Ynto  f  e  kinge  direct  of  f  is  matier 

ffro  his  Constable  as  je  schal  after  here  7  "19 

IT  The  le^^re  spak  howe  pe  queene  delinerd  was 

Of  so  horrible  fendelyche  creature 

That  in  pe  Castel  none  so  hardy  was 

That  any  while  dorst  fer  in  endure  753 

The  moder  was  an  eKe  be  aventure 

Ycome  be  charmes  or  be  sorceri 

And  euary  whitte  hatefe  hir  company  756 
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IT  Woo  was  ^is  kinge  whan  he  pia  lettie  had  seyne 

£ot  to  no  white  he  tolde  ^is  sorwe  sore 

Bot  of  his  owen  he  wrote  ageyne 

Welcome  be  pe  sonde  of  criste  for  euer  more  760 

To  me  j>at  am  nowe  lerend  in  his  lore 

Lord  welcom  be  ^i  lust  and  pi  plesance 

Mi  lust  is  put  al  in  ])ine  ordinance  763 

IF  Kepe])  ]>is  childe  al  be  it  foule  or  fSaire 

And  eke  my  wif  vnto  myne  home  comynge 

Criste  whan  him  liste  maie  sende  me  an  heire 

More  Agreable  ])an  this  to  my  Hkinge  767 

This  letter  he  selej>  priuely  wepeinge 

Whiche  to  pe  Messagier  was  take  sone 

And  for]>e  he  go])e  ^are  is  nomore  to  done  770 

%  0  Messagier  fuliilde  of  dronkennesse 

Stronge  is  ))i  hrepe  ]}i  limmes  faltem  aye 

And  ])ou  be-wreyest  al  sekumesse 

Thi  mynde  is  lome  pn  langelest  as  a  laye  774 

Thi  face  is  turned  in  a  newe  arraie 

There  drunkennesse  reygne])  in  any  route 

t)ere  is  no  counsel  hidde  wij?  outen  doute  777 

IF  0  domilda .  I  ne  haue  non  englisshe  digne 

Ynto  pi  malice  and  ))i  tirannye 

An  ^er-for  to  ^e  fende  .1.  pe  resigne. 

Lat  him  endite  J>i  traitery  [leaf  74,  bade]     781 

fiy  mannysshe  fy.  o  nay  be  god  .1.  lye 

ffy  fendlyche  spirit  for  .1.  dare  wele  telle 

Thouhe  ]}on  here  walke  ])i  spirit  is  in  helle  784 

IT  This  Messagier  come])  fro  pe  kinge  ^eine 

And  att  pe  kinges  moder  courte  he  li|»e 

And  sche  was  of  ^is  Messagier  ful  faine 

And  plesed  him  in  al  )}at  euer  sche  myht  78S 
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He  dranke  and  wele  his  girdel  ynder  pyht 

He  slepe]>  and  be  ^nte)^  in  his  gise 

Alte  nyht  til  ]?e  son  gan  lise  791 

IF  Eft  was  his  letters  stoUen  euerychcfl 

And  Conterfet  le^res  in  ^\b  wise 

The  kinge  Commande])  his  constable  a  none 

Vppeyne  of  bangeynge  or  an  bihe  lewys  795 

\>bX  be  ne  scbold  sufipur  in  no  wise 

Constance  inwijye  his  regne  to  Abide 

Thie  daies  and  a  quarter  of  a  tide  798 

%  Bot  in  ]>e  same  schippe  as  be  hir  fonde 

Hire  and  hire  jonge  sone  and  hir  gere 

He  scbold  putte  and  croude  fro  pe  londe 

And  Charger  ^at  sche  neuer  eft  com  ))ere  802 

0  my  Constance  wele  may  \i  goste  baue  fere 

And  slepeinge  in  pi  dreme  be  in  penance 

Whan  Domilda  cast  al  lp\a  ordinance  805 

%  This  Messagier  on  morwe  whan  be  woke 

Ynto  pe  castel  halt  ])e  next  waie 

And  to  ]>e  Constable  be  ])e  letter  toke 

And  whan  ]>at  be  ])iB  pitous  lettre  saye  809 

fful  oft  he  seide  alas  and  walawaie 

Lord  criste  c^io^  be  bowe  maie  ]>is  \ettvQ  endure 

So  woofiil  of  synne  is  mony  a  creature  812 

IT  0  mybti  god .  if  pat  it  be  J»i  wille 

Sethe  powe  is  ribt-ful  lugge  bowe  maie  it  be 

]}at  pou  wilt  sufifur  Innocent  to  spills 

An  wikked  folk  reigne  in  prosperite  816 

O  good  Constance  alas  so  woo  is  me 

Jjat  .1.  mot  be  pi  tormentowr  or  deye 

On  schames  dep  pere  is  none  oper  wele  819 
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IT  Wepen  bo^e  jonge  and  oldo  in  al  fat  place 

Whan  ^at  ^e  kinge  pia  cursede  letter  sent 

And  Custance  wi]>  a  dedly  pale  hce 

pe  ferfe  daie  to  warde  fe  schippe  scbe  wente     [taaf75]    823 

Bot  Ka]>ele8  sche  take])  in  goode  entente 

pe  will  of  criste  and  kneleinge  atf  ]>e  stronde 

Sche  seide  loide  ay  welcome  be  pi  sonde  826 

IT  He  fa,t  me  keppet  fro  ^e  fals  blame 

While  .y.  was  in  J>e  londe  amonges  30 we 

He  can  me  kepe  from  arme  and  eke  frome  schame 

In  salt  see  al-]>ouhe  .1.  see  nou^t  ho  we  830 

As  stronge  as  euer  he  was  he  is  riht  nowe 

In  him  trust  .1.  and  in  his  moder  dere 

p&t  is  to  me  my  saile  and  eke  my  stere  833 

IT  Hire  litel  childe  laie  wepeinge  in  hir  arme 

And  knelynge  pitnsly  to  him  sche  seide 

Pees  litel  son  .1.  will  do  fe  none  harme 

Wi]}  ^at  ^e  kerchef  of  hir  hede  sche  braide  837 

And  oner  his  litel  yen  sche  it  leide 

And  in  hir  arme  sche  lulle]?  it  fid  fast 

And  in  to  heuen  her  yen  vp  sche  cast  840 

IT  Moder  quod  sche  and  Maiden  briht  Marie 

So))e  is  ]>at  ]K)mh  wommannes  egment 

Man  kinde  was  lome  and  dampned  aye  to  deye 

If  or  whiche  J>i  childe  was  on  a  crois  rente  844 

]}i  blisfully  yen  sawhe  aH  his  tomement 

Than  is  ]>ere  no  comparison  be-twene 

pi  woo  and  any  woo  man  may  susteigne  847 

IT  Thowe  sawhe  yi  sonne  slayne  to  for  pia  eyjene 

And  ^it  leue])  now  my  childe  parfaie 

Now  lady  to  whome  al  woful  ciy^en 

Thow  glorie  of  wowmanhode  J)OU  faire  maie  851 
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j^ou  haven  of  refute  briht  sterre  of  dale 

Eew  on  my  childe  ^at  of  ]?i  gentillesse 

Bewest  on  evierj  rewful  in  destiisse  854 

IT  0  litel  childe  alas  what  is  j>i  gilte 

]}at  neiier  wiouhtest  sinne  as  3it  parde 

Whi  wil  fi  hard  fader  haue  ]>e  spilte 

0  merci  dere  constable  quod  sche  858 

As  lat  my  litel  childe  dwel  here  wip  fe 

And  if  ]>oa  darst  nouht  sane  him  frome  blame 

So  kesse  him  ones  in  his  faders  name  861 

IT  Ther-\in]y  sche  loked  bakward  to  ]>e  londe 

And  seide  fare  wel  hnsbonde  rew^eles 

And  yp  sche  rise])  and  walke]>  doune  pe  stronde 

To  warde  J)e  schippe  hir  folowef  al  J»e  prees  [leaf  76,  i»ck] 

And  euer  sche  praie]>  her  childe  to  holde  his  pees 

And  take))  hire  leue  and  wip  an  holy  entent 

Sche  blisse])  hir  and  in  to  schippe  sche  went  868 

IT  Vitailled  was  pe  schip  it  is  no  drede 

Abundantly  for  hire  ful  longe  space 

And  opere  necessaries  ])at  schold  nede 

Sche  had  .I.-nowhe  heried  be  goddes  grace  872 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS,] 

And  bnnge  hire  home  .1.  can  no  better  sale 

Bot  in  ^e  see  sche  driue])  for^  hire  waie  875 


[PART  IIL] 

IT  Alia  ^e  kinge  come])  home  sone  after  pia 

Vnto  his  Castel  of  pe  whiche  J.  tolde 

And  axe])  where  his  wif  and  his  childe  is 

T])p  Constable  gan  aboute  his  hert  colde  879 
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And  pleinly  al  pe  maner  he  him  tolde 

As  36  bane  heide  .1.  kan  tel  it  no  better 

And  8chewe]>  pe  kinge  bis  seal  and  bis  letter  882 

IT  And  seide  lorde  as  ^e  commaunded  me 

Yp  peine  of  dej>  so  bane  .1.  done  certeine 

This  Messagier  tumended  was  til  he 

Most  be-knowen  and  tellen  plat  and  pleine  886 

fifrom  nyht  to  nybt  where  p&t  he  had  leine 

And  pTiB  be  witte  and  soubtile  enquereinge 

Imagened  was  be  wham  pis  barme  gan  springe  889 

If  The  bande  was  knowe  )^at  ])e  lettre  wrote 

And  al  fe  venym  of  fis  cursed  dede 

Bot  in  what  wise  certeinH  .1.  note 

pe  efifecte  is  pia  pai  oute  of  drede  893 

His  moder  be  slowbe  ^at  mai  men  pleinli  rede 

ffor  ]>at  sche  traitour  was  to  hire  legance 

Thus  ende|»  olde  Domylda  wi^  meschaunce  896 

IF  The  sorwe  pai  ]>is  AUa  nybt  and  daye 

Make]>  for  his  wif  and  his  childe  also 

Ther  is  no  tunge  j^at  it  telle  maie 

Bot  now  wil  .1.  vnto  Custance  go  900 

])at  flete])  in  pe  se  in  peine  and  wo 

pie  jere  and  more  as  liked  crist  sonde 

Or  ])at  bir  schip  approcbed  vnto  ^e  londe  903 

IF  Ynder  an  bey^en  castel  att  pe  last 

Of  whiche  ^e  name  in  my  text  not  «I.  iinde 

Custance  and  eke  bir  childe  pe  see  vpkast 

Al  mybti  ^at  saue)^  al  mankinde  907 

Haue  on  Constance  and  hire  childe  sum  mynde  pMf  76] 

That  fallen  is  in  hejpe  honde  efb  sone . 

In  pointe  to  spille  as  .1.  scati  tel  30we  sone  ^10 
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IT  Done  &o  )^e  Castel  comme]>  pere  mony  a  whilite 

To  gauren  on  |»]8  scbep  and  on  Constance 

Bot  schortly  fro  ^e  castel  on  a  njht 

The  lord  steweaid  god  ^iue  him  meschance  914 

A  ^ef  ]>at  had  reneyde  oure  creance 

Com  yn  schip  alon  and  seide  he  schold 

Hir  lemman  be  where  sche  wolde  or  nolde  917 

IT  Woo  was  J>is  wreched  wowiman  woo  he  gone 

Hir  Childe  cride  and  sche  cried  pitously 

Bot  hlisse-fol  Marye  helped  hir  a  none 

ffor  Mnpye  hir  strogelinge  wele  and  myhtily  921 

The  ]>ef  fel  ouere  ]>e  horde  al  sodanly . 

And  in  ^e  se  he  drenched  for  vengance 

And  ]>ns  ha^  crist  ynvenemed  keped  Custance  924 

IT  0  foule  lust  of  Inxurie  lo  f^ine  ende 

I^ot  onely  ]>at  pon  faintest  mannes  mynde 

Eot  yerraili  ]you  wilt  his  body  schende 

The  ende  of  ]>i  werk  or  of  pi  lust-is  blinde  928 

Is  compleigneinge  howe  many  oone  men  maie  finde 

))at  not  for  werke  sum  time  bot  for  pe  entente 

To  done  pia  sinne  bene  ejper  sleyne  or  schente  931 

IT  Howe  nude  pia  wayko  wornman  haue  pe  strenke|» 

Hir  to  dofende  a3eine  ]>is  renegate 

0  golyas  ynmesurable  of  lengepe 

Howe  myht  dauid  make  pe  so  mate  935 

So  3onge  and  of  Armour  so  desolate 

Howe  dorst  he  loke  vpon  J>i  dredeful  face 

Wele  maie  men  seen  it  is  bot  goddes  grace  938 

IT  Who  ^af  ludith .  Corage  or  hardinesse 

To  slene  him  Olefernus  in  his  tent 

And  to  deliuer  oute  of  wrechednesse 

pe  peple  of  god  .1.  seide  for  f^is  entente  942 
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J)at  riht  as  god  spiiet  and  vigor  sente 

To  heme  and  saued  hem  out  of  meschance 

So  sent  he  myht  and  vigor  to  Constance  945 

IT  ffor  go])e  hir  schipe  ])oruhe  oute  pe  narow  mou]>e 

Of  Inbalter  aiid  pena  diiueinge  aye 

Sum  tim  west  and  sum  tim  nor))e  and  80u]7o 

And  som  time  est  ful  mony  a  wery  dale .  949 

Til  cristes  moder  bUssed  be  sche  aye  [leaf  ?«.  back] 

Ha]>  schapen  ])oruhe  hire  endeles  goodenes 

To  make  an  hende  of  al  her  heuenes  952 

IT  K"ow  latte  vs  stent  of  Constance  bot  a  J^rowe 

An  speke  we  of  \>e  Eomaine  Emperour 

That  oute  of  Surry  h&pe  be  letters  knowe 

The  slawhte  of  Cristen  folk  a7id  dishonor/ r  956 

Done  to  his  douhter  be  a  fals  traitoz^r 

.1.  mene  ]>e  Curssed  wikked  Sawdanesse 

J)ai  att  )>e  fest  le  slen  bo])e  more  and  lesse  959 

IT  ffor  whiche  )>is  Empenmr  ha])  sent  anono 

His  Senatowr  wij)  roial  ordinance 

And  ofer  lordes  god  wote  manyone 

On  Surriens  to  taken  hir  vengeance  963 

Thei  brennen  slene  and  bri^gen  hem  to  meschance 

ffol  mony  a  day  bot  schortly  ]>is  is  ]>e  ende 

Homwarde  to  Eome  )>ei  schapen  hem  to  wende  966 

IT  This  Senator  repaire))  wi})  vittorie 

To  Eomewarde  seileinge  ful  Roialy 

And  mette  )>e  schippe  driueynge  as  sei])e  )>e  storie 

In  whiche  Constance  sitte  ful  pitously.  970 

^o  ])inge  ne  knewe  he  what  sche  was  ne  whi 

Sche  was  in  Suche  aray  ne  sche  wil  seye 

Of  hir  estate  ]>ouhe  sche  schold  deie  973 
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IT  He  biinge^  hir  to  Rome  And  to  his  wif 

He  jaf  hire  artd  hire  jonge  sone  also 

And  wip  ^6  Senatui  ache  led  hir  lif 

Thus  can  owre  lady  bringen  oute  of  wo  977 

Wofol  Constance  and  monj  ano)>ere  mo 

And  longe  time  dwelled  sche  in  )>i8  place 

In  holy  werkes  euer  as  was  hire  grace  980 

IT  The  Senatour  wif  hue  ^Aunte  was  i^  m s  corrteu€\ 

Bot  for  al^at  sche  knewe  hire  neuere  more 

J.  wil  no  longer  tarien  in  ]>i6  cas 

Bot  to  kinge  Alia  whiche  .1.  spake  of  3ore  984 

That  for  his  wif  wepe]>  and  sike])  sore 

.L  wil  retome  and  lete  .1.  wil  Constance 

Ynder  )>e  Senatour  gouemaince  987 

Kinge  Alia  whiche  )>at  had  his  moder  sleyne 

Yppon  a  daie  fel  in  suche  repentance 

))at .  if  .L  schortly  tellen  schatt  and  pleyne 

To  Bome  he  come])  to  receyuen  his  penaince  991 

And  put  him  in  ^e  popes  ordinan[c]e  peaf  77] 

In  hihe  and  lowe  and  ih^ra  crist  be-souht 

ffor-^eue  his  wikked  werke  )>at  he  wrouht  994 

IT  The  fame  anone  )>orwhe  Home  toune  is  bome 

Howe  alia  kinge  scha  com  in  pilgrenage 

Be  herberionres  ])at  went  him  be  fome 

ffor  whiche  )>e  Senatoe^r  as  was  )>e  vsage  998 

Bode  bim  f^eine  and  mony  of  his  lignage 

Als  wele  to  schewe  his  magnificence 

As  to  done  any  kenge  a  reuerence  1001 

IT  Greta  chiere  do^e  )>is  noble  Senatour 

To  kinge  Alia  aiid  he  to  him  also 

Eueriche  of  hem  do)>  to  o^ere  grete  honour 

And  so  be-fel  ^at  on  a  daie  or  two  1005. 
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I.  pray  30W  al  my  l&bour  to  relese 

.1.  maie  nouht  tel  hir  woo  vn-to  to  morwe 

X  am  80  wery  to  speke  of  hir  sorwe  1071 

IT  Bot  fynally  whan  ^at  )>e  so^e  is  wist 

That  Alia  gilteles  was  of  hir  woo 

.1.  trowe .  an  .C.  times  bene  )>ei  kist 

And  snche  a  blisse  is  ^ere  be-tuex  hem  two  1075 

That  saue))  ^e  ioy  )>at  laste]>  euer  mo  peaf  78] 

There  is  none  like  ]>at  any  creature 

Ha]>  seen  or  schal  while  ^e  werlde  maye  dure  1078 

IT  Tho  pndde  sche  hir  husbond  mekly 

In  releueinge  of  hir  longe  pitous  pyne 

))a  he  wolde  praie  hir  fader  8[p]ecialy 

That  he  of  his  hihe  Magestee  enclyne  1082 

To  vowchesaue  som  day  wip  him  to  dyne 

Sche  praide  him  eke  he  scholde  be  no  weie 

Vnto  hire  fader  no  worde  of  hir  seie  1085 

IT  Som  men  wold  sey  howe  )>at  )>e  Childe  morice 

Do]^  ^is  Message  vn-to  )>is  Emperour 

Bot  as  .1.  gesse  Alia  was  nouht  so  nyce 

To  him  ])at  was  of  so  souereigne  honoure  1089 

As  he  )>at  is  of  cnsten  folke  ]>e  floure 

Sent  any  Childe  but  it  is  bet  to  deme 

He  went  him  selfe  and  so  it  maie  wele  seme  1092 

IT  This  Emperoure  ha])  graunted  gentilly 

To  come  to  denere  as  he  him  besouht 

And  wele  rede  .1.  he  loked  besyly . 

Ypon  ])is  child .  and  on  his  doubter  )>ouht  1096 

Alia  go])e  to  his  Inne  as  him  ouhte 

And  array  for  ))is  feste  in  enery  wise 

As  forfor)>e  as  his  comynge  maie  suifise  1099 
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IT  The  morwe  cam  and  Alia  gaD  him  diesse 

And  eke  hia  wif  fiB  emperour  for  to  mete 

And  for)>e  pei  redde  in  Joy .  and  in  gladnesse 

And  vhsm  ache  seyhe  hire  fader  in  )>e  strete  1103 

Sche  lihte^  adoune  and  iaHep  him  to  fete 

ffader  quod  sche  joure  jonge  childe  Constance 

Is  nowe  ful  clene  oute  of  ^onie  remembrance  1106 

IT  .1.  am  joure  douhter  Constance  quod  sche 

That  whilome  ^e  sente  vnto  Surrye 

It  am  .1.  fader  ]>at  in  salt  see 

Was  put  alone  and  dampned  for  to  dye  1110 

Goode  fader  to  30we  J.  crye 

Sende  me  no  more^  in  to  heyj^ennesse  i}nMtrMH«aimred} 

Bot  ^onke  my  lorde  here  of  his  kindenesse  1113 

IT  Who  kan  J)e  pytous  loy  tellen  all 

Be-twixe  hem  ]>ree  se}>}>en  ]>ei  hue  )>us  ymett 

Bot  of  my  tale  make  an  ende  .1.  schaH 

The  day  gofe  fast  .1.  wil  no  longer  lette  1117 

This  gladde  folke  to  denere  yei  hem  sette  Qeaf  ts,  tmck] 

In  loy  and  blisse  att  fe  mete  .1.  lete  hem  dwella 

A.  )>ousand  folde  wel  mor  ])an  .1.  can  tell^  1120 

IF  pis  Childe  Moris  was  Bip&n  "Em^perour 

Maade  be  )>e  pope  an  leued  Cristienly 

To  Cristes  chirche  he  dide  grete  honoure 

Bot  I.  lat  al  his  storie  passen  bie  1124 

Of  Constance  is  my  tale  sekerlie 

In  olde  Komeyne  gestes  men  mai  finde 

Moris  lif  .1.  here  it  nouht  in  mynde  1127 

IT  This  kinge  Alia  whan  he  his  time  seie 

WiJ>  his  Custance  his  holy  wif  so  swete 

To  Ingelonde  bue  Jei  comen  f  e  riht  weie 

Where  as  fei  leue  in  loy  and  in  quyete  1131 
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Bot  liiel  while  it  lasfce^  .1.  jowe  Lfite 

loy  of  )>is  werlde  for  time  wil  noujt  abide 

f&o  day  to  nylit  it  chaonge))  as  fe  tide  1134 

IT  Who  80  leue^  euer  in  suche  delite  a  daie 

^at  ne  meued  ejpei  conscience 

Or  iie  or  talent  or  smnkin  afraie 

Envie  or  pride  or  passion  or  offense  1138 

•L  ne  saie  bot  )>is  ende  fia  sentense 

]>at  litel  while  in  loy  or  in  plesance 

Laste])  )>e  blisse  of  alia  wi])  Constance  1141 

IT  ffor  de}f  ^at  iakejt  of  hihe  and  loohe  his  rent 

Whan  passed  was  a  jere  euen  as  .1.  gesso 

Oute  of  )>is  werlde  kinge  Alia  he  hente 

ffore  whome  Constance  haj^e  ful  grete  heuinesse  1 145 

Kow  latt  YS  preyne  Grod  his  soule  blisse 

And  dam  Constance  fynally  to  seye 

To  warde  fe  toune  of  Home  goj^e  hire  weye  1148 

IT  To  Home  is  comen  is  comen  )>is  holy  creature 

And  fynde]>e  here  frendes  hole  and  sonnde 

Kow  is  sche  scaped  al  hir  a-venture 

Whan  sche  hir  fader  ha])  founde  1152 

Doune  on  hir  knees  falle])  sche  to  grounde 

Wepeinge  for  tendomesse  in  hert  bli]>e 

Sche  herie))  god  a  .C.  |)onsand  Bife  1155 

IT  In  yertu  and  holy  almosdede 

Thei  leuen  al .  and  neuer  a  sonder  wende 

Til  depe  depart  hem  pis  lif  )>ei  lede 

An  fare  nowe  wele  my  tale  is  att  an  ende  1159 

Nowe  ihe^u  criste  ])at  of  his  myht  maye  sende  Dmini. 

loy  after  woo  gouerne  vs  in  his  grace 

And  kepe  ts  al  ^at  bene  in  ^is  place  1162 

Explicit  fiEibnla  legis  p^/itL 
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Indpit  prologns  Armigeri.  c<»  t^79^ 

OWre  Ost  vpon  his  stereps  stode  anone 
And  seide  goode  men  lierkeiie]>  eu^ychone 
This  was  a  prefij  tale  for  fe  nones 

8ir  pa/iche  preste  qtiod  he  for  goddes  bones  1166 

Tel  ys  a  tale  as  was  pi  forward  3ore 
.L  se  welee  )>at  je  lemed  men  in  lore 
Can  mnchel  goode  he  goddes  dignite 
The  person  him  anseward  benedicite  1170 

What  eyley  ]>e  man  so  sinfuly  to  swere 
OwT  oste  anseward  lankin  be  je  }fere 
.1.  smel  a  loUer  in  pe  wynde  qiLod  he 
How  good  men  qtu^d  ouie  oste  herkene]»  me  1174 

Abide]>  for  goddes  deyne  passione 
ffor  we  schal  haue  a  predicacione 
This  loUer  will  prechen  her  sumwhat 
Nay  be  my  fader  sowle  )>at  sal  he  nat  1178 

Seid  pe  swyere  her  schal  he  nouht  preche 
He  schal  no  gospel  glosen  here  ne  teche 
He  leue])  al  in  )>e  grete  god  he 

He  wolde  sowen  sum  difficulte  1 182 

Or  sprengen  cokel  in  oure  clene  come 
And  )>ar-for  oste  .L  wame  pe  be-fome 
Mi  loly  body .  schal  a  tale  te& 

And  .L  schal  klynken  90W  so  mery  a  beH  1186 

])at  .1.  schal  waken  al  )>is  compaignie 
Bot  it  schal  not  bien  of  philosophic 
Ne  fisleas  ne  tumies  queynte  of  lawe 
There  is  bot  litel  latine  in  my  mawe  1190 

Explicif  jfrologUA. 
[The  Squires  Tale  follows  in  the  MS."] 
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Incipit  fabnla .  [«i»  teq/n^ 

A  it  Sarray  in  pe  londe  o  Tartary . 
Ther  dwelled  a  kinge  )>at  weired  Rossy 
^oruhe  whiche  )>ere  deyed  mony  a  douhti  man . 
^is  nobil  kinge  was  cleped  Kambynskan  1 2 

Wliiche  of  his  time  whas  of  so  grete  renone 
Thar  fere  nas  noubowere  in  no  Kegione 
So  excellent  a  lorde  in  al  )>inge 

"ffim  lakked  noah  ^at  longed  to  a  kenge  1 6 

As  of  pe  secte  of  whiche  ])at  he  was  borne  D«^79,  i»ck] 

He  kepped  his  laye  to  whiche  fat  he  was  sworne 
And  ^r-to  he  was  harde  wise  a7id  riche 
And  pytouB  and  luste  alwaie  ylyche  20 

So^e  of  his  worde  benigne  and  honorable 
Of  his  corage  as  any  Centre  stable  .i.  centrum  cell. 

3onge  fressche  and  stronge  m  armes  desirous 
As  any  bachillier  of  al  his  house  24 

A  faire  'pereon  he  was  and  fortunate 
And  kepped  alwaie  so  wele  roiale  astate 
Jpat  pet  nas  nouhewhere  suche  a  man 
^is  noble  kinge  ^is  tartary n  Cambynskan  28 

Had  tuo  sonnes  on  Eltheta  his  wif 
Of  whiche  pe  eldest  hiht  Algarsif 
The  to])er  was  cleped  Camballo 

A  douhte  had  ]>is  wor])i  kinge  also  32 

))at  jongest  was  and  hiht  Canace 
Bot  for  to  tell  3owe  al  hir  beaute 
It  li}fe  nouht  in  my  tunge  ne  in  myne  sowneinge 
,1.  dar  nouht  vndcr-tak  so  hihe  a  pinge  36 
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Myn  ynglisse  eke  is  insu£ficient 

It  most  bene  a  Bector  excellent 

That  coa]»e  vse  colonrs  longeinge  foi  ])at  art 

5if  lie  schold  hire  discryne  any  parte  40 

.L  am  none  suche  .1.  most  speke  as  .1.  can 

And  sp  be-fel  whan  )>at  ^is  Cambynskan 

Ha^  tuenty  wynter  borne  his  Diademe 

As  he  was  wonte  fro  jere  to  jere  [I  deme]  44 

He  lete  fe  feste  of  his  Katiuite 

Done  crien  ]K)ruhe  Sarray  his  Cite 

pe  last  Idns  of  Mars  after  pe  3ere 

Phebus  ^e  sonne  ful  loly  was  and  clere  48 

For  he  was  nyhe  his  exaltacion 

In  Martes  £Eice  and  his  mansion 

In  Aries  ]^e  Colerik  jte  hote  signe 

Ful  lusty  was  )>e  weder  ami  benygne  52 

For  whiche  fe  foules  a-jein  ^e  sone  schene 

What  for  pe  seson  and  ]>e  3onge  grene 

Ful  loude  songe  hire  affections 

Hem  semed  ban  geten  hem  protections  56 

A^eine  ^e  swerde  of  wynter  kene  and  colde 

This  Kambynskan  of  whiche  .1.  haue  30 w  tolde 

In  Eoial  vestment  sitte  on  his  dese  Pmit  so] 

Wi^  Dyademe  ful  hihe  in  his  paleyce  60 

And  halt  his  feste  solempne  and  ao  riche 

psX  in  pla  werld  ne  was  ]>er  none  it  lyche 

Of  whiche  if  .L  schal  tel  al  ]ie  arraye 

))an  wolde  it  Occupie  a  somers  daie  64 

And  eke  it  nede^  nouht  to  deuise 

Of  euery  cours  ])e  order  of  hir  seruise 

.1.  wil  nouht  tel  of  hir  strange  sewese 

Ke  of  hir  swannes  ne  of  hire  heronsewese  68 

Eke  in  y&i  londe  as  tellen  knygtes  olde 

\>er  is  sum  mete  )>at  is  ful  deynte  holde 

]>at  in  yiB  lande  men  reche  bot  smal 

]}ere  is  no  man  }>at  maie  reporten  al  72 
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3owre  ezcellent  douhter  )>at  is  here 

The  Yeitue  of  ^is  ringe  if  je  wil  here 

Is  ^is  ^at  if  hire  list  it  for  to  were 

Yppn  hir  ]K)me  or  in  hir  purse  it  here  148 

There  is  no  foole  ^t  flie^  ynder  heuen 

))at  sche  ne  shal  vnder-stonde  his  steuen 

And  knowe  his  meneynge  openly  and  plejne 

And  answere  him  in  his  langage  a^eine  152 

And  euery  grasse  ^at  growe)>  vpon  rote 

Be  schal  vel  knowe  and  whom  it  wil  do  bote 

Al  be  his  wondes  nener  so  depe  and  wide 

IT  This  naked  swerde  ^t  hinge^  be  my  side  156 

Suche  vertue  ha])  ^at  what  man  so  it  smyte 

^ruhe  oute  his  armour  it  wil  kerue  and  bite 

Were  it  as  ^ikke  as  is  a  brauuched  oke 

And  what  man  ^at  is  wonded  wi^  pe  stroke  160 

Schal  neu^re  be  hole  til  )>at  30a  list  of  grace 

To  stroke  him  wi]>  ^e  plat  in  ])ilke  place 

There  he  is  hurte  )>is  is  as  muche  to  seine 

3e  ilioet  wi^  ^e  platte  swerde  a-^eine  164 

stroke  him  in  )>e  wounde  and  it  wil  close 

This  is  a  verrei  so)>e  wi]M)aten  glose 

It  taiLef  nouht  whiles  it  is  in  ^oure  holde 

IT  And  whan  pia  knyht  ha^e  )>us  his  tale  tolde  168 

He  ride^  oute  of  ]>e  hi^  and  doune  he  liht 

His  stede  which  ^at  schone  as  sonne  briht 

Stant  in  ^e  courte  stille  as  any  stone 

pia  knyht  is  to  his  chambre  lad  anone  172 

And  is  aimede  and  is  to  ^e  mete  y-set 

The  presentes  bien  ful  richely  .y-fett 

This  is  to  seine  )>e  swerde  and  )>e  mirrour 

And  borne  a-none  ynto  pe  hihe  toure  176 

Wi})  certeine  ofioeree  y-ordeyned  fere  fore 

And  ynto  Canacee  fe  ringe  is  bore 

Solemply  per  sche  sit  att  pe  table 

Sot  sekurly  wy)>-outen  any  fable  180 
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The  hors  of  bras  )>at  maye  nou^t  be  lemewed 

It  stant  as  it  were  to  ^e  grounde  y-glewed 

per  male  no  man  oute  of  }fe  place  it  drine 

For  none  engyne  of  windas  or  poliue  184 

And  cause  whi  for  }>ei  can  non3t  ])e  craft  Ge&rsi.  back} 

And  ]>er-for  in  ]>e  place  ^ei  haue  it  laft 

Til  ^at  pe  knitb  h&fe  taubt  hem  }>e  manere 

To  Yoyden  him  as  ^e  scbal  after  here  188 

Crete  was  fe  pres  }>at  swarmed  to  and  fro 

To  gauren  on  ^is  bors  ^at  stonde))  so 

For  it  so  bibe  was  and  brode  and  longe 

So  wele  proporcioned  for  to  be  stronge  192 

Kibt  as  it  were  a  stede  of  lumbardie 

Tber-wi])  so  borslye  and  so  quik  of  eye 

As  it  a  gentil  poileys  courser  were 

For  certes  fro  bis  taile  vn-to  bis  ere  196 

Nature  ne  art  kou))e  bim  noubt  mende 

In  no  degre  as  al  ))e  peple  wende 

Bot  euer-more  bere  most  wonder  it  was 

How  ])at  it  cou^  gone  and  was  of  bras  200 

It  was  of  faire  as  pQ  peple  semed 

Diuerse  folke  diuersely  baue  demed 

As  mony  bedes  as  mony  wittes  ))ere  bene 

]>ei  mormorede  as  done  a  swarme  of  bene  204 

And  madcn  skilles  after  bire  fantasies 

Eebersinge  of  pe  olde  poetries 

And  seide  it  was  like  to  be  pesasee    •*•  ^^  ?•«•«■* 

Pe  bors  )>at  bade  wenges  for  to  flee  208 

Or  elles  it  was  pe  grekes  bors  Sinon 

p&i  broubt  troye  to  destructione 

As  men  )>is  olde  gestes  rede 

Hyme  berte  quod  one  is  euer-more  in  drede  212 

.1.  trowe  som  men  of  armes  bene  pai  inne 

Tbat  scbapen  bem  ^is  Cite  for  to  wynne 

It  were  ribt  good  ]>inge  ))at  al  sucbe  wer  knowe 

Ano^re  rowned  to  bis  felowe  lowe  21& 
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And  seide  he  Ijed  for  it  is  ra^r  like 

An  apparence  made  be  some  magik 

As  logelouis  pleyne  ait  pea  festes  grete 

Of  sundry  ^inges  ^us  ^ei  langle  and  trete  220 

Ab  lewed  peple  deme]>  comunlye 

Of  ^inges  ^at  bene  more  maad  soubtillye 

}>an  fei  can  in  ber  lewdenes  comprebende 

J9ei  demen  gladdelj  to  ^  badder  ende  224 

And  some  of  bem  wondien  on  fe  myrroure 

^t  borne  was  vpe  Tnto  )>e  maister  toure 

Howe  men  mibt  in  it  suche  )>inges  see  OmtsK} 

Ano^r  ansewaide  and  seide  it  mibt  wele  bee  228 

Katuialy  be  composicions 

Of  Angeles  and  of  slybe  reflexions 

And  seide  ^at  in  Home  was  suche  one 

))ei  speke  of  alocen  and  yitilione  232 

Of  Aristoae  ))at  write  in  bir  Hues 

Of  wheyute  meiorous  and  of  wbeynte  perspectiues 

As  knowen  ))ei  ^at  bane  hire  bokes  berde 

IT  And  o]ier  folke  bane  wondred  on  fe  swerde  236 

))at  wolde  perce  ^oruhe  euery  ]>iDge 

And  fel  in  speche  of  Theople  pe  kinge 

And  of  Achilles  for  his  queinte  spere 

For  be  cou^  wi^  it  bo^e  hele  and  dere  240 

Siht  in  suche  wise  as  men  mai  wi^  ))e  swerde 

Of  whiche  liht  nowe  je  bauen  joure  seluen  berde 

))ei  speken  of  sundri  hardinge  of  Metal 

And  speke  of  Medecines  J^er  wi^  al  244 

And  howe  and  whan  it  schold  barded  be 

Whiche  is  knowe  algat  vnto  me 

Tho  speke  ^ei  of  Canace  ringe 

And  seyden  al  ^at  suche  a  wonder  ^inge  248 

Of  craft  of  ringes  berde  fei  neuer  none 

Saue  ))at  he  Moyses  and  kinge  Salomone 

Had  a  name  of  kunynge  of  suche  arte 

Thus  seine  pe  peple  and  drawen  hem  aparte  252 
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Bot  na^eles  sum  seide  ])at  it  was 

Wondre  to  maken  of  feren  assche  glas 

And  3it  is  noujt  glas  not  like  Aschen  of  ferene 

Bot  for  ])ei  ban  knowen  it  so  feme  256 

Ther-for  cese]>  hir  langelinge  and  bir  wonder 

As  sore  wonder  sum  of  cause  of  ]>onder 

On  bepe  on  flode  on  gossomere  arid  on  myst 

And  al  ])inge  til  be  ^e  causes  wist  260 

pua  langele  ^ei  and  demen  and  deuise 

Til  )>at  ])e  kinge  gan  firo  bis  borde  arise 

Pbebus  ba^  laft  fe  angel  Meredyonal 

And  jit  ascendinge  was  ^e  best  Eoyal  264 

Tbe  gentil  lion  wij)  bis  Aldrian 

Wban  }>at  ]>is  Tatre  kinge  Kambiuskan 

Eos  fro  bis  borde  ]>er  as  be  satt  ful  bibe 

Be-fome  bim  goj^e  fe  lowde  Minstralcye  268 

TiH  be  came  vnto  bis  cbambre  of  paramentes       DMr8s>back] 

Tber  as  pei  sownen  diuers  In[8]trumente8 

J)at  is  like  an  beuen  for  to  bere 

Kowe  dauncen  lusti  venus  cbildem  dere  272 

For  in  ^e  fisscbe  ber  lady  satt  ful  bibe 

And  loke^  on  bem  wij)  a  frendely  eye 

Tbis  noble  kinge  13  sette  vppon  bis  trone 

Tbis  strange  knybt  is  fette  to  bim  ful  sone  276 

And  on  fe  daunce  be  go)>e  wi]>  Canacee 

Here  is  ]>e  reuel-  ami  ]>e  loly te 

^at  is  not  able  a  dol  man  to  deuise 

He  most  ban  knowe  loue  and  bis  seruise  280 

And  bene  a  festely  man  as  fresscbe  as  maye 

^t  scbolde  jowe  devisen  sucbe  arraye . 

Wbo  cou]>e  tellen  jowe  fe  forme  of  fe  daunces 

80  ynkou)>e  and  sucbe  frissbe  contenance  1284 

Sucbe  lokeinges  subtile,  and  dissimilignes 

For  drede  of  lelowsy  mennes  p^rceyueinges 

No  man  bot  Launcelet  and  be  is  dede 

Tbere-for  .1.  pas  ouer  of  al  }>is  lustibede  288 
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.1.  sale  no  moie  Bot  in  ^is  lolines 

.1.  lete  hem  to  men  to  soper  hem  dres 

The  stewaide  biddej  spices  for  to  hihe 

And  eke  ^  wine  in  al  pis  Melodye  292 

])e  Yssheres  and  pe  esquiers  bene  y-gone 

The  spices  and  pe  wine  be  come  a-none 

Thei  ete  and  dronke  and  whain  )>is  had  an  ende 

In  to  ^  temple  as  reson  was  ]>ei  wende  296 

The  seruice  done  ]>ei  sowpen  al  be  daye 

What  nede])  jow  lehersen  hire  arraye 

Iche  man  wote  wele  ]>at  att  ^  kinges  fest 

Ha}f  plente  to  fe  maste  and  to  pe  lest  300 

And  deinte])e8  mo  ])an  be  in  my  knowynge 

And  aSter  soper  go]>  ^is  noble  kinge 

To  seen  pis  hors  of  bras  wy]>  al  a  route 

Of  lordes  and  of  ladis  him  aboute  304 

Suche  was  pere  on  pis  hors  of  bras 

])at  8e))en  pe  grete  sege  of  troy  was 

Thar  as  men  wonderden  on  an  hors  also 

Ke  was  pete  suche  a  wondrynge  as  was  ])o  308 

Bot  finaly  pe  kinge  sxep  )>is  knyht 

^e  vertue  of  pia  courser  and  pe  myht 

And  praied  him  to  tel  his  gouernance  [k«f  sq 

The  hors  anone  began  to  trippe  and  daunce  312 

Whan  ])at  pe  knyht  laide  honde  vpon  pe  ryue 

And  seide  sir  per  is  no  m or  to  seine 

Bot  whan  pe  luste  to  ride  any  where 

5e  most  trili  a  pinne  }>at  stant  in  his  ere  316 

Whiche  .1.  schal  tel  30W  be-twene  vs  tuo 

3e  mot  neuen  him  to  what  place  also 

Or  to  what  cuntre  ^at  joue  lust  to  ride 

And  whan  je  come  pere  as  je  lupt  to  abide  320 

Bid  him  descende  and  tril  &nopere  pinne 

For  pere-iu  li]>e  pe  effect  of  al  pe  ginne 

And  wil  doune  descende  ajid  done  jowre  wiH 

And  in  ])at  place  he  wil  abide  stiH  324 
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If  al  ))e  Teerld  Imd  ^e  contrarie  swore 

He  schal  not  )>ens  be  ])Towe  ne  bore 

Or  if  ])u  laste  bidde  him  ])eiis  gone 

Tril  )>is  pinne  and  he  wil  yanessche  arnone  328 

Owte  of  ^e  siht  of  enery  maner  whiht 

And  come  c^eine  be  it  daie  or  nyht 

Whan  )>st  ^owe  lust  to  klepen  him  ajeine 

In  suche  a  gise  as  .1.  schal  to  ^owe  seine  332 

Betwexen  ^owe  and  me  ajid  ])at  ful  sone 

Hide  whan  30W  luste  ^er  is  no  more  to  done 

Enfoimed  whan  ]>e  kinge  was  of  fe  knyht 

And  ha]}e  conseyued  in  his  witte  a  riht  336 

The  manere  and  )>e  forme  of  a&  fis  )>inge 

Ful  glad  and  bli^  ^  noble  douhti  kinge 

Bepeiringe  to  his  reuel  as  be-fome 

The  bridel  is  in  to  ]>e  toure  y-bome  340 

And  kepped  amonge  his  lewels  leue  and  dere 

The  hors  vamssed  .1.  not  in  what  manere 

Owte  of  her  siht  30  gette  no  mor  of  me 

Bot  )>us  .1.  lete  in  lust  and  lolite  3^4 

fia  kambynscan  his  lordes  festinge 

Til  wele  nyhe  fe  daie  be-gan  to  springe 

[One  line  blank  in  the  MS!\ 

[PART  //.] 

The  norice  of  digestion  \a  slepe 
Gan  on  hem  winke  and  bad  hem  take  kepe  348 
That  muche  mete  and  labur  wold  haue  rest 
And  wi^  a  galpinge  mou))e  he  al  hem  kest 
And  seide  ])at  it  was  time  to  lye  a-downe 
For  blode  was  in  his  domtnacione  [toaf  83,  back]         352 

Chirise]}  blode  naturs  frende  qvcni  he 
Thei  f  onken  him  galpinge  be  two  be  J>re 
An  euery  whiht  gan  drawene  him  to  his  rest 
As  slepe  hem  bad  ]>ei  toke  it  for  ])e  best  356 

LANSDOWNE  208  (6-T.  488) 


8IX-TEXT   489 

GROUP  7.  §  2.  squire's  taljb.  lansdowne  MS. 

Hir  diemes  schal  nouht  be  told  for  me 

Fill  was  heie  heuedes  of  fximosite 

That  cause^  dreme  of  wiche  )>er  is  no  chai^ 

Thai  slepen  til  it  was  prime  laige  360 

The  most  parte  hot  it  were  Canace 

Sche  was  ful  mesurable  as  wemmen  be 

For  of  hir  fader  had  sche  take  hii  leue 

To  go  to  rest  sone  after  it  was  eue  364 

Hir  last  nou^t  apalled  for  to  bae 

For  on  ]>e  morwe  vnfestlyche  for  to  se 

And  sloped  hir  furst  slepe  and  wooke 

For  suche  a  ioye  sche  in  hire  hert  toke  368 

Bo))e  of  hir  wheynte  ringe  and  of  hir  meroure 

))at  twenty  times  sche  chaunged  hir  coloure 

And  in  hir  slepe  riht  for  impressions 

Of  hir  meroure  sche  hadde  a  visione  372 

Where  for  or  fat  ))e  sonnQ  yp  gan  glide 

8che  cleped  vpon  hire  Maistres  hire  be-side 

And  seide  fsi  hir  loste  for  to  risd 

Thes  olde  wemme  )>at  bene  gladly  wise  376 

As  is  her  Maistres  answard  hire  anone 

And  seide  Madame  wheder  wil  ^e  gone 

Thus  erely  f olke  been  al  in  rest 

.1.  wil  quod  sche  arise  for  me  lest  380 

No  longer  slepe  hot  to  walken  aboute 

Hire  Maistres  clepe}fe  wimmen  a  grete  route 

And  vp  J)ei  resen  wele  ten  or  twelue 

Vp  lise^  fifrische  Canacee  hire  selue  384 

As  Eody  and  briht  as  ^eyhe  )>e  3onge  sonne 

])at  in  ^  ram  ten  degres  is  vp  ronne 

Noon  hier  was  he  whan  sche  redy  was' 

And  for])  sche  walke^  esili  apase  388 

Arraid  afte  pe  lusti  seson  suote 

Lyhtly  for  to  pleye  and  walk  on  fote 

Not  bot  .V.  or  .\3.  of  hir  Mein^e 

For  in  a  trenche  fere  in  ^  parke  go^  sche  392 
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The  vapor  whiche  fat  fro  J)e  erpe  glode 

Make]»  fe  sonne  to  seme  rodj  and  brode 

Bot  najyeles  it  was  so  faire  a  siht  li«^84] 

pat  it  maad  ali  hir  hertes  for  to  liht  396 

Wliat  for  pe  seson  and  ye  momeynge 

And  for  ^e  foules  j>at  sche  berde  singe 

For  ribt  anone  scbe  wist  what  pei  mente 

Riht  be  hir  songe  and  knowe  al  her  entente  400 

The  knotte  whi  pat  eaery  tale  is  tolde 

If  it  be  taried  til  lust  bo  colde 

Of  hem  pat  ban  it  herkened  after  ^ore 

The  sauoure  passej^e  ener  pe  langerg  more  404 

For  fnlsomnesse  of  prolixite 

And  be  j>is  same  reson  ]»enkej>  me 

.1.  schol  vnto  ))e  Knotte  condescende 

And  make  of  hire  walkinge  sone  an  ende  408 

Amydde  a  tree  for-drie  as  white  as  chalke 

As  Canacee  was  pleyinge  in  hir  walke 

Ther  sat  a  fawcon  oner  hir  heued  ful  hihe 

That  wi]>  a  pitons  voice  so  gan  to  crie  412 

That  al  ]>e  woode  resed  of  hire  Crie 

[And  beten  hadde  hire  self*  so  pitously e]  [K8  Raf .  18  o  u,  2«q/87] 

wij)  bo]>e  hire  wenges  til  fe  rede  blode 

Kan  endlonge  pe  tre  ]>er  as  sche  stode  416 

And  euer  in  one  sche  cried  alweie  and  schryht 

And  wif  hir  beke  hire  seluen  so  sche  piht 

])at  ]>ere  ne  was  tigre  ne  cruel  beste 

y&t  dwellep  ejpet  in  wode  or  in  foreste  420 

]>at  nolde  hane  wepped  If  ))at  wepe  he  con]>e 

For  sorwe  sche  shreyht  for  hir  alweie  so  low]>e 

For  ]»ar  nas  nener  3it  man  on  line 

K  fai  .1.  cou]>e  a  faukon  wele  discriue  424 

fat  herd  of  suche  ano))er  of  faimes 

As  wele  of  plumage  as  of  gentilnes 

Of  schap  of  l^at  pat  myht  rekened  be 

A  faukon  peregryne  J^an  semed  sche  428 

LAN8D0WNE   S06  (S-T.  400) 


440 


BIX-TBXT   491 

GROUP  F.  §  2.  squirb's  talb.  Lansdowne  MS* 

Of  fremed  londe  and  euer-more  as  sche  stode 

Sche  swowned  now  and  now.  for  lak  of  blode 

Til  wel  njhe  is  sche  fallen  fro  fe  tree 

This  fiEdre  kinges  douhter  j^is  Canace  432 

j>at  on  lier  finger  bare  ye  wheynie  linge 

Thorwe  whiche  sche  ynderstod  wele  euery  ))inge 

psi  any  foule  may  in  his  leden  seine 

And  kowde  ansewere  him  in  his  leden  a3eine  436 

Ha))e  ynderstonde  pat  pla  faukon  seide 

And  wel  nyhe  for  reu]»e  almoste  sche  deide 

And  to  ]}e  tre  sche  gope  ful  hastely 

And  on  ^is  faukon  loked  ful  pitously . 

And  held  hir  lap  abrode  for  wele  sche  wist 

The  fawkon  most  fal  fro  ^e  twyst 

Whan  ))at  it  swoned  next  for  lak  of  blode 

A  longe  while  to  waite  hire  sche  stode  444 

Til  att  pe  last  sche  spak  in  p\&  manere 

Ynto  pe  hauke  as  ^e  schal  after  here 

IT  What  it  pe  cause  if  it  be  to  teH 

That  ^e  hue  in  ^is  furial  peine  of  heH  448 

Q^od  Canacee  ynto  ))is  hauke  aboue 

Is  pia  for  sorwe  of  de))e  or  losse  of  loue 

For  as  [I]  trowe  pea  bene  causes  two 

]>at  Causen  moste  a  gen  til  hert  woo  452 

Of  o^er  harme  it  rede))  not  to  speke 

For  })i  joureselfe  Tpon  ^oure  self  jowe  wreke 

Whiche  fat  proue])  wele  pai  eyfer  ire  oi  drede 

Mot  bene  encheson  of  ^oure  crewel  dede  456 

Sen  ))at  .1.  see  none  o))er  whiht  ^oue  chace 

For  loue  of  god  so  do  ^owre  self  grace 

Or  what  maye  be  ^oure  helpe  for  west  nor  este 

Ke  sawhe  .1.  neuere  ar  nowe  no  brid  no  beste  460 

That  ferd  vnp  him  self  so  pitously 

3e  slee  me  wij>  joure  sorwe  verrayly 

.1.  haue  of  30 we  so  grete  compassione 

For  goddos  loue  com  fro  pe  tre  ardowne  464 
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I 

And  as  .1.  am  a  kinges  douhier  trewe 

If  J>at  .1.  verrayly  J>e  cause  knewe  ' 

Of  yowie  disease  if  laie  in  my  myht 

.1.  wold  amend  it  or  j^at  it  wer  nyht  468 

As  wissely  helpe  me  grete  god  of  kinde 

And  herbes  scbal  .1.  nht  y-nowe  finde 

To  hele  wij»])e  jowre  huites  hastely 

Tho  schriglit  ))is  faukon  more  pitously  472 

Than  euer  sche  dede  and  fel  to  grounde  a-none 

And  lie^  on  swowne  dede  as  any  stone 

This  Canace  ha))e  in  hir  lappe  hir  take 

Yn-to  fat  time  sche  gan  of  swoune  a-wake  476 

And  after  ^at  sche  of  swowne  gan  a-braide 

Biht  in  hir  haukes  loden  pua  sche  seid 

That  pite  renne|y  sone  in  gentil  hert 

Feleynge  is  similitude  in  peines  smert  480 

Is  proued  al  daie  as  men  maie  it  see  Deaf  85] 

As  wele  be  werke  as  be  auctorite 

For  gentil  hert  kepep  gentillesse 

I.  see  wele  J^at  ^e  hane  of  me  destresse  484 

Compassione  my  faire  Canacee 

Of  veney  wommanly  benyngDite 

P&t  nature  in  30ure  principles  hafe  sett 

Bot  for  no  hope  for  to  fare  ]»e  bett  488 

Bot  for  to  obeie  vnto  ^oure  hert  fre 

And  foi  to  maken  of  ere  be  war  be  me 

As  be  pe  whelpe  chastized  es  pe  lyon 

Biht  for  pai  cause  and  for  })at  conclusion  492 

While  fat  .1.  haue  a  leiser  and  a  space . 

Myne  harme  .1.  wil  confessen  ar  .1.  pace 

And  eu^  while  })at  one  hire  sorwe  tolde 

)»e  to))er  weped  as  sche  to  water  wolde  496 

TU  ^at  ]>e  faukon  bad  hir  to  be  stiH 

And  wi]>  a  sike  pua  sche  seide  hir  tiH 

There  .1.  was  bred  alas  fat  ilke  daie 

And  fosterd  in  a  roche  of  Marble  graie  500 
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So  tenderly  ))at  no  finge  ejled  me 

.L  wist  nouht  what  was  adaersite 

Til  .1.  kou]^  flie  ful  hihe  vnder  fe  skje 

Tho  dwelled  a  taiselet  me  fast  bye  504 

pai  semed  wele  of  al  gentillesse 

Al  were  he  ful  of  treson  and  of  f alsenesse 

It  is  wrapped  vnder  humble  charite 

And  ynder  hiewe  of  trow]>e  and  in  suche  manere  508 

ynde[r]  plesance  and  vnder  besi  peine 

J>at  no  wyht  couJ>  haue  wende  he  couJ>  feyne 

So  depe  in  greine  he  deiede  his  coloures 

Biht  as  a  sarpent  hide))  him  vnder  flonres  512 

til  he  may  se  his  time  for  to  bite 

Riht  so  p\a  god  of  loue  Ipocrite 

Do))e  so  his  cerimonijs  and  obeiceances 

And  keped  in  semblant  al  his  obs^/iiances  516 

And  sounej)  in  to  gentUles  of  loue 

As  in  to  a  tombe  is  al  fe  faire  a-boue 

And  vnder  is  ye  cours  suche  as  .1.  wote 

Swyche  was  fh  ypocrit  bof e  colde  and  hoote  520 

And  in  fis  wise  he  serued  his  entent 

^at  sane  fe  fende  no  man  wist  what  he  mente 

Til  he  BO  longe  had  wepen  a[n]d  compleyned       ci«if  86,  b«ek] 

And  mony  a  jere  his  seniice  to  me  feyned  524 

Til  ]>at  myne  herte  to  pytous  and  to  nyce 

Al  Innoce  of  his  crowel  malice 

For-fered  of  his  dep  as  pouht  me 

Ypon  his  opea  and  his  surete  528 

Graunted  him  loue  vpon  ^is  condicione 

^at  euer  mo  myn  honours  and  renoune 

Were  saued  boJ>  pnue  and  aperte 

This  is  to  seine  p&t  after  his  desert  532 

.1.  3af  him  al  myn  herte  and  al  myn  ))ouht 

God  woote  and  he  and  o]»er  wise  nouht 

And  toke  his  hert  in  chaunge  of  myne  for  aye 

Bot  so^e  is  seide  gon  sij^en  mony  a  daye  536 
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A  trew  vihte  and  a  fefe  J^enkeJ)  nat  one 

And  whan  he  sawe  ^e  J^inge  so  fer  y-.gone 

That  .L  groonted  him  fully  my  lone 

In  sache  a  giae  as  .1.  haue  seide  a-boue  540 

And  jenen  him  my  trewe  herte  as  fre 

As  he  swore  he  jaue  his  hert  to  me 

Anone  ^is  Tigie  ful  of  doublenesse 

Fele  on  his  knees  wij»  so  deaoute  humblesse  544 

With  hihe  leaerence  and  as  be  his  chier 

8o  like  a  gentil  loueie  of  maneie 

So  ranesshed  as  it  semed  for  ^e  loye 

^t  nener  lason  ne  Paris  of  troye  548 

lason  certes  ne  none  oj^ere  man 

Syn  lame))  was  ^t  al^  first  be-gan 

To  louen  two  as  writen  folke  by-fome 

Ke  neuer  8i]>e  ^  first  manne  was  borne  552- 

Ke  cou^  man  be  tuenty  ))ousand  parte 

Coimterfete  pe  sophimes  of  his  arte 

Ne  war  "worpi  to  ynbokle  his  galoche 

Ther  dowblenesse  or  feyneinge  schold  aproche  556 

Ne  so  kon))e  ^onke  a  whight  as  he  did  me 

His  maner  was  an  heuen  for  to  see 

Til  any  womman  were  sche  neuer  so  wise 

So  peynted  he  and  kembe^  att  pinte  deuise  560 

Als  wele  is  worde  as  his  countenance 

And  .1.  so  loued  him  for  his  Obeissance 

And  for  fe  treuj^e  .L  demed  in  his  herte 

That  if  so  were  ^t  any  ^inge  him  smerte  564 

Al  ware  it  neuer  so  litel  and  .1.  it  wiste  £U»f  b6J 

Me  ))ouht  .1.  felt  def  att  myne  hert  twiste 

And  schortly  so  fer  for))e  pia  )>inge  went 

^t  my  witt  ha^  his  willes  Instrument  568 

This  to  seine  my  wifi  obeide  his  wiH 

In  al  ))inge  as  fer  as  reson  fiH: 

Kepeinge  ^e  boundes  of  my  worschip  euere 

Ne  neuer  had  .1.  )>inge  so  lefe  ne  leuere  572 
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As  him  f  god  woote  ne  neuer  schal  no  mo 

This  last  longer  ))an  a  jere  or  two ' 

That  .L  supposed  of  him  no  ]>inge  hot  goode 

Bot  finalj  j»us  ait  ^e  laste  it  stode  576 

That  fortune  wolde  ^at  he  most  twynne 

Owte  of  fat  place  whiche  pat  J.  was  inne 

Where  me  was  woo  it  is  no  questione 

.1.  kan  noi^t  make  of  hit  discripcione  580 

For  o  ^inge  dar  .1.  tefi  boldely 

•L  knowe  what  is  ^e  peine  of  defe  ^r-hy 

Suche  harme  X  felte  for  he  ne  myht  be-ieue 

8o  on  a  daye  of  me  he  toke  is  lene  584 

So  sorwfully  eke  ^t  .1.  wende  venayly 

That  he  had  feled  as  muche  harme  as  .1. 

Whan  phi  .1.  herd  him  speke  and  sawe  his  hiewe 

Bot  navies  .1.  ^ouht  he  was  so  trews  ^8 

And  eke  pat  he  repaire  scholde  agayne 

"Wip  inne  a  lite  while  so})e  to  seine 

And  reson  wolde  eke  ^t  he  mot  go 

"For  his  honour  as  oft  happe^  so  592 

^at  maade  vertne  of  necessite 

And  toke  it  wele  se))^e  ^at  it  most  be 

As  .1.  best  myht  .1.  hidde  fro  him  my  sorwe 

And  toke  him  by  pe  honde  seint  lohfi  to  borwe  596 

And  seid  j»us .  lo  .1.  am  joures  al 

"Bepe  suche  as  .1.  haue .  bue  to  ^owe  and  schal 

What  he  answarde  it  nede]>  nouht  reherse 

Who  can  sei  bet  ^an  he  whou  kan  do  weise  600 

Whan  he  hsp  al  wele  seide  ^an  ha^  he  done 

Ther-for  be-houe])  him  a  ful  longe  spone 

]>at  schal  eten  wi^  a  fende  pxLB  herd  J.  seie 

So  att  pe  last  he  mote  for)»e  his  weye  604 

And  for^e  he  fLjep  til  he  cam  where  him  listo 

Whan  it  com  him  to  purpos  for  to  riste . 

I  trowe  he  hadde  J^ilke  text  in  mynde .  pmf  ss,  bMk] 

pat  al  l^inge  repaireinge  to  his  kinde  608 
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Glade^  him  selfe  poa  seine  men  as  .1.  gesse 

Men  loue  of  piopre  kinder  neweflEtngelneese 

As  birdes  done  ]»t  men  in  cage  fede 

For  poviLQ  fe  njht  and  daie  take  of  hem  hede  612 

And  stiewe  hir  cage  faire  and  soft  as  silke 

And  ;iiie  hem  suger  hony  biede  and  melke 

3it  riht  anone  as  fai  his  doie  is  huppe 

He  yripfe  wip  his  fete  wipi]  spome  doime  his  cuppe      616 

And  to  pe  wode  he  wil  and  wenaes  ete 

So  new  fongel  be  ]>ei  of  her  mete 

And  louen  none  leu^res  of  propre  kinde 

Se  gentilles  of  maie  hem  hinde  620 

So  ferde  ^is  taiselet  alas  pis  daie 

^nhe  he  ware  gentil  borne  frische  and  gaie 

And  goodly  for  to  see  and  humble  and  free 

He  sawe  Tp-ofi  a  time  a  kite  fle  624 

And  sodanly  he  loued  ^is  kite  soo 

^t  al  his  lone  is  clene  fro  me  goo 

And  h&f  his  troupe  faked  in  fia  wise 

fxxB  hsLpe  fe  kite  my  lone  in  her  seruise  628 

And  .1.  am  lome  wi]H>ute  remedie 

And  wi^  fat  worde  ^is  fawkon  gan  to  crie 

And  swowned  eft  in  Ganace  barme 

Orete  was  fe  sorwe  of  fat  haukes  harme  632 

That  Ganacee  and  al  hir  wemmen  maade 

Thei  nest  howe  ^t  ^ei  myht  ^e  faukon  glade 

Bot  Ganace  home  bere]>  hir  in  lappe 

And  softely  in  piastres  gan  hir  wrappe  636 

^  as  sche  -wife  hire  beke  hadde  hert  hir  selue 

Nowe  can  noi^t  Ganace  bot  herbes  delue 

Onto  of  fe  grounde  and  maken  salues  newe 

Of  herbes  precious  and  fyne  of  hewe  640 

To  helen  wi^  ^e  hauke  fro  daie  to  nyht 

Sche  do]>e  hire  besines  and  al  hir  myht 

And  be  hir  beddes  hede  sche  maade  a  mcwe 

And  couerd  it'wi]»  veluetes  blewe  644 
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In  singne  of  treu^  ))at  is  in  wemmc[n]  Beene  • 

And  al  wi^-oute  ^e  mewe  is  peynted  grene 

In  wluche  war  pejnted  as  fla  fals  fowles 

As  bien  fla  tideues  taiseletz  arid  owles  •  648 

Biht  for  dispite  was  pointed  hem  by  dde  pmrnj 

Pjes  on  hem  for  to  crie  and  Chide 

Thus  lete  .1.  Canace  hii  hauke  kepeinge 

.1.  wil  no  more  nowe  speke  of  hire  ringe  652 

Til  it  come  eft  to  purpos  for  to  seine 

Howe  f&t  pia  fawkon  gatt  hir  ioue  a3eine 

Hepentant  as  pe  storie  telle^  yb 

Be  Mediacion  of  Camballus  656 

^e  kinges  soil  of  whiche  .1.  ^owe  tolde 

Bot  hense  ioTpe  .1.  wil  proces  holde 

To  speken  of  ayentures  and  of  bataUes 

yai  ^it  was  neuer  herde  so  grete  merveiles  660 

ffirst  wil  .L  tefi  jowe  of  Cambynskan 

That  in  his  time  mony  a  Cite  wan 

And  after  wil  .1.  speke  of  Algarsif 

Howe  ))at  he  wanne  Theodora  to  his  wif  661 

For  whan  ful  ofb  in  grete  perile  he  was 

Ne  had  he  hue  holpen  be  ]>e  hors  of  bras 

And  after  wil  .1.  speke  of  Camballo 

J?at  faiiht  in  listes  wif  fe  brejwme  tuo  668 

ffor  Canace  ar  fst  he  my[ht]  hir  wynne 

And  ]>ere  .1.  left  .1.  ^nke  ajeine  be-gynne  670 

Bot  .1.  wil  here  jiowe  maake  a  knotte       [8  spurious  Unesi 

To  fe  time  it  come  next  to  my  lotte 

For  here  be  felawes  behinde  an  hepe  treulye 

^at  wolden  talke  fdl  besilye  4 

And  haae  her  sporte  as  wele  as  .1. 

And  ye  daie  passe))  fast  certanly 

Therefore  oste  takeji  nowe  goode  heede 

Who  schafi  next  tefi  and  late  him  speede  8 

Explicit  fabnla 
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Indpif  prologue  YToriB/.  de  Bafh^ «    Cm  iM^f  sn 

THan  schortly  ansewarde  ^e  wife  of  Bathe  v  1  * 

And  fiwore  a  wonder  grete  h&fe  I  spvrums  ^* 

Be  goddes  bones  .1.  wil  tel  next  I     ^'»*     3* 

.1.  wiH  nouht  gloee  bot  saye  J>e  text  '  4* 

Expmment  pouha  none  auctorite  1 

Where  in  ^is  werlde  is  riht  y-nonhe  for  me 
To  speke  of  woo  ^t  is  in  mariage 

For  lordeinges  sen  .L  twelae  )ere  was  of  Age  4 

ponked  be  god  f&i  eteme  alyue 
Hoebondes  att  ^e  cherche  dor  .1.  hane  hadde  five 
If  .1.  80  oft  myht  hane  wedded  be 

Bot  al  were  wor])i  men  in  hers  degre .  8 

Bot  me  was  tolde  certein  noujt  longe  argon  es      nMfsy.back] 
)>at  sejwn  criste  ne  went  neuer  bot  ones 
To  weddeinge  in  pe  Cane  of  Galile 

That  be  )»ilke  ensample  tauht  he  me  12 

))at  .1.  ne  scholde  wedded  hue  bot  ones 
Herice  eke  loo  sache  a  scharpe  worde  for  ^e  nones 
Be  side  a  wdi  ihe^a  god  and  man 

Spak  in  repreue  of  pe  Samaritan  16 

povL  hast  hi-hadde  fyve  husbondes  quod  he 
And  ^t  ilke  man  })at  nowe  ha))e  fe 
Is  nouht  pin  husbonde  pus  seide  he  serteine 
What  he  ment  ]7orby  J.  kan  nouht  seine  20 

Well .  Bot  ^t  .L  ax.  whi  }»e  fift  mane 
Was  none  husbonde  to  pe  Semaritane 
How  many  myht  sche  haue  in  mariage 
Jit  herd  .1.  neuer  teU  in  myne  age  24 
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vpon  pia  nombre  diffinicione 

Men  male  devine  and  glosene  vp  cmd  dowiie 

Bot  wele  .1.  wote  expresse  wienie  lye 

God  bad  ys  wax  and  multiplje  28 

pat  gentil  tixt  can  J.  wele  vnder-stonde 

Eke  wele  .1.  he  seide  myn  busbonde 

Scholde  lete  fader  and  moder  and  tak  to  me 

Bot  of  no  nombre  mencione  maade  he  32 

Of  bjgamj  or  of  octagamye 

Whi  scholde  y  ^an  of  it  haue  yelanye 

Loke  here  ]>e  wisman  kinge  Salomon 

.1.  trowe  he  had  wyues  mo  ^an  one  36 

Kow  wolde  god  it  leuefnH  were  to  me 

To  be  re&esched  half  so  oft  as  he 

Whiche  ^ift  of  god  had  he  for  al  his  wyves 

"No  man  ha))e  snche  ^at  in  pis  werld  on  lyue  is  40 

God  wote  ]>is  noble  kinge  as  to  my  witt 

pe  first  nyht  he  hadde  mony  a  mery  fitt 

Wi]>  iche  of  hem  so  wele  was  him  on  live 

Blissed  be  god  ^at  .1.  hane  wedded  fyae  44 

Welcome  be  fe  sext  whan  y&t  euer  he  schaH 

For  80^  J.  wil  noajt  kepe  chaste  in  afi 

Whan  myn  hnsbonde  is  from  pe  werlde  gone 

8on  cresten  man  schal  wedde  me  a-none  48 

For  ^an  fe  Apostle  sei]>e  pat  .1.  am  fre 

To  wedde  on  goddes  halue  where  it  hke^  me 

He  sei^  to  be  wedcde  is  no  sinne  Melius  ed  nnbeie 

Better  is  to  be  wedded  pm  to  benie         <!««»*  ^ri     penf  as] 

What  rekke^  me  ]K)nhe  folke  seie  velanye  53 

Of  schrewed  lame]}  and  his  Bigan^ye 

.1.  wote  wele  Abraham  was  an  holy  man 

And  Jacob  eke  as  fer  as  eu^re  y  kan  56 

And  eche  of  hem  had  wyves  mo  pan  tuo 

And  mony  ano^er  holy  man  also  * 

Wher  can  ^e  seye  in  any  maner  age 

))at  YS  god  defended  Manage  60 
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Be  ezpresse  worde  .L  praie  jowe  telle^  me 

Or  where  eommatmded  he  yiiginite 

•L  wote  as  wele  as  je  it  is  no  drede 

The  Apostle  whan  he  spekej^e  of  Maidenhede  64 

He  seide  ])ere-of  precept  had  J.  none 

Men  mai  consel  a  womman  to  bene  one 

Bott  counseillinge  is  no  comandement 

He  put  it  in  owre  owen  lugement  68 

For  had  god  commanded  maidenhede 

^an  hadde  he  dampned  wedinge  wij^  fe  dede 

And  oertes  if  ^ere  were  no  sede  .L-sowe 

virginite  ]»n  where-of  schold  it  growe  72 

Ponle  dorst  nooht  commanden  att  fe  leste 

A  )»inge  of  whiche  his  maistre  jaf  him  none  heste 

The  darte  is  sett  yp  for  yixginitee 

Chase  who  so  maye .  who  so  renne])  best  let  see  76 

Bot  fia  worde  is  noaht  take  of  eu^rj  whiht 

Bot  ^efe  as  god  wolde  gif  it  of  his  myht 

•L  wote  wele  fat  pe  Apostle  was  a  maide 

Bot  Naples  ^nhe  ^at  he  wrote  or  saide  80 

He  wolde  y&i  euerj  wight  were  suche  as  he 

AB  ne  is  bot  eoonseifi  to  yirginite 

And  for  to  be  a  wif  he  jaue  me  leue 

Of  Indulgence  so  is  it  of  no  reprene  84 

To  wedde  me  if  fat  my .  make  dye 

Wi])-oute  exoepcione  of  bigamye 

Al  were  it  goode  no  womman  for  to  touche 

He  ment  as  in  his  body  or  his  couche  88 

For  peiiH  is  bo])e  to  touche  and  for  to  assemble 

3e  knowe  what  fia  ensample  maie  resemble 

Iris  afi  and  somme  he  helde  yirginite 

Mor  p^rfite  ^an  wedded  in  frelete .  92 

Freelte  clepe  .L  nooht  bot  pat  he  and  sche  [i«Af  sa^iMck] 

Wolde  lede  here  life  al  in  chastite 

.1.  graunte  it  wele  .1.  haue  none  enyye 

)K)uhe  maidenhed  prefer  bygamye  96 
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It  like]»  hem  to  be  clene  in  body  and  goste 

Of  myne  astate  .L  wil  make  no  bosto 

For  wele  je  knowe  a  lorde  in  bis  bouaholde 

Ha^  noubt  eu^Ty  vessel  of  golde  100 

Some  biene  of  tree  and  done  lorde  s^roise 

God  clepi^  folke  to  bim  in  sunder  wise 

And  eoerycbe  haJ^  of  god  a  proper  jift 

8om  ))i8 .  flom  ))at .  as  bim  like^  to  scbift  104 

Yiiginite  is  giete  perfectione 

And  conadence  eke  viji  denocione 

Bot  crist  )»rt  of  perfectiofi  is  w^ 

Bad  nonbt  eu^ry  wbigbt  be  scbold  soft  1 08 

Ail:  ^t  be  badde  and  jiae  it  to  ^  pore 

And  in  sncbe  wise  folowe  bim  and  bis  lore 

He  spak  to  bem  )»t  wolden  leue  perfitelye 

And  lordeynges  be  ^oure  leue  ))at  am  nou^t  .L  112 

.1.  wyl  be-stowe  ^e  flowre  of  al  myne  age 

In  cbarite  and  frayte  of  Manage 

Tel  me  also  to  wbat  conclusione 

Were  membres  maade  of  generacione  116 

And  of  so  perfit  wise  and  wby  y-wroubt 

Tr6ste]»  ribt  wele  ^i  were  noubt  maad  for  noubt 

Close  wbo  so  will  and  sei  boj^e  yp  and  doune 

))at  \A  were  maad  for  purgacione  120 

Of  vryne .  and  owre  bo|)e  ^inges  smal^ 

Were  eke  to  knowe  a  female  frome  a  male 

And  for  none  o^ere  cause  wbat  seie  je  noo 

^e  experience  woote  it  is  noujt  soo  124 

So  ])at  ]>e  clerkes  be  not  wi))  me  wro]>e 

•I.  sei  ])is  ]»et  ]>ei  maked  bue  for  bo^e 

^is  is  to  seine  for  Office  and  for  ese 

Of  engenderinge  ^er^  we  noubt  god  displese  128 

Wbi  scbolden  men  elles  in  bire  bokes  sette 

yeX  man  scbal  jelde  to  bis  wife  bis  dette 

Kowe  wbere-wi])  scbolde  be  paye  bis  payment 

If  ])at  be  ne  vsed  bis  sely  instrument  1 32 
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Than  were  ]»ei  maade  ypon  a  cieatuie 

To  pnige  Yxyne  and  eke  for  engendrure 

Bot  .1.  sei  nonjt  ^at  euerj  wyht  is  holde  pMf  180] 

y&i  h&pe  sache  bemays  as  .1.  to  30W  of  tolde  136 

To  gone  and  vsen  hem  in  engendrure 

Than  scholde  men  take  of  chastite  no  cure 

Ciiste  was  a  majden  and  schapen  as  a  man 

And  mony  a  seinte  Bopp  psX  pis  werlde  began  140 

3it  leued  ^ei  euer  in  p^rfite  cbarite 

J.  nyl  envye  wii>  no  virginite 

Lete  hem  ete  brede  of  pured  whote  sed 

And  late  vs  wyues  ete  barly  brede  144 

And  jit  vrip  barly  brede  Marke  tel  can 

Owre  lorde  ihem  refrissched  mony  a  man 

In  suche  astate  ]>at  god  ha))  cleped  vs 

.1.  wil  perseuere  .1.  am  nonht  precious  148 

In  whifehode  wil  X  yse  myne  Instrument 

As  frely  as  my  maker  hup  it  sent 

If  .1.  be  daungerous  god  gif  me  sorwe 

Myne  husbond  schal  it  haue  hope  ene  and  morwe         152 

Whan  y&t  him  luste  com  ioife  and  paie  his  dette 

An  husbond  .1.  wil  haue  .1.  wil  not  lette 

Whiche  schal  be  bo]>e  my  dettour  and  my  j^raH  155 

And  haue  his  tribulacione  wif  aH  7ir^^^SJpS!lp^& 

Vpon  his  flesche  while  fat  .1.  am  his  wif     S^Sr?**   *^^  *^ 

.1.  hane  pe  powere  dureinge  al  my  lif 

Ypon  his  propre  body  and  not  he 

Hiht  fuB  ye  Apostle  tolde  to  me  160 

And  bad  owre  husbondes  for  to  loue  yb  wele 

Al  ^is  sentens  me  like))  euery  dele 

Vp  stert  ye  pardoner  and  ])at  anone 
Nowe  dame  quod  he  be  god  and  be  seinta  lohfi  164 
^  bne  a  noble  prechoure  in  ))is  cas 
.1.  was  aboute  to  wed  a  wif  alas 
What  schold  .1.  by  it  on  my  flesche  so  dere 
^it  had  .1.  leuere  none  wedde  to  jere  168 
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Abide  quod  sche  Mi  tale  is  nou^t  be^onne 

I^ay  ])ou  Bchalt  drinken  of  a  nopere  iomie 

Are  ^  .1.  go  schal  sauere  weis  fan  ale 

And  whan  fat  .1.  hane  tolde  forj^e  my  tale  172 

Of  tribulacione  in  manage 

Of  whiche  .1.  am  ezperte  in  myne  age 

This  IB  to  seye  Minself  ha^  be  ^e  whippe 

^an  maist  )k>u  chese  weder  pon  wilt  scippe  176 

Thilke  tonne  )»at  .1.  schal  arbroche  ae«r».bMA] 

Be  ware  of  it  er  j»ou  to  nyhe  aproche 

For  [I]  schal  tell:  ensamples  mo  fan  tenne 

Wo  so  ^at  wil  be  war  of  oj^^re  menne  180 

Be  him  schal  o^r  men  correct  be 

]>is  same  wordes  wiite))e  tholome 

Bide  in  his  almagist  and  take  it  fere 

Dame  .1.  praye  ;owe  if  ^oore  wil  were  184 

Said  fia  pardoner  as  ^e  began 

Tel  for^  jowre  tale  spare  for  no  man 

And  teche  ts  3onge  men  of  3oare  practike 

Gladly  quod  sche  if  it  maie  jowe  like  188 

Bot  fa,%  .L  praie  to  al  ^is  compaignye 

If  J»at  .1.  speke  after  my  fantasie 

As  take^  not  a  greue  of  )»at  .1.  sale 

For  myne  entent  is  nooht  bot  for  to  pleie  192 

Nowe  sires  fan  schal  .1.  tel  jowe  my  tale 
As  euere  most  .L  drink  wyne  or  ale 
.L  schal  seie  sofe  fe  husbondes  fat  I.  had 
Ab  pie  of  hem  were  riht  good  and  tuo  were  badde        196 
The  ))re  were  godemen  and  riche  and  olde 
Ynne])  myht  ]>ei  pe  state  holde 
In  whiche  ])ei  were  bounden  vnto  me 
Je  wote  wele  what  J.  mene  of  ^is  parde  200 

As  god  me  help  .1.  laohe  whan  .1.  ^inke 
Howe  pytously  a  nyht  .L  maade  hem  swynke 
Bot  be  me  feie  .1.  told  of  hit  no  store 
pei  hadde  me  jeae  hir  londe  and  here  tresore  204 

LAXSDOWXE  218    (6-T.  339) 


SIX-TEXT   340 

GROUP  D.  §  1.  wiFs's  PBSAifBLB.  Laiisdowiie  MS. 

Me  neded  nonjt  do  longer  diligence 

To  Wynne  her  loue  aiid  done  liem  reu^rence 

Thei  loued  me  so  wele  be  god  aboue 

]>at  .1.  ne  tolde  no  deynte  of  here  lone  208 

A  wise  womman  wil  bisie  hir6  eu^re  in  one 

To  gete  hire  loue  ^e  ))are  as  sche  ha|ye  none 

Bot  aeppe  .1.  hadde  hem  holy  in  myne  honde 

And  8i]>])e  pat  ]yei  hadde  3if  me  al  hir  londe  212 

What  schold  .1.  take  hem  for  to  plese 

Bot  if  it  were  my  profit  and  myne  ese 

Bot  .L  set  hem  so  awerke  be  my  fiaiye 

^at  mony  a  nyht  pei  songen  walawaye  216 

The  bacon  was  nou^t  fette  for  hem  .1.  trowe 

That  sum  men  haue  in  Essexe  att  Donnemowe 

I  goueme  hem  so  wele  after  my  lawe  ciMfM] 

That  iche  of  hem  ful  blisful  was  and  fawe  220 

To  bringe  me  gay  ))inges  fro  )»e  fayre 

Knyyes  ringes  and  purees  wel  fayre 

For  god  it  wote  .1.  chidde  hem  spitously 

Nowe  herkene]>e  howe  .1.  bare  me  propu[r]ly  224 

3e  wise  wyres  pai  can  ynder-stonde 

Thus  scholde  30  speke  and  here  hem  wronge  on  honde 

For  halue  so  boldely  per  can  no  man 

Swere  and  lye  as  a  womman  can  228 

.1.  seie  nouht  pia  be  wives  )»at  bue  wise 

Bot  it  be  whan  pet  pei  hem  mis-avise 

A  wise  wif  schal  if  ]>at  sche  can  hire  gode 

Bere  him  on  honde  ))at  pe  cowe  is  wode  232 

And  take  wittenes  of  hire  owen  maide 

Of  hir  assent  Bot  herkene|ye  how  .1.  saide 

Sir  olde  keynard  pia  is  pva  arraie 

Whi  is  my  neihbors  wif  so  gaie  236 

Sche  is  honoured  ouer  al  wher  sche  go))e 

.L  sette  att  home  .1.  haue  no  ))rifty  clo])e 

What  dedest  pon  att  myn  neihbors  house 

Is  sche  so  feire  ert  |)0u  so  amerouse  240 
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What  loune  je  wiji  oure  maide  benedicite 

Sire  olde  lichour  lat  pi  lapes  bue 

And  if  .1.  haue  a  gossib  or  a  frende 

Wi]K>ate  gilte  je  chide  as  a  fende  244 

3if  ^t  .L  walk  or  pleie  in-to  his  house 

Thowe  comest  home  as  droiike  as  mouse 

An  prechest  on  ]yi  bynche  wi]y  yuel  preue 

Tho  seid  to  me  it  is  a  grete  Meschief  248 

To  wedde  a  pouex  womman  for  costage 

And  if  ]yat  sche  be  riche  of  grete  parage 

J?an  seist  jiat  it  is  a  tonnentrie 

To  suffur  hire  pride  and  malancolie  252 

And  if  ^at  sche  be  faire  pou  yerre  knaye 

Thow  seiste  ^t  euery  hullur  witt  hir  have 

Sche  maie  no  while  in  chastite  abide 

That  is  assaide  ypon  iche  a  side  256 

Thowe  seiste  som  folke  desire  us  for  oure  richesse 

Som  for  oure  scbappe  and  some  for  owre  fairenesse 

And  sum  for  sche  kan  ey^r  singe  o^ere  daunce 

pus  seyse  ^u  wemard  god  ^eue  ^e  meschaunce  260 

Some  for  her  hondes  and  her  annes  smale  Cte'w,  back] 

pus  goye  al  to  ^  deuel  be  ^i  tale 

pon  seiste  men  maie  nou^t  kepe  a  castel  waH 

It  maye  so  longe  assailed  be  ouer  aH  264 

And  •  if  y&t  sche  be  foule  pou.  seist  ^at  sche 

couete]ie  eu^ry  man  ]yat  sche  maie  see 

For  as  a  spanyel  sche  wil  on  him  lepe 

Til  ]yat  sche  finde  sum  man  ^at  wil  hir  chepe  268 

"Ne  none  so  grei  goos  go^  ^ere  in  )>e  lake 

As  seiste  ^a  ^at  wil  bue  wijhowten  make 

And  seist  it  is  an  harde  ^inge  for  to  welde 

A  wyght  pBi  no  man  wil  his  )K)nkes  helde  272 

Thus  seiste  pon  lorel  whan  ^ou  gost  to  beddo 

And  ^at  no  wise  man  nedeji  for  to  wedde 

And  no  man  )>at  entende))  to  fe  heuene 

Wij)  wilde  ^nder  dint  and  fire  leuene  276 
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Mot  fi  wellced  nekke  be  to-broke 

Thow  aeist  )»at  dropinge  bowses  and  eke  smoke 

And  cbidinge  wyves  maken  men  to  flye 

Owte  of  ber  owen  bouse  a  benedicite  280 

Wbat  eyle^e  sncbe  an  bolde  man  for  to  cbide 

y>u  seist  we  wiues  wil  owre  vices  bide 

Til  we  be  fast  and  pan  we  wil  bem  scbewe 

Wele  maie  ^is  be  a  piouerbe  of  a  scbiewe  284 

Tbou  seist  ^t  oxen  assen  bors  and  boundes 

fei  buen  assaide  att  diners  stonndes 

Basyns  lanouis  er  ^t  men  bem  bye 

Spones  stoles  and  sucbe  bnsbondrie  288 

A^d  so  bnen  cloj^es  pottes  and  opere  araies 

Bot  aren  of  wemmen  maked  none  assaies 

Til  fei  be  wedded  olde  dotard  scbrewe 

And  seystowe  we  wil  fan  owre  vices  scbewe  292 

Tbou  seiste  also  ^at  it  displesejy  me 

Bot  if  )»on  wilt  preis  my  bente 

And  bot  pou  ponre  alwei  vpon  my  face 

And  depe  me  faire  dame  in  eaerj  place  296 

Bot  fon  make  a  fest  on  ]>ilke  daie 

])at  .L  was  borne  and  make  me  friscbe  afid  gaie 

And  bot  ]k)u  do  to  my  Norise  bonoure 

And  to  my  cbambre  wijhinne  my  boure  dOO 

An  to  my  faders  folke  and  bis  allyes 

Tbus  seist  ^n  olde  barel  full  of  lyes 

And  jit  of  oure  prmtise  lankyn  [icaruj 

For  bis  crispe  bere  scbyneinge  so  gold  fine  304 

And  for  be  swyers  me  bo]>e  yp  and  downe 

)it  bast  jion  )K)nbt  and  false  suspecione 

.1.  will:  bim  nonbt  ^ube  ]K)we  were  dede  to  morue 

Bot  tel  me  pia  wbi  bides  jion  wi^  sorwe  308 

Tbe  kayes  of  pi  kist  aweie  fro  me 

•It.  is  my  good  as  wele  as  ]>ine  parde 

Wbat  wenes  )>ou  maake  an  Ideot  of  owr  dame 

l^owe  be  ]Hit  lorde  pat  calle  is  seint  lame  312 
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Thowe  schalt  nooht  hoye  ^xihe  fskt  ^ou  weie  wode 

Be  maifltre  of  Mi  body  and  my  goode 

pat  on  povL  schalt  for-goo  mawgieve  jyine  ey^en  . 

Wliat  helpeip  it  on  me  enqnere  and  spien  316 

.L  trowe  ^uhe  povL  woldest  loke  me  in  ]»i  cbist 

]?oa  schold  seie  wif  go  where  as  )ow  liste 

Take  jowre  disporto  .L  wil  not  lene  no  tales 

.1.  knowe  ^ow  for  a  good  wif  Dam  Ales  320 

We  lone  no  man  ^t  take  kepe  or  charge 

Where  jiat  we  go  we  wiH  be  at  owre  large 

Of  al  men  blissed  mot  he  be 

The  wise  Asirologen  Dam  Ptholome  324 

That  Beip  f\B  prouerbe  in  his  Almagest 

Of  al  men  his  wisdome  is  hiest 

pai  rekkejy  nonht  who  ha^  pia  werlde  in  honde 

Ce  fia  pjiouerbe  ^u  schalt  wele  vnde-stonde  328 

Haue  fone  .I.-nowhe  what  ^are  ^e  rekke  or  kaie 

Howe  merely  jiat  o^[r]  folke  fare 

For  certes  olde  dotterd  be  ^oore  leue 

)e  schal  haue  qweynte  riht .  ynowhe  att  eue  332 

He  is  to  grete  a  nigarde  ^t  wil  wame 

A  man  to  lyht  a  candel  att  his  lanteme 

He  schal  haue  neu^re  ye  lesse  liht  parde 

Haue  yon  .I.-nowhe  ye  ])ar  not  pleine  ye  336 

Thou  seiste  also  ysi  if  ]>ou  make  vs  gaie 

Wi^  Clo^einge  or  wij  precious  araye 

J^at  it  is  'perU  of  owre  chastite 

And  jit  wi^  wordes  ^u  moste  enfors  me  340 

And  seie  yes  wordes  in  ye  Apostles  name 

In  Abite  maad  wi^  chastite  and  schame 

3e  wetnmen  schold  apparel  jowe  quod  he 

And  noujt  in  tressede  here  arid  gay  perre  344 

As  perel  ne  wi^  gold  ne  clo)>e8  riche  [i«iffti,bMit] 

Aftere  yi  tixte  ne  after  yi  rubriche 

•L  wil  nout  wirke  as  muche  as  a  gnatte 

Thou  seide  als  yst  .L  was  like  a  catte  348 
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Boi  who  80  wolde  seigne  a  catte  scynne 

]»at  volde  fe  cat  wele  dwelle  in  his  Inne 

And  if  ]>e  catt  skynne  be  skyke  arid  gaie 

Sche  nil  nouht  dwel  in  house  halue  a  daie  352 

Bot  for^  sche  wiH  or  any  daie  be  dawede 

To  schewe  hir  scynn  and  go  a  Caterwawede 

This  is  to  sei  .If  .1.  be  gaie  sir  sch^ewe         [i  a  tetter  juu  been 

.1.  wil  rinne  out  My  borett  for  to  sschewe      tkehkime  wrd.^ 

Sire  olde  foole  whatte  helpe]»  ^e  to  spyen  357 

Theihe  Jon  preie  Aigus  wij)  his  hondied  eyjen      cw3<»**"** 

To  be  my  waidecors  as  he  can  best 

In  fei]>e  he  schal  nou3t  kepe  me  bot  if  me  list  360 

Jite  cou)»e  .1.  maake  his  berde  so  mut  .L  ^ 

Thow  seist  eke  ]>at  ]>eTe  be  Jinges  ]>re 

The  whiche  ]>inges  troublen  al  Jis  er]>e 

And  Jat  no  whiht  ne  maye  endnie  )»e  ferje  364 

O  leue  sir  schrewe  ihe^u  schort  ])i  lif 

jet  prechest  )>on  and  seist  an  hateful  wif 

.I.-Teknyd  is  for  on  of  \\a  meschaunces 

Bene  J^eie  none  o^  maner  lesemblaunces  368 

That  je  maie  likken  jowre  parables  to 

Bot  yd  a  sely  wif  be  on  of  ]>o 

Thon  likenest  wommannes  loue  to  heii 

To  Bareine  londe  j^ei  water  maie  not  dwelle  372 

Thon  likenest  it  also  to  wilde  fire 

]»e  more  it  bemef)  ])e  more  it  ha)>e  desire 

To  consume  any  ]>inge  ])at  brent  wolde  bee 

)k>u  seist  riht  as  wermes  schendej  a  tree  376 

Riht  so  a  wif  distreye)?  hir  husbonde 

This  knowe  )>ei  ]>at  bue  to  wyues  bonde 

%  Lordeynges  riht  ]>us  as  je  haue  ynder-stande 

Bare  .1.  stifly  myne  olde  hu[s]bondes  on  hande  380 

Jat  ]ms  ^i  seiden  in  her  drunkennes 

And  ]yat  he  had  suspecion  and  lelousenes 

On  lankyn  and  on  my  nefe  also . 

O  lorde  ])e  peine  .1.  ded  hem  and  \h  woo  384 

LANSnOWNE  S2S   (6-T.  344) 


BIZ-TEXT   345 

GBOUP  D.^  §  L  wife's  pbeaxble.  Lansdowne  MS. 

• 

Fill  giltelesse  be  goddes  swete  pine 

For  as  an  hois  .L  caaye  hofe  bite  and  whyne 

•L  coujye  pleine  .  and  .L  was  in  pe  gilte  pMf  m] 

Or  elles  oft  time  .1.  had  hue  spilte  388 

Who-so  ^t  fiist  to  m^  come^  fiist  grinde]) 

.L  pleyned  first  so  .1.  owre  yreite  Btiaief 

Thei  were  fol  gladde  to  excnsen  hem  fal  bliae 

Of  ])inge  whiche  fei  gilt  neuer  her  lyne  392 

Of  wenches  wolde  .L  beien  hem  on  honde 

"Whann  jiat  for  soke  YJmef  pei  myht  stonde 

3it  tikeled  .1.  his  hert  for  ^t  he 

Wend  .1.  hadde  of  him  so  grete  cherte  396 

.1.  swore  pat  el  my  walkynge  be  nyht 

Was  to  aspye  wenches  J^at  he  diht 

Ynder  ^at  colour  had  .1.  mony  a  mytpe 

For  al  suche  witte  is  jeue  as  in  owre  hirpe  400 

Desceite  wepeynge  spynnynge .  god  habe  3eae  YFinmSeniien 

dadlt    deos    in 

To  womman  kindely  while  jiat  ])ei  maie  leae      MuUm 

And  puB  of  o  ]>inge  .1.  anannt  me 

Att  pe  ende  .1.  had  pe  bests  in  yche  degre  404 

Be  sleyjt  or  force  or  be  sum  manere  ^inge 

As  by  continuel  murmur  or  grucchinge 

Kamely  abedde  had  ^i  muschaunce 

Ther  wolde  .1.  chide  cmd  do  hem  no  plesance  408 

•L  wolde  no  longer  in  pe  bedde  abide 

If  )>at  .L  felte  his  arme  ouer  my  side 

Til  he  had  made  his  raunson  vn-to  me 

Than  wolde  .L  sufire  him  do  his  nycete  412 

IT  And  per-ioT  euery  man  pia  tale  .L  telle 

Wyue  who  so  maie  al  her  for  to  seH 

Wi)»)>e  empty  hande  men  may  none  haukes  lure 

For  wynynge  wold  .L  al  his  lust  endure  416 

And  make  me  a  feyned  appetite 

And  ^it  in  bacon  had  .L  neuere  delyte 

That  maked  me  )»at  euer  y  wolde  him  chide 

For  ^uhe  pe  pope  had  sette  him  be  side  420 
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I  wold  noujt  spare  him  att  his  owene  horde 

For  he  my  trouf  e  .1.  white  him  worde  for  worde 

As  helpe  me  verrei  gode  omnipotent 

^uhe  .1.  scholde  riht  nowe  make  my  testament  424 

.L  ne  hawe  him  a  woide  ]>at  it  nes  quitte 

.L  brouht  it  so  aboute  be  my  witte 

jMtt  he  mot  ^eue  it  yp  as  for  )>e  best 

Or  elles  had  we  neuer  hue  in  rest  428 

Por  ^onhe  he  loked  as  a  lyone  [iMf  n,  back] 

Jit  scholde  he  faile  of  his  conclusione 

])an  wolde  .1.  sei  goode  leue  take  kepe 

Howe  Mekely  loke^  wilkin  owre  schepe  432 

Com  nere  my  spouse  lat  me  ba  ])i  cheke 

3e  schoUe  be  al  pacient  and  meke 

And  hane  a  swete  spiced  conscience 

Sen  je  so  preche  of  lobis  pacience  436 

Saffre)^  al-weie  synne  je  so  wel  can  preche 

And  hot  je  do  certeine  we  schol  jowe  teche 

J^at  it  is  faire  to  haue  a  wif  in  pes 

One  of  YS  mote  bowen  douteles  440 

And  eip^Q  a  man  is  more  resonable 

Than  womman  is  sir  3owe  must  be  more  sufi&eable 

What  ejlep  30we  to  gruche  f\a  and  grone 

Is  it  for  3e  wolde  hane  myn  queynte  alone  444 

Whi  take  it  al  lo  haue  it  eneiy  dele 

Petere  .1.  schrewe  jowe  bot  je  loue  me  wele 

For .  if  .L  wolde  sella  my  bele  chose 

.L  coa)»e  waike  as  fresche  as  a  rose  448 

Bot  .1.  wil  kepe  it  for  joure  owen  tof  e 

3e  be  to  blame  be  god  .1.  saie  jow  so]>e 

8ache  manor  wordes  had  we  on  honde 

IT  Now  wH  .1.  speke  of  my  fer^e  husbonde  452 

Ky  fer)>e  hnsbonde  was  a  reueloore 

This  is  to  sey  he  had  a  paramour 

And  .1.  was  ^onge  and  fal  of  ragerie 

Stibome  and  stronge  and  loly  as  a  pye  456 
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Loide  howe  con^  .1.  dannce  to  an  harpe  smale 

And  singe  .L-wis  as  any  nyhten-gale 

Whan  .L  hadde  dronke  a  diawht  of  swete  wyne 

Metelinge  ye  fonle  cherle  fe  swyne 

That  wi]y  a  staf  beiaft  his  wif  here  lyf 

For  sche  dranke  wyne .  ^uhe  .1.  had  hue  his  wif 

"Ne  scholde  he  nonht  haue  daunted  me  fro  drinke 

And  after  wyne  of  venns  must  .1.  firke 

For  also  seker  as  colde  engendere]>  haile 

A  likerous  mou]ie  most  haae  a  likerous  taile 

In  wo97unan  yi[n]olent  is  no  defence 

])is  knowen  lichonrs  hue  experience 

Bot  lorde  criste  whan  ^at  it  remembre])  me 

Vpon  my  jou^e .  and  my  lolyte . 

It  tikele])  me  aboute  myne  herte  Bote 

Ynto  )>is  daie  it  do)>  myne  hert  bote 

That  .1.  haue  had  my  werlde  as  my  time 

Bot  age  alas  ^at  aU  wil  envenyme 

H&pe  me  be-raft  my  beaute  and  my  pi^))e 

Lat  go  fare  wele  ^e  deuel  go  ^ere  vrip^e 

The  floure  is  gone  ^ere  is  no  more  to  telle 

pe  bran  as  .L  best  can  nowe  mot  .1.  selle 

Bot  ^it  to  be  riht  merye  wolde  .1.  fonde 

Kow  for^  to  tefi  of  my  fer])e  husbonde 

•L  sei  .1.  had  in  herte  grete  dispite 

^at  he  of  any  o^er  had  delite 

Bot  he  was  qwytte  be  god  and  be  seinte  lose 

J.  maade  him  of  ])e  same  wode  a  cross 

Kot  of  my  body  in  no  foale  manere 

Bot  certeynly  .L  maade  folke  suche  chiere 

^at  in  his  owen  gres  .1.  maade  him  frie 

For  angers  and  for  verraie  lelousye 

Be  god  in  erj^e  .1.  was  his  porgatoiye 

For  whiche  .1.  hope  his  soule  be  in  glorie 

For  god  it  wote  he  satte  ful  ofte  and  songe 

Whan  Jat  his  scho  ful  bitterly  him  wronge. 
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For  fere  was  none  sane  gode  arid  he  J^at  wiste 

In  mony  wise  where  .1.  him  twiste 

He  djed  whan  .1.  cam  from  lemsaleme 

And  lye^  in  a  graue  yndei  |>e  rode  heme    -  496 

Al  nys  is  toumhe  not  so  curious 

As  was  |)e  sepulcre  of  him  Darius 

Whiche  pat  Appelles  wrouhten  souhtely 

It  nys  hot  wast  to  heri  him  preciouslye  500 

Lat  him  fare  wele  god  jeue  his  sowle  rest 

He  is  nowe  in  his  graue  and  in  his  chest 

Nowe  of  my  fift  hushond  wil  .1.  tett 

God  Lit  neuer  his  soule  come  in  hefi  504 

And  ^ete  was  he  to  me  ]>e  most  schrewe 

y&t  fele  .L  on  my  rihbes  al  be  rewe 

And  euer  schal  yn-to  myne  endeynge  daie 

Bot  in  owre  bedde  he  was  so  fressche  and  gaie  508 

And  ^er-wi]y  also  wele  coujye  he  me  glose 

"Whan  p&t  he  wolde  haue  my  bele  chose 

f&t  yoxHie  he  hadde  me  bette  on  eu^  bone 

He  cou]>e  winne  arjeine  my  loue  a-none  512 

.1.  trow  .1.  louede  him  bette  for  he  D«ftf  98,  twek] 

Was  of  his  loue  daungerous  to  me 

We  wemmen  haue  if  ]>at  .1.  schal  nouht  lye 

In  p\a  manere  a  qweynte  fantasye  516 

Whayte  what  )»inke  we  may  nouht  lyhtly  haue 

)^re-after  wil  we  crie  al  daie  and  craue 

Eor-bede  us  ]>inge  and  ]>at  desiren  we 

Pres  on  ts  fast  and  ]>an  wil  we  fle  520 

Wi]>e  daungier  owten  we  al  oure  chafre 

Gret  pres  att  ]>e  Market  make^  dere  ware 

And  to  grete  chepe  is  holde  att  littel  pris 

J^is  knowe^  euery  womman  ]>at  is  wys  524 

My  venus  husbonde  god  his  soule  blisse 

Whiche  psi  .1.  toke  for  loue  and  for  no  richisse 

He  sumtyme  was  a  clerke  of  Oxenforde 

And  had  left  scole  and  went  att  home  to  horde  528 
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Wi^jie  my  gos6ibl)e  dwelinge  in  ouie  toune 

God  haae  biie  soiile  hire  name  was  Alison 

Sche  knewe  myne  hert  and  al  my  pnaote 

better  )>an  oure  pansche  pr^te  so  mot  .1.  pe  532 

To  hire  be-wryed  .1.  my  counseH  att 

For  badde  my  busbond  pissed  on  a  waiir 

Or  done  a  ]>inge  f&t  scbold  baue  cost  bis  lif 

To  bir  and  to  ano^er  wor]»i  wif  536 

And  to  my  nece  wbicbe  .1.  lone  wele 

•L  wolde  baue  tolde  bis  coimsel  enery  dele 

And  so  .L  dide  fal  often  god  it  wote 

^t  maade  bis  face  often  rede  and  bote  540 

For  verray  scbame  and  blamed  bim-selfe  for  be 

Had  tolde  to  me  so  grete  a  pnuete 

And  so  it  be-fd9  fBt  ones  in  a  lente 

So  oft  time  J.  to  my  gossip  wente  544 

For  ener  jit  .1.  loued  to  be  gay 

And  for  walke  in  marcbe  aprile  and  Maie 

Fro  bous  to  bons  to  berken  sondaye  tales 

pot  lankin  clerke  and  my  gossib  dam  Alice  548 

And  .L  my  selfe  in-to  ^  felde  wente 

Myne  busbond  was  att  Londen  al  psX  lente 

•L  badde  ^e  better  leyser  for  to  pleie 

And  for  to  see  aiid  eke  for  to  be  seie  552 

Of  lusty  folke  wbat  wist  .1.  wbere  my  grace 

Was  scbapen  for  to  be  or  in  wbat  place 

Tbere-for  maade  .1.  my  visitacions  [inf  mj 

To  yigiles  and  to  processions  556 

To  precbeinge  eke  and  to  ]>is  pilgrimages 

To  pleis  of  Miracles  and  of  Mariages 

And  wered  yx)on  my  gaie  scarlet  Gytes 

Tbis  wermes  ne  pea  moubtes  ne  |>is  mytes  560 

Ypon  my  perel  fete  bem  neuer  a  dele 

And  wost  ^ou  wbie  for  ^i  were  vsed  wele 

Kowe  wil  .L  telle  for^e  wbat  bapped  me 

«L  sale  ]>at  in  pe  felde  walked  wee  564 
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Til  tiewely  we  had  suche  daliance 

fia  derke  and  .L  ^t  of  my  purueance 

.L  spak  to  bim  and  seide  how  ^at  he 

.If  .L  were  wedowe  scholde  wedde  me  568 

For  certeinly  .1.  sale  for  no  bobance 

y&i  was  .L  neuer  3it  wi]K>ute  paiueance 

Of  manage  ne  of  ojyer  |)iiige8  eke 

•L  holde  a  mannes  wiite  nonht  wor^  a  leke  572 

yat  hsLp  bott  one  hole  to  sterte  ynto 

And  if  jiat  faile  ^an  is  jiat  al  y-do 

[I  bare  hym  on  honde  he  hadde  enchaunted  me  ^yJe'^^Jm 

My  dame  taught  me  that  snbtilte  UMe92 

And  I  seide  I  mette  of  hym  afi  nyght  577 

He  wolde  bane  shamed  me  as  I  ley  vp-right 

And  my  bedde  was  verey  blode 

But  yite  I  hope  that  ye  shutt  do  me  good  580 

ffor  good  blode  be-tokenyth  Golde  as  I  was  taught 

And  att  was  feds  I  dremed  of  hym  right  noght 

But  as  I  folowed  my  Dames  lore 

[a  line  missi  in  the  MS."] ]  [Xb n  t,n63araet§top9\ 

Bot  nowe  sire  lete  me  se  what  .1.  schal  seyne 

A  ha  be  god  .L  haue  my  tale  a-jeine 

Whan  ^t  myn  Mre  husbonde  laie  on  here 

•L  wepe  al  gate .  and  maad  soiy  chiere  588 

As  wives  moten  for  it  is  vsage 

And  wi)»  my  kerchef  kouerde  my  vesage 

Bot  for  jiat  .L  was  purveide  of  a  make 

•L  wepe  bot  smale  and  jiat  .1.  vnder  take  592 

To  cherche  was  my  husbonde  borne  on  morwe 

Wi^  neyhbors  ^t  for  him  maad  sorwe 

And  lankin  oure  clerke  was  on  of  )>o 

As  helpe  me  god  whan  ]yat  .1.  sihe  him  go  596 

Affeter  ]ye  here  me  )K)uht  he  hadd  a  peire 

Of  leges  of  feet  so  clene  and  faire 

J^at  al  my  herte  .1.  jaf  vn-to  his  holde 

He  was  .L  trowe  tuew[n]ty  winter  olde  600 
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And  .L  was  fourty .  if  fat  .1.  sclial  seie  sojie 

Bot  jit  .L  had  alwaie  a  coltes  tojye 

Gate  to^e  .1.  was  and  y&t  be-come  me  wele 

.L  bad  ye  pnnte  of  seint  venus  seale  604 

As  helpe  me  god  .L  was  a  lusti  one 

And  £uie  and  riclie  and  jonge  and  wele  be-gone 

And  treuly  as  mjne  bnsbonde  tolde  me  \}ui9i,  bMk] 

•L  badde  fe  best  qnoniam  ]>at  mybt  be  608 

[ffor  certis/  I  am  aH/  fiilli  reueryan .  [BuL  rm,  if  ss* «»  margin} 

In  felyng/  &  myn  berte  alt  marcian . 

Yenns/  me  yaf*  my  lust/  my  likyng/  &  licorousnes/. 

And  Mais/  gaf/  me  my  staidi  baidynes/.]  612 

Myne  asscendent  was  taums  and  mais  pere  inne 

Alas  alas  fai  ener  lone  was  sinne 

.L  folowed  ay  myne  Inclinaciofi 

Be  vertue  of  mye  constillaciofi  616 

y&t  maade  me  .1.  con^  noojt  wiJHliawe 

Mi  cbambre  of  yenus  frome  a  goode  felawe 

[yet/  bane  I  a  marke  of/  Mars  vp-on  my  face .  PJ*^  iws,  ^/^ 

And  also  in  anotber/  pryne  place . 

ffor  god  so  wisse  be  my  saluacion . 

I  lonyd  neuyr/  bi  non  discrescion . 

But  euyr/  folewid  myn  appetite . 

AB/  were  be  scbort/  long/  blak/  or  white .  624 

I  toke  no  kepe  so  that/  he  liked  me . 

How  pore  he  was/  ne  eke  of  what/  degre .]        2SS'^o!mT*' 

What  scold  .1.  seie  bot  at  fe  laonepea  ende 

This  loly  clerk  lankin  y&t  was  so  hende  628 

na]>e  wedde  me  wi^  grete  solempnite 

And  to  him  jaf  .L  al  ]»e  londe  and  fee 

pat  euere  was  me  jenene  ]>are  before 

Bot  afberwaide  repentede  me  ful  sore  632 

He  wolde  suffer  no  )»ing  of  my  lust 

Be  god  he  smote  me  ones  on  ]>e  luste 

for  yat  .1.  rent  oute  of  his  booke  a  lef 

^at  of  |»t  stroke  myne  eren  wexen  def  636 
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Sfcybome  .L  was  as  is  a  lyonesse 

And  of  my  tonge  a  yeireie  langeleiefl 

And  walke  .1.  walde  as  .1.  had  do  be-fome 

Frome  house  to  house  al  ]>ouhe  he  had  it  swomo  640 

For  wi))  often  time  he  wolde  pr^che 

And  me  olde  lomans  gestes  teche 

Howe  he  shnplicius  gallus  left  his  wif 

And  hire  for-soke  for  terme  of  his  lif  644 

I^ot  hot  for  hopen  hede  he  hire  seie 

Lokeynge  oute  att  his  dore  on  a  daie 

Anoyet  Komeyne  tolde  he  me  be  name 

That  for  his  wif  was  att  a  somer  game  648 

Wi]M)wte  his  weteinge  he  foi^sooke  here  eke 

And  fem  wolde  he  ypon  his  bible  seeke 

^at  ilke  prouerbe  of  ecclesiast 

Where  he  commanded  and  for-bede)>  fast  652 

Man  schal  not  suffur  his  wif  go  roile  a-boute 

Than  wolde  he  saie  riht  ]>us  wi]K)uten  doute 

IT  Who  so  ]>at  bilde^  his  house  al  of  salowes  Note 

And  prike]»  his  blinde  hors  ouere  )>[e]  falowes  656 

And  suffer])  his  wif  for  seken  halowes 

Is  wor|>i  to  be  honge  on  pe  galowes 

Bot  al  for  not  .1.  set  not  an  hawe 

Of  his  prouerbes  ne  of  his  olde  lawe .  660 

Ne  .1.  wolde  nouht  of  him  correct  be  Umt»i 

.1.  hate  him  |>at  my  vice  telle))  me 

And  so  do  mo  god  wote  of  vs  ])an  .1. 

])is  maade  him  wi^e  me  woode  al  vtterly  664 

•L  nolde  nouht  for-bere  him  in  no  caas 

No  we  wil  .1.  seye  jowe  so))e  be  seint  thomas 

Whi  ])at  .1.  rent  oute  of  his  boke  a  lefe 

For  whiche  he  smote  me  ^at  .1.  was  defe  668 

He  had  a  booke  ]>at  gladly  nyht  and  daie 

For  his  disporte  he  wolde  rede  al  weie 

He  clepede  valerye  and  theofraste 

Att  whiche  boke  he  lauhe  al-weye  ful  fast  672 
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Ande  eke  ]>are  was  stun  time  a  clerke  in  rome 

A  Cardinale  fat  biht  seint  lerome 

fat  maad  a  boke  a^eine  lonynyane 

In  whiche  booke  eke  ^r  was  toiculane  676 

Crisippus  Trecola  and  helowys 

That  was  Abbas  noi^t  fer  fro  parische 

And  eke  ^e  paraboles  of  Salomon 

Ovydes  arte  and  bokes  many  one  680 

And  al  fis  were  boundene  in  o  velome 

And  enery  nyht  and  day  was  his  custome 

Whan  he  had  leysere  and  vacacione 

frome  o]>er  wexldly  occupacione  684 

To  reden  on  ]>is  lx>ke  of  wikked  wynes 

He  knewe  of  hem  mo  legentez  and  lines 

Than  bne  of  goode  wyues  in  fe  bible 

For  tniste^  wele  it  is  an  impossible  688 

fat  any  clerke  wil  speken  good  of  wyres 

Bot  if  it  bue  of  holy  seintes  lyiies 

fTe  of  none  o)>er  womman  nenere  fe  mc 

Who  peynted  fe  lyon  tel  me  who  692 

Be  god  if  wemmen  had  wreten  stories 

As  clerkes  haue  wi]>-inne  hire  oratories 

Thei  wold  haue  wreten  of  men  more  wikkednesse 

fan  al  f e  mark  of  Adam  maie  redresse  696 

The  childem  of  Mercure  and  Venus 

Bene  in  hire  wirkeinge  oontrarins 

Hercnrie  loue  wisdome  and  sciens 

And  venus  lonef  note  and  dispens  700 

And  for  hir  diners  disposicion 

Sche  fallef  in  ofer  ezaltacion . 

And  fus  godde  wote  Mercorie  Lb  desolate  nMros^Uek] 

In  piscis  where  venns  is  exaltate  704 

And  yenus  fallef  fere  Mercurie  is  reised 

))ere-for  no  womman  of  no  man  is  preised 

pe  clerke  whan  he  is  olde  and  maie  nouht  do 

Of  venns  werkes  worf  e  his  olde  scho  708 
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Than  sitte  he  doime  and  write  in  his  dotage 

That  wemmen  kan  noiiht  kepe  here  Manage 

Bot  nowe  to  pnipos  why  .1.  tolde  ])e 

))at  .1.  was  beten  for  a  booke  perde  712 

Ypon  a  nyht  lankin  pat  was  owre  sire 

Eadd  on  his  hoke  as  he  satte  be  ]>e  fire 

Of  Eue  first  p&t  for  hire  wykkednesse 

Was  al  man  kinde  first  brouht  to  wrechednesse  716 

[for  whicfi  Ihera  crist  /  him  silff  was  sleyne       ^Sfti'^ ^* 

that  bought  VB  wil^  his  herte  blood  ageyne  ^^aJ  «£/1SS?-iS! 

lo  here  expresse  of  recorde  /  may  ye  fynde      *'"*^«'-l 

that  woman  was  the  loos  /  of  al  mankynde]  720 

po  redde  he  me  howe  sampson  lost  his  hens 

Slepeinge  his  lemman  kat  it  wi|)])e  hir6  scheris 

Thorwhe  whiche  treson  loste  he  boj^e  his  ey^en 

)k)  redde  he  me  if  p&t  .L  schal  nouht  ly^en  724 

Of  Hercules  &  of  Dyamyre 

^at  caused  him  to  sett  him  self  a  fire 

Ko^inge  forjate  he  pe  penance  and  woo 

)^at  Socrates  had  vnppe  his  wyues  twoo  728 

Howe  )>at  ancippa  kest  pisse  on  his  hede 

J^is  sely  man  satte  stm  as  he  were  dede 

He  wype  his  hede  no  more  dorst  he  seine 

Bot  or  ^at  )»onder  stinte  come]>  a  raine  732 

Of  Phasipha  ]>at  was  queene  of  Crete 

For  schrewednesse  him  pouht  pe  tale  swete 

Py  speke  no  more  it  [is]  a  grisely  )>inge 

Of  hire  orrible  lust  and  hir  lykeinge  736 

Of  Clitermistra  for  hir  lycherie 

pat  falsly  maad  hir  husbond  for  to  deye 

He  red  it  vrip  fill  good  deuocioil 

He  told  me  for  what  occasioji  740 

Amphiorax  att  Thebes  lost  his  lif 

Myne  husbond  hadd  a  legent  of  his  wife 

Eriphilem  ]7at  for  a  nouche  of  golde 

Hajie  pnuely  vnto  pe  Grekes  tolde  744 
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Where  J)at  liix  hnsboud  hid  him  in  a  place 

For  whiche  he  hadd  att  Thebes  son  grace 

Off  lima  tolde  he  me .  &  of  lucye 

pei  bo]>e  maade  her  husbondes  for  to  deye  748 

That  oone  for  lone  ^e  to^r  was  for  hate  PMf  m] 

Ljma  hir  husbonde  on  euen  late 

Enpoysond  had  for  )>at  sche  was  his  foo 

Lucia  likerous  loned  hire  husbond  soo  752 

])at  for  he  schold  vpon  hire  alweie  pinke 

Sche  jaue  him  snche  a  lone  maner  drinke 

^at  he  was  dede  or  it  was  be  ^e  morwe 

And  |)us  algates  husbondes  haue  sorwe  756 

pBXL  tolde  he  me  howe  one  latomyns 

Compleynede  to  his  felawe  Arias 

That  in  his  gardyne  gioned  suche  a  tre 

On  whiche  he  seide  )>at  his  wyues  pre  760 

Honged  hem  self  for  hertes  dispitous 

O  leue  bro^r  quod  ^is  Arrius 

jif  me  a  plante  of  ])at  bhsful  tre 

And  in  my  gardine  plantid  it  schal  be  764 

IT  Of  latter  date  of  wyiies  h&pe  he  radde 

))at  ban  sleyne  here  husbonde  in  her  bedde 

And  lete  hire  lychoure  diht  hire  al  fe  nyht 

Whan  psi  )>e  cors  laie  in  flore  ypriht  768 

And  sum  haue  dreuen  nayles  in  here  brayue 

While  psA  pel  slepe  and  J)us  ]>ei  haue  hem  sleyne 

Some  haue  ^uen  poyson  in  my  drynke 

He  spake  more  harme  ]>an  hert  maie  be-]yinke  772 

And  ^erwi]>al  be  knewe  of  mo  prouerbes 

pan  in  ])is  werlde  per  growen  grasse  or  herbes 

Bet  is  qtiod  he  ])in  habitacione 

Be  wi]>  a  leoun  or  a  foule  dragoile  776 

))an  vrip  a  womman  vsinge  for  to  chide 

Better  is  quod  he  hihe  in  pe  rofe  abide 

pan  wi]>  an  angre  wif  doun  in  an  hous 

jDei  bene  so  wikked  and  contrarious  780 
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])ei  hate])  ]>at  her  liasl)onde  loue]>  aye 

He  seid  a  womman  kest  hir  schame  awaye 

Whan  ache  cast  of  hire  smok  and  foryermo 

A  faiie  womman  hot  sche  he  chaste  also  784 

Is  like  a  gold  ringe  on  a  sowes  nose 

Who  walde  wene  or  wold  suppose 

fe  wo  fat  in  myne  hert  was  and  pine 

And  whan  .1.  sawe  he  wolde  neuer  fyne  788 

To  reden  on  ]>is  cursed  hooke  al  nyht 

Al  sodanly .  fie  leues  had  .1.  plyht . 

Out  of  his  hoke  riht  as  he  redde  and  eke  Vmih,  i»ck] 

.1.  wip  my  fiste  so  toke  him  on  ]>e  cheke  792 

))at  in  oure  fire  he  fel  hakward  a-doune 

And  he  vp  stert  as  do]>e  a  woode  lyone 

And  wi^  his  fist  he  smote  me  on  ]>e  hede 

pAt  in  ^e  flore  .1.  laie  as  .1.  ware  dede  796 

And  whan  he  sawhe  howe  stilla  f&t  .1.  laie 

He  was  a-gast  and  wolde  haue  fledde  a-waie 

Til  atte  fsai  owte  of  myne  swohe  .1.  hraide 

0  hastowe  sleyne  me  false  ])efe  .1.  seide  800 

And  for  my  lande  ))us  hast  ))ou  morj^erd  me 

Or  .1.  he  dede  jit  wil  .L  kisse  fe 

And  nere  he  come  and  kneled  faire  a-doune 

And  seide  dere  suster  Alison  804 

As  helpe  me  god  .1.  schal  ]>e  neuer  smyte 

))at  .L  haue  done  it  is  fi  self  to  wite 

For-jeue  it  me  and  ]>at  .1.  fe  be-seke 

And  )it  efb-sones  .1.  hitte  him  ofi  ])e  cheke  808 

And  seide  ^f  ]>us  wil  .1.  me  awreke 

Nowe  wil  .1.  deye  .L  male  no  longer  speke 

Bot  att  ])e  last  wi]>  muchel  care  and  woo 

We  fdS  accorded  he  oure  seluen  tuoo  812 

He  jaue  me  al  ]>e  bride  in  myn  honde 

To  haue  ]>e  gouemance  of  owse  and  londe 

And  of  his  tunge  and  of  his  honde  also 

And  maade  him  hime  his  hoke  anone  riht  ^  816 
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And  whan  ]>at  .L  had  geten  vn-to  me 

Be  maistie  al  fe  souerainte 

Jian  he  seide  myne  owen  trewe  wif 

Do  as  ])a  lyst  ^e  terme  of  al  my  lyf  820 

Kepe  pine  hononre  and  kepe  eke  my  astate 

After  psi  dale  we  had  neuere  debate 

God  helpe  me  so  .1.  was  to  him  als  kinde 

As  any  wyf  fio  danmark  in-to  hinde  824 

And  also  trewe  and  so  was  he  to  me 

X  praie  to  god  p&t  site^  in  maieste 

So  blisse  his  sowle  for  his  mercy  dere 

Kowe  wil  .1.  seie  my  tale .  if  ^e  wil  here  828 


[The  Wrangle  between  tke  Summoner  and  Friar,] 

The  frere  lowhe  whan  he  had  herd  al  ^is 
Nowe  dame  quod  he  so  hane  .1.  ioye  or  blis 
^is  is  a  longe  preamble  of  a  tale 
And  whan  pe  Somenof«r  herde  pe  frere  gale 
^  Lo  quod  pe  Somenour  be  goddes  armes  tno  tJj'JJJai  Z 
A  frere  wil  entremete  him  euer  mo  «wh«<4j»eftwtgrie] 

Lo  godemen  a  flye  and  eke  a  frere 

will  fal  in  eu^ry  dissche  and  eke  matere  83d 

What  spekest  ]>ow  of  preambulacione 

What  amble  or  trote  or  pees  or  goo  sitte  adoune 

Thou  lettest  owre  dispoite  in  ^is  manere 

3e  wil-tow  so  Somenour  quod  pe  frere  840 

Kowe  be  fey  .1.  schal  or  ]>at  .1.  go 

Tett  of  a  somenour .  suche  a  tale  or  tuo 

Jiat  al  pe  folke  schal  lawhen  In  pis  place 

Kowe  ellee  firere  .1.  be-schrewe  ))i  hjce  844 

Quod  ^is  Somenour .  and  .1.  be-schrewe  me 

Bot  .1.  teli  pe  tales  two  or  pre 

Of  freres  ar  .1.  come  to  sideingbome 

J)at  .L  schal  make  pine  herte  for  to  mome  848 
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For  wele  .1.  wote  ^i  pacien  is  gone 

Owre  oste  cried  pees  and  ]>at  a-none 

^nd  seide  lat  ^e  womman  tel  hir  tale 

^e  faien  as  folken  bien  of  ale  852 

Do  dame  tel  forjie  jowe  tale  and  ]>at  is  best 

Al  ledi  siie  quod  sche  ribt  as  jow  lest 

3if  .L  bane  Ijcence  of  }»is  wor^i  frere 

ais  dame  ouod  be  teli  for^e  M  tale  .L  wil  beie  856 
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Inoipit  fitbula  yxoris  de  Bathonta . 

IN  fe  olde  dales  of  ]>e  kinge  Arthoure 
Of  wbiche  fat  breions  speken  grete  honoure . 
AH  was  ^is  land  fulfilled  of  faiie 
The  Elphe  qaeene  vrip  hir  loly  compaignie         860 
Daunced  with&^ate  in  mony  a  grene  mede 
J^is  was  pe  olde  opinion  ^at  .1.  rede 
.1.  speke  of'mony  a  .C.  ^eie  a-go 

Bot  now  can  no  man  see  none  elaes  mo  864 

For  fe  grete  charite  ajid  fe  preieis 
Of  lymytonrs  and  of  oyer  pouere  fieis 
])at  serchen  euery  lande  and  euery  stieme 
As  ^ikke  as  motes  in  ye  sonne  beme  868 

Blissinge  balles  chambres  bowres 
Citees  buighes  Castels  hihe  towres 
Tboipes  bemes  scbipnes  dayeries 
^is  make])  y&t  yere  be  no  fairies  872 

For  yere  as  was  wonte  to  walke  an  elfe  D«ftr«7,  bMk} 

per  walke])  nowe  ye  limitot^r  him  selfe 
In  yndermeles  and  in  momeynges 

And  eeiye  bis  Matines  and  his  holy  ^inges  876 

As  he  go^  in  his  yisitaciotme 
Wemmen  maie  go  nowe  sauely  ype  and  doune 
In  eu«*y  bossche  or  vnder  euere-y  tre 
There  is  none  oyer  Incubus  bot  he  880 

And  he  wil  do  hem  bot  disonoure 
And  so  fel  it  ^t  yis  kinge  Ar])oure 
Had  in  his  house  a  lusty  bachellier 
J)at  on  a  daie  cam  rideinge  ho  f  e  renere  884 

LANSDOWNE   238  (e-T.  869) 


8IX-TEXT   360 

QBOUF  D.  §  S.  wife's  tale.  Lansdowne  X8. 


And  happed  a-lone  as  sche  was  borne 
He  sawhe  a  maiden  walkinge  him  be-fome 
Of  whiche  maiden  maugreue  hire  hede 
be  yerrei  force  he  raft  hir  hir  maidenhede  888 

For  wiche  oppression  was  sache  clamoure 
And  suche  pursnyt  vnto  kinge  Arthoure 
That  dampned  was  ^is  knyht  for  to  be  dede 
Be  cours  of  lawe  and  scholde  hane  lost  his  hede  892 

Parauenture  suche  was  pe  statute  po 
Bot  fat  fQ  queene  and  opei  ladies  mo 
So  longe  preide  pe  kinge  of  grace 

Til  he  his  him  graunted  in  )>e  place  896 

And  3aue  to  pe  qwene  al  att  hir  will 
To  chese  wepei  sche  wolde  him  saue  or  spitt 
The  queen  ])onked  pQ  kinge  yrip  al  here  myht 
And  after.  )>is  pua  spak  sche  to  pe  knyht  900 

Whan  ]>at  sche  seihe  her  time  ypon  a  daye 
Thou  stondest  3it  quod  sche  in  suche  araye 
Jiat  of  )>i  lyf  3it  hast  ]>ou  no  surte 
'  X  graunte  )>e  lif  f  if  pn  canst  tel  me  904 

what  ^inge  is  J)at  wemmen  moste  desiren 
Be  war  and  kepe  ^i  nekke  bone  from  yren 
And  if  ])ou  can  noujt  tel  it  me  anone 
3it:wil  .1.  3eue  pe  leue  for  to  gone  908 

A  twelmo))  and  a  daie  to  seke  and  lere 
An  ansewere  sufiiciant  in  )>is  matier 
And  surte  wil  .1.  haue  ar  )>at  ]>ou  pace 
Thi  body  for  to  3elden  in  ))is  place  912 

(Woo  was  pia  knyht  and  sorwful  he  sike|» 
Bot  whate  he  may  nouht  do  al  as  him  likef 
And  att  pe  last  he  chase  him  for  to  wende  [iMfge] 

An  com  a3eine  riht  att  pe  3eres  ende  916 

With  suche  answere  as  god  wold  him  purueye 
And  Xakep  his  leue  aiid  wende^  for^  his  weye 
He  8eke])e  eu6ry  house  and  euery  place 
Where  as  hope])  for  to  finde  grace  920 
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To  leien  whatt  ^inge  wemmen  louen  most 

Bot  lie  nowe  cou^e  riden  in  no  cost 

Where  as  he  myht  finde  in  ^is  matier 

Two  creatoies  accoidinge  in  feie  924 

Some  seide  wemmen  lonen  best  riches 

Some  seide  honour  some  seid  lolynes 

Some  seide  Eiche  araye  and  last  abedde 

And  oft  tim  to  be  wedowe  and  wedde  928 

Some  seide  ])at  we  be  most  esede 

Whan  ^at  we  bene  flaterde  and  yplesede 

He  gop  ful  nyhe  ^e  so]>e  .L  wil  nonht  lye 

A  man  schal  wynne  ys  best  irip  flaterye  932 

'And  wi^  attendance  and  wi^  besines 

Bene  we  y-lymede  hop  more  and  les 

And  som  men  sein  howe  ^at  we  louen  best 

For  to  hue  fre  and  do  riht  as  ys  lest  936 

And  y&t  no  man  lepreue  yb  of  oure  Yice 

Bot  sei  p&i  we  hue  wise  and  nojiinge  nice 

For  trewly  paxe  is  none  of  ys  al 

If  any  wight  wil  clowe  ys  on  pe  gal  940 

J)at  we  nyl  loke  or  he  seie  pe  so)ie 

Assaie  aiid  he  schal  finde  it  pat  he  do^ 

For  be  we  neaere  so  Yicions  wttA-inne 

we  wil  be  holden  wise  and  clone  of  sinne  944 

And  summon  seine  ^at  grete  delite  haue  we 

For  to  be  holden  stable  amd  eke  secre 

And  in  o  purpos  stedfastly  to  dwelt 

And  nonht  be-wrye  J>inge  ^at  men  ys  teH  948 

Bot  )iat  tale  is  noujt  wor]>  a  rake  stele 

Farde  we  wemmen  kan  no  }»iuge  hele 

Wittenesse  of  myda  wil  30  here  pe  tale 

Ouide  a-monges  o]»er  ^inges  smale  952 

Sei^  Mida  ha  Yndre  his  longe  heres 

Growinge  Ypon  his  tuo  asse  ores 

The  whiche  Yice  he  hidde  as  he  best  myht 

Ful  sobtily  fiom  eueryche  mannes  siht  956 
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That  saue  his  wif  per  wist  fere-of  no  mo  ckftf  96,  back] 

He  loued  hir  most  cmd  trist  to  hir  also 

He  piaide  hir  most  pat  vnto  no  creature 

sche  schold  nonjt  tel  of  his  disfigure  960 

Sche  swore  him  naye  for  al  pia  werld  to  wynne 

Sche  nold  do  f  pai  velany  or  )>at  synne 

To  make  hir  husbonde  haue  so  foule  a  name 

For  reproueinge  of  him  and  fowle  schame  964 

Eot  N^aJ^eles  hir  )iouht  )>at  sche  deide 

pat  sche  so  longe  scholde  a  counsel  hide 

Hir  poviht  it  satt  so  sore  aboute  hir  hert 

J)at  nedely  sum  woide  hir  mot  arstert  968 

And  eep  sche  dorste  tel  it  to  no  man 

Doune  to  a  marese  fast  sche  ranne 

Til  sche  came  ])er  hire  hert  was  a  fire 

And  as  betoure  beble^  in  pQ  myre  972 

Sche  laide  hir  mou)>e  in^to  pQ  water  downe 

Be-wrye  me  nouht  ])ou  water  wi])  ])i  soune 

Quod  sche .  to  ^e  .1.  tel  it  arid  no  mo 

Myne  husbonde  ha])e  longe  asses  eres  tuo  976 

Kowe  is  myne  hert  al  hole  now  it  is  owte 

.L  myht  no  longer  kep  it  oute  of  doute 

Here  mai  je  see  ^ouhe  we  a  time  abide 

3it  oute  it  mot  we  mowe  no  counsel  hide  980 

))e  remenant  of  pe  tale  if  ^e  wil  here 

£ede]>  ovide  and  je  maie  it  lere 

This  knyht  of  wiche  mi  tale  is  special! 

Whan  pat  he  sauh  he  miht  nouht  com  pere  bye  984 

This  to  seie  what  wemmen  louen  most 

Wijh-inne  his  hert  sorweful  was  pe  goste 

Bot  home  he  go]>e  he  miht  nouht  soiome 

The  daie  was  come  }»at  homward  most  he  tome  988 

And  in  his  wei  it  happed  him  to  ride 

In  att  his  care  mder  a  forest  side 

Where  he  sawhe  on  o  daunce  go 

Of  ladys  foure  and  twenty  and  3it  moo  992 
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Towarde  ^e  dawnce  be  drowhe  him  3eme 

In  hopo  }»at  som  wiBdome  scholde  he  lerene 

Bot  certeinlj  ar  he  came  fully  peie 

Yanyssched  was  ^  daunce  he  wist  nouht  where .  996 

"No  creature  sawe  he  ^t  bare  lif 

Saue  in  fe  grene  he  sawhe  sittinge  a  wif 

A  fowler  wight  pei  may  no  man  devise  iintw] 

A-jein  pe  knyht  ^e  olde  wif  gan  arise  1000 

And  seid  sir  knyht  here  for]>e  li^e  no  weye 

Tel  me  what  ^at  je  seken  be  ^oure  feye 

Parauentur  it  maie  ]»e  better  be  ^  [}  bne,  via  a  aerw/du  mO 

This  olde  folke  can  muche  ^inge  qtiod  sche  1004 

My  leue  qttod  piB  knyht  serteine 

.1.  am  bot  dede  bot  if  ]>at  .L  can  seine 

Whatt  jFinge  it  is  Jiat  weTTimen  most  desire 

Cou^  3e  me  wise  J.  wold  wele  white  jowre  hire        1008 

Plyht  me  pi  ixoxipe  here  in  my  honde  qt^od  sche 

The  next  ^inge  ])at  .1.  require  pe 

Thowe  schalfc  it  do  if  it  ly  in  )ii  myht 

And  J.  wil  tel  it  jowe  ar  it  he  nyht  1012 

Haue  here  my  trouj^e  quod  knyht  .1.  grannt 

JDat  quod  sche  .1.  maye  me  wele  auant 

Thi  lif  13  saue  for  .L  wil  stonde  ]>er  bye 

Vpon  my  lif  pQ  qweene  wil  saie  as  .1.  lOlG 

Latt  see  whiche  is  ^e  proddest  of  hem  al 

That  werep  on  a  kercheue  or  a  cal 

Jiat  dar  sey  nay  of  ^t  .1.  schal  jow  teche 

Lat  Ys  go  for]>e  wi^ute  longer  speche  1020 

Tho  rouned  sche  a  pistel  in  his  ere 

And  bad  him  to  be  gladde  and  haue  no  fere 

Whann  ^ei  be  commen  to  pe  courte  ^is  knyht 

Seid  he  had  holds  his  daie  as  he  had  hiht  1024 

And  redy  was  his  ansewere  as  he  seide 

Foll^  mony  a  noble  wif  and  mony  a  maide       r*  ?iu  fo  or  fv] 

And  mony  a  wedew  for  ]>at  ]>ei  bu  wise 

The  queene  hire  seluen  sitt  luge  as  lustise  102S 
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Assemblede  ben  bis  answere  for  to  bere 

And  afterwaide  ^is  knybt  was  bode  a-piere 

And  y&t  ^e  knybt  scbold  tel  in  audience 

To  euery.wigbt  commanded  was  silence  1032 

Wbat  ])inge  p&t  weildly  wemmen  loaen  mest 

fi8  knybt  ne  stode  noujt  stil  as  do)>e  a  beste 

Bo  to  fia  questione  arnone  be  ansewerde 

Wi^  manly  voyce  f&t  al  }»e  court  it  berde  1036 

My  liege  lady  lady  general  quod  be . 

Womman  desiret  to  bane  souereynte 

As  wele  oner  bir  busbonde  as  bir  loue 

And  for  to  be  in  maistre  bim  a-boue 

Tbis  jowre  most  desire  ])oube  je  me  kiH 

Do^e  as  30we  list  .1.  am  bere  att  3oure  wiH 

In  al  ]>e  courte  ne  was  ^er  wif  ne  maide 

Ne  wedowe  }»at  contraried  pat  be  seide  1044 

Bot  seyden  be  was  wor))i  to  baue  bis  lyf 

And  wif  J)at  worde  vpstert  )>is  olde  wif 

Wbicbe  pai  pe  knybt  sawe  sittinge  on  pe  grene 

Mercie  quod  scbe  Mi  souereine  ladi  qweene  1048 

Ar  pBi  joure  Court  depart  do  me  ribt 

.1.  taubt  pis  ansewer  vn-to  f  is  knybt 

For  wbicbe  be  plibt  me  bis  trou)>e  pete 

Tbe  first  ]>inge  .1.  wolde  of  bim  require  1052 

He  wolde  it  do  if  it  lei  in  bis  mybte 

Be-for  Je  Coiirt  fan  praie  J.  f  e  sir  knybt 

Quod  scbe  pat  pn  me  tak  vnto  fi  wif 

For  wele  f u  woste  fat  .1.  baue  kepped  fi  lif  1056 

If  ,L  saye  fab  seye  sofe  vpon  f i  fey 

Tbis  knybt  ansewerd  alas  and  walawaie 

.1.  wote  ribt  wele  fat  sucbe  was  my  bebeste 

For  goddes  loue  cbese  a  newe  requests  1060 

Tak  al  my  goods  and  lat  my  body  go 

Nay  fan-qtM7d  scbe  .1.  scbrewe  vs  bofe  tuo 

For  fat  .1.  be  foule  olde  and  pouer 

•L  nolde  for  al  fe  metal  ne  for  Oer  1064 
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Jiat  ynder  etpe  is  graue  or  li)>e  aboue 

£ot  if  ^at  .1.  pi  wif  were  and  pi  loue 

Mi  loue  quod  he  nay  my  •  dampnacione 

Alas  ])at  any  of  my  nacione  1068 

Schold  eae^'e  so  foule  disparaged  bne 

Bot  al  for  nouht  ^e  ende  is  ^is  ^at  he 

Constreigned  was  he  nedes  most  he  hir  wedde 

And  take^  ]>is  olde  wif  and  gop  to  bedde  1072 

Kow  wold  sum  men  seine  parauenture 

))at  for  my  necligence  .1.  do  no  cure 

To  tel  jowe  fe  loye  and  f  e  arraye 

))at  att  fe  feste  was  pUke  daye  1076 

To  whiche  pinge  schortely  ansewere  .1.  schal . 

.1.  seie  per  was  no  ioye  ne  fest  att  al 

pet  nas  bot  heuynes  and  muche  sorwe 

For  pnuely  he  wede  hire  on  morwe  1080 

And  al  daie  after  hidde  him  as  an  owle 

So  woo  was  him  his  wif  loked  so  foule . 

Grete  was  pe  sorwe  pe  knyht  had  in  his  ^ouht  [kafiori 

Whan  he  was  wij)  his  wyf  ybedde  brouht  1084 

He  walowe)>  and  tome]>  to  and  fro 

His  olde  [wyf]  laye  smyleinge  euermo 

And  seide  Dere  husbonde  o  benadicite 

Faref  enerj  knyht  Jus  wij)  his  wif  as  ^e  1088 

Is  pis  pe  lawe  of  kinge  Ar  Jors  house 

Is  enerj  knyht  of  his  Jus  daungerous 

.1.  am  joure  loue  and  eke  joure  wif 

.1.  am  sche  whiche  saued  haj  joure  lif  1092 

And  sertes  }it  dide  .1.  ^owe  neuer  ynriht 

Whi  fare  je  Jus  wij  me  Je  first  niht 

3e  faren  like  a  man  Jat  had  lost  his  witte 

Fy  what  is  my  gilte  for  goddes  loue  tett  itte  1096 

And  it  schal  hue  amended  if  .1.  maie 

Amend  qtiod  Jis  knyht  nay  naye 

That  wil  nouht  hue  amendede  neuere  mo 

J)ou  ert  so  lojely  and  so  olde  also  1100 
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And  ^er-to  comen  of  so  lowe  a  kinde 

^t  litel  wonder  is  J^oiihe  .1.  walow  and  winde 

So  wolde  god  myne  herte  wolde  to-breste 

Is  ]p{s  quod  sche  J)e  cause  of  joure  vnreste  1104 

)e  certeinly  quod  he  no  wonder  is 

l^owe  sir  quod  sche  .1.  cou]^e  amende  al  ^is 

If  ])at  me  list  ar  it  were  daies  ]>re 

So  well  3e  myhtte  here  jowe  vn-to  me  1108 

Bot  for  je  speken  of  suche  gentillese 

As  is  descended  oute  of  al  richesse 

))at  ])ere-for  scholden  je  be  gentil  men 

Suche  errogance  is  nouht  wor}>e  an  hen  1112 

Lo  who  ))at  most  is  vertuous  alweie 

Preue  cmd  a-pert  and  most  ende}»  aie 

To  do  gentil  dedes  ]>at  he  can 

And  take  him  for  ^  gvettest  gentil  man  1116 

Crist  witt  we  cleime  of  him  oure  gentilnes 

l^ot  of  oure  eldres  for  here  olde  reches 

For  ]>ouhe  )»ei  ^eue  ys  al  her  Heritage 

For  whiche  we  cleime  to  be  of  hihe  parage  1120 

Jit  may  ]>ei  nouht  be-qae))e  for  no  ])inge 

To  none  of  vs  her  veiiuous  leueinge 

That  maad  hem  gentil  men  y-called  be 

And  bad  vs  folowen  hem  in  suche  degre .  1124 

Wele  can  }«  wise  Poet  of  fflorens  ii8tfioo,biick] 

])at  hiht  Dante  speke)»  in  ])is  sentens 

Lo  in  Suche  maner  rim  is  dantes  tale 

Ful  selde  vp  rise)»  be  his  braunches  smale  1 128 

Prowes  of  man  for  god  of  his  prouesse 

Wil  ]>at  we  of  cleime  oure  gentillesse 

For  of  oure  helders  maie  we  no  )>inge  cleime 

Bot  temporal  ))inge  ]>at  man  maie  hirte  and  maheime  1 132 

Eke  eu^ry  white  wote  ^ib  as  wele  as  .1. 

If  gentillesse  were  planted  naturalye 

Into  a  certeine  lignage  doune  ))e  line 

Preue  and  aperte  ))an  wold  hey  neuer  fyne  1136 
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To  done  of  gentillesse  ye  faiie  ofico 

Tkei  xnyhteii  do  no  velany  nor  vice' 

Tak  file  and  bere  it  in  ]>e  derkest  liouee 

Be-twex  yia  and  fe  mount  of  Caucasonfie  1140 

And  let  men  schette  pe  doie  and  go  peigjie 

Jit  wil  ])e  fire  ly  as  fair  and  bienne 

As  ^uh  a  .M.  men  mjht  it  be-holde 

His  office  natuiele  ay  wil  it  holde  1 1 44 

Yp  peril  of  lif  til  ]>at  it  deie 

Here  maie  je  se  wele  howe  ]>at  genterye 

Is  noubt  anexed  to  possession 

Se]>  folke  do]>  noubt  ber  op^racion  1148 

Alweie  as  doj)e  ^e  fire  lo  in  bis  kinds 

For  god  it  wote  men  maie  fol  often  finde 

A  lorde  sons  do  scbame  and  velanye 

And  be  pat  wil  baue  prise  of  bis  gentirye  1 1 52 

For  be  was  borne  of  a  gentil  bous 

And  badde  bis  beldres  noble  and  rertuous 

And  nyl  bim-seluen  do  no  gentil  dedes 

Ke  folowe  bis  gentitt  ancestre  fai  dedes  1 156 

He  is  noubt  gentil  be  be  due  or  Erie 

For  yeleyns  sinful  dede  mak  a  cberle 

For  gentillesse  ne  is  bot  reuente 

Of  ]>ine  Auncestres  for  bire  bente  1 1 60 

Wbicbe  is  a  strongs  ]>inge  for  pi  persone 

The  gentilles  comej)  fro  god  alone 

Tban  comeJ)  ouie  Teiraie  gentilles  of  grace 

He  was  no]>inge  be-que]»e  vs  wi^  oure  place  1164 

Tbinke]>  bowe  noble  as  sei)i  ralerius 

Was  }»ilke  tuUins  bostilius . 

Tbat  oute  of  pouert  ros  to  hibe  noblesse  DMrioi] 

Bede))  Senec  and  rede  eke  Boesse  1168 

Tbere  scbold  je  seen  expr^sse  pai  it  no  drede  is 

Tbat  is  gentil  p&t  do))e  gentil  dedes 

And  ))er-fore  dere  busbonde  .I»  ]>us  conclude 

Al  were  fai  myne  Ancestres  were  so  rude  1 172 
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^it  male  ]>at  hike  god  <md  so  hope  .L 

Graunt  me  grace  to  leue  vertaouslj 

Than  am  .1.  gentil  whan  ]>at  .L  he-ginne 

To  leaen  vertuouslj  on^  weuen  sinne  1176 

IT  And  faxe  as  je  of  pouert  me  repreue 

The  hihe  god  on  whom  pat  we  belene 

In  wilful  pouert  ches  to  leue  his  lif 

And  certes  euerj  man  <uui  maide  and  yni  1 180 

Maie  ynder-stonde  ihesvL  heuea  kinge 

Ne  wold  noujt  chese  a  vicious  leueinge 

Glad  pouert  is  an  honest  J)inge  certeigne 

This  wil  senec  an[d]  opere  derkes  seine  1184 

Who  so  p&t  holde  him  paide  of  his  poueit 

.L  holde  him  riche  al  had  he  nouht  sert 

He  y&t  couete]»  ia  a  pouer  wight 

For  he  wold  haue  f^at  is  nouht  in  his  myht  1 188 

Bot  ^at  nouht  ha])e  ne  eouete^  to  haue 

Is  riche  al-^ouhe  men  holde  him  bot  a  knaue 

Verray  pouert  is  sinne  propurly 

luuenal  seij^e  of  pouert  merely  1192 

The  pore  man  whan  he  go])  be  pQ  ways 

Be-for  pe  peuea  he  maie  singe  and  jdeye 

Pouert  is  hatel  good  and  as  .L  geese 

A  ful  grete  bringer  oute  of  besinessa  1 196 

A  gie  amender  eke  of  Sapience 

To  him  ]»at  lakke)»  it  in  pacience 

Pouer  is  ^is  al  povihe  it  seme  Alinge 

Possessione  ]>at  no  wyht  wil  chalinge  1200 

Pouert  ful  oft  whan  a  ma[n]  is  lowe 

Make|»  his  and  eke  him  self  to  knowe 

Pouert  in  spektocle  is  as  ]>enke))  me 

jTourhe  whiche  he  maie  his  rerray  frende  se  1 204 

And  pere  sen  ^at  .1.  jowe  nou^t  greue 

Of  my  pouert  no  more  me  repreue  5  Note  de  smcctiito 

Kowe  sire  of  elde  ^e  preue  me 

And  eertes  sir  ])oruhe  none  auctorite  1208 
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Wher  in  no  boke  je  gentil  of  honoure  pMrioi,  i»ek] 

Seine  ]Mtt  men  scholde  an  olde  wife  do  fauonie 

And  clepe  her  moder  for  her  gentillesse 

An  Auctonrs  schal  .1.  finde  as  .1.  gesse  1212 

Kowe  ^re  je  seine  ])at  .1.  am  foule  and  olde 

pan  drede  jowe  nouht  to  be  no  cokewolde 

For  fil])e  and  hel]>e  as  mot  .1.  ^ 

Bene  grete  werdeins  vpon  chastite  1216 

Bot  naj^eles  sen  .1.  knowe  joure  delite 

.1.  8cha[l]  ful-fiH  joure  werly  appetite 

Chese  nowe  quod  sche  one  of  piB  ))inges  tweye 

To  haue  me  foule  and  olde  til  ]>at  .1.  deie  1220 

And  be  to  jowe  a  trewe  humble  wif 

And  neuer  joue  displese  in  al  my  lif 

Or  elles  ^e  wil  haue  me  jonge  and  faire 

And  take  ^oure  auenture  of  pe  repaire  1224 

That  schal  com  to  ^oure  house  be  cause  of  me 

Or  in  sume  o^ere  place  wel  maie  be 

Nowe  chese  joure  seluen  whe]>er  ])at  30U  like]> 

This  knyht  a-vised  him  and  sore  he  sike^  1228 

Bot  att  pe  last  he  seide  iu  p\a  manere 

My  lady  and  my  loue  and  wife  so  dere 

•L  putte  me  in  joure  wise  gouemaunce 

Gesse^  ^ouie  self  whiche  maie  be  most  plesaunce         1232 

And  most  honour  to  jowe  and  me  also 

.1.  do  no  force  whe)»er  of  pe  tuc 

For  as  ^owe  hkep  it  sufficet  me 

Than  haue  .1.  gete  of  ^owe  pe  maistre  quod  sche         1236 

Sen  .1.  may  chese  arid  goueme  as  me  lest 

3e  sertes  wif  qcMxi  he  .1.  holde  it  for  pe  best 

Kisse  me  quod  sche  we  be  no  longer  wro^e 

For  be  my  trow^e  .1.  witt  be  to  jowe  boj)e  1240 

piB  is  seine  to  be  to  3owe  bo}»e  feire  and  goode 

•I.  praie  to  god  ))at  .1.  mot  steruen  woode 

Bot  .1.  to  jowe  be  also  sadde  and  trewe 

As  euer  was  wif  sen  ]>at  pe  werlde  was  newe  1244 
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And  bot  .L  1)6  to  morwe  also  faixe  to  seen 

As  any  lady  Empires  or  qween 

J)at  is  'be-twene  ]>e  est  and  eke  pe  west 

Do  wij)  my  hfand  defe  liht  as  jow  lest  1248 

Kast  yp  fe  kurteyne  and  loke  how  it  is 

And  whan  pe  knyht  sauhe  al  fia 

pat  sche  so  faire  was  and  so  3onge  ^^-to  Dearias] 

For  ioy  he  hent  Mr  in  his  annes  tuo  1252 

His  hert  ba^ed  in  a  ba])))e  of  blisse 

A.M.  time  a  rewe  he  gan  hir  kisse 

And  sche  obeide  him  in  en^ry  ^inge 

])at  myht  done  him  plesans  or  likeinge  1256 

And  fuB  fei  leued  vnto  her  lyues  hende 

In  pa7*fite  loye  and  ihesu  criste  ys  sonde 

Hoshonde  meke  jonge  and  fresshe  y  bedJe 

And  grace  to  ouer-lede  hame  ))at  we  wedde  1260 

And  eke  .1.  praie  to  ihe^u  schort  her  lyues 

)9at  wil  nonht  bo  gouemd  be  hir  wynes 

And  olde  and  Angrye  Kigard  in  dispence 

God  send  hem  sone  a  yerrei  Pestelence  1264 

Explicit  falmla  Katrone  vxoris  de  Bathoma . 
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Incipit  prologue  tratriM 

This  vroTfi  lymitour  ])is  noble  frere 
He  maad  alweie  lowreynge  chere 
Ypon  ]>e  Sompnour  bot  for  honeste 
Ko  yeleyns  worde  as  )ite  spake  he  1268 

Bot  att  ^e  last  he  saide  ynto  )>e  wife 
Dame  good  god  jyue  jowe  riht  good  life 
3e  haue  touchede  here  as  mot  .L  ^e 
In  scole  Matier  gret  difficulte  1272 

3e  haue  seide  muchel  ^inge  riht  wele  .1.  seie 
Bot  dame  here  as  we  riden  be  ^e  weie 
Ys  nede]>  nooht  to  speken  bot  of  game 
And  lete  Auctorites  in  goddes  name  1276 

To  precheinge  and  to  schole  eke  of  clergie 
Bot  if  it  like  ynto  fla  compaignie 
.1.  wil  jowe  of  a  Somnour  tel  a  game 
Parde  .1.  nude  wele  knowe  be  ^i  name  1280 

[»t  of  no  somnour  mai  no  good  be  seide 
.1.  pnde  )>at  none  of  30we  be  ynel  apaide 
A  Sonmot^r  is  a  romer  vp  and  doune 
WiJ)  a  mendement  of  fomicacioune  1284 

And  is  .L-bette  att  euery  tonnes  ende 
Owre  ])an  spake  a  sir  ^q  scholde  be  hende 
And  cnrteis  as  man  of  30ure  astate 

In  compaignie  we  wil  no  debate  1288 

Telle^  jonre  tale  and  latej)  ^e  somenour  be 
Kaie  quod  Sonmour  late  him  sei  to  me 
What  so  him  liste  whan  it  come]>  to  my  lote 
Be  god  .1.  schal  him  qwite  euery  grote .  1292 

I  schaH  him  teti  whiche  a  grete  honot^r  [karioa,  back] 

It  is  to  be  [a]  flateringe  limitour 
And  of  ful  mony  anoJ)er  crime 

Whiche  nedej)e  nouht  rehersen  att  ^is  time  1296 

And  his  office  X  schal  him  tell  .I.-wis 
Owre  oste  answard  pees  no  more  of  jjis 
And  afterwarde  he  seide  vn-to  f e  frere 
Tel  forf  e  30wre  tale  my  leue  mayster  dere .  1300 

Explicit  prologuB . 

LANSDOWNB   860  (6  T.  87l) 


8IX-TKXT  372 

SBOUP  S.  I  4,  fbiab's  talh.  Luudowne  HS, 


Inoipit  £abnla .  [«  tev-m,  »<><*] 

fhilom  ^ere  irae  dvelinge  in  myne  contra 
An  Arche-deken  a  man  of  hihe  degra 
That  boldelj  dide  ezecacion 
In  poDe&chiuge  of  fomicocione  1304 

Of  whiche  craft  and  eke  of  baudrye 
Of  difiAinacion  arul  avowtrie 
Of  cherche  renes  and  ot  teetamentes 

Of  contractes  and  of  lac  of  socramentes  1308 

Of  vsoiy  and  of  Simony  also 
Bot  cert«s  Lychoores  dede  he  grettest  woo 
Thei  Beholden  emge  if  fei  wet  hente 

And  amale  tijtera  weren  fowls  echeute  1312 

If  any  perwm  wolde  vpon  hei)i  pleiue 
Thera  myht  Orfsbert  him  no  pccimiale  peyae 
Foi  emale  ti^  and  eke  emale  oSringe 
He  maade  ^  peple  spitosly  to  singe  1316 

For  or  pe  bischop  canht  hem  ytip  his  hoke 
Thei  were  in  )ra  Arche-decanee  boke 
And  ^n  hadde  he  ^oruhe  his  Inrdicttcoie 
Power  to  done  on  hem  Cortectione  1320 

He  had  a  Bomnonre  redj  to  his  hand 
A  fllyhere  boye  was  none  in  yngelande 
For  Sotely  he  had  his  especioile 

That  tanht  him  where  he  myht  araUe  1324 

He  cou)>e  spare  of  lychonis  one  or  tao 
To  techen  him  to  foure  ■  and  twenty  mo 
fibr  ^ohe  pie  Bonmour  woode  were  as  an  hare 
To  tel  hiB  harlotry  .1.  wil  noujt  epare  132S 
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If  ))at  96  happed  to  com  in  to  owre  achiie 

It  schal  be  ])ine  riht  as  ]>oa  wilt  desire 

Gremercie  quod  fia  Somnour  be  my  feijie 

Euez-icbe  in  o^eis  bonde  ber  tiou)>  ley])e  140-1 

For  to  be  swore  brej)er  to  f  ei  deye 

And  wi^  ])at  worde  pei  ride  forfe  per  weie 

fia  somnoz/r  wij)  ])at  was  as  fnl  of  langles 

As  foli  of  yenym  be  ])is  wereangles  1408 

And  euere  enquireinge  ypon  euery  ^inge 

Bro]>er  quod  he  where  is  jonie  dwelynge 

Ano]>er  daie  if  .1.  schal  30U  secbe 

]?is  joman  him  ansewarde  in  soft  speche  1412 

Bro^e[r]  q«^  be  fer  in  fe  nor))e  cuntre 

Where  as  .L  hope  some  time  .1.  schal  ^e  se 

Ar  we  depaite  .1.  schal  fe  so  wel  wisse 

^at  of  myne  bous  schalt  ^on  nener  mysse  1416 

Now  broker  quod  f  is  Somenour  .L  jow  preie 

Teche  me  while  we  riden  be  fe  weie . 

Sen  ^at  30  be  a  baillif  as  am  .1.  Umt  um] 

Som  snbtilite  tel  me  fei])fully  1420 

In  myne  office  bow  J>at  .1.  maie  most  winne 

And  spare  noitht  for  conscience  ne  sinne 

Bot  as  my  broker  tel  me  howe  do  je 

Kowe  be  my  trew))e  bro])er  dere  seide  be  1424 

As  .1.  schal  tellen  ^e  a  fai]>ful  tale 

My  wage  buen  ful  streite  and  smale 

My  lorde  is  harde  to  me  and  dangerous 

And  myne  Office  ful  laborous  1428 

And  J)ere-fore  be  extorcions  .1.  leue 

For  so])e  .1.  al  ^at  men  wil  me  jeue 

Afigate  be  sleiht  or  violence 

Frome  jere  to  jere  .L  winne  al  my  dispence  1432 

.1.  kan  no  better  tellen  faij)fully 

Now  sertes  quod  Somnour  so  fare  .L 

.1.  spare  nouht  to  taken  god  it  wote 

Bot  if  it  be  to  heuy  or  to  bote  1436 
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What  .1.  maye  gette  in  CounaeiH  pnuely 

No  manare  consciens  of  f&t  haue  .1. 

Ner  mye  extoicion  .1.  myht  not  leuen 

Of  suche  Tapes  wil  .1.  nouht  bu  schreuen  1440 

For  stomak  ne  for  conscience  knowe  .L  none 

.1.  sclirewe  ])is  schrift  faders  euerychone 

Wele  be  we  mette  be  god  and  be  seint  lame 

Bot  leue  brojier  tel  me  ]>an  ])i  name  1444 

Quod  ^is  Somnot^r  in  fia  mene  while 

This  joman  gan  a  litel  for  to  smyle 

BroJ)er  quod  he  wil  towe  ^at  .1.  fe  teH 

.1.  am  a  steue  my  dwellinge  is  in  heH  1448 

And  here  .1.  ride  aboute  my  purchasinge 

To  witte  if  men  wil  3eue  me  any  }mge 

Mi  pnrchache  is  to  fett  al  my  rent 

Looke  howe  ^oa  ridest  for  fe  same  entent  1452 

To  winne  good  )>oa  rekkest  neuer  howe 

Eiht  so  fare  .1.  for  ride  wolde  .1.  nowe 

In  to  ))e  werldes  ende  for  a  preie 

A  qttod  }ia  somnour  Benedicite  what  ^e  seie  1456 

.1.  wende  je  were  a  joman  trewly 

3e  haue  a  mannes  schappe  as  wel  as  .1. 

Haue  je  fsji  a  figure  determinate 

In  hel  ^er  je  bene  in  ^oure  astate .  1460 

Kai  certainly  quod  he  )>are  haue  we  none  nMfiM,iMcL] 

Bot  whan  ts  likejie  we  can  tak  ys  one 

Or  elles  make  30U  some  we  bene  schape 

Som  tim  a  man  or  lyke  an  hape  1464 

Or  lyke  an  angel  can  .1.  ride  or  goo 

It  is  no  wonder  ^inge  )>ouhe  it  be  soo 

A  lousy  logelour  can  disceyue  ^e 

And  p^e  )it  can  .1.  mor  craft  fan  he  1468 

Whi  quod  fis  Somnot^r  Hide  ^e  fan  or  gone 

In  Sondre  schappe  and  nouht  alweie  one 

For  we  quod  he  wil  vs  suche  forme  make 

As  most  able  is  oure  preis  to  take  1472 
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What  make^  ^owe  to  hane  al  )>i8  laboure 

Fal  mony  a  cause  leue  sir  Sonmour 

Seid  pia  fende  bot  al  ))inge  hafe  time 

fe  dale  is  schort  and  it  is  passed  pr/me  1476 

And  jit  ne  wann  .1.  no  )>inge  in  ]>is  dale 

J.  wil  entend  to  wynynge  if  .1.  maie 

And  nonht  entende  onre  wittes  to  declare 

For  broiler  myne  ^i  Tfitte  is  al  to  bare  1480 

To  ynderstonde  ]>ouIie  .1.  tolde  hem  ^e 

Bot  for  pou  axest  whi  labour  we 

For  sum  time  we  bue  goddes  instrumentz 

And  mennes  to  done  his  commandementz  1484 

Whan  y&i  him  ypon  his  creatures 

In  diuerse  attes  and  in  diuers  figures 

Wi]K)uten  him  we  haue  no  myht  certaine 

If  l^at  him  lust  stande  per  ajeine  1488 

And  sum  tym  att  oura  preie  haue  we  leue 

Onely  fe  body  and  nouht  ^e  soule  greue 

Wittenes  on  lob  whom  ]>at  we  deden  woo 

And  sumtyme  haue  we  myht  of  bo^e  tuo  1492 

This  to  seine  of  soule  and  body  eke 

And  som  time  we  buen  suffered  for  to  done  seke 

Ypon  a  man  and  do  his  soule  vnrest 

iKouht  his  body  and  al  is  for  ^e  best  1496 

Whan  he  wi^stonde|»  oure  temptacione 

It  is  a  cause  of  saluacione 

Al  be  it  ]>at  it  was  noujt  owre  entent 

He  scholde  be  saue  bot  ])at  we  wold  him  bent  1500 

And  some  tim  be  we  seruant  yn-to  a  man 

As  pe  Erchebysschope  sei|»e  Dunstan 

And  to  pe  Aposteles  saruant  was  .L  Dm^  io5] 

jit  tett  me  quod  Somnour  fei]>fully  1504 

Maake  je  jowe  bodys  J)us  al  wey 

Of  Elementes  ]>e  fende  seid  naye 

Som  time  we  feine  and  sum  time  we  nse 

"Wijy  dede  bodies  in  ful  sundre  wyse  1508 
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And  speke  as  renably  faire  and  "wele 

As  to  J)e  pbitonessa  did  Samuele 

And  3it  \nl  sum  men  sale  it  was  nouht  he 

.1.  do  no  fors  of  30ure  diuinite  1512 

Bot  0  ))inge  wame  .1.  J)e  .1.  wil  noulit  lape 

Thoa  wilt  algates  wite  howe  we  be  schape 

Thon  schalt  ber-after-ward  my  brofer  dere 

Come  where  J)e  nedej)  not  of  me  to  lore  1616 

For  J)Ou  schalt  be  J)in  owen  experience 

Com  in  to  )>e  chaier  to  rede  J>is  sentence 

Better  J)an  virgile  while  he  was  on  lyue 

Or  dante  also  nowe  lat  vs  ride  belyue  1520 

For  .1.  wil  holde  company  wi]>  f  e 

Til  it  be  so  J)at  ))ou  for-sake  me 

Naie  qwod  Somnowr  ]>at  schal  not  be-tide 

.1.  am  a  ^oman  knowe  is  ful  wide  1524 

Mi  tTou)>e  wil  .1.  holdc  to  ]>e  as  in  J^is  caas 

For  ]>eih  ^ow.  were  |)e  deuel  Sathanas 

My  trouf  e  wiH  .1.  holde  to  my  brof  er 

As  .1.  am  swome  and  iche  of  vs  to  of  ere  1528 

For  to  be  trewe  brofer  in  f is  caas 

And  broker  wee  goon  to  owre  purchas 

Take  f  n  f  i  part  what  men  wil  ]>e  ^eue 

And  .1.  schal  myne  fus  maye  we  bofe  leuen  1532 

And  if  J)at  any  of  vs  bane  more  fan  ofer 

lat  him  be  trewe  and  part  it  wif  his  brof  er 

.1.  graunt  qwod  fe  deuel  be  my  feye 

And  wif  fat  worde  fei  reden  forfe  feire  weie  1536 

And  riht  att  f  e  entringe  of  f  e  tonnes  ende 

To  whiche  f  e  somnotir  schope  him  for  to  wende 

He  sawhe  a  cart  fat  charged  was  wif  haye 

Whiche  fat  a  carter  droue  forf  on  his  waye  1540 

Dep  was  f  e  way  for  whyche  f  e  cart  stode 

f  is  carter  smote  and  striued  as  he  war  woode 

Heyt  brok  heyt  scotte  what  spare  we  fore  f e  stones 

The  fende  quod  he  30we  fette  bofe  bodi  and  bones      1544 
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As  ferfoT)>l7  as  eaer  were  je  folde  pMf  im^  tack] 

So  mache  woo  as  .1.  haae  for  jowe  ])oled 

The  deuel  haue  al  bo))e  hora  and  carte  amf  haye 

Thonlit  )>i8  Somnour  here  schal  we  haue  a  pleie  1548 

And  nere  ^e  fende  he  drouhe  as  nouhten  were 

An  fill  pn'uely  ronned  in  his  ere 

Herken  my  bro])er  herken  be  fi  feife 

Heies  ^u  noaht  howe  )>e  carter  sei)>e  1552 

Hent  it  a-none  for  he  ha))  jenen  it  )>e 

Bo)>e  heye  and  carte  and  eke  his  caples  yre 

Nay  quod  fe  deuel  god  wote  neuer  a  dele 

It  is  nouht  his  entent  trust  me  wele  1556 

Ax  him  ^i  self  if  ]>ou  trowest  not  me 

Or  eUes  stinte  a  while  and  ^u  schalt  see 

This  Carter  )>akkes  his  hora  on  ^e  croupe 

And  )>ei  be-gonne  to  drawe  and  to  stoupe  1560 

Heyte  nowe  qitod  he  )>at  ihera  criste  jow  blisse 

And  al  his  hondewerke  bo^  more  and  lisse 

feA  was  my  faire  lyarde  boye 

And  .1.  praie  god  saue  fe  and  seinte  loye  1564 

Nowe  is  my  carte  oute  of  ])e  slouhe  parde 

Lo  broker  quod  fe  fende  what  tolde  .1.  fe 

He[re]  male  je  se  myne  owen  dere  bro))er 

])e  carle  spak  o  ^inge  bot  he  )>ouht  ano]>er  1568 

Latt  YS  go  for])e  abouten  owre  viage . 

Here  wynne  .1.  no  |»inge  vpon  cariage 

Whan  ^ei  com  somwhat  oute  of  ]>e  toune 

This  Somnour  to  his  broker  gan  roune  1572 

Bro])er  quod  he  here  wonne))  an  olde  rebek 

^at  hadde  al-moste  as  leue  to  lese  here  neke 

As  for  to  jeue  a  peny  of  hire  goode 

.1.  wil  haue  tuelue  pens  |»oulie  ]>at  sche  be  wode  1576 

Or  .1.  wil  somone  hire  to  oure  Office 

And  ^it  god  woote  of  hire  know  .1.  no  vice 

Bot  for  pou  canst  nouht  as  in  ^is  countre 

"Wynne  pi  coste  take  here  ensample  of  me  158C 
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This  Somnovr  clepe)>  att  ^e  wydouee  gate 

Come  owte  he  seide  ])ou  olde  veritate 

•L  troue  ^u  hast  sum  frere  or  preste  wij)  ])e 

Who  clepef  seide  fis  wif  benedicite  1584 

God  sane  3owe  sire  what  is  901110  swete  wil 

.1.  haue  qjiod  he  a  somons  of  pe  here  a  bil 

Yp  peine  of  Curseinge  loke  ^at  ^u  be  ci«ftf  loe] 

To  morwe  to-for  OTnre  Archidiacane  kne  1588 

To  anseward  to  ^e  Courte  of  certeine  ]>iiige8 

Kow  quod  sche  lorde  ih^^n  criste  kinge  of  kinges 

So  wissely  helpe  me  as  .1.  ne  male 

.1.  haae  hue  seke  and  ^at  fal  mony  a  daie  1592 

.1.  maye  nouht  so  ferre  go  quod  sche  ne  ride 

Bot  .1.  be  dede  so  prike^  it  in  my  side 

May  .1.  noujt  ax  a  libel  sir  Somonour 

And  anseware  ^e  by  my  procatonre  1596 

To  sache  a  ^inge  as  men  wolden  aposen  me 

3is  quod  fia  Somonour  paie  anone  latt  se 

Tuelue  pens  to  me .  and  .1.  wil  pe  acquite 

I  schal  no  profett  bane  per-hj  bot  lite  1600 

Mi  maister  hajie  ^e  prophet  and  not  .1. 

Com  pf  and  late  me  riden  hastili 

3eue  me  tnelue  pens  .1.  maie  no  longer  tarie 

Taelue  quod  sche  ladi  seint  Marie  1604 

So  wisely  helpe  out  of  care  and  sinne 

J)is  wide  worlde  ^ouhe  ^at  .1.  schold  it  wynne 

Xe  haue  .1.  nojt  tuelue  pens  wij)-in  myne  holde 

3e  knowen  wele  ]>at  J.  am  pouer  and  olde  1608 

Kjpe  joure  Almos  on  me  pou«re  wrecche 

Kay  ^an  qtu>d  he  foule  fende  me  fecche 

If  .1.  pQ  excuse  if  )>ou  scholdest  be  spilte 

Alas  qvod  sche  god  wote  .L  haue  no  gilte  1612 

Pay  me  quod  he  or  be  ^e  swete  Anne 

As  .1.  wil  here  awaie  ^i  newe  panne 

For  dett  whicbe  pon  owest  me  of  olde 

Whan  ^ou  madest  ^in  hosbonde  kokewolde  1616 
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.1.  paied  att  home  for  ])i  correccioun 

Thou  lext  quod  sche  be  my  saluacioun 

Ne  was  .1.  neaer  or  now  wedowe  ne  wif 

Somned  in-to  joure  court  in  al  my  lif  1620 

l^e  neaer  .L  was  bot  of  my  body  trewe 

To  pQ  deuel  blake  and  roohe  of  hewe 

$if  I.  J)i  body .  and  my  panne  also 

And  whan  J)e  deuel  herd  hir  curs  so  1624 

Ypon  hir  knes  he  seid  in  ^is  maner 

Now  Mable  myne  owen  moder  dere 

es  J)is  ^owre  wil  in  emest  pat  ^e  seie 

The  deuel  quod  sche  fette  him  ar  he  deie .  1628 

And  panne  and  al  but  he  witi  him  repent  [knf  loe^taa] 

Kaie  olde  stote  ^at  is  nou^t  myne  entent 

Quod  J)is  Somnot/r  for  to  repent  me 

For  any  finge  J)at  .1.  haue  hadde  of  )>ee  1632 

.1.  wolde  .1.  hadde  ^i  smokke  and  e\iery  clo^e 

Kowe  bro^ere  quod  pe  deuel  be  nouht  wro|»e 

This  body  and  p\a  panne  is  my  be  riht 

Thou  schalt  wi])  me  to  heti:  ^ut  to-nyht  1636 

Where  J)ou  schalt  know  of  oure  pnuete 

More  ^an  a  maistre  of  diuiTitte . 

And  wip  pai  worde  ^is  foule  fende  him  hente 

Body  and  soule  he  wij)  pe  deuel  went  1640 

Where  ^at  Somnours  han  her  heritage 

And  god  psit  maad  after  his  ymage 

Mankinde  saue  and  gide  vs  al  and  sume 

An  leue  ])is  Somnour  good  man  to  be-come  1G44 

Lordinges  .1.  cou])e  haue  tolde  ^oue  quod  pis  frere 

Hadde  .1.  had  leiser  for  ])is  Somnoi^r  here 

After  ^e  tixt  Crist  Poule  and  lohti 

And  of  oure  o])er  doctours  mony  on  1648 

Suche  peines  )>at  joure  hert  myht  a-grise 

Albeit  so  no  tunge  maie  devise 

])ouht  ]>at  .1.  myht  a  J^ousand  wynter  tell 

^e  peyne  of  pilke  corsid  house  of  heti'  1652 
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JBot  for  to  kepe  us  fro  ))at  cursed  place 
Wakef  and  prayej)  ihe^u  for  his  grace 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

Herkene))  fiB  word  be  war  as  in  ])is  caas  1656 

The  lion  sitte  in  his  awaite  alweie 

To  sle  pQ  Innocent  if  J)at  he  maie 

Dispose))  aje  3oaTe  hertes  to  wi]>-8tonde 

The  fende  )>at  jowe  wold  make  preB.  and  honde  1660 

He  maie  nouht  tempten  ^owe  over  3owre  myht 

For  criste  wil  be  ^oure  champion  and  knyht 

And  praie]>  ^at  fiB  somnot^r  him  repent 

Of  his  mesedede  ar  ^at  ]>e  fende  hem  hent  1664 

Explicit  fEtbnla  i 
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Incipit  pffit>logu#  aparitorii     cm  i^im,  tai*] 

JL.    Ypon  fiB  frete  his  hert  was  bo  wode 
])at  like  an  haspen  lef  he  qnoke  for  ire 
Lordeinges  quod  he  hot  o  ]>iiige  .L  desire  1668 

•I.  jowe  be-seche  y&i  of  joure  curtesie 
8e])  ^e  haue  herd  ^is  fals  frere  lye 

As  sufEte))  me  J.  maie  a  tale  teH  dm^iot] 

This  frere  boste))  |»at  he  knowe))  heU:  1672 

As  god  wote  )iat  is  litel  wonder 
Freres  and  fendes  ben  hot  litel  in  sunder 
For  parde  30  hane  oft  time  herd  teli 
How  ])at  a  frere  ranisshed  was  in  hett  1676 

In  spiret  ones  be  a  yisione 
And  as  Angel  led  him  vp  and  downe 
To  schewen  him  ^e  peynes  ^t  ]>ere  were 
In  al  )>e  place  sawe  he  non3t  a  frere  1680 

Of  o]>er  folke  he  sawe  j-nowe  in  woo 
Ynto  yis  Angel  spak  ]>e  firere  ]>oo 
Now  sir  quod  he  hane  freres  suche  grace 
)>at  none  of  hem  schal  com  in-to  pis  place  1684 

jis  quod  fia  Anngel  mony  a  melione 
And  vn-to  Sathanas  he  had  him  adoune 
And  now  ha^  Sathanas  sai))  he  taile 
Bradder  ^an  of  ^[e]  Carrik  is  ])e  seile  1688 

Holde  yp  ^i  taile  p\x  Sathanas  quod  he 
Schewe  for]>e  )>in  erse  and  let  jje  fi^re  se 
Where  is  ^e  nest  of  &eres  in  ^is  place 
And  ar  J)at  halue  a  forlonge  waie  of  space  1692 
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Biht  so  as  heea  swarme  oute  of  an  hive 

Owte  of  ^e  deuels  era  ]>ei  gon  drive 

twenty  ])ousand  freres  on  a  lowte 

And  fovLtkt  hett  swarme  al  aboute  1696 

An  comen  a^eine  als  fast  as  J)ei  male  gone 

And  in  his  bars  yei  crepen  eaerychone 

He  clapped  his  taile  a-^eine  and  leye  stiti: 

This  &ere  whan  he  loked  had  his  fill  1700 

Ypon  )>is  tonnentes  ypon  ^is  sor  place 

His  spirit  god  lestored  of  his  grace 

Ynto  his  body  ajeine  mid  he  awoke 

Bot  na^eles  for  fere  jit  he  qwoke  1701 

8o  was  deueles  ars  aie  in  his  mynde 

fat  is  his  heritage  of  veirai  kinde 

(xod  sane  joue  al  sane  ^is  curse  frere 

My  prologe  wil  .1.  ende  in  ^is  Manere .  1708 

Explicit/  prolog^. 
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Indpit/  fiibnla  aparitoris  cm  ut^rivn 

Ordeynges  J)«re  is  in  ^orke-schire  as  .1.  gesse 
A  merschy  contre  called  holdemesse 
In  whiche  ]>eTe  went  a  limitour  a-boute . 
To  preche  and  eke  to  bigge  it  is  no  doute  Dfm.bk] 

And  BO  be-feii  ))at  on  a  daie  ^is  frere  1713 

Hadde  precbed  alt  ]^e  cherche  in  ]>iB  manere 

And  specialy  aboue  euery  J>inge 

He  excited  ^e  peple  in  his  precbeinge  1716 

To  trentals  aiid  for  goddes  saake 

])eie-wij)e  men  mibte  holy  bouses  maake 

l^eie  as  deuyne  s^roice  is  bonoored 

l^ou3t  ^ere  as  is  wasted  and  deuonred  1720 

Ke  ]>ere  it  nede|»  noubt  for  to  be  3ene 

As  to  possessioners  J)at  maie  elles  leue 

)>ankede  be  god  in  wele  and  abundance 

Trentals  seide  be  deliuer];  fro  penance  1724 

Here  frendes  soule  as  wele  olde  and  jonge 

If  ^at  ^ei  bien  bastely  songe 

Noubt  for  to  bolde  a  preste  lolif  and  gale 

He  singe]>  not  bot  o  messe  on  a  daie  1728 

Deliuerd  oute  anone  ^e  soules 

Ful  barde  it  is  wij)  flescbebokes  or  wit7t  oules 

Nowe  spede  jowe  bastely  for  cristes  sake  1732 

To  kepe  30 we  fro  ))e  peines  of  J)e  fendes  blake  1731 

And  wban  ])e  frore  badde  seide  al  bis  entente 

Wij)  qui  cum  patre  for]>e  be  wente 

Wban  folke  in  cburcbe  bad  jeue  bim  wbat  bem  lest 

He  went  bis  waie  no  lon^^r  wolde  be  rest  1736 
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Wif  scrippe  and  tipped  staf  tokked  ful  hihe 

In  euery  .  hous  lie  gan  to  poure  and  pr/e 

And  begge]>  mele  or  chiese  or  elles  come 

HIb  felowe  had  a  istaf  tipped  wip  home  1740 

A  peire  of  tables  of  yvory 

And  a  pointel  polisched  fetusly 

And  wrote  )>e  names  alweie  as  he  stode 

Of  euery  folke  fat  ^aue  hem  any  goode  1744 

Askaunse  J)at  he  wolde  for  hem  preie 

jeue  ys  a  boschel  wete  malte  or  rie 

A  goddes  kechel  or  a  trep  of  chese 

Or  elles  what  jowe  lest  we  maie  nouhte  chese  1748 

A  goddes  halpenye  or  a  mespeny 

Or  jeue  ys  of  joare  branne  if  ^e  haue  any 

A  dogon  of  joure  blanket  leue  dame 

Lo  suster  dere  lo  here  .1.  write  joure  name  1752 

Bacon  or  befe  or  suche  fringe  as  ^e  iinde 

A  stordy  harlote  went  hem  aie  be-hinde  pMf  loe] 

j>at  was  he  osteman  and  bare  a  sakke 

And  what  men  jaue  hem  laide  on  his  bakke  1756 

And  he  was  out  att  ^e  dore  anone 

He  pleyned  awaie  pe  names  eu^rychon 

pB.t  he  be-fore  had  wreten  in  his  tables 

He  serued  hem  wip  nifles  and  vrif  fables  1760 

Nay  pere  J)oa  lext  ]>ou  Somnour  qiiod  pe  frere 

Pes  quod  oure  host  for  cristo/  moder  dere 

Tel  for]>  ^i  tale  Spare  it  nouht  att  al 

8o  ]>riue  .1.  quod  ]>e  Somnour  so  .1.  schal  1764 

So  longe  he  went  hous  be  hous  q7/od  he 

Til  he  come  to  an  hous  per  he  was  wonte  to  be 

Eefressched  more  yai  in  an  hundrej)  place 

Seke  laye  bonde  man  wos  pe  place  ^  v  i*  •eratdu  omo 

And  ypon  a  couche  lowe  he  laye 

Deus  hie  quod  he  0  Thomas  frende  good  daie 

Seide  p\B  frere  curtasly  and  soft 

Thomas  seide  he  god  ^elde  ^owe  ful  oft  1772 
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Ha^e  .L  ypon  ^  benche  fare  wele 

Here  haue  J.  ete  mony  a  meiy  mele 

And  fro  fe  benche  he  drove  a-waie  pe  catt 

And  laide  adoune  his  potent  and  his  hatt  1776 

And  eke  his  Bciipe  and  eett  him  soft  adoune 

His  felowe  was  go  walked  in  pe  toune 

For^  wi^  his  knane  in-to  ^at  hoetlezie 

Where  as  he  schope  him  )>ilke  nyht  to  lyo  1780 

O  dere  maister  quod  fiB  seke  man 

Howe  haue  )e  fine .  aep  marche  be-gan 

•I.  sanhe  jou  nooht  pis  fourtenyht  and  moie 

God  wote  quod  he  labouide  haue  .L  ful  sore  1784 

And  spedali  for  J)in  salnacione 

Haue  .L  seide  mony  a  precious  orisone 

And  for  onre  opete  frendes  god  hem  blesse 

•L  hane  to^laie  done  at  joure  cherche  a  meese  1788 

And  seide  a  seremon  after  my  simple  witte 

Kouht  al  after  pe  text  of  holy  wrytte 

For  it  is  haide  to  ^owe  as  .1.  suppose 

Thei>fore .  wil  .1.  tefi  al  )>e  glose  1792 

Glosinge  is  a  glorious  ]>inge  certeine 

For  letter  sle])e  so  as  derkes  seine 

Ther  haue  .1.  tauht  hem  to  be  charitable . 

And  spende  here  goode  pete  it  resonable    D«fUM^bMk]  1796 

^ere  .1.  sauhe  oure  dame  a  where  is  sche 

3onde  in  pe  jerde  .1.  trowe  sche  be 

Seide  fia  man  and  sche  wil  come  anone 

£y  Maister  welcome  be  30  be  seint  lohfi  1800 

Seide  pia  wif  howe  fare  30  hertly 

pe  frere  neep  yp  fed  curtasly 

And  her  *  enbrase])  in  his  armes  narwe 

And  kisse^  hir  swete  and  chirke]>  as  a  sparowe  1804 

Wi)>  his  lippes  f  dam  quod  he  liht  wele 

As  he  ^at  is  joure  sdruant  euerydele 

I-)>onkede  be  god  ])at  30W  ^af  soule  and  lif 

)it  eawe  .L  nouht  to-daie  so  faire  a  wif  1808 
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In  al  ^  cherclie  so  god  *  saue  me 

3e  god  amend  defautes  sire  quod  sche 

Algaies  welcom  be  je  be  my  faye 

Grannt  Meici  dame  ^is  haue  .1.  foiinde  al  weie  1812 

Bot  of  jouie  grete  goodenes  be  jowre  leue 

.1.  wolde  praie  joue  ]>at  30  not  jowe  greue 

.1.  wil  *  wi^  tbomas  speke  a  litel  ^owe 

^is  Curates  bnen  ful  necligent  and  slowe  1816 

To  gropen  tenderly  a  consciens 

In  schrifb  and  in  precheinge  is  my  diligence 

And  stody  in  peters  wordes  and  in  ponies 

•L  walke  and  fische  men  sooles  1820 

To  )elden  ihesu.  criste  his  propre  rent 

To  sprede  his  wordes  .1.  sett  al  myne  entent 

Kow  be  joure  lene  0  dero  sir  q!^  see 

Chide])  him  wele  for  god  in  trinite  1824. 

He  is  as  Angry  as  a  pismyre 

3eihe  ]>at  he  haue  al  ^at  he  can  desire 

f&he  .1.  him  wrye  a  nyht  and  make  him  waime 

And  ooere  him  laye  my  legge  or  m3me  Aime  1828 

He  grone])  like  owre  bore  groneinge  in  his  stye 

O^er  disport  of  him  liht  none  haue  .1. 

.L  maie  nouht  plesen  him  in  no  maner  caas 

•leo  Yons  die  treschier  &  bien  amy  o  thomas  1832 

fia  make)>  )>e  fende  it  most  hue  amended 

Ire  is  a  ^inge  ^at  hihe  god  defended 

And  ^re-of  wil  .1.  speke  a  worde  or  tuo 

Kowe  Maister  quod  fe  wif  ar  ]>at  .1.  go  1836 

What  wil  je  dyne  .1.  wil  go  pere  aboute 

Kowe  dame  quod  he  le  yons  dy  sanz  doute  Vmtwn 

Hane .  note  of  a  capon  bot  ]>e  liaere 

And  of  30nre  soft  brede  bot  a  schineie  1840 

And  after  ^t  a  rosted  pigges  hede 

Bot  ]>at  .L  wold  for  me  no  beste  wore  dede 

fan  hadde  .1.  wi)>  jowe  holy  sufficeance 

.L  am  a  man  of  litel  sustinance  1844 
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Mi  spirte  is  fosteid  in  fe  bible 

pe  body  is  aie  so  redy  and  penyble 

To  wake  fnt  my  stomak  ia  destruyed 

.1.  prei  30we  dame  ]>at  30  be  nouht  anoy^ed  1848 

)}oube  .1.  so  frendely  my  counsel  schewe 

Be  god  .1.  wold  nouht  teil  it  bot  a  fewe 

Kowe  sire  quod  sche  bot  a  worde  ar  .1.  goo 

My  cMlde  is  dede  wi^in  fes  wekes  tuo  1852 

Sene  ^at  36  went  oute  of  f\a  towne 

His  def  sawe  .1.  be  reuelacione 

Sei]>e  ^is  firere  att  borne  in  owre  dortouure 

.L  dar  wele  sein  ere  ]>an  halue  an  houre  1856 

After  his  de]>  .1.  sawhe  borne  to  blisse 

In  myne  avison  so  god  me  wisse 

So  dede  ouro  sexteine  and  oure  fermourere 

Jyat  haue  bue  trewe  freres  .1.  3ere  1860 

fei  maie  nowe  god  be  Ranked  of  his  lone 

Maken  her  lubile  and  walken  alone . 

And  yp  he  ros  and  al  oure  couent  eke 

Wi^  mony  a  tere  trillinge  on  my  cheke  1864 

Wi]M)wten  noyes  or  clateringe  of  belles 

Te  deum  was  owre  sange  and  no  )>inge  elles 

Saue  put  to  crist  .1.  saide  an  orison 

Thonkeinge  him  of  his  reuelacione  1 808 

For  Bir .  and  dame  treste]^  me  riht  wele 

Oure  orisons  bene  mor  esprituele 

And  more  we  see  of  cristes  secre  ^inges 

Than  burel  folke  [Jiou3e  ^i  were  kynges 

To  lyue  in  pouert  and  in  abstinaunce 

And  borelle  folke]  in  reches  and  wynynges^ 

In  mete  and  drinke  and  in  hire  foule  delite 

We  haue  ^is  werldes  lust  al  in  despite 

Lazar  and  diues  leueden  diuersly 

And  diners  guerdone  had  ]>ei  ]>ere-bye 

Who  so  wil  praie  he  mot  fast  and  be  clene 

And  fatte  his  soule  and  mak  his  bodi  lene  1880 
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We  fare  as  sei^e  pe  poetle  clo]?e  and  foode 

Boffise^  Ys  fouhe  fei  bo  nouht  gode  pMf  109,  b^k] 

The  clennes  and  fe  fasteinges  of  vs  freres 

Make])  ^at  crist  accepte)^  oure  preiers  1884 

Lo  Moyses  .xl.  dales  aiid  .xl.  nyht 

Fasted  or  pat  hihe  god  of  miht 

Spak  wi)}  him  in  fe  moiinte  of  Synay 

Wi]>  empty  wombe  fastinge  mony  a  day  1888 

Eeceyued  he  ye  lawe  ])at  was  wreten 

Wif  goddes  finger  and  helthe  wel  je  weten 

In  ^e  mount  or  er  he  any  speche 

Wipe  pe  hihe  god  )>at  is  oure  Hues  leche  1892 

He  &sted  longe  and  was  in  contemplance 

And  aaron  ^at  had  ^e  temple  of  god  in  Gouamance 

And  eke  J^at  ojre  pnstes  eufry-chone 

In-to  ^e  temple  whan  ^ei  schold  gone  1896 

To  prcie  for  pe  peple  and  do  sendee 

])ei  wold  nou3  dringen  in  no  manure  wise 

No  diinke  whiche  ^at  miht  hem  drunke  make 

Bot  euer  in  abstinens  to  preie  and  wak  1900 

Lest  ]?at  ))ei  deide  take  hede  what  .1.  seie 

Bot  ^ei  be  sobre  ^at  for  pe  peple  preie 

Ware  ^at  I.  seie  no  more  for  it  suffisit  1903 

Oure  lorde  ihesvLs^  as  holy  god  deuisit  \}  MS  ihuo] 

^enep  vs  ensample  of  fastinge  and  of  preiers 

fer-for  we  amende  fautes  we  pou^re  freres 

Bene  wedded  to  pouerf  and  to  contenence 

To  charite  humblenesse  a7id  also  pacience  1908 

Persecucione  for  rihtwisnesse 

To  wepeinge  misericord  and  clennesse 

And  f  ere-for  may  30  se  ^at  oure  preyers 

.1.  speke  of  vs  me  vendinant  freres  1912 

Bene  to  pe  hihe  god  more  acceptable 

))an  joures  wi])  3oure  fest  att  pe  table 

For  paradise  first  if  .1.  schal  noulit  lye 

Was  man  out  chased  for  his  glotonye  1916 
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An  chaste  was  man  in  paradise  certeine 

Bott  herken  fere  what  .1.  schal  seine 

.L  haue  no  text  of  ]>at  as  .L  sappose 

Bot  .1.  schal  finde  it  in  a  maner  glose  1920 

^at  speciali  onie  swete  loide  ihenis^  [^  M8  ihc] 

Spak  Jms  be  yeise  whan  he  seid  ]>us 

Blissed  be  fei  ]>at  pouer  in  spirit  baen . 

And  so  for)M  al  ^  gospel  maie  je  seen  [iMif  uo}      1924 

Where  it  be  like  ouie  professione 

Or  her  )>at  swenunen  in  possessione 

Yje  on  here  pompe  and  on  her  glotonye 

And  for  here  lewdenes  .1.  hem  defye  1928 

Me  ]>enke^  J^ei  ben  like  louynyan 

Fatt  as  a  whal  and  walkinge  and  as  a  swan 

As  vinolent  as  a  hotel  in  ^e  spense 

Her  praier  is  fol  of  grete  reuerence  1932 

Whan  pel  for  sowles  seine  pe  psalme  of  Dauit 

Lo  buf  fei  seine  Cor  menm  Eractauit 

Who  folowe])  ciistes  gospel  and  his  lore 

Bot  we  ^at  humble  be  chast  and  pouer  1936 

Werkes  of  goddes  worde  and  eke  auditoures 

There-fore  riht  as  an  hauke  ripe  att  a  sores 

Yp  springej^e  in-to  fe  eyre  riht  preiers 

Of  charitable  and  chast  besy  freres  1940 

Makene  here  sores  to  goddes  eren  and  hoo 

Thomas  fere-foi  so  must  .1.  ride  or  goo 

And  be  ^at  god  ^at  cleped  is  seint  lue 

Nere  ^ou  owre  broj^er  scholdest  ]k>u  nojt  prpxe  1944 

In  owre  chapetre  prei  we  dale  and  nyht 

To  crist  ]>at  he  sende  ^e  hele  and  myht 

Thi  body  for  to  welden  hastely 

God  wote  quod  he  no  ])inge  J^ere-of  wote  .1.  1948 

As  helpe  me  criste  as  in  fewe  jeres 

Haue  .1.  spended  of  diners  maner  freres 

FuH  mony  a  pounde  jit  &re  .1.  neuer  ^e  bette 

Certein  my  good  almost  haue  .1.  be-eette  1952 
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Faie  wele  my  golde  for  it  is  al  a-goo 

J^e  fiere  answerde  o  thomas  whi  dostowe  soo 

What  nede])  30we  diuers  freres  to  seche 

What  nede]»  hem  pet  hap  a  parfite  leche  1956 

To  seche  oj^er  leches  in  pe  tonne 

^onie  inconstance  is  jouie  confosione 

Holde  ^e  me  ^an  or  elles  oore  couente 

To  praie  for  jowe  buen  insofficiente  1960 

Thomas  ]>at  lape  is  nonht  woife  a  myte 

Jonre  makdie  is  for  ^e  haue  geuen  ys  so  Ute 

A  jef  ^at  couent  half  a  quarter  otes 

A  ^ef .  on  or  tuo  grotes  1964 

A  3ef  ]»e  frere  a  peny  and  late  him  goo 

Nay  nay  Thomas  it  maie  no  )>inge  be  so  pMfiio,  book] 

What  is  a  fer^inge  worthe  parted  in  twelue 

Lo  iche  a  ^inge  ]»at  is  houed  be  him  selue  1968 

Is  more  strange  ^an  whan  it  is  scaterd 

Thomas  of  me  ^ou  schalt  nouht  bene  flaterde 

Tho  woldest  owre  laboure  haue  for  nouht 

pe  hihe  god  ^at  al  fis  welde  ha]>  wrouht  1972 

Sei^  pSkt  pe  workman  is  wor])i  his  hire 

Thomas  nouht  of  jowre  tresoure  .1.  desire 

As  for  my  self,  bott  for  al  oure  couent 

To  praie  for  jowe  is  aye  so  diligent  1 976 

And  for  to  bilden  cristes  owen  chirche 

Thomas  if  30  wil  leren  for  to  wirche 

Of  bildeinge  yp  of  cherches  mai  30  finde 

If  it  be  goode  In  thomas  lif  of  hinde  1980 

3e  ligge  here  ful  of  Anger  and  of  yre 

Wip  whiche  ^e  deuel  sette  3owre  eres  of  fire 

An  chiden  hire  pis  sely  innocent        , 

3ouTe  wif  f&i  IB  so  meke  and  pacient  1984 

And  per-toTe  Thomas  trowe  me  if  3owe  list 

Ke  striue  wij^e  pi  wife  al  for  ]>e  best 

And  here  pis  worde  awaie  be  pi  fai]?e 

Toucheinge  suche  )>inge  lo  what  pe  wise  man  sei])e      19S8 
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Howe  ))at  me  peiikef  quod  sche  so  god  me  spede 

X  seie  a  cherle  ha^  done  a  cherles  dede 

What  acholde  J.  sei  god  kt  him  netioe  ^ 

His  seeke  hede  is  fill  of  yanite  2208 

X  holde  him  in  a  maner  franseye 

Ma  dame  quod  he  be  god  X  schal  non^  lye 

Bot  J.  on  o])ere  wyse  mai  bene  a-wieke 

.1.  schal  sclander  him  oner  al  where  .1.  speke  2212 

}q  fab  bla^i^motir  ^[t]  chaiged  me 

To  paiie  faii  myht  nooht  depaited  be 

To  eneiy  man  y-hche  wi^  meechaonce 

The  loide  satte  stilk  as  he  lay  in  a  tiannee  2216 

And  in  his  herl  he  rolle  vp  vdonne 

Howe  had  ^is  cherle  ymaginacionnce 

To  schew  snche  a  probleme  to  ^e  frere  {Imt  iis,  bMk) 

Nener  orst  or  nowe  herde  J.  of  sncbe  mstiere  2220 

.L  trowe  fe  deuel  put  it  in  his  mynde 

In  ars  metiike  schal  ^re  no  man  finde 

Be^for  f\a  daie  of  snche  a  qneslione 

Who  schold  make  a  demonstracione  2224 

^at  enery  man  schold  hane  .L-Hke  his  parte 

Of  a  sowne  or  of  a  saooure  of  a  f arte 

0  nyce  pronde  cherle  .1.  schrewe  his  face 

Lo  sires  quod  ^is  lorde  vrif  harde  grace  2228 

Who  ever  herde  of  snche  a  ^ge  or  nowe 

To  eo^ry  man  .y.-lyke  tel  me  howe 

It  is  an  impossible  it  mai  noujt  be 

A  nyce  cherle  god  lat  him  nener  fe  2232 

The  mmblinge  of  a  iisuie  cmd  enery  sowne 

Ne  es  bot  bot  of  eyre  reueUcioune 

And  ^ere-wi^  waste^  lytel  arid  lyte  a-waie 

Ther  isno  man  can  deme  bemy  faie  223G 

If  )>at  it  were  departed  eqnali 

What  lo  my  cherle  lo  ^t  howe  schrewdelye 

Yn-to  my  confessour  to^daie  he  spak 

.1.  holde  him  certeine  a  demonyak  2240 
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Nowe  etep  joure  mete  and  let  liim.  go  plele 
Latt  him  go  honge  him  Belf  a  deael  weie 

[TJie  Solution  of  the  "Problems**  hy  the  Lord^a  Squire. 

No  break  in  the  MS.] 

Nowe  stoode  ye  lotdw  swyer  att  fe  boide 

^t  kemie  here  mete  and  herde  woide  for  worde  2244 

Of  alle  l^inge  of  whiche  .1.  haue  ^owe  seide 

My  lorde  quod  he  be  nouht  heuel  apaide 

J.  cou])e  tellfi  for  a  gone  clo]»e 

To  90W  sir  freie  so  je  be  nouht  wroj^e  2248 

How  y&t  ])is  scholde  euen  ydelt  be 

Amonge  jooie  Couent  it  it  lyke^  me 

Tel  on  quod  ]»  lorde  and  ])0\i  schalt  haue  anoue 

A  goune  clo])e  be  god  and  be  seiQt  lohfl  2252 

Mi  lorde  quod  he  whan  fiB  weder  is  feire 

WijH)wten  wynde  or  p^rtubeinge  of  eyre 

Lat  biinge  a  carte  whele  her«  in-to  fia  hail 

Bot  loke  he  haue  his  spokes  afi  2256 

Twelue  spokes  hsip  a  cart  whele  comuidy 

And  bringe  me  ]»an  .xij.  fieres  witte  je  why 

For  twelue  is  a  Couent  as  J.  gesse 

)owre  confessour  hede  for  his  wor|iines8e  2260 

Schal  performe  yp  )>e  nombre  of  his  Couent  peaf  lu] 

Than  schal  ]»ei  knele  a-doune  by  on  assent 

And  to  eu^ry  spokes  ende  in  ])is  manere 

Ful  saddely  scholden  lay  here  nose  iche  a  frere  2264 

)oure  noble  Confessoure  pere  god  him  saue 

Schal  holde  his  vpriht  in-to  ^e  naue 

Than  schal  pis  cherle  wi))  bely  styffe  aTid  touht 

As  any  tabur  hider  buen  brouht  2268 

And  sett  him  on  j^e  whele  riht  on  ^is  carte 

Ypoii  he  naue  and  late  him  maake  a  fSetrte 

And  )e  schol  see  vp  peril  of  my  lif 

Be  preue  whiche  fat  is  demonstratif  2272 
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^t  equali  ^  soune  of  it  wil  wende 

And  eke  fe  stynk  to  ^  spokes  ende 

Bane  ^t  p\B  wor)i  man  ^is  confessonie 

Because  he  is  a  man  of  grete  honouie  227G 

Sckal  hane  ^  fiist  frajte  as  reson  is 

The  noble  Tsaga  of  freies  jit  is  ^is 

The  wor^  men  of  hem  scholen  fiist  be  seined 

And  Serteynlj  he  h&y  it  wele  deserned  2280 

He  hsLJf  to^aj  tauht  ys  so  mache  goode 

Wi]»  precheinge  in  ^e  pilput  ^r  he  stoode 

^t  .L  maie  yonche  sane  .1.  saie  for  me 

He  hadde  ^  fiist  smel  of  fartes  ]>ie  2284 

And  so  wolde  al  his  conent  haidely 

He  beie))  him  so  fEoie  and  so  holyly 

The  loide  fe  lady  and  eche  mon  sane  fe  fireie 

Saiden  ^t  lankyn  spak  in  ^is  matieie  2288 

As  wele  as  Endide  or  ptholome^  p  t  ii  i  tngq 

Toacheinge  fe  cheile  snbtelite 

jAnd  by  hihe  make  him  speke  as  he  spak 

He  is  no  fnle  ne  none  demoniak  2292 

And  lanky  h&p  wonne  a  newe  gowne 

Mi  tale  is  done  ire  buen  almost  att  towne 

Szplidt  fitbnla  AporitoriB  S 
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^  Inoipit  prologue  Ckriei  \  [on  ieitfni\ 

Sir  Clerc  of  Oxenforde  owre  Oste  seide 
3e  ride  as  stiH  and  coie  as  do))  a  maide 
Weer  newe  spowsed  sittinge  att  ^e  borde 
This  daie  ne  herde  .1.  of  301116  toirnge  a  worde  4 

I  trowe  ^t  30  stody  aboute  some  sopbime 
Bot  Salomon  sei]>e  euary  ^inge  ba^e  time 
For  godessake  be]>e  of  Better  cbier 

It  is  no  time  for  to  stodie  bere .  8 

Tel  TS  sum  mery  tale  be  joure  feie  n<af  iH  back] 

For  what  man  is  entrede  in-to  pleie 
He  nodes  mote  vnto  ))e  plaie  assent 
Bot  precbes  nouht  as  freres  done  in  lente  *       1 2 

To  make  ys  for  onre  olde  sinnes  wepe 
Ne  ])at  \i  tale  Make  us  noubt  to  sl[e]pe 
Tefi  YS  sum  Mery  ])inge  Of  Auentures 
Joure  termes  joure  coloores  jouie  figures  16 

Kepe  bem  in  store  til  so  be  je  enditen 
Hibe  stylede  as  wban  )>at  men  to  kinges  writen 
Speke^  so  pleine  att  ]}is  time  .1.  30U  preie 
Tbat  we  may  Ynderstonde  wbat  30  seie  20 

%  Jpis  wor])i  derke  benyngly  ansewerd 
Oste  quod  be  .1.  am  Ynder  3oiire  3erde 
3e  bane  of  ys  as  none  ^e  gonemance 
And  l^erfore  wil  .1.  do  30we  obeissance  24 
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As  fer  as  reson  axe]9  haidelj 

.1.  wiH  30we  tel  a  tale  whiche  ^at  .L 

Lerened  att  Padouse  of  a  wor])i  clerke 

As  pr^aede  be  his  woide  and  his  werk  28 

He  is  nowe  dede  and  nailed  in  his  chist 

«I.  praie  to  god  3if  his  soule  good  lyst 

Fraunces  Petiak  fe  Laureat  poet 

Hiht  pla  clerke  whos  rethoiik  swoet  32 

Enlumyned  aL  ytaile  of  Potiie 

As  linian  dide  of  Philosophie 

Or  lawe  or  o j)er  arte  particolere 

Bote  ]»at  wil  nouht  sufifor  dwdli  here  36 

Bot  as  it  were  a  twynklinge  of  an  eye 

Hem  bo]»e  ha^e  and  al  schal  we  dye 

Bot  for  to  teH  of  ^is  wor^i  man 

]»at  tauht  me  ^is  tale  as  he  gan  40 

•I.  seie  ]»at  wi^  hyhe  stile  first  endite]^ 

Or  he  pe  body  of  his  tale  write]» 

A  prohemye  in  ^e  whiche  descriue)^  he 

Pymonde  and  of  Saluces  fe  Contre  44 

And  speke^  of  Appenyne  fe  hulles  hihe 

fB.t  buen  ]»e  boundes  of  lombaidie 

And  of  pe  mounte  yesnlus  in  special 

Where  as  j^e  poe  out  of  a  wel  smal  48 

Take^  his  first  springeinge  and  his  sours 

f&t  estwaid  ay  encreee]^  in  his  cours 

To  £mel  waide  *  ferrir  and  venise  u^f  ns] 

Whiche  of  longe  )>inge  were  to  deuise  52 

And  treuly  as  to  my  loggement 

Me  ])enke]9  p&i  a  ])inge  impertinent 

Sane  ^at  he  wil  con[u]eyn  his  matier 

Bot  ^is  is  tale  whiche  J)at  30  maie  hier  56 

Efl^lioit  jfrologusi 
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[No  breaks  are  between  the  stanzas  in  the  MS,'] 

hie  incipit  &biila  im  /m^hs] 

rer  is  riht  att  ^e  west  side  of  Itaile  57 

Doune  att  ))e  rote  of  Yesulus  y^  colde 
A  lusti  pleine  aboundaiint  of  vitaile 
Where  mony  a  toure  and  toune  \(m  maiste  beholde 
\>eX  founden  were  in  time  of  fieuleTS  olde 
And  mony  ano^er  delitable  Biht 
And  Saluces  ]>e  noble  contre  hiht  63 

A  markes  wbilome  lorde  was  of  ])at  lande  64 

[As  were  his  worthi  elderes  hym  be-fore]  SSfc^il  oSi?^J%?] 

And  obeissan  aie  redy  to  his  hande 

Were  al  his  lieges  bo]?e  lesse  and  more  67 

)>ixs  in  delite  he  leue))  and  ha^  done  jore 

Beloued  and  diad  ^orwhe  fauoure  of  fortune 

Bo^  of  his  lordes  and  of  his  comnne  70 

]9ere-wi^  he  was  as  to  speke  of  Lignage  71 

A  faire  person  and  stronge  and  jonge  of  age  73 

l^e  gentillest  bore  of  lombardye  72 

[And  fid  of  hononre  and  of  cui'tesye]  [MS  Reg.  u  c  q 

Discrete  ynouhe  his  Contre  for  to  Gye 

Sane  in  summe  ^inges  he  was  to  blame 

And  Waltier  was  ]»is  jonge  lordes  name .  77 

I.  blame  him  yoA  ]yat  he  considerd  nonht  78 

In  time  comynge  what  myht  him  be-tide 

Botte  on  his  luste  present  was  al  his  ]»ouht 

[And  for  to  hauke  and  hunte  on  euery  syde]     ^^SSfim^ ^ 

Wei  nyhe  al  o^re  Cures  lete  he  slide 

And  eke  he  nolde  ^at  was  ^  werst  of  aU 

Wedde  no  wife  for  owhte  ]?at  male  befaH  84 
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Onely  ^at  poynte  his  peple  haxe  so  sore  85 

p&i  flokingmele  on  a  day  to  him  fei  went 

And  of  him  ^t  wisest  was  of  lore 

Or  elles  ^t  ]»e  lorde  beste  wolde  assent  88 

))at  scholde  tellen  him  what  his  peple  ment 

Or  elles  coa]»e  schew  wele  suche  matier 

He  to  ye  Markys  seide  as  je  schal  here  91 

O  noble  Markes  )oare  humanite  92 

Assuri]>e  vs  and  whisse  vs  hardines 

As  oft  as  time  is  of  necessite 

That  we  to  jowe  maie  t^  oure  Heuinesse  [hafiis^  tack] 

Accept  lorde  now  of  joure  gentilnesse 

]»at  we  wi]»  petous  hert  to  )0we  pleine 

And  late  ^onre  eres  nouht  my  voice  disdeyne  98 

T  Al  haue  .L  nouht  to  done  in  ^is  matiere  99 

Mor  ^an  asioy&re  man  ha^e  in  ^is  place 

3itte  as  for  as  muche  as  je  my  lorde  so  dere 

Haue  alweie  schewde  me  fauore  and  grace  102 

.L  dare  ]>e  better  ax  of  30we  a  space 

Off  Audience  to  schewen  oure  request 

And  }e  my  lorde. to  do  riht  as  30 we  liest  105 

^  For  certes  lorde  so  wele  Ijkef  vs  jowe  106 

And  al  ^owre  werkes  and  euer  ha^e  ^at  we 

"Ne  cou^e  nouht  oure  seluen  deuisen  howe 

We  myht  leue  in  more  felice  109 

Saue  0  )>inge  lorde  if  jowre  wil  be 

yai  for  to  be  a  wedded  man  ^owe  list 

]»an  were  joure  peple  in  Souereigne  hertee  rest  112 

IT  Bou^  joure  nek  ynder  ]»at  blisfuH  30k  113 

Off  Souereignete  nouht  of  seruise 

Whiche  J>at  men  clepe  spowsal  or  wedlok 

And  ^inke))  lord  amouges  ^oure  j>oahtes  wise  116 
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[ffor  of  wedlok/  cometh  gret  emprise]     ^iffi^^^ij"^ 

For  ^uhe  we  slepe  or  wake  or  roume  or  ride 

Ay .  flie^  ]?e  time  and  wil  no  man  abide  119 

And  ])ouh  jonre  grene  ^oxL^e  floure  as  3ite  120 

IT  In  crepe]»  Age  al  wei  as  stitt  as  stone 

And  de^e  manasse^  eueTy  age  and  smytejy 

In  eche  astate  for  ]>er  askape])  none  123 

And  also  certeigne  as  we  knowe  ichone 

]>at  we  schal  deie .  As  vncerteigne  we  all 

Biene  of  ]>at  dale  ^at  def  schal  on  vb  fall  126 

IT  Accepte  Jan  of  vs  Je  trewe  entente  127 

]»at  neuer  jit  refuysed  joure  best 

And  we  lorde  jif  Jat  je  wil  asente 

Chese  jowe  a  wif  in  schort  time  att  fe  lest  130 

Borne  of  pe  gentelest  and  of  the  mest 

Of  al  fis  londe  so  fat  it  onht  seme 

Honot^r  to  god  and  jowe  as  we  can  deme  133 

IT  DeHuer  ys  of  al  Jis  besy  dede  134 

And  take  J  a  wif  for  hihe  goddes  sake 

ffor  if  it  so  be-fel  as  god  for-bede 

Jat  J^oure  deje  joure  lignage  scholde  slake  137 

And  l^at  a  stronge  successoure  scholde  take  Deaf  ii6] 

Joure  Heritage  woo  were  vs  on  lyve 

Where-for  we  praie  jowe  hastely  to  wiue  1 40 

^  Here  meke  preiere  and  here  pitouae  chiere  141 

Maaked  je  Markes  hert  haue  pite 

[Wol  ye  quod  he  myn  oune  peple  deere]  'Sri3*  fiodl?' 

To  Jyat  .y.  nerste  euer  ]>onht  to  steyne  me  144 

L  me  reloysed  of  my  lybertie 
pat  selden  time  is  founden  mariage 
]9ere  .1.  was  £re  .1.  most  be  in  seruage  147 
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V  Bot  na^eles  .L  see  joiiie  tiewe  entente  148 

And  trnste  vpon  jouie  witte  cmd  haue  done  aye 

Wherfribr  vrif  aH  my  fre  iril  .L  wil  assente 

To  wedde  me  ala  sone  as  en[eT]e  .L  maie  151 

Bot  ^ere  as  )e  haue  proferd  me  to  dale 

To  cliese  me  a  wif  .L  jowe  relese 

JOat  choise  and  pray  ^one  of  jouie  profure  cese  154 

if  For  .L  wote  p&t  childem  often  bien  155 

Ynlyke  here  elders  hem  before 

Bonnte  come^  al  of  god  noubt  of  ]»e  strene 

Of  wbicbe  Jwi  bne  engenderd  and  y-bore  1 58 

.1.  trnste  in  godese  bonnte  and  yeie  fore 

Myn  mariage  and  myne  astate  and  reste 

X  him  be-take  he  maie  do  as  him  leste  161 

if  Lete  me  alone  in  cheseinge  of  my  wif  162 

JOat  charge  vpon  my  bak  .L  wil  endure 

Bot  .L  jowe  pieie  and  charge  vpon  jowre  lif 

))at  what  wife  .L  take  30  me  assure  165 

To  worschip  hire  while  p&t  hire  life  maie  endure 

In  worde  and  werke  bo)>e  here  and  euerywhere 

As  sche  an  Emperonie  doubter  weere  168 

T  And  fer^r-more  ]>is  schal  je  swere  fat  je  169 

A^eine  my  choice  schal  neuer  gruche  ne  strive 

ffor  eef  .L  schal  for-go  my  liberte 

Att  joure  request  as  euer  mot  .1.  ^ryve  172 

fer  as  my  hert  ifl  set  >«•  wU  .1.  wiae      ^Ql^jS^^f^^^^ 

And  bot  ^e  wil  assente  in  suche  manere 

J.  praie  jowe  speke^  no  more  of  J^is  matiere  175 

IT  Wip  hertly  wil  J>ei  swore  and  assenten  176 

To  al  ^is  j^inge  ^er  seide  no  whiht  naye 

Besekeinge  him  of  grace  or  j^at  ^ei  wenten 

}»at  he  wold  grounten  hem  a  cerceigne  daie  179 
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Of  his  spowsel  as  sone  as  eaere  he  maio 
For  jit  alweie  ^  peple  sum  what  diede 
Lest  fBt  piB  Morkes  no  wife  wold  wedde  pMni^iMck] 

IT  He  groimted  hem  a  dai  suche  as  him  list  183 

On  whiche  he  wil  be  wedded  sekurlj . 

And  seide  He  dide  al  pis  att  ]?eire  request 

An  ^ei  wipe  humble  entent  ful  buxhumly  .  186 

Kneleynge  ypon  here  knese  ful  reuerently 

Him  ])onkynge  a&  arid  pua  pei  haue  an  ende 

Of  here  entente  and  home  ajeine  j^ei  wende  189 

IT  And  here-ypon  he  to  his  officieis  190 

Commaunde^  for  ^e  feste  to  purveie 

And  to  his  pnue  knyhtes  a7id  swjers 

Suche  charge  jaf  as  him  list  on  hem  leye  193 

And  ])ei  to  his  commandement  obeie 

And  yche  of  hem  do]»  his  diligence 

To  do  vn-to  pe  fest  reuerence .  196 

[PART  IL] 
Prima  pars  fabule 

Nowht  fer  ^  ^e  paleis  honurable  197 

Where  as  pe  Markes  schope  his  manage 
The[re]  stode  a  ^rope  of  pe  Cite  delitable 
In  whiche  ^at  pouer  folke  of  ]>at  vilage  200 

Hadden  her  bestes  iind  her  herbergage 
And  of  here  laboure  toke  here  sustinance 
After  pe  er)^e  jaf  hem  abundance  203 

^  Amonge  piae  pouer  folke  per  dwelled  a  man  204 

Whiche  was  holde  pouerest  of  hem  al 

Bot  pe  hihe  god  sum  time  sende  can 

His  grace  in-to  a  lite  oxe  stal  207 

lanicula  Men  of  |»tt  ^rpe  him  cal 

A  doubter  had  he  faire  ynouhe  to  slht 

An  Crisilda  j>is  jonge  maiden  hiht  210 
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IT  Bot  for  to  speke  of  vertuouse  beute 
pan  was  sche  one  of  fe  faiiest  ynder  sonne 
Pul  pouerly  fosterd  was  sche 
No  lycourous  luste  was  in  hire  hert  yronne 
Wele  oftei  of  fe  wel  ^an  of  ^e  tonne 
Sche  dianke  for  sche  wolde  vertuse  plese 
Sche  knewe  wele  lahoure  hot  none  ydel  ese 


211 


214 


217 


IT  Bot  ]K)iihe  ^is  maide  tender  were  of  age 

3ite  in  J>e  hreste  of  hire  virginite 

^ere  was  y-dosed  ripe  and  scharpe  corago 

And  in  a  grete  reu^rence  and  charite 

"Hire  olde  pouer  fader  fosterd  sche 

A  fewe  schepe  spynynge  on  ye  felde  sche  kepped 

Sche  nolde  noujt  be  ydel  til  ^at  sche  slopped 


218 


221 
224 


IT  And  whan  sche  cam  homwarde  sche  wald  bringe      225 

Wortes  or  o^er  herbes  times  oft 

The  whiche  sche  schredde  and  sej>e  for  here  leueinge 

And  maade  hire  bedde  ful  harde  and  no]yinge  soft         228 

And  ay  sche  kepped  her  faders  life  on  loft 

Wi^e  eueiye  obeissance  and  dilegence 

)^t  childe  myht  do  to  fadere  reuerence  231 


IT  Ypon  Crizilda  fe  poaer  creature 
Ful  oft  sij>e  ^e  Markes  sett  is  eye 
As  he  on  hunteinge  rode  perauenture 
And  whan  it  f^  ]^at  he  myht  hire  aspye 
He  nouht  wi^  wanton  lokeinge  of  folye 
His  eyen  kast  on  hire  bot  in  sad  wise 
Ypon  hire  chore  he  wolde  him  of  aviso 

'V  Commendinge  in  his  ert  here  wommanhede 
And  eke  hir  yertue  passinge  any  whihte 
Of  so  jonge  age  as  wele  in  chore  as  in  dede 
'For  ^ouhe  ^e  peple  haue  no  grete  insiht 
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lu  yertille  be  considered  ful  rilit 

Her  boiinde  and  disposed  fat  he  wolde 

Wedde  hire  onely  if  euere  he  wed  scholde  245 

IT  fe  daie  of  weddinge  cam  hot  no  whihte  can  246 

Tel  what  womman  ^at  it  scholde  be 

For  whiche  merveile  wondere]^  mony  man 

And  seiden  whan  ^i  were  in  pnuete  249 

Wil  noubt  oure  lorde  leue  his  vanite 

Wil  he  nonht  wedde  alas  alas  ^e  while 

Whi  wil  be  ^us  him  self  and  vs  be^e  252 

IT  Bot  na^eles  ^is  Markes  ba^e  done  make  253 

Of  gemmes  sette  in  golde .  aiid  in  asure 

Brocbes  and  ringes  for  crisild  sake 

And  of  bir  clo^inge  toke  he  ^e  mesure  256 

Of  a  maiden  lyke  to  hire  stature 

And  eke  of  o^er  omamentes  al 

fat  ynto  snche  a  wedynge  scholde  fal  259 

IT  The  time  of  bundren  of  ^e  same  daie  260 

Aproche))  pat  piB  weddynge  scbold  be 

And  al  ]ye  paleis  putt  was  in  araie 

Bofie  bal  and  chambre  iche  in  his  degre  '  263 

Houses  of  officez  stoffed  wi))  plente 

Ther  mai  ^ou  see  of  daynteuos  vitaile  [inf  ii7«  i»ck} 

That  maie  be  founde  as  fer  as  last  ytaile  266 

IT  This  Eoial  Markes  ricbeli  araide  237- 

Lordes  and  ladies  in  his  compaigne 

The  whiche  ynto  ^e  feste  were  praide 

And  of  bis  retenu  ^e  bacbellarie  270 

Wi^  mony  a  soune  of  sundre  Melodic 

Vnto  J>e  vilage  of  whiche  .1.  tolde 

In  ^is  arraie  fe  ribt  weie  hape  bolde  273. 
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IT  Crisid  of  ^is  god  wote  fal  innocente  274 

That  for  bir  schapen  al  pia  ariaie  was 

To  fecche  water  atte  ^e  wel  is  went 

And  come^  home  as  sons  as  eaer  sche  maie  277 

For  wele  sche  hadde  herde  sale  fat  like  dale 

J)at  Markes  scholde  wedde  and  if  sche  miht 

Sche  wol  feine  haae  seine  sum  of  J)at  siht  280 

IT  Sche  ^out  .L  wil  wi^  o^r  maidens  stonde  281 

)>at  bien  my  felaues  in  owre  doie  and  see 

The  Markes  and  ^arfore  wil  .L  fonde 

To  done  att  home  as  sone  as  it  mai  be  284 

The  laboure  ^t  longe^  vnto  me 

And  ^an  .1.  maie  att  leiser  hire  be-holde 

If  sche  ^is  waie  in-to  )>e  castel  holde  287 

f  And  as  sche  wolde  ouer  fe  ^resshewolde  gone  288 

The  Markes  came  and  ga^me  hire  for  to  caH 

And  sche  sett  doune  hire  water  pott  a-none 

Be-side  ^e  )>res8hewold  of  ^is  ox .  staH  29 1^ 

And  donne  ypon  hir  knesse  sche  gan  to  faH 

Wi^  sadde  Countenance  knele^  stiti 

Til  sche  hadd  herde  what  was  ^e  lordes  will  294- 

IT  This  ]»ouhtful  Marquys  spake  ynto  ^is  maide  295 

Ful  Boburly  and  seide  in  ^is  manere 

'Where  es  jowie  fader  Crizild  he  seide 

And  sche  wi^  reuerence  and  humble  chiere  29& 

Anseweid  lorde  he  is  all  redie  here 

And  in  sche  go^e  wi]K)ute  langer  lette 

And  to  J>e  Markys  hir  fader  sche  fette  301 

IT  He  be  J^e  honde  ^an  toke  ^is  olde  man  302. 

And  seide  ^us  whan  he  had  him  a  side 

lanicula  J.  ney]>ere  maie  ne  kan 

longer  ^e  plcsance  of  myne  herte  hide  305 
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If  fat  f ou  vouche-saf  what  so  be- tide 

J5i  doubter  .1.  wil  take  ar  fat  .1.  wende  peaf  iwj 

As  for  my  wif  vnto  bire  Hues  ende  308 

IF  Tbowe  louest  me  .1.  wote  it  wele  certeine  309 

And  arte  my  feif eful  liege  Maifaie  y-bore 

And  al  fat  likef  me  .1.  dar  wel  seine 

It  likef  fe  and  specialiscbe  fere-fore  312 

Tel  me  fat  point  as  .1.  baue  seide  be-fore 

If  fat  f on  wilte  vnto  fat  purpose  drawe 

To  take  me  as  for  fi  son  in  lawe  315 

IT  Tlie  sodeyne  caas  fe  man  a-stoned  so  316 

fat  rede  be  wex  a-basscbed  and  al  qwakynge 

He  stoode  vnnef  be  seide  worde  no  moo 

Bot  only  fus  lorde  q7iod  be  my  willynge  319 

Is  as  ^e  will  noubt  a-^eines  3oure  lykeynge 

•L  wil  nof  inge  30  be  my  lorde  so  dere 

Bot  as  30 w  luste  gouemef  fis  matier  322 

IF  3it  wil  .1.  qz/od  fis  Markes  softlye  323 

)7at  in  fi  cbamber  .1.  and  fowe  and  scbe 

Haue  a  coUacione  and  wost  f  u  wbie 

For  .L  wil  ax  if  fat  bire  wil  bee  326 

To  be  my  wif  and  reule  bire  aftere  me 

And  al  fis  scbal  be  done  in  f i  presence 

.1.  wD  noubt  speke  owte  of  fine  Audience  329 

If  And  in  hire  Cbambre  wbile  fei  were  aboute  330 

Here  treteis  wbicbe  fat  3e  scbal  after  bere 

Tbe  peple  cam  in  to  f e  bous  wif-oute 

And  wondred  bem  in  bere  bonest  manere  333 

And  tentifly  scbe  kepped  bir  fadere  dcre 

Bot  rtterly  Crizilda  wonder  mybt 

for  neuer  eft  sanbe  scbe  suebe  a  sibt  336 
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IT  No  wonder  is  jK>ube  pat  sche  were  a-stoned  337 

To  se  80  greie  a  geste  in  ]?at  place 

Sche  neuer  was  to  suche  gestez  woned 

For  which  sche  lokede  wi^  ful  pale  face  340 

Bot  schortly  for^  fia  matie[r]  for  to  chace 

Thes  aren  fe  wordes  J^at  Markes  seide 

To  his  benigne  feij^-ful  maide  343. 

IT  Cnzild  he  seide  je  schal  wele  vnderstoude  344 

It  like]»  to  ^oure  fader  aTid  to  me 

J>at  .L  3owe  wedde  and  eke  it  maie  so  stonde 

As  .1.  suppose  ^e  wil  pat  it  so  be  347 

Bot  ^is  demandes  ax  .1.  first  quod  he . 

That  se^n  it  schal  be  done  in  hastie  wise  v^t  U8»  buski 

WU  je  assent  or  elles  ^owe  ayise  350 

IT  I  seie  fia  be  ledye  wi)>  goode  herte  351 

To  al  my  lust  and  pat  I.  frely  maie 

As  me  best  pexikep  do  30we  knowe  ore  smerte 

And  neuer  pe  to  grucche  it  nyht  ne  daie  354 

And  eke  whan  .1.  seie  )e  ne  saie  nouht  naie 

Key]?er  be  worde  ne  be  &ounynge  contenance 

Swere  ^is  and  here  .1.  swere  oure  alliance  357 

IT  Weddinge  ypon  piB  worde  whakeinge  for  drede         358 

Sche  seide  lorde  vndigne  or  vnwor]»i 

Am  .1.  to  ]}at  ilke  honor  ]?at  je  me  bede 

Bot  as  3e  wil  ^oure  self  riht  so  wil  .1.  361 ' 

And  here  .L  swere  )>at  neuer  wiJingely 

In  werke  ne  ^ouhte  .L  nyl  ^owe  disobeie 

For  to  be  dede  povihe  me  were  lo^e  to  deie  364 

IT  This  is  ynouhe  Crizilda  myne  quod  he  365 

And  for^  he  go^e  wi^e  a  ful  sobre  chiere 

Oute  atte  pe  dore  and  after  |»at  cam  sche 

And  to  ^e  peple  he  seide  in  pis  maniere  368- 
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This  is  my  wife  qfwd  he  ^at  stonde))  hieie 

Honoured  hir  and  loue)>  hire  eke  .1.  preie 

Who  so  me  loue]>e  ^are  is  no  more  to  seie  371 

IT  And  for  ^at  no]>inge  of  hire  olde  gere  372 

Sche  scholde  biinge  in  to  his  house  he  badde 

))at  wemmen  scholde  dispoylen  [hiie]  riht  ^ere 

Of  whiche  pe  ladies  weren  no]>inge  gladde  375 

To  handel  hire  clones  where  in  sche  was  cladde 

Bot  na^eles  ^is  maiden  briht  of  he  we 

Ero  fe  fote  to  pe  hede  pei  doped  hane  al  newe  378 

V  Her  here  ha  ^ei  kembed  ^at  laie  vntressed  379 

Thei  tirede  hir  hede  ]>at  longe  rudely  laie  dressed  381 

Ful  roodely .  and  wi^  hire  fingers  smale  380 

Of  hire  araye  what  scholde  .1.  maake  a  tale  382 

Sche  is  nowe  faire  of  hewe  ]>at  arst  was  pale 

Ynne^  ^e  peple  hire  knewe  for  hire  fairenesse 

Whan  sche  transemute  was  in  suche  rechesse  385 

IT  This  Markes  ha^  her  wed  wi^  a  ringe  386 

Brouht  for  ^e  same  cause  and  hire  sette 

ypon  an  hors  snowe  white  and  wele  Amblynge 

And  to  fe  paleis  ar  he  langer  lette  389 

Wi^  Joyful  peple  ^at  hire  ladde  and  mette 

Conueyde  hire  and  puB  pe  dale  ])ei  spende  Oaf  U2j 

In  reuele  til  ^e  sonne  gan  descende  392 

IT  And  schortly  for^  ^is  tale  for  to  chace  393 

.1.  seie  ^at  to  ^is  new  Marquysesse 

God  ha^e  suche  fauore  sent  hire  of  his  grace 

pBi  it  ne  semed  nouht  be  liknesse  396 

))at  sche  was  borne  and  fedde  in  rudesse 

As  in  a  Cote  or  in  an  ox  stali  * 

Bot  norissched  in  an  Emperours  hall  399 
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IT  To  enerj  whight  sche  waxen  is  so  dere  400 

And  woischipful  ]?at  folke  J^eie  sche  was  bore 

And  frome  hire  bir^e  knewe  hire  ^ere  be  ^ere 

VnneJ  trowed  J>ei  bot  dorst  han  swore  403 

That  to  lanicul  of  whiche  .1.  spak  before 

Sche  donhter  nas  for  as  be  couertore 

Hem  jK>uht  sche  was  a  no]?er  creature  406 

IT  For  )K>ahe  euere  vertuons  was  sche  407 

Sche  was  encresed  in  suche  excellence 

Of  p&wea  goode  sette  in  hihe  bounte 

And  so  discrete  and  faire  of  eloquence  410 

So  benigne  aiid  digne  of  reuerence 

And  cou]>e  so  fe  peple  hertes  so  enbrace 

That  iche  hire  loue]>e  pat  loke^  in  hire  face  4.13 

IT  Nou^t  only  of  Saluces  in  ^e  toune  414 

Purplyste  was  ]w  bounte  of  hire  name 

Bote  eke  be-side  in  monj  a  Eegioune 

If  one  seide  wele  a  no)>er  seide  fe  same  417 

So  sprede^e  of  hire  hihe  bounte  and  fame 

That  men  and  wemmen  also  wele  jonge  as  olde 

Gone  to  Saluce  ypon  hire  to  be-holde  420 

IF  Thus  Walter  lowly.  nou3t.  but  royalye  421 

Wedded  wi)>  fortunate  honeste 

In  goddes  pes  leuef  ful  esilye 

Att  home  and  outewarde  grace,  ynowhe  had  he  424 

And  for  he  sauhe  ^at  vnder  lowe  degre 

Was  oft  vertue  hidde  pe  peple  him  helde 

A  prudent  man  and  pat  is  seene  ful  seide  427 

IT  Nouht  only  pia  Crisilde  ]?ourhe  hire  witte  428 

Cou^e  al  ^e  ieipe  of  wifly  homlynesse 

Bot  eke  whan  ]?at  ^e  caas  required  it 

The  comune  profit  cou]ye  sche  redresse  431 
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Ther  nas  discorde  rancor  ne  heuiuesse 

In  al  ])at  londe  pat  sche  cou)»e  apese  [leaf  119.  back] 

An  wisely  bringe  hem  al  in  hertes  ese  434 

IT  Thouhe  ]>at  hir  husbonde  absent  were  anone  435 

If  gentil  men  or  o))ere  of  here  contre 

Weere  wrofe  scbe  wolde  bringe  hem  att  one 

So  wise  and  ripe  wordes  had  sche  438 

And  luggement  of  so  grete  equite 

That  from  heuen  ysente  was  as  men  wende 

The  peple  to  plese  and  euerj  wronge  to  amende  441 

H  Nouht  longe  time  after  ))at  )>i3  Crisilde  442 

Was  wedded  sche  a  doubter  haf  .I.-bore 

Al  had  hire  leuer  haue  borne  a  knaue  childe 

Gladd  was  ^is  markes  a7id  his  folk  ^ei  fore  445 

For  ^onhe  a  mayden  childe  cam  al  before 

Sche  maie  vnto  a  knaue  childe  atteigne 

Belikned  sep  sche  is  nouht  bareine  448 

^Explicit]  Seoonda  pars  ffabnle. 

[PART  III.] 

There  fel  att  befalle)>  times  mo  [or  ino]  449 

Whan  )>at  ^is  childe  hadde  sowked  hot  a  )>rowe 
This  Markes  in  his  hert  lange))  so 
To  tempt  his  wif  hire  saddenesse  for  to  knowe  452 

That  he  ne  myht  oute  of  his  hert  ]}rowe 
This  meraelous  desire  his  wif  to  assaie 
Kedelee  god  wote  he  )>oaht  hire  to  aifraie  455 

IT  He  hadde  assaide  hire  ynonhe  before  456 

And  fonde  hire  enere  goods  what  nededej)e 
Hire  for  to  tempte  and  alweie  more  and  more 
Bot  as  for  me  .1.  seie  ]>at  yuel  it  sitte  459 

))oahe  same  men  it  preise  for  a  subtile  witte 
To  assaie  a  wif  whan  ^at  it  is  no  nede 
,  And  to  putten  hire  in  angwysse  and  in  drede  462 
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IT  ffor  wbiche  ^is  markys  wrouht  in  ])is  maneie  463 

He  cam  a  nyht  alone  ]»eie  as  sche  leye 

WiJ)  steren  face  and  wip  trouble  chiere 

And  seide  )>us  CT[i]3ilde  quod  he  ^at  deye  466 

)3^t  .1.  ^one  toke  oute  of  ^oure  poore  aray 

And  putt  50we  in  astate  of  hihe  noblesse 

3e  haue  noubt  for-geten  as  .1.  gesse  469 

IT  .L  seie  Criselde  ]>is  present  dignito  470 

In  wbiche  .1.  haue  put  jowe  as .  I  trowe 

Make]»  ^owe  nouht  for-3eteful  for  to  be 

))at  .1  jowe  toke  in  poure  astate  ful  lowe  473 

For  any  wele  ^e  moste  ^oure  selue  knowe  [iMf  ito] 

Take  hede  of  eueiy  worde  ^at  .L  30we  seie 

))eie  is  no  whight  ]»at  here)>  it  hot  we  tweye  476 

IT  3^  wote  jouie  self  wele  howe  ^at  ^e  com  hero  477 

In  to  ]7is  house  ^at  is  nouht  longe  a  go 

And  ^uhe  to  me  je  be  riht  leue  and  dero 

Yn-to  my  gentUs  ^e  be  no^inge  so  480 

Thei  seie  to  hem  it  is  grote  schame  and  woo 

For  to  be  soubgetes  and  be  in  seruage 

To  ^e  )>at  art  borne  of  a  smale  vilage  483 

IT  And  namely  8e^]>e  ])i  doubter  was  boro  484 

pis  woides  haue  ^ei  spoken  doutelese 

Bot  .1.  desire  as  .1.  haue  done  be-foro 

To  lede  my  lyue  wi^  hem  in  rest  and  pese  487 

•L  nude  nouht  in  ^is  caas  be  recheles 

.1.  mote  do  wi)>  ^i  doubter  for  ^e  best 

ITat  as  .L  wolde  bot  as  my  genteles  leste .  490 

IT  And  ^ite  god  wote  fia  is  ful  lojie  to  me  491 

Bot  na^eles  wi^  owten  ^ouro  witeinge 

J.  wil  nouht  do  bot  yia  wiH  .1.  quod  he 

J^t  je  to  me  assent  as  in  ]yis  ^inge  494 
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Scbewe  nowe  jouie  pacience  as  in  werkynge 

]9at  me  je  hiht  and  swore  in  joure  vilage 

pat  daie  ^at  maked  was  oure  Manage  497 

IT  Whan  sclie  hadde  herde  al  ^is  sche  nat  ameued        498 

Nei]}eTe  in  worde  ne  chiere  ne  countenance 

For  as  it  semede  sche  was  nouht  agieued 

Sche  saide  lorde  al  li^  in  30ure  plesance  501 

My  childe  aiid  .1.  -wi^  hertly  obeissance 

Bene  joures  aH .  and  ^e  mowe  saue  and  spille 

3oHie  owen  ^inge  worke^  after  joure  wille  504 

H  There  maie  no  ^inge  so  god  my  soule  saue  505 

Likeinge  to  30we  fat  maie  displesen  me 

Ke  .1.  desire  no  ]7inge  for  to  haue 

Ke  drede  for  to  leese  saue  onlye  ^e  508 

piB  wil  is  in  myne  hert  and  aie  schal  be 

Ke  lenge)>  of  time  or  de^e  maie  ^is  deface 

Ke  chaunge  myne  corage  to  ano^er  place  511 

IT  Glad  was  ^is  Marquys  for  hir  ansewaringe  512 

Bot  3it  he  feyned .  as  it  wer  nouht  soo 

Al  drery  was  his  chier  as  his  lokeinge 

Whan  ])at  he  scholde  oute  of  ^e  chambre  goo .  515 

Sone  after  ^ia  a  furlonge  waie  or  tuo  peaf  lio^iwck] 

He  pnuely  ha^  tolde  al  his  entent 

Ynto  a  man  of  his  assent  518 

IT  A  manei'  seriant  was  J)is  prtue  man  519 

J>e  whiche  he  fei^eful  often  fonden  hadd 

In  ]unge  grete .  and  eke  suche  folke  wele  can. 

Done  execucione  of  )>inges  badde  522 

The  lorde  knewe  wele  ^at  he  him  loued  and  dradde 

And  whan  ]}is  Sereiant  knewe  his  lordes  wille 

In-to  ^  chambure  he  stalked  him  ful  stille  525 
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IT  Bot  att  fe  Boloigne  it  to  his  suster  dere  589 

^at  like  time  of  Pauyke  was  Countesse 

He  scliolde  it  take  aiid  schewe  liir  pis  matiere 

Be-secheinge  hire  to  tone  hir  besinesse  592 

This  childe  to  fostie  in  al  gentillesse 

And  whos  childe  ^at  it  was  he  bad  hire  hide 

Fiome  euery  whiht  for  ouhte  J^at  maie  be-tide  595  | 

IT  piB  sergeant  gofe  and  ha]>e  fulfilled  fla  ^inge  596 

Bot  nowe  to  ^is  ma[r]kes  retome  wee 

For  nowe  go^  he  ful  oft  ymagyneinge 

jif  be  his  wyues  chiere  he  myht  see  599 

Or  be  hir  worde  perceyne  ]?at  sche  pmrisi,  tack] 

Were  chaimged  bot  he  neuer  coupe  hir  finde 

Bot  euere  in  one  ylike  sadde  and  kynde  602 

V  As  gladde  as  besy  as  humble  in  s^rmse  603 

And  eke  in  loue  as  sche  was  wont  to  be 

Was  sche  to  him  in  euery  man^*e  wise 

ISe  of  hir  douhter  nouht  a  worde  spak  sche  606 

Accident  for  none  aduersite 

Was  seine  in  hire  ne  neuer  hir  douhter  name 

Xe  nemend  sche  in  emest  ne  in  game  609 

[Eiplieit]  Tercia  pan  fabnle. 

[PART  IV.] 

IN  ^is  .  astate  ^re  ben  passed  fonre  ^ere  610 

Er  sche  wi^  childe  was  Bot  as  god  wolde 
A  knaue  childe  sche  bare  be  ^is  waltere 
Ful  gracious  and  faire  to  be-holde  613 

And  whan  )»at  folke  it  to  his  fader  tolde 
Kouht  onlyche  he  but  al  pe  contre  mury 
Was  for  ^is  and  god  fei  Jionke  and  hery  616 

IT  Whan  it  was  tuo  jere  olde  and  fro  )>e  breste  617 

Depaitid  of  his  noiice  on  a  daye 
^is  Markes  cauht  ^it  ano^ere  leste 
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To  tempie  his  wif  jit  ofter  if  be  nude  620 

O  nedeles  was  sche  tempted  in  assaie 

Bot  wedded  men  knowen  no  mesnre 

Wlian  ^at  )>ei  finde  a  pacient  creature  623 

V  Wif  quod  f\a  Markes  je  haue  heide  of  pis  624 

My  peple  sekel j  beie]»  heuye  of  ouie  mariage 

And  namely  se^  my  soil  borne  is 

Kowe  is  wers  pan.  euer  in  al  onre  age  627 

The  mormore  sle])e  myn  berte  arul  myne  corage 

For  to  myne  eres  comme^  voice  so  smarte 

That  it  wel  nybe  destrayde  bathe  myne  berte  630 

IT  Kowe  seye  fei  ]>iis  whan  Waltier  Is  a-^one  631 

Than  scbal  pe  blode  of  lanide  succede 

And  bien  oure  lorde  for  o]>er6  baue  we  none 

Suobe  wordes  8ei)>e  my  peple  it  is  no  drede  634 

Wele  onbte  .1.  of  sucbe  murmore  taken  bede 

For  certeinly  .1.  drede  sucbe  sentence 

)poube  ])ei  noubt  pleine  speke  in  myne  audience  637 

IT  I  wolde  leue  in  pes  if  ^at  .1.  mybte  638 

Where-fore  .L  am  disposed  ytterlye 

As  .L  his  suster  serued  be  nybte 

Bibt  so  ^enke  .1.  to  serue  him  priuely         [icmf  m]        641 

Thus  wame  .1.  jowe  for  je  noubt  sodanly 

Oute  of  joure  selue  for  no  woo  scholde  outraie 

BeJ^e  pacient  and  ^erfore  .1.  30W  proie  644 

IT  .1.  baue  quod  sche  saide  and  euer  scbal  645* 

•L  will  no  ^inge  certeigne 

Bot  as  3oue  lusle  noubt  greue^e  me  al  • 

J^ube  ^at  my  doubter  and  my  soft  bue  sleine  648 

Att  joure  commandement  ]?is  is  to  seine 

.1.  baue  noubt  bad  no  parte  of  cbildem  tweyne 

Bot  first  sekenesse  and  after  woo  and  peine  651 
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IT  ^e  bene  oure  loide  do  wi^  ^ure  owen  )ringe  652 

Kiht  as  3owe  liste  axej>e  no  lede  att  me 

For  as  .1.  left  att  home  al  my  do^inge 

Whan  .1.  first  came  to  jowe  riht  so  quod  sche  Q55 

Lest  .1.  my  wil  and  al  mj  liberte 

And  toke  ^oure  clo^inge  wheie-fore  .1.  jowe  preie 

Do^e  jouie  plesance  .1.  wil  ^onre  lust  obeie  658 

IT  And  certes  if  .1.  had  prescience  659 

3oare  wiH  to  knowe  ar  ^  pure  lust  me  tolde 

.L  wolde  it  do  wij^outen  necligence 

Bot  nowe  J.  wote  ^oure  luste  aTid  what  ^e  wolde  662 

Al  ^oure  plesance  ferme  and  plesance  .1.  holde 

For  wist  .1.  pai  my  de^e  wolde  do  30 we  ese 

Kiht  gladly  wolde  .1.  deie  30we  to  plese  665 

IT  De)>  maie  nouht  make  no  comparisons  666 

Ynto  owre  loue  and  whan  pia  Markis  seye 

]}e  Countenance .  of  his  wif  he  cast  a-doune 

Bis  ey^en  tuo  and  wonder^  ^at  sche  maye  669 

In  paciens  suffur  al  ^is  araye 

And  for^  he  gop  wi)»  drery  countenance 

Bot  to  his  hert  it  was  riht  grete  plesance  672 

IT  ])is  Ogel  seriant  in  ]>e  same  wise  673 

J)at  he  hir  douhte  cauht  riht  so  he 

Or  wers .  if  men  wers  can  deuise 

Ha]>e  hente  hire  son  ^at  ful  was  of  beute  676 

And  euer  in  oone  so  paciente  was  sche 

That  sche  no  chiere  made  of  heuinesse 

Bott  kissed  hir  soil  and  after  gan  it  blesse  679 

■ 

V  Saue  pis  sche  praide  him  if  pat  he  myht  680 

Hir  litel  sofi  he  wolde  in  evpe  graue 

His  tendre  limes  delicate  to  siht 

Fro  foules  amf  fro  bestes  forto  saue         [iMris,i)Mk]       683 
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Botsche  none  ansewere  of  him  myht  haue 

He  went  his  waie  as  he  no  ^inge  rouht 

Bot  to  Boleigne  he  tendurly  it  brouht  686 

IT  This  Markes  wondre]^  euer  leng^r  ]>e  more  687 

Ypon  hire  paciens  atid  if  ^at  he 

Ke  hadde  so^ly  knowe  pere  before 

J>at  perfiUy  hir  cheldem  loued  sche  690 

He  wolde  haue  wende  ^at  of  summe  subtilite 

And  of  Males  or  for  cruel  curage 

])at  sche  hadde  sufferd  ])is  wi^  sadde  yisage  693 

IT  Bot  wele  he  knewe  next  him  selue  certeigno  694 

Sche  loued  hir  childem  best  in  euerj  wise 

Bot  nowe  of  wemmen  wolde  .1.  axe  feine 

If  ^es  assaies  myht  nouht  suffise  697 

What  cou)>e  a  stordy  husbonde  more  deuyse 

%o  preue  his  wif  ajid  hir  stedfastnease 

And  he  continuinge  euer  in  stordenesse  700 

IT  Bot  ]»ere  buen  folke  of  suche  condicione  701 

^at  whan  pe  haue  a  certeine  purpos  take 

fei  can  nouht  stinte  of  hire  entencion 

Bot  xiht  as  pei  were  bounden  to  a  stake  704 

fax  wil  nouht  of  )>at  first  purpos  slake 

Eiht  so  ^is  ma[r]kes  fuUy  h&pe  purposyd 

To  tempt  his  wif  as  he  was  firste  disposyd  707 

IT  He  waite))  if  be  worde  or  countenance  708 

That  sche  to  him  was  chaunged  of  Corage 

Bot  neu^  cou)>e  he  finde  variance 

Qche  was  aie  oon  in  hert  and  in  visage  71 1 

And  aie  pe  for)»er  sche  was  in  age 

The  more  trewe  if  ^at  it  were  possible 

Sche  was  to  him  loue  and  more  pesible  714 
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IT  For  whiche  it  semed  Jms  ^at  of  hem  tuo  715 

per  nas  bot  o  wiH  for  as  Waltier  Itute 

])at  same  lust  was  hir  plesance  also 

And  god  he  ]K)iiked  as  fel  for  ye  beste  718 

Sch  schewed  wele  for  no  worldly  ynreete 

A  wif  as  of  hire  self  no  ]^inge  ne  scholde 

Wille  in  effecte  bot  as  hir  husbonde  wolde  721 

IT  The  sdander  of  Walter  oft  and  wide  spradde  722 

That  of  a  crael  hert  he  wikkedly 

For  he  a  pouer  womman  wedded  hadde 

Had  mordred  bo  J  his  childem  priuely        o^its]         725 

Sache  murmur  was  ymonge  hem  comunly 

BTo  wonder  is  for  to  J}e  peples  ere 

])ere  come  no  worde  bot  ])at  fei  murdred  were  728 

IT  ffor  whiche  per  aa}na  peple  pere  before  729 

Had  loued  him  wel  ^e  sclaunder  of  his  defame 

Maade  hem  ^at  fei  hated  him  fet-fare 

To  biene  a  Mordrer  is  an  hatefol  name  732 

Bot  na^eles  for  emest  ne  for  game 

He  of  his  crewel  purpos  nold  stint 

To  tempte  his  wif  was  sette  al  his  entent  735' 

IT  Whan  ^at  his  doubter,  xij.  jere  was  of  age  736 

He  to  fe  Courte  of  Home  in  soabtile  wise 

Enformed  of  his  wiH  and  sente  his  message 

Commandeinge  hem  suche  bulles  to  douise  739 

In  ]>is  manere  and  in  ^is  same  gise 

Howe  ]>at  pe  pope  for  his  peple  rest 

Bat  him  to  wedde  ano^er  wif  ;if  ^at  him  lest  742 

IT  I  sale  he  badde  ]>ei  scholde  countrefete  743 

The  popes  bulles  makeinge  mencione 

^at  ha^e  leue  his  first  wif  to  lete 

As  by  ]>e  popes  despensacione       '  746 
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To  stinte  Eancor  and  disconcione 

De-iwix  his  peple  and  him  pua  spake  ])e  bulle 

Tke  whiche  ]yei  han  publisced  att  pe  fulle  749 

IT  The  rode  peple  as  it  no  wonder  is  750 

Wenden  ful  wel  ]yat  it  hadd  be  riht  so 

Bot  whan  pia  tij^inges  came  to  Crisildis 

J.  deme  ]yat  hiie  hert  was  ful  woo  753 

Bot  sche  ylike  sadde  for  euer  mco 

Disposed  was  |>is  humble  creature 

To  aduersite  of  fortune  al  to  endure  756 

V  Abideinge  en^r  his  lust  and  his  plesaurace  757 
To  wham  sche  was  jeuen  hert  and  al 

As  to  hir  werldly  verray  suffisance 

Bot  schortly  jif  pia  storie  tell  .1.  schal  760 

This  Marqwys  writen  ha]»e  in  special 

A  lettie  in  whiche  he  schewe])  his  entent 

And  secretely  he  to  Boleigne  it  sent  763 

V  To  )>e  erle  of  pauyke  whiche  J^at  hadde  po  764 
Wedded  his  snster  prayede  he  specialy 

To  bringe  home  ajeine  his  childeme  two 

Bot  ho  0  J^inge  praide  vtterly  cimt  lu,  buck]  767 

WiJ^  aH  his  hert  ful  affectuously 

))at  he  to  no  wight  fovh.  man  wolde  enquere 

8chol  nouht  tellen  whos  childen  fat  pei  were  770 

IT  Bot  aeie  pe  maiden  schold  y-wedde  be  771 

Yn-to  ]ye  Markes  of  Salucez  riht  anone 

And  as  pia  Erie  was  preide  riht  so  dide 

For  att  ye  daie  sette .  he  on  his  waie  is  gone  774 

To-waides  Salutz  and  lordes  many  one 

In  riche  Ande  piB  Mayden  for  to  Gyde 

Hir  ^onge  broj^er  rideynge  be  hire  side  777 
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H  Araide  was  to-wanle  hir  mariagp  778 

This  frische  maide  ful  of  gemmes  cleie 

Hire  broj^er  whiche  fat  seuen  3ere  was  of  age 

Araide  eke  ful  friscbo  in  his  manere  781 

And  fxLB  in  grete  noblesse  and  wif  gladde  chieie 

To-ward  Saluces  schapinge  hire  lomaie 

Fro  daie  to  dale  fei  rideinge  in  hire  weie .  784 

[Explicit]  Onarta  pars  f abnle 

[PART  v.] 

Amonge  al  fis  after  his  wikked  vsage  785 

))is  Markes  ^it  his  wif  gan  tempte  more 
To  J)e  vttrest  prene  of  hir  Corage 
Fulli  to  baue  experiment  and  lore .  788 

If  ^t  sche  was  as  stedfast  as  before 
He  on  a  daie  in  open  audience 
Ful  bustusly  ha]»  seide  hir  ^is  sentence  7*91 

^  Certes  Crisilde  .1.  had  .L-nowhe  plesance  792 

To  baue  ^owe  to  my  wif  for  joure  goodnesse 

As  for  joure  trou^  OTid  joure  obeissance 

"Not  for  joure  lignage  ne  for  joure  rechesse  795 

Bot  nowe  quod  he  in  verreie  so^efastnesse 

That  in  grete  lordeschippe  jif  .1.  wil  a-vise 

There  is  grete  seruitute  in  sundre  wise  798 

V  .1.  male  not  do  as  enery  plouhe  man  maj  799 
My  peple  me  constreyne])  forto  take 

AnoJ^er  wif  and  crien  daie  be  daie 

And  eke  ^o  pope  rankoure  for  to  slake  802 

Consented  it  ^at  dare  .L  ynder-tak 

And  trewlye  ^us  muche  .1.  wil  }owe  seie 

My  newe  wif  is  cominge  bee  ^e  weie  805 

V  Be  stronge  of  herte  and  voide  anone  hir  place  806 
And  ^nke  dowairo  ^at  je  brouhten  me 

Tak  it  ajeine  .1.  graunte  it  of  my  grace  ptnf  uo 
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Betome];  to  joure  faders  house  quod  he  809 

Ko  man  maje  alweie  haue  pro8p[6r]ite 

WiJ>  euen  hert  .1.  rede  joue  to  endure 

The  stroke  of  fortune  or  of  aventure  812 

IT  And  sche  ajeine  ansewarde  in  pacience  813 

My  lorde'seide  sche  .1.  wote  and  wist  al  weie 

How  ^&i  be-twex  joure  magnificence 

And  my  pouerte  no  whight  can  ne  maie  816 

Maken  comparison  f&t  is  no  naye 

•I.  held  me  neuer  digne  in  no  mane^'e 

To  be  joure  wif  ne  ^it  jouie  chamberere  819 

IT  And  in  )ns  fere  30  me  lady  maade  820 

The  hihe  god  take  .L  for  my  wittenesse 

And  also  wisely  he  my  soule  gl^de 

•I.  neuer  helde  me  lady  ne  maistresse  823 

Bot  humble  seruant  to  joure  wor])me8se 

And  euer  schal  while  fat  my  lif  maie  dure 

Abouen  eueiy  worldly  creature  82G 

%  That  )e  so  longe  of  joure  benignite  827 

Haue  holde  me  in  honour  and  nobleie 

Where  as  .1.  was  nouht  wor]»e  to  be 

pat  ]K)nke  .L  god  and  jowe  whome  .1.  preie  830 

For-jelde  it  jow  J>ere  is  no  more  to  seye 

Vnto  my  fader  gladly  wil  .L  wende 

And  wi])  him  duel  vnto  my  lyues  ende  833 

%  Ther  .L  was  fostred  a  childe  ful  smaH  834 

Til  .L  be  dede  my  lif  fev  wil  .1.  lede 

A  wedowe  clen  in  body  hert  and  aH 

For  aepye  .1.  jaue  to  jowe  my  maidenhede  637 

And  am  joure  trewe  wif  it  is  no  drede 

God  schelde  suche  a  lordes  wif  to  take 

Ano^  man  to  husbonde  or  to  make  840 
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V  ffor  oute  of  doute  pia  olde  ponre  man  904 

])at  wban  ])e  lorde  had  fulfilde  his  corage 

For  ener  it  demed  8i]>^e  it  fiist  began 

Him  wold  ^inge  it  were  disparage  907 

To  wedde  one  of  so  pooere  a  lignage 

To  his  astate  so  lowe  to  a  lyht 

And  Yoide  hir  as  sone  as  ener  he  myht  910 

IT  ^eine  his  donhter  hastely  go))e  he  911 

For  he  be  nojse  of  folke  knewe  hire  comeinge 

And  wi]y  hire  olde  cote  as  it  miht  be 

He  couerde  hir  fill  sorwfullj  wepinge  914 

Bot  on  hir  bodi  myht  he  it  nouht  bringe 

For  rude  was  ye  clo^  and  more  of  age 

Be  fele  daies  ]yan  was  hire  Mariage  917 

IT  Thus  wij)  hire  fader  for  a  cerfceine  space  918 

Dwelle])  piB  flonre  of  wifly  pacience 

That  ney^[r]  be  hir  wordes  ne  be  hir  face 

Be-fome  fe  folke  ne  eke  in  hir  absence .  921 

Ne  schewede  sche  ]»at  hir  was  done  offence ' 

Ne  of  hire  hihe  astate  in  remembrance 

Ne  hadde  sche  as  be  hir  countenance  924 

f  No  wondere  is  for  in  hire  grete  astate  925 

Hire  goste  was  euer  in  pleine  hnmilite 

No  tendre  mou))e  none  herte  delicate 

Ne  pompe  ne  semblant  of  roialte  928 

Bot  ful  of  pacience  and  benignite 

Discrete  and  pridelee  ay  honurable 

And  to  hir  husbond  eaere  meke  and  stable  931 

IT  Men  speken  of  lob  and  most  of  his  humblesse  932 

As  clerkes  whan  hem  liste  can  endite 
Namely  of  men  bot  as  in  sothefastnesse  [kaf  lo.  bade] 

Thow  clerkes  preisen  wemmen  bo[t]  a  lite  935 
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Ther  can  no  man  in  Humblesse  him  acquite 

As  wemmen  can  ne  can  be  halfe  so  trewe 

As  wemmen  buen  bot  it  be  fal  of  newe  933 

[PART  VL] 

IT  Fro  Boleyne  is  ])is  erle  of  pauyhe  co^nme  939 

Of  whiche  |>e  fame  yp  spronge  to  more  and  lesso 

And  to  ^e  peple  eres  al  and  somme 

Was  Cou))e  eke  pai  a  new  Marqujsesse  942 

He  vrip  him  brouht  in  suche  pompe  and  recchesse 

psi  neuer  was  pet  seen  wij)  mannes  eye 

So  noble  aiaie  in  al  west  lumbardeye  945 

V  Ther  Markes  whiche  J^at  knewe  and  schope  al  J^is     946 
Or  ^at  fiB  Erie  was  comme  sent  his  message 

For  pake  cely  poure  Cnsild 

And  sche  wi]»  humble  herte  and  glad  visage  949 

Kouhte  wi]r]ye  no  swollen  hert  in  hire  Corage 

Cam  att  hire  heste  and  on  hir  knes  hir  sette 

And  reu^rentlj  and  wislj  sche  him  grette  952 

IT  Crisilda  quod  he  my  wil  is  ytterlye  953 

This  maiden  ^at  schal  be  wedded  to  me 

Keceyved  be  morwe  as  Eoiallye 

As  possible  is  in  my  house  to  be  956 

And  eke  )»at  euery  wyght  in  his  degre 

Haue  his  astate  in  sittinge  and  s^ruice 

And  hihe  plesance  as  .1.  can  best  deuise  959 

V  .1.  haue  no  womman  sufSsant  certeine  960 
The  chambres  for  to  airaie  in  ordinance 

After  my  lust  f  and  J)ere-fore  wolde  .1.  feine 

)>ine  were  al  suche  maner  gouernance  963 

pon  knowest  eke  of  olde  al  my  plesafice 

)?ouhe  ])ine  araie  be  bad  and  yuel  be-seye 

Do  ])ou  ^i  deuere  att  ^e  leste  waie  966 
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f  Not  onlj  loide  )»at  .1.  am  gladde  quod  ache  967 

To  do  ^ouie  lust  bot  .L  desire  also 

3owe  for  to  seme  and  plese  in  my  degre 

Wijhoaten  feynteinge  and  schal  euer  moo  970 

Ne  neuer  for  no  wele  ne  for  woo 

Ne  schal  ye  goste  wi^inue  myne  beit  stinte 

To  lone  30W  best  wi]y  al  my  trewe  entente  973 

f  And  Yrip  fai  woide  sche  gan  fe  boose  to  dibt  974 

And  tables  for  to  sette  aud  beddee  make 

And  peyned  hire  to  done  al  fat  scbe  myht  paitf  itq 

Preieinge  fe  cbambreres  for  goddes  sake  977 

To  hasten  hem  and  fast  swepe  and  shake 

And  scbe  pe  most  seroisiable  of  f^ 

Ksipe  euery  chambre  arraide  and  his  hali  980 

IT  Abonte  yndem  gan  pia  erle  alyht  981 

And  wy]y  him  brouht  his  noble  childem  tweye 

For-wi^  fe  peple  ran  to  see  J^at  siht 

Of  hir  airaye  so  Kichely  beseye  984 

and  ]>an  at  arst  amonges  hem  ^i  sey 

])at  Walter  was  no  fVde  )>ouhe  ^at  him  Icste 

To  chaunge  his  wif  for  it  was  for  fe  beste  987 

IT  For  sche  is  fairere  as  ^ei  demen  alle  988 

pan  is  Crisilde  and  more  tendir  of  age 

And  feirer  friiyte  betwene  hem  schold  &H 

And  more  plesance  for  hir  hihe  lignage  991 

Hir  brojyer  eke  so  faire  was  of  visage 

That  hem  to  se  ye  peple  ha^  kauht  plesance 

Commendynge  nowe  ^e  Markes  gonemance  994 

if  0  stormy  peple  vnsad  and  euer  vntrewe  995 

Ay  indiscrete  and  chaongeinge  as  a  fane 

Deliteinge  aye  in  Eomble  yat  is  newe 

Fare  like  ^e  mone  ay  wexen  ^e  and  wane  ^998 
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Ay  fill  of  Clappinge  dere  ynowhe  a  lane 

^ooie  dome  as  fals  joure  inconstance  wele  pieue^ 

A  for  giete  fole  is  lie  ^t  on  jowe  leue^  1001 

IT  Thus  seiden  sadde  folke  in  ]yat  Cite  ]  002 

Whan  ^t  fe  peple  gased  vp  and  doune 

For  ^i  were  glad  riht  for  fe  nouelte 

To  haue  a  newe  lady  of  here  tonne  1005 

"No  more  of  ^is  now  make  .1.  mencione 

Bot  to  Crisilde  anone  .L  wil  me  dresse 

And  tel  hir  Constance  and  bir  besinesse  1008 

IT  Fol  besy  was  crisilde  in  enery  )>inge  1009 

pai  to  ])e  feste  was  apertenent 

Eiht  nonht  was  sche  abassched  of  bird  cloj^inge 

^ube  it  were  rode  and  eke  somdele  to-rente  1012 

Bot  wi^  glad  cbiere  to  pe  jate  is  wente 

"Wjf  ofere  folke  to  grete  J>e  marquysesse 

And  after  pat  do))  ioife  bire  besinesse  1015 

f  WiJ)  so  gladde  cbiere  bis  gestes  scbe  resceyne)>        1016 

And  conyngly  eoerycbe  in  bis  degre . 

J)at  de&nte  no  man  apperceyuej^ 

Bot  aie  ^i  wondren  wbat  scbe  mybt  be     QwifiM^Ui]    1019 

Tbat  in  so  pouer  araye  was  for  to  se 

And  couj^e  sucbe  bononre  and  reuerence 

And  worj^ely  fe  preised  bire  prudence  1022 

IT  In  al  ]7is  men  wbile  scbe  ne  stinte  1023 

Tbis  maiden  and  eke  bir  bro))er  to  cofnmende 

Wi^  al  bir  bert  wi]y  ful  benynge  entente 

So  wele  ]yat  no  man  con^e  bir  prise  amende  1026 

Bot  att  ^  lasts  wban  ])es  lordes  wende 

To  sitten  doune  att  mete  be  gan  to  caH 

Crisilde  as  scbe  was  busy  in  bis  bf^  1029 
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IT  Crisild  quod  he  as  it  were  in  bis  pleie  1030 

Howe  like^  fe  my  wif  and  hire  beaute 

Bibt  wele  quod  scbe  my  lorde  for  in  goode  feie 

A  feirer  sawbe  .1.  nener  none  ]yan  scbe  1033 

•L  prei  to  god  y£,  ^one  prosperity 

And  so  bope  .L  fsi  be  wil  to  30ue  sende 

Plesance  ynowbe  Tnto  ^ouie  liues  ende  1036 

f  .0.  ^inge  besecbe  .L  ^owe  and  wame  also  1037 

))at  3e  prikke  wip  no  tnmementynge 

pia  tender  maiden  as  je  bane  done  mo 

For  scbe  is  fosterd  in  bir  noriscbeinge  1040 

More  tendrely  and  to  my  snpposinge 

Scbe  cou]ye  noubt  adnersite  endure 

As  con])e  a  pore  fostred  creature  1043 

H  And  wban  J^is  Waltier  sanbe  bire  pacienoe  1044 

Hir  glad  cbiere  and  no  malece  att  al 

And  be  so  oft  bad  done  bire  offence 

And  scbe  aye  sadde  and  constante  as  a  wal  1047 

Continoinge  ener  bire  Innocens  oner  al 

Tbi9  stordy  Markes  gan  bis  bert  dresse 

To  rewen  on  bire  wifly  stedfastnesse  1050 

f  Tbis  is  ynonbe  Crisilde  myne  quod  be  1051 

Be  nowe  no  more  agaste  ne  yuel  arpaide 

.1.  baue  pi  ieipe  and  fi  benignite 

As  wele  as  eaer  womman  was  assaide  1054 

In  grete  astate  and  poaerly  araide 

Kow  knowe  .1.  dere  wife  }i  stedfastnesse 

And  bire  in  annes  toke  and  gan  bir  kesse  1057 

if  And  scbe  for  wonder  toke  of  it  no  kepe  1058 

Scbe  ^ubt  noubt  wbat  ^inge  be  to  bir  seide 
Scbe  ferde  as  scbe  bad  stert  oute  of  bir  slepe>  StoJVfaSrSn 
Til  scbe  oute  of  bir  masedonesse  abraide      Otf  itn      1061 
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Ciisida  quod  he  be  god  J>at  for  vs  deide 

Thou  ert  my  wif  ne  none  oj^er  .L  haue 

Ne  neuer  had  so  god  my  soule  sane  1064 

IT  This  is  fi  donhter  whiche  fau.  hast  sappoeed  1065 

To  be  my  wif  pai  to]»er  faipe  fully 

Schal  be  myne  heire  as  .1.  haue  aye  pozposed 

Thou  bare  hem  in  pi  bodi  trewly .  1068 

Att  Boleyne  haue  .1.  kepped  hem  pnuely 

Take^  hem  ajeine  for  nowe  maist  )k>u  noujt  sey 

))at  yon  hast  lome  none  of  fi  children  tweie  1071 

f  And  folke  yaX  opene  wise  haue  seide  of  me  1072 

•L  wame  hem  wele  fai  J.  haue  done  ^is  dede 

For  no  malece  ne  for  no  cruelte 

Bot  for  to  assaie  in  pe  pi  wommanhede  1075 

And  nouht  for  to  sle  my  childem  god  for-bode 

Bot  for  to  kepe  hem  pnuely  and  stiH 

Til  .L  pi  puipos  knewe  and  al  J^i  will  1078 

IT  Whan  sche  fia  herde  a  swoune  doune  sche  falle^    107^ 

For  pitous  loye  and  after  hire  swoneinge 

Sche  bo))e  hir  3onge  childeme  to  hire  calle^ 

And  in  hir  annes  pytously  wepeinge  1082 

Embrase^  hem  and  tendurly  kissinge 

Fol  lyk  a  mode  wi]y]ye  hir  salte  teres 

Sche  ba^  bo]>  lure  vesage  and  hire  e^  1085 

IT  0  whiche  a  pitous  syht  it  was  to  see  108(( 

Hir  swoneynge  and  hire  humble  Yoice  to  here 

Giaunt  mercye  lord  god  .L  ^onked  jowe  quod  sche 

^t  ^e  haue  sauede  me  my  childem  dere  1089 

Nowe  reche  .1.  neu^re  to  be  dede  liht  here 

Se^))e  .1.  stonde  in  joure  loue  and  in  joure  grace 

No  force  of  dej^e  ne  whan  my  sprite  passe  1092 
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f  0  tender  o  deie  o  jonge  childem  myne  1093 

^ooie  woful  modere  wende  stedflBistlj 

])at  cruel  houndes  or  sum  foule  yermyne 

Had  eten  )owe  bot  god  of  his  meicye  1096 

And  ^ouie  benigne  fader  tendurlj 

Ha^  done  )owe  kepe  in  ^  same  stomide 

Al  sodanlj  sche  swapped  a-downe  to  grounde  1099 

And  in  hir  awotine  so  sadly  hsldep  sche  1100 

Hete  childem  tao  whan  sche  gan  hem  enbxace 

That  wi^  grete  slyht  and  giete  difficulte  ci«i  m.  bMk j 

The  childeme  from  hir  harme  ]yei  gun  race  1 103 

O  many  a  tere  on  mony  a  pitous  &ce 

Doune  ranne  on  hem  ]iat  stoden  hir  be  side 

Ynne^  aboute  hir  myhten  fei  a-bide  1 106 

S  Walter  hire  g^ep  and  hire  sorwe  slake))  1 107 

Sche  rise))  yp  a-basched  from  hir  traunce 

And  eneiy  wyht  hire  ioye^  and  feet  make^ 

Til  sche  h&ye  cauht  ajeine  her  countenance  1110 

Waltier  hir  doye  fei^efully  plesance 

)>at  it  is  deynte^  for  to  see  )»e  chiere 

Be-twexe  hem  tuo  nowe  fei  hue  mette  in  fere  1113 

f  This  ladyse  whan  ^t  ^i  her  time  seie  1114 

Han  taken  hire  and  in  to  chambre  gone 

And  strippen  hir  oute  of  hir  rode  araie 

And  in  a  do^  of  golde  ^t  briht  schone  1117 

Wi^  a  corenal  and  mony  a  riche  stone 

Vpon  hir  hede  ))ei  in-to  hal  hir  brouhte 

And  yon  sche  was  honoured  as  sche  ouhte  1120 

f  Thus  ha^  ^is  pytous  dale  a  blisful  ende  1 121 

For  euery  man  aTid  womman  do^e  her  myht 

This  daie  in  mer^  and  reuel  to  despende 

Til  on  ))e  welkine  schone  ]>e  sterres  briht  1 1 24 
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For  more  solempne  in  euery  mannes  siht 

This  feste  was  and  gretter  of  costage 

Than  was  fe  reuel  of  hir  Mariage  1127 

f  Fill  mony  a  jere  in  hihe  -proepente  1128 

Leuen  ])is  tuo  in  Concorde  and  rest 

And  richely  liia  douhter  marled  he 

Yn-to  a  lorde  one  of  ^e  wordiest  1131 

Of  aH  jtaUe  )>an .  and  pees  and  rest 

His  wives  fader  in  his  conrte  he  kepe)> 

Til  ]iat  his  soole  oate  of  his  body  crepe^  1134 

f  His  Sonne  saccede)>  in  his  heritage  1135 

In  reste  and  pes  after  his  fader  dale 
And  fortunate  eke  was  in  mariage 

AI  pute  he  nouht  his  wif  in  grete  assaie  1138 

)^is  werlde  is  not  so  stronge  it  is  no  naye 
As  it  ha])e  hue  in  olde  time  3ore 

And  erkenejy  what  ])is  anctor  sei)>  pere-tore  1141 

• 

IT  This  storie  is  seide  not  for  fai  wyues  scholde  1 142 

Folowen  Crisilde  as  in  hnmilite 

For  it  were  importable  ^ouhe  ^i  wolde  Umtwj 

Bot  for  ]iat  euery  whight  in  his  degre  1145 

Bcholde  be  constant  in  adu^rsite 

As  was  Crisilda  )>er-for  Petrake  wryte^ 

This  story  whiche  he  wi|)  hihe  stile  endite)^  1148 

IT  For  se^^  a  womman  was  so  paciente  1149 

Ynto  a  mortal  man  wele  more  ys  ouht 

Eeceyuen  al  in  gre  ]iat  god  vs  sente 

For  grete  skylles  he  prone])  pat  he  wrouht  1152 

Bot  he  tempte])  no  man  )>at  he  bouht 

As  sei))e  seinte  lame  if  ^e  his  pistol  rede 

He  prouef  folke  aldaie  it  is  no  drode  1155 
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IT  And  Buffire)^  V8  as  for  ouze  ex«rcifle  1156 

Wi]y  schaipe  scourges  of  adueisite 

Ful  often  to  be  beten  in  sundry  wise 

Kon^t  for  to  knowe  oure  -wil  for  certes  be  1159 

Or  we  ware  borne  knewe  al  onre  frelete 

And  for  oure  best  is  al  his  gouemance 

Lete  Ts  ]»n  leue  in  yertuous  suffi»nce  1162 

IT  Bot  lordinges  o  worde  herkene];  ar  J.  go  1 163 

It  ware  fill  baide  to  finde  nowe  a  dayes 

In  al  a  toune  Crisildes  one  or  tuo 

For  if  ^at  ^i  were  put  to  suche  assaies  1166 

The  golds  of  hem  ha^  nowe  so  bad  laies 

ynp  bras  yat  ]K>uhe  fe  coyne  be  faire  at  eye 

It  wolde  ra^r  briste  y  tuQ  fan  plye  1169 

IT  For  whiche :  for  fe  wyues  loue  of  ba^  1170 

Whas  lyf  and  al  here  hel])e  god  maynteigne 

In  hire  maystre  and  elles  ware  it  ska^e 

•L  wolde  wi]y  lusty  herte  finsche  and  grene  1173 

Sey  jowe  a  songe  to  glad  jowe  .1.  wene 

And  latte  us  stint  of  enestful  matiere 

Herkene^  my  songe  ^at  sei]»e  in  J^is  manere  1176 


LenYoye  da  Chaucer 

Criselde  is  dede  and  hir  pacience 
And  bo)»e  at  ones  beried  in  ytaile 
Wher-fore  .L  crie  in  open  audience  1179 

"No  wedded  man  be  hardie  to  assails 
His  wives  pacience  in  hope  to  finde 
Crifloldez  for  certes  he  schal  fails  1182 
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0  noble  wynes  ful  of  ire  pradence 

Lat  none  humylite  joure  tonge  naile 

Ke  late  no  clerke  haue  cause  or  diligence    Dm^  i»,  bkj    1185 

To  write  of  jowe  a  stone  of  suche  menreile 

As  Crisilde  pacient  and  kinde 

Lest  chicheuaclie  )owe  swelowe  in  hire  entreile  1188 

Folowe))  here  to  and  boldejy  no  silence 

Bot  euer  answer  att  pe  countretaile 

Be]y  noabt  bedaffed  for  jonre  innocence  1191 

Bot  scbarpelj  take  on  jowe  j^e  gouemaile 

£npnnte)>  wele  pis  lesson  in  joure  mynde 

For  commune  profite  sef^  it  maie  availe  1 194 

ye  Arcbewyues  stande])  att  fe  fense 

Sep  je  be  stronge  as  is  a  grete  Camaile 

Ke  suffire))  noujt  pat  men  do  ^owe  offence  1 197 

And  sclender  wives  and  febel  as  in  a  bataile 

Bep  egre  as  is  a  tigre  jonde  in .  Inde 

Ay  clappep  as  a  melle  .1.  ^owe  counseile  1 200 

Ke  drede  bem  noubt .  ne  do  bem  no  reuerence 

For  poube  pi  busbonde  armed  be  in  maile 

pe  arwes  of  pi  crabbed  eloquence  1203 

Scbal  pers  bis  breste  and  eke  bis  aduentaile 

In  gelowsye  .1.  rede  eke  )x)a  bim  binde 

And  Jyou  make  bim  coucbe  as  do^  a  qwaile  1206 

If  ^w  bne  faire  pere  folke  bue  in  presence 

Bcbew  )»ou  )>i  visage  and  pme  aparaile 

If  ^  be  foule  be  fre  of  )>i  dispence  1209- 

To  gete  pe  &endes  do  aye  ]yi  trauayle 

Be  ay  of  cbier  as  libt  as  lef  on  lynde 

And  late  bim  care  and  wepe  and  wringe  and  wayle .  1212 

Xzplioit  oommendado 
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bdpit  Abvla .       [<«  iM/m  >«*] 

Tllilome  ^  vas  dweUinge  in  lumbanlis 
A  -mafi  knyht  ^at  tionie  was  ia  Paue 
In  ivliiche  ha  leaed  in  grete  proepente 
Anil  .xL  )eie  &  wiflee  man  was  be  I24S 

And  Mowda  aye  hia  bodely  delite 
On  wemmen  was  his  hole  appetite 

As  done  fea  foles  ^t  bu  Becoleie 

And  whan  ^at  he  was  passed  .Ix.  jere  1252 

Were  it  for  bolynes  or  for  dotage 

.L  can  nooht  seie  bat  suche  a  grete  conge 

Had  yia  knyht  to  be  a  wedded  man 

ijiatdaieaiulnyhtbe  do^al  ^thecan  p-i  rytiid — titf  i»] 

To  aapie  when  he  layht  wedded  be' 

Fninge  oon  lorde  to  grant  him  Jiat  he  pHtitt] 

myht  ones  knows  ^t  blisful  life 

fai  is  betwex  an  hnsbond  and  bis  wif  1260 

And  for  to  lene  vnder  )nt  holy  bonds 

Wi^  wiche  god  fiiet  man  and  womman  bonds 

Ifone  o^r  life  seide  he  is  wor)«  a  bene 

For  wedlok  is  so  esy  and  bo  clene  1261 

That  in  Jiis  werlds  it  is  a  paradise 

Thva  eeids  ^ia  olde  knyht  ^at  was  so  wise 

An  certeinly  as  Mpe  as  godde  is  kenge 

To  take  a  wif  it  is  a  glorioose  ^inge  1368 

And  namely  whan  a  man  is  olde  and  bore 

^an  is  a  wif  frayt  of  his  tresore 

^an  Beholds  he  take  a  jonge  wif  and  a  faire 

On  wluche  he  myht  engender  him  an  heiie  1272 
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And  leden  his  lif  in  I07  and  solace 

Where  as  pe  bachellier  singen  alace 

Whan  ]yat  pei  iinden  any  aduersite 

In  loue  whiche  pat  is  hot  childes  yanite  1276 

And  trewli  it  sitte  wele  to  be  so 

Jyat  bachilliers  haue  ofte  peine  and  woo 

On  brutel  gronnde  ^ei  boiled  brutilnesse 

^ei  finde  firelte  whan  pei  wene  Sikemesse  1280 

^ei  leue  hot  as  a  burde  or  as  a  beste 

In  libeite  and  ynder  none  areste 

^re  as  a  wedded  man  in  his  astate 

Leue]y .  his  lyf  blisfol  and  ordinate  1 284 

Ynder  fe  ^okke  of  manage  .yboonde 

Wele  may  his  herte  In  loy  arid  blisse  aboande 

For  who  can  be  so  buxum  as  a  wife 

Who  is  so  trewe  and  eke  so  tentife  1 288 

To  kepe  him  seeke  and  hole  as  is  his  make 

For  wele  or  woo  sche  nytt  nouht  him  for-sake 

Sche  is  nouht  werye  him  to  loue  and  serue 

^ih  ^at  he  lye  beddred  til  he  sterue  1292 

And  jit  soTTtme  clerkes  seine  it  is  nouht  so 

Of  whiche  Theofrast  is  one  of  ^0 

VVliat  fors  Jouhe  Theofrast  list  lye 

Ke  take  no  wif  quod  he  for  husbandrie  1296 

As  for  to  spare  in  householde  ^i  despence 

A  trew  s^ruant  dope  more  diligence  Deaf  129,  back} 

Thine  goode  to  kepe  ^an  ^ine  owen  wif 

For  sche  wil  claime  half  parte  in  al  hire  lif  1300 

And  jif  |>at  ]>ou  be  seke  so  god  me  saue 

Thyne  verrey  frendes  or  a  trew  knaue 

WU.  kepe  ])e  bett  ]yan  sche  ^at  waite];  aie 

After  ^i  goode  am2  haue])  do  mony  dale  1304 

[And  if  thou  take  a  wife  that  to  the  is  vn-trewe  • 

ffi^  ofte  tyme  it  schaH  the  rewe .]         ^];}l^iJ:!^'"\!^**^ 

^  •>  Addtt.  5140,  leaf  149] 

To  ])is  entente  and  an  .C.  si^es  wers 

Write^  J)is  man  pere  god  his  soule  cors  1 308 
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Bot  take  no  kepe  of  al  such  vanite 

Defye  Theofiast  and  herkene)>  me 

IT  A  wif  is  goddes  3ift  veiraily 

Al  o)>eT  maner  jiftes  hardely  1312 

As  landes  Tentes  pasture  or  comune 

O^er  ey^er  jiftes  ^at  bien  mebles  of  fortune 

^at  passen  as  a  schadowe  on  a  wal 

Bot  drede  nouht  if  pleinly  speke  I.  schal  1316 

A  wif  wil  last  and  in  ^ine  house  endure 

Wei  langer  )>an  ]>e  Ust  endure 

Mariage  is  a  f ul  grete  sacrament 

He  whiche  ha)>  no  wif  .1.  holde  him  schent  1320 

He  leueji  helples  and  is  al  desolate 

.1.  speke  of  folke  in  seculere  astate 

And  herken  whi  .1.  seie  nouht  ^is  for  nouht 

^  womman  is  for  mannes  helpe  I-wrouht  1 32 1 

]^e  hihe  god  whan  he  had  Adam  maked 

And  sauhe  him  a-lone  h[e]ly  nakeded 

God  of  his  grete  goodnesse  seide  be  )>an 

Latt  YS  nowe  make  an  helpe  to  ^is  man  1328 

.T.-like  to  him  selfe  and  ^at  he  maade  Eue 

Here  maie  je  see  and  here  be  preue 

J^at  wif  is  mannes  help  and  comforte 

His  paradise  terestre  and  his  disporte  1332 

So  buxum  and  so  vertuus  is  sche 

]7ei  moste  nedes  leue  in  vnite 

O  flesche  and  o  blode  as  .1.  gesse 

Ke  ha]>e  bot  on  herte  in  wele  and  in  destresse  1336 

A  wif  a  seinte  mare  benedicite 

Howe  myhte  a  man  haue  any  aduersite 

^at  ha^  a  wif  certes  .1.  can  nouht  seye 

The  blisse  ]>at  is  be-tuex  hem  tueye  1340 

pere  maie  no  tunge  tel  or  hert  ^inke . 

If  he  be  pou^re  Sche  helpe^  him  to  swynke  [leaf  iso] 

Sche  kepe]>  his  gode  and  waste^  neuf  r  a  dele 

And  al  ^at  hire  husbond  lust  hire  lyke])  wele  1344 
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Sclie  sei]>  nouht  ones  naie  whan  he  sei]}e  je 

Dop  pis  8ai]>e  he  Alredy  sire  8ei]>  sche 

O  blisf ol  order .  o  wedlok  p7'ecious 

fou  ert  so  rnery  and  eke  so  veituous  1348 

And  so  commended  and  approued  eke 

fai  euery  mon  pst  holde]}  him  wor^e  a  leke 

Ypon  his  hare  knees  ouht  al  his  lif 

Thonken  his  god  ]>at  him  ha]}  sente  a  -wif  1352 

0]}ire  praie  god  him  for  to  sende 

A  wif  to  last  vnto  his  l3rues  ende 

For  ^an  his  lif  is  sett  in  sekurnesse 

He  may  nouhte  be  deceiued  as  .1.  gesse  1356 

So  ]>at  he  worche  after  his  wyues  rede 

pan  maie  he  boldely  here  yp  his  hede 

pei  bnen  so  trewe  and  so  wise 

For  wiche  if  ]}0u  wilt  worcben  as  ^e  wise  1 360 

Do  al  waie  so  as  ^e  womman  wil  pe  reede 

Lo  howe  pai  lacob  as  pea  clerkes  rede 

Be  goode  Counsel  of  his  moder  Eebek 

Bande  pe  kidde  scynne  aboute  his  nek  1364 

For  whiebe  his  faders  benison  he  wan 

Lo  InditH  as  pe  storie  eke  tel  can 

Be  wise  Counsel  sche  goddes  peple  kept^  p  t  nobtd  <mi] 

And  slowhe  him  Olofemus  while  he  slept  1368 

Lo  howe  Abigaile  be  gode  counsel  bowe  ]>at  sche 

Saued  hir  busbond  nabal  whan  ]}at  he 

Schold  bane  be  sleyne  afid  Loke  after  al  so 

Be  goode  counsel  deliuerd  out  of  wo  1372 

The  peple  of  god  and  made  bem  mardothe 

Of  Assure  enchaunced  for  to  be 

There  nes  no]>inge  in^  gre  superlatiif  [^  ?  in  <»  a  later  kand] 

As  sei]>  Senec  aboue  an  bumble  wif  1376 

Sufiurjy  |}i  wines  tonge  as  Caton  bitte 

Scbe  scbal  co??unande  and  ]>ou  scbalt  suffur  it 

And  3ute  scbe  will  obeie  of  Curtesye 

A  wif  is  keper  of  pin  busbondrie  1 380 
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Wele  maie  )>e  seke  man  'be-waile  and  wepe 

peie  as  peie  nes  no  wif  fe  house  to  kepe 

.1.  vame  fe  if  wisely  Jou  wilt  worche 

Loue  wele  ]>i  wif  as  crist  loiie)>  bis  chirche  ci^f  uo,  back] 

If  fovL  loues  pi  self  )>ou  loues  ]>i  wif  1385 

No  man  hate^  bis  flescbe  bot  in  bis  lif 

He  fostre^  it  a?id  ]>er-for  bid  .1.  ^e 

Cbitiscbe  ^i  wif  or  pon  scalt  nener  ^e  1388 

Husband  and  wif  wbatt  so  men  lape  or  pleie 

Of  werldly  folke  bolde  J>e  ribt  weie 

Tbei  buen  so  knytte  yet  maie  non  hanne  be-tide 

And  namely  ypon  tbe  wif  Bide  1392 

For  wbicbe  pla  lanuare  of  wbicbe  .1.  tolde 

Considered  in  wi]>  bis  dales  olde 

The  lusty  ye  vertuous  quiete 

That  is  in  manage  any  swete  1396 

And  for  his  frendes  on  a  dale  sent 

To  teHen  hem  J^effect  of  lus  e[n]tent 

Wiy  face  sadde  he  ha]>  hem  yis  tale  tolde 

He  seide  frendes  .1.  am  bore  and  olde  1400 

And  almoste  god  wote  att  my  puttes  brinke 

Ypon  my  soule  sum  what  most  .1.  ^inke 

.1.  haue  my  body  folely  dispended 

.L-bHssed  be  god  pat  it  schal  be  amended  1404 

For  .L  wil  be  certeine  a  wedded  man 

And  pai  in  al  ]ie  hast  ^at  .1.  can 

Ynto  sum  maide  faire  and  tendre  of  age 

•L  praie  jowe  schape  for  mi  Manage  1408 

Als  sudanly  for  .1.  wil  nouht  abide 

And  .1.  wil  fonde  aspie  on  my  side 

To  whome  .1.  maie  be  wedded  hastely 

Bot  for  also  muche  as  je  buen  mo  J^an  .1.  1412 

je  schoH  raceme  suche  a  ^inge  aspyen 

]^an  .1.  and  where  me  lust  best  to  allyen 

Bot  o  ^inge  wame  .1.  ^owe  my  frendes  dere 

•I.  wil  none  olde  wif  haue  in  no  manere  1416 
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Sclie  schal  nouht  passe  .zyj.  ^ere  certeigne 

Olde  flessbe  and  jonge  flesshe  pat  wolde  .1.  haue  ful  feine 

Bet  is  quod  he  a  pike  ]>an  a  pikerele 

And  better  pa,n  olde  bufe  is  tendre  vele  1420 

.1.  wil  no  womman  .xx.  jere  of  age 

It  nes  bot  benestrawe .  and  grete  forage 

And  eke  fia  olde  wedowes  god  it  wote 

))ei  kon  so  muche  craft  on  wades  bote  1424 

So  mechil  broken  harme  whan  J^at  hem  lest 

pat  wi^e  hem  schold  .1.  neuare  leue  in  rest  pMf  isi] 

For  sondre  scoles  make^  soubstile  clerkes 

Wemmen  of  monj  a  scole  halue  a  clerke  is  1428 

Bot  certeynly  a  ^onge  )>inge  maie  me  guye 

Kiht  as  men  maie  warme  wex  wi^  hondes  to  plie 

Where-for  .1.  seie  30 we  pleynly  in  clause 

.1.  wil  none  olde  wif  for  ^is  cause  1432 

For  if  BO  weer  if  .1.  hadde  so  meschaunce 

That  .1.  in  hire  cou^e  haue  [no]  plesance 

Than  scholde  .1.  lede  my  lyf  in  adultrie 

An;d  so  strike  to  )>e  deuel  whan  .1.  deie  1436 

Ke  chn  scholde  .1.  none  ypon  hir  geten 

^it  were  me  leuer  houndes  had  me  eten 

]iat  ^at  my  heritage  schold  fal 

In  straunge  hande  and  fua  .1.  tel  ^owe  al  1440 

.1.  doute  nouht  J.  wote  pe  cause  whye 

Men  schold  wedde  and  for]>er  more  wote  .1. 

Ther  speke^  mony  men  of  Mariage 

That  wote  no  more  of  it  ^an  wote  my  page  1444 

For  whiche  cause  men  schold  tak  a  wif 

If  he  maie  nouht  chast  be  be  his  lif 

Tak  him  a  wif  wi]?  grete  deuocion 

Be  cause  of  leueful  procreacion  1448 

Of  Childer  to  fe  honour  of  god  aboue 

And  not  onely  for  paramour  and  for  loue 

And  for  ])ei  scholde  lychery  eschewe 

And  jelde  her  dettes  whiles  ^t  it  is  newe  1 453 
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Or  for  pBi  ilke  man  schold  help  oj>eT 

In  Meschef  as  a  suster  schal  do  a  bro)>er 

And  lene  in  CKastite  fol  henenlj 

Bot  sires  be  jouie  lene  fsA  am  nonht  .1.  1456 

Pot  god  be  )K>nke-it  .1.  dar  make  a-yannt 

.1.  fele  my  lymes  stark  and  snfficeant 

To  done  al  ]}at  a  man  be-longe]i  to  do 

.1.  wote  my  selnen  best  what  .1.  may  do  1460 

Thonhe  .1.  be  hoie  as  do^  a  treie 

^t  blossome])  ar  pat  pe  frayte  y-waxe  hue 

A  blossome  tre  is  nei]>eT  drie  ne  dede 

.1.  feel  me  nowhwhere  hore  bot  on  myn  hede  1464 

Myne  herte  and  my  lymes  buen  as  grene 

As  lanrer  J^at  ]K>rwh .  pe  ^ere  is  seene 

And  se^en  ;e  haue  herd  al  myne  entent 

.1.  prai  30W  to  mi  wil  pst  je  assent       [i«mf  isi,  i»ek]        1468 

Diners  men  diners  him  tolde 

Off  Manages  mony  ensa[m]ples  olde 

Somme  blamed  it  som  prdsed  it  certeigne 

Bot  att  ^e  last  schortly  for  to  seine  1472 

As  al  dai  falle)>  altercacione 

Be-twex  frendes  in  dispatacione 

There  fel  a  strif  be-twix  his  bre)>ern  tuo 

Of  whiche  ^at  tone  was  cleped  Placebo  1476 

Placebo  seide  O.  lanuer  bro^r 

To  30U  tel  .1.  ^is  tale  and  to  none  o^ere 

FoH  litel  nede  had  ^e  my  lorde  so  dere 

Connsel  to  ax  of  any  ^at  is  here  1480 

Bot  pat  39  be  oone  so  ful  of  sapience 

pat  ^owe  ne  like^  for  ^oiire  hihe  prudence 

To  wayue  fro  fe  worde'of  Salomone 

This  worde  seide  he  vnto  vs  euerychone  1 484 

Wirke  al  ^inge  be  connseile  pus  seide  he 

And  ^an  schal  |)on  nouht  repent  ^e 

Bot  ^ouhe  pB,i  Salomon  spek  snche  a  wonle 

Mine  owen  dere  brojer  and  my  lorde  1488 
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So  wisly  god  my  soule  biinge  att  rest 

.1.  liolde  3oure  owen  consel  is  ]ie  best 

For  bro]>er  myne  of  me  take  ]>is  motif 

.1.  haue  nowe  bue  a  court  man  al  my  lif  1492 

And  god  wote  ]>oube  .1.  vnworfi  be 

.1.  haue  stande  in  fol  grete  degre 

Abouten  lordes  in  f ul  grete  astate 

Jit  hadde  .L  neuer  wi^  none  of  hem  at  bate  1496 

.1.  neuer  hem  contraried  trewly 

.1.  wote  wele  ^at  mi  lorde  can  more  ^an  .1. 

What  ^at  he  sei^e  .L  holde  it  ferme  and  stable 

.1.  seide  pe  same  or  elles  ^inge  semblable  1500 

A  ffol  grete  fole  is  any  counselloure 

]7at  s^niith  any  lorde  of  hihe  honoure 

fsi  dar  Resume  or  ones  ^inken  it 

^t  is  coansel  schol  pas  his  lordes  witte  1504 

Kay  lordes  ben  no  foles  be  my  faie 

3e  haue  ^oure  selfe  spoken  here  to-daie 

So  hihe  sentence  so  holy  and  so  >yele 

^t  .1.  consent  aTid  conferme  eu^ry  dele  1508 

Joure  wordez  al  and  joure  opynyoun 

Be  god  per  nys  no  man  in  al  ]}is  toune 

Ne  in  Itaile  coube  bette  haue  saide  OmT  iss] 

Ciist  halde]}  him  of  piB  ful  wele  apaied  1512 

And  trewly .  it  is  an  hihe  corage  ' 

Of  any  man  ^at  stoupin  in  his  age 

To  tak  a  jonge  wif  be  my  fader  kinne 

3oure  herte  honge|)  vpon  a  loly  pinne .  1516 

Dop  nowe  in  ]}is  matier  riht  as  3owe  leste 

For  finaly  .1.  halde  it  for  ^e  best 

1[  lustinus  ^at  ay  still  satt  and  herde 

He  riht  on  ^is  wise  to  placebo  he  ansewarde  1520 

Nowe  broker  myne  be  pacient  .1.  praie 

Serins  je  haue  seide  and  hetkenep  whatt  .1.  saie 

Senec  amonge  of  ere  wordes  wise 

Seijre  ]>at  a  man  ouht  him  riht  wele  ayise  1524 
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To  "wlioine  he  ^ene  his  londe  o^r  his  catel 

And  sejiins  .1.  auht  avise  me  riht  wel 

To  whom  .1.  ^eue  my  good  aweye  fro  me 

Wele  more  .L  auht  aujse  [me  parde]  1528 

To  whome  .L  ;eae  my  body  for  alweie 

.1.  wame  30 we  wele  it  is  no  childes  pleie 

To  take  a  vif  wi^-outen  avisement 

Men  most  enquere  J^is  is  my  assent  1532 

Whejier  sche  be  wise  and  sobre  of  ere  dronkenlewe 

Opere  pronde  o^ere  y]>erweie  a  schrewe 

A  chidistere  opere  a  wastoiir  of  ]>yne  goode 

Opere  liche  opere  pouare  o^ere  of  maneis  woode  1536 

Al  be  it  BO  pat  no  man  finde  schal 

None  in  pia  werlde  ped  trotte)>  hole  in  al 

iN'e  man  ne  beste  suche  as  men  deuise 

Bot  na]>eles  it  auht  ynoa3e  sufi&se  1540 

Wi)>  any  wif  if  ^at  so  were  sche  hadde 

Mo  goode  J^wes  ^an  hir  vices  badde 

And  al  J^is  aske]?  leiser  to  enquere 

For  god  it  woote  J.  haue  weppet  mony  a  tere  1544 

Ful  pnuely  aep  ^at  .1.  had  a  wif 

Preise])  who  so  wol  a  wedded  mannes  lif 

Certein  .1.  finde  it  bot  cost  and  care 

And  obseruaunces  of  al  blisses  bare  ^  1548 

And  jite  god.  wote  my  neihbours  aboute 

And  namely  of  wemmen  mony  a  route 

Saine  ]»at  .1.  haue  ^e  most  stedfast  wif 

And  eke  pe  mekest  oon  ^at  beri]}  lif  1552 

Bot  .L  wote  beste  where  wringe^  me  my  schoo    [i«mf  isi,  i»ck] 

3e  maie  for  me  nht  as  joue  like])  doo 

Avise]!  30we  3I  hue  a  man  of  Age 

Howe  ]»at  je  entren  in  to  Manage  1556 

And  namely  wi]>  a  jonge  wif  and  a  faire 

Be  him  ]>at  maad  water  er]ie  and  ayre 

The  jongest  man  pski  it  in  al  ^is  route 

Is  besy  ynowhe  to  bringe  it  aboute  1560 
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To  liaue  his  alone  truste^  to  me 

3e  scbol  noujt  only  plesen  hir^  jeree  ]ire 

p]a  is  to  sal  done  hire  plesance 

A  wif  axe^  fol  mony  an  ob8e[T]iiance  1564 

.1.  piaie  jowe  ^at  30  ne  been  ynel  apaide 

Wele  quod  ]}is  lanuar  and  hast  ^ou  al  seide 

A  strawe  for  fi  Senec  and  for  ^i  prouerbes 

.1.  count  noiiht  a  pany3er  fed  of  herbes  1568 

Of  skole  termes  wisere  men  J^an  )>oue 

As  pQia  hast  horde  assenten  riht  nowe 

To  my  pnrpos  Placebo  what  seie  30 

•L  seie  it  is  a  corsed  man  qttod  he  1572 

]?a[t]  lette)>  matrimonye  sekurlye 

And  wi)>  ^at  worde  )>ei  resen  sodanlye 

And  buen  assented  fFiilli  )>at  he  schold 

Be  wedded  whan  him  lust  and  whan  he  wolde  1576 

The  fantasy  and  pe  besy  curiousenesse 

Fro  day  to  day  gan  in  )>e  soule  impresse 

Of  lanuare  aboute  his  manage 

Many  faire  schapen  and  mony  faire  yisage  1580 

fere  passe^  )>ourhe  his  hert  nyht  be  nyht 

As  who  so  take  a  merovr  pidisshed  briht 

And  set  it  in  a  comune  Market  place 

Than  scholde  he  se  mony  a  figure  pace  1584 

Be  his  moroi^r  and  in  ^e  same  wise 

Gan  lanuar  in  wi){  his  ^ouht  deuise 

Of  Maidenes  whiche  ^at  dwelt  be  side 

He  wiste  nouht  where  he  myht  abide  1588 

Por  ]}Ouhe  ^at  one  hajie  beuty  in  hir  face 

Ano)>er  stant  so  in  ]>e  peples  grace 

For  hir  sadnes  and  hire  benignite 

^at  of  fe  peple  grettest  voice  had  sche  1592 

And  sum  were  riche  and  had  bad  name 

Bot  na)>ele8  betuyx  emest  and  game 

He  att  ^e  laste  apoynted  him  on  one  Omt  iss] 

An  lete  al  ojiere  fro  his  hert  gone  1596 
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And  ches  hire  of  his  owen  auiorite 

For  lone  is  blinde  al  daie  and  maie  nouht  se 

And  whan  ];at  he  was  in  ^  hedde  brouhte 

He  purtieide  in  his  hett  and  in  his  ^ouhte  \600 

Her  fressche  beute  and  hire  age  tendre 

Her  myddel  smafi  and  hir  armes  longe  and  sklender 

Hire  wise  goueTOiance  and  hir  grete  gentihiesse 

Here  wommanlje  bereinge  and  hire  gentil  saduesse     1604 

And  whan  ]>at  he  was  fro  hire  condescendid 

Him  ]H)uht  his  ]70uht  miht  nou3t  hue  amendid 

For  whan  ]>at  he  him  selfe  concludid  liadde 

Him  ]K)nht  euery  o\et  mannes  witte  so  hadde  1608 

]»at  impossible  it  were  to  replie 

A^eins  his  choys  \i\B  was  his  fantasie 

His  frendes  sent  he  to  att  his  instance 

And  preide  hem  to  done  him  ^at  plesance  1612 

]^at  hastely  ])ei  wolden  done  to  him  come 

He  wolde  a-brigge  her  laboure  al  and  somme 

It  nede]?  no  more  for  him  to  gone  or  ride 

He  was  apoynted  ]»ere  he  wolde  abide  1616 

Placebo  cam  and  eke  his  frendes  sone 

And  alder  first  he  badde  hem  al  a  bone 

]>at  none  of  hem  none  argumentez  make 

Ajeines  ^  purpoe  whiche  J^at  he  ha)>  take  1620 

Whiche  purpos  was  plesant  to  god  seide  he 

And  verrei  grounde  of  his  prosperite 

He  seide  yes  was  a  maiden  in  ]>e  tonne 

Whiche  ]»at  of  beute  hadde  grete  renonne  1624 

Al  were  it  so  sche  were  of  smal  degre 

Suffice))  him  hire  30u)>e  and  hire  beaute 

Whiche  maide  he  seide  schold  be  his  wyf 

To  lede  in  ese  and  in  holynesse  his  lif  1628 

And  ]7onked  god  ^at  he  myht  haue  hire  al 

That  no  whight  wi^  his  blisse  pdrrten  schal 

And  preide  hem  to  laboure  in  ^is  nede 

And  schapid  J^at  he  failed  nouht  to  spede  1G32 

LANSDOWNE  331    (6-T.  4o3) 


SIX-TEXT  454 

GROUP  E.  §  4.  merchant's  tale.  Lansdowiie  MS. 

For  ]>aii  he  seide  his  spirte  was  att  ese 

^an  is  quod  he  no^inge  may  me  displese 

Sane  o  ^inge  pWke^  in  my  conscience 

The  whiche  .1.  wil  reherce  in  ^oure  ^esence  1636 

.1.  haue  herd  saie  ful  ;are  agoo  \]mtm,  b^k] 

There  maie  no  man  haue  parfite  blisses  tnoo 

This  is  to  seie  in  er^e  and  eke  in  heuen 

For  ]K>nhe  he  kepped  him  fro  }^  sinnes  seuen  1640 

And  eke  for  enery  braunche  of  )>ilke  ^ree 

^ite  is  fere  so  parfite  prosperite 

And  so  grete  ese  and  luste  in  manage 

JOat  euer  .y.  am  agast  none  in  myn  age  1644 

Jpat  .1.  Bchal  lede  nove  so  mery  a  lyf  here 

[So  delycat  /  wyth-outen  woo  and  stryf  ^3?^"Vo^; 

That  y  shal  haue  myn  heuene  /  in  erthe  heer]  SX**;  w?^?^ 

for  seb  bat  verrei  heuen  is  bouht  so  dere         vrHari.izs&jMf 

'  70,  bk;  or  Sloaue 

Wif  tribulacione  and  wif  grete  penance  j^'i8%T  w 

How  scholde  J.  leue  in  suche  plesance  •*•  **^^ 

As  al  wedded  men  do^e  wi)>  her  wives 

Com  to  ^e  blisse  ^re  caste  eteme  on  lyue  is  1652 

This  is  my  drede  and  je  my  bre^enie  tweie 

Assoile]>e  me  fia  question  .1.  ^owe  preie 

lustinus  whiche  )>at  hated  his  foly 

Anseweringe  anone  riht  in  his  laperye  1656 

And  for  he  wolde  his  longe  tale  abrugge 

He  wolde  none  auctorite  alegge 

Bot  seide  sire  so  fere  bue  none  obstacle 

Ofere  fan  pis  god  of  hihe  meracle  16G0 

And  of  his  mercy  maie  so  for  ^oue  worche 

pBi  ar  je  haue  ^oure  3iftes  of  holi  churche 

^e  maie  repent  of  wedded  mannes  lif 

In  whiche  je  seine  pere  nys  nei^er  woo  ne  strif  16G4 

And  elles  god  for-bede  bot  if  he  sent 

A  wedded  man  grace  him  to  repent 

Wei  often  ra^er  )>an  a  sengel  man 

And  ])eTe-for  sir  pe  best  rede  .1.  kan  1668 
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Dispeire]?  ^owe  noujt  haue)>  in  memorie 

P^^uentuie  sche  male  be  ^oure  purgarie 

Sche  maie  bue  goddes  mene  and  goddes  wbippe 

^an  scbal  joure  soule  yp  to  heuen  skippe  1672 

Swifter  J^an  dop  an  arwe  oute  of  a  bowe 

.L  hope  to  gode  here  afterwarde  schalt  ]k)u  knows 

ffii  fQie  ne  is  so  grete  felicite 

In  manage  ne  neuer  more  schal  be  1676 

fsX  je  scbal  lacbe  of  3otiie  saluacion 

So  ]7at  je  yse  as  scyl  is  and  reson 

fe  lustes  of  ^oure  wif  attemp^ralj 

And  ^at  ^e  plese  hire  nonbt  to  amorously  1680 

And  ^at  ^e  kepe  )oue  eke  fro  opere  sinne  DMf  u«] 

Mi  tale  is  done  for  my  witt  is  ^inne 

Be]}e  noubt  agast  bere-of  my  bro^r 

Bo[t]  lat  vs  wade  fro  ^is  matire  to  ano^er  1684 

pe  wif  of  ba)>e  if  je  baue  ynderstonde 

On  manage  wbiche  je  bane  on  bonde 

Declared  baj^e  fnl  wel  in  litel  space 

Fare^  nowe  wele  god  bane  jowe  in  bis  grace  1688 

And  wiy^  piB  word  ^is  lostine  and  bis  bro])er 

Haue  [take]  here  leae  and  elke  of  bem  of  opet 

For  wban  fei  sawbe  it  most  nedes  bne 

Thei  wronbt  so  be  wise  sleibt  and  trete  1692 

f&t  sche  )>is  maide  wicbe  ^t  Mayns  bibt 

As  bastifiy  as  euer  ^at  scbe  mylit 

Scbal  wedded  bue  yn-to  lanuarie 

.1.  trowe  it  were  to  longe  joue  to  tarie  1696 

If  .1.  jowe  tolde  of  eucry  scrite  or  bande 

Be  wbicbe  ^at  scbe  was  ffeffed  in  bis  lande 

Of  ere  for  to  herken  of  ber  ricbe  araie 

Bot  finaly  co?nmen  is  ^is  daie  1700 

ffkt  to  pe  cbircbe  bo)>e  bue  pel  went 

For  to  receyuen  pe  boly  sacrament 

For^  come^  pe  preste  wi]>  pe  stole  aboute  bis  nek 

And  badd  bir  be  like  Sarra  and  Rebek*  1 704 
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In  wisdome  and  treuthe  of  manage 

And  seide  his  orisons  as  his  ysage 

And  crowched  hem  and  badde  god  scholde  hem  hlesse 

And  maad  al  sekor  .I.-nouhe  wi]>  hoi jnesse  1 708 

Thus  buen  pel  wedded  wi^  solempnite 

And  att  J^e  feste  sitie])  he  and  sche 

WiJ  o^r  worji  folke  vpon  fe  dese 

Al  ful  of  loye  and  blisse  is  ]>e  palese  1712 

An  ful  of  iustrumentes  and  of  vitaile 

pe  most  deinteuoufl  of  al  ytaile 

£e-fome  hem  of  Instrumentes  whiche  soune 

That  Orpheus .  ne  of  Phebes  Ampheoune  1716 

Ke  maad  neuer  suche  a  Melodye 

And  att  eu^rj  cours  cam  loude  Menstralcie 

That  neuer  loab  tromped  for  to  here 

Kei]wr  Theodomas  jit  haKe  so  clere  1720 

And  Thebes  whan  pe  Cite  was  in  doubte 

Bachus  ^e  wyne  hem  schenkeji  al  a-boute . 

And  venufl  lauhe)>  on  eue;ry  wyht  cieaf  184,  busk] 

For  lanuar  was  becom  hir  knyht  1724 

And  wolde  bo]>e  assaien  his  corage 

In  liberte  and  eke  in  Manage 

And  wi]>  hir  fire-bronde  wi]>  hir  honde  aboute 

Daunceji  to-fore  ^e  bride  al  aboute  1728 

An  certeinly  .L  dar  wele  seie  riht  ^is 

Emyneus  ]>at  god  of  weddinge  is 

Sawe  neuer  in  his  lif  so  mery  a  wedded  man 

Halde  ]»ou  ])i  pes  )>ou  poet  Marcean  1732 

]^at  writest  vs  ^at  ilke  weddinge  mury 

Of  hire  Philologie .  and  of  Mercury 

And  of  |>e  songe  ^at  )>e  Muses  songe 

So  smale  as  eke  ^i  penne  and  eke  pi  tonge  1736 

For  to  discriuen  of  ^is  Manage 

Whan  tender  jou^e  ha^e  wedded  stoupeinge  age 

Ther  is  suche  mur)>e  ^at  it  male  nouht  be  writ 

Assaiejy  it  joure  self  pan  male  je  wit  1740 
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If  Jiat  .1.  lakke  or  none  in  ^is  matiere 

Mayas  )>at  siht  wi]?  so  benigne  a  chiere 

Hiie  to  be-holde  it  semed  fairs 

Qween  estier  loked  nener  wip  sucbe  an  eye  1744 

On  assure  so  meke  a  loke  h&ye  sche 

.1.  maie  jone  nou^t  deuise  al  here  abonte 

Bot  fuB  muche  of  hir  beute  teH  .1.  maie 

That  sche  was  like  fe  briht  morwe  of  maie  1748 

PuMUede  of  beaute  and  plesance 

This  lanoar  is  lauisshed  in  a  traunce 

And  att  eu^ry  time  he  loked  on  hire  face 

Bot  in  his  herte  he  gan  hire  to  manace  1752 

fai  he  fai  nyht  in  armes  wolde  hire  streine 

Harder  ^an  ener  paris  dide  Elyne 

Bot  na]>eles  jit  had  he  grete  pite 

^at  Jiilke  nyht  offenden  hir  must  he  1756 

And  ]>ouht  Alas  o  tender  creature 

Now  wold  god  je  myht  wele  endure 

Al  my  corage  it  is  so  scharpe  and  kene 

.1.  am  a-gaste  je  schollen  it  nouht  sustene  1760 

Bot  god  for-bede  ^at  .1.  ded  al  my  myht 

Nowe  wolde  god  fsi  it  were  waxen  nyht 

And  ^at  )>e  nyht  wolde  lasten  euer  mo 

.1.  wolde  )>at  al  ^is  peple  war  a-go  1 764 

And  fynaly  he  do)>  al  his  laboure  Li«f  i»] 

As  he  best  myht  saueinge  his  honoure 

To  haste  hem  fro  pQ  mete  in  subtile  wise 

The  time  cam  ]iat  reson  was  to  rise  1 768 

And  after  )>at  men  daunce  and  drinke  fast 

And  spices  al  aboute  ]>e  house  ^i  cast 

An  ful  of  ioy  and  blisse  is  euery  man 

All  bot  a  swyere  ^t  hiht  Damyan  1772 

Whiche  karue  to-for  pe  knyht  many  daie 

He  was  so  rauisshed  on  his  lady  maie 

Jjat  for  ^e  verraie  peine  he  wex  nere  wode 

Almoste  he  suelte  and  swouned  ^ere  he  stode  1776 
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As  ^at  ache  bare  daunceinge  in  hire  lionde 

So  fresache  sche  was  arid  fer-to  so  likeande^      sfSOStmli iwf 

And  to  his  bed  he  went  him  hastely .  ^  ^*^  [ 

No  more  of  him  att  J^is  time  speke  .1.  1780 

Bote  .L  lete  him  wepe  ynowe  and  pleine 

Til  fiische  maie  wil  rewe  on  his  peine 

O  peielous  fire  ^at  in  )>e  bedde  strawe  bredo)> 

0  famylere  foo  J^at  is  seruise  bede]>  1784 

O  seruant  traitur  fals  holy  hiew 

.y-lyke  to  ^e  nadder  sleije  and  in  bosom  vntrewe 

God  schelde  ys  al  fro  3oure  iniquitance 

0  lanuere  dronken  in  plesance  1788 

0  manage  see  how  ^ine  Damyan 

]>ine  owen  swyer  and  piae  borne  man 

Entende^  to  do  )>e  velanye 

God  grant  )>e  )>ine  harme  to  aspie  1792 

For  in  fls  werlde  ne  is  wers  pestilence 

))an  humble  fo  aldaie  in  ^i  presence 

Performed  ha^  pis  devine  daie  his  ark  diurne 

Ko  longer  maie  ye  bodie  of  him  soiome  1796 

The  orijote  as  in  ^at  latitude 

Kiht  wi])  his  mantil  ])at  is  derke  and  rude 

G^  for  to  sprede  pe  mysprei  aboute 

For  whiche  departed  is  fe  lusti  route  1800 

For  lanuer  wi^  Jionke  on  euery  side 

Home  to  her  houses  lustely  pei  ride 

^r  as  ^i  done  her  J^inges  as  hem  lest 

And  whan  ])ei  sawe  her  time  go  to  rest  1804 

Sone  after  ^at  pis  hastif  lanuare 

Wil  go  to  bedde .  he  wil  no  longer  care . 

He  drinke^  .  ypocras  clarre  and  vemage  [leaf  i.«.baek] 

Of  spices  ote  to  encresen  his  corage  1808 

And  many  a  letuarie  had  he  ful  fyne 

Suche  as  pe  Cursed  Monke  Dam  Constantine 

Ha)>e  wreten  in  his  boke  of  coitue 

To  eten  hem  al  he  was  no^inge  eschewe  1812 
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And  pQs  to  his  pnne  frendes  saide  be 

For  goddes  loue  as  sone  as  it  may  be 

Late  yoyden  al  pia  bouse  in  cuiteis  wise  sone  1815 

Men  dronke  an^  ^  trauers  drone  anone  1817 

fe  bride  was  brouht  to  bedd  as  stil  as  stone  1818 

So  hasted  lanuarie  it  most  be  done  [epurious] 

[And  when  the  bedde  was  with  the  preste  blessed]  ^^j*"''"* 

Owte  of  pe  chambre  ha]i  eu^ry  wyght  him  dressed       1820 

And  lanuare  ha]>e  fast  in  armes  take 

His  frisshe  male  his  paradis  his  maake 

He  lulliji  hire  he  kisseji  hit  ful  oft 

Wip  ]>ilke  bnsteles  of  his  berde  vnsoft  1824 

ylike  to  pe  skinne  of  hundefische  schaipe  as  brere 

For  he  was  schaue  al  newe  in  his  manure 

He  rubbe)y  hir  vpon  hire  tender  face 

And  seid  pus  alas  X  must  trespace  1828 

To  30we  my  spowse  atid  jowe  gretely  oifende 

Or  time  come  )>at  .1.  wil  downe  descende 

Bot  na^es  considere)>  ^is  quod  he 

pet  nys  no  werkman  whatt  so  eu^re  he  be  1832 

pat  male  bo])e  werche  wele  and  hastelye 

This  wil  be  done  att  leyser  parfitelye 

It  is  no  force  howe  lon[ge]  ]»at  we  pleye 

.1.  troue  in  wedlok  complete  be  we  tueye  1S3G 

And  yblissed  be  ]>at  30k  psi  we  hue  inne 

For  in  onre  actes  we  mowe  do  no  sinne 

A  man  male  do  no  sinne  wi]>  his  wif 

Ke  hurt  him  self  wi^  his  owen  knyf  1840 

Nowe  we  haue  leue  to  pley  vs  be  pe  lawe 

Thus  laboure]^  he  til  ])at  ^e  daie  gun  dawe 

And  p&n  he  take])  a  soppe  in  fine  clarre 

And  yp  riht  in  his  bedde  pnn  sitte^  he  1844 

And  after  pat  he  songe  fal  loude  and  clere 

An  kessed  his  wif  and  maade  wantonn  chore 

He  was  al  coltisshe  and  ful  of  ragerie 

And  ful  of  Girgun  as  is  a  flecked  pye  1848 
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The  slake  skynne  aboute  his  necke  sshake]) 

While  J)at  he  songe  so  chaunte])  he  and  crakej) 

Bot  god  woote  watt  male  3ouJ)e  in  hire  hert  pnrisa] 

Whan  sche  him  sawhe  vpsitinge  in  his  schert  1852 

In  hjB  nyht  cappe  and  wij)  his  nek  lene 

Sche  preisej)  nouht  his  pleyinge  woTj)e  a  bene 

Than  saide  he  |)us  Mi  ristinge  wil  .1.  take 

^owe  daie  is  comme  .1.  maie  no  lenger  wake  1856- 

And  doone  he  laide  his  hed  and  slept  to  pn'me 

And  afterward  whan  ])at  he  sawhe  his  time 

VpriseJ)  lanuer  bot  fe  frisshe  maie 

HoldeJ)  hir  chambre  vnto  Je  ferj>e  daie  1860 

As  Ysages  is  for  wives  for  fe  best 

For  enerj  loboure  som  time  mote  hane  rest 

0])ere  elles  longe  maie  he  nouht  endure 

This  is  to  seie  no  Hues  creature  1864v 

Be  it  of  fisshe  or  birde  or  beste  or  man 

%  Nowe  wil  .1.  speke  of  woful  Banyan 

]»at  longuri])  for  loue  as  ^e  schol  here 

The  for  J.  speke  to  him  in  \\&  manere  1868 

.1.  seye  o  cely  Damyan  alas 

Ansewer  to  >iB  demaunde  as  in  >u>  cas 

How  schal  tow  to  \\  lady  fresshe  maie 

Tel  ]n  woo  sche  wil  al  weie  seie  naie  1872 

Eke  if  J)ou  speke  sche  wil  J)i  wo  be-wreye 

God  bu  ])in  helpe  .1.  can  no  better  seie 

This  seke  Damyan  in  venus  fire 

So  bemejy  Jat  he  deyej)  for  desire  1876 

For  whiche  he  put  his  lif  in  aduenture 

Ne  lenger  myht  he  in  \f\&  wise  endure 

Bot  p2i'uely  a  pennere  gan  he  borwe 

And  in  a  Xettr^  wrote  he  al  his  sorwe  1 880* 

In  manere  of  a  compleint  o])ere  a  laie 

Vnto  \\&  faire  and  fresshe  lady  maie 

And  in  a  purse  of  silke  honge  on  his  schert 

He  ha])  it  put  and  leide  it  att  his  hert  1884 
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The  mono  ^t  att  none  was  ])at  ilke  daie 

]>at  lanuar  hafe  wedded  ^t  freesche  male 

In  tno  of  tame  was  in  fe  Cankre  gliden 

So  longe  ha^  eche  in  hir  chambre  bjden  1888 

As  costume  is  vnto  ])is  nob]  is  ati 

A  bride  scbal  nouhte  eten  in  ^e  haH 

Til  daies  foure  o^ie  Jire  att  leste 

•L-passed  bnen  yan  late  hir  go  to  feste  1892 

The  fourte  daie  complete  fro  none  to  none  [iMfis^wusk] 

Whan  y&t  fe  hihe  messe  was  done 

In  haH  sittej^  ])is  lanuer  cmd  maie 

As  fresshe  as  is  ^  briht  somers  daie  18D6 

And  so  be-fel  howe  pat  pin  goode  man 

Bemembre^  him  vpon  ^is  Damian 

And  seide  seinte  marie  howe  maie  ^is  be 

jMit  Damjan  entende])  nooht  to  me  1900 

Is  he  aie  seke  or  howe  maie  pia  be-tide 

His  swyeis  whiche  ^t  stoden  him  be-side 

ezcuseinge  him  be  cause  of  his  sekenesse 

Whiche  ])at  letid  him  to  done  his  besinesse  1904 

None  oyere  cause  myht  make  him  caie 

That  me  for-]»inke])  quod  pia  lanuare 

He  is  a  gentil  swjer  be  my  trou^ 

[f  ^t  he  deie  it  were  harme  and  rou^  1908 

He  is  as  wise  discrete  and  secre 

As  any  man  .1.  wote  of  his  degre 

And  ]»er-to  manly  and  eke  s^ruisable 

And  for  to  be  a  ])rifty  man  riht  able  1912 

Bot  after  mete  as  sone  as  euer  y  maie 

•I.  wil  my  self  viset  him  and  eke  nude 

To  done  him  al  pe  comfort  ^t  .1.  can 

And  for  ])at  worde  blissed  him  euery  man  1916 

^at  of  his  bounte  and  his  gentilnesse 

He  wolde  so  comforten  him  in  his  sekenesse 

His  swyere  for  it  was  a  gentil  dede 

Dame  quod  he  ^is  lanuare  take^  good  hede  1920 
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Att  fe  after  mete  je  wi])  ^oure  wemmen  i^ 

Whan  3e  haue  baen  in  chambre  oute  of  J^is  haA 

pat  al  je  gone  to  se  ])ls  Damyon 

Do])e  him  disporte  he  is  a  gentile  mon  1924 

And  telle])  him  p&t  .1.  wil  him  vesyte 

Haue  .1.  no])inge  hot  rest  me  a  lyte 

[And  spede  you  faste  for  y  wol  abide       gSLTiaJs.^ w  ?^ 

Til  that  ye  slepe  faste  be  my  syde]  fZ'ni'&Y^ist'or; 

Nowe  wif  ])at  worde  he  gan  to  him  caH  ^^H^m^uSf^i 

A  swyer  ]»at  was  marchal  of  his  haii 

And  tolde  him  certeine  ^inges  whatt  he  wolde 

This  frische  maie  ha]?  streiht  her  weie  yholde  1932 

Wi])  al  hire  wemmen  vnto  ])is  Bamyan 

Doune  be  his  bed  side  satt  sche  ])an 

Comforteing  him  as  goodly  as  sche  maie 

This  Damyan  whan  fat  he  his  tim  saie  1936 

In  secrete  wise  his  purse  and  eke  his  bille  paaf  U7] 

In  whiche  ^t  he  had  wreten  al  his  wille 

Haf  pute  in  to  hir  honde  wi]?-outen  more 

Saue  ]»at  he  syked  wonder  sore  1940 

And  so^e  to  hir  riht  ])us  seide  he 

Mercye  and  ]>at  ^e  discouere])  nouht  me 

For  .1.  am  dede  if  ])at  fia  J^inge  be  kidde 

This  purs  ha])  sche  inne  withe  hire  bosome  hidde       1944 

And  went  hir  waie  je  gette  no  more  of  me 

Vn-to  lanuer  Co7?imen  is  sche 

An  on  his  bedde  side  sitte  ful  soft 

He  iake^  hir  and  kisse])  hire  ful  oft  1948 

And  leide  him  doune  to  slepe  and  ])at  anone 

Sche  feyne  hir  fat  sche  most  gone 

]>er  as  30  wote  ^at  euery  whight  must  nede 

And  whan  sche  of  ^is  biH  ha])  taken  hede  1952 

Sche  rent  it  al  to  cloutes  atte  ])e  last 

And  in  ])e  pnue  softly  sche  it  cast 

Who  stodie])  nowe  hot  faire  fresche  maie 

And  a-doune  be  lanuare  sche  laie  1956 
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That  slepet  til  ]»t  fe  couhe  him  ha^  awaked 

Anone  he  jnreide  hiie  to  stripen  hire  al  naked 

He  wolde  of  hire  he  seide  haae  sum  pleeance 

He  seide  hire  do^  did  him  encumbrance  1960 

And  sche  obeie^  be  he  leef  or  lo])e 

£ot  lest  ^t  precious  folke  be  wi]»  me  wrojye 

How  pai  he  wrouht  .1.  dar  to  30we  nouht  tett 

O^re  whe^r  ^at  he  ^uht  on  paradis  or  of  hell         1964 

£ot  .1.  lete  hem  werche  in  here  wise 

Te  euesonge  ringe  and  fai  fei  mot  arise 

Were  it  be  destanj  or  aueuture 

Were  it  be  influence  or  be  nature  1968 

0]>er  in  constillacione  ^t  in  suche  astate 

rhe  heuen  stoode  J>at  time  fortunate 

Was  for  to  putte  a  bil  of  yenus  werkes 

For  al  ^inge  haj^e  time  as  seij^e  fe  clerkes  1972^ 

To  any  womman  for  to  gete  hire  loue 

J.  kan  not  sei  hot  ])e  grete  god  aboue 

pai  knowe^  ^at  none  acte  is  causeles 

He  de])  of  al  for  .1.  wil  holde  my  pes  1976 

Bot  soj^e  is  fis  howe  ]»at  )ns  maie 

Ha^  take  suche  impression  |)at  daie 

On  pite  on  ])is  seke  Damyan  Umtisn,  hack] 

That  fro  hir  herte  sche  ne  driue  can  1980 

The  remembrance  for  to  done  him  ese 

Certeine  ]70uht  sche  whome  fai  fia  |)inge  displese 

.1.  rek  nou^t  for  here  .1.  him  assure 

To  loue  him  beste  of  any  creature  1984 

Thouhe  he  no  more  hadde  ])an  his  scherte 

Lo  pite  lenne])  sone  in  gentile  herte 

Here  maye  ^e  see  howe  excellent  fraunches 

In  w.emmen  is  whan  ]rai  narwe  hem  avise  1988 

(Sum  terant  ^ere  is  as  ])ere  be  mony  one 

That  ha^  an  herte  as  hard  as  any  stone 

Whiche  wolde  haue  late  him  sterue  in  ye  place 

Wel^ra^are  pan  haue  graunted  him  pai  grace  1992 
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And  hem  reioysen  in  Jreire  crouel  pride 
And  recche])  nou^t  to  hue  an  homjcide 
This  gentil  maie  ful  filled  of  al  pite 
Eiht  so  of  hire  honde  a  letter  maade  sche  1996 

In  whiche  sche  graxmtep  him  of  hire  verraie  grace 
Thar  lakej)  nouht  onely  hot  dale  aiid  place 
Where  ]»at  sche  miht  to  his  lust  suffice 
For  it  schal  hue  riht  as  he  wil  deuise  2000 

And  whan  sche  see  hire  tim  vpon  a  daie 
To  yisite  ^is  J)amyan  go])e  ^is  faire  maie 
And  sotellj  ])is  letter  doune  sche  j^rest 
Vnder  his  pilowe  rede  if  him  lest  2004 

Sche  take^  him  he  ^e  honde  and  harde  him  tueste 
So  secretelj  ])at  no  whight  it  weste 
'  And  had  him  he  al  hole  and  for])e  sche  wente 
To  lanuare  whan  ^at  he  for  hire  sent«  2008 

Vp  rise^  Damyan  Je  next  morwe 
Al  passed  was  his  sekenes  and  his  sorwe 
He  kemhe])  him  and  proyne])  and  pike]) 
He  do])  al  ])at  his  lady  luste  and  like])  2012 

And  eke  to  lanuare  he  go))e  as  lowe 
As  euere  dide  a  doge  for  ])e  howe 
He  is  so  plesante  to  euery  man 

Fro  craft  it  is  who  y&t  it  can  2016 

^t  euery  whight  is  feine  to  teche  him  goode 
And  fully  in  his  ladie  grace  he  stode 
Thus  lete  .1.  Damyan  ahoute  his  nede 
And  my  tale  for^  .1.  wil  procede  2020 

Somme  clerkes  halden  ])at  felicite  cimif  iss] 

Stant  in  delite  and  ^arefor  he 
This  Nohle  lanuare  wi])  al  his  myht 
In  honest  wise  as  longe])  to  a  knyht  2024 

Schope  him  to  leue  ful  deliciously 
His  houseynge  his  arraie  al  honestly 
To  his  degre  was  maked  as  kenges 
Amonge  opere  of  his  honest  ^inges  2028 

LANSDOWNE    842   (C-T.  4C4) 


8IX-TBZT  465 

OBovp  E.  §  4.  msborant's  talb.  Lansdowne  MB. 

He  had  a  giaidjne  al  walled  wi]>  stone 

So  faire  a  gardjne  wote  .1.  ney  where  none 

For  oute  of  doute  .1.  veiraily  suppose 

y^i  he  ]»at  wrote  ^  romans  of  fe  rose  2032 

Ne  couj^e  of  it  ^e  bewte  wele  deuise 

Ke  Priapos  ne  miht  nojt  suffise 

|X>uhe  he  be  god  of  Gardjns  for  to  telle 

The  beate  of  pe  gardyn  and  of  }e  welle  2036 

That  ynder  a  laurer  alwaie  grene 

Ful  oft  time  kinge  Pluto  and  his  queene 

Preserpina .  and  bB  hir6  fairee 

Disporten  hem  and  maken  melodee  .2040 

Abouten  fai  wel  and  daunced  as  men  tolde 

This  noble  knyht  ]»ia  lanuare  )>e  olde 

Suche  deinte  ha])  in  hit  to  walken  and  to  pleie 

That  he  wil  suffur  no  wyht  to  be  )>e  kaie  2044 

8aae  he  him  self  for  of  pQ  smale  wiket 

He  bare  alwaie  of  siluer  a  kleket 

Wi])  ^e  whiche  whan  ^at  him  vnschette 

And  whan  he  walde  paie  his  wif  hire  dette  2048 

In  somer  seson  ^eder  wolde  he  goo 

And  male  his  wiff  and  no  whiht  bot  ^ei  tuoo 

An  ]>inges  whiche  ^at  were  nouht  done  abedde 

])ei  in  ^  Gardeine  performed  haue  and  spedde  2052 

And  in  J^Ib  wise  mony  a  mery  daie 

Leued  fia  lanuare  and  fressche  male 

Bott  werldly  loy  mai  nouht  alweie  endure 

To  lanuare  ne  to  no  werldly  creture  2ud6 

O  sodeine  happe  o  ])ou  fortune  vnstable 

.I.-lyke  to  ]>e .  ^  scorpion  ynstable 

]»at  flaterst  Yrip  pin  hede  whan  fon  wilt  stinge 

Thi  taile .  is  de])  ^oruhe  ])ine  enuen^^myuge  2060 

O  brutel  ioye  0  swete  poyson  queynte 

O  mynester  yaX  solely  can  peinte 

Thin  jeftes  vnder  pe  hewe  of  stedfastnesse  [iMf  i»^  bw^tj 

^at  ^u  deceyuedest  boj^e  more  and  lease  3064 
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Whi  hast  Jk)u  lanuer  fua  deceyued 

And  haddest  him  for  ])i  ful  frende  receyned 

And  now  J)ou  hast  be-iaft  him  bo])  his  eyen 

For  sorwe  of  whiche  desirej)  he  to  deijen  2068 

Alas  ])is  noble  lanuare  ^at  is  so  fre 

Amydde  his  luste  and  his  prosperite 

Is  waxon  blinde  and  al  sodanly 

His  de])  J^er^for  desire])  he  vtterly  2072 

And  yere-wiy-sl  Je  fire  of  lelousye 

Lest  ])at  his  [wif]  schold  fatt  in  sum  folye 

So  bemt  his  hert  ^at  wolde  feine 

Thatt  summe  man  bo])e  hir  and  him  had  sleine  2076 

For  neuer  after  his  de^  ne  in  his  lif 

^e  wolde  he  ])at  sche  were  loue  ne  wif 

Bot  euer  leue  as  a  wedew  in  clo])es  blake 

Soule  as  a  tortle  do])e  fat  ha^  lost  hir  make  2080 

Bot  att  ])e  last  after  a  Mone])  or  tuey 

His  sorwhe  gan  to  swage  so^e  to  sey 

For  whan  he  wiste  it  mai  none  ofev  be 

He  paciently  tok  his  adu^rsite  2084 

Saf  oute  of  doute  maie  he  no3t  for-gone 

pai  he  nas  lelous  euer  more  in  one 

Whiche  lelouse  it  was  so  outrageous 

fat  nei^ere  in  hal  ne  in  none  of  ere  hous  2088 

Ke  in  none  of  ere  place  neuer  fe  mo 

He  nold  sufire  hir  ney])er  ride  nor  go 

Bot  if  ])at  he  hande  on  hire  alweie 

For  whiche  ful  of  wepe])  frische  maye  2092 

fai  loue]>  Damyan  so  benyngly 

^at  sche  mote  ei])er  deie  sodanly 

Or  elles  sche  most  han  him  att  hive  lust 

Sche  waite^  whan  hire  hert  wald  hirst  2096 

Yppon  ^at  o])er  side  Damyan 

Becommen  is  fe  sorwfulhest  man 

pal  euer  was  for  neifet  niht  ne  daie 

l^e  myht  he  speke  a  worde  to  fresche  maie  2100 
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As  to  his  puipos  of  no  suche  matieT 

Bot  if  ysA  lanuar^  most  it  here 

^t  had  on  honde  ypon  hir^  euermoo 

And  neuer  lea  be  wiiteinge  to  and  fro  2104 

An  priue  signes  wist  he  what  sche  ment  Oe^ut] 

And  sche  knewe  of  pe  syne  of  his  entent 

O  lannaie  what  myht  fe  availe 

^nhe  ym  myht  see  as  fer  as  schippea  saile  2108 

For  also  good  is  a  blynde  deceyued  he 

As  to  be  deceiued  whan  a  man  may  se 

Lo  Aigns  whiche  ^t  hadd .  an  .C.  yene 

For  jaM.  pai  euere  he  cou^  pome  o])ir  pnne  21 12 

3it  was  he  blent  and  god  wote  so  be  moo 

That  wenene  wisly  ^at  it  is  nouht  soo 

Passe  oner  is  an  ese  and  seie  no  more 

This  fresche  male  of  whiche  .1.  spak  of  ^ore  2116 

In  warme  wax  ha)»e  emprintid  fia  cliket 

)>at  lanuare  bare  of  ^t  smale  wiket 

Be  whiche  into  his  gardine  oft  he  went 

And  Damyan  ^t  knewe  hire  entent  2120 

The  cleket  connteiletid  prtuely 

There  is  no  more  to  seie  bot  hastely  * 

Some  wonder  be  his  cleket  schap]  be-tide 

Whiche  ^e  schollen  here  if  ^e  wollen  abide  2124 

0  noble  Ouide  so^  seist  pon  god  woote 

What  sleyht  is  it  |K)ahe  it  be  longe  and  bote 

That  he  nil  finde  it  oute  in  sommo  manere 

3y  Fyramos  and  theebe  male  men  lere .  2128 

Thonhe  ^i  were  kepped  ful  longe  #reite  oner  al 

Thei  biene  acorded  rowneinge  ^omhe  a  wal 

There  is  no  whight  cou^  han  founde  oute  suche  a  sleihto 

3ot  nowe  to  purpos  ar  ]»at  daies  eyhte  2132 

Were  passe  or  pe  Mone]»  of  luyl  befyH 

J^at  lanuare  h&p  cauht  so  grete  a  wiU: 

Thoruhe  engine  of  his  wife  him  for  to  pleie 

Jn  his  Gardine  and  no  whiht  bot  J)ei  tweie  2136 
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That  in  a  mor  vn-to  his  may  seide  he 

Rifle  vp  my  wife  my  loue  my  lady  fie 

The  turtlys  voice  is  heide  my  doufe  sweie 

The  winter  is  gone  wi^  al  Keynes  weto  2140 

Com  for]»e  nowe  wi^  pin  ey^en  Cohimbyne 

Howe  feirer  buen  ]>i  brestes  j^an  is  wyne 

The  gardine  es  enclosed  al  aboute 

Com  toTpe  my  white  spouse  onte  of  doute  2144 

))oa  hast  me  wounded  in  myn  hert  o  wif 

No  spotte  in  pe  was  in  al  my  lif 

Com  for])  and  lat  vs  take  onre  disporte  L^M'iw.back] 

.1.  chese  pe  for  my  wif  and  my  comforte  2148 

Suche  olde  lewde  wordes  vsed  he 

On  Damyafn]  a  signe  Maade  sche 

fsii  he  scholde  go  be-fome  wi])  his  cleket 

p\&  Damyan  ha^  openede  fe  weket  2152 

And  in  he  sterte  and  ^at  in  suche  manere 

])at  no  wight  myht  it  se  ne  here 

And  stiH  he  sit  vnder  a  busche  anono 

This  lanuare  so  blinde  as  is  a  stone  2156 

Wi])  Mayus  in  his  honde  and  no  whight  mo 

In  to  his  fnsche  gardein  is  he  goo 

And  clapped  to  fe  weket  sodanlye 

Nowe  wif  quod  he  here  nys  hot  Jou  and  J.  2160 

j^at  art  the  creature  p&t  .1.  best  loue 

For  be  ]>at  lorde  ]»at  sitte])  vs  al  aboue 

.1.  had  leuer  deyjen  on  a  knyf 

Than  ]»e  offenden  my  dere  treue  wif  2164 

For  goddes  sake  pinke  howe  .1.  fe  ches 

Nouht  for  no  Coueites  douteles 

Bott  onely  for  pe  loue  .1.  had  to  ])e 

And  |K)uht  ^at  .1.  be  olde  and  maye  nouht  see  2168 

Be  to  me  trewe  and  .1.  wil  tel  30 we  whie 

Certes  ftei  ^inges  schal  ^e  winne  pere  hie 

Fiiste  loue  of  Criste  and  to  ^owre  self  honot^r 

And  al  myne  Heritage  tonue  and  toure  2172 
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.1.  jeue  it  30we  make  charters  as  jowe  liste 

J^is  Bchal  be  do  to  morwe  ar  sonne  aiiste 

So  wissely  god  mj  soule  briiige  in  blisse 

And  pray  30we  on  Couenant  ])at  ^e  me  kesse  2176 

And  ^lihe  ^t  .1.  be  lelouse  wite  me  nowht 

3e  buen  so  depe  enpnnted  in  myne  ^ouht 

fht  whan  ]»at  .1.  consideie  joore  beute 

And  ^le-wi^-al  ]»e  ynlikly  elde  of  me  2180 

.L  maie  nouht  sertes  ]>ouhe  .1.  schold  dele 

For-bere  to  be  oute  ^oore  compaigne 

For  verrei  loue  ^is  is  wiJ>-outen  doute 

NowB  kisse  me  wif  and  lat  ts  rome  aboute  2184 

^  This  frisshe  maye  vhan  sche  ]»is  wordes  herde 

Benigly  to  lanoara  ansewerd 

Bot  first  &  forwarde  sche  began  to  wepe 

.1.  haue  quod  sche  a  soule  for  to  kepe  2188 

As  wele  as  je  and  also  myne  honour  [k^iM] 

And  of  my  wifhede  ])ilke  tender  floure 

Whiche  pat  .1.  haue  assured  in  ^oure  honde 

Whan  ]»at  ^e  preste  to  3owe  my  body  bonde  2192 

Wharfor  .L  wil  ansewer  in  pia  manere 

Wi]»  loue  of  30ue  my  lorde  so  dere 

.1.  praie  god  ])at  neuer  dawe  ])at  day . 

)}at  .1.  ne  sterue  as  foule  as  womman  maye  2196 

3if  euer  y  do  vnto  my  kynne  ^at  schame 

Or  elles  .1.  enpeire  so  my  name 

]»at  .1.  be  ffidse  and  if  .1.  do  ^t  lake 

To  s'ripe  me  and  putte  me  in  a  sake  2200 

And  in  ^e  next  Biuere  do  me  drenche 

.1.  am  a  gentil  womman  and  no  wenche 

Whi  speke  30  Jus  but  men  ben  euyre  vntrewe 

And  wemmen  haue  repreef  of  3owe  ay  newe  2204 

3e  can  noon  o]>er6  continaunce  yleue 

Bot  speke  to  us  as  yntreste  and  in  repreue 

And  wi])  p&t  worde  sche  sauhe  wher  Damyane 

Satt  in  Pq  busche  and  knele  he  bega^zne  2208 
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And  wi])  hire  fingere  signes  maade  ache 

pB,t  Damyan  scholde  climbe  vpon  fe  tre 

]»at  chargede  was  vnf  fruyte  a[n]d  vpe  he  wente 

For  veiraily  he  knewe  al  hir  anient  2212 

And  euery  eigne  ^t  ache  cou)»e  make 

Wele  bett  j^an  lannaie  Mie  owen  make 

For  in  a  l«/^re  ache  had  told  him  al 

Of  ]»iB  matiere  hone  he  wezche  schal  2216 

And  J)us  I  lete  sette  in  ]»e  pire 

And  lannare  and  Mayns  rouneinge  ful  merie 

Briht  was  pe  daie  and  bleue  pe  finnament 

Fhebns  of  golde  doune  ha^  his  stremes  sent  2220 

To  gladen  euery  floure  wi^  his  warmenesse 

He  was  ^at  time  in  geminis  as  .1.  gesse 

Bot  litnl  fro  his  dedinacioun 

Of  Cancer  lonys  exaltacioun  2224 

IT  And  so  be-fel  in  a  briht  morwe  tide 

^at  in  )«  gardine  on  ^t  fer])ire  side 

Pluto  ])at  is  ye  kinge  of  fedre 

And  mony  a  ladi  in  his  companye  2228 

Folowinge  his  wif  ^e  queene  Proserpina 

Whiche  ^at  he  rauesched  oute  of  pn>serpina . 

Whiles  ])at  schc  gaderd  floures  in  a  mede  [iMfiio,  back] 

In  claudian  30  male  fe  storis  rede  2232 

How  in  his  grisly  carte  he  hire  fette 

This  kinge  of  ffaire  a-doune  him  sette 

Yppon  a  benche  of  torues  fiische  and  grene 

And  riht  anone  seide  he  ^us  vnto  his  qwene  2236 

My  wif  quod  he  ^at  male  not  seie  naie 

The  expcnens  proueth  it  euery  daie 

The  treson  whiche  pat  womman  do])  to  man 

Ten  hundre])  ])0U8and  teU  .1.  can  2240 

Notable  of  joure  yntreuj^e  and  brutelnes 

Of  Salomon  rychest  of  al  riches 

Ful  filled  of  Sapiens  and  of  werly  glorie 

Ful  wor])i  bien  pi  wordes  to  memorie  2244 
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To  eu^  wiht  )»t  tdtto  and  reson  can 

J^ofl  preise^  be  3itte  ])e  bounte  of  man 

Amonge  a  .M.  men  ^it  fonde  .1.  one 

-Bot  of  al  wemmen  fonde  J.  neuer  none  2248 

pua  8ei])e  ye  kinge  ])at  knowe])  ^oure  wikkednesse 

And  ihesus  filius  Sjnk  as  .1.  gesae 

Ne  speke])  of  jowe  but  eeldyn  leuerence 

^  wilde  fiie  a  coimpt  pestilence  2252 

So  fal  vpon  ^ouie  bodies  ^it  to  nybt 

^e  see  noobt  .^is  honurable  knybt 

Because  alas  )utt  be  is  blinde  and  olde 

jSis  owen  man  scbal  make  bim  cokewolde  2256 

Loo  wbeie  be  sitte  ye  licboure  in  ye  tree 

Nowe  wil  .1.  graunte  of  my  Maiestee 

Vnto  fis  olde  blinde  worji  knybt 

yat  be  scbal  }iaue  a3eine  bis  ey^en  sibt  2260 

Wban  J)at  bis  wif  wold  done  bim  velanye 

Tban  scbal  be  knowe  al  ber  barlotrye 

Bo^e  in  lepreue  of  bire  and  oyere  rao 

3e  scbal  quod  Procerpine  and  wil  39  soo  2264 

Nowe  be  my  Moders  sire  soule  .1.  swere 

^at  .1.  scbal  ^eue  bire  sufficeant  ansewere 

4^nd  alia  wenimen  after  for  ^oure  saake 

j^at  ])oube  ])ei  bucn  in  any  gilte  ytake  2268 

"Wif  face  bolde  f  ei  scbollen  bem  self  excuse 

And  bere  bem  doune  fat  wolde  bem  accuse 

For  lakke  of  anseweie  non  of  bem  scbollen  deyen 

Al  bad  30  seibe  a  finge  wif  bof  3oure  ey3en .  2272 

3  it  scboUon  we  so  yisage  it  bit  bardelye  ci«if  i4i] 

And  wepe  and  swere  arid  cbide  subtellye 

fat  3e  scbol  buen  as  lewde  as  ame  gese 

What  rekkef  me  of  3oure  auctoritees  2276 

.1.  wote  wele  fis  lewe  f is  Salomone 

Fande  of  vs  wemmen  fules  many  one 

Bot  f oube  fat  be  fonde  no  goode  womman 

Tbere  bafe  be  founde  mony  anofere  man  2280 
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[Wowmen  ful  trew  ful  good  ful  virtuous      SSF' ?o?i^iar?* 

Withies  on  hem  fat  dwellen  in  cristes  hous  mS-'il^j^lt^mi 

Wib  martirdom  bey  prouyd  hir^  Constance   im,  back;  imtiH 

The  romaysme  lestis  maken  remembrance     **;  L7^**''i^A'*': 

Of  many  a  verry  trewe  wyflF  also  Hir/'wi* (!/S^s{] 

But  sire  ne  be  noujt  wroth  as  be  it  boo  [^  MS  h] 

fouj  fat  he  seide  he  fond  no  good  womman 

I  praye  50W  take  fe  sentence  of  f e  man]  2228 

He  ment  f us  fat  in  souereigne  bounte 

Kys  none  hot  god  neyf er6  he  ne  sche 

Ey  for  verrey  god  fat  nys  bot  one 

What  make  30  so  muche  of  Salumone  2292 

What  f  ouhe  he  maad  a  temple  goddes  hous 

What  f  ouhe  he  were  riche  and  glorious 

80  maade  he  a  temple  of  fals  goddes 

Who  myht  do  a  f inge  fat  more  for-bode  is  2296 

Parde  als  faire  as  ^e  his  name  implastre 

He  was  a  lichoure  arid  a  ydolastre 

And  in  his  elde  he  verrei  god  for-soke 

And  3if  fat  god  na  hadde  as  seif e  f e  boke  2300 

yspared  him  for  his  fader  saake  he  scholde 

Haue  lost  his  leigne  sauner  fat  he  wolde 

.L  sett  nouht  of  al  f  e  velany 

fat  30  of  wemmen  write  a  botterflie  2304 

.1.  am  a  womnmn  nedes  most  .1.  speke 

Or  elles  swel  til  myn  hert  breke 

For  fefins  he  seide  fat  we  be  langelers 

As  euer  mote  .1.  brouke  bofe  my  tresses  2308 

I  schal  spare  for  no  curtesie 

to  spek  him  harme  fat  wolde  vs  velanye 

Dame  quod  f  is  pluto  be  no  longer  wrof e 

.1.  ^eue  it  vp  bot  sefen  .1.  swore  myn  ofe  2312 

fat  [I]  wolde  graunt  him  his  siht  ajeine 

My  worde  schal  stande  fat  warne  .1.  fe  certeine 

.1.  am  a  kinge  it  sitte  me  nouht  to  lye 

And  .1.  quod  sche  a  queene  of  fayre  2316 
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Hire  ansewar  ache  schal  haue  .1.  Tnder-take 

Lat  us  no  mo  wordes  nowe  make .  2318 

Ezplioit  fabnla  Xercatoris. 

(J«  Ml  JSOoane  1686,  tmd  Oorptu,) 

[Far  the  rest  of  the  Tale  {from  Harl  MS  1758)  see  the 

Appendix."] 
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[THE  PBOEM.] 
Inoipit  Tfrologiis  de  le  ffirankaleyue.    lonu^ffuxi 

THis  olde  gentil  bretons  in  hire  dales 
Of  diueis  auentures  maden  laies 
Bimjden  in  hir  first  breton  tonge 

Whiche  laies  vrip  here  instrumentes  J^ei  songe .  712 

0])eT  elles  redden  hem  for  her  plesance  [iMif  i4i,  bMkj 

And  one  of  hem  haue  .1.  in  rembrance 
Whiche  .L  schal  seie  vdp  as  goode  wil  as  .1.  can 
Bot  sires  be  cause  ])at  J.  am  a  burel  man  716 

Att  my  ginnynge  first  .1.  )oae  beseche 
Heue^  me  excused  of  my  roode  speche 
.1.  lemd  neuer  retorik  certeine 

fmge  fat  .L  speke  it  most .  be  bare  and  pleine  720 

•L  slept  neuer  on  ]>e  mount  of  pamaso 
Ne  .y.  neu^re  lerid  Marcus .  Tullius .  ne  Cithero 
Colours  of  retorike  ne  knewe  .1.  none.  wi]»-outen  drede 
Bot  suche  colours  as  growen  in  fe  mede  724 

Or  elles  suche  as  men  dye  or  peinte 
Colours  of  rethorik  bene  me  to  queynte 
My  sprite  fele)>  nou3t  of  suche  Matier 
Bot  if  )k>u  luste  Mi  tale  schal  .^e. ^  here.  [> nouht crtmtotu]  728 
"prologvs    Inoipit  fabula. 

[THE  TALE.] 

her  was  a  knyht  ]»at  loued  and  dide  his  peyne  730 
In  Armorik  fai  cleped  is  bretaigne  729 

To  semen  a  lady  in  his  best  wise  731 

And  many  a  labour  and  mony  a  grete  emprise 
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He  for  his  lady  wronlit  er  ache  were  wonne 

For  ecbe  was  on  of  ^  fairest  vnder  sonne 

And  eke  fer^to  com  of  so  hihe  kinrede 

)»at  wele  Tnne]»i8  dorst  fis  knyht  for  drede  736 

Tel  hir  his  woo  his  peine  and  his  distresse 

Bot  att  |>e  last  sche  for  his  wor])ines8e 

And  namely  for  his  meke  obeissance 

Ha]»  jniche  a  pite  cauht  of  his  penance  740 

])at  priue  sche  fel  of  his  accorde 

To  take  him  for  hir  husbonde  cutd  hir  lorde 

Of  suche  lor[d]schip  as  men  haue  ouer  hire  wyues 

And  for  to  lede  ])e  more  in  bHsse  her  lyues  744 

Of  his  fre  wil  he  swore  hire  as  a  knyht 

]»at  neuer  in  his  wil  be  daie  ne  be  nyht 

Ke  scholde  he  vpon  him  take  no  maistre 

A^eines  hir  wille  ne  kuythe  hure  lelousye  748 

Bot  hire  obeie  and  folowe  hire  wUle  in  al 

As  any  louer  to  his  ladi  schal 

Saue  yskt  ])e  name  of  Souereignete 

That  wolde  he  haue  for  schame  of  his  degre  752 

Sche  )K)nke|)  him  and  wi])  ful  grete  humblesse 

8che  seide  sir  seppe  ^e  of  ^oure  gen  til  esse  [i«if  i42] 

je  profer  me  to  haue  als  large  a  reyne 

Ne  wold  neuere  god  be-twix  vs  tueyne  756 

As  in  my  gulte  ware  ey])er  werre  or  striffe 

Sir  .L  wil  be  ^oure  owen  humble  trewe  wif 

Haue  here  my  trou)>e  til  |>at  myn  hert  burst 

Thus  buen  )>ei  bo|)e  in  quiete  and  in  ruste  7 GO 

For  o  )>inge  sires  saufly  dar  .1.  seie 

fai  frendes  eucryche  ofere  motte  obeie 

If  ])ei  wil  longe  hold  compaigne 

Loue  wil  nouht  buen  constreyned  be  maistre  764 

Whan  Maistre  commep  god  of  loue  anone 

Bete])  on  his  wenge  and  fare  wele  he  is  gone 

Loue  is  a  )>inge  as  any  spirit  fre 

Wewmene  of  kinde  desiren  liberte  768 
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And  nouht  to  be  constreined  as  a  ])Tati 

And  80  do])  men .  if  .1.  pe  aopQ  sale  schaH 

Loke  who  ])at  is  most  pacient  in  loue 

He  is  att  auantage  abone  772 

Paciens  is  an  hihe  veitue  certeigne 

[ffor  it  venqnyscheth  as  these  clerkis  seyne .]  [EarL  1768,  {^128] 

Thinges  ]»at  Eigor  schol  neu^re  atteigne 

For  euery  worde  men  maie  nouht  chide  ne  pleine  776 

Lerene])  to  snffdi  or  elles  so  must  .1.  gone 

3e  schohie  it  leren  whej^er  so  30  wol  or  none 

For  in  J)is  verlde  certeine  no  wight  ne  is 

^t  be  ne  do])  or  aeipe  sum  time  of  mys  780 

Or  eiyer  sekenes  or  constillacione 

Wyn  wo  or  channgeinge  of  complexione 

Cause]!  ful  often  to  don  amys  or  speken 

On  euery  wronge  men  maye  nouht  bue  awreken  784 

After  pe  time  most  be  temperance 

To  euerj  whiht  pat  can  no  gouemance 

And  ])erfore  ha])e  pia  "woTpe  wise  knyht 

To  leue  in  ese  suf&ance  hir  be-hiht  788 

And  sche  to  him  ful  wiseli  gan  to  swere 

p&t  neuere  scholde  be  de&ute  in  hire 

Here  maie  men  seen  an  humble  wise  accorde 

Thus  ha]»  sche  take  hira  seruant  and  hir  lorde  792 

Seruant  in  loue  and  lorde  in  Manage 

]7an  was  he  bo])e  in  lordeschipe  and  seruage 

Seruage  naye  bot  in  lordeschip  a-boue 

8epQn  ])at  he  ha])  bo])e  his  ladi  and  his  louo  796 

His  lady  certes  and  his  wif  also  [iMf  112,  back] 

The  whiche  ])at  lowe  of  loue  accorde)>  ])arto 

And  whan  he  was  in  pia  p'ospente 

Home  wi])  his  wif  he  go])  to  his  contre  800 

Kouht  ffer  fro  penmarke  ])ar  as  his  dwellinge  was 

Where  as  he  leues  in  blisse  and  in  solas 

Who  cou^e  ieXt  bot  ho  had  wedded  bue 

The .  loye  f  e  ese .  and  ])e  prosperite  BOi 
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That  is  betwyz  an  husbonde  and  bis  wif 

A  jeie  and  more  lasted  ])is  blisfutt  liff 

Til  ]>at  ])is  knibt  )ie  wbicbe  .L  spak  of  )nu 

]»at  of  kynred  was  deped  Ameiagus  808 

Scbope  him  to  gone  and  dwelle  a  ^ere  or  tweyne 

In  jngelond  J)at  cleped  eke  was  Bretayne 

To  secbe  in  annes  worscbipe  and  bononre 

For  al  bis  luste  be  sette  in  sucbe  laboare  812 

And  dwelle)ie  pere  ])e  boke  aeipe  ])iis 

Kowe  wil  .1.  stint  of  ])is  amaragas 

And  speken  .1.  of  Dongen .  bis  wif 

fB,t  loue]>  bire  busbond  as  bire  bertes  lif  816 

And  for  bis  absence  wepe)»  scbe  and  sjkep 

As  done  ^is  noble  wives  wban  bem  like]> 

Scbe  momeji  wake  waile^  faste])  and  pleyne^ 

Desire  of  bis  presence  bir  so  distreine^  820 

Tbat  al  ]>is  wide  werld  scbe  sett  att  noubt 

Hire  frendes  wbicbe  ]>at  knewe  bir  bene  Jioubt 

Comforted  bire  in  al  ])at  euer  ]>ei  mybt  or  maie 

Tbei  precben  bire  ]»ei  telen  bire  njbt  and  daie  824 

fat  caoseles  scbe  sle)ie  bir  self  alas 

And  euer-.I.  comford  possible  in  pis  cas 

J)ei  done  to  bire  wtt^  al  bere  bisinesse 

And  al  f or  to  make  bire  lete  bire  beuynesse  828 

Be  prices  as  ^e  knowe  wele  euerycbone 

Men  Maie  so  longe  grane  in  pe  stone 

Til  figure  jjer-inne  printed  be 

So  longe  baue  pei  comfort  bire  ^at  scbe  832 

Keceyuede  ba])e  be  bope  and  be  resone 

pe  emprinteinge  of  bire  constillacione 

Tborube  wbicbe  bire  grete  sorwe  gan  eswage 

Scbe  maie  not  alweie  endure  sucbe  a  rage  836 

And  eke  Amargus  in  al  ]>is  care 

HaJ)e  sent  bir  leftrea  bome  in  al  ]>i8  fare  . 

And  pat  be  wolde  come  bastely  a^eine  Ctef  i4i] 

Or  elles  badde  piB  sorwe  bire  bert  sleyne  840 
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Hire  frendes  sauhe  hire  hert  gan  to  slake 

And  preide  hire  on  knes  for  goddes  sake 

To  come  and  to  Rome  in  companye 

Awaie  to  drine  hire  derke  fantasie  844 

And  finally  ache  graunted  y&t  request 

Eor  wele  sche  sanhe  it  was  for  ]>e  best 

Kow  stode  hir  castel  fast  by  )>e  see 

And  often  wif  hire  frendes  walked  sche  848 

Hir  to  disport  on  fe  se  banke  on  hihe 

Where  as  sche  many  schippes  and  barges  scihe 

Seileinge  her  course  where  hem  luste  to  goo 

£ot  jite  was  ])ere  a  percel  of  hir  woo  852 

For  to  hir  seine  ful  often  seide  sche 

Is  ]>ere  no  schippe  of  so  mony  as  .1.  see 

Wil  bringe  home  my  lorde  fan  wolde  myne  herte 

Al  warisshe  of  ]»is  bitter  peine  smarte  856 

Anopere  time  pere  wU  sche  sitte  and  ])enke 

And  kast  hir  eye  donward  fro  ))e  brenke 

Bot  whan  sche  sawhe  pe  grisely  Eokkes  blake 

For  verrei  fere  so  wolde  hire  heret  qivake  860 

]>at  one  hir  feete  sche  myhte  nouht  hire  susteigne 

)>an  wolde  sche  sit  adoune  ypon  pe  grene 

And  pitoosly  into  pe  see  sche  walde  be-holde 

And  seine  riht  ])ns  wiji  sorweful  hertes  colde  864 

Eteme  god  ]»at  ]>oruhe  ]>i  purueance 

Ledest  pe  werlde  be  certein  gouemance 

In  ydelnes  as  men  seine  je  no])inge  make 

Bot  lorde  pla  griseli  fendely  Rockes  blake  868 

]7at  semen  Taper  a  foule  confasione 

Of  werke  ]>at  any  faire  creacione 

Of  whiche  a  parfit  god  and  a  stable 

Whi  hane  30  wronht  pia  werk  vnresonable  872 

For  be  Jiis  werke  sou]»e .  nor]>e .  este  and  west 

pate  nes  ifostred  man  ne  birde  ne  beste 

It  do]>e  no  good  to  my  witte  bot  anoye]) 

Sche  je  nouht  lor  how  mankinde  it  destruc))  876 
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Howe  ]7at  be  durst  nouht  bis  sorwe  tett 

pat  langoifise])  as  fire  doj^e  in  hdi 

And  deje  seide  he  must  as  dide  ekko 

For  Narsisus  ^at  dorst  nouht  tett  hir  wo  952 

In  oj^ere  maner  fan  je  here  me  seie 

Ne  dorst  he  nouht  to  hire  his  wo  he-wieie 

Saue  perauentur  sumtime  att  daunces 

There  ^onge  folke  kepen  her  obseruaunces  956 

It  mai  wel  be  he  loked  on  hir  face 

In  suche  a  wise  as  man  yet  Axe)»  grace 

Bot  no  ])inge  wist  sche  of  his  entent 

KaJ^eles  it  happed  er  J)ei  Jwns  went  960 

Ec  cause  ])at  he  was  hire  nei^bore 

And  was  a  mon  of  worscMppe  and  bonoure 

And  had  yknowen  him  of  ^  times  jore  P  •  ««w  *  ^f^  ^ 

Thci  fel  in  speche  oft  more  and  more  964 

Vn-to  his  purpos  drouhe  Aurelius  D«^  i**»  *»«k] 

And  whan  he  sauhe  his  time  he  seid  ]>U8 

Madame  quod  he  be  god  fai  ]>is  werld  maade 

So  ]>at  .L  miht  ^oure  hert  glade  968 

.1.  wolde  ])at  daie  ]>at  ^oure  Amaragus 

Wente  on  see  ^at  X  Aurelius 

Hadde  wente  fat  .1.  scholde  neuer  haue  com  a^eine 

For  wele  .1.  wote  my  seruise  is  in  yeine  972 

Mi  guerdon  nys  bot  bnstinge  of  myn  herte 

Ma  dame  rewe]>  ypon  my  peines  smarte 

For  as  wi])  a  swerd  30  maie  me  sle  or  saue 

Here  att  ^oure  fote  god  wolde  Jat  .L  were  graue  976 

.1.  haue  as  nowe  no  leiser  for  to  seie 

Haue  merci  on  me  swete  or  je  wolne  do  me  deye 

Sche  gan  to  loke  vpon  Aurelius 

Is  fis  3oure  wil  quod  sche  and  seie  je  J>us  980 

Keuer  eft  quod  sche  wist  .L  what  ^e  ment 

Bott  nowe  Aurely  .1.  know  ^oure  entent 

Be  pake  god  fat  jaue  me  soule  and  lif 

:Ng  scbal  .1.  neuer  be  vntrewe  wiflF  984 
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In  worde  ne  in  werke  as  fer  as  .1.  haue  witte 

.1.  wil  be  his  to  whome  ])at  .1.  am  knytte 

Bot  affter  ]>at  ]>ou  pleine  ]»as  seide  sclie  988 

Tak  ]»is  for  final  ansewer  as  for  me  987 

Aurely  quod  sche  be  hihe  god  aboue 

3it  wil  .1.  gronnt  jone  to  be  jonre  loue 

Sen  ])us  .1.  30we  see  so  pitonsly  compleigne 

Loke  what  dale  Jiat  yngelonde  is  breteigne  992 

3e  remewe  al  fe  rokkes  stone  be  stone 

])at  fei  let  schippe  ne  bote  to  gone 

.1.  saie  whan  je  haue  maade  fia  coste  so  clene 

Of  Kokkes  ]>at  ]>er  nys  no  stone  seene  996 

]>an  wil  .1.  loue  ^owe  best  of  any  man 

Haue  here  my  trou]>e  in  al  y&i  ener  y  can  " 

Is  ]>ere  none  oj^r  grace  quod  he 

No  be  ])at  lorde  quod  sche  pai  maade  me  1000 

Eor  wele  J.  wote  ]>at .  ]>at  schal  neuer  be-tide 

Late  suche  foly  oute  of  30ure  hert  glide 

What  deynte  scholde  man  haue  be  his  lif 

Eor  to  loue  a  no])er  mannes  wif  1004 

J?at  ha])  hir  body  when  so  Jiat  him  like]> 

Auiehus  fid  oft  sore  sikeji 

Woo  was  Aurely  whan  ])at  he  ])is  herde  n^f  i46] 

And  wi])  a  sorwful  hert  ]»us  ansewerde  1008 

Madam  qttod  he  ])is  were  an  inpossible 

Than  Mot  .1.  deie  on  sodeine  defe  Orrible 

And  wi])  ]7at  worde  he  tomed  him  anone 

Tho  cam  her  o])er  firendes  mony  one  1012 

And  iq  }ie  alies  romed  vp  and  doune  . 

And  no  ])inge  wist  of  ]>is  conclusioune 

Eot  sodenlye  be-gan  to  reuel  newe 

TO  Jiat  ]>e  briht  sonn  lost  his  hewe  1016 

For  ])e  orizonte  ha])  raft  fe  sonne  his  liht 

This  is  as  muche  to  saie  as  it  was  niht 

And  home  fei  gone  in  ioye  and  in  solas 

Saue  onely  wriched  Aurelius  alas  1020 
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He  to  His  boos  is  gone  wi^  sorwefol  heit 

He  sei^e  he  maie  nouht  fro  his  deji  astert 

Him  aemep  he  fele]>  his  hert  colde 

Vp  to  fe  heuen  his  hondes  gan  he  olde  1024 

And  on  his  kenes  bare  he  sett  him  doxine 

And  in  his  laneinge  seide  his  oiisonne 

For  yeirei  woo  he  oate  of  his  vitte  he  braide 

He  nyst  nouht  what  lie  spak  hot  ^os  he  seide  102S 

Wi])  pitous  hert  ha)ie  he  his  compleinte  be-gnnne 

Ynto  ]>e  goddesse  and  first  ynto  fe  sonne 

He  seide  Apollo  god  and  gouemonre 

And  eu^ry  planete'herbe  tre  and  flonre  1032 

]>at  3enest  after  ]>ine  declinacione 

To  iche  of  hem  his  tyme  and  his  sesone 

And  ])in  hebour  channge))  lowe  and  hihe 

Lorde  phebus  cast  ]>i  me[r]ciable  eyhe  1036 

On  wriched  Anreli  whiche  y&t  am  for-lome 

Lo  lorde  my  lady  ha])  my  de]>  swome 

Wi]>-outen  gilte  hot  ^ine  benygnite 

Vppon  myne  dedly  hert  haue  sum  pyte  1040 

Bot  wele  J.  wote  lorde  phebus  if  jou  liste 

^e  nude  me  helpe  saue  my  ladi  best 

Now  vouched  saue  fat  .1.  maie  ^oue  deuise 

Howe  fat  .1.  maye  be  holpe  and  in  what  wise  1044 

3oure  blisful  suster  lucina  f  e  schene 

fat  of  fe  see  is  chife  goddes  and  qwene 

f ouhe .  neptunus  haue  deite  in  fe  see 

3ite  empires  aboue  him  is  sche  1048 

3e  knowen  wele  lorde  riht  as  hir  desire  p«ari45,  back] 

Is  to  be  queked  and  lihtef  of  joure  fire 

For  whiche  she  folowf  jowe  ful  besily 

Riht  so  fe  see  desiref  naturelly  1052 

To  folowen  hir  as  sche  fat  is  goddesse 

Bof  in  f  e  see  and  in  reuers  more  and  lesse 

Wher-for  lord  Phebus  f  is  is  myn  request 

Bo  fis  miracle  or  .1.  do  myne  hert  to  brest  1056 
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]>at  poxL  next  att  pia  opposiciofi 

wMche  in  signe  scbal  be  of  fe  lyon 

Ha^e  piaide  hire  so  grete  a  flode  to  bringe 

J^at  .y.  fa])om  att  ]7e  lest  it  oner  springe  1060 

The  hiest  rokke  in  Armorik  bietaine 

And  lat  his  flode  endure  jeres  tueyne 

Than  certes  to  my  lady  may  .1.  seie 

HoldeJ)  }K)Tire  heste  ]>e  rokkes  bene  awaie  1064* 

Lorde  phebus  do  Jiis  Miracle  for  me 

Preie  hire  sche  go  no  faster  cours  Jian  30 

•L  seie  joue  ^ns  prei  joure  soster  ])at  sche  go 

Kone  fastere  cours  ^an  ^e  pis  ^eres  tuo  1068 

yaa  schal  sche  enere  be  att  }e  foH  al  weie 

And  springe  lasten  bop  nyht  and  daie 

And  bot  sche  yowchesaue  in  suche  manere 

To  graunt  me  my  lady  soaereigne  dere  1072 

Praie  hir  to  sinken  enery  rok  adoune 

In-to  hir  owen  derke  regione 

Ynder  pe  grounde  per  pluto  daellep  inne 

Oper  neuer  more  schal  .1.  my  lady  wynne  1076 

Thine  temple  in  delphos  wil  .1  barfote  seek 

Lorde  Phebus  sepe  30  pe  teres  on  my  cheke 

And  of  my  pyne  hane  compassione 

And  wip  pat  worde  in  swoune  he  fel  a^doune  1080 

And  longe  time  he  laie  in  traunce 

His  broper  whiche  pat  knewe  of  his  penaunce 

Yp  cauht  him  and  to  bed  him  brouht 

Despeired  in  his  torment  and  in  his  ponht  1084 

Lo  .L  pis  woful  creature  lye 

Chese  he  for  me  weper  he  Tvil  leue  or  deye 

IT  Arueragus  Tvip  hele  and  grete  honoure 

As  he  was  of  pe  chiualrie  pe  floure  1088 

Is  commen  home  and  ofer  worpi  men . 

O  bUsf alful  ert  pou  doregen 

That  haste  pin  lusti  husbande  in  pine  Armes  Umtiu;} 

pe  fiische  knyht  pe  worpi  man  of  armes  1092 
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^t  loue]>  )ie  as  hiB  owen  heites  lif 

No  ])inge  lost  bim  to  be  ymaginatif 

Of  any  wight  had  spoke  whiles  was  cute 

To  hiie  of  loae  he  maade  ^ere-of  no  doute  1096 

He  nouhte  entende)^  to  none  suche  matieie 

Bot  daunce)^  Iusti]>  arid  makeji  good  chere 

As  pua  in  ioy  and  blisse  .1.  late  hem  dweUe 

And  of  ^e  swete  anielius  wil  J.  tdl  1100 

In  langare  and  in  farions  toimentes  fuB 

Two  jere  and  moie  laie  wieched  Anielins 

Or  onj  foote  on  er^  he  myht  gone 

Ke  comfort  in  ]>is  time  had  he  none  1104 

Saue  of  his  hxoper  whiche  ]mt  was  a  derke 

He  knewe  of  al  ^is  woo  and  of  al  pia  werke 

Por  to  none  ojier  creature  certeine 

Of  fla  matier  ne  doist  he  no  worde  seine  1108 

Ynder  his  brest  he  bare  his  more  secre 

Than  euer  dide  FamphiUos  for  Galathe 

His  brest  was  hole  wijH>wten  for  to  sene 

Bot  in  his  horie  was  aie  ])e  arwe  kene  1112 

And  wele  ^e  wote  fat  a  sore  sayoure 

In  STUgere  fol  perilous  is  fe  cure 

Bot  man  mjht  touche  f&  arwe  or  come  yerhj 

His  bro^r  wepej?  and  weileji  pnuelj  1116 

Til  att  ye  last  him  f el  in  remembrance 

jMtt  whiles  he  was  att  Orliaunce  in  fraunce 

As  )onge  derkes  ^t  buen  licorous 

To  reden  artes  J»at  buen  curious  1120 

8eken  in  enerj  haike  and  in  euerj  heame 

Particulere  sciens  for  to  leme 

He  him  remembre^  Tpon  a  daie 

Att  Oriiance  in  stode  a  boke  he  saye  1124 

Of  Magik  naturelle  whiche  is  felawe 

yst  was  ^t  time  a  bacheller  of  lawe 

Al  were  he  fere  to  leme  ano]»er  crafte 

An  priuelj  ypan  his  deske  he  laf te  1128 
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^is  boke  \7hiche  spak  muche  of  fia  op^raciona 

Toucheinge  fe  .xxyiiy.  Mancions 

That  longe])  to  }ie  inone  and  suche  folye 

As  in  ouie  dales  ne  is  not  wor])e  a  flye  1132 

Eor  holy  cherche  sei]>e  in  owre  beleue  Dasri^a^bftek] 

Ke  suffiire])  none  illusione  vs  to  greue 

And  whan  ]>is  booke  was  in  remembiauncel 

Anone  for  ioye  he  gan  to  daunoe  1136 

And  to  him  self  seide  prtnely 

Mi  bro])er  schal  be  warisched  hastely 

For  .1.  am  seker  p&t  fere  be  sciencis 

Be  vhiche  men  make  diners  apparences  1140 

Whiche  as  )ie  subtile  tregitonrs  pleine 

For  oft  att  festes  herd  .1.  seine 

Jiat  tregetours  wi])  in  an  hal  large 

Haue  maad  in  come  water  and  a  barge  1144 

And  in  ])e  haH  rowe  vp  and  donne 

Som  time  ha]>e  semed  a  gnme  lyoune 

[And  som  tyme  floures  spryngin)  in  A  mede  ^j^^'i'*^^ 

Sum  tyme  wyne  &  grapis  white  &  rede]        u^o^i^^i?^ 

Som  tim  a  castel  al  of  lyme  and  stone  «,Wi83, 6ac*.] 

And  whan  him  liked  voide  it  anone 

Thus  semed  it  to  euery  mannes  siht 

Nowe  ^an  conclude  .1.  ^s  if  y&i  .1.  myhi  1152 

At  orlyance  some  olde  felawe  finde 

)»at  had  ye  mones  mancions  in  mynde 

Oy^r  magik  natnrel  a-boue 

He  scholde  wele  mak  my  bro)ier  haue  his  lone  1156 

For  wi])  apparens  a  man  male  make 

To  mannenes  siht  yai  al  fe  rokkes  blake 

Of  B[r]eteigne  were  went  eu^chone 

And  ]>at  schippes  be  }ie  brinke  myht  comen  and  gone  1 160 

And  in  suche  forme  endure  a  ^ere  or  tuo 

Then  were  my  bro^r  waresched  of  his  wo 

Tlien  most  sche  nodes  knows  hire  be-hest 

Or  elles  he  schamen  hire  schal  att  fe  leste  1164 
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What  scholde  make  a  longer  tale  of  fia 

Yuto  hia  bro])er  bedde  commen  he  is 

And  suche  comfor[t]  he  jaf  him  for  to  gone 

To  Orliaunce  J»at  yp  sterte  anone  1 168 

And  on  his  waie  f orwaide  is  he  fare 

In  hope  to  be  leased  of  his  care 

Whan  ^ie  were  come  almoste  to  yat  Citee 

Sot  if  were  a  tuo  furlonge  or  ^ree  1172 

A  jonge  clerke  romeynge  bj  himselfe  ^i  *  mette 

Whiche  ]»tt  in  latine  J^refteli  hem  grette 

And  after  ]>at  seide  he  a  wonder  ^inge 

•I.  knowe  quod  he  ]>e  cause  of  }oare  coYuynge .  1176 

An  er  ^ei  iorper  any  foote  wente 

He  tolde  hem  al  |»at  was  in  her  en-tent 

This  briton  clerke  him  asked  of  f elawes 

The  whiche  ^at  he  had  knowen  in  olde  dawes  1180 

And  he  ansewaid  him  y&t  Jiei  dede  were 

For  whiche  he  wepped  f ol  oft  mony  a  tere 

Downe  of  his  hors  Anrelius  liht  anone 

And  fnr)ie  wi]>  ^  Magicien  is  he  gone  1184 

Home  to  hia  howse  and  maade  hem  wele  att  ese 

Hem  lakked  no  vitaile  J»at  hem  myht  plese 

8o  wele  araide  hons  as  ]>er  was  one 

Aurelins  in  his  lif  ne  sawe  he  none  1 188 

He  schewde  him  ar  he  went  to  soper 

Forest  Parkes  fol  of  wilde  dere 

I>er  sawe  he  hertes  Wftfe  homes  hyje  /  ^^^J^f^Xaf 

The  grettest  that  eiwr  were  se  wttA  ye  /  S^ii^iSli&j 

He  /  say  of  hem  An  himderi<)  slayn)  wtt^  houndea 

An<)  some  wtt^  Aiowes  bled  &  bitter  woundes 

He  say  whan)  yoydi<)  were  thes  wylde  dei' 

fe  fanconcrs  yp  on)  A  faire  rever]  1 1 96 

And  how  fakons  haue  fe  heron  sleine 

Than  sawe  he  knyhtes  lusten  in  a  pleine 

And  after  ]>is  he  dide  him  suche  plesance 

That  he  him  schewde  his  lady  in  a  daunce  1200 
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On  whiche  bim  seK  he  datmced  as  liiin  )»ouht 

And  whan  fja  maister  ^at  ^is  magik  wiotLht 

Sawe  it  was  time  he  clapped  his  hondes  two 

And  fare  wele  al  ouie  leuel  is  do  1204 

And  ^itte  lemewe  Jiei  neu^re  oute  of  yis  honse 

Whiles  ]^i  sawe  al  ]»is  siht  mcruelouse 

Bot  in  his  stodye  ]>ere  as  lus  bokes  be 

The[i]  satten  stil  and  no  whight  bot  ^i  fie  1208 

To  him  Jiis  maister  called  ]7an  a  swyere 

And  seide  him  ]ms  is  redi  oure  sopere 

Al  most  an  houre  it  is  .1.  Tndertake 

Se]»eiis  .1.  3owe  badde  oure  soper  to  make  1212 

When  ^t  yia  wor])i  men  wenten  wi]>  me 

Ynto  my  stode  ]>er  as  mj  bokes  be 

Sire  quod  fla  Swye[r]  whan  it  lyke^  3oae 

It  is  al  rede  ])ouhe  je  wolde  riht  nowe  1216 

Go  we  fan  to  sonpe  quod  he  and  for  ]>e  best 

yea  anerous  folks  sum  time  mot  haue  rest 

And  after  soper  fel  Jiei  in  trete 

What  somme  schold  fia  maister  gaerdone  be  1220 

To  remoue  al  pe  rokkes  of  bretaigne 

And  eke  fro  geroun  to  ]>e  moa}»e  of  seine 

He  maade  it  straunge .  and  swore  so  god  him  sane 

Lesse  ]7an  a  ]>ousand  pounds  he  nolde  not  haue  1224 

Ne  gladly  for  pe  somme  ne  wolde  he  gone  Pmt  U7,  bMk] 

Aurelius  wi^  blisfal  herte  anone 

Onsewaide  ]>us  fy  on  a  ]>ousand  pounds 

This  wide  werlde  ]>at  men  seine  is  rounds  1228 

That  wold  .L  jeue  if  .1.  were  lorde  of  it 

This  Bargeyne  is  ful  dreue  for  we  hue  knyt 

3e  schoUene  be  paide  treuly  be  my  trouj^e 

Bot  loke]>  nowe  for  no  necligens  or  8leu]>e  1232 

3e  tary  vs  here  no  longer  ^an  to  morwe 

Kay  quod  ]>is  clerke  haue  here  my  tioujie  to  borwe 

To  bed  is  gone  Aurelius  whan  him  luste 

And  wel  nyhe  al  ]>at  nyht  he  had  his  ruste  1 23G 
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That  for  Mb  labome  Of id  for  Mb  liope  of  bliase 

His  wofcd  herte  of  penance  hadde  a  liase 

Ypon  fiB  ]no[r]we  whan  ^t  it  ma  dale 

To  bretaine  toke  ^i  fe  riht  weie  1240 

Anrelios  and  f\B  magicien  he  aide 

And  buene  descendit  fete  fei  wilne  a-bide 

And  fis  was  as  fe  bokes  me  remembre 

The  Golde  firosty  seson  of  decembie  1244 

Phebns  wazede  olde  (xnd  hewed  ylike  latoicn 

^t  in  his  hote  declinaciotm 

Schone  as  f&  bumyd  gold  wi^  stremes  briht 

Bot  nowe  in  scorpion  a^ionne  he  liht  1243 

Where  as  he  schone  fol  pale  .1.  dare  wel  seien 

The  bitter  frostes  wi]>  slete  and  reine 

Destruyed  haji  je  grene  in  euery  ^erde 

lanns  sit  be  fire  wi^  doable  berde  1252 

And  drinkeji  of  his  bngle  home  ])e  wyne . 

Be-fome  him  stant  fe  braune  of  J^  twext  swyne 

And  a  nonel  crie^  euery  lusti  man 

Aurelius  in  al  yskt  euere  he  can .  1256 

Do]7e  his  nudster  chier  and  reoerence 

And  pr^yeji  Mm  to  done  his  diligence 

To  bringen  him  onte  of  Ms  peines  smerte 

Oper  ynp  a  swerde  ]7at  he  wold  slitt  his  herte  1260 

That  snbtille  clerk  wMche  ^at  Teu]>e  hadde  on  ])is  man 

yai  nyht  and  daie  he  hini  spedde  ^t  he  ne  Ian 

To  waite  a  time  of  his  conclusione 

^is  is  to  seie  to  make  illucione  1264 

•L  ne  can  no  termes  of  astrologie  1266 

Be  wMche  an  apparens  of  logellery  1265 

That  sche  and  enerj  wight  schold  wene  and  seie       D«if  iis] 

^at  of  Bretaigne  ^  rokkes  were  aweie  1268 

Or  elles  ^i  were  sonken  vnder  grounde 

So  att  })e  last  whan  that  he  his  time  fonnde 

To  make  his  Tapes  and  his  wrechednesse 

Of  wMche  a  supersticions  cursedenesse  1273 
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His  tables  colletanes  for]>  lie  brouht 

Eul  wele  corrected  for  ])ere  lakked  nonht 

Ke  his  collectes  ne  his  expans  jeres 

Ke  his  rotes  ne  his  o])ere  geres  1276 

As  biene  is  centres  and  his  argumentez 

And  his  proporcione  connenientez 

For  his  eqoacions  in  enerj  ]>inge 

And  be  his  .yi^'.  spere  in  his  wirkinge  1280 

He  knewe  howe  fere  alna]>e  was .  yschoue 

From  pe  heued  of  J^ilke  fix  aiies  aboue 

]>at  in  pe  .ix.  spere  considerd  is 

Ful  subtilli  he  calle]>  al  pis  1284 

And  whan  he  had  fonde  his  first  manciofl 

He  knewe  pe  remenant  be  proporcion 

And  knewe  pe  ariseinge  of  pe  mone  wele 

And  in  whos  face  and  terme  euery  dele  1288 

And  knewe  ful  wele  Jie  mones  mansion 

Accordant  to  his  operac/on 

And  k[n]ewe  al  so  his  oper  obseruauncez 

For  suche  illusions  and  suche  mesehaunces  1292 

As  ey^en  folke  Tside  pUke  daies 

For  whiche  no  longer  Maked  he  delaies 

Bott  ]>oruhe  his  magik  for  a  weke  or  tweie 

It  semede  pai  al  pe  rokkes  were  a  waie  1296 

Aurelius  whiche  Jiat  despayred  is 

WepeT  he  schal  haue  his  or  fare  amys 

Awaite])  nyht  and  daie  of  Jiis  miracle 

And  whan  he  knewe  ])er  was  none  obstacle  1300 

pat  voided  were  ]^es  rokkes  euerychon 

Doune  to  his  maistres  fete  he  fel  a  none 

And  seide  .1.  wooful  wriche  Aurelius 

Thank  jowe  lord  and  lady  myne  Venus  1304 

That  me  haue  holpe  fro  my  .Cares  oolde 

And  to  pe  temple  forpe  his  weie  ha])e  holde 

Where  ke  knewe  he  scholde  his  lady  se 

And  whan  he  sawhe  his  time  anone  ribt  he  1308 
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Wi^  d[r]edefiil  herte  and  hnmble  chieie  [imtiis,  i»ck] 

Saluyd  h^p  his  souereigne  lady  dere 

IT  My  rihtfol  lady  quod  fiB  wofol  man 

Whome  .L  moete  diede  and  lone  as  .L  best  can         1312 

And  lowest  wer  of  al  ^is  werlde  displese 

Nexe  it  ])at  .L  for  joire  haue  sache  disese 

pat  .L  muste  deye  here  att  ^oore  fote  anone 

Bot  nouht  wold  .L  tel  howe  me  is  wo  begone  1316 

Bot  certes  ejfesr  must  .L  deye  or  pleine 

3e  sleine  me  giltles  for  verrei  peine 

Sot  of  mj  deipe  goalie  je  haue  no  reu)^ 

Ayisep  jowe  ar  ^t  30  lese  joure  tren^  1320 

Eepente]^  jowe  for  pilke  god  aboue 

Or  je  me  sleyne  because  fai  JL  jowe  loue 

For  madame  wele  30  wote  yai  )e  haue  hiht 

[Noii^t  that  I  Chalenge  ony  thing  of  lyght]        u^S;^} 

Of  )ow  souereigne  ladye  bot  ^ouie  grace 

Bot  in  a  gardeine  jonde  in  suche  a  place 

30  woote  riht  wele  ^t  30  be-hiht  me 

And  in  joure  honde  }oure  trouj^e  pliht  me  1328 

To  loue  me  best  god  wote  30  saide  so 

And  al  be  ^t.  y&t  .L  Tnwor]>e  am  ^rto 

Madame  .1.  speke  it  for  fe  honouie  of  joue 

More  ^  to  sane  myn  herte  lif  riht  nowe  1332 

•L  haue  done  as  30  haue  commanded  me 

And  if  3e  vouche-saf  30  maie  go  see 

And  as  30W  luste  hauep  30ure  behest  in  mynde 

For  whikke  or  dede  riht  Jnis  30  schal  me  fynde  1336 

In  30we  li^  al  to  do  me  lyue  or  deye 

Bot  wele  J.  wote  fe  rokkes  bene  aweye 

He  toke  his  leue  cmd  sche  astonyed  stode 

In  al  hir  face  fere  nas  a  drope  of  blode  1340 

Bche  wende  neuer  haue  commen  in  suche  a  trappe 

Alas  quod  sche  pat  euer  pis  scholde  happe 

For  wend  .1.  neuer  be  possibelite 

That  suche  a  mustre  or  sucho  a  merreQe  scholde  be    1344 
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It  is  ajeine  pe  pr^ess  of  J^atuie^ 

And  home  sche  go])  a  sorweful  creature^ 

For  yerraie  Ynne])  male  sche  go 

Sche  wepe]f  and  weyle])  a  dale  or  tuo 

And  swowne])  Jjat  it  reu])  was  to  see 

Bot  whi  it  ^vas  to  no  whight  tolde  sche  * 

For  oute  of  toune  was  gone  Ameragus' 

Bot  to  hir  selfe  sche  saide  a7id  spak  ])us 

In  hire  compleint  as  je  schollen  afPber  here 

WiJ)  fece  pale  and  vrip  sorwheful  chiere 

Alas  quod  sche  on  pe  fortune  .1.  pleine 

J^at  vnwar  hast  wrapped  me  in  pi  cheyne 

For  whiche  fe  Eskape  wote  .1.  no  socoure 

Sane  only  dejje  o])ir  dishonoure 

One  of  pia  tuo  behoue])  me  to  chese 

Bot  naj^eles  jit  hadde  leuere  to  lese 

Mi  lif  ])an  of  my  bodi  to  haue  a  schame 

Opei  knowe  my  self  fals  oper  lese  my  name 

And  wif  my  dej)  J.  may  me  quyte  y-wis 

Ha])  perQ  nouht  mony  a  wif  ar  J)is 

And  mony  a  maiden  ysleine  hire  self  alas 

Ba])er  ])at  wi])  hire  bodis  done  trespas 

And  certes  lo  ])es  stories  berej)  wittenesse 

Whan  .XXX.  tyrantez  ful  of  cursednesse 

Had  sleyne  Phidon  in  Athenes  att  J)e  lest 

Thei  commaimded  his  douhtres  to  arest 

And  bringen  hem  be-f  ome  him  in  despite 

Al  naked  to  ful-fil  hire  foule  delite 

And  in  here  feulers  blode  ])e[i]  made  hem  daunce 

Yppon  ])e  pament  god  jeue  hem  meschaunce 

For  whiche  pes  woful  maidens  ful  of  drede 

BaJ^er  ^an  ])e[i]  wolden  lese  here  maidenhede 

pei  pnuely  bene  stert  in-to  a  well 

And  dreinte  hem  self  as  pe  bokes  teH . 

Thei  of  Mesne  lete  e[n]quere  and  seke 

Of  lacedemye  .1.  may  dens  eke 
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On  wbiche  ^i  wolden  done  here  licberye 

Bot  was  ^le  none  of  al  fsi  companye 

^t  sclie  nas  aleyne  wip  a  gladd  entent 

And  la^r  chase  to  de je  ^an  for  to  assent 

To  bien  oppressed^  of  here  maidenhede 

Whi  schold  .1.  ^an  to  deye  buen  in  diede 

V  Lo  eke  ^  tyrant  Anstodides 

J»t  loued  a  maide  jiat  hiht  simphalides 

Whan  ^at  hir  fader  sleine  was  on  a  nyht 

Ynto  Dyanes  temple  go]»e  sche  Srnone  nhi 

And  bent  pe  ymage'  wijy  hii0  armes  tuo 

Fro  whicbe  ymage  wold  sche  nener  goo 

Ko  wyht  my^t  of  it  hire  hande  race 

Til  sche  was  sleine  in  pQ  seine  place 

Kowe  se])en  ]>at  maidens  hadd  suche  despite 

To  bien  defoiiled  vrip  mannes  fonle  delite 

Wele  auht  a  wif  ra])er  her  self  sle 

pat  to  bue  defouled  as  pQnkef  me 

That  schal  .1.  seien  of  Asdrubardis  wiif 

]iat  ait  Cartage  beraf  t  hir  self  herd  lifiT 

For  whan  sche  sawe  p&  romeine  wanne  pe  toune 

Sche  toke  hir  children  al  and  swep  adoune 

In  to  ]>e  hre  and  chase  ra))er  to  deye 

^an  any  Eomeyne  did  hire  yelauye 

Ha^  nouht  Lucres  sleyne  hire  self  alas 

Att  Eome  )>are  sche  oppressed  was 

Of  Tarquyne  for  hire  ])ouht  it  was  a  schame 

To  lene  whan  ^at  sche  had  lost  hir^  name 

The  .yiij.  Maidens  of  Milesye  also 

Haue  sleyne  hem  self  for  drede  and  woo 

Eajier  pan  folke  of  Gaule  schold  hem  oppr^sse 

Mo  ]ian  a  ]>ousand  storis  as  .L  gesse 

CoupB  .1.  nowe  teH  as  toucheinge  )>is  matier 

Whan  Abradas  was  sleyne  his  wif  so  dere 

Hire  selfe  slowhe  and  lete  hire  blode  to  glide 

in  Abradas  woundes  brode  and  wide 
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And  seide  my  body  att  fe  leste  waye 

pax  schal  no  whight  defoule  it  if  ])at  .1.  maie 

What  schold  .1.  mo  ensamples  here  of  sayne 

Se])en  ])at  so  many  haue  hem  Belfe  slayne  .     .  1420 

Wele  TSLpBT  }slji  fei  wolde  defouled  be 

.1.  i¥il  conclude  what  is  best  for  me 

[To  sle  my  self  thanne  be  defoulid  thus  ^^^',^^^\ 

*■  'f  Not  in  Earl.  1758,  leaf 

I  wol  be  trewe  vn-to  Arueragus]  J2fUr»1*"«|S»ioS2f 

rkV  i.1.  1  ii»  •  1(186,  tea/286.1 

Upir  rather  sle  my  self  m  sum  manere 

As  did  Demonycious  doubter  dere 

Because  jiat  sche  nold  nouht  defouled  be 

O  cedasuB .  it  is  ful  grete  pite  1428 

To  reden  howe  ])in  douhtem  deyden  alas 

]>at  slowhe  hem  self  for  suche  a  maner  cas 

Afl  grete  pite  was  it  •  or  more 

Theban  Maiden  ])at  fo[r]  Nichasor  1432 

[hir  seluen  slowgh  right  for  swich  manere  wo  JSi J^iP)lS' 

An  othir  theban  mayde  dede  right  so]  Sar/iTwfii^nsJl 

Hire  had  wedded  and  dressed        \8parioiis\  £5.1°***** 

For  one  of  Macedoyne  had  hire  oppressed  1435 

What  scha[l]  .1  seie  of  Nichostratife  wif 

)>at  for  suche  caas  beraft  hire  self  hir  lif 

Howe  trew  was  eke  to  Alcebiades  n^f  160] 

His  loue  ])at  fo[r]  to  deyen  chese  1440 

Then  for  to  sufifren  his  body  vmbreide  be 

Lo  whiche  a  wif  was  Alcestem  quod  8ch« 

What  Emore  of  good  Penolope 

Al  grece  knowej)  of  her  chastitee  1444 

Parde  of  Leodomya  is  wreten  |)us 

Thate  whan  att  troye  was  slayne  protheselayus 

Ko  longer  wolde  sche  leue  after  his  daye 

]>e  same  of  noble  Porcia  tel  .1.  maie  1448 

Wi^uten  brutus  cou])  sche  nouht  leue 

To  whome  he  had  al  hole  hir  herte  .yjeue 

The  parfyte  wyfhode  of  Arthemesye 

Honouryd  is  ])urhe  al  )»e  barberye  1452 
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0  Teuta  qaeene  in  ])ine  wifly  chastite 

To  al  wyves  nude  a  merrour  be 

[    ...     no  gap  in  the  MS :  these  lines 

.     ..    .     .         known  only  in  EUesmere  MS^l  li56 

Thus  plejned  dorigen  a  day  or  tueye 

Purposed  euere  jiat  schd  wolde  deye 

%  Bot  Na^eles  on  ^  J^iedde  nyht 

Home  cam  Araeiagoa  \t  wor))i  knyht  1460 

And  axed  hire  whi  ^t  sche  wepped  so  sore 

And  sclie  gan  wepen  euere  \q  longere  more 

Alas  quod  sche  jiat  eu^r  was  .1.  borne 

Thus  haue  .L  seide  quod  sche  ))us  haue  .1.  swome       1464 

.1.  tolde  him  al  as  je  haue  herde  before 

.It  nede^  nouht  to  rehersen  it  no  more 

This  husbonde  wij)  glad  chere  in  sondre  wise 

Anseward  and  seide  as  .L  schal  ^owe  duuyse  1468 

Es  ^r  ouht  elles  dorigen  bot  y'lB 

Kay  naye  quod,  sche  god  helpe  me  so  as  wis 

This  is  to  meche  *  and  it  were  goddes  wiH 

je  wife  qi/od  he  lat  slope  ])at  is  stitt  1472 

It  maie  be  wele  ^it  p«rauentur  to  seie 

Sche  Bchol  ^oure  troujie  holden  be  my  faie 

For  god  so  wisly  helpe  me 

.1.  hadde  w^  leuer  ystiked  for  to  be  1476 

For  verrei  loue  whiche  ^at  .1.  to  joue  haue 

Bot  if  30  scholde  ^oure  trou])e  saue 

Trou])e  is  jie  hiest  ]>inge  ])at  man  maie  kepe 

Bot  wi^  ])at  worde  he  brast  anone  to  wepe  1480 

And  seide  .L  joue  for-bede  vpon  peyne  of  dejo 

)>at  neuer  whiles  ^e  last  lif  ne  bre])e . 

Til  no  wihte  telle  howe  ])at  Jjis  matier  [iMfiso^bKik] 

As  .L  maye  kepe  .L  wil  me  wo  endure  1484 

Ke  make  no  countenance  of  heuynesse 

)»at  folko  of  ^owe  maie  deme  harme  or  gesse 

And  for^  he  cleped  a  swyer  and  a  maide 

Go)>e  for]>e  anone  wi])  Dorogen  he  saide  1483 
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And  bringe])e  hir  to  suche  a  place  anone 

pei  toke  her  leue  and  on  ])eire  wei  fei  gone 

Bot  Jei  ne  wist  whie  sche  federe  went 

He  nold  no  whiht  telle  hire  entent  1492 

[ZThfi»0  ttnn  JnurtPM  onltr 
in  the  EUawiere  MS.} 
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no  gap  in  the  MSJ\ 

This  Swyere  whiche  ])at  hiht  Aurelius 

On  dorigen  whiche  ])at  was  so  amerous  1500 

Of  aduenture  happed  .  hir^;  to  mete 

A-mydde  ]>e  toune  liht  in  ]>e  quek  stiete 

As  sche  was  houne  to  gone  ]>e  waie  forj?  riht 

To-warde  jiere  as  sche  had  hiht  1504 

And  he  was  to  ]>e  Gardeine  ward  also 

For  wele  he  spiede  whan  sche  wold  go 

Owte  of  hire  hous  to  any  maner  place 

Bot  jyos  ])ei  mette  of  aduenture  or  of  grace  1508 

And  he  saluyd  hire  wij)  glad  entente 

And  axed  of  hire  wheder  ])at  sche  wente 

And  sche  ansewarde  half  as  sche  was  madde 

[Vnto  the  gardjfi  as  my  husbonde  bad]    [Sioaneiesa,  //206,  bw^ 

My  troupe  for  to  holde  aks  alas 

Aurelius  gan  wonder  of  ]>i3  caas 

And  in  his  hert  had  grete  compassione 

Of  hire  and  of  hire  lamentacione  1516 

And  of  Ainaragus  )>e  worj^i  knyht 

])at  bad  hire  holde  al  Jjat  sche  hiht 

So  lo]>e  he  was  his  wif  schold  breke  hir  trou])e 

And  in  his  herte  he  kest  of  ]>is  grete  rou])e  1520 

Consideringe  ^e  beste  on  euery  side 

]>at  fro  his  luste  were  him  better  abide 

])an  done  so  hihe  a  cherles  wrechednesse 

A3eines  ffraunchis  and  a3eyne8  al  gentillesse  1524 
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For  whiche  in  fewe  wordes  seide  he  fna 

Madame  sei^  to  30Uie  loide  Ameragus 

J^at  se^in  .1.  see  pia  grete  gentiilesse 

To  90 we .  and  eke  .1.  see  wele  ^oure  destresse  1526 

fan  ^e  to  me  )ms  scbolde  broke  ^oure  trou^  1530 

Series  me  ])inke^  it  were  riht  grete  roufe     [sjmrious  1529] 

.L  haue  wele  leuer  euer  to  sufiro  woo  [tarfiw] 

Then  .1.  departe  ])e  loue  be-tuex  30 w  tuoo  1532 

.1.  ^owe  Teles  ma  dame  in  to  30iire  honde 

Quyte  eu^ry  surement  and  euery  bonde 

J^at  je  bane  maade  to  me  as  here  be-forne 

8e])}rns  ])ilke  time  ^t  ^e  were  borne  1536 

My  trou))e  .1.  plibte  J.  schal  3owe  nen^r  repreue 

Of  no  by-beste  and  bere  .1.  take  my  leue 

As  of  fe  ti-ewest  and  ^  best  wif 

^t  euere  jit  knewe  .1.  in  al  my  l}'f  1540 

Bot  euer  y  wyht  bewar  of  hire  behest 

On  dorigen  remembrej)  att  ^  lest 

)>U8  can  a  swyer  done  a  gentil  dede 

As  wele  as  kafi  a  knybt  wif  oaten  drede  1544 

Scbe  }onke  him  yppon  hire  knees  al  bare 

And  home  vnto  hire  housebonde  is  sche  fare 

And  told  bim  idi  30  haue  herde  me  seitle 

And  be  je  seker  he  was  so  wele  apaide  1543 

])at  it  were  impossible  to  write 

What  schold  .1.  longer  of  fis  cas  endite 

Arueragus  and  Doiigene  bis  wif 

In  seuereigne  blisse  leden  forfe  here  lyfe  1552 

Neuer  eft  ne  was  fere  anger  hem  be-twene 

He  chirise])  hire  as  f  ouhe  sche  where  a  quene 

And  sche  was  to  him  treue  for  euer  more  1555 

Aurelius  fat  his  cost  hafe  Al  forlore  1557 

Cursef  pe  time  fat  euer  be  was  borne  1558 

For  certes  he  self  .1.  am  for-lome  [«p«noi«J 

Alas  quod  he  alas  fat  I  be-hiht 

0  pured  gold  .a.  f  ousand  pou[n]de  of  wyht  1560 
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Vn-to  ^is  Philofre  howe  schal  .1.  do 

.L  se  no  more  bot  ])at  .1.  am  for-do 

Myne  heritage  most  .1.  nedes  seti: 

And  buen  a-begger  her«  may  .1.  no  longer  dw^         1564 

And  scbamen  al  pia  kinrede  in  ])i8  place 

Bot  .1.  of  him  maie  gette  pQ  better  grace 

[But  netheles  I  wolle  of  W  assay        ^^^i^'g^^/oiS^'^ 

At  Certeyne  yeerw  and  dayes  to  pay]    g^'l|  '^ifSTsit'Si 

.1.  wH  fonke  bim  of  bis  grete  curtesie  ^**'  foV«»,6ac*.] 

Myne  troujre  wil  .1.  kepe  .1.  wil  noubt  lye 

Wif  bert  sore  be  go])e  vnto  bis  cofire 

And  broubt  golde  vnto  bis  philosofre  1572 

Tbe  valewe  of  .vj.*'  pounde  J.  gesse 

And  bim  besecbe))  of  bis  gentillesse 

To  graunt  bim  daies  of  pe  remenant  Deaf  isi,  b«ck} 

And  maistere  .1.  dare  wele  make  auaunt  1576 

.1.  failed  neu^r  my  trou]»e  as  ^ite 

For  sekurly  my  dettes  scbal  .1.  quyte 

To-warde  ^owe  bowe  &aer  fat  .1.  fare 

To  gone  abigged  in  my  kirtel  bare  1580 

Bot  wold  3e  voucbe  sauf  vpon  suyrte 

Two  jere  ofer  fve  te  respite  me 

Tben  ware  .1.  wele  for  elles  most .  I  sell 

Hyne  heritage  ])er  nys  no  more  to  teH  1584 

Tbi[s]  pbQosophpB  soburly  ansewerd 

And  seid  ]>us  wban  be  j^ea  wordes  berde 

Haue  .1.  noubt  bolden  couenant  vnto  \>e 

3is  certes  wele  and  treuly  quod  be  1588 

Hast  J70U  not  bad  ])i  lady  as  ])e  lykej? 

Ko  no  quod  be  an^  sorwfully  be  sike]) 

Wbatt  was  pe  cause  tel  me  if  pon  can 

Aurelius  bis  tale  a-none  be-gan  1592 

And  tolde  bim  al  as  je  ban  berde  be-fore 

It  nede]>  noubt  to  reberson  no  more 

[He  seide  Ameragus/  of  gentilnesse .     C^^-.  ^W  ^I^m^i/m** 

Had  leuyr/  dye  in  sorow  &  distresse .   ^^*;  g^VaJ,"^^'  ^'* 
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Than  his/  wif  were  of  bir/  trouthe  fala/.    ^^^Jg^  u^Im;} 

The  sorow  of  Dorigen  he  tolde  hym  als/ . 

How  loth  hir/  was/  to  ben  a  wickid  wif. 

And  that  ache  leuyr/  had  that  day  lost  hir/  lif .  1600 

And  that  hir/  trouthe  ache  swore  thorogh  jnnocence . 

Sche  neuyr/  erst/  herd  speke  of  apparencej     [Bad.  «cer.  endti 

And  nht  as  frely  as  he  sent  hire  to  me  1604 

^t  maad  me  bane  of  hire  so  grete  pite  1603 

As  frely  sent  .1.  hire  to  hime  ajeine 

This  is  al  and  somme  fere  nys  no  more  to  seine 

This  philofre  Ansewerde  leue  bro]>ere 

£uer-iche  of  jowe  ded  gentlyche  to  o]wre  1608 

^u  ert  a  swyere  and  he  is  a  knyht 

Bot  god  for-bede  for  his  blisfnl  myht 

Bot  if  a  Gierke  cou|)e  do  as  gentQ  a  dede 

As  wele  as  any  of  ^owe  it  is  no  drede  1612 

Sire  .L  reles  ^  pi  ^ousand  pounde 

As  ])ou  riht  nowe  were  crepe  out  of  )>e  grounde 

Ke  neuere  or  nowe  ne  haddest  knowe  me 

For  sir  .L  wil  noujt  take  a  peny  of  ]>e  1616 

For  al  my  craft  ne  nou^t  for  my  trauaile 

]>ou  haste  y-paiede  wele  for  my  vitaile 

It  is  ynowhe  and  fare  wele  and  haue  good  dale 

He  toke  his  hors  arid  forj^e  he  go^  his  waie  1620 

//Ix)rdinges  pia  question  jian  wald  .L  ax  nowe 

Whyche  was  ^  most  fre  as  J^enke^  jowe 

Nowe  telle])  me  or  ))at  .L  forj^e  wende 

.1.  can  no  more  my  tale  is  att  an  ende  •  1624 

Explicit  Liber  /    ^^^S^i:  f*  ivT^^^W  P*^ '"^ 

Library< 

Or  ctnwB^j 
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[THE  PROHJi^^i  I '.  '-^r^r,  Vj\  V 

iSTo  brtakt  between  tk4  »tamMa$  to  the  liJf^  - ' 

Inoipit  prologpu .  2^  Honyalys      v^  i5«] 

(1) 

THe  MiniBtre  of  ^  Norice  yn-to  vices  I 

Whiche  )>at  men  clepen  in  englisshe  ydelnesse 
The  porter  of  ^e  gate  is  of  delices 

To  eschiewe .  And  bu  liir  contrarie  hire  oppresse  4 

That  is  to  seine  be  leful  besinesse 
Wele  onhte  we  to  done  oure  entent 
Lest  psi  ^  fende  ])orahe  .Idelnesse  vs  schent  T 

(2) 

V  For  he  ^t  yrif  his  ])0U8and  cordes  sly^e  S 
Contenuelj  vs  waytej^  to  be-dappe 

Whan  he  nude  man  in  Idelnesse  asp^e 

He  can  so  lihtlj  cache  him  in  his  trappe  11 

Til  ])at  a  man  be  hente  riht  be  ])e  lappe 

He  is  not  waree  ^  fende  ha]>e  him  in  honde 

Wele  onhte  vs  werche  and  ydelnesse  vrip  stonde  14 

(3) 

Y  And  ^ouhe  men  dradden  neuar  for  to  deye  15 
Jit  seen  men  wele  be  reson  douteles 

^t  ydelnesse  is.  rotin  slogardye 

Of  ])ere  come])  nenere  none  encrese  18 

And  se^ns  f&t  slou])e  hir  halde^  in  a  lese 

Onely  to  slepe  and  for  to  ete  and  drinke 

And  to  deuowren  al  pBi  o|)er  swynke  21 
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IT  And  for  to  putt  ts  fro  suche  Idelnesse  22 

^t  cause  is  of  ^  grate  confosione 

.1.  haue  here  done  my  fei^ul  besinesse 

After  fe  legent  in  translacione  25 

Kiht  of  ^  glorious  lif  and  passione 

^u  vriih  fi  gailonde  wrouht  mf  rosus  and  lylie 

The  mene  .L  a  maide  and  Martire  seint  Cecile  28 

(5) 

IT  And  ^u  ^t  floure  of  virgines  art  al  29 

Of  whome  ])at  Bemaide  lust  so  wele  to  write 

To  ^e  att  my  begynynge  first  .L  caH 

^u  comfort  of  vs  wreches  do  me  endite  32 

^i  maydens  def  ^t  was  J^oruhe  hif  merite 

pe  etemale  lif  and  of  ^  fende  yictorie 

As  men  maie  after  reden  in  hir  storie  35 

(6) 
IT  Thou  maiden  and  moder  douhte  of  ^i  sofine  36 

« 

Thou  wdft  of  Mercy  sinful  soules  cure 

In  whome  p&i  god  for  bounte  chees  to  wonne 

^u  humble  afid  hihe  ouer  euery  creature  39 

^t  no  desdeyne  ye  Maker  had  of  kinde 

^ou  noblest  so  fere  oure  nature 

His  Sonne  in  blode  and  flessche  to  doj^e  and  winde  W.'^ 

(7) 

IT  Wi^inne  J^e  cloister  blisful  of  fi  sides  43 

Toke  mannes  schap  eteme  loue  aiid  pees 

]»at  of  pQ  tiine  compas  lorde  and  gide  es 

Whome  heuen  and  see  and  er])e  out  reles  46 

Ay  herien .  and  ])ou  yirgine  wemles 

Bare  of  ]>ine  body  and  dueldist  maide  pure 

The  creatore  of  eu^ry  creature  49 
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(8) 

Y  Assembled  is  in  ]»e  magnificence  60 
Vfith  mercy  goodnesse  and  wif  snclie  pite 

^at  you  ert  fe  Bonne  of  excellence 

I^onht  only  helpest  hem  pat  preyen  ])e  53 

But  oft  time  of  fi  benignite 

Fill  frely  er  ^t  men  ])in  helpe  beseche 

^u  gost  be-fome  and  ert  her  lyues  leche    >  59 

(9) 

IT  No  we  help  ^u  meke  and  blisfol  faire  maid  57 

Me  flemed  wriche  in  ^is  desert  of  gal 

^enke  on  pe  womman  Canan  ])at  seide 

^t  whelpes  eten  somme  of  )>e  crommes  al  60 

pat  from  her  lordes  table  buen  yfal  * 

And  ])0iLhe  psi  .1.  pe  Ynwor])e  doubter  of  £ue 

Be  synful  ^it  accept  my  be-leue   .  63 

(10) 

IT  And  for  pat  feip  is  dede  wipouten  werkes  64 

So  for  to  worchene  jeue  me  witte  and  space 

pat  .L  be  qwyte  frome  }e  place  pat  most  derke  is 

O  pou  pat  art  so  faire  and  so  ful  of  grace  67 

Be  myne  aduocate  in  so  hihe  a  place 

There  as  wip  outen  eende  is  songe  Osanna 

Thou  cristes  moder  and  doubter  of  Anna  70 

(") 

Y  And  of  pine  lyht  pou  graunt  my  self  haue  parte  71 
pat  tiiblide  is  be  pe  cogitacione 

[Of  my  body  /  anci  also  by  pe  weyght  CKui.7sas,^86,6i^eo^8] 

Of  erthely  lust  ancI  fals  effeccion)]  74 

O  heuen  o  refute  o  saluacione 

Of  hem  pat  buen  in  sorwe  and  destresse 

Nowe  helpe  for  rnto  my  werke  .1.  wil  me  redresse         7T 
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(12) 

IT  3et  praie  .1.  ^owe  ^t  reden  fat  .L  write  78 

For-jene^  me  ]»t  .L  do  no  diligence 

fiB  ilke  stone  subtely  to  endyte 

For  bo^  haue  .1.  ^  wordes  and  pe  sentence  81 

Of  hem  ^t  att  fe  seintes  lenerence 

ye  fitori  wrote  and  folowen  here  legende 

And  praien  jowe  ^t  je  wc^  my  werk  amende  84 

(13)  [THE  TALE,] 

IT  ffiiste  wiH  .1.  30we  pe  name  of  sein  Cecile  85 

Expounde  as  men  male  in  here  stories  see  Deaf  luj 

It  is  to  seyen  on  Englisshe  heuenes  lylye 

For  pure  chasteneese  of  yirginitee  88 

OpGt  for  sche  witnesse  hadde  of  honeste 

Of  grme  of  conscience  a/ui  of  good  fame 

The  swete  sauoure  lylye  was  hir  name  9L 

(U) 

Oj^ere  Cecely  .  is  to  seie  pe  waie  to  bliude  92 

For  sche  ensample  was  be  gode  techeinge 

Or  elles  Cicily  is  as  .1.  writen  fynde 

Is  loyned  be  a  maner  conioyneingc  95 

Of  heuen  and  lya .  and  hire  in  fygureinge 

ye  heuen  is  sette  for  ^uht  of  holynesse 

And  lya  for  hire  lasteinge  besinesse  98 

(15) 

Cecile  eke  mai  be  seide  in  )>is  manere  99 

Wanteynge  of  blindenesse  for  hire  grete  liht 

Of  Sapiens  and  for  hire  ]>ewes  clere 

Or  elles  lo  ^is  maydens  name  briht  102 

[Off  heuen  and  leos  cowimyth  ffor  which  bi  riht]  ^^^^^f^ 

Men  myht  ye  heuen  of  ye  peple  hir  caH 

Ensample  of  goode  and  wise  werkes  all  105, 
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(16) 
For  leoB  peple  in  ynglissle  is  to  seie  106 

And  riht  as  men  may  in  Jjis  heuen  see 
The  Sonne  and  mone  and  pe  sterres  euery  weye 
Eiht  so  gostly  in  ])is  mayden  &e  109 

Seyen  j^e  fai^e  of  Manificence 
And  eke  of  helj^e  and  of  sapiens 
And  sondre  werkes  bnht  of  excellence  112 

(17) 
An[d]  riht  as  pes  philosofeis  write  113 

^at  heuen  is  swift  rounde  and  berneinge 
Biht  so  was  &ire  Cecile  ])e  white 

Ful  sweft  arid  besi  euer  in  good  workinge  Hi 

And  rounde  and  hole  in  goode  perseueringe 
And  bemede  euer  in  charite  liht 
Kowe  bane  .1.  declared  90W  what  sche  biht  119 

Sq^lioit  Prologoi    Inoipit  fabnla. 


(18) 

ris  maiden  biht  Cecile  as  hire-lif  selpe  120 

Was  comen  of  Romeyns  and  of  noble  kinde 
And  so  for|>e  fostred  yp  in  ])e  fei^e 
Of  Crist  and  bare  his  gospeH  in  hir  mynde       123' 
Sche  neuer  oesede  as  .1.  wreten  finde 
Of  hire  praier  and  god  to  loue  and  drede 
Besecbeinge  him  to  kepe  hire  Maidenhede  126 

(19) 
And  whan  pia  maiden  scholde  vnto  a  man  127 

Iwedded  be  y&i  was  ful  ^onge  of  Age  D^t  iss,  i»ck] 

Whiche  fai  ycleped  was  Waleriane 
And  fe  dale  was  commen  of  his  Manage  130 

Sche  fel  deuoute  and  homUe  in  hire  Corage 
Ynder  hire  robe  of  golde  )>at  satte  ful  faire 
And  next  hire  flesche  yclad  hire  in  an  haire  133 
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(20) 

IT  And  while  fe  oigen*  maden  melodie  134 

To  god  alone  fwi  in  heit  songe  ache 

O  lorde  my  soole  and  eke  my  bode  gie 

Yuwemed  lest  ])at  .L  confounded  be  137 

And  for  his  loae  pat  deied  vpon  a  tree 

Euery  secnnde  or  fe  ^red  daie  sche  &st 

Aie  biddi[n]ge  in  hir  orisons  ful  fast  140 

(21) 

If  The  nyht  came  and  to  bed  sche  most  gone  141 

Wi^  hire  hosbond  as  often  is  ^e  manere 

And  pn'uely  sche  seide  anone 

0  swete  and  wel  be-loued  spouse  dere  144 

)>er  is  a  counsel  and  ^e  wold  it  here 

Whiche  ^t  riht  feine  .L  wil  vnto  seine 

8o  yskt  je  me  assured  it  nou^t  to  be-wreine  147 

(22) 

If  Valerian  gan  fast  vn  to  hir  swere  148 

^t  for  no  caas  ne  ^inge  ])at  miht  be 

He  scholde  for  no])inge  neuero  be-wrien  hire 

And  ^ann  att  erst  vnto  him  J^us  seid  sche  151 

.1.  haue  an  Angel  whiche  ^t  loue|)  me 

^at  wij)  grete  loue  whe]>er  so  y  wake  or  slepe 

Is  rede  ay  my  bode  for  to  kepe  .    154 

(23) 

//  And  3if  pat  he  may  felen  oute  of  drede  155 

[That  ye  me  touche  or  love  in  yilonye  [HmL  tms,  Utifsr,  coL  s] 

He  ry^t  a-non)  wol  slee  you  witA  ^e  dede 

And  in  your  thought  ])us  schulle  ye  dye  158 

And  yf  ye  me  in  clennes  gy]     ^ 

He  wolde  jowe  loue  as  me  for  ^oure  clennesse 

And  schewen  ^owe  of  his  ioye  and  his  brihtnesse  161 
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(24) 

If  Valerian  correctid  as  god  wolde  162 

Ansewerd  ajeine  if  J.  sclial  truste  to  )>e 

Latt  me  ^t  Angel  see  and  him  be-holde 

And  if  ])at  it  a  verraie  Angel  be  165 

J^an  wil  .1.  done  as  )>ou  hast  preide  me 

And  if  J70U  lone  a  nofere  man  for  so]>e 

Biht  wip  ])is  sweide  .1.  wil  sle  jowe  bo])e  168 

(26) 

IT  Cecile  ansewerd  anone  in  fia  wis  169 

If  ])at  }owe  lust  )>at  Angel  schal  ^e  see 

So  ])at  ^e  trowe  on  criste  and  ^owe  baptize 

Qofe  ioTpe  to  via  apia  quod  sche  172 

That  frome  ])is  tonne  ne  stant  bot  miles  ])ree 

And  to  )>e  pouer  folkes  )>at  ]^ere  duelle  cie«^iM] 

Bei  hem  nht  Jjus  as  ])at  .1.  schal  ^owe  telle  175 

(26) 

IT  Tel  hem .  ^at  .1.  Cecile  30we  to  hem  sent  176 

To  schewen  ^owe  ^e  good  yrbane  fe  oolde 

For  secre  nedes  and  for  good  entent 

And  whan  ])at  je  seint  vrban  haue  be-holde  179 

Tel  him  fe  wordes  whiche  ])at  .1.  ^owe  tolde 

And  whan  )>at  he  ha])  purged  jowe  fro  sinne 

Than  schal  ^e  se  paX  angel  ar  je  twinne  182 

(27) 

IT  Valerian  is  to  pat  place  y-goon  183 

And  riht  as  him  was  tauht  be  his  lerenynge 
He  fonde  piB  holy  Vrban  anone 

Amonge  pe  seintes  buriels  lotiynge .  186 

And  he  anone  wijj-outen  tariynge 

Did  his  Message  and  whan  ])at  he  hadde  tolde 

Vrban  for  loye  gan  his  hondes  ypholde  189 
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(28) 

The  teres  from  his  yen  lete  he  fdi  190 

Almihii  god  o  ihera  Ciist  quod  he 

Sewero  of  Chaste  counseil .  and  herde  of  vs  att 

The  fruyte  of  ^ilke  seed  of  chastite  1 93 

)»at  y>\i  hast  sowe  in  Cecile  take  to  ^ 

Loo  jlike  abase  bee  wi^  oute  gile 

^  s^me^  aye  ^in  owen  ^ral  Cecile  196 

(29) 

%  For  )>ilke  spouse  J>at  sche  toke  bot  nowe  197 

Ful  like  a  fers  lyon  sche  sende^  here 

As  meeke  as  any  lombe  was  to  ^owe 

And  wi^  J>at  vorde  anone  ^r  gan  apeie  200 

And  old  man  clad  Tci^  white  clo^  clere 

And  had  a  booke  wi^  k^^res  of  gold  in  honde 

And  gan  befome  Yalezian  stonde  203 

(30) 

IT  Valerian  as  dede  fel  doune  for  drede  204 

When  he  him  saughe  and  him  vp  hent  )kx> 

And  on  his  booke  riht  ^us  he  gan  to  rede 

0  lorde  .o.  fei)>e  .o.  god  wi]>  owten  mo  207 

Of  Cristendome  and  fader  of  aH  also 

Aboue  att  and  ouer  al  euery  where 

^is  wordes  al  wi^  golde  wreten  were  210 

(31) 

IT  Whan  ^is  was  radde  ^an  seide  )>is  olde  man  211 

Leuest  ]h>u  ^Ib  ^inge  or  no  sey  je  or  naye 

.1.  leue  al  ^is  |)inge  1  [quod  yalerian)   [BmL  7m,  if  97,  Ur,  eoL  i] 

fFor  sother  thing]  ]>an  ^is  .1.  dare  wele  saye  214 

Vnder  )>e  henen  no  whiht  ne  |)enke  maye 

Tho  vanysched  fe  olde  man  he  nyste  wher 

An  pope  Vrbane  him  cristene  riht  pere  Omtiu,\mk] 
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(32) 

Yalerian  go)>e  home  and  sein  Cecile  218 

IT  Wi]>-mne  his  chamhor  he  sauhe  an  AuBgel  stande 
)>is  Aungel  hadde  of  Hoses  and  of  lyle 

Corons  tuo  whiche  he  bare  in  hande     ^.^ ^       221 

And  first  to  Cecile  as  .1.  yndersl 
He  ^af  ^at  one  and  after  gan  h( 
]^  tother  to  Yalerian  hire  makj 


(33) 

IT  Wif  body  clene  and  vnwewmed  |)ouht 

Kepe  ay  wcle  fiB  Corounes  quod  he 

Frome  paradise  to  jowe  haue  .1.  hem.  brouht 

Ne  neuer  more  schoH  fei  roten  be  228 

l^e  lese  her  swete  sauore  trusted  me 

Ne  neuer  whight  schal  seen  hem  vf'ip  his  ey^e 

£ot  he  be  chaste  and  hate  yelanye  231 

(34) 

IT  And  )K)a  walerian  for  ]h>u  sone  232 

Assentest  to  good  counsel  alsoo 

Sey  what  ]>e  lust  and  pon  schalt  haue  ^i  bone 

.L  haue  a  broJ>er  quod  valerian  |)Oo  235 

jMit  in  ^is  werd  .1.  loue  no  man  soo 

.1.  praie  ^owe  ^at  my  broker  maie  haue  grace 

To  knowe  ]>e  trou))e  as  .1.  do  in  l^is  place  238 

(35) 

IT  The  Angel  ansewarde  god  lyke]>  ^ouro  request  239 

And  bo^e  wi^  ])e  pame  of  Marterdome 

^  schol  com  ynto  ^e  blisful  feste 

And  wi)>  ]»t  worde  Tiburce  his  broj^er  come  242 

And  whan  ^at  he  sauoure  vnder  nome 

Wi|)  fai  pe  roses  and  ]>e  lyles  Caste 

Wi])  inne  lus  herte  he  gan  to  wonder  fast  245 
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(36) 

IT  And  seide  in  fia  time  .L  wonder  of  ]w  ^ere  246 

Whens  fia  saote  aauour  come^  so 

And  Roees  and  liljs  it  .L  smdi  here 

For  |)oulie  .1.  had  hem  in  myn  hondes  tuo  249 

The  sauoure  in  me  myht  no  depper  go 

The  swete  smel  it  in  myne  here  J.  finde 

Ha^  chaufiged  me  al  in  ano^  kinde  252 

(37) 

IT  Valerian  seide  tao  corounes  haue  we  253 

Snowe  white  and  rose  rede  )>at  schyne^  clere 

Whiche  ^at  ^ine  yen  haue  no  myht  to  se 

And  as  ^u  smeUest  hem  ]H>nihe  my  preiero  256 

So  schalt  ^ou  seen  leue  bro^  dere 

If  it  so  be  ^t  wolte  wi)»  oute  slon^ 

Beleue  a  riht  and  knowe  yenrei  trou^        cimtus]  259 

(38) 

Tibnroe  anawerd  saist  ^u  ^ns  to  me  260 

In  sojwnesse  or  in  dremes  herken  je  ^is 

In  dreme  quod  Valerian  han  we  bue 

Vnto  pis  time  myn  bro^r  ywisse  263 

Bot  nowe  att  erst  oure  trou^  dwellyngis 

How  woost  ym  quod  Tiburs  and  in  what  wise 

Quod  Valerian  ^at  .1.  schal  demse  266 

(39) 

IT  The  Anngel  of  god  ha)^  me  trewp  ytauht  267 

Whiche  )»at  )>ou  schalt  seen  if  )»t  fon  wolte  reneye 

]m  ydoles  and  be  clene  and  elles  nouht 

And  of  pe  miracles  of  pea  corounes  tueye  270 

Seint  Ambrose  in  his  pr^ace  lust  to  seie 

Solempnely  ^is  noble  doctor  dere 

Commendef  it  and  seif  in  )>is  manere  273 
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(40) 

IT  The  palme  of  marteidome  for  to  receyiie  274 

Sein  Cecile  fuMld  of  goddes  jift 

fe  werlde  and  eke  heie  ChAmbre .  gan  scbe  weyue 

Wittnesse  Tiburce  and  Cecilee  schrift  277 

To  wbicbe  god  of  his  bounte  wolde  schift 

Corounes  tuo  of  floores  vele  smellynge 

And  maade  ^e  Angel  hem  ^e  Corounes  brings  280 

(41) 

IT  The  maide  ha)>  brouhte  pes  men  to  blisse  a-boue        281 

The  werlde  ha)>  wiste  what  it  was  wor)>e  certeyne 

Deuocione  of  chastite  to  lone 

The  schewde  him  open  and  pleine  284 

]>at  al  ydoles  nys  but  ^inge  in  veine 

For  ^i  bu  domme  and  perto  fei  bue  def 

And  charged  him  his  ydoles  for  to  lef  287 

(42) 

IT  Who  ]»t  pis  troue^  nouht  a  beste  he  is  288 

Quod  po  Tyburce  if  pB.i  .1.  schal  nouht  lye 

Sche  gan  psm  kisse  his  breste  and  fat  herd  pla 

And  was  ful  glad  he  cou^e  trouthe  aspye  291 

^is  dale  .1.  take  ^e  for  myne  a-lye 

Seide  pia  blisful  maide  faire  and  dere 

For  affter  )>at  sche  seide  as  je  maye  here  294 

(43) 

IT  Lo .  Biht  so  as  ^e  lone  of  crist  quod  sche  295 

Maad  me  pi  hropen  wif  riht  in  ^at  wyse 

Anone  for  myne  Allye  here  take  .1.  ^e 

Sevens  ^t  pon  wolde  ]>in  ydoles  despise  298 

Go  wi|)  )>i  bro]^r  nowe  and  pQ  baptize 

And  maake  pe  clene  so  ^at  ))oa  maiste  beholde 

The.aungels  face  of  whiche  )>i  bro^i  tolde         pMf  isAt  iMcki 
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(44) 

Tibnice  anaewaide  and  seide  bio])er  dere  302 

IT  Fiist  tel  me  wheder  .1.  schal  and  to  vrhat  man 

To  whome  quod  he  come  for])e  wip  nht  good  chier 

.L  wiH  pe  leede  vn  to  ])e  pope  yrban  305 

To  yrban  bro^r  myne  valerian 

Qu(xi  ^0  Tibnrce  wil  ^u  me  ]>eder  lode 

Me  l^inke^  p&t  it  were  a  wonder  dede  308 

(45) 

IT  Eomenest  ]x>u  nonht  vrban  quod  he  po  309 

^t  is  80  of  dampned  to  be  dede 

And  wonne])  in  halkes  to  and  fro 

And  dare  nouhte  ones  put  forj^e  his  heede  312 

Men  wolde  him  beme  in  a  fire  so  rede 

If  J>at  he  were  foonde  and  men  miht  him  aspje 

And  we  also  pat  here  him  companye  315 

(46) 

IT.  And  whiles  we  seken  ^ilke  dioinitee  31^ 

^t  is  hidde  in  heueu  prtney 

Algate  y-brent  in  pia  werld  shol  we  be 

To  whome  Cecily  anseward  boldely  319 

Men  myht  drede  wele  and  skilftdly 

^is  lyf  to  lese  myne  owen  dere  broker 

If  ^is  were  leueyngc  ooly  and  none  opete  322 

(47) 

IT  Bot  pere  is  better  lif  in  opet  place  323 

^at  nener  schal  be  lost  ne  drede  ^e  nooht 

Wbiche  godes  sonns  ys  tolde  ))orwhe  his  grace 

[jpat  fadres  bod)  hathe  al  ))ing  wrou^t    [Hui.  Tsas,  on\fBi,eoi.  13 

An<J  aH  pat  wrovte '  is  w/t/t  a  skylfuH  ^oujt     D  ror  eorr^rMQ 

pe  gost  that  from)  the  fadir  gan  precede 

He  souled  him  wit^-onte  eny  drede  329 
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By  worde  &  by  myracle  by  goddes  son)      [HaiL  Tsas]      330 

When  he  was  in  this  worlde  declare<$  hei* 

fat  fer  was  oper  lyf  per  men  may  wene 

To  whom  aunswerdf  tybiirce  o  systur  dei*  333 

Ne  sedest  thow  lyght  now  in  pia  maner 

per  nas  but  O,  loixJ  god  in  sothefastnes 

And  now  of  thie  how  maist  Jwu  here  wytnes  336 

(49) 

pat  BchaiB  I  tel  quod  sche  or  I  goo]        [Hnl  TdUMtraatmU} 

Biht  as  a  man  hap  sapiens  pre 

Memorie  engyne .  ccrid  intellect  also 

Soo  moo  beynge  of  diuinite  340 

pre  persones  riht  wel  )>ere  male  bee 

IT  Tho  gan  sche  him  busily  pr^che 

Of  eristes  come  atid  of  his  peynes  teche  343; 

(50) 

And  mony  poyntes  of  his  passione  344 

How  goddes  soil  in  pia  werld  was  holde 

To  do  mankinde  pleine  remissione 

)>at  was  ybonde  in  sinne  and  cares  colde  347 

Al  piB  f  inge  sche  Ynto  tyburce  tolde 

IT  And  affter  piB  tiburce  in  good  entent 

To  pope  yrban  wi)>  valerian  he  went  350 

(61) 

Whiche  fonked  god  and  wi]>  glad  hert  and  liht  351 

He  Cristened  him  and  maade  him  in  ]>at  place 

Parfite  in  his  leueynge  goddes  knyht 

And  afitur  J^is  Tiburce  gat  suche  grace  354 

That  euery  daie  he  sawe  in  time  and  space  OemtiK] 

The  aungel  of  god  and  enerj  maner  bone 

fat  he  god  axed  it  was  sped  ful  sone  357 
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(52) 

IT  It  were  fid  haide  be  order  for  to  seyne  358 

Howe  inonj  wonderes  ihera  for  him  wronht 

Bot  att  ^  last  to  tel  schort  and  pleine 

The  seriant  of  ^  toune  of  Borne  hem  sonht  361 

And  hem  be-fome  Almache  ^  prouost  broiiht 

Whiche  hem  opposed  and  knewe  idl  her  entente 

And  to  fe  ymagB  o(  lubiter  he  hem  sente  364 

(63) 

IT  And  seid  who  so  wil  non^t  sacrifice  365 

Swappe  of  his  hede  pia  is  my  sentence  here 

Anone  )>es  marters  )»kt  .1.  ^owe  of  deuise 

On  MaximiuB  ^t  was  an  officere  366 

Of  ^  profectes  and  of  Comicalere 

Hem  hent  and  when  he  for^  ye  seintes  ladde 

Him  selfe  he  wope  for  pite  )>at  he  hadde  371 

(54) 

IT  And  whan  maximins  hadd  herd  fe  seintes  lore  372 

He  gatte  hem  of  pe  tormentours  leue 

And  hadde  hem  in  his  house  wi^  onte  more 

And  vriy  here  precheinge  ar  ^t  it  were  eue  375 

^i  gon  fro  fe  tormentouTiB  to  reue 

And  frome  maximius  and  frame  his  folke  ichone 

fe  fids  fei^  to  trowe  in  god  a-lone  379 

(66) 

IT  Cecele  Came  whan  it  was  waxen  njht  379 

Wi)»  prestos  )»t  hem  crestened  al  in  fere 

And  afterward  whan  daie  was  waxen  liht 

decile  hem  seide  wi^  a  sobre  chere  382 

Nowe  cristes  owen  knyhtes  leue  and  dere 

Cast  al  awaye  fe  werkes  of  derknesse 

And  arme^  ^owe  in  armure  of  lyhtnesse  385 
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IT  5e  haue  for  sothe  done  grete  Bataile  389 

And  hsLpe  ^  victorie  ^oure  fei^e  ^e  Lane  conformed 

Go  to  ]^  cionne  of  lif  ^t  nude  nouht  faile 

))e  rihtful  lugge  whiche  fai  30  baue  serued  389 

Wiii  biinge  jowe  to  his  blisse  pat  to  30V  h&f  reserued 

And  whan  Jds  )>inge  was  aeide  as  .L  devifle 

Men  led  hem  forj^e  to  done  ^e  saciifise  392 

(57) 

IT  Bot  whan  ^i  were  yn-to  pe  place  ybronht  393 

To  tell  schortly  )>e  concluBiotme 

Thei  nolde  encense  no  sacrifise  nht  nouht 

Bot  on  her  knees  ^ei  satten  hem  a  doune  396 

Wi^  humble  hert  and  sadde  deuocion  OM^iMbbi^l 

And  losten  bo^  her  hedes  in  pe  place 

Here  soules  went  to  )>e  kenge  of  grace  399 

(68) 

IT  This  Maxinius  ^at  sawe  ^is  )nnge  be-tide  400 

Wip  pitous  tales  tolde  it  a-none  nht 

pat  he  her  soules  sawhe  to  heuen  glide 

Wi^  algels  ful  of  clerenesse  and  of  liht  403 

And  vnp  his  worde  conuerted  mony  a  wyht 

For  whiche  almachius  dide  him  so  to-bete 

Wi^  whippe  of  leede  to  he  his  lif  gan  lete  406 

(69) 

Cedlie  him  toke  and  beried  him  anone  407 

Be  tiburce  and  valeriane  softly 

Wi^  inne  hire  heriynge  place  ynder  a  stone 

And  after  p\B  Almachius  hastely.  410 

Badde  his  Ministres  ffecchen  openly 

Cecile  so  sche  myht  in  his  presence 

Do  sacrifice  and  lubite  encense  413 
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(60) 

IT  Bot  1^  conuetted  ^orwhe  here  viae  lore  414 

Wepten  sore  and  ^af  credence 

Ynto  her  worde  and  cryden  more  and  more 

Criat  god  aofi  yrith  outen  difference  417 

la  verrey  god .  )>ia  ia  al  oure  aentence 

J>at  hape  ao  good  a  a^ruant  him  to  a^rue 

fvdi  wi^  o  voice  f  we  trowe  ^i  we  ateme  420 

(61) 

Almachiua  J>at  herd  tlpis  421 

Bad  fecche  Cecile  ^t  he  miht  hir  aee 

And  a]])er  ferat  lo  pia  waa  hia  askeinge 

What  manor  wotnman  ert  ^u  po  quod  he  424 

«L  am  gentifi  womman  home  quod  ache 

J.  ax  quod  he  ^uhe  it  ]>e  greue 

Of  Jd  religion  and  of  pi  he-leue  427 

(62) 

Whi  ^an  be-gan  ^oure  queatione  folilye  428 

quod  ache  J>at  woldeet  ^ou  anaewere  conclude 

In  0  demande  je  axed  lewdly 

Almachiua  anaeward  to  ^at  aimilitude  431 

[Of  whena  comthe  thin  Anawei'  ao  rude]    CHui  Tsai^  ifm,  bt} 

Of  whenae  quod  ache  when  ^at  ache  was  refreynede 

Of  condence  and  of  good  fei]>e  vnfeynede  434 

(63) 

Almachiua  aeide  takeat  ^u  none  hede  4SS 

Of  )nn  Anaewere  and  ache  him  anaewerd  )»ua 

3oure  myhte  quod  ache  litel  ia  to  drede 

For  eu^ry  mo[r]tel  maneaae  power  ne  ia  438 

Bot  y-lyke  a  bladder  ful  of  wynde  y-wia 

For  vrip  a  nedeles  point  whan  y&i  ia  bio  we  p«f  is?] 

Male  al  pQ  boat  of  it  be  leid  ful  lowe  441 
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(64) 

IT  Ful  wrongefully  began  J>ou  quod  he  ii2' 

And  3ut  in  wronge  is  J>i  p^rseuerance 

Woste  pou  nouht  howe  owre  mihti  prmces  fre 

Bene  pna  commanded  and  maken  ordinance  145 

)>at  euery  ciisten  whight  schap]  haue  penance 

Bot  if  l^at  be  bis  cristendome  vnp  seie  1 

And  gone  al  quyte  if  be  wil  it  renaye  44$. 

(65) 

IT  Joure  Princes  erren  as  ^oure  noblen  do])e  449  > 

Quod  fo  Cecile  and  a  woode  sentence 

^e  maake  us  gilti  and  it  is  noxibt  Bo)>e 

Fore  pst  knowen  wele  oure  Innocence  452. 

For  as  mucbe  as  we  done  a  reuerence 

To  criste.f  anJ  for  we  bere  a  cristen  name 

je  put  on  Ys  a  crime  and  eke  a  blame  455* 

(66) 

IT  Bot  we  ^at  knowen  ]>elk  name  so  *  45Q 

For  vertuous  we  maie  it  nou3t  seie 

Almacbie  seide  cbese  one  of  ])e8  tuo 

Do  sacrifice  or  cristendom  reneye  459. 

^at  |)ou  mowe  skapen  be  pat  weie 

Att  wbicbe  .(e  boly  blisfol  maide 

Gan  for  to  laube  and  to  pe  luge  scbe  saide  462 

(67) 

IT  0  luge  confuse  in  pi  nycete  463 

Wilt  pou  pat  .1.  reney  Innocence 

To  maken  me  a  wikked  wybt  quod  scbe 

Lo  be  dissimulep  bere  in  audience  466 

He  starep  and  wodep  in  bis  aduertence 

To  wbome  Almacbius  seide  o  vncely  wreccbe 

Ne  wost  pou  not  boue  fer  my  mibt  mai  streche  469 
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(68) 

%  Ha^  nouht  ooie  mjhte  pnnce  to  me  y^ouen  '  470 

je  boihe  power  and  auctorite 

To  make  fblke  to  deyjen  or  to  kuen . 

Whi  spekest  fon  so  prondelj  )»an  to  me  473 

•L  Bpeke  it  oon^t  bot  stedfiutly  quod  ache 

Kouht  proudly  for  .L  aaie  as  for  my  side 

X  liate  dedely  ^ilke  vice  of  pnde  476 

(69) 

%  And  jif  pon  drede  nouht  a  sojw  to  here  477 

^an  wil  .L  schewen  al  openly  be  riht 

^t  ^u  hast  maade  a  ful  grete  leseinge  here 

^u  seist  J^i  pnnces  haue  jeue  fe  myht  480 

Bothe  to  slene  and  for  to  whikke  a  wiht 

Thou  yat  ne  maist  bot  onely  lif  here  be-reue       lymttsi,  i«dij 

Thou  na  haste  ^erio  neipei  pouer  ne  leue  48S 

(70) 

Bot  ^u  maist  seie  fi  Prtnces  han  ^  maked  484 

Ministre  of  de^e  f  for  if  ^u  speke  of  mo 

^u  liest  for  J^i  pouer  is  ful  naked 

Do  iraie  pi  boldenes  seide  Almachius  ^  487 

Or  sacrifice  to  oure  goddes  or  tuo 

.1.  reche  nouht  what  wronge  )»at  )>ou  me  profer 

For  .1.  can  suffice  it  as  a  philoeofer  490 

(71) 

Bot  l^ilke  wronges  maie  .1.  not  endure  491 

^at  pou  spekest  of  owre  goddes  here  quod  he 

Cecile  ansewerd  .o.  nice  creature 

^ou  seidest  no  word  8e]wns  pon  spak  to  me  494 

^at  .L  ne  knewe  pere  wi^  )>i  nicete 

And  ])at  J^ou  were  in  euery  maner  wise 

A  lewde  Officer  and  a  veine  lustise  497 

LAK8D0WNB  394  (6-T.  644) 


siz-TisxT  545 
QBoup  0.  §  1.  BBOOND  nun'b  talb.  LftBidowne  MS. 

(72) 

feie  lakke])  no  )>inge  to  pine  vtter  y^en  498 

^at  ^ou  nart  blinde  for  ^inge  ^at  wee  seen  aH 

^at  is  a  stone  ^at  men  wele  male  aspyen 

^at  ilke  stone  a  god  fou  wol  it  cali  501 

.L  rede  pe  latt  ))ine  honde  ypon  hit  faH 

And  tast  it  wele  a  stone  ]>ou  schalt  it  finde 

Sens  pat  pon  sixt  it  not  wi^  pme  y^en  blinde  504 

(73) 

It  is  a  schame  pa,t  ^e  peple  schal  505 

Schal  scoren  )>e  and  laohe  att  pi  folye 

For  communly  wemmen  wote  it  wele  oners  al 

])at  myhte  goddes  is  in  his  heuenes  hihe  508 

And  pea  ymages  wele  )>an  maistowe  aspie 

To  ^e  ne  to  hem  self  ne  ipaie  ^ei  profit 

For  in  hire  effecte  ]>ei  hue  nouht  wor^  a  myte  511 

(74) 

pua  and  suche  o^re  wordes  seide  sche  512 

And  he  wex  wro^e  and  badde  sche  scholde  be  ledde 

Home  to  hire  hous  and  in  hir  hous  quod  he 

Bime  hire  riht  in  a  fire  wi))  flammes  rede  515 

And  as  he  bad  riht  so  was  done  pe  dede 

And  in  a  bathe  ^ei  gan  hir  fast  schetten 

And  nyht  and  daie  grete  fire  ynder  ^ei  maden  518 

(75) 

Al  pe  longe  niht  and  pe  daie  also  519 

For  al  J^e  fire  and  eke  pe  ba^es  hete 

Sche  satt  al  colde  and  felt  of  it  no  wo 

Ke  maade  hire  noujt  a  drope  for  to  swete  523 

Bot  in  pa,i  ba])e  hir  lif  sche  moste  lete . 

For  he  Almachius  wi^  ful  wekked  entent  n«^i5e] 

To  sleene  hir  in  pe  hafe  his  sonde  sent  525 
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(76) 
^ree  strokes  in  ye  nekke  lie  smote,  hir  fo  526 

The  tonnentottr  bot  for  no  manor  cliannce 
He  myhte  nouhte  smjte  al  here  nek  j  tao 
And  for  fere  was  ^t  time  an  ordinance  529 

That  no  man  schold  do  to  man  suche  penance 
The  fer^  stroke  to  smjten  soft  or  sore 
^is  tormentour  ne  dorste  no  more  5o'l 

•  * 

(77) 
Bot  half  dede  wi^  hire  nek  y-comen  fere  533 

He  left  hire  1  je  atki  in  his  veie  he  wente 
The  cristen  folke  whiche  abowten  hire  were 
Wi^  schetes  home  ful  feire  here  hente  53S 

yree  daies  leued  scfae  in  pis  torment 
And  nener  cesed  hem  fe  fei^  to  teche 
^t  sche  had  fostred  hame  sche  ggn  to  pneche  539 

(78) 
And  hem  sche  jane  here  mehles  and  her  |»inge  540 

And  to  }e  Pope  vrban  be-toke  hem  ^o 
And  seide  ^os  axed  pia  of  heuen  kinge 
To  haue  respite  ^rei  daies  and  no  mo  543 

To  reoommande  to  jowe  er  ^t  .1.  go 
pes  sowles  loo  and  pei  .1.  miht  do  wirche 
Here  of  myne  house  perpetuellj  a  cherche  546 

(79) 
8eint  yrban  wi)»  his  dekenes  prtuelje  547 

The  lady  fette  and  beried  it  be  nyht 
Amonge  his  opere  seintes  honestly 

Here  house  pe  cherche  of  seinte  cecely  hiht  550 

Seinte  yrban  halowed  it  as  he  wel  myht 
In  pe  whiche  in  to  ^is  daie  in  noble  wise 
Men  done  to  criste  and  to  his  seintes  semise «  553 


Szplieit  vita  uanete 
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Whan  ended  was  )>e  lif  of  seint  Cecile 
Er  we  had  reden  fuUi .  fiue  myle 
Att  bouhton  yndei  ^e  ble  vs  gan  a  take 
A  man  ^t  closed  was  in  clones  blake  <557 

And  ynder  )>at  he  hadde  a  white  suiplis 
His  Hakenay  fat  was  al  pomel  gris 
So  swete  ^at  it  wonder  was  to  see 

It  semed  he  had  priked  myles  fn  561 

fe  hors  eke  )>at  ^oman  rode  vpone 
So  swet  y&t  Yonep  myht  he  gone 
Abone  J^e  paitrel  sVnle  ^e  fome  fill  hyje 
He  was  of  fome  al  flekked  as  a  pye         OMfu^  teek]      565 
A  male  tweyfold  on  his  cropur  leye 
It  semed  ^at  he  Cazide  litel  araye 
Al  liht  for  somere  rode  ^is  wor^  man 
And  in  myn  herte  wonder  .1.  be-gan  569 

What  ]»at  he  was  til  ^t  .1.  vnder-stode 
Howe  )>at  his  cloke  was  sewed  to  his  hode 
For  whiche  when  .L  longe  had  auysed  me 
.L  demed  him  sum  chanon  for  to  be  573 

His  hatte  honge  doune  be-hinde  his  be  a  laoe 
For  he  had  ridde  more  ^an  a  trote  or  a  pace 
It  hadde  ay  pnked  lyke  as  he  ware  wode 
A  clote  lef  he  had  vnder  his  hode  577 

For  suote  and  for  to  kepe  his  bed  from  hete 
Bot  it  was  loy  for  to  seen  him  swete 
His  fored  dropped  as  a  stillatorie 
Where  ful  of  pleintein  and  of  p«ritorie  581 
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And  wLan  he  come  he  gan  to  crye  582 

God  saue  quod  he  pia  lolie  companye 
Fast  haae  .1.  priked  quod  he  for  jouie  sake 
Becaoflo  J^at  .1.  wold  ^owe  ouer  take  585 

To  riden  in  fiB  meij  companye 
His  3oman  eke  was  ful  of  curtasie 
And  sixes  nowe  in  morwe  tide 

Oute  of  )oaie  Ostleiy  .1.  sawe  ^owe  ride  589 

And  warned  here  my  lorde  and  my  sou^reine 
Whiche  ^at  to  ride  wi^  ^owe  is  ful  feyne 
For  his  disporde  he  loue^  daliance 

Frende  for  fi  wameyinge  god  ^eue  ])e  good  chaunce      593 
Seide  oure  oste  series  it  wolde  seme 
Thi  lorde  were  wise  and  so  .1.  maie  wele  deme 
He  is  fdl  locnnde  also  dar  .1.  hue 

Gan  he  ouht  tett  a  mery  tale  or  tueye  597 

Wi^  whiche  he  glade  maie  ^is  companye 
•  Who  sire  my  lord  je  je  wij)  oute  lye 
He  kan  of  mer]>e  and  eke  of  lolyte 
Kot  hot  .L-nowhe  also  stV  tresteji  me  601 

And  )e  him  knewe  as  wel  as  do  .1. 
je  wold  wonder  howe  wele  and  ^reftely 
He  cou]^  werke  and  ^at  in  sundre  wise 
He  ha^  tak  on  him  mony  sundre  aprise  605 

Whiche  were  ful  harde  for  any  ^t  is  here 
To  hringe  ahoute .  hot  ^i  of  him  it  lere  [tour  iw] 

As  homely  as  he  ride^  amonges  ^owe 
If  je  him  knewe .  it  wolde  be  ^oure  prowe  609 

je  nolde  nouht  forgone  his  aqueyntance 
For  mochel  good  .1.  dare  leie  in  a  balance 
Al  J>at  .1.  haue  in  myne  ^prvossione     [}  r>br  pM«o»ioM] 
He  is  a  man  of  hihe  discrecione  613 

.1.  wame  )owe  wele  he  is  a  passinge  man 
Wele  quod  oure  oste  .1.  pray  fe  tel  me  yen 
Is  he  clerk  or  none  tel  what  he  is 
Kay  he  is  gretter  ^an  a  clerke  ywis  617 
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Seide  joman  and  in  wordea  fewe  618 

Osto  and  of  his  ciaft  sum  what  .L  wil  ^owe  schewe 

.1.  sei  my  loide  can  suche  a  sutelte 

Bot  al  his  craft  30  maie  nonht  wite  att  me  621 

And  som  what  help  .1.  ^it  to  his  worcheinge 

^at  al  pis  giounde  whiche  ^at  we  bien  on  rideinge 

Til  p&t  we  come  to  Canturbury  toune . 

He  cou])e  al  clene  tome  yp  so^  doune        i^^ua—}         626 

And  paue  it  al  of  siluer  and  of  golde 

And  whan  pia  joman  hadde  pua  ytolde 

Ynto  ouie  hoste  he  seide  benedicite 

])is  ^inge  is  wonder  menielous  to  me  629 

Se])ens  ])at  fi  lorde  of  so  hihe  prudence 

Be  cause  of  whiche  men  scholde  hem  reuerence 

))at  of  his  worschipe  reche])  he  so  lite 

His  ouere  slope  is  not  wor])e  a  myte  633 

As  in  efiecte  to  him  so  mot  .1.  go 

It  is  al  bawde  and  to-tore  also 

Whi  is  ])i  lorde  so  slottesche  .1.  pe  preie 

And  his  of  pouer  better  clones  to  beie  637 

If  ^at  his  dede  accorde  wip  ])i  speche 

Tel  me  ^at .  and  psi  .1.  ])e  beseche 

Whie  quod  fia  ^oman  wherto  ax  )e  me 

God  helpe  me  so  for  he  schal  neuer  ^e  641 

Bot  .L  wil  nouht  avowe  ^at  .L  seie 

And  pere  for  kepe  it  secre  .1.  )owe  preie 

He  is  to  wise  in  ieipe  as  .1.  beleue 

J^t  ^t  is  ouere  done  it  wil  nouht  preue  645 

And  liht  as  clerkes  seine  it  is  a  vice 

Where-fore  in  ^at  .1.  holde  him  lewde  and  nyce 

For  whan  a  man  ha^  oudre  grete  a  witte 

Ful  oft  it  hapne^  to  mis  vsen  it  peaf  100,  Uek]        649 

80  do^e  my  lorde  and  p&t  me  greue^  sore 

God  it  amend  .1.  can  seie  nowe  no  more 

Thare-of  no  force  good  joman  quod  oure  Oste 

SeJ^ns  his  connynge  of  ^  lorde  ^ou  woste  60S 
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Tel .  howe  ha  do^e  .1.  praie  fe  liertelje  654 

Se^n  yai  he  is  so  cnkftde  and  so  slye 

Wlieie  dwellen  je  it  to  tel  be 

In  ^e  subbarbes  of  a  toune  quod  he  *  35  7 

Luikeinge  in  Himes  and  in  lanes  blinde 

Where  J^es  robbers  and  penes  be  kinde 

Holden  her  pnue  fereful  residence 

As  ^i  pat  dare  nouht  schewe  her  presence  661 

So  fare  we  if  .1.  schal  sey  ]^e  so]>e 

jit  quod  oure  Oste  lat  me  talke  to  pe 

Whie  ert  pou  discoloure  in  pi  face 

Peter  quod  he  god  ^if  barde  grace  665 

I  am  so  vsed  in  pe  fire  to  blow 

That  it  ha^e  chaunged  my  colour  as  .1.  trowe 

.1.  am  nouht  wont  in  no  myrrour  to  pWe 

Bot  swynke  sore  and  leren  to  multiplie  669 

We  blondern  euer  and  pouren  in  ^e  fire 

And  for  al  pab  we  failen  of  oure  desire 

For  euere  we  lakken  oure  conclusione 

To  muche  folke  we  bene  bot  illusione  673 

And  borwe  golde  be  it  a  pounde  or  tuo 

Or  ten.  or  .x^.  or  mony  summes  mo 

And  make  hem  wene  att  pe  leste  weie 

^t  of  0  pou[n]do  we  cou])e  maake  tweie  677 

jit  is  it  fals  and  aye  we  haue  good  hope 

It  forto  done  and  after  it  we  grope 

Bot  ^at  science  is  so  fer  vs  be-fome 

We  mowe  nouhte  al-]»ouhe  we  had  it  suome  681 

It  ouertake .  it  slide  a-waie  so  faste 

It  wil  vs  make  beggers  att  pe  last 

Whiles  )>i3  joman  was  pua  in  ])is  talkeinge 

This  Chanon  drouhe  him  nere  and  herd  al  ^inge  685 

Whiche  ])at  pis  joman  spak  for  suspecione 

Of  men  speche  euer  had  ^is  chanone 

For  Caton  Beipe  he  ])at  giltif  is 

thiaep  al  ^inge  be  spoke  of  him  ywys  689 
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Because  of  ^at  he  gan  so  nyhe  to  drawe  690 

His  3oman  ^at  he  herd  al  bis  sawe  D««f  i«03 

And  )>us  he  seide  vnto  his  30iiian  ^o 

Holde  pow  ])i  pees  ami  speke  wordes  no  mo  693 

For  if  ]>ou  do  pon  schalt  it  deie  abye 

Tho  sklanderst  me  here  in  ^is  compaignye 

And  eke  diskeuerest  ^at  pou  scholdest  hide 

je  qiiod  onre  Oste  tel  one  what  so  be-tide  697 

Of  al  ^is  ])reteinge  reche  pe  nouht  a  myte 

In  ieipe  quod  he  no  more  .1.  do  bot  a  lite 

And  whan  ]>is  Chanone  sawe  it  wolde  nouht  be 

Bot  his  joman  wolde  tel  his  p7*tuete  701 

He  fledde  awaie  for  verrei  sorwe  and  schame 

A  quod  piB  joman  here  schal  arise  game 

Al  )>at  .1.  can  anone  wil  .1.  tell 

8e])en  he  is  gone  ]>e  foule  fende  him  quett  705 

.For  neuer  here  after  wil  .1.  wi]>  him  mete 

For  penye  ne  for  pounde  .1.  be-hete 

He  ])at  me  brouht  first  vnto  pat  game 

£r  ])at  he  deie  sorwe  haue  he  and  schame  709 

For  it  emest  to  me  be  my  fei])e 

^at  fele  .1.  wele  what  so  any  man  sei])e 

And  ^itte  for  al  my  smert  and  al  my  greue 

For  al  my  sorwe  laboure  a72c2  mescheue  713 

.1.  covLpe  neuere  leue  it  in  no  wise 

No  wolde  god  my  witte  myht  suffise 

To  tellen  al  ^at  longej)  for  pat  arte 

Bot  na])eles  jit  wil  .1.  tel  jowe  parte  7L7 

Se])en  my  lorde  is  gone  .1.  wil  not  spare 

8uche  ])inge  as  .1.  knowe  .1.  wil  declare 

Explicit  prologpu 
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[THE  PREAMSLK] 

iBsipit  &bitl» .  :<-  "^  m 

IT  Tylhe  \n&  cluuion  dwelled  haue  .L  seoea  jere 
I       And  of  hiB  Bcience  am  .1.  neuer  J-a  nere  721 

fl       .U  )nt  .L  had  .1.  haue  .I.-lost  (en  bj 
I      ^Vnd  god  wote  ao  ha^  mony  no  ^an  .L 
II      I'her  .L  was  wont  to  be  riht  frUscbe  and  gay 
I      Of  clo^inge  ontZ  of  good  airaie  725 

Kowe  may  .1.  were  au  hose  vpon  myn  hede 
And  when  my  coloure  waa  bo^  &eclie  emd  rede 
Now  it  ia  wan  and  of  a  lewde  hewe 

Who  80  it  Tsep  sore  8c[h]aH  ho  Kiwe  729 

And  of  my  awynke  jit  blered  is  myne  eyje 
IiO  whiche  avantage  is  for  to  moltepUje . 
)iat  alideinge  science  hap  me  maade  so  baia  [■••/ in,i]Hhj 

))at  .L  haue  no  goode  where  (at  euete  y  fan  733 

And  jite  -L  am  endited  &  endetted  ao  par  bye 
Of  golde  ]»t  .L  haoe  borwed  tiewlye 
jiat  while  .L  leue  .L  achal  it  qnite  neuer 
pat  eueiy  man  be  war  be  me  for  euer  737 

What  manure  man  pat  castep  him  per  to 
If  he  continue  .1.  holde  hia  pieft  ydo 
For  BO  helpe  me  god  par  by  schol  he  nooht  wynne 
Bot  empte  his  puree  and  make  hia  wittee  pinne  741 

And  whan  he  poruhe  his  niadnea  and  foly 
Hap  loet  his  oweu  goode  ponil  lopardy 
pan  he  excitep  oper  men  perto 

To  lese  here  gode  as  hem  self  hap  do  746 

For  ^nto  schrewes  loye  it  is  aa[d]  eee 
To  haue  her  felowe  in  peine  cmd  diaeae . 
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Thus  was  .1.  lemed  ones  of  a  clerk 

Of  pat  no  charge  .1.  wU  speke  of  op&t  werke  749 

Whan  we  bene  ^are  as  we  schal  exercise 

Oure  olujssche  craft  we  seme  wonder  wise 

Oure  termes  buen  so  cleTgial  and  so  wheinte 

.1.  blowe  ])e  fire  til  )>at  myne  hert  feinte  753 

What  schold  .1.  tel  of  suche  proporcion 

Of  ]>inges  whiche  )>at  we  worche  yppon 

As  .on.  v.  or  .vj.  vnce  it  maie  wel  be 

Of  siluer  or  of  sum  o])e[r]  quantite  75 T 

And  bise  me  to  tel  30we  fe  names 

Of  orpement  bemt  bones  yren  swames 

))an  in  to  pouder  grounde  bue  M  smal 

And  in  an  er^en  potte  houe  )>at  potte  is  al  761 

And  salt  put  inne  and  also  papeie 

Be  for  ^es  ponders  ^t  .1.  speke  of  here 

And  wele  ycouerd  wif  a  lampe  of  glas 

And  of  muche  o}ere  ])inge  what  )»at  pert  was  765 

And  of  ])e  potte  and  glas  engluteinge 

That  of  ^e  eyere  myht  passe  no  ping 

And  of  the  esye  and  smarts  alsoo 

Whiche  ^at  was  maad  and  of  pe  care  and  woo  769 

^at  we  hadde  in  oure  matiers  sublimeinge 

And  amalgamynge  and  calcenynge 

Of  whike  siluere  y-cleped  Marcurie  crude 

For  all  oure  sleytes  we  can  nouht  conclude  773 

Oure  orpement  and  sublimed  Mercuric  PmJ  lai] 

Oure  grounde  litage  eke  on  pe  perorforie 

Of  yche  of  pea  vnces  a  certeine 

Nou^t  helpej>  vs  oure  laboure  ia  in  yeine  777 

Ne  eke  owre  spi  rites  ascencion 

Ne  eke  oure  matiers  J^at  lien  al  fix  adoune 

Mowe  in  oure  werkeinge  no)>inge  vs  aveile 

For  lost  is  al  oure  laboure  and  traueile  781 

And  al  pe  cost  in  .xx.  deuel  waie 

Is  loste  also  whiche  we  on  it  leie 
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^re  is  also  mouj  vaofere  ^inge 

^t  is  to  ouie  crafte  or  perteineinge  785 

^ouhe  .L  be  order  hem  here  ne  reherse  can 

Because  yaX  .1.  am  a  lewde  man 

)it  wil  .L  tel  hem  al  fei  come  to  mjnde 

^ohe  .1.  ne  kan  sette  hem  in  her  kinde  789 

Ab  bole  armonyac  verte  grece  and  borace 

And  snndere  vessels  maade  of  er^  and  glaase 

Oore  Orinales  and  ooie  descensories 

Viols  cresletes  and  sublimatoriee  79d 

Cocnrbites^  and  alembekes  eke  0  pjorcorarutn] 

And  o^r  sache  dere  y-nowhe  a  leka 

Note  nede^  it  to  reherse  hem  al 

Waters  rubefiinge  and  boles  gdft  797 

Aicenjk  sal  armouyak  and  bromstone 

And  herbes  cou^  »L  tel  eke  many  one 

As  egremoyne  valeriane  and  lonarie 

And  oy&c  suche  if  ^t  me  luste  to  tarye  801 

Ouie  lampes  berneinge  bo^  nyht  and  dale 

To  bringen  aboute  oure  craft  it  yai  we  male 

Oore  fomeys  eke  of  Calcinacione 

And  of  waters  albificacione  805 

Ynslekked  lyme  chalke  and  gleire  and  of  an  aye 

Ponders  dioeres  asshes  donge  pisse  and  cleie 

Cezide  poketes  Sal  peter  and  vitriol 

And  diners  fires  maad  of  wode  and  cole  809 

Sal  tarter  Alkaly  and  sal  preparate 

And  combust  matiers  and  coagulate 

Cleye  made  wi])  hors  here  and  oyle 

Of  tartre  Alumglasse  berme  worte  and  Argoile  813 

Besalgar  and  o^  matiers  enbybeynge 

And  eke  of  o^er  maters  encorperinge 

And  of  siluer  citrinacione  ciMnti,bMk3 

Oure  cementinge  and  fermentacione  817 

Oure  Ingotes  testes  and  mony  mo 

r 

.1.  wil  30we  tell  as  was  me  tauht  also 
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The .  foTire  spirites  and  ^e  'bodis  seuen 

Be  Older  of  ofie  as  .1.  herd  my  lorde  neuen  821 

^e .  first  spirit  whiksilaer  cald  is 

J^.secunde  Orpement  J>e  J)red  .I.-wis 

Sal  armoniao .  and  ])e  fourt  bromstone 

The  bodis  .v\j.  eke  lo  hem  here  anone  825 

Sol .  gold .  is .  and  lima .  siluer  we  |)repe 

Mars .  yren .  Mercuro .  whikseluer  we  clepe 

Satumus  lede .  and  lubiter  is  tynne 

And  Venus  coper  be  my  fader  kinne  82d 

])is  cursed  craft  who  so  wil  exercise 

He  schal  no  goode  hane  |)at  maie  him  suffise 

For  al  ^e  good  he  spende^  )>ere  aboute 

He  lese  schal  )^r-of  haue  .1.  no  doute  833 

Who  so  ^t  lust  to  outen  his  folic 

Lat  him  com  for])e  and  leren  to  multeplie 

Ande  euery  man  )>at  ouht  in  his  cofre 

Lete  him  appere  and  wax  a  philosophre  837 

Ascanse  ])at  craft  is  so  liht  for  to  lere 

Nay  nay  god  it  wote  al  be  he  monke  or  frere 

Freste  or  chanone  or  any  oJ>er  wyht 

pouhe  he  sitte  att  his  boke  bo])e  dale  and  nyht  841 

In  lemeynge  of  piB  elvisshe  nice  lore 

Al  is  in  veine  and  parde  muche  more 

Is  to  leme  a  lewd  man  pe  sotelte 

For  fye  speke  nouht  pereof  for  it  wil  nouht  be  845 

Al  cou^e  he  letterure  or  cou)>e  he  none 

As  in  effect  he  schal  finde  it  al  one 

For  bo|^  tuo  be  my  saluacione 

Concluden  in  multiplicacione  849 

I-lyche  wele  whan  pei  haul  al  y-do 

])is  is  to  seine  pe  feile  bo)>e  tuo 

jit  for  p&t  .L  to  muche  rehersaiH 

Of  waters  Corosif  and  of  lymayle  853 

And  of  bodis  moUificacidne 

And  also  of  here  induracione 
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Oyles  ablocione  and  metale  fiuible  • 

To  tellen  al  wald  passen  any  bible .  857 

That  oubwhere  is  wbeTe-for  as  for  ^  best  n^f  ]«] 

Of  all  Jds  names  now  will  .1.  me  rest 

For  as  .L  trone  .L  baue  ^owe  tolde  ynowbe 

To  Reysen  a  fende  loke  be  never  so  loohe  861 

A  nay  lat  be  ^  pbilosopbre  stone 

Elixir  deped  we  secben  fast  ycbon 

For  bad  we  bim  ^an  were  we  seker  ynowbe 

Bot  vnto  god  of  beaen  .1.  maak  a  vowe  865 

For  al  oure  craft  wban  we  bane  al  y-do 

And  al  oure  sleibt  be  wil  noubt  com  ys  to 

He  ba])e  ys  made  spend  mncbe  good 

For  sorwe  of  wbicbe  al-moste  we  wexen  wode  869 

Bot  ])at  goode  bope  crepe^  in  onre  berte 

Supposeinge  ener  ^onbe  we  sore  smert 

To  be  releued  be  bim  afterwarde 

Snppoeinge  and  bope  is  scbarpe  and  barde  873 

.1.  wame  jowe  wele  it  is  to  seken  ener 

^at  fdtur  temps  ba])  maad  men  deseuer 

In  trost  )>er-of  from  al  ^at  eaer  ^  badd/; 

3it  of  ^t  art  ^i  con^  noubt  wex  sadde  877 

For  vn  to  bem  it  is  a  bitter  swete 

So  seme^  it  fome  bad  ^ei  bot  a  sbete 

Wbicbe  ^ei  mibt  wrappe  in  a  nybt 

And  Abak  to  walken  inne  be  daie  libt  881 

Thei  wold  bem  sellen  and  spenden  on  \\&  craft 

Tbei  can  noubt  stint  til  no])inge  be  laft 

And  euer  more  wbere  ^at  euer  ]^i  gone 

Men  maye  bem  knowe  be  smelt  of  bromstone  885 

For  al  ^e  worlde  ^i  stinken  as  a  gote 

Hire  sauoure  is  so  rammyssbe  and  so  bote 

Tbat  ^oube  a  man  from  bem  a  mile  be 

Tbe  sauour  wil  infecte  trusted  me  889 

Lo  ^us  be  smellinge  and  be  ^rede  bare  arraie 

If  ])at  men  lust  J^is  folke  ]>ei  knowe  maie 
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And  if  a  man  wil  ax  him  pnuely 

Whi  ^i  bue  clo]»ed  so  vntlmfiely .  893 

Biht  anone  ^i  wil  roane  in  his  ere 

And  seie  if  ^ei  espied  were 

Men  wold  hem  fle  be  caose  of  hire  science 

Lo  ])us  folke  be-trayen  Innocence  897 

Passe  oner  ])is  .1.  go  my  tale  yntoo 

Er  ^t  ^e  poie  be  on  ^  lire  ydoo 

Of  Metaile  wi^  a  certeine  quantite  nMifitf,t»ek] 

Mi  lorde  hem  tempre])  and  no  man  bot  he  901 

Kowe  he  is  gone  .1.  daie  sei  boldely 

Eor  as  men  seine  he  can  do  craf  tely . 

Algate  .1.  wote  wele  he  ha,pe  suche  a  name 

And  ^itte  ful  ofte  he  rennej>  in  ye  blame  905 

And  witte  ^e  howe  ful  oft  it  hapne])  so 

^e  potte  to-breke^  and  faie  wele  al  is  goo 

^es  metals  been  of  so  grete  violence 

Owie  walles  maie  nouht  make  hem  resistence  909 

Sott  if  pei  wTowht  of  lime  and  stone 

pel  percen  so  and  ^orohe  pe  wal  pei  gone 

And  sum  of  hem  sinken  in  to  }>e  grounde 

^us  haue  we  lost  be  times  mony  a  po[u]nd  913 

And  somme  erne  scaterd  al  pe  flore  aboute 

Somme  lepen  in  to  ]»e  roof  wi])])e-outen  doute 

]K)uhe  pat  pe  fende  note  in  oore  siht  he^n  schewe 

•L  trow  ^t  he  wi^  vs  be  ^at  schrewe  917 

In  heH  where^at  his  lorde  and  sire 

Ne  is  pere  no  more  woo  ne  angor  ne  Ire 

Whan  ])at  owre  potte  is  broke  as  .1.  haue  seide 

Eaary  man  Chitte  and  halt  him  yuel  apaide  921 

Som  seide  it  was  longe  on  pe  fire  makeinge 

Somme  seide  nay .  it  was  longe  on  pe  bloweynge 

Than  was  .1.  ferde  for  ])at  was  myne  office 

Strawe  quod  pe  ])redde  je  be  lewde  and  nyee  925 

It  was  nouht  tempred  as  it  ouhte  to  be 

Kay  quod  (e  fer^  stinte  ajid  herken  me 
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Be  caufle  oue  fire  was  nouht  maade  of  beche 

jMit  is  ]^  cause  none  o)>er  so  ^eecke  929 

•L  can  not  teH  where  on  it  is  Srlonge 

Bot  wele  .1.  wote  grete  strife  is  ys  amonge 

What  quod  my  lord  ]wre  is  no  more  to  done 

Of  fea  pmles  .1.  wil  be  ware  eft  sone  933 

.1.  am  riht  seker  yai  pe  pott  was  erased 

Be  as  be  maye  be  je  no  ^inge  amasnd 

As  Tsage  is  late  swepe  fe  fiore  as  swy^ 

Fluke  vpe  ^oure  herte  and  be  je  gladde  (uid  bli])e         937 

The  mollok  on  an  hepe  yswepped  was 

And  on  pe  flore  cast  a  canvas 

'  And  al  ^is  mollok  in  a  sif  y])rowe 

And  ysiftide  and  yplucked  mony  a  ^rowe  941 

I  Farde  quod,  one  summe  what  of  oure  metale 

jitt  is  ])ere  here  ^uhe  we  haue  nouht  al  D«iria2 

And  ^uhe  ^is  ^inge  mishapped  ha])e  as  nowe 

Ano^r  time  it  maie  be  wele  ynowhe  945 

Ys  most  putte  oure  goode  in  aduenture 

A  marchant  parde  maie  nouht  aie  endure 

Tristne^  me  wele  in  his  prosperite 

I  8om  time  is  goode  is  drowned  in  ^  see  949 

And  sum  time  it  comme^  sauf  vnto  ^e  londe 
Fes  quod  my  lorde  pe  next  time  .1.  wil  fonde 
To  bringe  oure  crafte  al  in  ano^ere  plite 
And  bote  .1.  do  sires  latt  me  haue  pe  wite  953 

There  was  defaute  in  sum  what  wele  .1.  wote 
An  o^ere  seide  pe  fire  was  ou^re  bote 
Bot  be  hit  bote  or  colde  J.  dar  sei  ^is 
^at  we  concluden  eu^rmore  amys  957 

^  We  failen  of  )>at  whiche  Jat  we  wolde  haue 

And  oure  madnesse  euer  more  we  raue 
And  whan  we  hue  to-geder  eu^rychon 
Euery  man  seme}  as  wise  as  Salomon  961 

'  Bot  al  ))inge  whiche  }at  schyne}  as  pe  gold 

Is  not  goldc  as  .1.  haue  herdc  it  tolde 

« 
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Ne  enerj  appel  ])at  is  faire  att  eyje 

Ne  is  not  good  whatt  so  men  clappe  or  crie  965 

Biht  so  loo  fftiith  it  amongus  ys 

He  ]>at  seme])  ^e  wisest  be  ihesus^  [>  hs  ibc] 

Is  most  foole  whan  it  comme])  to  )>e  prefe 

And  he  ^at  seme])  trewest  is  a  )>efe  969 

^at  schol  3e  knowe  er  ^at  .1.  fromme  jowe  wende 

Be  ^at  .1.  of  my  tale  haue  maade  an  ende 

[No  break  in  the  M8.] 
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[THE  TALE.] 

THer  is  a  chanon  of  leligion  .ij*.  pan 

Amonges  vs  wolde  enfecte  al  a  toiine  973 

^xihe  it  as  grete  were  as  nynyue 
Borne  Alisander .  Troy .  and  o)>er  ^le 
His  sleihies  and  his  infinite  falsenesse 
There  cou]^  no  man  writen  as  .L  gesse  977 

]K)uhe  ^at  he  myht  leuen  a .  ^wsande  jere 
In  al  ])is  of  fals-nesse  ne  is  his  pere 
For  in  his  termes  he  wil  him  so  winde 
And  speke  his  wordes  in  so  slyhe  a  kynde  981 

Whan  he  comtm  schal  wi])  any  wiht 
What  he  wil  make  him  dote  auone  riht 
Bot  it  fe  fende  be  as  his  seluen  is 

Ful  mony  a  man  ha)>e  he  higile4  ar  ^is      D«f  lOi  i»ck]     985 
And  wiH  if  ^t  he  maie  leue  a  while 
And  jit  men  liden  and  gon  ful  mony  a  myle 
Him  for  to  seeke  and  haue  acqueyntance 
Nat  knoweinge  of  his  tola  goaemance  989 

And  if  pe  loste  to  jeue  me  audience 
.1.  wiH  it  tellen  here  in  joure  presence 
Bot  worschipfol  chanon  religious 

Ne  deme])  nouht  )>at  .1.  sclander  joure  house  993 

Al  ^ouhe  my  tale  of  chanon  be 
Of  euery  order  some  schrewe  is  parde 
And  god  for-bede  ^at  al  a  companye 
Sholde  rewe  a  singuler  mannes  folye  997 

To  sclander  jowe  is^^  not  myne  entente 
Bot  to  Gorretten  J^at  "mys  yment 
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This  tale  was  iiou3t  onely  tolde  for  ^owe 

Bot  eke  for  o])ere  mo  30  woote  wele  ho  we  1001 

])at  amonge  cristes  posteles  twelue 

perQ  nas  no  traytur  bot  ludas  him  selue 

Than  whi  scholde  ^e  lemenant  al  haue  blame 

That  giltles  were .  by  ^owe  say  J.  fe  same  1005 

Sauf  only  pis  if  je  wil  herken  me 

K  any  ludas  in  joure  Couent  be 

Eemoue])  him  be  time  .1.  30we  rede 

If  schame  or  losse  maie  eausen  any  drede  1009 

And  buj^e  no^inge  displesed  .1.  3owe  preie 

Bot  in  ])is  caas  herkene^  what  .1.  wil  seie 
N  London  was  a  preste  an  annuellere 
^at  ^er-inne  dwelled  had  mony  a  3610  1013 

Whiche  was  so  plesant  and  so  s^ruisable 
Vn-to  pe  wiff  where  he  was  att  table 
That  Bche  wolde  suffur  him  no  ^inge  for  to  paye 
For  borde  ne  for  clo])einge  wente  he  neuer  so  gaye 
And  spendinge  siluer  hadde  he  riht  ynouhe 
Jere-of  no  force  .1.  wol  precede  as  nowhe 
And  tel  for)>e  my  tale  of  ^e  Chanofi 

^at  brouht  pia  prest  to  confusiofi  1021 

Thb  fals  chanon  cam  vppon  a  daye 

Vnto  f e  prcstes  chambre  fer  he  laye 

Besecheinge  him  to  lene  him  a  certeine 

Of  golde  and  he  wolde  white  him  ar3eine  1025 

Lene  me  a  marke  quod  he  bot  daies  ])re 

And  att  my  daie  J.  wil  it  quyte  fe  DeirfiM] 

And  it  so  be  ^ou  finde  me  fals 

Ano^er  daie  honge  me  be  pe  hals  1029 

This  preste  him  toke  a  marke  aiid  peA  als  8wi]>e 

And  pia  chanon  him  )>onked  oft  si)>e 

And  toke  his  lene  aiid  went  forj^e  his  weie 

And  att  pe  ^ered  daie  brouht  his  monye  1033 

And  to  pia  preste  he  toke  pis  golde  a3eine 

There-of  pis  prest  was  glad  and  feine 
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Certea  quod  he  no  ^inge  anoye^  me 

To  lene  a  man  a  noble  or  tao  or  ^re  1037 

Or  what  ^inge  were  in  mjn  poeseesione 

Whan  he  so  trewe  is  of  condicione 

^t  in  no  wise  broke  wil  his  daie 

To  suche  a  man  .L  can  neuer  saie  naye  1011 

What  quod  ^is  chanon  schold  .1.  be  vntrewe 

l^aye  it  were  ])inge  fallen  al  of  ^e  newe 

Trou)^  is  a  ])inge  ^at  .1.  wil  ener  kepe 

In  to  ]^  daie  in  whiche  ^t  [I]  schal  crepe  1045 

In  to  my  graue  arid  elles  god  for-bede 

Beleue^  ^is  as  seker  as  is  ^oure  erode 

God  ^nke  .1.  atid  in  goode  time  be  it  seide 

J^t  fer  was  neuer  man  ^it  ynel  appaide  1049 

For  golde  ne  siluer  ^t  he  to  me  lent 

And  neuer  falsed  in  myne  herte  y  ment 

And  air  quod  he  nowe  of  my  pnuete 

And  se^n .  je  so  goodly  haue  hue  to  me  1053 

And  ki^ed  to  me  so  grote  gentillesse 

Som  whatte  to  whiten  wi^  joure  kindenesse 

.1.  wil  }owe  schewe  .&.  if  pwe  lust  to  lere 

.L  schal  it  schewe  to  30 we  anone  riht  here  1057 

Howe  .1.  kan  worchen  in  filosophie 

Take^  goode  hede  je  scholn  sene  wele  att  ye 

^at  .1.  wil  do  a  maistre  ar  .1.  goo 

3e  sir  quod  ])e  preste .  ^e  sire  and  wil  ^e  so  1061 

Mary  ^re-of  .1.  praie  ^owe  hertely 

Att  joure  commandement  sir  treuly 

Quod  ])e  chanon  and  elles  god  foivbede 

Lo  how  ^is  ^f  cou]>e .  his  seruise  bede  1065 

Pul  soj^e  it  is  |»t  suche  proferd  seruise 

8tinkeJ?e  as  wittenes  ^is  olde  wyse 

And  ^at  ful  sone  .1.  wil .  it  veiifie 

In  ^is  chanone  is  rote  of  al  trecherie       [iMif  iHi»efc}      1069 

That  euermoro  delite  ha^  and  gkdnesse 

Suche  fendely  ^uhtes  in  his  hert  empresse 
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Howe  criBtes  peple  lie  maie  to  meschief  bringe 

God  kepe  vs  fromme  his  fals  discimulinge  1073 

What  wist  ^is  preste  wi^  wliome  he  delte 

Ne  of  his  harme  comynge  no))iiige  he  felte 

O  cele  praste  o  cell  Innoceiit 

Wi^  Couetise  anone  ^ou  schalt  be  blent  1077 

O  giaceles  ful  blinde  is  )>i  conceite 

No  ^inge  ert  ^ow  war  of  ^i  deceit 

Whiche  ])at  pia  fox  schapen  h&p  to  )>e 

His  wyle  wrenches  ])ou  maiste  nouht  fly  he  1081 

Wher-fore  to  go  to  J)o  conclusion 

))at  referred  to  pi  confusion 

Vnhappe  man  anone  .L  wii  me  hihe 

To  tellen  )>in  vnwitte  and  pi  folye  1085 

And  eke  pe  falsenesse  of  ^at  oper  wreche 

As  ferfor  as  my  connynge  wii  streche 

^is  chanon  was  my  lorde  30  wolde  wene 

8ir  oft  in  faij»e  and  bue  pe  heuen  queue  108d 

It  was  ano|H)r  chanon  and  nouht  he 

pat  can  an  .C.  folde  more  sotelte 

He  hap  be-traied  folke  mony  a  time 

Of  his  fsdsnesse  it  delitej>  me  to  rime  1093 

£uer  whan  .1.  speke  of  his  falsed^ 

For  schame  of  him  my  cheke  waxen  rede 

Al  gates  ]>ei  be-gon  for  to  glowe 

For  redenes  haue  .1.  riht  nowe  wele  .L  knowe  1097 

In  my  vesage  for  sinnes  diners 

Of  Metals  whiche  je  haue  herd  me  reherce 

Coiisumed  and  wastede  ha))e  myne  redenesse 

Now  take))  hede  of  my  chanons  cursednesse  1101 

Sir  quod  he  to  ^e  preste  lat  joure  man  gone 

Fo[r]  whiksilu^  pat  we  is  had  anone 

And  latte  him  bringe  vnces  tuo  or  pre 

And  whan  he  oomme^  als  fast  schal  we  se  1 105 

A  wonder  ^inge  whiche  ^e  sawe  neuer  ar  ^is 

Sir  quod  pe  preste  it  schal  be  done  ywisse 
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He  bod  his  semant  fecben  him  his  ^inge 

And  he  al  rede  was  at  his  bedynge-  1109 

And  went  him  for  and  cam  anon  i^eine 

Wi^  ]>is  whike  siluer  schortly  for  to  seyne  pMf  us] 

And  toke  ^  ynces  pre  to  fe  chanone 

A)id  he  it  leide  faire  and  wele  adoone  1113 

And  bad  fe  seraant  coles  for  to  bringe 

])at  he  anone  mjht  go  to  his  wirkeinge 

fe  coles  riht  anone  weren  yfet 

And  ^is  chanon  toke  oute  a  croselet  1117 

Of  his  bosome  and  schewe  it  pe  prest 

This  qiu)d  he  whiche  ]>at  ]>ou  sest 

Take  in  ])ine  hande  and  put  pi  self  pere  inne 

Of  J^is  whike  siluere  an  vnce  and  here  beginne  1121 

In  fe  name  of  crist  to  wex  a  philosofer 

Ther  bene  ful  fewe  whiche  fat  .1.  wil  profer 

To  schewe  hem  ])us  muche  of  my  science 

For  ^e  schol  seen  here  be  experience  1 1 25 

fat  fiB  siluer  .1.  wil  morti£e 

Riht  in  ^oure  siht  anone  vnf  oute  lye 

And  maak  it  as  god  siluer  and  als  fyne 

As  j>er  is  any  in  ^ouie.porce  or  in  myne  1129 

And  ferto  ala  doulcete  and  malliable 

And  elles  holde  me  fals  ajid  vn-able 

Amonge  folk  euer  to  appere 

.1.  haue  a  pouder  here,  it  cost  me  dere  1133 

Schal  make  al  good  for  it  is  cause  of  a] 

Mi  konnynge  whiche .  fat  .1.  ^owe  schew  shi^ 

Yoidef  3oure  man  and  lat  him  be  f  er  oute 

An  schette  f  e  dore  whiles  we  bene  aboute  1 1 37 

Oure  pr/uete  fat  no  man  ys  aspie 

Whiles  we  werken  in  f  is  philosophic 

AL  as  he  bad  fulfilled  was  in  dede 

fis  ilke  se7*uant  anon  nht  oute  ^ede  1141 

And  his  maister  schett  fe  dore  anone 

An  to  her  laboure  spedely  fei  gone 
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fea  p*e8te  att  ^is  cursed  chanofis  bydynge 

Ypon  pe  fire  a-none  sett  fia  ])mge  1145 

And  blewe  pe  fire  and  besid  him  fill  fast 

And  pia  chanon  in  to  )>is  croselett  cast 

A  ponder  note  .L  wher-of  it  was 

.y.-maade  of  chalk  o^ere  of  glas  1149 

Or  sum  whatte  eUes  was  nouht  wor^e  a  flie 

To  blinde  wi^e  pis  preste  and  badd  him  hihe 

])es  coles  for  to  cowchen  al  aboue 

This  Croslet  for  in  token  ]>at  .1.  pe  loue    ciMfiei,  tMMk]    1153 

Quod  pis  chanoii  )>ine  hondes  tuoo 

Schal  worche  al  ^inge  whiche  as  schal  be  doo 

Gremercy  quod  pe  preste  aiid  was  ful  gladde 

And  couched  coles  as  pe  Chanon  badd  1157 

And  whiles  he  besy  was  ^is  fendely  wrecche 

pia  fals  chanoii  pe  foule  fende  him  fecche 

Oute  of  his  bosom  toke  a  bechen  cole 

In  whiche  ful  sotelly  was  maad  an  hole  1161 

And  ])ereinne  pitt  was  of  siluer  limaile 

An  vnce  and  stopped  was  wi)»  oute  faile 

This  hole  wi^  wex  to  kepe  the  limal  iune 

An[d]  ynderstonde]^  Jrait  )»is  false  gynne  1165 

Was  not  maade  pere  hot  it  was  maade  to  fore 

And  o])er  ])inges  .1.  schal  tel  more 

Here  after  warde  whiche  ]»at  he  wi^  him  brouht 

Ar  he  com  pete  to  begile  him  he  ^ouht  1169 

And  so  he  dide  are  he  went  a  twynne 

Til  he  had  tomyd  him  kou^  he  not  blinne 

It  dulle])  me  whan  pat  .1.  of  him  speke 

On  his  fals  hede  faine  wolde  .1.  me  awreke  1173 

If  .1.  wist  howe  hot  he  is  here  and  pete 

He  is  so  variant  he  bide]>  no  where 

Bo[t]  takep  hede  nowe  sires  for  goddes  loue 

He  toke  his  cole  of  whiche  .1.  spak  aboue  1177 

And  in  his  honde  he  bare  it  pWuely 

And  whiles  pe  priste  couched  besili 
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]w  coles  as  .1.  tolde  jow  er  ^is 

^is  Chanon  seide  fiende  je  done  amys  1181 

^is  is  noQht  couched  as  it  onht  to  be 

Bot  sone  .L  schal  amend  it  qtiod  he 

Nowe  lat  me  medel  ^eT0-wi])  bot  a  while 

For  of  ^oue  haae  .L  pete  be  sein  gile  1185 

je  been  riht  bote  .1.  see  wele  how  ^e  swete 

Haue  here  a  do^  and  wype  aweie  pe  wete 

And  whan  pe  prest  him  wyped  haas 

This  Chanon  toke  his  cole  .1.  schrewe  his  face  1189 

And  leid  it  vpon  abouen  pe  Midward 

Of  pe  croselett .  And  blewe  wele  afterward 

Til  Jmt  pe  Coles  gan  fast  heme 

Now  jif  Ys  drinke  quod  ]w  Chanone  peknn  1193 

Als  Bwi^  al  schal  be  wele  J.  vndertake . 

Sit  we  doune  and  lete  vs  meiy  make  n«f  las] 

And  whann  ^e  chanons  bechen  cole 

Was  brente  al  pe  limal  oute  of  the  hole  1197 

Into  pe  croselet  anone  fel  adoune 

And  so  it  mot  nodes  be  resoune 

8e)>])en  it  so  heuen  aboue  coached  was 

Bot  pere-of  wist  no  puige  pe  preste  alas  1201 

He  demed  al  pe  coles  ylyche  goode 

For  of  pe  sleyht  no  ^inge  he  vnderstode 

And  whan  )»i8  Alkamistrie  sauhe  is  time 

Bise|)  yp  air  pn'ste  and  stonde  be  me  1 205 

And  for  .L  wote  Ingote  haue  ^e  none 

Gope  walke^  for^  and  hnngep  a  chalke  stone 

For  .1.  wil  make  it  of  pe  same  schappe 

pat  is  an  Ingote  if  .1.  maie  haue  happe  1209 

And  bringe  wijw  ^owe  a  bol  or  a  panne 

Fol  of  water  and  30  schal  see  ^anne 

How  Jmt  oure  besines  schal  happe  and  preae 

And  ^it  for  ^e  schal  haue  no  mysbeleue  1213 

Ne  wronge  conseite  of  me  in  ^oure  absence 

I  wil  nouht  hue  oute  of  joure  presence 
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Bot  go  wi^  ^owe  and  com  wi})  30W  ageine 

The  chamber  doie  schorilj  to  seine  1217 

Thei  opened  and  schette  and  went  for^e  her  waie 

And  foTpe  wij>  hem  pei  caried  ^e  keie 

And  comeu  a3eme  vrif  outen  any  delaye 

What  Bcholde  .L  tary  al  fe  longe  dale 

He  toke  *  ^e  chalke  and  schoppe  it  in 

Of  an  Ingote  as  .1.  schal  ^owe  deuis/^    ^' 


'1  i 


.1.  seye  he  tok  out  of  his  owen  sleii^  J  J"*  T  T7  t.  •-»  «.  ^ 

A  cheyne  of  siluer .  yuel  mot  he  chftMe^-^  o  ^     T2fi5l  x 

"WTiiche  )>at  was  bot  an  vnce  of  wheyOi^  **  J^^'^"^  lT\^' 

And  take^  hede  nowe  of  his  cursede  fdeyhl  ^ 

He  schop  his  Ingote  in  lenge^  and  in  brede 

Of  J)e  cheyne  wi^  outen  any  drede  1229 

So  slely  ))at  fe  preste  it  nouht  aspide 

And  in  his  sleue  a3eine  he  gau  it  hide 

An[d]  frome  ^e  fire  toke  vp  his  matier 

And  in  to  ]>e  yngote  it  putte  wi^  meri  chere  1233 

And 'in  to  ^e  water  vessel  he  it  kest 

Whan  |)at  him  lust  and  badde  ^e  pr^ste  as  fast 

Loke  what  fet'e  is  put  in  ^ine  honde  and  grope 

Thou  schalte  finde  fev  siluer  as  .1.  hope    [leaf  iw,  back]    1237 

What  deuel  of  hel  scholde  it  elles  be 

Chaueynge  of  siluer  silue  is  parde 

He  putte  in  his  honde  and  tok  vp  a  teyne 

Off  siluer  fyne  and  glad  in  euery  veine  1241 

Was  piB  priste  whan  he  sauhe  ^at  it  was  so 

Goddes  blissinge  and  his  moders  also 

And  al  halowes  haue  36  str  Chanon 

Seid  pe  presto  and  .1.  here  MaHsofi  1245 

Bot  and  3e  vouche  sauf  to  teche  me 

This  noble  craft  a7id  ^is  soteltie 

.L  wil  be  3oures  in  al  ^at  euer  .L  male 

QutKl  ^e  chanone  3it  wil  .1.  make  asaie  1249 

ye  secunde  time  pat  ^e  mowe  take  hede 

And  bee  experte  of  ^is  and  in  3oure  nede 
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Aiiopet  daie  in  Mine  absence 

This  discipline  and  fia  crafte  science  1253 

Lat  take  ano^r  vnce  quod  he  fo 

Of  whiche  siluer  wi})^  outen  wordes  moo 

And  do  ferwip  as  ^e  haae  done  ar  p\B 

Wy^  ^at  o^^re  whiche  ]>at  nowe  siluere  is  1257 

This  preste  him  LesieJ^  in  al  )>at  he  can 

To  done  as  ^is  chanone  j>iB  cursed  man 

Commande})  him .  and  fast  blewe  ye  fire 

For  to  come  to  ^effette  of  his  desire  1261 

And  ^is  chanon  riht  in  pe  mene  while 

Al  redi  was  p'la  preste  oft  to  begile 

And  for  a  countenance  in  his  honde  bare 

An  holowe  stikke  take  hede  and  be  ware  1265 

In  pe  ende  of  whiche  an  ynce  atui  no  more 

Of  siluer  lymal  put  was  al  be-fore 

Was  in  his  coule  and  stopped  wi]^  wax  wele 

for  to  kepe  inne  his  lymal  euereydele  *      1269 

And  while  J>is  preste  was  in  his  besinesse 

This  chanon  wi^  his  stike  gan  him  dresse 

To  him  a-none  and  his  ponder  kast  inne 

As  he  dide  ere  pe  deuel  out  of  his  kinne  1273 

Him  tome  .1.  praie  to  gdd  for  his  false-hede 

For  he  was  euer  feds  in  worde  aful  dede 

And  wi^  his  stikke  a-bone  ^e  croselett 

That  was  ordeygned  vrip  ]»at  fals  gett  1277 

He  stire|)  pQ  coles  til  relent  gan 

The  wex  a^eine  ^e  fire  as  euery  man  {lutitr} 

Bot  it  a  fole  be  f  wote  wele  and  mot  nede 

And  al  )>at  in  pe  hole  was  oute  ^ede  1281 

And  in  to  ])e  croselet  hastely  it  fel 

^e  preste  supposed  nouht  bot  wele 

Bot  busid  him  fast  and  was  wonder  feyne 

Supposinge  nouht  bot  treu)>e  8o)>e  to  seine  1285 

He  was  so  glad  J.  can  nouht  expresse 

In  no  mane7*e  his  mer^  and  his  gladnesse 
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And  to  })e  Chanon  he  proferd  eft  sone 

Body  and  goode  ^e  quod  fe  chanone  sone  1289 

^ouhe  pome  .1.  be  crafte  })ou  schalt  me  finde 

.1.  warne  Je  ^it  is  fere  more  be-hinde 

Is  perQ  any  coper  here  inne  seide  he 

^e  Sir  quod  pe  preste  .1.  troue  fere  be  1293 

Elles  go  by  sum  and  f&t  aswy)>e 

Nowe  air  go  for  fi  waie  atid  hyhe  pe 

And  went  his  waie  and  vrif  his  coper  he  came 

And  ^is  chanon  in  his  hode  it  name  1297 

And  of  ^at  coper  weyde  oute  bot  an  vnce 

Al  to  simple  is  my  tonge  to  pronounce 

His  mostre  and  his  witto  fe  doublenesse 

Of  ^is  chanone  rote  of  Corsednesse  1301 

He  semed  frendly  to  him  })at  knewe  him  nouht 

Bot  he  was  fendely  bo))e  in  werke  and  ))ouht 

It  werie^  me  to  telle  of  his  falsenesse 

And  ne^eles  3it  wil  .1.  it  expresse  1305 

To  y&t  entent  ^at  men  maie  be  war  ^er6  bye 

And  for  none  open  cause  treulye 

He  putte  ^is  vnce  of  coper  in  to  ^e  crosellet 

And  on  pe  fire  also  8wi|)e  he  ha|)e  it  sett  1309 

And  kest  in  pouder  and  maade  fe  presto  to  blowe 

And  in  his  worcheinge  for  to  stoupe  lowe 

As  he  dide  erst  and  al  was  bott  a  lape 

Biht  as  him  lust  fe  preste  he  maade  his  ape  1313 

And  afterwarde  in  to  )>e  Ingote  he  it  kest 

And  in  ^e  panne  put  it  att  )>e  last 

Of  water  and  inne  he  put  his  owen  honde 

And  in  his  sleue  as  ^e  befome  honde  1317 

Herde  me  tett  he  had  a  sUuer  cheyne 

He  slyhely  toke  is  oute  |)is  cursed  hyne 

Ynwetinge  })is  preste  of  his  fals  craft 

And  in  fe  pannes  bothom  he  ha^  it  left    Dmut  107,  bMk]    1321 

And  in  fe  water  rumble)>  to  and  fro 

And  wonder  pnuely  toke  it  vpp  also 
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pe  coper  teyne  nouh[t]  knoweinge  pe  preete 

And  hid  it  and  hent  him  be  ])e  breste  1325 

And  to  him  spak  and  ]>as  seide  he  in  his  game 

Stoape]»e  adoone  be  god  ^e  be  to  blame 

Helpe])e  me  no  we  as  .1.  dide  ^owe  whUere 

Put  in  3oare  honde  and  loke  what  is  ^ere  1329 

This  preste  toke  vppe  fia  siluer  teyne  anone 

And  Jmn  seide  ^e  Chanon  latt  vs  gone 

Wij»  yea  J>Te  teynes  whiche  ^at  we  haue  wronht 

To  summe  golsmy^  and  wit  if  it  be  owhte  1333 

For  be  my  feij^e  .L  nolde  for  myne  hode 

Bot  if  ^ei  were  siluer  fine  and  gode 

And  ^at  as  8wy]>e  proued  schal  he  be 

Vnto  fe  goldsmythe  wij  pes  teynes  pre  1337 

Thei  wente  and  put  ^es  teynes  in  assaie 

To  lire  and  hamur  myht  no  man  seie  naie 

Bot  ^ei  were  as  hem  ouht  to  be 

pia  soted  p*este  who  was  gladder  )>an  he  1341 

Was  neuer  bridde  gladder  a3eines  ^e  daie 

Ne  nyhtgale  in  pe  seson  of  maie 

Was  neu^re  none  ]>at  lust  better  to  singe 

Ne  lady  lustier  in  Carolynge  1345 

And  for  to  speke  and  loue  and  wommanhede 

Ke  knyhte  in  armes  done  an  hardy  dede 

To  stonden  in  grace  of  his  ladie  dere 

^an  hadde  ^is  preste  ))is  craft  to  lere  1349 

And  to  ^e  chanon  )>us  he  spak  and  seide 

For  ^e  loue  of  god  pot  for  us  al  deyde 

And  as  .1.  maye  deserue  it  vn  to  ^owe 

What  schal  ^is  receyte  cost  telle]»  nowe  1353 

Be  oure  lady  quod  )>is  chanon .  it  is  dere 

.1.  wame  ^owe  bot  saue  .1.  and  a  frere 

In .  yngelonde  pere  can  no  man  it  make 

No  fors  quod  he  now  sir  for  goddes  saake  1357 

What  schal  .1.  paye  tel  me  .1.  pe  preye 

.I.-wys  quod  he  it  is  ful  dere  .L  seie. 
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Sire  att  o  worde  if  ^at  ^e  list  it  baue  1360 

^e  schal  paie  fourte^  pounde  so  god  me  saue   [*  a  laur  j>  added] 

And  ne  weie  fe  frindescliippe  })at  ^e  dide  ar  ^is . 

To  me  je  scholde  paie  more  y wys  D«f  w»] 

This  preste  ^e  8U77ime  of  .xl.  pounde  anone 

Of  nobles  fette .  Ss  toke  hem  eu^chone  1365 

To  J>i8  Chanon  for  fia  ilke  receit 

Al  his  worcheinge  was  fraude  and  deceite 

Sire  preste  he  seide  .1.  kepe  for  haue  no  los 

Of  my  craft  for  .1.  wolde  it  were  kepped  clos  1369 

And  as  ^e  loue^e  me  kepe)>  it  secre 

For  and  men  knewe  al  my  subtilite 

Be  god  men  wolde  haue  so  grete  envie 

To  me  be  cause  of  my  philosophie  .  1373 

.1.  scholde  be  dede  pere  were  none  ofere  weye 

God  it  for-bede  q?^d  ^e  preste  what  ^e  seye 

^it  had  .1.  leuer  spende  oR  )>e  goode 

Whiche  Jat  .1.  haue  and  elles  wex  .1.  woode  1377 

^an  ^t  )e  scholde  fali  in  suche  meschife 

For  30ure  goode  wil  sere  haue  ^e  riht  good  prefe 

Quod  ye  chanone  wele  graz^nt  mercie 

He  went  his  waye  and  neuer  ^e  priste  him  sihe  1381 

After  ^at  dale  and  whan  ^at  pia  preste  schold 

Maken  assay .  att  suche  time  as  he  wolde 

Of  Jis  receyte  fere  wele  it  wil  nouht  be 

Lo  pviB  be-Iaped  and  begiled  was  he  1385 

Thus  make^  he  his  introducc/on 

To  bringe  folke  to  hire  destruccion 

IT  Considered  sires  howe  ^at  mycho  astate 

Be-twex  men  atid  golde  ^ar  is  debate  1389 

So  ferfor]>e  ^at  ynne^es  fere  is  one 

This  multepHynge  blinde^  *  so  mony  one 

^at  in  good  fei^e  I  trowe  ^t  it  be 

pe  cause  grettest  of  al  subtilite  1393 

This  Phylosophres  speken  so  mystelye 

In  ])is  craft  ^at  men  can  nouht  com  ^er  bye 
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For  any  witte  fsi  men  haue  nowe  a  dayes 

^i  maie  wele  Chitter  a?id  ganglen  as  done  ])es  layes  1397 

And  in  her  teimes  sett  lust  and  peine 

Bot  to  her^  purpos  schal  )»ei  neucre  atteyne 

A  man  may  lyhtlycke  leren  if  he  haue  ouhte 

To  multeply  and  bringe  his  good  to  nouht  1 401 

Lo  suche  a  locre  is  in  |)is  lusty  game 

A  mannes  mer]>e  it  wil  tome  al  to  gram 

And  empte  also  grete  and  heuy  porces 

And  make  folke  to  purchasen  curses  [iMrias^bMk] 

Of  hem  fat  han  ^6re-to  here  good  ylente  1 466 

0  fy .  for  schame  ^i  fst  haue  be  brente 

Alas  Can  ^i  nouht  flye  ^  fires  hete 

)e  f&t  it  Ysen  .L  rede  ^owe  it  lete  1409 

Lest  }e  lees  al  *  for  bet  pan  neuer  is  late 

Keuer  to  ^riue  were  to  louge  a  date 

jK)uhe  3e  proUe  aye  ^e  schol  it  neu^r  finde 

)e  bene  als  bolde  as  is  bayer  pQ  blynde  1413 

pat  blunder]^  for^  and  peril  caatep  he  none 

He  is  as  bolde  to  renne  a^eine  a  stone 

As  for  to  go  be  side  in  pe  weie 

So  fare  ^e  )iat  multeplie  .L  seie  1417 

If  ^at  oure  y3en  kan  not  seen  a  riht 

Looke})  ^at  ^oure  mynde  lake  nouht  ^oure  siht 

For  ^ouhe  ^e  looke  neuere  so  brode  and  stare 

je  schol  nouht  wynne  a  myte  of  ^at  chaffare  1421 

Bot  wasten  al  ^at  ^e  maie  rappe  and  rinne 

Wi)»-drawe  ^e  fire  lest  it  so  fast  birne 

Medele])e  no  more  wij>  ^t  art  .1.  mene 

For  ^if  3e  done  3oure  ]>reft .  is  gone  ful  clene  1425 

And  riht  als  avnpe  .1.  wil  30ue  to  here 

What  })at  ^e  Philosophres  seine  in  pis  matiere 

Lo  pua  8ei)>e  Amalde  of  pe  Newtoune 

As  his  rosarie  make})  Mencioune  1429 

He  sei^e  riht  pua  >vi^  outen  any .  lye 

There  maie  no  man  Mercuri  Mortiiie 
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Bot  if  it  be  wi^  his  broJ>er  knowelecheinge 

Howe  ^at  he  wiche  ^t  Hist  seide  pis  j>i]ige  1433 

Of  philosophies  fader  was  Ermes 

Sei^  howe  ])at  pe  dragon  doutelea 

Ke  deye]»  not  bot  if  he  he  sleine 

Wi)»  is  bro^r  and  ^at  is  for  to  seyne  1437 

Be  ^e  dragon  Mercurie  and  none  ofer 

He  ynderstode  f&t  bromston  were  is  bro^ere 

))at  oute  of  sol  and  luna  were  ydrawe 

And  ])«rfore  seide  he  take  hede  to  my  sawe  1441 

Latt  no  man  besy  hime  )>is  arte  for  to  seche 

Bot  he  f&t  ]>e  entencion  and  speche 

Of  Philosofres  vnderstonde  kon 

And  if  he  doo  he  is  a  lewde  man  1445 

For  |)is  science  and  pia  connynge  quod  he  < 

Is  of  secre  of  secretees  parde  Deaf  levj 

Also  perQ  was  a  disciple  of  Plato 

^at  on  a  time  seide  his  maister  to  1449 

As  his  booke  sonier  wil  here  wittuesse 

And  ^is  was  his  demaunde  in  so})efastnesse 

Tel  me  pe  name  of  ^e  pnue  stoone 

And  plato  ansewerd  vnto  him  anone  1453 

Take  )>at  titanus  men  name 

Whiche  is  ^at  quod  he  Magnesia  is  fe  same 

Seide  Plato  f  je  sire  atid  es  it  pua 

pia  is  ignotum  per  ignocius  1457 

What  is  magnesia  good  sire  .1.  preie 

It  is  a  water  ^at  is  maad  .1.  seie 

Of  elementes  foure  quod  plato 

Tel  me  pe  roches  good  sir  quod  he  ^o  1461 

Of  fat  water  if  it  be  3oure  wiH: 

Naic  Naie  q;/od  plato  certeine  )»at  .1.  nytt 

The  philosophres  were  swome  euerychofl 

^t  pel  scholde  discouere  it  to  no  mon  1465 

Ke  in  no  booke  it  write  in  no  manere 

For  vnto  criste  it  is  so  leue  and  dere 
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^at  he  wil  nou^t  Jmt  it  discouexd  be 
JBot  where  so  it  like^  to  his  deite  H69 

Man  to  enspiie  and  eke  to  defende 
Whome  ^at  him  lyke])  lo  ^is  is  ]w  ende 
That  conclude  .L  ^us  aepen  ]}at  god  of  heuen 
Ne  wil  not  ^t  pe  philo[8o]&e6  neven  1473 

Howe  ^t  a  man  schal  com  vn-to  ^is  stone 
.1.  rede  as  for  pe  beste  latt  it  gone 
For  who  so  make^  god  his  adaersarie 
As  for  to  worche  any  ^inge  in  contrarye  1477 

Ynto  his  wil  certes  neuer  schal  he  ^riue 
Thonhe  ^t  he  multiplie  terme  of  his  line 
And  fere  a  pointe  for  endid  is  my  tale 
God  sende  eusry  trewman  bote  of  his  bale  1481 

&biilA. 
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NOwe  trewly  quod  oure  Oste  ^is  is  a  prati  tale 
For  litel  merveile  it  is  J>at  ]}oa  lokest  so  pale 
Sepen  pon  hast  medeled  wi^  samony  ^inges 
Wi})  bloweinge  att  ^e  cole  to  melte  bo^e  brochez  &  tinges 
And  o^ere  many  Jewels  dar  .1.  vnder-take  5 

And  ])at  ^i  loide  conjee  vs  tel :  if  we  myht  him  ou^re-take 
Bot  lat  him  go  a  deael  waye  J)e  compaigny  is  neuer  be  weis 
And  al  suche  fals  harlotes  .L  sette  not  be  hem  a  keis         ' 
Bot  latt  pas  ouere  nowe  al  pea  subtilitees  9 

And  same  worJ)i  man  tel  vs  summe  veritees 
As  ^e  woTSchipful  Maister  of  Phisike 
Telle^  Ys  somme  tale  ^at  is  a  cronyke  12 

p&t  we  may  of  ^owe  leren  sum  witte 
(^uod  pe  Maister  of  Phisik  a  tale  ^at  .L  finde  writte 
In  cronyke  passed  of  olde  tyme 

Herkene^  for  .1.  wil  tel  it  30W  in  rime  16 

Explicit  prologs . 
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f  Incipit  fiibii[l]a .       [<«  tt^im, »«»] 

rer  was  as  telle^  vs  titus  liueus 
A  knybt  ^at  cleped  was  yiigineas 
Fulfilled  of  honouie  &  wor^inesse 
And  stronge  of  frendes  aiid  of  riches  i  4 

A  douhtere  he  hadd  be  his  wyf 
And  neuer  hadde  he  mo  in  al  his  lif 
Faire  was  ^is  maide  in  excellent  beautee 
Abouen  enery  whight  ^t  male  see  8 

For  Kature  ha]>e  wip  sou^reigne  diligence 
Formed  hir  in  so  grete  excellence 
As  )K>uhe  sche  wolde  seie  loo  .1.  Nature 
Thus  can  .L  forme  and  painte  a  creature  12 

Whan  ^t  me  leste  who  can  me  counterfete 
Pigmalyon  nouht  ^ouhe  he  alweie  forge  or  bete 
Or  graue  or  peinte  for  .1.  dar  wel  seine 
ApoUus  jepherus  schold  werche  in  veine  16 

To  graue  or  peinte  or  forge  or  bete 
If  yei  presumed  me  for  to  counterfete 
For  he  ]>at  is  fe  tormour  principal 

Ha^  maade  me  his  viser  general  20 

To  forme  and  peinte  eche  er^ely  creature 
Riht  as  me  lest  for  al  ^inge  is  in  my  cure 
Ynder  pe  mone  ^at  maie  wane  and  wax 
And  for  my  werke  no  ^inge  wil  .1.  ax  24 
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My  loide  and  .1.  bene  fullye  att  acorde 

.1.  maade  hire  to  ^e  worschip  of  my  lorde 

So  do  .1.  al  myn  o^ere  creatures 

Of  [what]  colot^r  ^ei  hue  or  what  figures  28 

Thus  seme])  me  pat  Mature  wold  seie 

This  maide  was  of  age  twelue  3ere  and  tweye 

In  whiche  ])at  If  ature  ha})e  suche  delite 

For  riht  as  sche  kan  peinte  as  lyle  white       Deaf  m]        32 

An[d]  Eode  as  rose  riht  wi^  suche  peinture 

Sche  peinted  h&pe  pia  nohle  creature 

Ar  sche  was  borne  vppon  hire  limmes  &e 

Were  als  briht  as  suche  coloures  scholde  be  36 

And  phebus  hadd  dyed  hire  tresses  grete 

Lyke  to  pe  stremes  of  his  burned  hete 

And  if  ^at  excellent  was  hire  beute 

A  ^ousand  folde  mor  yertuous  was  sche  40 

In  hire  ne  lakke^  no  condicione 

fat  is  to  preise  as  be  discrecione 

As  wele  in  body .  as  goste  chast  was  schee 

For  whiche  sche  floured  in  virginite  44 

Wi^  al  humilite  and  abstinence 

And  wi^  al  attemperance  and  pacience 

Wi^  mesure  eke  and  bereinge  of  araie 

Discrete  sche  was  in  ansewaringe  alweie  48 

^ouhe  sche  were  wise  as  pallas  dar  .1.  seine 

Hire  faukonde  eke  fill  wommanly  and  pleyne 

None  conterfeted  termes  hadde  sche 

To  seme  wise  hot  after  hire  degre  52 

Sche  spakk  and  al  hir  wordes  more  and  lesse 

Souneinge  in  yertue  and  in  gcntillesse 

Schamefast  sche  was  in  maidens  schamfastnesse 

Constant  in  hert  and  euer  in  his  besinesse  56 

To  dryue  hire  oute  of  hire  slogardie 

Bachus  hadde  of  hire  mou^e  no  maistre 

For  wil  and  pouht  to  done  yenus  encrcse 

As  men  in  fire  wil  kasten  oyle  or  grese  60 
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And  of  hir  owen  vertue  vnconstreyned 

Scbe  ha})e  fal  oft  time  hire  seke  feyned 

For  ^at  sche  wolde  flje  ^e  companje 

Where  likly  was  to  treten  of  folye  64 

As  es  att  festes  reueles  and  att  daunces 

^at  bene  occasione  of  dalyaunces 

Suche  ^inges  maken  childem  for  to  bee 

To  8one  Eipe  and  bolde  as  men  maie  see  68 

Whiche  is  ful  pmlons  and  haj)e  be  ^ore 

For  al  to  sone  maie  sche  leren  lore 

Of  boldenesse  whan  sche  is  a  wyfe 

And  3e  maistresses  in  ^oure  olde  life  72 

^at  lordes  doubters  haue  in  gouemafice 

Ne  take^  of  mi  worde  no  displesance  D««f  i7o,  back] 

Thinges  ]»at  bien  set  in  gouamynges 

Of  lordes  douhtres  only  for  tuo  ^iuges  76 

£y})er  for  ^e  ban  kepped  ^onre  boneste 

Or  elles  je  haue  faH  in  frelte 

And  knowe  wele  ynowhe  ^e  olde  daonce 

And  konne  forsaake  fully  meschaunce  80 

For  enere  mo  ]>er-fore  for  crist  saak 

Kepe])  wel  po  pat  ^e  vndertak 

A  ^ef  of  venison  ^at  h&p  for-laft 

His  lycorusnesse  and  al  bis  ^efcs  craft  84 

Kan  kepe  a  forest  best  [of]  ony  man 

Kowe  kepe^  hem  wele  for  ^e  wele  can 

Jjokep  wele  to  no  vice  ^at  30  assent 

Lest  [^e]  be  dampned  for  ^oure  yuel  entent  88 

For  who  so  do})e  a  traitour  is  certeine 

And  take))  of  ^at  ))at  .1.  schal  seine 

Of  al  tresoil  sufl&eine  pestelence 

Is  whan  a  whight  be-traye)»  Innocence  92 

3e  faders  and  30  moders  eke  also 

]>ouhe  30  haue  childern  be  it  on  or  mo 

3oure  is  ]>e  charge  of  al  her  su£&ance 

Whiles  pei  bien  vnder  gouemance  96 
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Be]>e  ware  ]>at  be  ensample  of  3oure  leneinge 

Ey]>er  be  necligence  in  cbastislnge 

])at  pel  ne  periscbe  for  .1.  dare  wele  seie 

^if  ]>at  ])ei  done  ^e  scbol  ful  sore  abye  100 

Ynder  a  scbeperd  soft  and  necligent 

]>e  wolf  haf  mony  a  schepe  and  lamme  to-rent 

Sufficit  one  ensample  nowe  as  here 

For  .1.  most  tome  ajeine  to  maticre  104 

This  maide  of  wbiche  .y  tel  my  tale  expresse 

Scbe  kepped  hir  self  scbe  neded  no  maistresse 

For  in  hire  leueynge  maydens  myht  rede 

As  in  a  boke  euerj  good  worde  and  dede  108 

]>at  longe]>  to  a  mayden  vertuous 

Sche  was  so  prudent  and  so  bounteuoos 

For  whiche  oute  spronge  on  enery  side 

Bo|)e  of  hix  beute  and  hire  bounte  wide  112 

^at  )yonihe  ]>e  londe  ]>ei  presede  hir^  ychon 

y&i  loued  vertens  saue  envye  alone 

^at  sory  is  of  o]>er  mennes  wele 

And  gladde  is  of  his  sorwo  and  vnhele         Deafni]         116 

The  doctot^r  make]>  ])is  descripcioune 

This  maide  went  on  a  daie  in-to  ]>e  toune 

To-warde  J)e  temple  wif  hir  moder  dere 

As  is  of  ^onge  Maidens  pQ  manere  120 

If  owe  was  ]>er  a  lustice  in  ]>e  toune 

^at  gouemour  was  of  ]>at  regioune 

And  so  befel  ^ia  luge  his  eyjen  kast 

yppon  ]>is  maide  aviseinge  hire  ful  fast  124 

As  sche  cam  for)y  by  yere  ]>e  luge  stode 

Anone  his  hert  chaunge])  and  ids  moode 

So  was  he  cauht  yrip  ]>e  beaute  of  |)is  maide 

And  to  him  self  ful  pn'uely  he  seide  1 28 

This  maiden  schal  be  myne  for  any  man 

Anone  ]>e  fende  in  to  his  hert  ran 

And  tauht  him  sodanly  be  what  sleyht 

The  maiden  to  his  pt^rpos  wynne  he  myht  132 
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For  ceites  be  no  force  ne  be  no  meede 

TTim  ^uht  he  was  not  able  for  to  spede 

For  he  wad  stronge  of  frendes  and  eke  ache 

Confenned  was  in  suche  soaereigne  bente  136 

That  wele  he  wist  he  m  jht  hire  nener  wynne 

As  for  to  fliaake  hire  wi^  hiie  bodi  synne 

For  whiche  wi^  grete  delibeiacioune 

He  sent  after  a  clerk  in  to  ]>e  tonne  140 

The  whiche  he  knewe  fdl  sotel  and  fal  bolde 

This  Inge  h&ye  yn-to  ]>is  clerke  his  tale  ytolde 

In  secre  wise  and  maade  him  to  assure 

He  schold  tel  it  to  no  creature  144 

And  if  he  dide  he  scholde  lese  his  hede 

And  irhan  assented  was  ^is  cursed  rede 

Gladde  was  ]>e  Inge  and  maade  goode  chiere 

And  )af  him  jeftes  precious  and  deie  148 

Whan  schapen  was  al  ^is  conspiracie 

From  pointe  to  pointe  howe  ^at  his  licherye 

Performed  schold  be  ful  sotellye 

As  je  schal  heren  afterward  openlye  152 

Home  go]ie  ]>is  derk  ^t  hiht  Claudius 

This  fals  luge  ^t  hiht  Apins 

So  was  his  name  it  is  no  fable 

Bot  knowen  for  an  historic  ]>iiige  notable  156 

The  sentence  of  it  so^  is  oute  of  doute 

This  fals  luge  go^  nowe  faste  aboute  [i«f  ni.  imw^] 

To  hasten  his  delite  al  ]>at  he  maie 

And  so  be-fel  sone  after  on  a  daie  160 

))is  fals  luge  as  teUe^  vs  ^e  storie 

As  he  was  wonte  satt  in  his  Consistorie 

And  jaue  his  domes  vpon  snndre  caaa 

This  fals  clerke  cam  for]>e  a  wel  good  paas  164 

And  seide  lorde  if  ]>at  it  be  joure  will 

As  do^  me  riht  vpon  ]>is  pitous  bill 

In  whiche  .1.  pleine  vpon  yirgineus 

And  if  fat  he  wil  seine  it  is  nou3[t]  )nis  168 
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.1.  -wille  prene  it  and  finde  good  wittenease 

]>at  8o]>e  is  pat  my  biH  wlH  expresse 

The  luge  Ansewerde  of  ]>i8  in  his  absence 

.1.  maie  not  3if  diffinitif  sentence  172 

Latt  done  him  caH .  &  .1.  wil  gladly  here 

Thou  schalt  haue  riht  and  no  wronge  here 

Virgineus  came  to  wite  fe  luges  witi 

And  riht  a-none  was  redde  ]>is  cursed  bitt  176 

]>e  sentence  of  hit  was  as  ^e  schal  here 

To  jowe  my  lorde  sir  Apius  so  dere 

Schewe]>  joure  poner  s^Tniant  Claudius 

Howe  ]>at  a  knyht  called  virgineus  180 

A^eines  pe  lawe  i^eines  al  equite 

Holde)y  expresse  i^eines  pe  wil  of  me 

Mi  s^ruant  whiche  ]>at  is  )yratt  be  riht 

Wyche  &om  myne  hous  was  stolne  one  a  nyht  184 

Whiles  sche  was  ful  jonge  .1.  wiU .  it  preue 

Be  wittenesse  lorde  so  ]>at  je  30we  nouht  greue 

Sche  his  nouht  his  douhta:  what  so  he  seie 

Where-for  my  lorde  fe  lugge  to  jowe  .1.  preie  188 

3elde  me  my  prsB,  if  it  be  ^oure  wil 

Lo  ]>is  was  ]ie  sentence  of  pe  bil 

Virgineus  began  vpon  ]>e  clerke  be-holde 

Bote  hastely  ar  he  his  tale  tolde  192 

He  wolde  haue  defended  it  as  scholde  a  knyht 

And  be  wittenesse  of  mony  a  trewe  wyht 

That  al  was  fals  )yat  seide  his  aduersarie 

This  Cursed  luge  wolde  no  longer  tarie  196 

Ne  here  a  worde  more  of  Virgineus 

Bot  jaf  his  lugement  and  seide  ]?us 

.1.  deme  anone  ^is  clerk  his  s^uant  haue 

Thou  schalt  no  longer  in  pin  house  hir  saue     cie^f  i7f]     200 

Go  bringe  hir  forjre  and  bringe  hir  in  owre  warde 

This  clerk  schal  haue  his  )»ralle  ]>us  .1.  awarde 

And  whan  ]>is  wor)yi  knyht  Virgineus 

Thoruhe  Jrassent  of  ]>e  luge  Apius  204 
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Most  be  force  his  deie  doubter  ^euen 

Yn-to  ]ie  luge  in  licbere  to  leuen 

He  go)ye  bim  borne  and  sett  bim  in  bis  haXt 

And  lete  anone  bis  dere  doubter  cidl:  208 

And  wi]>  a  face  dede  as  assben  colde 

Ypon  bird  bum[ble]  face  be  gan  be-bolde 

Wi^  fadeis  pite  stikinge  ^rube  bis  bert 

Al  wolde  be  noubt  from  bis  purpos  conuert  212 

Doubter  quod  be  viiginea  be  ^i  name 

Tbere  bien  tuo  weys  ey^r  o]ier  scbame 

]>at  ^u  must  soffer  alas  y&t  .1.  was  bore 

For  neuer  )»ou  deseruest  wbere  fore  216 

To  deyen  vrip  a  swerde  or  ynf  a  knyf 

O  der  doubter  ender  of  my  lif 

Wbicbe  .1.  baue  fosterd  vp  wi]>  suebe  plesance 

^at  ^ou  ne  weer  oute  my  remembrance  220 

O  doubter  wbicbe  ]>at  ert  my  last  woo 

And  in  lif  my  last  ioy  also 

O  gemme  of  cbastite  in  pacience 

Take  ^u  fi  dep  for  p\a  is  my  sentence  224 

For  loue  and  noubt  for  bate  )»ou  must  be  dede 

My  pitous  bonds  most  smyte  of  ^in  bede 

Alas  ^at  euer  Apius  ^  seybe 

Tbus  ba^e  be  fodsly  lugged  ]>e  to  day  228 

And  tolde  bire  al  ^e  cas  as  ^e  be-fore 

Haue  berd  it  nede]>  noubt  to  tel  it  no  more 

Merce  dere  fadere  quod  ^is  maido 

And  wipe  pat  worde  ache  bo^e  bire  armes  leide  232 

Aboute  bis  nekke  as  scbe  was  wont  to  do 

Tbe  teres  barsten  oute  of  bire  yen  tuo 

And  seide  goode  fader  scbal  .L  deye 

Is  ^re  no  grace  is  ^re  no  remedie  236 

No  certes  dere  doubter  myne  quod  be 

Tban  ^eue  me  leue  fader  myn  quod  scbe 

My  de^  to  compleyne  a  litel  space 

For  parde  leffa  jaue  bis  doubter  grace  240 
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For  to  compleine  ar  he  hir  slowhe  alas 

And  god  it  wote  no  ]>inge  was  hire  trespas  pMf  172,  back] 

Bot  ]>at  sche  rann  hir  fader  first  to  see 

To  welcom  him  wip  grete  solempnite  2  €4 

And  wip  ])at  worde  sche  fel  in  swoune  anone 

And  after  whan  hir  swounynge  was  agone 

Sche  Tiaep  vpe  and  to  hire  fader  seide 

Blissed  he  god  ]>at  .1.  schal  deye  a  meide  248 

jif  me  my  depe  ar  )yat  .L  haue  a  schame 

Do^e  wi])  ^oure  Childe  joure  wil  a  goddes  name 

And  wi]>  ^at  word  sche  praie]>  ful  oft 

y&i  with  his  swerde  he  scholde  smite  hir  softe  252 

And  wi])  ^at  word  in  swoune  doune  sche  felle 

Hir  fader  wip  ful  sorweful  hert  and  felle 

Hire  heued  of  smote  and  be  toppe  it  hent 

And  to  ^e  luge  he  jaue  it  to  present  256 

As  he  satt  in  his  dome  in  consistorie 

Whan  pe  luge  it  sauhe  as  seij^e  pe  storie 

He  badde  take  him  and  honge  him  also  fast 

Bot  riht  anone  al  pe  peple  in  praat  2  GO 

To  saue  pe  knyht  for  reu]>e  and  for  pyte 

ffor  knowen  was  pe  foles  iniquite 

pe  peple  anone  hadd  susspecte  in  ^is  ])inge 

Be  maner  of  p'lB  clerkes  chalangeinge  264 

^at  it  was  be  pe  assent  of  Apius 

That  wist  wele  fat  he  was  lycherous 

fibr  whiche  vn-to  ]>is  Apius  ]>ei  gone 

And  kesten  him  in  prison  riht  a-none  268 

Whereas  he  slowhe  him  selfe  and  Claudius 

That  s^ruant  was  vn-to  J^Ls  Apius 

Was  demed  for  to  honge  vpon  a  tre 

Bot  yirgineus  of  his  grete  Pite  272 

Praide  for  him  pat  he  was  exiled 

And  elles  certes  he  hadde  be  by-gilede 

The  remenant  were  honged  more  and  lease 

That  consented  were  to  piB  cursednesse  276 
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Here  maye  men  see  how  sinne  ha^  his  merite 

Be  war  for  no  num  wote  howe  god  wil  smyte 

In  no  degre  ne  in  wyche  maner  wise 

^6  werme  of  conscience  wil  arise  280 

Of  wikked  lif  ^nhe  it  so  pnue  be 

]>at  no  man  woot  of  it  hot  god  and  he 

Whe)yer  he  be  lewde  man  or  lerede 

He  note  howe  sone .  he  maie  bee  aferde  284 

Ther-fore  rede  .L  jowe  ^is  counsel  take  [Imt its] 

For-6ake]>  sinne  ar  sinne  ^oue  for-sake 

Bzplioit  fitbnla  llAguftn  ThineoTum 
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Owre  Oste  gan  swere  as  he  war^  wode 
Harrowe  quod  he  be  Nayles  and  be  blode  288 

This  was  a  cussed  ]>ef  a  fals  Justice 
A  schendful  de])e  as  hert  can  deuise 
So  fal  Ypon  his  body  and  his  bones  [*] 

pe  deuel  .L  be-ken  him  al  att  ones  [*]  292 

Alas  to  dere  bouht  sche  hir  beute 
Wherefor  .1.  seie  ]>at  al  men  maie  see 
^t  3if tes  of  fortune  or  of  Nature 

Be^  cause  of  de])e  of  mony  a  creature  296 

Hire  beute  was  hir  depe  .L  dare  wele  seine 
Alas  how  pitously  as  sche  was  sleine 
Bot  here-of  wil  .1.  nouht  precede  as  nowe       [spurious] 
Men  haue  ful  often  more  harme  ]>an  prowe  300 

Bot  trewly  myne  owen  maister  dere 
This  is  a  pitous  tale  for  to  here 
Bot  na])eles  pas  ouer  is  no  force 

.1.  praie  to  god  to  saue  ]>i  gentil  corps  304 

And  ]>ine  yrinals  and  fi  lordanes 
]}ine  ypocras  and  ]>ine  Galiounes 
And  euery  box  ful  of  ]>ine  letuaiie 

God  blesse  hem  and  oure  lady  seint  Mary  308 

So  mot  .1.  ^e  ^ou  ert  a  propre  man 
And  ylike  a  prelate  *  be  seinte  Eunyan 
Sayd  .1.  nouht  wele  can  .1.  nought  speke  in  terme 
Bot  wele  .1.  wote  ^ou  doste  myne  herte  to  erme  312 

^at  .1.  almost  haue  cauht  a  cardiacle 
Be  corpus  bones  bot  ^iue  .T.  haue  triade 
Or  elles  a  drauht  of  moiste  and  come  ale 
Or  bott  .1.  here  a-none  a  meri  tale  316 
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Mjne  hert  is  loste  for  pete  of  ^is  maide 

Thowe  belamy  lobefi  Pardoner  he  saide 

Tel  vs  sum  Merthes  or  lapes  riht  anone 

It  schal  be  do  quod  he  be  seinte  Ninione  320 

Bot  first  quod  he  here  at  pia  ale  stake 

.L  wil  bo^  drinke  and  ette  of  a  kake 

Bot  riht  anone  peB  gentiles  begon  ia  crie 

Nay  lat  him  tel  ts  of  no  Rebaudie  324 

Tel  Ys  same  Moral  ]>inge  p&t  we  mowe  lere  Detfi7s,iMck] 

Some  wytt  and  ^an  wiH  we  gladly  here 

.1.  graan[t]  y-wysse  quod  he .  bot  .1.  most  ^nke 

Yppon .  sum  honest  ])inge  whiles  ]?at  .L  drinke  328 

Explicit  Prologni  quMtorii 
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LOrdynges  quod  he  in  cherches  whan  .1.  preche 
.1.  peyne  me  to  haue  an  haunteine  speche 
Hereynge  ouie  as  rounde  as  go])e  a  heXt 
Fgr  .1.  kan  be  roote  ]>at  .1.  teli  332 

My  teme  is  alweie  one  and  ener  was 
Radix  omnium  malorum  est/  cupiditaa  f 
fferst  .1.  pronounce  weuse  ]>at  .1.  come 
An[d]  ]>an  my  billes  schewe  .1.  al  and  so^nme  336 

Oure  liege  lorde  seal  is  my  patent 
^at  schewe  J.  first  my  body  to  warent 
^at  no  man  be  so  bolde  preste  ne  clerke 
Me  to  destorble  of  cristes  holy  werke  340 

And  after  pat  tel  .1.  for)ye  my  tales 
Bulles  of  popes  and  of  Cardinales 
Of  Patriarkes  and  of  Bischopes  .1.  schewe 
And  in  latine  .1.  speke  wordes  a  fewe  344 

To  sauem  wi^  my  predicaciofie 
And  for  to  ster  men  to  deuociofie 
fan  schewe  .1.  for])e  my  longe  cristal  stones 
Y-crammed  ful  of  cloutes  and  of  bones  348 

Kelekes  ^ei  buen  as  ween  pel  euerychon 
Than  haue  .1.  in  laton  a  scholdere  bone 
Whiche  ]?at  was  an  holy  lewes  schepe 
Goodmen  saie  .1.  take|)e  of  my  wordes  kepe  352 

If  yat  ]>is  bone  bue  wasche  in  any  welle 
Of  cowe  or  calfe  schepe  or  oxe  swelle 
bat  worme  habe  y-ete  or  y-stonge  ,  ^^^.?^*yi^^ 

'  '^    ^  JO  {not  in  AddU,»,nm 

[Take  watir  of*  that  welle  and  wasshe  his  tonge  ^]         356 
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Touche  he  ^is  bone  anone  lie  schal  be  sonnde 

And  3it  also  for])ermoref  of  pokkes  &  scabbes  &  of  euery  sore. 

Schal  enery  schepe  be  hole  )»at  of  p'lB  weli 

Drenke)^  a  drawht  of  take^  kepe  what  .1.  teH  360 

Wil  Guery  wyhte  er  pat  fe  koke  him  crowe^ 

And  do^e  )»inge  ]>at  him  owe^ 

ffastynge  drinke  of  J^is  welle  a  drauht 

And  ])ilke  holy  lewe  oore  helders  ones  tanht  3G4 

His  bestes  and  his  store  schal  mnlteplie 

And  sires  also  it  hele])  lelousye  [inr  it4] 

And  ])Ouhe  a  man  be  fsd  in  lelowsie  lage 

Lat  make  wi)y  ]>is  water  his  potage  368 

And  neuer  schal  he  more  his  wif  mestruste 

^ouhe  he  ]>e  so^  a  defaate  by  hire  wiste 

Al  hadde  sche  taken  prestes  tueyne  or  pre 

Here  is  a  Metaine  eke  ^e  maye  see  372 

He  p&t  his  honde  wil  pat  in  pai  Metane 

He  schaH  haue  multipliinge  of  his  greine 

Whan  he  ha])e  sowen  be  it  whete  or  otes 

So  ^at  of  pens  o]>er  of  grotes  376 

And  men  and  wemmen  o  ]>inge  warn  .1.  ^owe 

If  any  whight  be  in  ^is  cherche  nowe 

pat  ha]>  done  sinne  orrible  ^at  he 

Dare  nouht  fo[r]  schame  schriuen  be  380 

Or  any  womman  be  sche  jonge  or  olde 

^at  ha]>  ymaad  hir  hnsbond  cokwolde 

Suche  folke  schal  haue  no  powere  no  gmce 

To  offer  to  my  relikes  in  ^is  place  384 

And  who  so  finde]^  him  oute  of  suche  blame 

^ei  wil  come  yp  and  offer  in  goddes  name 

And  .1.  assoile  him  be  ^e  auctorite 

Suche  as  be  bul  was  graunted  me  388 

Be  pla  Gaude  haue  .1.  wonne  eu<?9-y  ^ere 

An  .C.  mark  se]>en  .1.  was  pardonere 

.1.  stonde  like  a  clerke  in  mony  a  pulpitt 

And  schewe  ]ie  lewde  peple  and  doune  pei  sitt  392 
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.L  preche  so  as  36  haue  herde  be-fore 

And  tel  an  hiuidre)^  lapes  more 

Than  peyne  .1.  me  to  strecche  forjie  my  nekke 

And  est  and  west  nppon  ]>e  peple  .1.  bekke  396 

As  do]>e  a  done  sittinge  vpon  a  berne 

Mjne  hondes  arid  my  tonge  go  so  3eme 

]>at  it  is  loye  to  see  my  besinesse 

Of  avarise  and  suche  o|)er  cuisednesse  400 

Is  as  Mi  preccheinge  to  make  bem  fre 

To  jene  here  pens  namely  vnto  me 

For  myne  entent  is  noubt  bot  for  to  .wynne 

And  no  ^inge  for  correction  of  sinne  404 

.1.  reke  nener  wban  pai  pei  be  buried 

^oube  ])at  here  sonles  gone  a  blakberied 

For  certes  mony  a  predicacione 

Soune]>  oft  time  of  ynel  entencione  408 

[Somme  for  plesance  of  folk*  and  for  flaterie  [Addit  86,718,  an  (/im] 

To  ben  auaunsed  for  ypocresye 

And  somme  for  veynglory  and  somme  for  hate    iu«if^  baeki 

fTor  when  I  dar  nought  oother  weys  de-bate  412 

Thenne  wolly  stynge  him  with  my  tunge  smert 

I  preching  and  that  he  shal  nought  astert 

To  ben  defamed  fSalsly  if*  that  he 

Hath  trespased  to  myn  britheren  other  to  me  41 G 

ffor  though  I  telle  nought  his  propre  name 

Men  shal  wel  knowe  that  hit*  is  the  same 

Bothe  by  seignes  and  oother  circumstaunces 

Thus .  rule  I  folk*  that  doth  vs  displesances  420 

Thus  spitte  I  myn  venym  vnder  hewe 

Of  holinesse  to  seme  holy  and  trewe 

But  shortly  myn  entent  wol  I  deuyse 

I^  preche  of  no  thing*  but*  of  Coueytise  p  ?  lis  itr] 

Ther-fore  my  teme  is  jet  and  euer  was 

Badix  malorum  est  cupiditas 

Thus  kan  I  preche  ayayns  that  same  vice]  ZKiMitMEexiraetttops^ 

Suche  |)at  J.  yse  and  psX  is  of  auarice       Oftf  i74,b«ckj     428 
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Bot  yeihe  .1.  me  self  be  gilte  in  ^at  sinne 

3it  kanne  .1.  maake  o^r  folke  to  wynne 

Fiomme  auarice  and  sore  to  repent 

Bot  ^at  nes  nonht  myn  prmcipal  entent  432 

.1.  preche  no  ^inge  bot  for  Couetise 

Of  ]>is  matiere  it  oujte  ynowhe  soffise 

]>an  tel  .L  of  ensamples  many  one 

Of  Olde  stories  longe  time  agone  436 

For  lewde  peple  lonen  tales  olde 

Whiche  ^inges  can  ]»ei  wele  reporte  and  holde 

What  trowe  ^e  whiles  ^at  .1.  maie  preche 

And  Wynne  gold  and  sUuer  for  .1.  teche  440 

]>at  .1.  wil  leue  in  poaert  wilfully 

Kay .  nay  .1.  ]>ouht  it  nener  treulyo 

ffor  .L  preche  and  begge  in  sundre  landes 

.1.  wil  nouht  do  no  labour  ynp  myn  handes  444 

An[d]  make  basketes  and  leue  ^ere-bye 

Be-cause  .L  wil  nouht  bigge  ydelye 

.L  wil  none  of  ]>e  aposteles  counterfete 

.1.  wil  haue  mony  chese  and  whete  448 

Al  were  it  jeuen  of  ^e  porest  page 

£y])er  of  ]>e  pourest  wedowe  in  a  yilage 

Al  schold  hir  childeme  sterue  for  famyne 

Naj  .1.  wil  drinke  fe  lycoure  of  fe  vine  452 

And  haue  a  loly  wenche  in  euerych  toune 

Bot  herkene]>  lordynges  in  condusione 

3oure  lykeinge  is  ))at  .1.  schal  tel  a  tale 

Kowe  J.  haue  dro[n]ke  a  drauhte  of  Come  ale  456 

Be  god  .1.  hope  .1.  schal  tel  30we  a  ])inge 

]>at  schal  be  reson  biene  at  ^oure  lykeinge 

ffor.  ^uhe  my  self  be  a  f  ul  vicious  man 

A  more.-il  tale  jit  .1.  jowe  telle  can  4G0 

Whiche  .1.  am  wont  to  preche  for  to  wynne 

Now  holde  joure  pes  my  tale  J.  wil  beginne . 

[no  breaJc  in  the  MS.] 
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(1  AOdiL  tS,718  reada  **  And  lach*  oother  dliwn  mlMrhMmoM",  httfK} 


"N  flaundres  whilom  was  a  compaignie 
Of  ^onge  folke  ]>at  hawten  folye  464 

As  Riott .  Hasard .  stewes .  and  tanems 


P  Where  as  witJi  harpees  lutes  and  gytemes]  ^j^      ^^ 


] 

■     pel  daunce  and  pleie  and  dise  bojre  dale  and  nyht 
I     And  eten  and  dienke  al-so  ouer  al  here  myht       468 

.  M.  Thorwhe  wbiche  ]>ei  done  ]»e  denel  sacrifise 

TViJhinne  pe  deueles  temple  in  cursed  wyse 

The  superfluys  abhomynable  pcaf  ns] 

Here  o^  bene  so  grete  and  dampnable  472 

]>at  it  is  grisely  for  to  here  hem  swere 

Oure  bliBsed  lordes  body  ^ei  to-tere 

Hem  ])Ouht .  lewes  rent  him  nouht  ynowhe 

And  yche  of  hem  att  o^er  sinnes  lowhe  476 

And  riht  anone  ^an  came  tomblesters 

ffetis  and  smal  and  jonge  fruytsters 

Singers  wi^  harpes  baudes  waferes 

Such  bien  fe  deuel  officiers  480 

To  kendel  and  blowe'^e  fire  of  lychery 

y&t  is  annexed  to  glotonye 

pe  holy  writte  take  .1.  to  wittenesse 

pai  lycherie  is  in  wyne  and  dronkennesse  484 

Lo  howe  ]>at  dronken  lothe  vnkindelye 

Lay  be  his  douhtres  tuo  vnweteynglye 

So  dronke  he  was  he  nest  what  he  wrouht 

And  per£oTe  sore  repent  him  ouhte  CwrAwt]  4876 

Herodes  who  so  wil  pe  story  seche  488 

^ere  male  30  leren  and  be  ensample  toche     CwHpw]      488& 
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Whan  he  of  wine  was  replete  att  his  feste  489 

Eiht  att  his  owen  table  ^af  his  heste 

To  slene  pe  Baptiste  lohn  ful  gilteles 

Senec  aeiye  eke  good  wordes  douteles  492 

He  8ei))e  he  kan  no  difference  finde 

£e-taex  a  man  ]>at  is  oate  of  his  mynde 

And  a  man  ]>at  is  drongelewe 

Bot  wodenes  is  Mne  in  a  schrewe  496 

P&rseaeTe]^  longer  ^an  do]>  dronkenneese 

O  glotony  ful  of  coisednesse 

O  cause  firste  of  oure  conf  usione 

O  originale  of  owre  dampnacione  500 

To  criste  hadde  bouht  owte  wi^  his  blode  a3eine. 

Lo  howe  dere  and  schortly  was  to  seine 

A-houte  was  ]ie  cursed  velanye 

Cormpte  was  al  ^is  werld  ^ruhe  glotonye  504 

Adam  oure  fadere  and  his  wif  also 

Fro  paradise  to  labour  and  to  woo 

Were  dreue  for  jmt  yice  it  is  no  drede 

For  whiles  ]>at  adam  fasted  as  .1.  rede  508 

He  was  in  paradise  &  whan  ]>at  hee 

Ete  of  ye  fruyte  defended  on  a  tree 

Anone  he  was  out  cast  to  woo  and  pyne  DMrm,  lark] 

O  glotonye  on  ^e  wele  ouht  vs  to  pleine  512 

O  wist  a  man  howe  many  maladies 

Folowe]>  of  excesse  and  of  glotonies 

He  schold  be  ]>e  more  mesurable 

Of  his  Diet  sittinge  att  ^e  table  516 

Alas  ye  schort  ^rote  ]>e  tender  mou^ 

Make]>  ]»at  est  aTid  west  Nor^  and  sou^ 

In  erye  in  eyre  in  water  men  to  swynke 

To  gette  a  gloton  Mete  and  drinkge  520 

Of  yis  matiere  o  paule  wele  cans  yon  entrete 

Metee  yn-to  wome  and  wombe  eke  \n-to  mete 

Schal  god  discriuen  hoye  as  poule  seijie 

Alas  a  foule  ^inge  it  is  be  my  ieiye  524 
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To  seie  fis  worde  and  fouler  is  f e  dede 

Wiien  men  8o  drenken  of  ]>e  white  and  of  pe  rede 

Jpat  of  his  ])rote  he  maade  his  prinetee 

J^oruhe  pilke  cursed  sup^rfluyte  528 

pe  Appostell  wepeinge  aeipe  fill  pitously 

])ere  walken  mony  of  whiche  joue  tolde  haue  .1, 

.1.  saye  it  nowe  wepeinge  wi^  pitous  voice 

There  bien  enmyes  of  cristes  croice  532 

Of  whiche  ]>e  ende  is  depe  fe  wombe  is  hire  god 

O  wombe  o  holy  o  stinkinge  cod 

Fulfilled  of  donge  and  of  corrupcione 

Att  ey)ye[r]  ende  of  fe  foule  is  pe  sonne  536 

Howe  grete  cost  and  laboure  is  to  finde 

]>es  cokes  howe  ]>aie  stame  and  striue  and  grinde 

And  tume  substance  in-jto  accident 

To  fulfil  al  ]>i  lykorous  talent  540 

Oute  of  pQ  harde  bones  knoko  peie 

Je  mery  for  fei  cast  nouht  aweie 

p&t  male  go  ])oruh  pe  golet  soft  and  swote 

Of  spicere  of  leues  barke  and  rote  544 

Schal  be  his  sauce  be  maade  be  delite 

To  maak  him  jitt  a  newer^  appetite 

Bot  certes  he  Jmt  haunte)^  suche  delices 

Id  dede  whiles  pot  he  leue]>  in  pe  vices  548 

A  lycherous  ))inge  is  wyne  and  dronkennesse 

Is  ful  of  stryueynge  and  of  wrechednesse 

0  dronken  man  disfigured  is  ^i  face . 

Foul  is  )yi  bre)y .  foule  ert  ^ou  to  embrace  552 

And  ^oruhe  ]>i  drongen  nose  seme)>e  ^i  soune  Oo^  mi 

As  |K)uhe  povL  SLj  said  Samson  samsouTze 

And  ^it  goode  wotte  Samson  dranke  neuer  wyne 

poxi  falest  as  a  dronken  swyne  556 

]>i  tonge  is  loste  and  al  )yine  honest  cures 

For  dronkenes  is  verreie  sepultures 

Of  mannes  witte  and  his  discrecion 

In  whome  pat  drinke  ha)y  domtnacion  560 
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He  can  no  counsel  kepe  it  is  no  drede 

Now  kepe  ^owe  fro  fe  white  and  fro  pe  reeUe 

Namely  fro  J»e  white  wyne  of  lepe 

^at  is  to  sel  in  fische  strete  or  in  chcp  56i 

pia  wyne  of  Spayne  crepe^  Sotelly 

In  o^r  wynes  groweinge  fast  by 

Of  whiche  fere  risej»  suche  fumosite 

^at  whan  a  man  h&p  dronke  drauhtes  ^re  568 

And  wenej»  ^at  he  be  att  home  in  chepe 

He  is  in  spayne  riht  atte  ^e  tonne  of  lepe 

Kouht  att  J»e  Bochel  ne  att  Boideux  toune 

And  jMin  wille  ^ei  seyn  Sampsofie  Sampsons  572 

Bot  herken  lordeynges  o  words  .L  )ow  preie 

])at  al  ^e  souereigne  attes  dar  J.  seie 

Of  victories  in  fe  olde  testamenf 

)>at  ]K)nihe  verrey  god  pat  is  omnipotent*  576 

Weere  done  in  abstinence  and  in  preiere 

Loke  pe  bible  and  pere  )e  maie  it  leere . 

Loke  Atthela  ^e  grete  conqueroure 

Deyed  in  his  slepe  wi^  schame  and  dishonoure  580 

Bledeynge  aye  att  is  nose  in  dronkenesse 

A  Capeteigne  schold  leue  in  sobnmesse 

And  ouer  al  ^is  a-Tise  jow  riht  wele 

What  was  comand  m-to  Lamuele  584 

Kouht  Samuel  bot  Lamuel  saie  .1. 

Eede^e  ^e  bible  and  finde^  it  expresly 

Of  wyne  jifinge  to  hem  ^at  han  lustico 

Ko  mor  of  ^is  for  it  mai  wele  suffice  588 

A  now  ^at  .1.  haue  spoke  of  glotonye 
Kowe  wil  .1.  defend  )owe  hasardye 
Hasard  is  verreye  moder  of  lesinges 

And  of  deceyte  Cursed  forswereinges  592 

Blaspheme  of  criste  and  mansleinges  also 
Of  bataile  oft  time  and  of  o^r  mo 

It  is  repreue  and  contrarie  to  honours  f]eafi7a.iMck] 

i^OT  to  be  holde  a  coT^imune  hasardoure    ■  596 
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And  euer  pe  hihere  he  his  of  state 

^e  more  yhalden  is  he  dissolate 

If  ^at  a  pnnce  vse  hasaidie 

In  al  gou^mance  and  al  policie  600 

Ho  is  as  be  commune  opinioil 

.L-halde  pe  lasse  in  reputaciofi 

[Stilbon  that  was  Ihftlde  a  ins  Embassetour 

Was  sent  into  Corynthe  with  ful  gret  honour]    ^?fi;"'''^?5 

ffro  Calidonye  to  maken  hem  alleai^nce 

And  whan  he  cam  him  happed  ^is  chaunce 

That  al  pe  grettest  ^at  were  of  ^is  lande 

Pleynge  att  ^e  Hasard  he  hem  fande  G08 

For  whiche  as  sone  as  ^at  miht  be 

He  stale  him  home  a3eine  to  his  contre 

And  seide  ^ere  .1.  wold  nouht  lese  my  name 

.1.  wil  nouht  take  on  me  so  grete  defame  612 

5owe  for  to  alleye  to  none  hasardoures 

Sende]^  o^ere  wise  embassadoures 

For  be  my  trouj^e  me  were  leuer  deye 

ptiQ.  .1.  to  30we  hasadoures  scholde  alleye  616 

For  je  )>at  bien  so  glorious  in  honoures 

SchaU  noi^t  alleye  jowe  wi|)  asardoures 

As  be  my  witt  ne  as  be  my  trete 

This  wise  phllosophre  pMs  seide  to  me  620 

Looke  ^ou  vse  no  pleie  of  dees  in  ]7in  house 

Looke  eke  ^at  pe  kinge  demetrius 

Sent  him  a  paire  of  dees  of  golde  in  scoren 

For  he  hadd  vsed  hasardry  fer  be-fome  624 

For  whiche  he  held  his  glorie  and  renoune 

And  no  yalewe  of  reputacione 

Lordes  myhten  finde  opere  manure  pleie 

Honest  ynouhe  to  driue  pe  daie  a-weie  628 

Now  wole  .1.  speke  of  othes  fals  and  grete 
A  worde  or  tuo  as  o^ere  bookes  trete 
Grete  swereynge  is  a  pinge  abhominable 
And  fals  swereinge  is  more  repreueable  632 
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The  liihe  god  for-bad  swereinge  ait  al 

Wittenesse  of  Mathewe  bot  in  special 

Of  Bwereinge  8ei]?e  holy  leroraye 

Thowe  shalt  sweie  so^  piae  ofea  and  nouht  Ive  636 

And  sweie  in  dome  and  eke  in  lihtwisnesse 

Bot  Idel  swereinge  is  a  cursedenesse 

Be-holde  and  see  fsi  in  fe  iiist  table  [Imt  irn 

Of  hiBe  goddes  hestes  honuiable  640 

How  ^at  fe  secunde  best  of  him  is  J^is 

Take  nouht  my  name  in  Idelnesae  amys 

Lo  ra^r  he  for-bedes  suche  suereinge 

Or  Omyside  or  any  o]>er  Cursed  ^inge  644 

.1.  scie  as  be  order  pus  it  stande]^ 

[This  knoweth  ye  that  hia  hestes  vnderstandeth]  ^^^J^'^^ 

How  ystt  pe  secunde  best  of  god  is  pat 

And  for]7ermore  .1.  wil  |)e  tel  al  plat  648 

^t  vengeance  schal  nouht  parte  fro  his  bona 

^at  of  his  o^  is  so  outrageous 

Be  goddes  precious  hert  and  his  nayles 

And  be  his  blode  ^t  is  in  hayles  652 

Seuen  is  myn  chaunce  and  J^ine  is  fyue  and  pre 

Be  goddes  armes  if  ]k)u  falsly  pleie  me 

This  dagger  schal  J^oruhe  ))ine  hert  go 

This  fruyte  comme]^  of  pe  becched  bones  tuo  656 

Forswereynge .  Ire .  falsenes .  Omycide 

Now  for  pe  loue  of  criste  ^at  for  vs  deide 

Jjenep  ^oure  oj^es  boj^e  grete  and  smale 

And  vripe  good  entent  herkene])  my  tale  660 

Thes  ryetoures  ])re  of  whiche  .1.  telle 

Longe  ar  prime  ronge  any  belle 

Were  sett  hem  in  a  taueme  to  drinke 

And  as  ^ei  satt  ])ei  herde  a  belle  klynke  664 

Be-fome  a  cors  was  cariede  to  his  graue 

])an  one  of  hem  gan  cal  vnto  his  knaue 

Go  bette  quod  he  and  axe  redelye 

What  corps  it  is  ^at  passe]^  fcist  bye  668 
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And  loke  ^at  pone  repoite  his  name  wele 

Sir  quod  pis  boye  it  nedep  neuer  a  dele 

It  was  me  tolde  ar  ^e  cam  here  tuo  owres 

He  was  parde  an  bide  felawe  of  joures  672 

Al  sodenly  was  he  sleine  to  nyht 

For-dronke  as  he  satt  vp  his  benche  vpriht 

Ther  cam  a  pnue  ]>efe  pai  men  clepen  depe 

That  in  his  centre  al  pe  peple  slej^e  676 

And  wi^  his  spere  he  smot  his  hert  a  tuo 

And  went  is  waie  wi])-outen  woides  mo 

And  Maister  ar  ^e  com  in  his  presence  680 

He  ha^e  a  ])oasande  sleine  pia  pestelence  679 

Me  ))inkej)  it  were  necessarie 

For  to  hue  war  of  suche  an  aduersarie  [leaf  177,  back] 

Be]?  rede  for  to  mete  him  euermore 

Thus  taubt  me  my  dame  .1.  seie  no  more  684 

Be  seinte  Marie  seyde  yia  tauemere 

This  childe  aeip  so)>e  for  he  ha])  sleine  to  jete 

Hennes  ouere  a  Mile  wi])-inne  a  gret  village 

Bope  man  and  womman  childe  and  page  688 

I  trowe  his  habitacione  be  pere 

To  been  avisede  grete  wisdome  it  weere 

Ere  pat  he  dide  a  man  dishonoure 

3e  goddes  armes  quod  ))ls  Eietoure  692 

Is  it  suche  pe?dle  wif  him  for  to  mete 

.1.  schal  him  seeke  be  waie  ami  eke  be  strete 

.1.  make .  avowe  be  goddes  deyne  bones 

Herkene))  felawes  we  pre  been  al  ones  696 

Lat  iche  of  vs  holde  vp  his  honde  to  opere 

And  iche  of  vs  be-co^^zme  o]7ers  hvopere 

And  we  wil  sle  p'lB  false  traitur  de]?e 

He  schal  be  sleyne  he  pat  so  mony  8le])e  TOO 

Be  goddes  dignite  ar  it  be  nihte 

To-geder  haue  pea  pve  her  hertes  hihte 

To  leue  and  deie  ilke  of  hem  wif  o])ere 

As  ^ouhe  he  ware  his  owen  sworne  bro])er  704 
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And  ype  ^i  stert  al  dronken  in  fiB  rage 

And  for^e  pei  gone  to-waide  yai  vilage 

Of  whiche  J^e  tauemero  ha^  spoken  be-fome 

And  mony  a  grisely  ofe  fen  haue  pei  swozne 

And  cmtee  bliBsed  bodie  ]>ei  to-rent 

De^  Bchal  be  dede  if  )>at  we  nude  bim  bent 

Wban  ]>ei  baue  gone  noobt  folly  a  myle 

Bibt  as  )»e[i]  wolde  bane  troden  ou«re  a  style 

An  olde  and  a  poner  man  wi^  bem  be  mette 

Tbis  olde  man  M  mekely  bem  grette 

And  seide  )>ns  nowe  lordes  god  jowe  see 

^e  proudeste  of  ^es  ryetonies  ^le 

Ansewaid  i^eine  wbat  carle  wi^  bard  grace 

Wbi  art  ym  al  for-wrapped  sane  ^i  face 

Wbi  leuest  ^a  so  longe  in  so  grete  age 

Tbis  olde  man  gan  loke  in  bis  visage 

And  seid  ^ns  f  for  .1.  can  non^t  finde 

A  man  ^abe<)>at  .L  walked  ynto  ynde 

Key^r  in  Cite  ne  in  village . 

Tbat  wil  cbannge  bis  ^onj^e  for  myne  age      Omt  its] 

And  J^rfore  most  .1.  baue  my  age  stille 

As  longe  time  as  it  is  goddes  wille 

Ne  de)»e  alas  ne  wil  noubt  baue  my  lyue 

^us  waike  .1.  lyke  a  risteles  cbaitif 

And  on  ^e  grounde  wbycbe  is  my  models  gate 

.1.  knok  wi^  my  staf  erly  and  late 

And  seye  leue  moder  lete  me  inne 

Lo  bowe  .1.  wane  boj^e  flescbe  blode  and  scynne 

Alas  wben  scbol  my  lones  bien  att  rest 

Moder  wi^  ^owe  wold  .1:  cbaunge  my  cbest 

Tbatt  in  my  cbambie  longe  time  ba^  be 

3e  for  an  bere  cloute  to  wrappe  me 

Bot  jut  to  me  scbe  wil  noujt  do  ^at  grace 

For  wbicbe  ful  pale  and  welked  is  my  face 

Bot  sires  to  jowe  it  is  no  curtesie 

To  speken  vnto  an  bold  man  vilanye 
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Bot  he  trespas  in  worde  eyj^er  in  dede 

In  holy  write  ^e  maie  ^ouie  self  wele  rede 

Ajeines  an  old  man  hore  vpon  his  hede 

Je  Beholden  arise  wher-for  J.  ^if  ^owe  rede  744 

Ne  do)>e  nouht  to  an  olde  man  none  hanne  nowe 

Ke  more  ]>an  ^e  wolde  men  dide  to  jow 

In  age  if  ^at .  ^e  so  longe  abide 

And  god  be  wi^e  jowe  whefer  je  goj 

.1.  mote  go  yedet  fei  as  .1.  haue  toj 

l^ay  olde  cherle  be  god  )>oa  schalt 

Saide  fis  o^ere  hasardour  anone         ^*\;^ii^*P  l>i\^ 

Thoa  partes  nouht  so  lyhtly  be  seint  lohfi 

Thon  spakkest  riht  nowe  of  ^ilke  traitottr  de^j 

That  in  )>is  Coontre  al  ouie  frendes  sle^ 

Haue  here  my  troupe  as  ]k)u  ert  his  aspye 

Tel  where  he  his  or  )k)u  schalt  abye  756 

Be  god  and  be  ^e  holi  sacrament 

For  so]>ely  )>ou  ert  on  of  his  assent 

To  slene  vs  jonge  folke  ^u  fals  )>ef 

Kowe  sire  if  ]?at  it  be  to  .jowe  so  lef  760 

To  finde  de^  tome  vp  ^is  croked  weie 

For  in  )>at .  groue  .1.  laft  him  be  my  feye 

Ynder  a  tre  aiid  feie  he  wil  abide 

Ke  for  )onre  boste  he  wil  him  no  J^inge  hide  764 

See  ^e  ^t  ooke  riht  pere  ^e  schulne  him  finde 

God  sane  jowe  ^at  bouht  ^eine  mankinde  DMfi78»b*ck] 

And  jowe  amend  \>vls  seide  ^is  olde  manne 

And  euery  of  fes  ryetours  ranne  768 

Til  ^ei  came  to  ^e  tree  and  fere  ])ei  fonde 

Of  flerens  fyne  of  gold  y-koyned  rounde 

Wele  nyhe  a  .v^.  buschels  as  hem  ))Ouht 

No  longere  yajo.  afber  de)>e  pel  souht  772 

Bot  iche  of  hem  was  so  gladde  of  pe  siht 

For  ^at  ^e  floreyns  so  faire  bien  and  briht 

)>at  doone  ^i  sett  hem  be  fe  precious  horde 

The  werst  of  hem  ^o  spak  ^e  first  worde  776 
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Bre)»eme  qiiod  he  takejy  kepe  whait  .1.  seie 

My  witie  is  grete  J^ouhe  ^at  .1.  botirde  and  pleie 

This  tresor  ha^  forian  to  vs  ^uen 

In  merye  and  lolite  oure  lif  to  leuen  780 

And  lihtl J  as  it  comme)>  so  wil  we  spende 

£y  goddes  precious  dignite  who  wende 

To  daie  yst  we  scholde  haue  so  faire  a  grace 

Bot  myht  ^is  golde  be  caried  fro  ^is  place  784 

Home  to  my  hoos  o^r  elles  vnto  joures 

^an  myht  we  seie  ^at  it  were  al  oures 

)>an  were  we  in  hihe  felicite 

Bott  trewly  be  daie  it  maie  nouht  be  788 

Men  wold  seie  ^t  we  were  J^eues  stronge 

And  for  owre  owen  tresoure  done  vs  honge 

This  tresore  most  .ykaride  be  by  nyht 

As  wisely  and  as  slely  as  it  miht  702 

Where-for  .1.  rede  lette  loke  amonge  vs  al 

Be  drawe  and  latte  see  where  pe  cutt  wiH  fal 

And  he  ^at  ha]?e  J^e  cutte  wi]^  hert  bli^ 

Schal  renne  to  pe  toune  atid  ^t  fnl  swy^  796 

To  bringe  vs  brede  and  wyne  ful  prtuely 

And  tuo  of  vs  schal  kepe  ful  subtelly 

^is  tresoure  wele  and  if  he  wil  nouht  tariefi 

Whanne  ^at  it  is  nyht  we  woUen  ]»&  tresor  kariefi        800 

Be  one  assent  where  as  vs  lust  beste 

An  kuttes  one  of  hem  brouht  in  his  fiste 

And  badde  hem  drawe  and  loke  on  whome  it  wolde  fatt 

And  it  feH*  oil  pe  congest  of  hem  aH  804 

And  for^  towarde  ^e  toune  he  went  anone 

And  also  sone  as  he  was  gone 

The  tone  of  hem  spake  J^us  vnto  pe  to^re 

Thou  wost  wele  p&t  fon  ert  myn  owen  swome  broJ»ere  i\tn9} 

Tliin  profite  wil  .1.  tel  ^e  anone  809 

TIiou  woste  wele  ^at  oure  felawe  is  gone 

And  here  is  golde  and  p&t  ful  grete  plente 

))at  it  schal  departed  be  amonges  vs  ^re  812 
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Bot  na|)ele8  if  .1.  can  schapo  it  so 

^at  it  departed  weere  a-monge  vs  tuo 

Hadd  .1.  nou3t  done  a  frendes  tome  to  pe 

That  opere  answerde  .1.  note  howe  J>at  myht  be  816 

.1.  wote  ^at  J>e  golde  is  owre  tuo 

What  schol  we  seie  what  schold  we  do 

SchaH  it  be  counseile  seide  )>e  first  schrewe 

And  J.  schal  tel  in  wordes  fewe  820 

That  we  schal  done  and  bringe  it  wele  aboute 

J.  grant  quod  paX  of  ere  oute  of  doute 

Jat  be  my  treu^e  .1.  %viH  Je  nouht  be-wreye 

Now  quod  fe  first  ^ou  woste  wele  we  be  tueye  824 

And  tueyne  of  ts  schal  stronger  bien  pun  one 

Looke  whan  he  is  sett  and  p&t  anone 

Arise  as  ^ou  woldest  wi|)  him  pleye 

And  .1.  schal  renne  him  ^oruhe  fe  sides  tueye  828 

Whiles  ]?at  fou  stroglest  wij»  him  in  game 

And  wi^  fi  dagger  loke  ]?ou  do  pe  same 

And  ^anne  schal  al  \fis  golde  departed  be 

My  dere  firende  be-tuex  me  and  \>e  832 

Than  maie  we  bo^e  oure  lustes  fulfille 

And  pleie  att  dees  riht  att  oure  owen  witi 

And  \fua  accorded  bien  fe  schrewes  tueye 

To  sle  ye  ^redde  as  ^e  herd  me  seie  836 

yla  jongest  whiche  ^at  went  to  pe  toune 

Ful  oft  in  hert  he  roUeJ)  ype  and  doune 

)>e  bewte  of  fea  floreines  newe  and  briht 

O  lorde  qvod  he  if  so  were  fat  .1.  myht  840 

Al  fiB  tresore  winne  to  my  self  alone 

pere  is  no  man  ))at  \euep  vnder  fe  throne 

Of  god  J^at  schold  leue  as  mery  as  .1. 

And  att  fe  last  fe  fende  oure  enemy e  844 

Put  in  his  J^ouht  J^at  he  scholde  poyson  bye 

W/t/t  whiche  he  miht  sleyne  his  felawes  tuej'e 

For  whi  f  e  fend  fonde  him  in  suche  leueynge 

That  hadde  leue  him  to  soiwo  bringe  848 
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For  ^is  was  vtterly  his  entent 

To  slene  hem  bo)>e  and  neuer  to  repent  pMf  i79,  uekj 

And  for^e  he  go]w  No  longer  wold  he  tarje 

In-to  pe  tonne  vn-to  a  potecarie  852 

And  preide  him  yai  he  wold  him  sefi 

sum  poyson  |>at  he  myht  his  rattes  qweH 

And  eke  ^ere  was  a  polkat  in  his  hawe 

]>at  as  he  seide  his  capons  hadd  y-slawe  856 

And  seide  he  wold  wreken  him  if  he  myht 

Of  vermyn  ^at  destroyed  him  be  nyht 

The  potecary  anseward  ^ou  schalt  haiie 

A  ^inge  ^at  als  god  my  soule  sane  860 

In  al  ^is  werlde  yer  nys  no  creature 

^at  eten  or  dranke  ha]>  of  ^is  confectiire 

Kot  hot  ))e  mountance  of  a  come  of  whete 

^at  he  ne  schal  anone  his  lif  for-lete  864 

5e  sterue  he  schal  aiid  ^t  in  lesse  while 

)>an  ^ou  wolte  gone  hot  a  pace  not  hot  a  mvle 

This  poyson  is  so  stronge  and  so  violent 

This  cursed  man  ha])  in  his  hande  yhente  868 

])is  poysen  in  a  box  and  se]?en  he  ranne 

In-to  ^e  next  strete  vnto  a  man 

And  borwed  him  large  hotels  ]>re 

And  in  fe  tueyne  ^is  poyson  poured  he  872 

^e  ^redde  he  kcped  clcn  for  his  drinke 

For  al  )>e  nyht  he  schop  him  to  swynke 

In  cariynge  of  pe  golde  out  [of]  ]>at  place 

And  whan  ))is  ryetoure  wi^  sory  grace  876 

Hadde  filled  vrif  him  his  grete  boteles  fre 

To  his  felawes  a^eine  repaire))  he 

What  nede^  it  to  sermon  ferof  more 

For  riht  as  ))ei  had  kast  his  de)>e  to-fore  880 

Iliht  so  fei  haue  him  sleyne  and  pai  anone 

And  whan  j^at  ))is  was  done  ^an  spak  pe  tone 

Kowe  lat  vs  drinke  and  sitte  and  make  vs  mer^^e 

And  afterward  we  woUen  his  body  berye  884 
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And  efteward  it  happed  him  percas 

To  take  ]>e  hotel  ]>er-in  ]>e  poyson  was 

And  diange  and  ^ane  his  felawe  drinke  also 

For  whiche  anone  )>ei  storuen  ho^  tuo  888 

Bott  certcs  .1.  suppose  )Mit  Aucyenne 

Wrote  neuer  in  no  canon  ne  in  no  fenne 

No  wonder  sorwes  of  enpoysonynge . 

Thus  hadde  {^es  wriches  tuo  herd  endeinge      D««ri80]     892 

Thus  ended  huen  )>e8  homicides  tuo . 

And  eke  ))e  false  empoysonere  also 

0  cuTsede  sinne  fill  of  cursednesse 

0  tndtouies  homicideres  o  wikkednesse  896 

O .  glotony .  0  luxurye  o  hasardye 

)}ou  hlasphemer  of  crist  wi^  velanye 

And  o))es  grete  of  vsage  and  of  pride 

Alas  mankinde  howe  may  it  betide  900 

Thereto  fine  Creatowr  whiche  fat  f e  wrouht 

And  wij>  his  precious  blode  fe  bouhte 

Thowe  ert  so  fals  and  so  vnkinde  alas 

Nowe  good  men  god  for-jeue  ^owe  ^ouie  trespas  904 

And  war  30we  fro  fe  sinne  of  Auarice 

Myne  holy  pardon  may  30W  al  warissche 

So  fat  )e  ofer  nobles  of er  sterlinges 

Ofere  elles  siluer  spones  broches  or  ringes  908 

Bowef  )owie  heued  vnder  f  is  holy  bulles 

Commef  ype  )e  wives  and  offer  ^oure  wolles 

5oure  name  .1.  entre  here  in  my  roUe  anone 

In-to  fe  blisse  of  heuen  schole  )e  gone  912 

.1.  30we  assoile  be  myne  hihe  pouera 

5e  fat  woUen  o£fere  as  clene  and  eke  as  clere 

As  30  weer  borne  and  sires  lo  fus  .1.  preche 

And  ihera  crist  fat  is  oure  sowles  leche  916 

So  grount  30we  his  pardon  to  receyve 

For  fat  is  best  .1.  wil  jowe  nouht  deceyve 

Bot  sires  0  worde  foi^t  .1.  in  my  tale 

•I.  haue  Eeliques  and  pardon  in  my  male  920 
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As  faire  as  any  man  of  yngelonde 

Whiche  were  me  y^eue  be  pe  popes  honde 

If  any  of  30W  wil  of  deuocione 

Offeme  and  baue  myne  absolucione  924 

Commef  for  anone  and  knelejy  adowne  here 

And  je  schal  haue  my  pardon  )»at  is  dere 

Or  elles  iakep  pardon  as  je  wende 

AH  newe  and  frishe  att  euery  tonnes  ende  928 

So  ]>at  je  offiren  alwei  newe  and  newe 

Nobles  and  pens  whiche  )»at  bien  good  and  trewe 

It  is  an  bonur  to  euerycbe  ]>at  is  bere 

^at  30  maye  bane  a  suffisaunt  pardonere  932 

To  assoile  30W  in  contre  as  .1.  ride 

For  aventures  wbicbe  pai  mai  be-tide 

For  paradnenture  peve  maie  fal  on  or  tuo  pMfiM^iMdr] 

Doune  of  bis  bors  and  breke  biB  nekke  a  two  936 

Looke  wbicbe  a  surte  it  is  to  ^owe  al 

))at  .1.  am  in  30ure  feliscbipe  yfal 

))at  maie  assoile  jowe  bo)^  more  and  lasse 

Wban  ^at  )w  soule  fro  ^e  body  passe  940 

.1.  rede  ]>at  oure  oste  scbal  beginne 

For  be  is  most  envolupte  in  sinne 

Comme^  for))e  sire  oste  and  offer  first  anone 

And  )>ou  scbalt  kisse  re  relikes  enerycbone  944 

3e  for  a  grote  vnbokel  anone  ]>i  puree 

Nay  nay .  baue  .1.  ^an  quod  be  cristes  curce 

Lat  be  quod  be  it  scbal  not  be  so  )^icbe 

])0U  woldests  make  me  kisse  J^ine  olde  brecbe  948 

And  Bwere  it  were  a  relik«  of  a  seint 

)}oube  it  were  vrip  ]>i  foundement  depeint 

Bot  be  cros  Jat  seint  Elyne  fonde 

.1.  wold  .1.  bad  ]>i  coylons  in  myne  bonde  952 

In  stede  of  relikes  o^er  of  seyntuarie 

Let  cutt  bem  of  .1.  wil  ]>e  belpe  bem  carie 

Tbei  scbolt  be  schryned  in  an  bogges  torde 

Tbis  pardoner  answerd  noubt  a  words  956 
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So  wrofe  lie  was  lie  nold  no  worde  seie 

Nowe  quod  oure  oste  .1.  wil  no  longer  pleie 

Wif  ^  no  wi)>  none  o}>er  angre  man 

Bott  riht  anone  pe  vroT\>i  knyht  be-gan)  960 

Whan  }>at  he  sawhe  ])at  al  pe  peple  louhe 

Xo  more  of  fis  for  it  is  riht  y-nouhe 

Sire  pardoner  be  meri  and  glad  of  chere 

And  je  sire  oste  ]>at  bene  to  me  so  dere  964 

I  pray  30we  ^at  ^e  kisse  ^e  pardonere 

And  pardoner  .L  praie  )>e  ^at  ^ou  drau  pe  nere 

And  as  we  dide  now  late  vs  lauhe  and  pleie 

Anone  ^i  kisse  and  leden  forj^e  ]>eire  weye  968 

Explicit  fiibnla  questoris  S 
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Inot/n^  prologns    cofiiMiriao,Aac*] 

BOt  yajo.  spak  oore  Oste  vnto  Maister  schipmafl 
Maiater  quod  he  to  vs  aumme  tale  tel  je  call 
Wheie-withe  je  myht  glad  al  J^is  company 
If  it  were  ^uie  pleseinge  .1.  \rote  wele  seknrlje  i 

Sertes  quod  piB  Schipman  a  tale  .1.  can  te& 
And  ]w[r]-foie  herkene^  hjderwaid  how  ^at  .1.  wil  spefi: 

Szpliet^  prologns. 
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Inoipit  fiibnla  Haute  . 

AMarcfaant  whilom  dwelled  att  sein  Denjs  n^f  isu 
That  riche  was  for  whiche  men  helde  him  wys . 
A  wif  he  hadde  of  excellent  beaute 
And  compinable  and  reuarent  was  sche 
Whiche  is  a  J^inge  ])at  cause])  more  dispence 
Then  wor]>e  is  al  fe  chier  and  reuerence«      1 19G 
That  men  haue  done  att  festes  or  at  daunces 
Suche  Salutacions  and  cot^ntenaunces 
Passe)»  as  do^e  ]>e  schadowe  on  a  wi^ 
Bot  woo  is  him  y&t  paie  most  for  att  1200 

The  Cely  husbonde  algates  he  must  paye 
He  moste  vs  clo^e  and  vs  araie 
Al  for  his  owen  wo[r]schip  richelye 
In  whiche  araie  we  dauncen  lolylye  1204 

And  if  ^at  he  nouht  maie  pa^'aduenture 
Or  elles  luste  no  suche  to  endure 
Bot  ^enke^  it  is  waste  and  yloste 

J»at  mot  ano^^re  payen  for  owre  coste  1208 

Or  leue  vs  golde  and  yat  is  panlous 
This  noble  marchant  helde  a  noble  hous 
ffor  whiche  he  had  al  daye  grete  repaire 
ffor  his  largenesse  and  for  his  wif  was  faire  1212 

That  wonder  is  ?  bot  herkene]?  to  my  tale 
Amonges  al  his  gestes  grete  and  smale 
Ther  was  a  monke  a  faire  man  and  a  bolde 
•I.  trowe .  a  ]>erte  wynter  he  was  of  olde  1216 

That  euere  in  one  was  draweinge  to  ^e  place 
This  3onge  monke  ^at  was  so  faire  of  face 
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Aqwejnted  was  so  wi^  ^is  goodman 

Se)>en  ^tt  her  first  knowleche  began  1220 

That  in  his  hons  as  famyHer  was  he 

As  it  is  possible  any  frende  to  be 

And  for  als  machel  as  ye  good  manne . 

And  eke  J»is  monke  of  whiche  ^t  .L  be-ganne.  1224 

Were  bo^  tao  borne  in  o  vilage 

fe  monke  him  clayme  as  for  cosinage 

And  he  i^eine  he  seij)  nouht  ones  naye 

Bot  was  as  glad  ^re-of  as  fonle  of  daye  1228 

ffor  to  his  herte  it  was  a  grete  plesannce 

Thus  bene  ^ei  knytt  wi)>  eteme  alliaunce 

And  ilke  of  hem  gan  o]rer  to  assure 

Of  bro^rhed  whiles  pat  ^eire  lyue  male  endure.  1232 

f&e  was  dan  lohfi  and  namely  of  dispense  [i«f  i8i,tack] 

As  in  ^at  hous  and  ful  of  diligence 

To  do  plasance  and  also  grete  Costage 

He  nouht  forjate  to  jeue  ^e  lest  page  1236 

In  al  ^at  hous  bot  after  here  d^;re 

He  3af  pe  lorde  and  sej^en  al  pe  meyne 

Whan  J^at  he  cam  sum  maner  honest  ^inge 

ifor  whiche  yei  were  al  gladd  of  his  comynge  1240 

As  foule  is  feine  whan  sonne  Tprise|> 

No  more  of  ])is  as  now  for  it  isuffise)> 

Bot  so  be-fel  ^is  marchant  vpon  a  daie 

Schope  him  to  make  rede  his  araie  1244 

Towarde  pe  toune  of  Bmgges  for  to  fare 

To  byen  fere  a  porcion  of  ware 

ffor  whiche  he  ha^e  to  parische  sent  anone 

A  messagier  and  preide  ha]>e  dan  lohll  1 248 

Thas  he  scholde  come  to  seinte  Denys  and  pleye 

"Wip  him  and  wip  his  wif  a  dai  or  tweye 

Are  he  to  bmgges  wente  in  al  wise 

f\B  noble  Monke  of  whiche  .1.  ^we  deuise  1252 

Ha]>  of  his  Abbot  as  him  lust  lycenc 

Be-cause  he  was  a  man  of  hihe  prudence 
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And  eke  an  Oficere  oute  for  to  ride 

To  se  here  graunges  aTid  her  hemes  wide  1256 

And  vnto  Seint  Denys  he  come])  anone 

Who  was  so  welcom  as  my  lorde  dan  lohfie 

Oare  dere  Cosyn  fol  of  Curtasye 

Wit^  him  hrouht  a  labbe  of  Maluese  1260 

And  eke  anojrer  fol  of  goode  vemage 

And  volatile  as  aie  was  his  vsage 

And  ]9us  .1.  lete  hem  ete  and  dringe  and  pleie 

^is  marchant  and  his  monke  a  daie  or  tweie  1264 

The  ]>red  daie  J^is  Marchant  yp  he  rise]> 

And  on  his  nedes  sadly  him  a-Yise)^ 

And  vp  in-to  his  counte  hons  go]>e  he 

To  leken  wi]^  him-self  wel  maie  be  1268 

Of  ))ilke  jere  howe  ]>at  wi]>  him  stode 

And  howe  ))at  he  despended  had  his  goode 

And  if  ]>at  he  encresed  were  or  none 

His  bokes  and  his  bagges  many  one  1272 

He  leyjre  be-for  him  on  his  counteingborde 

fful  riche  was  his  tresore  and  his  horde 

ffor  whiche  fol  fast  his  coonterhous  dore  he  schette  Oifm} 

And  eke  he  nolde  no  man  schold  him  lette  1276 

Of  his  accomptes  for  |)e  mene  time 

And  ))iis  he  sitte  til  it  was  passed  prime 

Dan  lohfi  was  resen  in  )»  mome  also 

And  in  gardyn  wakke)»  to  and  fro  1280 

And  ha]>e  his  ]>inges  seide  deuoutly 

This  good  wif  cam  walkinge  prtuely 

In-to  )9e  Gardeine  |)er  he  walke])  soft 

And  him  Salue))  as  sche  ha))  done  oft  1284 

A  maiden  childe  cam  in  hire  compaignie 

Whiche  att  hir  lust  maie  goueme  and  gye 

ffor  jit  ynder  ])e  jerde  was  \%  maide 

O  dere  Cosyn  myne  dan  lohfi  sche  saido  1288 

What  eyleyfe  jowe  so  raj)e  to  rise 

Nece  q»od  he  hit  ouht  ynouhe  suffise 
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.Y.  hollies  to  slepe  on  a  nyht 

Bot  it  were  for  an  olde  palled  knylit  1292 

As  ben  fes  wedded  men  pot  ly  and  dare 

As  in  a  forme  sitt  alweie  an  hare 

Were  al  for-strauht  wi)»  honndes  grete  and  smale 

Bot  dere  nece  whi  be  ^e  so  pale  1296 

.L  trowe  certes  pat  oure  good  man 

"HApe  jowe  labourde  sejwn  pe  niht  be-gan 

That  )owe  were  nede  to  resten  hastel je 

And  wi]>  ^t  worde  he  louhe  fill  merely e  1300 

And  of  owen  ^onht  he  wex  rede 

])is  f  aire  wif  gan  to  sake  hire  hede 

And  seide  J^us  ?  ^e  god  wote  al  quod  sche 

Kay  cosyne  myne  it  stant  nouht  so  wi]>  me  1304 

ffor  be  ]>at  god  fsi  3af  me  soule  a7id  life 

In  al  ]>e  reme  of  fraunce  is  pere  no  wif 

jMtt  lesse  lust  ha]>e  to  ]>at  sori  pleie 

ffor  .1.  maie  singe  alace  aTid  weilewaie  1308 

pai  .L  was  borne  bot  to  no  whight  quod  sche 

Dare  .1.  nouht  tell  howe  it  stant  wi]>  me 

Wherefore  .1.  )>enke  oute  of  J^is  londe  to  wende 

Or  elles  of  my-selfe  to  make  an  ende  1312 

So  fol  am  .1.  of  drede  and  of  care 

This  monke  be-gan  ypon  ]>is  wif  to  stare 

And  seide  akce  my  nece  god  for-bede 

That  )e  for  any  sorwe  or  for  any  drede  1316 

ffornio  }Owre  self,  bot  telle])  for))e  joure  greffe     [iMfitttbadi] 

Paraduenture  .1.  male  in  joure  meschieffe 

Counsel  or  helpe  and  ^er-fore  telle])  me 

All:  30wre  annoy^e  for  it  schaH  be  secre  1320 

ffor  ofl  my  portos  .1.  make  an  oothe 

^att  neuer  in  my  lif  for  leue  ne  lothe 

I^e  schal  .L  of  no  counsel  ^owe  be-wreye 

The  same  a^eine  to  30 we  .L  seye  1324 

Be  god  and  be  pis  portos  .1.  swere 

J)(nihe  men  wolde  me  al  to  peces  tere 
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Ne  schal  .1.  neuere  for  to  go  in-to  hell: 

Be-wreye  a  worde  of  finge  J)at  me  telt  1328 

Kot  for  no  Cosinage  ne  alliance 

Bot  verreyly  for  loue  and  affiance 

Thus  bue  ))e  swome  and  here  ypon  kist 

And  ekke  of  hem  tolde  o])er6  what  hem  lust  1332 

Cosine  (\uo^  sche  if  .1.  had  a  space 

As  .L  haue  none  and  namely  in  ])is  place 

]^an  wolde  .L  tel  a  legent  of  my  lyue 

What  I  haue  sufferd.sej^en  .1.  was  a  wive  1336 

Wi))e  myne  husbande  al])eihe  he  be  ^oure  cosine 

Nay  qiiod  ]>is  monke  be  god  and  be  seint  Martine 

He  nys  no  moro  cosine  vn-to  me 

llian  is  )»e  leue  ]>at  hauge))  on  ])iB  tre  1340 

.1.  clepe  him  so  be  seinte  denise  in  fraunce 

To  haue  ))e  mor  cause  of  acqueyntance 

Of  jowe  whiche  .1.  haue  loued  specialye 

Abouen  al  wemmen  sekurlye  1344 

This  swere  .1.  nowe  on  my  professiouii 

Telle])  joure  greue  lest  ))at  he  come  a-doufi 

And  haste])  ^owe  and  go  30ure  weie  anone 

My  dere  loue  qiuxl  sche  o  Doun  John  1348 

fful  leue  me  were  ])is  counsel  to  hide 

Bot  out  it  mot  it  maie  longer  abide 

Myne  husband  is  to  me  ])e  werst  man       , 

))at  euer  was  se])en  ))e  werlde  began  1352 

Bot  se]>en  .1.  am  a  wif  it  sitte  nouht  me 

To  telle  no  wyght  of  oure  pn'uete 

JN'ey])er  a  bedde  ne  in  none  o])er  place 

God  schelde  .1.  scholde  tel  it  for  his  grace  1356 

A  wif  ne  schal  nou^t  seine  of  hir^  husbande 

Bot  att  honoure  as  .L  kan  vnder-stonde . 

Saue  vn-to  50 we  ])us  muche  tel  .1.  schaH  o«»f  iss] 

As  helpe  me  god  he  ne  is  nouht  wor])e  att  att  1360 

In  no  degre  ])e  value  of  a  flie 

Bot  jit  me  greue])  most  his  Nygardrye 
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And  wele  je  wote  ^t  wemmen  natniellje 

Desiren  ^inges  seven  as  wel  as  .L  1364 

pej  wolden  fat  husbondes  scholden  be 

Hardy .  and  wyse .  riche .  and  per-U>  fire 

And  boxom  to  bis  wif  and  frescbe  a  bedde 

Bot  be  }&i  ilke  lorde  ^t  for  yb  bledde  1368 

ffor  bis  bonour  miself  to  araie 

A  sonday  next  J.  must  paye 

And  bundrejy  firankes  or  elles  .1.  am  lome 

Jit  were  me  leuer  fat  .1.  were  vnbome  1372 

Tbe  me  were  done  a  sclander  or  velanye 

And  if  myn  hnsbonde  eke  mybt  a^pye 

•L  were  bot  lost  and  perefore  .L  jowe  preye 

Lene  me  pis  somme  and  elles  mot  .1.  deye  1376 

Dan  lobii  .1.  seie  lene  me  ])is  bundref  frankes 

Parde  .1.  wil  noulit  fail  pe  my  ])onkes 

If  fat  )ow  lust  to  do  fat  .1.  50  we  pi'eye 

ffor  att  a  certeyne  daye  .1.  wil  ^owe  peye  1380 

And  do  to  ^owe  wbat  plesance  and  s^ndse 

))at  .1.  maie  do  ribt  as  ^owe  lost  deuise 

And  bot  .L  do  god  take  on  me  vengeaunce 

As  foule  as  badde  Genylofl  of  firaimce  1384 

Tbis  gentil  monke  ansewerd  in  fis  manere 

Nowe  trewly  myne  owen  ladi  dere 

.1.  bane  qi^od  be  on  30 we  so  grete  a  rowf  e 

]>at  .1.  jowe  swere  and  plibt  30 we  my  troufe  1388 

pai  wban  ^oure  busbond  is  to  flaundres  fare 

.1.  wil  deliuer  jowe  owet  of  f  is  werldes  care 

ffor  .1.  wil  bringen  ^owe  an  bundref  firankes 

And  wif  fat  be  caubt  bire  be  fe  schankes  1392 

And  bere  enbraced  barde  and  kissed  ofte 

Gof e  nowe  ^oure  weie  quod  be  al  stQ  and  soft 

And  latt  us  deyne  as  sone  as  euer  we  maie 

ffor  be  my  cbilinder  it  is  pnme  of  fe  daie  1396 

Gofe  nowe  afid  be  as  trewe  as  .1.  scbal  be 

Kowe  elles  god  for-bede  szr  qt^od  scbe 
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And  for)^  sche  gofe  as  gelouB  as  a  pje 

And  badde  ])e  cokes  pat  pei  scholde  hem  bihe  1400 

So  ]>at  men  myht  dyne  a7id  p&t  anone  OMfiss^baok] 

Vp  to  hir  hosbond  is  ]>is  wif  gone 

And  knokke]^  att  his  Counter  boldely 

Que  la  quod  he  peter  it  am  .1.  1404 

Quod  sche  whatt-e  howe  longe  wil  ^e  fast 

Howe  longe  time  wil  je  reken  and  kast 

Joaie  sommes  ^ouie  bokes  and  ^oure  ^inges 

The  deuel  haue  part  on  al  suche  rekenynges  1408 

3e  haue  y-nowhe  parde  of  goddes  sonde 

Comme  doune  to  daie  and  latte  ^oure  bagge  stonde 

Ke  be  }e  nouht  aschamed  p&[t]  dan  lohfl 

Schal  fastinge  al  p\a  daye  Elenge  gone  1412 

What  latt  YS  here  Masse  go  we  dyne 

Wif  qtfod  pis  man  litel  canstowe  deuyne 

The  Corious  besines  J^at  we  haue 

ffor  of  vs  chapmen  so  god  me  saue  1416 

And  be  peX  lorde  pat  called  is  seinte  Ive 

Scarsely  amonges  tuelue  tweyne  schoUen  ]>riue 

Continuly  ksteynge  vnto  oure  age 

We  maye  wele  make  chiere  arid  good  visag  1420 

And  driue  for])e  pe  werld  as  it  maie  be 

And  kepen  oure  estate  in  prtuete 

Til  we  be  dede  or  elles  J^at  we  pleie 

On  pilgrenage  or  gone  out  of  pe  weye  1424 

And  ^re-fore  haue  .1.  grete  necessite 

Vpon  pia  qweinte  werlde  to  aviso  me 

ffor  euer  more  we  must  stonde  in  drede 

Of  happe  and  fortune  in  myne  chapmanhede  1428 

To  flandres  wil  .L  go  to  morwe  att  daye 

And  Come  a^eine  as  sone  as  euer  y  maye 

ffor  whiche  my  dere  wif  J.  pe  be-seke 

As  be  to  eu0ry  wyht  buxum  and  meke  1432 

And  for  to  kepe  oure  goode  be  curiouse 

And  honestly  goaeme  wale  oure  house 
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J)oa  hast  jnouhe  in  euerj  manure  wyse 

J>at  to  a  ^fte  husbonde  maj .  euffiae  1436 

pe  lakkep  none  array .  ne  no  vitaile 

Of  siluer  in  ]>i  puree  poxx  maist  nou3ht  faile 

And  wi]»  ^t  words  his  counter  dore  he  schett 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.]  1440 

And  hastely  a  messe  was  pere  seide 

And  spedely  pe  tables  wer  ylaide 

And  to  pe  dener  fast  ])ei  hem  spedde 

And  richely  ]>is  monke  ^is  chapman  fedde     n««f  im]     1444 

And  after  dener  Dafi  lohfi  Soburlye 

This  chapman  tok  aparte  al  prmely 

He  seide  him  pus  Cosyn  it  stande])  so 

pat  wele  .1.  se  to  brugges  wil  je  go  1448 

God  and  seinte  Austine  spede  30we  and  guyde 

.1.  praie  ^owe  Cosin  wisly  J)at  je  ride 

Goueme])  jowe  also  of  jowre  dyette 

And  temparaly .  and  namely  in  piB  hete  1452 

Be-tuex  vx  tuo  nedej)  no  strange  fare 

ffare  wel  cosin  god  schilde  ^owe  fro  care 

If  any  Jinge  pere  be  be  daye  or  be  nyht 

If  it  lye  in  my  power  and-  my  myht  1456 

^at  3e  me  wil  command  in  any  wyse 

It  shal  be  done  riht  as  je  wil  devise 

0  pinge  er  |)at  je  go  if  J^at  it  maie  be 

.1.  wolde  praie  jow  for  to  lene  me  14G0 

An  .C.  frankes  for  a  weke  or  tweyne 

ffor  certeine  bestes  pai  .1.  most  bye 

To  store  wi])  a  palas  pat  is  owres 

God  helpe  me  so  .1.  wolde  fat  it  were  ^oures  1464 

.1.  schal  nought  fail  surely  of  ray  daie 

Kote  for  .a  .M.  frankes  a  myle  waye 

Bot  lat  pia  ))rQge  be  secre  .1.  30 we  preie 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.]  1468 

And  fare  nowe  wele  myne  owen  Cosine  dere 
Graunt  Mercy  of  30ure  cost  ayid  of  ^oure  chore 
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This  noble  Marchant  gentilli  anone 

Ansewarde  and  seide  o  kosine  Dan  lo^e .  1472 

Kowe  sekerly  |)is  is  a  smaH  request 

Mi  golds  is  joures  whan  J^at  30U  lest 

And  Nouht  onely  my  golde  hot  my  ChafTare 

Take])  what  30we  lest  god  scheld  ))at  ^e  spare  1476 

Bot  o  ))inge  is  ^e  knowe  it  wele  y-nowhe 

Of  cbappemen  ])at  her  mony  is  hir  plouhe 

We  may  creance  whiles  we  haue  a  name 

Bott  goldelesse  for  to  be  is  no  game  1480 

Paye]>e  it  a3eine  whan  it  li^e  in  3oure  ese 

After  my  myht  ful  feine  wod  .1.  30 w  plese 

pes  .0.  frankes  he  fette  for))  anone 

And  pn'uely  he  toke  it  to  dan  lohii  1484 

No  wyght  of  al  J)is  werlde  ne  wiste  of  jjis  lone 

Saueynge  ))is  Marchant  and  dan  lohii  alone . 

Thei  dranken  and  Romen'  and  pleye     [lorBoiiMn]    ciri84,bk] 

Til  ))at  Dan  lohfi  Ride>  to  his  Abbei  1488 

The  morwe  cam  and  for))e  ]>is  marchant  Hide]) 

To  flanders-ward  his  prentis  wele  him  gydej) 

Til  he  cam  in-to  brugge  merily . 

Now  go-])e  ])is  marchant  fast  and  besily  I4il2 

Abonte  his  nedes  and  bi]>e  and  creaunce]> 

He  ney]>er  pley^e  att  pe  dyes  ne  dauncej) 

Bot  as  a  Marchant  schortly  for  to  teH 

He  letej)  his  lyf  and  fere  .1.  late  him  duett  1496 

The  sonday  next  pia  marschant  was  agone 

To  seinte  Denys  y-co»imen  was  Dan  lone 

Whiche  crowe  and  berde  fresche  and  newe  schaue 

In  al  pe  house  per  nas  so  litel  a  knaue  150u 

Ke  no  wyght  elles  pat  he  nas  feyne 

ffor  my  lorde  Dan  lohne  was  comen  a3eine 

And  schortly  to  her  pointe  for  to  gone 

J)i8  faire  wif  accoKleJ)  to  dan  lohii  1504 

And  for  fis  .C.  frankes  he  scholde  al  nyht 

Haue  hire  in  his  armes  bolte  vpriht 
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And  pia  accorde  parformed  was  in  dede 

In  mer^  al  nybt  a  besi  lif  |»ei  lede  1508 

Til  it  was  daie  J^at  Dan  lohfl  went  his  weie 

And  badde  ^  meny3e  fare  wele  and  haue  good  daie 

ffor  none  of  heme  no  wight  in  ^  tonne 

Ha]>e  of  dan  lohfi  riht  none  snspecione  1512 

And  for^  he  ride]>  home  to  his  abbeie 

Or  wher  him  list  no  more  of  him  .1.  seje 

This  Marchant  whan  ^t  ended  was  pe  faire 

To  seint  Denyse  he  gan  to  repaire  1516 

And  wi))  his  wif  he  make])  fest  and  chere 

And  iellef  hire  ^at  chaffer  is  so  dere 

pat  nedes  most  he  maake  a  chenesance 

ifor  he  was  bounden  in  a  reqnenysanoe  1520 

To  paye  .rx.  M.  achildes  anone 

ffor  whiche  ]>is  marcliant  is  wont  to  gone 

To  borwe  of  certeine  frendes  ^t  he  hadde 

A  certeine  and  somme  wi^  him  he  ladde  1524 

And  whan  ]>at  he  was  comen  into  )>e  toune 

ffor  grete  chere  and  grete  affeccione 

Yn-to  Dan  lohfi  him  iirst  go]re  to  pleie 

Nouht  for  to  borwe  of  him  no  moueye  1528 

Bot  for  [to]  wite  aftd  see  of  his  welfare  [laJ'iss] 

And  for  to  tellen  him  of  his  chaffare 

As  frendes  done  whan  ^i  be  me  tie  in  fere 

Dan  lohft.  him  Make))  fest  and  mery  chiere  1532 

And  him  tolde  a^eine  ful  specially 

Howe  he  hadde  bouht  ful  wele  and  graciously 

Thoiiked  he  god  al  hole  his  Marchandise 

Saue  ^at  he  must  in  al  maner  wise  1536 

Maken  a  cheuesans  as  for  his  best 

And  ^an  he  scholde  be  in  loye  ajtd  rest 

Dan .  Anseward  certes  .1.  am  feyne 

))at  30  in  hele  be  comme  home  a^eine  1540 

And  if  ]>at  .1.  were  riche  as  haue  .1.  blisse 

Off  .XX.  M.  scheldes  schold  30  nouht  mysse 
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ffor.  }e  so  kindelj  pia  opei'e  daie 

Lent  me  gold  and  as  .1.  kan .  and  male  1544 

.1.  ])onk6  30  we  be  god  and  be  seint  lame 

Bot .  na^eles  .1.  toke  yn-to  owre  dame 

3oure  wif  att  home  pe  same  golde  ajeine 

ypon  jonre  benche  sche  woote .  it  wele  certeine  1548 

"Be  certeyne  tokenes  pai  .1.  cafl  hir^  tdS 

No  we  be  ^oure  leue  .1.  male  no  longer  dudl 

Oure  Abbote  will:  oute  of  pia  tonne  anone 

And  on  his  company  most  .1.  gone  1552 

Grete  wele  oure  dame  myne  owen  ncce  swete 

And  faire  wele  dere  cosine  til  we  mete 

This  Marchant  wip  ]>at  was  ful  war  and  wise 

Creanced  haj^e  and  eke  paide  in  paiisshe  1556 

To  certeyne  lombardes  rede  in  hire  hande 

The  summe  of  golde  aiid  gatte  of  hem  pe  bande 

And  home  he  go))e  meiy  as  a  papenioye 

ffor  wele  he  knewe  he  stode  in  suche  araie  1560 

pat  nodes  most  he  winne  in  suche  a  viage 

A  .M.  frankes  aboue  al  his  costage 

It  wif  ful  rede  mett  him  att  pe  gate 

As  sche  was  wonte  of  olde  vsage  algate  1564 

And  al  ])at  nyht  in  mer])e  ))ei  be  sette 

ffor  he  was  riche  and  clerely  oute  of  dette 

Whane  it  was  daye  piB  Marchant  gan  embrace 

His  wife  al  newe  and  kist  hir  on  hire  face  1568 

And  ype  he  goj^e  and  makej^e  it  wonder  touhe 

No  more  quod  sche  be  god  ^e  haue  ynowhe . 

And  wantonly  ajeine  wi^  him  sche  pleide  [lotf  im,  bMk] 

Til  att  pe  last  ])is  Marchant  seide  1572 

Be  god  quod  he  .1.  am  a  litel  vrrope 

WiJ)  jowe  my  wif  al-]K>uhe  it  be  me  lofe 

And  wote  30  whye  be  god  as  ))at  .1.  gesse 

ffor  ^e  haue  maade  a  maner  strangenesse  1576 

Be-twex  me  and  my  Cosyne  Dan  loha 

3e  scholde  haue  warned  me  ar  .1.  hadde  gone 
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That  he  had  ^owe  an  .0.  frankes  payede 

Be  rede  token  and  he  him  helde  yuel  apaide  1580 

ffor  ]>at  .L  to  him  spake  of  cheuesaunce 

Me  aemed  soo  as  be  his  countenav nee 

Bot  navies  be  god  heuen  kinge 

.1.  Jyouht  nouht  to  axe  of  him  no  ))inge  1584 

.1.  praie  )»e  wif  ne  do  no  more  soo 

Til  me  alweie  are  ^at  .L  &o  ]>e  goo 

If  any  dettour  ha^  in  myne  absence 

Ypayde  ]>e  lest  ]K>ruhe  ]>i  necligence  1588 

I  myht  him  axe  a  ]>inge  \%i  he  ha^e  paide 

This  wif  was  nouht  afeide  ne  afi&aide 

But  boldely  sche  seide  and  ]>at  anone 

Mary,  y  dify  J^at  fak  monke  dan  lone  1592 

.1.  kepe  nouht  of  his  tokenes  neuer  a  dele 

He  toke  me  certeine  golde  ))iB  wote  .1.  wele 

))at  iyel  ))edom  on  his  monkes  snowte 

ffor  god  it  wote  .1.  wende  wi^uten  doute  1596 

))at  he  it  had  yjeue  me  be  cause  of  jowe 

To  do  ]>ere-wi)ra  myn  honure  and  my  prowe 

ffor  Cosinage  eke  and  for  bele  cheie 

))at  he  ha])  hadde  fol  often  time  here  1600 

Bot  sejyen  .1.  see  .1.  stonde  in  suche  disio3mte 

.1.  wil  answere  yme  to  ^  poynte 

Je  haue  mo  skkker  dettores  J^an  am  J. 

ffor  .1.  wil  paie  jowe  wele  and  redelye  1604 

ffro  daye  to  day  and  if  so  be .  J^at  .1.  faile 

.1.  am  )ouie  wif  score  it  on  my  taile 

And  .1.  schal  paie  as  sone  as  euer  y  male 

ffor  be  my  trou))e  J.  haue  on  myne  araye  1608 

And  nouht  on  waste  bestouede  euerydele 

And  for  .1.  haue  bestowed  it  so  wele 

To  ^oure  honours  for  goddes  sake  .1.  sale 

As  be  nouht  wro]>e  bot  lat  vs  hauhe  and  pleye .  1612 

3e  schoUen  my .  loly  body  haue  to  wedde  p^f  im] 

Be  godde  .1.  wil  nouht  paie  30we  bot  in  bedde 
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ffor-}eue  it  me  myne  oweo  sponse  dere 

Tume))e  liider-warde  and  make))  better  chiere  1616 

This  Marchant  seyhe  ^er  was  do  better  remedye 

And  for  to  chide  it  nere  bot  folye 

Se))en  ^t  pe  ]>iiige  maie  tiouht  amended  be 

Kowe  wif  he  seide  and  .1.  for-jeue  it  ]>e  1620 

Bot  be  pi  life  ne  be  no  more  so  large 

£epe  bette  my  goode  pia  }eue  .1.  pe  in  chaige 

Thus  ende|)  nowe  my  tale  and  god  ys  sende 

Toyleynge  ynouhe  vnto  oure  lyues  ende  1624 

Ezplioit  fitbnla  Haute. 
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Ineipit  prvlopu  PriorisM 

[Mtairiit] 

Wele  saide  be  corpus  dampnus  seide  onre  Oste 
Nove  longe  mot  )k>ii  seile  be  ^is  coste 
Sire  gentil  Maister  gentil  maiinere 

God  jeae  ^e  monke  a  .M.  last  quade  }ere  1628 

A  ha  f  elans  be]>e  war  of  snche  a  lape 
The  monke  put  in  fe  mannes  hode  an  ape 
And  in  his  wives  eke  be  seint  Anstine 
Diaue])  no  monkes  more  vnto  }oure  inne  1632 

Bot  nowe  passe  ouere  &  lat  vs  seke  aboute 
Who  schal  nowe  telle  first  of  al  ]>is  route 
Ano]>er  tale  and  wi^  pai  worde  he  seide 
As  curteysly  as  it  hadde  bue  a  maide  1636 

My  lady  Prioresse  be  ^oure  leue 
So  ^at  .1.  wist  .1.  scholde  30W  not  greue 
.1.  wolde  deme  ^at  30  telle  scholde 

A  tale  next  if  so  were  )»at  30  wolde  1640 

Kow  wil  ^e  Youche-saue  my  lady  dere 
Gladly  quod  sche  and  seide  in  ^is  manere 
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[No  breaks  in  tike  MS  between  the  stanzas,'] 
Indpit  Priorisse  fhbnla 

[The  Prologue.] 

Olorde  oure  lorde  ))i  name  howe  maryelouse 
Is  in  ^  laige  werlde  y-spredde  quod  sche 
ffor  noujt  onely  pi  loude  preciouse 
Pa^formed  is  be  men  of  dignite  1646 

Bot  be  ))e  mou))e  of  childem  pi  bounte 
Parformed  is  for  on  oure  breste  soukeinge 
Some  time  scbewen  pei  J^ine  heriinge  1649 

Wbere-fore  in  loude  as  .1.  kan  beste  or  maie 

Of  f  e  and  of  j?e  white  lylye  floure 

Whiche  ))at  ^e  bare  and  is  a  maide  alweie 

To  tel  a  storye  .1.  wil  do  my  labour  [leaf  iM^bMk]    1653 

Koubte  pat  .1.  maie  encrese  bii'  honour 

fTor  sche  hii*  self  is  honour  and  J)er-to  Rote 

Of  bounte  next  hire  sonne  of  soules  bote  1656 

IT  0  moder  maide  o  maide  moder  fre 

O  busche  vnbemde  bemynge  in  Moyses  siht 

]?at  rauisched  doune  ^  ]>e  deite 

J^ruhe  ))ine  humblesse  pe  gost  ]>at  in  pe  aliht  1660 

Of  whos  verteu  whan  he  in  ]>ine  hert  aliht 

Conceyued  was  J^e  faders  Sapiens 

Helpe  me  to  tel  it  in  J^i  reuerence  1663 

If  Lady  piae  bounte  and  J^ine  Magnificence 

j^tne  yertue  and  ^i  grete  humilite 

pere  maie  no  tunge  expTesse  in  no  science 

ffor  sum  time  ladi  ar  men  pr^e  to  pe  1667 

Thou  gost  be-fome  of  ^ine  benyngnyte 

And  getest  vs  pe  liht  ^oruhe  J^i  praiere 

To  guyden  ys  ynto  J^i  son  so  clere  1670 
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IT  My  konnynge  is  to  wayke  o  blisful  qweene 

ffor  to  declare  pi  grete  worjyinesse 

))at  .L  ne  may  )»  weyht  noubt  suBtene 

Bot  as  a  cbilde  of  twelmo])e  age  or  lesse  1674 

})at  can  yiiiie)»  any  worde  expresse 

Riht  so  fare  .1.  and  Jwrefore  .1.  ^owe  preye 

Gyde]>  my  songe  ^t  .1.  schal  of  3owe  seye  1677 


[THE  TALE.] 

Ther  was  a  Ce  in  a  grete  Cite 
Amonge  ciisten  folk  and  lewre 
Su[s]teynde  be  a  lorde  of  ^t  contre 
ffor  foule  Yser  and  locre  of  velany  1681 

Hatteful  to  criste  and  to  his  compaignye 
And  )»orube  pe  strete  men  mibt  ride  or  wende 
ffor  it  was  and  open  at  eu^re  ende  1684 

IF  A  litel  folke  of  cristen  folke  fere  stode 

Doune  att  ^  fevper  ende  in  whiche  pere  were 

Childem  an  bepe  commen  of  cristes  blode 

^at  in  ^at  scole  ^ere  be  3ere  1688 

Lemed  J^e  doctrine  as  men  ysed  fere 

)^is  is  to  fieie  to  singen  and  to  rede 

As  smale  childem  done  in  here  childehede  1691 

IT  Amonge  fe&  childem  was  a  wedow  sonne 

A  litel  cleigeon  vj.  ^ere  of  age 

))at  daye  be  daie  to  scole  was  his  wonne 

And  eke  also  where  he  sawe  fe  ymage        o«riB7]         1695 

Of  cristes  modere  had  he  in  vsage 

As  him  was  tanht  to  knele  adoune  and  saie 

His  Ane  marie  as  he  gope  be  fe  weie  1698 
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IF  Thus  h&fe  ]>i8  wedowe  hire  lytel  childe  tanht 

Oure  blisfol  lady  cristes  modere  dere 

To  worschipe  aie  and  he  for-^at  it  nouht 

ffe  Cely  childe  wil  al  daie  sone  lere  1702 

£ot  aie  whan  .y.  remembre  me  on  ]>is  Matere 

Seint  Nicholas  stant  euer  in  my  presence 

ffor  he  so  ^onge  to  criste  dide  reuerence  1705 

IT  This  childe  is  litel  booke  lerenynge 

As  he  satt  in  ]>e  scole  att  his  pnmere 

He  alma  redemptoris  herd  singe 

As  childem  lerned  hir  Antiphanere  1709 

And  as  he  dnrste  he  drouhe  him  nere  and  nere 

And  erkened  aye  J^e  wordes  and  pe  note 

Til  he  ]>e  first  vers  con))  al  be  rote  1712 

IT  Nouht  wyste  he  what  ^e  latine  was  to  seie 

£for  he  so  ^onge  and  tender  was  of  age 

Bott  on  a  daie  his  felawe  he  gan  preie 

To  expounen  pis  songe  in  his  langage  1716 

Or  tellen  whi  ^is  songe  was  in  vsage 

This  preide  he  him  to  constrewe  and  declare 

£Ful  oft  time  vpon  his  knees  bare  1719 

If  His  felawe  whiche  ]>at  elder  was  ]»an  he 

Ansewarde  his  ))us  ]>is  songe  .1.  haue  herd  seie 

Was  maked  of  oure  blissed  ladi  fire 

Hir  to  salue  and  eke  hir  to  preie  1723 

To  bene  oure  helpe  and  socour  whane  we  deye 

.1.  can  no  more  expounde  in  pis  matiere 

.1.  leren  songe  .1.  can  bott  smalt  gramere  1726 

V  And  is  J^is  songe  maad  in  reuerence 

Of  cristes  moder  seide  fie  Innocent 

No  we  certes  .1.  wil  do  my  diligence 

To  konne  it  ar  cristenmes  be  went  1730 
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))OTLhe  ^t  .1.  for  my  prsmer  sch&l  be  sclient 

And  schal  be  beten  ^ries  in  an  oure 

.1.  wiH.  it  conne  ouie  lady  for  to  honoure  1733 

IT  HiB  felawe  taubt  him  homward  pn'uely 

fro  day  to  day  til  be  cou)w  it  be  rote . 

And  jMUtme  be  songe  it  wele  and  boldely 

f&o  waide  to  waide  accordeinge  to  ^e  note  Dmtim,  imdkj  1737 

prejB  oil  a  daye  it  passed  ^nihe  bis  ^lote 

To  scolewaid  and  bomwarde  ivben  be  went 

On  cnstes  moder  sette  was  bis  entent  1740 

IT  As  I  bane  seide  ^onibe  oate  pe  lewiye 

This  litel  Cbilde  as  be  cam  to  and  fto 

All  merily  ^an  wolde  singe  and  crye 

On  alma  ledemptoiis  enei  mo  1744 

The  swettnesse  ba^e  bis  berte  perced  so 

Of  cristes  moder  ^at  to  bire  to  preie 

He  can  noubt  stinte  of  singinge  be  ]>e  waie  1747 

IT  Owre  ferst  foo  ^  seipent  Satanas 

J^t  ba]»e  in  lewea  bis  waspes  neste 

Yp  swal  and  seide  O  Ebrayke  peple  alas 

Is  ]»is  a  ^inge  to  ^owe  ^t  is  bonest  1751 

fM  sucbe  a  boye  scbal  walken  as  bim  lest 

In  ^oure  and  singen  of  sucbe  sentence 

Wbicbe  is  a^eines  ^oure  lawes  reuerence .  1754 

If  ffiro  ^ens  for^  pe  lewes  ban  conspirede 

Tbis  Innocent  of  ^is  werlde  to  cbace 

In  bomicide  haunt  ^ei  fer^io  buyrede 

one  That  in  a  leye  badde  a  pnue  place  1758 

And  as  pe  cbilde  gan  forby  for  to  pace 

This  cursed  lewe  bim  bente  and  belde  fast 

And  kntte  bis  ^rote  and  in  a  pute  him  cast  1761 
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IT  I  sey  ^at  in  a  wardiope  ^ei  him  diewe 

Where  as  pia  lewos  purgen  entraile 

O  cursed  folke  o  herodes  al  newe 

Wliat  may  ^oure  yuel  tent  ^oue  availe  1765 

Morder  wil  oute  certein .  it  wil  nouht  faile 

And  namely  fere  honure  of  god  schold  sprede 

The  blode  oute  crie))  on  ^oure  cursed  dede  1768 

f  O  martire  soundede  to  virginite 

Now  maiste  pon  singe  folowinge  euer  in  on 

The  white  lombe  Celestial  quod  he 

Of  whiche  ^e  grete  euaungelist  seint  lohfi  1772 

In  Pathmos  wrote  whiche  sei)»e  fei  pB.t  gone 

Be-fome  Ids  lombe  and  singe  a  songe  of  new 

Thet  neu^re  flexly  wemmen  pQi  knewe  1775 

This  pouer  wedowe  waytej)  al  fat  nyht 

Affter  f  is  litel  Childe  hot  home  cam  he  nouht 

for  whome  alsoune  as  it  was  daies  liht 

WiJ>  fjace  pale  for  drede  and  besy  fouht  ci«*f  iss]  1779 

Sche  haf  e  att  scole  and  elles  where  him  souht 

Til  finally  sche  gan  so  fer  asspye 

]pat  he  was  sey^en  last  in  fe  lewiye  1782 

IT  Wi]>  moders  pyte  in  hir  breste  enclosede 

Sche  go]>e  as  sche  were  halue  oute  of  mynde 

To  euery  place  where  sche  haf  supposed 

Bo  liklyhed  hire  chUde  to  finde  1786 

And  euer  on  cr[i]stes  moder  moke  and  kinde 

Sche  cried  and  att  ]>e  last  f  us  sche  wrouht 

Amonge  fe  cursed  lewes  sche  him  souht  1789 

IT  Sche  freynef  and  sche  preijw  pitously 
To  eu^y  lewe  fat  duelled  in  f ilk  place 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS."] 

Thei  saiden  naie  bot  ihe^us  of  Ids  grace  1793 
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Jane  in  her  ^oht  in  wi^  a  litel  fSpace 
^at  in  ^t  place  after  her  eonne  ache  cried 

■ 

Thare  he  was  cast  in  a  putte  be  side  1796 

IT  O  grete  god  ]»at  parfourmed  ]»in  lande 

Be  mou^  of  Innocence  Lo  here  ^i  myht  ^ 

This  gemme  of  chastite  ^is  emeraude 

And  eke  of  Marterdom  pe  ruby  briht  1800 

pen  he  wi^  ^rote  ycorae  leie  vpriht 

He  Alma  redemptoris  gan  to  singe 

So  longe  ^t  al  ^  place  gan  to  ringe  1803 

IT  The  cristen  folks  ]>at  ]K)ruhe  pe  strete  wente 

In  Camyne  to  wondeme  of  ^is  ^inge 

And  hastely  ^i  for  ye  proaost  sente 

He  cam  anone  wi^uten  any  taryinge  1807 

And  herie^  crist  )»t  is  henen  kinge 

And  eke  his  moder  honoure  of  mankinde 

And  after  pe  lewes  lete  he  binde  1810 

IT  This  childe  wi]»  pitons  lamentacionne 

Yp  taken  singeinge  his  songe  al  weye 

And  ynf  honoure  of  grete  processioune 

Thei  Carien  him  to  ^e  next  Abbey e  1814 

His  modere  swoneynge  be  ^e  here  laye 

Ynne])  myhte  ye  peple  ^at  was  ^re 

This  newe  rachel  bringe  fro  his  here  1817 

IT  Wiy  torment  and  wi^  schamful  dej^e  ilkone 

This  prouost  doj^e  ^es  lewes  for  to  sterue 

That  of  yia  morder  wist  and  pai  anane 

« 

He  nolde  none  snche  cursed nesse  obstVue.  1821 

Euel  schal  haue  J^at  yuel  wil  deserue  [i«af  isB^bid^] 
There-fore  wi]>  wilde  hors  he  did  him  drawe 

And  after  ^at  he  hinge  him  be  pe  la  we  1824 
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^  Vpon  J»is  bere  ay  lyef  pia  Innocent 

Be-fome  ^e  chief  autter  whiles  Masse  last 

And  after  ^at  ^e  Abbot  wi^  his  Couent 

Hadde  spedde  hem  for  to  burye  him  fast  1828 

And  whan  ^ei  haly  water  on  him  cast 

And  ^it  spakke  ^e  childe  whan  spreynt  was  J)e  holy  water 

And  songe  0  alma  redemptoris  mater  1831 

IT  This  Abbot  whiche  ^t  was  an  holy  man 

As  monkes  be  or  elles  oohten  to  bee 

pia  ^onge  childe  to  coniore  he  gan 

And  seide  o  dere  childe  .1.  hailese  pe  1835 

Be  yertue  of  ^e  holy  Trinite 

Tel  me  what  is  ^i  cause  for  to  singe 

Sethen  pi  ]^rote  is  kette  att  myn  semeinge  1838 

V 

IT  My  pTot  is  cutte  vnto  my  nekke  bone 

Saide  pia  childe  and  as  be  wale  of  kinde 

•L  scholde  hane  deyed  longe  time  i^one 

Bott  ih««a  criste  as  je  in  bokes  finde  1842 

Wil  jFat  his  glori  last  and  bue  in  mynde 

And  for  woischipe  of  his  moder  dere 

Jette  may  .L  singe  0  Alma  loude  and  cle[re]  1845 

f  This  wel  of  Mercie  cristes  moder  swete 

.1.  loaed  alweie  as  after  my  coninge 

And  whan  pat  .1.  my  lif  scholde  lete 

To  me  sche  camme  and  badd  me  for  to  singe  1849 

pia  Antime  yerrely  in  my  mynde  deynge 

As  ^e  haue  herd  and  whan  ]>at  .1.  had  songe 

Me  ]K)aht  sche  laide  a  greyne  vpon  my  tonge  1852 

IT  Wher-for  .1.  saie  and  singe  most  certeigne 

In  honour  of  cristes  moder  fre 

Til  of  my  tonge  of  taken  is  pQ  greyne 

And  after  ^at  seide  sche  ^us  to  me  1856 
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My  litel  cbilde  nowe  wil  .1.  feche  ye 

Whan  ^at  ye  greine  •  is  fro  ^i  tonge  ytake 

Be  nouht  agaat  .1.  wil  ye  nouht  for-eaake  1859 

f  This  Holy  monke  ^is  Abbot  him  mene  .1. 

His  tonge  oute  cauht  and  toke  awey  ye  greyne 

And  he  jaf  vpe  ye  goat  M  softly 

And  whan  ye  Abbotts  hadde  yis  wondere  seyne  1863 

His  salte  teres  strikled  doune  as  reyne  pearimj 

And  grofTe  he  f el  al  platte  to  ye  gioonde 

And  stiH  he  laie  as  he  had  bene  ybounde  1866 

The  [Conent]  Eke  ley  ypon  ye  pament 

Wepeinge  and  heiiinge  Ciistes  moder  dere 

And  after  yei  rise  and  forye  been  went 

And  toke  aweie  ^is  marter  fro  his  here  1870 

And  in  a  tombe  of  Marble  stones  dere 

Encloeen  yei  his  lytel  body  swete 

There  he  is  nowe  god  lene  ys  for  to  mete  1873 

0  ^onge  hewe  of  Lincolne  sleyne  also 

Wi^  cursed  lewes  as  it  is  notable 

ffor  it  nys  bot  a  litel  while  a-goo 

Preye  eke  for  ys  we  sinful  foike  ynstable  1877 

)}at  of  his  Mercie  god  so  merciable 

On  YS  his  grete  mercie  multiplye 

ffor  reuerence  of  his  moder  Marye  1880 

Bsplidt  Habula  prioriiae . 
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[No  breaks  in  the  MS  between  the  stanzasJ] 

Inoipit  prologue  da  Thopat.  [m  /««^iao] 

Whan  seide  was  fis  tale  eaery  man 
As  sober  was  ^at  wonder  was  to  se 
Ti  ]iat  oure  Oste  lape  beganne 

And  fan  att  erst  he  loked  vpon  me.  '^^  ^-  Chancer^ 

And  seide  pua  what  man  ert  Jh>u  quod  he 
Thou  lokest  as  ]K)a  woldest  finde  an  hare 
ffor  euer  vpon  ^e  groonde  .L  se  ye  stare  1887 

Appr[o]ehe  neie  and  loke  merely 

Nowe  wave  jowe  sixes  and  latt  Jiis  man  haue  place 

He  in  pQ  waste  is  schapen  as  wele  as  .L 

This  were  a  popet  in  armes  to  enbiace  1891 

£for  any  womman  smal  and  faire  of  £ace 

He  semejie  elnysche  be  his  ooonteoanoe 

[ no  gap  in  ike  MSJ\  1894 

8ay  nowe  sumwhat  se]>en  o^^re  folke  ha^e  seide 

Tel  ys  a  tale  of  merjw  and  ])at  anone 

Oste  quod  .1.  ne  be  nouht  yuel  apaide 

ffor  o^r  tale  oeites  can  L  none  1898 

Bot  of  a  rime  .1.  lemed  longe  agone 

5e  ^at  is  good  quod  he  shal  we  here 

Snmme  deynte^  ^inge  me  ^nke^  be  his  chiere  1901 

Explicit  prologfiifl. 
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Xiudliit  fipiKiwH 
[iVb  breaks  in  the  MS  hettpeen  the  gtanzas.l 

[Fitte  /.] 

L£ateneJ)e  lordes  in  goo[d]  entent 
And  .L  wil  tel  yenraiment 
Of  Miracle  and  of  solace .  1904 

Al  of  a  knjht  was  faire  and  gent  [iMf  uti  iMck] 

In  Bataile  and  in  tumament 

name  was .  sir  Thopas  1907 


•L-bome  he  was  in  fer  contre 

In  flanndie  al  be^onde  ]»e  see 

Att  Poperinge  in  ^  place .  1910 

His  fader  was  a  man  ful  fire 

And  lord  he  was  of  ^at  cuntre 

As  it  was  goddes  grace  1913 

Sir  Thopas  was  douhty  swajne 

White  was  his  face  as  a  pe  jndemayne 

His  lippes  reede  as  roose  1916 

His  rode  is  like  scarlet  in  greyne 

And  .L  )owe  tell  in  goode  certeyne 

He  hadde  a  semely  nose .  1919 

His  here  his  berde  was  lyke  safroun 

))at  to  his  gerdel  rauht  a  doune 

His  schone  of  cordeweyne  1922 

Of  bmgges  was  his  hosen  bronne 

His  roob  was  of  Ciclatoiine 

))at  cost  mony  a  layne  1925 
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He  cou^e  hunt  att  wilde  dere 

And  ride  on  haukeinge  for  fe  rener 

Wi^  grey  goshauke  on  honde  1928 

Therto  he  was  a  good  archere 

To  werstelynge  was  per  none  his  pere 

]}ere  any  man  scholde  stonde  1931 

fful  mony  a  maide  briht  in  boure 

]}ei  morne  for  his  paramonre 

whane  ^ei  were  be  tie  to  slepe  1934 

Bot  he  was  chast  and  no  lichoure 

As  swete  as  is  ^e  brembel  iloure 

))at  bere)?e  ^e  rede  hipe  1937 

And  so  befel  vpon  a  daie 

ffor  so)«  as  .L  jowe  telle  inaie 

Sir  Thopas  wolde  oute  ride  1940 

He  worJ)e  hup  on  his  stede  grey 

And  his  honde  a  laucegaie 

A  louge  swerde  be  his  side  1943 

He  pnkep  ^rohe  a  faire  fore[st] 

Ther  inn  is  mony  a  wilde  best 

3e  bo))e  bukke  and  hare .  1946 

And  as  he  prike))  Kor])e  and  est  (iMf  iwj 

I  telle  ^owe  him  hadde  almest 

Betidde  a  son  care .  1949 


Thei'  springen  erbes  grete  and  sniale 

The  lycoris  and  pe  Setuale 

And  mony  clowe  gilofre  1952 

And  Notmuges  to  putte  in  ale 

Whe^er  it  be  moiste  or  stale 

Ore  for  to  ley  in  Cofre  1955 
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The  Birdes  Bingen  it  is  nouht  naje 

The  sparhauke  and  ^  popeniaye 

^t  ioye  it  was  to  here  1958 

ye  jFiostelkoke  maade  eke  his  laye 

fe  wode  dowfe  Tppon  fe  spraye 

Sche  songe  ful  loade  and  deie  1961 

Sire  Thopas  feA  in  louelongeinge 

An[d]  whanne  he  heide  fe  ^losteH  singe 

And  pnked  as  he  waie  woode  19G4 

His  faiie  stede  in  his  prikeinge 

So  Bwette  ^at  men  myht  him  wringe 

His  sides  were  al  blode  1967 

Sire  Thopas  eke  so  wery  was 

ffor  piekinge  on  pe  soft  gras 

So  fers  was  his  corage  1970 

p$i  dotine  he  hdde  him  in  ^t  place 

To  maken  his  stede  sum  solace 

ffor  he  was  so  saaage  1973 

A  seynte  Mary  benedicite . 

What  eyle^  ph  lone  att  me 

To  bynde  me  so  sore  1976 

Me  dremed  al  fu  nyht  parde 

Ane  £lfe  qvene  schal  my  lemman  be 

And  slepe  vnder  my  gore  1979 

Ane  £lfe  queene  wil  .1.  lone  .y-wisse 

ffor  in  piB  world  no  womman  is 

Wor^i  to  be  my  maake  1982 

in  tonne 
Al  o^r  wemmen  .1.  forsake 
And  to  an  Elfe  queen  .y.  me  betake 
Be  dale  and  eke  be  doune  1986 
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In-to  his  sadel  he  cam  anone 

And  preke]^  ouere  stile  and  stone 

Ane  Elfe  qwene  for  to  aspye .  1989 

Tyil  he  so  longe  ha)«  rydell  an^- gone  ciMifi90,bftck] 

That  he  fonde  in  a  pnue  wone 

The  Cuntre  of  faiie .  1992 

So  wilde 
ffor  in  J)at  Contre  was  ^eie  none 
[    ....     no  gap  in  the  M8,^ 
Keyjwr  wife  ne  childe  1996 


Til  him  ]»er  came  a  loly  geante 

His  name  was  cleped  str  Olyfaunte 

A  parlous  man  of  dede  1999 

He  saide  childe  be  tennagaimt 

Bot  if  ^u  wilte  pnke  oute  of  myne  haunte 

Anone  .L  slee  ^i  steede  2002 

wi)»  mace 
Here  is  ^  queen  of  f aire 
Wi^  harpe  and  pipe  and  simphene 
Dwellinge  in  ^b  place .  2006 


The  childe  so  most  .1.  J)e 

To  mome  wil  .1.  mete  ^ 

When  .1.  haue  myne  armor  2009 

And  ^it  .1.  hope  par  ma  feie 

That  ^t  ]k)u  schalt  wi^  ]>is  launce  leie 

Abine  it  ful  sore .  2012 

Thoruhe  ^iu  mawe 
Schal  .1.  perce  .If  .1.  niaie 
Or  it  be  folle  prime  of  daie 
ffor  here  ^n  schafi  be  skwe  201 6 
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Sii*  Thopos  diowhe  a  bak  ful  fut 

This  Greant  att  him  stones  cast 

Owte  of  a  feH  staf  slynge  2019 

Bot  a  faixe  aacapejr  childe  Thopas 

And  aU  it  was  |K>nihe  goddes  gzas 

And  ^rohe  his  faire  beringe  2023 

)it  listene])  lordes  to  my  tale 

Meryer  yan  ^  nyhteyngegale 

ffor  nowe  .1.  wil  jow  rowne  2025 

Howe  str  Thopas  wi^  sides  smale 

Prekeinge  ouer  doune  and  dale 

Is  come  a^eine  to  toune  2028 

His  meiy  men  comanded  he 

To  make  him  bo^  game  and  gle 

ffor  nedes  most  he  hht  2031 

wi]»  .0.  Geant  wi])  hedes  ^ree 

ffor  paramoure  and  lolyte 

Of  one  ]»at  schote  ful  briht  2034 

Done  come  he  seide  myne  mynstrals 

An  gestours  for  to  tel  ts  tales 

Anone  in  myne  armeinge  2037 

Of  Romans  ^at  bene  Boials  pMf  lu] 

Of  Popes  and  of  Cardinals 

And  eke  of  lone  longeinge  2040 


Thei  fet  him  first  fe  swete  wyne 
[ 


2043 


no  gap  in  the  MS.\ 

And  lykhirhers  and  eke  Comyne 

Wi^  sugre  ^at  is  tiye  2046 
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He  dide  next  his  white  lire 

Of  Clo)?e  of  lake  fyne  and  clire 

A  breche  and  eke  a  schart  2049 

And  next  is  schert  an  Aktoll 

And  ouer  ]>at  an  babeiioim 

£for  peccejnge  of  his  herte  2052 

And  oaere  ^at  a  fine  hauberke 

Was  al  y-wrouht  of  lewes  werke 

fful  stronge  it  was  of  plate  2055 

And  ouer  ]>at  is  cote  Armour 

As  white  as  is  a  lely  floure 

In  whiche  he  wole  debate .  2058 


His  schelde  was  al  of  gold  so  rede 

And  )?ere  in  was  a  bores  hede 

A  Charbokel  be  side  2061 

And  fere  he  suore  on  ale  and  brede 

That  pe  Gyant  schulde  be  dede 

By-tide  whatt  be-tide  2064 

His  lambes  were  of  quereboly 

His  swerde  sche)?e  of  Ivory 

His  helme  of  Latoun  briht  2067 

His  Sadett  was  of  Ruel  bone 

His  Brid^  as  ^e  sonne  schone 

Or  as  ^e  mone  so  liht  2070 

His  spere  was  of  fine  Cypres 

pat  bede^  werre  and  no))inge  pes 

Thede  ful  scharpe  y-gronnde  2073 

His  sted  was  al  dappel  greye 

Hite  enamble  by  fe  weye 

fful  softly  and  rounde .  2076 
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In  londe 
Lo  lordes  myne  here  a  fitto 
If  je  nil  any  more  of  it 
To  tel  it  wfl  .1.  fonde  2080 


[Fitie  II.] 

Kowe  lialde]»  joure  mou^  par  Charite 

Bo^  knyke  and  lady  free 

And  heikene^  to  my  speUe .  2083 

Of  fiataile  and  of  Cheualiy  V^  ui.  t»*l 

And  of  ladys  loue  dieiy . 

Anone  .1.  wil  jowe  UA  2086 

Men  speke  of  Bomans  of  prise 

Of  home  Childe  and  of  Ipose 

Of  Beuys  and  air  Guy  2089 

Of  sir  libeiiB  and  plendamoor 

Bot  sir  Thopas  he  bero^  pe  floura 

Of  Roial  Chiualry  2092 

His  goode  steede  al  he  be-stiode 

And  forfe  vpon  his  weye  he  glode 

As  sparkeles  oute  of  fe  bronde  2095 

Vpon  his  creste  he  bare  a  toure 

And  f ei'-in  stiked  a  lyly  floure 

God  schelde  his  corps  fro  schonde  2098 

And  for  he  was  a  knyht  aunterous 

He  wolde  slepen  in  none  hous 

Bot  lygen  in  his  hode  2101 

His  briht  helme  was  his  wangere 

And  by  him  baite)?  his  dextrere 

Of  erbes  fine  and  good  2104 
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no  gap  in  the  MS.]  2108 
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%  Indpit  prologns 

NO  mor  of  ^is  for  goddea  dignite  iwu^fiBu  •«*] 

quod  onie  oet  foore  ^u  makest  me 
So  wery  of  fi  lewdenes 

pai  also  wissely  god  me  blis  2112 

Mjn  eres  ake  of  ^uie  darsti  speche 
Nowe  sache  a  rime  ]>e  deuel  .y.  beteche  . 
This  mai  be  wele  lyme  dogerel 

whie  80  quod  .1.  whie  wilt  ^ou  lette  me  2116 

More  of  my  tale  ^n  a  no^i'  man 
Se^n  it  is  pe  best  rime  .1.  can 
By  god  .  quod  be  pleinly  .1.  ))e  scie 

Thou  scbalt  no  langer  rime  bere  to  daie  2120 

Thou  doste  nouht  elles  bot  dispendes  time 
Sire  att  o  worde  po\i  schalt  no  longer  rime 
Late  see  whe)«r  yon  canste  tcH  onht  in  geste 
Or  teH  in  prose  sum  what  att  pe  lest  2124 

In  whiche  ^er  be  sume  mer])e  &  some  doctrine 
Gladle  quod  .1.  be  goddes  swete  pine 
.1.  wil  jowe  teH  a  litel  ^inge  in  prose 
^at  auht  lyke  jowe  as  .1.  suppose  2128 

Or  elles  certes  30  be  to  daungerous 

It  is  a  morale  tale  vertuouse  [iMf  ikj 

Al  be  it  tolde  sum  tyme  in  sundre  wise 
Of  sundre  folks  as  .1.  scbal  30 we  deuise  2132 

As  )?us  30  wote  euery  euaungelist 
That  telle))  vs  of  ihe^  crist 
Ke  sai]>e  nouht  al  J^ingo  as  his  felawe  do^ 
Bot  Na)?eles  hei^  sentence  is  al  so)>e  2136 

And  aLaccorden  att  here  sentence 
Al  be  ^are  in  her  tellinge  difference 
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ffoT  somme  of  hemme  seine  more  &  somme  seine  lesse 

Whan  pei  bis  pitoos  passion  expiesse  2140 

.1.  mene  of  Mark .  Matheu .  luke .  &  lohfi 

Bot  dontles  hei'  sentence  is  al  one 

There-for  lordeynges  al  .1.  jowe  be-seche 

If  ]»at  je  ^inke  .1.  varye  in  my  speche  2144 

As  ^ns .  K  )»at  .1.  tell6  sum  what  more 

Of  prouerbes  faxL  je  bane  herde  to  fore 

Comprabendit  in  )»is  litel  tretis  here 

To  enforce  wi)»  )»e  effect  of  Mi  Matiere  2148 

And  )»oiihe  .1.  nade  )»e  same  wordes  saje 

As  JO  bane  herde  jitt  to  al  jowe  .L  preie 

£lame)»  me  nonbt  for  as  my  sentence 

3e  schol  nonbt  finde  muche  difference  2152 

£Gro  the  sentens  of  pQ  tretys  leuyte 

After  )»e  whiche  fia  Mery  tale  .y.  write 

And  Herken  whatt  .1.  scbal  seye 

And  lett  me  tale  .1.  preye  2156 
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[There  are  no  li%e'nvmber9  or  hrealu  between  the  paraf  raphe  iu 
the  MS,  2)frwhUt*i  breahs  are  hept  here  to  prevent  flight 
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[Lansdowne  MS  851,  on  leaf  192.] 

Hie  indpit  fiibnla  de  Kellybeo  per  Chaneer. 

["57] 

A^onge  man  whilom  called  Mellibe.  Mihie.  &  riche 
be-gate  Tpon  his  wyf .  ^t  called  was .  Pradmce . 
a  doulit^  whicli  was  deped  Sapience .// 
[2158]  ypon  a  daie  fel  ]»at  he  for  his  disporte 
is  went  in  to  ^  feldes  him  to  plejf  [a  1 59]  His  wife 
&  eke  his  douhter  ha^  he  laft  wi^in  his  hoos .  of 
whiche  ^  dores  were  fast  yschett.  [2160]  Fouie  of  his 
olde  fooe  haue  it  aspied .  And  setten  leddeis  to  ^  walles 
of  his  hous.  &  be  ^  wyndows  entred  [2 161]  & 
heten  his  wif  &  wounded  his  douhter  \ri\h  .t. 
mortale  woundes  in  .v.  sundre  places  [2162]  %  This  is  to 
seye.  in  here  fete  in  hire  hondes  in  hire  eies  &  in  hire 
nose  &  in  hire  mon]ye.  And  laften  hir  for  dede  & 
wenten  here  wey. 

[2 163]  %  Whan .  MeUibeus  returned  was  a^ein  in  to  his 
hous.  &  sauhe  al  ]yis  meschief  %  He  ylike  a  mad  man 
rentjrnge  his  clo])es  gan  to  wepe  &  crye . 

[2164]  Prudens  his .  ^IT  Prudence  his  wif  as  ferfor])  as 
sche  dorst .  be-eouht  him  of  his  wepeinge  for  to  stinte  [2 165] 
ITBot  not  for-)»i  he  gan  to  wepe  &  crie .  euer  ^  lengeer  ^  more.. 
[2166]  )»is  noble  wif  prudence  remembre)»  hei' 
on  )»e  sentence  of  Ouide.  In  his  boke  )»at  deped  is  ^ 
remedie  of  loue.  where  he  seij^e.  [2167]  He  is  a.  foole 
]yat  distorble)}  ])e  modere  for  to  wepe  in  )»e  de^e  of  hii* 
childe .  til  sche  haue  wepped  hire  fil  as  for  certeine  time . 
[2168]  Than  schal  a  man  done  his  diligence  wi]» 
amyable  wordes.  hii*  to  recomford.  &  to  preier  hei*  of 
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here  wepeinge  for  to  stinte  [2169]  iTForwhicheresone  ])iB 
noble  prudence  suffurd  hii^  husbond  for  to  wepe 
&  crie  for  a  certeine  space.  [2170]  IT  And  whan  sche 
sauhe  liira  time  sche  seide  him  in  ))i8  wyse/./  Alas  mj. 
lorde  quod  sche.  -whie  maake  goitre  self  for  to  be  like  a 
fole.  [2 1 71]  IF  For  sothe  it  aperteigne])  not  to  a  wiseman. 
To  maak  suche  a  sorwe  [2172]  IT  3oure  doubter  wi^ 
))e  grace  of  god  schal  be  warissched  &  ascape  ||  [^173]  And  al 
wera  it  so  riht  nowe  sche  were  dede.  30  ouht 
not  as  for  hir^  de]>6  joure  self  to  destniye .  [2  z  74]  IF  Senec .  Y  Stnte. 
aeipe .  fe  wiseman  schal  nouht  tak  to  grete  discomford  for 
ye  de)7e  of  his  childer.  [2175]  ^^^  ^^^®  ^^  scholde 
Buffere  it  in  pacience.  As  wele  as  he  Abide)»  y  de^ 
of  his  owen  propre  person. 

[2176]  IT  pis  MiUibeus  ansewarde  a-none  &  seide 
IF  What  man  quod  he  scholde  of  his  wepeinge  stinte  ))at 
ha^  so  grete  a  cause  for  to  wepe.  [2177]  Jhesa  criste  ' 
owre  lorde  him  self  wepped  for  y  de))  of  Lazarus  his 
frende  [2178]  IT  Prudence  ansewardf  certez  wele  .1.  wote 
atempre  wepeinge  is  nouht  defended  vnto  him  ])at 
florwful  is  a-monge  folk  of  sorwe .  Bot  it  is  ra])er  graunted 
him  to  wepe  [2179]  IF  )»e  Apostle  paule  vn  to  )»e 
Bomajnes  write^.  //  Man  schal  reioyse  wif  hem  fat  hem  fat 
maken  ioyef  &  wepe  wi^  snche  folke  as  wepen.  [2180] 
IT  Bot  ^uhe  atempre  wepeinge  be  graunted  f  Outrageous 
wepeinge  certes  is  defended .  [2 181]  IF  Mesurable  wepeiuge 
Bchold  be  considered  after  ))e  lore  ])at  teche)»  vs  Senec 
[2182]  IF  Whan  fat  pi  frende  is  ded  lat  nouht 
)»ine  yen  to  moiste  bien  of  teres  f  ne  to  muche  drye  IT  Al 
)K>uhe  )»e  teres  commen  of  pine  yen .  lat  hem  nouht  fallen 
[2 183]  IT  And  whan.  )k)u  hast  for-gone  pi  frende  .1.  rede  povL 
do  pi  diligence  to  gette  pe  a  nother.  And  ))is  is  more  wysere 
^n  to  wepe  for  ])i  frende  pe  whiche  )»at  pon  hast  lome  f 
For  ^r  inne  is  no  boote  [2184]  IF  And  perfore  if  pe 
lust  to  goueme  pe  be  Sapience  Putte  awaie  sorwe  fro  )oure 
hert.  [2185]  Bemembre^  ^owe  ]>at.  IhesvL  Sirak.  sa.ipei 
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A  man  ^at  is  ioyus  &  gladde  in  herif  it  him  con- 
aerae)^  florischeinge  in  his  Age .  Bot  eopelj  Sorwefdl  hert 
TAjakep  his  bones  diye  [2186]  IT  He  seij^e  eke  fuai 
ynt  sorwe  in  hert.  slee^  monj  a  man.  [2187]  Sa- 
lamon  sei)>e  y^t  riht  as  monhies  in  ^  schepes  fles 
anoje]^  to  p^  clojies  An  ye  smale  wermes  on  fe  tres  Tn 
to  ye  frayte  f  Riht  so  anoj^  sorwe  Tnto  ye  hert/./  [2188] 
Wherfore  we  onht  as  wele  in  ye  deye  of  onie  childeme  f  as 
in  ye  losse  of  oure  godes  tempeiel  f  IT  Haue  padence. 

[2189]  Remembre  ^owe  vpon  ye  pacient  IT  lob. 
whan  he  hadde  lost  his  children  &  his  temperel  sub- 
stance. And  in  his  'bodi  endnred  &  snffired  mony  a 
greuons  temptacionzf  ^it  seid  he  ^ns.  [2190]  IT  Owie 
lorde  quod  he  jaue  it  me .  onie  lorde  ha^  be-iaft  it  me . 
Biht  so  as  ouie  lorde  ha^  wolde  f  riht  so  be  it  done .  j- 
blissed  be  ye  name  of  ome  lorde  [2191]  IT  To  ^is  afor 
]>inges  Mdibius  ansewerd  to  his  wif  Dame  prudence. 
Al  yi  wordes  quod  he  bien  so^  &  yer-io  pro- 
fitable. Bot  trewely  Min  hert  is  trobled  wiy  yia  sorwe 
so  greuously  ^t  .L  note  what  to  done.  [2192]  Y  Late  cal 
quod  prudence  ^ine  trewe  frendes  alf  &  ym  lignage 
whiche  y&t  bien  wise  f  telle  hem  ^n  caas  &  herken  what 
1^  seine  in  conseilinge  f  And  ^owe  goueme  yere  after  here 
sentence  /./  [2193]  Salomon  aeiye  IT  worche  al  yi  Jnnge 
be  counsel  f  &  you  schal  neuer  repent . 

[2194]  Than  be  ye  conseil  of  his  wif  dame  Prudence. 
Melibeus    lete    callen    a    grete    congr^gacione  of    folks 

[2195]   [ no  gcq>\  olde&^onge.  And 

somme  of  his  olde  eimemys  reconsiled  as  be  her  semblant 
in  to  his  loue  &  in  to  his  grace.  [2196]  And  ^er-wi]Md 
cam  sotnme  of  his  neihbours  ^t  dide  him 
reuerence  more  for  drede  ]»an  for  loue  as  it  happe^ 
oft  [2 197]  IF  ^are  commeth  also  ful  mony  a  subtile  flatreres 
and  wise  aduocates  lemed  in  ye  lawe. 

[2198]  And  whan  yia  folk  togeder  assembled  were 
This  Mellibeus  in  sorwful  wise  schewde  hem  yia  cas. 
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[3199]  And  by  ^e  man^e  of  speche  he  bare 
in  bis  berte  a  cruel  ire  rede  to  do  venge- 
ance ypon  bis  foos  f  //  And  sodanly  desired  )»at 
-werre  scbold  /  beginne  [2200]  IT  Bot  na]»ele6  jit  axed  be 
counaeile  vpon  ^ia  mate[re]  [2201]  IT  A  Soigeane  /  be 
licence  /  &  assent  of  sucbe  as  were  wise  vp  rose  vn 
to  MelibeiM  &  seide  as  je  maie  bere. 

[2202]  Six'  quod  be  as  t<^  ys  surgeans  apperteyne]) 
to  enerj  wbigbt  pe  best  Jat  we  can  wbere  as  we 
be  wi^-bolde  &  to  oure  pacience  )»at  we  do  no 
damage.  [2203]  Tber-for  it  bappe)»  mony  time  &  oft. 
fat  wban  tuo  men  baj>e  euerycbe  wounded  ofere  one 
same  surgean  belej»  bem  boje.  [2204]  Wberefor  vnto 
oure  arte  it  is  noubt  pertinent  f  to  noriscbe  werre  ne  parties 
to  supporte  [2205]  Bot  certes  as  to  ])e  wanssbeinge  of 
joure  doubtertf  be  it  so  fat  scbe  is  p^ilously. 
wounded .  we  sbold  done  so  entenfully  be  signes  fro  daie  to 
nybt  fat  wif  |>e  grace  of  god  scbe  scbal  be  sounde  & 
bole  as  sone  as  it  is  possible  [2206]  IT  Al  men 
in  fe  same  wise  ansewarden  &.  fe  Pbesiciens.  saue 
fei  sciden  a  fewe  wordes  more  [2207]  IT  That  rilit 
as  Maladise  bene  beled  be  hire  contraries  /./  Eibt  so  scbal 
men  wansshe  werre  be  vengeance  [2208]  bis  neyh- 
hovr  ful  of  envyef//  His  feyned  frendes  fat  semed 
reconsiled.  bis  flatrers  [2209]  maden  semblant  of 
wepeinge  empaired  &  engreged  mucbe  of  bis  matiere 
in  pr^iseinge  gretely  /./  Melibeus  of  mybt  of  pouere  of 
riches  &  of  frende.J;  Dispiseinge  fe  powere  of  bis 
aduersaries.  [2210]  &  seiden  outerly  fat  be  anone 
scbolde  wreken  him  on  bis  ennemys  &  be-ginne  werre 

[221 1]  Yp  rose  fan  an  Aduocate  fat  was  wise  &  seide 
be  leue  &  be  counseile  of  ofer  fat  were  wise.  &  seide. 
[2212]  Lordeinges  fe  nedes  for  whiche  we  bene  assembled 
in  fis  place  is  a  ful  heuy  finge.  &  an  hibe  matiera 
[2213]  because  of  fe  wronge  &  of  fe  wikkenesse  fat 
hafe  be  done.  And  eke  be  resofl  of  fe  grete.  damage 
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in  time  comynge.  bien  possible  to  fal  for  ^is  same 
cause.  [2214]  &  eke  'be  reson  of  pe  grete  richesse  & 
power  of  ye  parties  bo|»e.  [2215]  For  wbiche  resonns 
it  were  a  grete  penle  for  to  erren  in  ))i8  matiere  [2216] 
IT  Wbere-fore  Milebeus  f\a  is  oure  sentence  1  We  counsel 
jowe  a-bone  al  fringes  ]yat  riht  anone  ^u  do  ^i 
diligence  in  kepeinge  of  fi  propre  persone  in  sacbe  [a 
wise]  ^t  ^n  ne  wante  none  aspie .  ne  to  wache  |»ine  bodie 
for  to  sane.  [2217]  IT  And  after  fat  we  counseile  )»at  ^n 
setten  in  )rine  boos  sofficeant  garaysofi  so  yat  )>ei  maie 
yi  body  also  wele  as  ^ine  boos  defende .  [  2  2 1 8]  IT  Botte  certes 
for  to  meve  werre  ne  sodanly  to  done  yengeance 
we  maie  nonbt  deme  in  so  litel  time  ^t  it  were  profit- 
able. [2219]  wberefore  we  Axen  leyser^fe  space  to  bane 
deliberacion  in  pia  caas  to  deme  [2220]  IT  For  p^  comune 
prouerbe  sei]»  )»ns  IT  He  ]yat  sone  deme]»  sone  scbal 
repent  [  2  2  2 1  ]  Y  And  eke  men  seine  ]yus  IT  That  ilke  lugge  is 
wise  l^at  sone  ynderstonde^  a  matierf  &  Iuge)>e  b[y3 
leysei*  [2222]  IT  For  al-be-it  so  f  ^t  a  taninge  be  arnoyeful . 
Algates  it  is  not  to  reprone  in  jeueinge  of  Inggement  ne  in 
yengeance  takeinge.  whan  it  is  sufifisant  &  resonablef 
[2223]  IT  And  ^t  schwde  oure  lorde  ihera  cn'ste  be  en- 
sample  .  For  whan  faX  womman  was  taken  in 
aduoutre  &  was  browhte  in  his  presence  to  knowe  what 
schal  be  done  wi^  hire  persone  Y  Albeit  so  ^at  be  wist 
wele  him  selfe  what  ^t  he  wold  onsewere .  ^ete  ne  wolde  be 
ansewere  sodanly  hot  be  wold  baue  deliberacione .  And 
in  fQ  grounde  he  wrote  twyes.  [2224]  And  be  ^ia 
cause  we  axen  deliberacione.  And  we  schal  )nul  by 
fe  grace  of  god  counseile  )»e  po  )»inges  ^t  schallen  be 
profitable 

[2225]  Tp  stert  yan  )»e  )onge  folke  att  ones 
And  ye  most  jKzrtie  of  yat  compaignie  hajie  scorned  J^is  olde 
wise  man.  &  begonnen  to  maken  noyce  &  seiden 
[2226]  riht  so  IT  Al  )>e  while  yat  Iren  is  bote  men  scbold 
smyte.  Riht  so  men  scholde  wreken  bere  wronges  whiles 
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^t  yei  bno  frische  &  newe  IT  And  wif  loude  voice  fei 
criden .  werre .  werre . 

[2227]  Vprose  one  of  fe  olde  wise.  & 
wi^  his  honde  he  maade  a  countenance  fat  }ei  schold 
holde  hem  stil  f  and  3eaen  hem  audience  [2228] 
IT  loideinge  qtiod  he  J^erd  is  ful  mony  a  man  ])at 
criej)  werre.  werre.  fat  woote  M  lytel  what  )?at  weire 
amounted  //  [2229]  Werre  att  his  beginynge  haj?  so  grete 
an  entringe  &  so  large  f  ^at  euery  wight  maie  entren 
whan  him  likej»  And  lyhtly  finde  werre.  [2230]  Bot 
certes  to  whatt  ende  )»at  schal  )»er6-of  be-falf  it  is  note 
lyhtly  to  knowe  [2231]  IT  Whan  fat  werre  is  ones 
begonne .  )»er  is  ful  mony  a  childe  vnborne  of  his  moder 
])at  schal  stenie  ^onge  be  cause  of  fUke  werre .  0]>ere  elles 
leue  in  sorwe  &  deye  in  wrechednesse ,  [2232]  IT  And 
^re-fore  or  pai  any  werre  be-ginne  men  most  haue 
grete  conseile  &  goode  deliberacion .  [2233]  IT  And  whan 
fiB  olde  man  wende  to  enforcen  his  tale  be  resoufi. 
welnyhe  al  att  ones  bygonne  for  to  rise  to  breken  his 
tale.  &  biden  him  ful  oft  of  his  wordes  to  abrigge  //. 
[2234]  For  BOpelj  he  fat  prechef  to  he^n  fat  lust 
nouht  his  wordes  ne  his  sermon  hem  he  anoye]>.  [2235] 
¥or  ihems  Sirak  seife.  That  Musike  in  wepeinge  is 
anoyus  finge .  Thus  muche  it  is  to  seine  As  much  anoye]>  to 
spek  to-fome  folke  to  wiche  his  speche  annoyef  as  '  it  is 
for  to  singen  be-fome  him  ]»t  wepef .  [2  236]  IT  And  whan  fis 
Wiseman  sawhe  fat  him  wanted  audience  al  schamfast 
he  sett  him  doune  a-jeine  [2237]  For  Salomon  seife  fere 
as  fvL  mai  haue  none  audience  enforce  fe  nouht 
to  speke.  [2238]  I.  see  wele  quad  fia  wiseman  fat  fe 
comen  prouerbe  is  sofef  fat  good  counseile  wantef 
whan  it  is  most  nede. 

[2239]  IT  3itte  hadde  f  is  Melebeus  in  his  conseile  many 
folke  fat  [  .  .  ,  no  gap"]  conseilled  him  pnue  f Inge . 
An  counseld  him  f e  contrarie  in  general  audience . 

[2240]   Whan    mellibeus    hadde   herde    fe    grettest 
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partie  of  his  counseOe  weie  accorded  fst  he  schold  make 
wene  •  A-none  he  consentid  to  here  counselynge .  And  fall 
affenned  to  he[i«]  sentence  [2241]  IT  Than  dame  Pradence 
sauhe  howe  )rat  hire  hoeband  schope  hime 
for  to  wreke  him  on  his  foosf  &  to  be-ginne  "werre  Sche 
in  foH  humble  wise  whan  sche  sanhe  hire  time  Saide 
him  in  pla  woides  [2242]  Y  Mi  lorde  quod  sche  .1.  30we 
beseche  as  hertly  as  .L  dar  &  can  /  ne  haste  ^owe  nouht  to 
fast  And  Afore  al  gueidouns  ^euef  me  audience. 
[2243]  For  Pers  Amphons  sai^  .0.  who  so  do^  ^ 
goode  0^  harme  haste  ye  nouht  to  qwyten  it.  For 
in  fia  wise  fi  firende  wil  abide  And  ]yine  ennemy  schal 
J)e  langere  leue  in  drede  f  [2244]  The  prouerbe  sei^  jMtt  he 
haste)»e  him  wele  ]>atte  wele  can  abide .  And  in  wikked  hast 
is  no  profite . 

[2245]  '^^^  Melibe  ansewerd  to  his  wyf  prudence  f 
L  purpos  nouht  qiiod  he  to  wirke  be  yi  counseile  ffor 
mony  causes  &  resonsf  For  cerfces  euery  wight  wold 
hold  me  )»an  a  foolef  [2246]  IT  This  is  for  soo^Ae.  If  .y. 
for  )»in  counsellynge  wolde  chaunge  )»inges  fat  buen 
ordeined  Ss  affermed  be  so  mony  a  wysef  [2247]  ^^'' 
undly  .1.  saie  ^t  al  wemmen  bien  )»ikke  &  none 
goode  of  hem  aJle .  for  of  a .  |K>usand  men  as  sei)>e  Salomon 
.1.  fonde  0  good  man  bot  certes  of  all^  wemmen 
fonde  .1.  neu«re  good  womman  [2248]  IF  And  Also  certes  if 
.1.  gouemed  me  be  pi  counseile  it  schold  seme  fat  .1.  hadde 
.y.-jif  to  ye  oner  me  pe  maistre.  And  god  forbede  ^t 
it  BO  were  [2249]  IF  For  Jhesus  Sirake.  sei])e.  If  ye 
wif  hafe  ye  maistre  sche  is  contrarius  to  hir  husbonde . 
[2250]  IT  And  Salomon,  sei^.  neuere  in  ]>i  lif .  to  ^i 
wif  ne  to  yi  childe  ne  to  J^i  firende  ne  ^eue  none  powers 
ouer  ))ine  selfe  f  For  better  it  were  )»at  yine  childem  asken 
of  l^ine  persone  ]yinji^  yat  hem  nedey .  yan  yon 
yi  self  in  J^e  handes  of  yine  childeme .  [2251]  And  also  if  .1. 
wil  worche  be  ^i  conseillynge .  Certes  my  conseil 
most  som  time  be  secro  til  it  wer  time  j^at  it  must  be 
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knowef  And  pis  ne  may  notilit  bo  dof  [2252.  For  it  is 
written,  ^  pe  langlerye  of  wemmen  can 
fat  yei  wote  nought'  [2253]  Fnrth^ 
sopher  saith, '  in  mked  coonsel,  wemm^ 
and  for  these  reasons  I  ought  not  to^ 
counseL  {See  Prudence^s  answers  to  Reas&ns^i  ^  9jM,m* 
[2254]  IT  Whan  dam  pruden  ful  de1>ona£l^_i 
[with]  al  pacience  hadde  herd  al  )»at  hire  husbond 
lyked  for  to  seye ./  Than  axe  sche  of  him  licence  for  to 
speke .  And  seide  in  ]7is  wise.  [2255]  Mi  lorde  quod  sche  f 
as  to  30ure  first  reson  it  maie  lyhtly  bne 
ansewerd.  ffor  .1.  seie.  it  ne  is  folye  to  chaunge 
counseil.  whan  ]7e  ]7inge  is  chat£ngede  or  elles  whan 
pe  pinge  seme)»  o])erewise  ])an  it  semed  a-fome 
[2256]  And  more  ouere  .1.  saie.  )»eihe  )»at  je  haue 
swome  &  behijt  to  performe  ^oure  empnse.  [and 
natheless  ye  weyve  to  performe  that  same  emprise] 
Be  luste  cause  men  schold  nouht  seine  ]>erefore  ]>at  ^e  were 
a  lyere  ne  for^swome  [2257]  IT  ffor  ]>e  booke  sei]>e  \^t  pe 
wise  man  make)»  no  leseinge  when  he  tome])  his  corage  to 
]»e  bettere  [2258]  IT  An  if  it  so  be  pat  'joure  empnse  be 
establisshet  &  ordeined  be  grete  multitude  of  folke  jit 
pane  pe  nouht  accomplise  pilke  ordinance  hot  jowe  likep  f 
[2259]  IT  For  pe  treupe  of  pinges  &  pe  profit  bene 
rather  y-founde  in  fewe  folke  pat  bien  wise  and  ful  of 
resotme  pan  be  grete  multitude  of  folke  pere  euery  man 
criep  &  claterep  what  hem  likep  i  Suche 
multitude  is  nouht  honest.  [2260]  And  as  to  pe  secund 
reson.  Where  as  je  seine  pat  al  wemmen  bene  wikke. 
saue  joure  grace  f  for  certes  je  dispisen  al  wemmen  in  pia 
wise .  And  he  pat  aH  despisep .  aH  pinge  him  despisep  as  scipe 
pe  boke.//  [2261]  And  Seneca,  seipe  who  pat  woH  haue 
sapience  schaH  no  man  despise .  Bot  he  schal  gladly  teche  pe 
science  pat  .1.  kan.  wip-oute  presumpciofi  or  pnde. 
[2262]  And  suche  pinges  as  nouj  can  he 
schal  not  be  ascamed  to  leren  hem  f  &  to  enqueren  of  lesso 
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fblke  ^an  of  him  self  f  [2263]  And  sire  ^t  ^are  ha^ 
bue  many  a  goode  womman  maie  lihily  be  pnmed 
[2264]  IT  Certes  aire  onre  lorde  ihera  crist  nold 
neotfre  haue  descended  to  be  borne  of  womman  if  al 
wemmen  hadde  be  wikke.  [2265]  And  after  ^t  for 
fe  grete  bonnte  ^t  is  in  wemmen  onre  loide  ihenca 
whan  he  was  lesen  fro  dej^e  to  lyf  f  he  appeared  ra^r  to 
wemmen  )mui  he  dide  to  his  apoeteles  [2266]  And  ]K>uhe 
^t  Salomon  sei]» .  he  ne  fonde  nexur  womman 
goode.  It  fonlowe]^  nonht  ^ere-fbre  ^t  al  wemmen  bo 
wikke  [2267]  Y  For  ^nhe  fai  he  no  fonde  no  good 
womman.  Certes  mony  a  no^  man  haf  founden 
many  a  womnuin  ful  goode  &  trewe.  [2268]  Or  elles 
perauentnre  ]ye  entente  of  Salomon  was  )»as  f  That  as  in 
souereine  bonnte  he  fonde  no  womman  [2269]  Y  J^is  is  to 
seie  ^t  pere  is  no  wight  ^t  hspe  parfite  bonnte 
sane  god  alone  f  as  he  him  self  recorde]^  in  his  euatin- 
gelistef  [2270]  ffor  fere  ne  is  no  creture  ^t  him 
ne  wante|»  sumwhat  of  ye  perfeccton  of  god  ^t  is  his 
makez'  [2271]  IT  The  ^red  reson  is  )»is  IT  je  seie  ^  if 
30  gonem  ^oue  be  my  counsel  f  it  scholde  seme  ]Mtt  30 
hadde  ^eue  to  me  ]»e  maistre .  &  ye  lordeschipe  of  ^oure 
personef  [2272]  Siref  sane  ^ouie  grace  it  is  nonht  so  IT  For 
if  so  were  ^t  noman  scholde  be  conseiled  bot  only 
of  hem  ^t  hadd  lordeschip  &  Meistie  of  his  peraofi. 
Men  nold  noujt  be  counceilled  so  oft.  [2273]  For  sojiely 
^ilke  man  yaX  axe)»  counsel  of  a  pnrposf  ^it  hsye 
frewiH  Yreyei  he  wil  do  after  y&i  counseil  or 
nof  [2274]  IT  And  as  to  ^onre  fer^  reson.  yere  as  je 
seine  ^t  ye  langlerye  of  wemmen  can  hide  J'inges  ^t 
yei  wote  nouht .  As  who  seijie  f  ^t  a  womman  kan  nonht 
hide  yeX  sche  wotef  [2275]  sire  J^es  wordes  bnen  Tnder- 
stonde  of  wemmen  y^t  bien  langlers  &  wikkedf 
[2276]  of  whiche  wemmen  Men  seine  ]»at  yie  fringes 
diiue)»  a  man  onte  of  his  house  IF  jMtt  is  to  seie .  Smoke . 
dropeinge  of  Heine?  &  wikked  wyues.   [2277]  IT  And 
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of  suche  wemmen  aelye  Salomon .  fat  him  were  better  duelle 
in  desert.  )»an  wi^  a  womman  fat  is  reyetous.  [2278]  And 
sire  be  joure  leue  ))at  am  noulit  .1.  [2279]  For  je  haue  ful 
oft  assaide  my  grete  silence  &  my  grete  pacience.  And 
eke  howe  wele  pat  .1.  can  hide  •  &  hele  J^inges  ]>at 
men  onhten  sekerly  to  hidenf  [2280]  IT  And  ioife  as  to 
joore  fift  resonef  wher  as  30  seie  ]>at  in  wiked  (Coun- 
sel wemmen  venquyse^  menf  Gode  wote  ^ilke  ^reson 
stonde])  here  in  no  stede  f  [2281]  IT  For  vnder-stonde])  no  we 
je  ax  conseil  for  to  do  wikkednesse .  [2282]  And  if  30  wil 
wirke  wikkenessef  &  joure  wife  restreyne])  )»ilke 
wikked  purposf  And  ouare-comme  jowe  be  reson  &  bo 
goode  counsel.  [2283]  Certes  jowe  wif  onht  itipei^  to  be 
preised  fan  to  be  blamed.  [2284]  This  schold  je  vnder* 
stande  fe  Philosofre  ^at  sai^.  In  wikked  conseile 
wemmen  yenquisched  her  husbondes.  [2285]  And  fere 
as  je  blame  al  wemmen  &  here  resons  .1.  schal  schew 
joue  be  monye  ensamples  fat  mony  wemmen  han 
bien  ful  goode  &  ^ut  buen .  IT  An  here  consel  holsome 
&  profitable  [2286]  eke:  Sommen  haue  seid  )>at 
counselinge  of  wemmen  es  oi^er  to  dere  or  eUes  to 
lite  of  pnse  [2287]  IT  Bot  al  be  it  so  fat  ful  mony  a 
womman  is  badde .  &  hire  consel  vile  &  not  wor])e . 
^it  ha^e  men  founden  mony  a  goode  womman.  &  ful 
discrete  &  wise  in  counselinge .  [2288]  IF  Lo  lacob  ^oruhe 
fe  good  counsel  of  his  modei'  Bebec  /./  whan  he  hadde .  fe 
benyson  of  his  fader .  &  J»e  lordschip  ou^re  al  his  brefer . 
[2289]  IT  Indite  }>oruhe  hire  goode  counsel  deliuerd  fe  Cite 
of  BuJ^hilie  in  whiche  sche  duelte  oute  of  fe  hande  of 
Olifemce  fa,t  hit  besegedf  &  wolde  haue  al  destruyed 
it.  [2290]  IT  Abegayle  deliuer  Nabal  bird  husbonde  fro 
dauid  ye  kinge  ])at  wold  haue  sleyne  him  &  apesed 
)»e  ire  of  ^  kinge  be  hire  witte  &  be  hire  good  counseil- 
inge.  [2291]  Ester  be  hire  counseile  enchauncede 
gretlye  ^e  peple  of  god  in  fe  reigne  of  Assur 
[2292]  IT  And  pQ  same  bounte  in  goode  conselingc  of 
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mony  wemmen  mai  men  tett  [2293]  IT  And  for^ere  moro 
-wban  ^t  owre  lorde  hadde  created  Adam  oxue  forme  fadere. 
he  seide  in  ^is  wiae  [2294]  it  is  nouht  good  to  hue  a 
man  alone  Maake  "we  an  helpeie  semblable  to  him 
self!  [2295]  Hera  maie  30  see  )rat  if  )»at  vemmen 
were  nouht  goode  &  here  counseile  goode  &  pre^fitablef 
[2296]  oure  lorde  god  of  heuen  ne  wold  nej^  haue  wiooht 

hem  ne  called  hem  ^  helper  of  man .     [ 

•  •]  [2297]  IT  And  fere  seide  ones  a  clerk  in  too  veis. 
What  is  better  ^an  golde.  lasperf  what  is  better  )»an 
lasper .  wisdome .  [2298]  And  what  is  better  ^an  wiadome 
Womman  /./  And  whatt  is  bestcr  ^an  womman .  ^t  is  a  good 
womman .  no]yinge .  [2299]  IT  And  sire  be  monye  of  o^ere 
xesons  may  ^e  seen  Jmt  mony  wemmen  ben  goode. 
&  eke  here  conseile  goode  &  profitable  also  [2300]  IT  And 
^^or  sire  if  je  wil  trust  vnto  mi  cotmsel  .L  schal  restore 
joure  doubter  hole  &  sounde.  [2301]  and  eke  ^t  .1.  wil  done 
to  30we  so  muche  psi  ^e  schal  haue  honoure  in  ^is  caas 

[2302]  IT  whan  Melibe  hadde  herde  ^  wonles  of  his 
wif  Prudence,  he  seide  ^usf  [2303]  That  pe 
wordes  of  Salomon  is  so^  f  for  he  8ei)»e  ])at  pe  wordes  ^at 
buen  spoken  discretelye  be  ordinance  bien  honye  combes  f 
For  pel  ^eue  swetnesse  to  ^e  soule  &  holesomenesse 
to  pe  bodyef  [2304]  And  wif  be  cause  of  ^i  swete 
wordes  &  eke  for  .1.  haue  prouede  &  assaide  ))i  grete 
sapience  &  )»i  grete  trew^  .1.  wil  goueme  me  be  ^i 
consel  in  al  ^ge 

[2305]  Y  Nowe .  sire  quod  Dam  Prudence  &  se])en  ^e 
Touche  sauf  to  be  gouemde  be  my  counsel  .1.  wil  en- 
forme  )owe  how  pai  ^e  schal  goueme  joure  selue  In  cheseinge 
of  joure  counselours .  [2306]  Y  3o  schol  first  forme  al  joure 
werkes  mckely .  besecheinge  to  pe  hihe  gode  ])at  he  wolde 
be  joure.  ^consellour.  [2307]  And  8chape|>  jowe  to  suche 
entent  ^t  he  jeue  ^owe  consel  &  comforte  as  tauLt 
Thobe  to  his  son  [2308]  Att  aH  times  ^ou  schalt  blissa 
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god  &  prei  him  to  diessen  )»ine  weies .  And  loke  also  J>at 
fi  conzusele  ben  in  him  for  euermore.  [2309]  IT  Seint 
lame  sei^  if  any  of  jowe  haue  nede  of  sapiens  aske 
it  of  god  [2310]  IT  And  afterward  faxi  schobie  30  take 
counsel  in  jonre  self  And  examine  wele  3011T6  owen  wittes  of 
suche  ^inges  as  jowe  ^nke)»  )»at  is  beste  for  jonre  profit 
[2  3 11]  IT  And  yskH  schal  je  driue  fro  ^onre  hert 
J^enges  ^t  bene  contrarioos  to  good  cons^.  [2312] 
)»at  is  to  so  seie .  Ire .  couetise .  &  hastenesse . 

[2313]  IT  First  he  fat  askep  counsel  of  him  self  certes 

he  most  be  wi^nten  ire    [ [2314] 

no  gap  in  the  MS.]  &  wrathe  in 

hinzHBelf  f  He  wene)»  al  waie  )»at  he  male  do  ^inge  )»at  he 
male  nonht  dof  [2315]  And  secundlj  he  ]»at  is  yrons 
&  mofe  he  may  nonht  wel  [    ...     [2316]     ..     . 

no  gap  in  the  MSJ]   counsel  [2317]  IT  )»e 

)»redde  is  yisi  Jrat  he  fat  is  Irons  &  wroj^e  as  sei)>e 
Senec  ne  maie  noo^t  speke  hot  blame-ful  )»inges.  [2318] 
And  wip  ]yilke  vicions  wordesf  he  stire]»  of  ere  folke  to 
angor.  &  to  Ire.  [2319]  IT  And  eke  str  ^owe  most  drede 
couetise  &  pnt  it  oute  of  jonre  hert .  [2320]  IT  For  fe  Apostel 
sei]»ef  )Hit  Couetise  is  ^  rote  of  al  haimes  [2321]  IT  And 
tmstep  riht  wele  pat  a  couetouse  man  can  noujt  deme  ne 
^inke  bot  only  to  fulfil  ]»e  ende  of  his  couetise  f  [2322]  And 
certes  )Mtt  mai  neuer  be  acomplised  Y  For  eoer 
^  mo  abundance  yob  he  ha^  of  riches  ye  more 
he  desire]? .  [2323]  IF  And  str  ^oue  most  also  driue  oute 
of  joure  herte  hastifiiesse  [2324]  For  certes  je  maie 
not  deme  for  30  best  A  sodan  ^uht  ^at  falle^  in 
^oure  herte  Bot  jow  mot  ayise  on  it  ful  oft.  [2325] 
For  as  je  haue  herde  here-be-fomef  ye  commune  prouerbe 
is  yiB .  That  he  yat  son  deme  sone  repente^ . 

[2326]  IT  8ir6  je  be  not  alweie  in  like  disposidone . 
[2327]  For  certes  some  Jnnge  ^t  some  time  seme^  to 
^owe     goode     for    to     dof     Ano)»er    time    it    seme^ 

to  yywe  ye  COntrarie  14  grmt  tU  tt  mow  nmttttd  i»  LamJomn*^ 
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[HI  Bif.  17  D  [2328]  [Whan  ye  han  taken  connaeil  vnto  yoxue  self'  and 

^^"  han  demed  bi  goode  deliberaciotui)  soche  ihyng<  as  jaw 

aemytb  best^  [2329]  than  rede  I  yow  that  ye  kepe  it 
aecre  [2330]  bewxy  yonie  connseil  to  no  persone. 
bnt^  if  so  be  that'  ye  wene  sikerly  that*  thiuqg^  yowre 
be-wreyeng*  your  condicion>  shalbe  to  yonre  more 
profitable  [2331]  ffor  Jhe$tis  Syrak*  seytii  neyther  to  thy 
f 00  ne  to  thy  £rien<l  diBcoo^re  nat^  thi  secree  ne  thi  folye 
[2332]  for  they  wil  yeTe  the  andience  and  lokyng*  and 
vapportadonn  in  thi  presence  and  scorn  in  thy 
absence  [2333]  Another  clerk*  seytli  that*  scaisly  thow  ahalt^ 
fynde  any  persone  that*  may  kepe  thy  connsaile  secretly 
[2334]  ^0  booke  seytb  while  that*  thow  kepesf  thy  oonn- 
seil  in  thyn  hert*  thow  kepist^  it*  in  thy  prison  [2335]  and 
when  thow  bewryesf  thy  counseil  to  any  wight*  he  holditfi 
the  in  his  snare  [2336]  And  theifor  yow  is  better  to 
hide  yonre  counseile  in  yowre  herf  than  pray  hym  to 
whom  ye  haye  bewreyed  yonre  counseil  that^  he  wil  kepe 
it^  dose  and  stille  [2337]  ffor  Senek*  seytli  if  so  be 
that*  thow  ne  mayst*  thyn  owne  connseil  hide  /  how 
dantow  pray  any  other  wights  thy  eonnseil  secretely  to 
kepe  /  [2338]  Bat*  natheles  if*  thow  wene  sikedy  that* 
thy  bewreyeng*  of*  thi  connseil  to  a  persone  wil  make  thy 
condicion  to  stands  in  the  better  plite  than  shalt^  thow 
telle  hym  thy  oounseyl  in  this  wise  [2339]  ffirst*  thow 
shalV  make  no  semblannt^  whether  the  were  lenere  pes  than 
werre  or  this  or  that*  ne  shews  hym  naf  thy  wil  and 
thyn  entenf.  [2340]  for  trusts  wde  that*  comundy  thiae 
connseUottTB  bien  flaterers  [2341]  namdy  the  connseiUoMv 
of*  grete  lordes  [2342]  for  they  enforcen  hem  alwey 
rather  to  speke  plesannt*  woxdis  endyneng*  to  the  lord  his 
lust*,  than  wordis  that*  bisn  trewe  or  profitable  [2343]  and 
therfor  men  ^  seyn  that^  the  riche  man  hat&  sielde  goode  conn- 
seil .  bnf  if  he  haye  it^  of*  hym  self*  [2344]  and  after  thal^ 
thow  shdl^  considre  thy  friendis  and  thyn  enemyes 
[2345]  And  as  towchyng*  thy  friendis  thow  shalt*  con- 
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sidre  whiche    of*   hern   bien    mosf   feythful   and   most*      cmbb«kO 
wise  and  most*  eldest*  and  most*  appieyecl  in  connseillyng* 
[2346]  and  of*  hem  shalf  thow  axe  thi  coonseil  as  the 
caas  requiiitli 

[2347]  I  sey  that*  first*  ye  shid  depe  to  yowre  coun- 

seil  yowre  friendis  that*  bien  triewe  [2348]  ffor  Salamon 

saith  for  right*  as  the  hert*  of*  man  delitit^  in  savour 

that*    is   swete  right*   so   the   co'nnseil  of*   thy  friendis 

yevitfi  swefnesse  to  the  soule  [2349]  he  seyth  also  ther 

may  nothyng<  be  lykned  to  the  true  Mende  [2350]  ffor 

certes  gold  ne  silu^  be  nat*  so  moche  wortii  as  the 

goode  wiUe  of*  a  triewe  friendl   [2351]   And  he  seytll 

that*  a  triewe  friend  is  a  stronge  defence  who  so  that* 

if     fynditli     certis     he      fyndith     a     grete     tresonr 

[2352]    than    shnl    ye    eke    considre    if*    that*    yowre 

triewe   friendis   bien  discrete   and  wise  for  the   booke 

seyth  aske  alwey  thy  oounseil  of*  hem  that*  bien  wise 

[2353]  And  be  this  same  reason  ye  mow  clepe  to  youre 

counseil  of*  yowre  friendis  that*  bien  of  age  [^qui  assez 

&rd  veu]  and  bien  expert*  in  many  thynges  and  han  ben 

apprevecl  in  counseillynges  [2354]  ffor  the  booke  seyth 

in    old   men    is   al    the    sapience   and    in    long*   tyme 

the    prudence    [2355]    As    Tullius    seyt&    that*    grete 

thynges  ne  be  naf  acompliced  bi  strength  ne  be  delyuer- 

ncsse  of*  body .  but*  by  goode  counseile  and  bi  auctorite 

of*  p^rsones  and  bi  science  The  whiche  .iij.  thynges  ne 

be  nat*  fiebled  bi  age  but*  certes  they  enforcen  and  en- 

cresen   day  bi   day  [2356]    And   than   shul   ye   kepe 

this  for  a  general  rewle  ffirst*  ye  shul   clepe  to  your 

coonseil  a  fewe   of*   youre  friendis   that*  bien   especial 

[2357]   ffor    Salamon  sait&  many  friendis   hare  thow. 

but*  among*  a  M*.  chese  the  oon  in  especial  to  be  thy  coun- 

seillour  [2358]  for  albe  if  so  thaf  thow  firsf  ne  telle  thy 

counseiii  buf  to  a  fewe  t^ow  maysf  after-warde  tel  if  to 

mo  folk*  if*  if  be  nede  [2359]  buf  loke  alwey  thaf  thy 

counseillottrs  have  thylk*  .iij.  condicions  thaf  I  have  seyde 
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tKi%tgA7VU,   lieforo.  that^  ia  to  sey  that*  they  be  triewe  wise  and 

old  expmenoe  [2360]  and  werk5  naf  alwey  in  eaerj 
,  node   be  00  connBeillour  alone  for   somtyme   behovitfe 

it*  to  be  coonaeiled  be  many  [2361]  ffor  Salamon  seytB 
ealnacioii)  of   thynges   is  where  as   there    bien   many 

etui^^  oomiseiilottrBj 

[2362]  T  Now  bane  .L  tolde  ^owe  of  wbiche  foDce 
)e  scfaolde  be  oonnseled  Vowe  wil  .1.  teche  ^owe  whiche 
counsefi  je  owe  to  eschewe  [2363]  T  ffiist  ^e  scholne  eschewe 
ye  couDBeillinge  of  foles.  Salomon  eei^f  Take^  no  coun- 
eell'  of  no  foole  for  he  wil  coonsel  bot  af%^  his 
owen  lust  and  his  affeccionsf  [2364]  T  The  booke  sei^ 
^t  fe  pivperte  of  a  foole  is  ^.  He  trone]»  lyhtly 
haime  of  en^iy  whightf  &  lyhtly  tzone]»  a  bonnte  In 
him  self  [2365]  T  Thon  schalt  eke  eschewe  ^  cotmseileinge 
of  al  flaterers  whiche  enforcen  hem  ra^  to  preysen 
joure  persons  by  flatiy  ^an  for  to  tel  30W  fe  aofe- 
'fastnesse  of  fe  ^inge . 

[2366]  Wherefore  tnllins.  sei])e  Amonge  al  fe 
pestelence  ^t  ben  in  frenschip  ]>e  grettest '.  is 
flaterief  And  ^er-fore  is  it  more  nede  ^t  ^ue  eschewe 
&  diede  flatrexs  ^an  any  o^r  peple .  [2367]  The 
boke  seij^e  ^u  schalt  ra^  [diede  and]  fle  fro  ^ 
swete  wordes  of  flateiinge  &  preiseinge  ^t  from  fe  egre 
wordes  of  ^ine  firende  ^t  sei])e  fe  fi  aoyesi  [2368] 
Salomon,  sei^f  The  wordes  of  a  fiaterer  is  a  snare 
to  cache  innocence.  [2369]  T  He  seij^e  alsof  He 
jMit  spekep  to  his  frendes  wordes  of  swettneesef  &  al 
plesancef  sette^  a  nette  to  for  his  fete  to  cache  himf 
[2370]  And  ferefoT  tnllins  Beiye  Enclyne  non^t  ^ine 
eres  to  flatere[r]8  ne  take  no  connsel  of  wordes  of 
flaterye  f  [2371]  And  Caton  *  Aviae  ye  wele  & 
eschewe  fe  wordes  of  'swetenesse  &  of  plesancef 
[2372]  T  And  eke  ^on  schalt  eschewe  ^e  cotmsellinge  of 
^ine  olde  enmys  ^at  be  reconsiled  [2373]  T  The 
boke    sei]>e    pat   no    whiht  retomep    saily  in    to    ^ 
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grace  of  his  olde  enmye.  [2374]  And.  Isope.  scipe.  Ne 
trust  nouht  to  hem  to  whiche  some  time  fou  hast  hadd  werre 
or  enemetef  ne  tefi  hem  nouht  pine  coonsett.  [2375]  IT  And 
Senec  tellep  pe  cause  whif  It  maie  nouht  be  seip  he 
pat  where  longe  time  fire  hape  endured  pat 
pere  dwellep  som  tyme^vapoure  of  hetef  [2376]  IT  And 
p^refor  seip  Salomon .  In  pine  olde  foo  truste  pou  neuer^ . 
[2377]  ffor  sekerly  pouhe  pine  enmye  be  reconsilede 
&  makep  pe  p^re  of  humylite  &  louief  to  pe 
wip  his  hede  ne  trust  him  neu^re.  [2378]  ffor  certes 
he  makep  pilke  feyned  humylite  more  for  his  profit 
pan  for  any  humylite .  or  for  any  loue  of  pin  p^rsone  [ 

no  gap]  be  suche  feyned 

countenance.  The  whiche  victorie.  he  myht  haue  be 
strif  of  werre.  [2379]  IT  And  Peter  alfons  seipe  Maake  no 
felaweschepe  wip  pine  olde  enmys  f  ffor  if  pou  done  hem 
bounte  pel  willen  peruerten  it  to  wikkednessef 
[2380]  IT  And  eke  pou  most  eschiewe  pe  counselinge  of 
pine  86ruant)  pat  beren  pe  grete  reudrencef  ffor 
parauenture  pei  seine  it  more  for  drede  pan  for  loue 
[2381]  And  perfore  seipe  a  philosofer  in  pis 
wise .  Ther  is  no  wyght  paTi&tly  trewe  to  hime  pat  he  to 
sore  dredepf  [2382]  And  Tullius  seipe  There  is  no 
wight  so  grete  of  any  emp«roure)  pat  longe  maie  endure 
bot  if  he  haue  loue  of  pe  peple  &  drede 
[2383]  IT  pou  schalt  eschewe  also  pe  counselinge  of  folke 
pat  bien  dronkenlewe  for  pei  ne  can  no  counseH  hide. 
[2384]  Salomon .  seipe .  pere  nys  no  pr/uete  pere  as  r^pep 
drunkennesse  [2385]  IT  30  scholne  haue  also  in  suspecte 
to  pe  counselinge  of  suche  folke  as  counsel  jowe  a  pinge 
prtuely  &  counsel  jowe  a  thinge  pat  is  contrarye  openly 
[2386]  IT  ffor  Cassidorie .  seipe  pat  it  is  a  maner  sleihte  to 
hindren  his  enmye  whan  he  schewep  to  done  a  pinge  openlye 
&  wirkep  pr»uely  pe  controrie .  [2387]  IT  pou  schalt  haue 
also  in  pi  suspecte  pe  counselinge  of  wikked  folke  [  .  . 
• no  gap]  pat  is  alweie  ful 
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of  fraudo  i  [2388]  And  Dauid  aei^  ^t  blisful  is  fe  man 
^t  ha^  noubt  foulowed  Jie  coimse[l]  of  scbiewes .  [2389] 
T  The  schalt  also  escliewe  ^  conTwelinge  of  ^onge  f olke  f 
fEbr  here  cotrnfielinge  is  nouht  npe  as  Salomon  sei^ 

[2390]  IT  Nowesiie  sevens  .L  haue  schewde  joneof  whiche 
folke  je  Bcholne  take  counseile  &  of  whiche  folks  je  schoUen 
folowe  ^e  counseti:  [2391]  IT  Kow  wil  .L  techeche  howe  je 
Bcholne  examyne  jouie  couitsele  after  ]>e  doctrine  of  tullina 
[2392]  T  In  ])e  examenynge  ^an  of  301110  conselonie 
30  scholne  consideie  many  J^inges  [2393]  Al])eie  fiist  jKm 
schalt  consLdere  ^ilke  ^inge  yaX  foxi  purposed  1 
and  ypon  wbat  )inge  y>\L  wolte  haue  counsel  pat  yeney 
treu^  be  seide  &  conseruede.  fia  to  seiel  Tel 
tieuly   ^in   tale.    [2394]    For   he   ^t   sei^  fSals  mays 

wele  be  counseled  in  ]»Lt  caasf    [ ]    [2395] 

IT  And  after  ]»at  fon  schalt  consideren  fe  J^inges  ]at 
accorden  to  ^t  ^u  purpoeest  for  to  be  by  ^ine  counsel- 
loures  if  reson  accords^  fere  to  /./  [2396]  And  eke  if  ^i 
myht  maie  atteigne  pere  to  f  IT  And  if  ye  more  part  &  pe 
bettere  parte  of  ^ouie  cot^nsellot^rs  accorden  ^er^to  or  no 
[2397]  ^enne  schal  )k>u  considere  whatt  |»inge  schal 
folowe  of  hire  counselinge .  As  hate  pees .  werre . 
grace  profit  o^  Damage  or  many  o^ir  ^inges5 
[2398]  And  in  al  ^inges  pon  schalt  schese  fe 
best  and.  And  ^weife  al  of  ere  ]>inges  [2399]  IT  Than 
schalt  ^ou  considered  of  what  rote  it  is  engenderd  fe  matier 
of  pine  counsel  &  what  fruyte  it  maie  conceive  & 
engendre.  [2400]  fou  schalt  eke  considerer  al  pea 
causes  for  whiche  pei  bue  sprongef  [2401]  ^  And 
whan  ^e  haue  examyne  joure  counsel  as  .L  haue  seide 
and  whiche  partye  is  better  &  more  profitable!  & 
hast  approued  it  be  mony  wise  folke  &  oldef  [2402] 
pan  schalt  pon  considere.  if  pou  maist  performo  it  & 
make  a  good  ende.  [2403]  For  certes  reson  wil  nouht 
pat  any  man  schail:  beginne  a  pinge  bot  if  he  myht 
p^onne  it  as  him  ouhtf    [2404]   Ne  no  wight  schol 
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taken  ypon  him  so  heuy  a  charge  pat  he  ne  myht  here 
it.  [2405]  IT  For  ]»e  p-ouerbe  soi]»f  He  ]»at  to  muche 
enbracet  distieynejy  litul .  [2406]  And  Caton  sei^e 
Asseie  snche  ])inge  as  ]>ou  hast  pouere  to  done 
lest  ])e  charge  oppresse  ]>e  to  soref  pat  fe 
be-hoae|»  to  weyve  Jinge  pat  fou  hast  begonne 
[2407]  IT  And  if  so  be  ]»oa  be  in  doute  whepe  ^ou 
maiste  p^rforme  a  pinge  or  none  f  chese  ra^er  for  to  sufifur 
^an  for  to  beginne  [2408]  IT  And  Peter  Alphon  sey^e .  If 
])ou  hast  myht  to  done  a  ]»inge  of  whiche  poxi  most 

repent.  [ [2409]  .    .    . 

.  .  no  gap]  It  is  better  to  hold  pine  tonge  stilif  pan. 
for  to  speke  [2410]  IT  Then  may  .1.  vnder-stonde  be 
stronger  resofles  ]»at  if  ))oa  hast  power  to  performe  a 
werko  of  whiche  ))0u  schalt  repent  J>e.  Than  .is  it  better 
]»at  pou  suffiir  ]>an  begynnel  [241 1]  wele  seyne  ))ei  ]»at 
defenden  enery  whight  to  assaie  a  thinge  of  whiche  he  is 
in  doute  where  he  mai  performe  it  or  nonef  [2412] 
And  after  whan  je  haue  examined  joure  conTtseti:  f  as  J. 
bane  seide  be-fomef  And  knowej^e  wele  pat  ^e  maie  pe?*- 
fonne  joure  empnse  conferme  it  pan  sadly  til  ^it  be  alt 
an  ende. 

[2413]  IT  Nowe  is  it  reson  &  time  pat  .1.  schewe  ^owe 
whenne  &  where  f  for  pat  ^e  maie  chaunge  joure  cot^nsel- 
lours  wip-outen  3onre  reprone  [2414]  IT  Sopely  a  man 
maie  channge  his  pnrpos  &  his  counsel  if  pe  cause 
sesepf  or  whan  a  newe  caas  be-tidepf  [2415]  ffor  pe 
lawe  seip  vpoii  pinges  pat  newly  be-tyden  be-houep 
new  counsel  f  [2416]  And  senec  saipe.  If  pi  counseH 
come  to  pe  heres  of  pine  ennemys  chatmge  pi  counsel. 

[2417]    [ ]  if  so  be 

pat  pon  finde  pat  be  errour  or  be  any  opere 
cause  harme  or  damage  may  betide  [2418]  IT  Also  if  pi 
counsel  be  dishoneste.  or  elles  come  of  dishonest  cause 
change  pine  counsel.  [2419]  For  pe  lawe  seipe  pat 
al  behestes  pat  bene  dishonest  ne  biene  of  no  valewf 
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[2420]  IT  And  eke  if  it  so  be  pai  it  be  impossible  or  male 
no^t  gladlj  be  perfourmed  or  kepet 

[2421]  ^  And  take  ])is  for  a  general  rewlo .  Tbat  eu^ry 
counsel  fsX  is  enfonned  so  strongely  ^t  it  male  not  be 
chaunged  for  no  condicion  ]>at  maie  be  tidef  L  saie  ]»t 
ilke  counsel  is  wykked  i 

[2422]  IT  Mellibens  whan  be  badde  berde  ^e  doctrine  of 
Ms  yrif  Dame  Pradence.  be  anseward  in  ]>is  wise. 
[2423]  Dame  quod  be  as  ^it  vnto  }ns  time  30 
baue  wele  taubt  me  as  in  gene^ral  bowe  .L 
scbal  goueme  me .  &  in  ))e  cbeseinge .  &  in  wi]>boldeingB 
of  my  counsellours .  [2424]  IT  Bott  nowe  wolde  .L  £eune  ]>at 
je  wolde  condescende  in  specialef  [2425]  and  telleji  ma 
bowe  ]»at  like|»  jowe  or  bowe  ^at  seme]»  30W  be  owre  cotin- 
sellours  ^t  we  baue  cbose  in  pis  present  nede 

[2426]  IT  Mi  lorde  quod  scbe  .L  besecbe  ^owe  in  al  bum- 
blesse  ^t  30  wold  noubt  wilfully  leprouen  a3eine  myn  reaouns 
ne  distemp^  3oure  berte  ^ibe  .1.  speke  )»inge  ya,i  30W0 
displese  [2427]  IT  ffor  god  wote  as  in  myne  entent  .1. 
speke  it  as  for  pe  bestf  for  3oure  bonoure  &  for  3oure 
profit  ekel  [2428]  And  solely  .1.  bope  ^t  3oure  'be- 
nignite  wil  tak  it  in  pacience  //  [2429]  And  trustep  to  me 
wele  p3.t  30ure  consel  in  pla  ne  scbold 
nou3t  as  to  speke  properly  be  called  a  counsellinge ;  bot  A 
mocion  or  ameueioge  of  folye .  [2430]  IT  In  wbicbe  counsel 
30  baue  berde  in  mony  a  sondre  wyse  5 

[2431]  first  &  forwaide  30  baue  berde  in  pe  assem- 
blinge  of  30ure  counsellours  f  [2432]  ffor  first  30  scbold 
baue  cleped  a  fewe  folk  to  30ure  couns^ .  IT  And  after  ptX  30 
mybt  baue  scbewde  it  to  mo  folke  if  it  badd  be  nede  5  // 
[2433]  Bot  certes  sodanly  3e  baue  cleped  to  30ure  conn- 
Bel  a  grete  multitude  of  peple  ful  cbargeaunt  &  ful 
annoyus  for  to  bare  f  [2434]  IT  And  also  3e  baue  berde  for* 
)>or  as  3e  scholde  onely  baue  cleped  to  30ure  counsel 
30ure  trewe  frendes  olde  &  wisel  [2435]  ^  3®  h&ud  cleped 
also  strange  folk  3onge  folke  false  flateres.  &  ennemya 
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reconsiled .  And  folke  fat  do  3owe  reudrence  wipe  outen 
loae  [2436]  And  eke  also  30  haue  herde  for  je  haue 
bix)uht  wij)  30U  to  3oure  counseU.  Ire.  couetise./  & 
hastinesse./  [2437]  IT  pe  whiche  pre  pinges  be  con- 
trarie  to  eo^ry  good  conseH  &  honest .  &  profitable  i  [2438] 
The  whiche  pve  ]»inge  30  haue  nouht  anentisched  ofer  de- 
struyde  hem  neyfere  in  3oaTe  self  ne  in  3onie  connsellours  as 
30 we  auht  [2439]  IT  3e  haue  heide  also  for  30  haue  schewde 
to  30ure  consellou7'3  30ure  talent,  ^our  aiTeccion 
anone  for  to  do  vengeance  1  [2440]  And  fei  haue 
aspide  be  3oure  wordes  to  what  pinge  30  be  enclynedf 
[2441]  And  fe7'e  fore  haue  \>ei  mpQi  coa7?seld 
3owere  talent  f  pan  to  30ure  profitte.//  [2442]  3e  haue  herd 
also  for  30  we  seme  J)  it  suffice])  to  haue  be  coun- 
scld  bo  pia  counselloM7'8  onely  &  be  lytil  avisef 
[2443]  where  as  in  so  grete  <&  in  so  hihe  a  nede  it  hadde 
bue  neccssarie  mo  counsellours  &  mo  delib[er]ac/ones  to 
performe  30ure  emprise .  [2444]  IF  Also  30 
haue  nou3t  herde  30ure  counseU  in  pe  forseid 
manere  ne  in  dieu  manere  as  pe  caas  require^ .  [2445]  IF  30 
haue  herde  also  for  3e  haue  maade  no  diuisiou  be  tuex 

[ no  gap]  30ure  trewe 

frendes  &  ^oure  feyned  counselloures  [2446]  Ne  30  haue 
nouht  knowe  pe  wiii  of  30ure  trew  frendes  olde  &  wise . 
[2447]  ^^  3^  h&Jie  cast  al  here  wordes  in  an  hoche  x)oche 
&  enclyned  30ure  hert  to  J>e  more  part  and  to  ]>e 
gretter  nombre  [and  there  be  ye  condescended  [2448] 
Et  iu  6C€Z  hien  que  lea  foU  eont  totutjours  en  plus  grant 
nombre  que  lea  sages,]  of  foles  pan  of  wise  men  i  [2449]  And 
pare  for  pe  counsellinge  pat  ben  at  congregaciot^n  &  mul- 
titude of  folkl  pere  as  men  tak  more  rewarde  to  pe 
nombre  pan  to  pe  Sapience,  of  pcrsones.  [2450]  IF  30  se  wele 
pat  in  suche  consellinge  pe  foles  haue  pe  maistre.  [2451] 
IF  Mellibe  anscward  &  seide  a3eine  .1.  graunt  wele  pat 
.1.  haue  herde  [2452]  Bot  pere  as  pou  hast  tolde  me  here 
befome .  Tliat  he  nys  nouht  to  blame  to  chaunge  his  con- 
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liane  him  in  protectione  A  bien  his  sonsreigne  helpeinge 
at  his  nede  f  [2492]  ffor  certes  in  ^is  werlde  ^ere  117B  no 
wiht  pat  nud  be  coonseld  ne  kepped  suffidantlj  vrtih- 
onten  ^  kepeinge  of  oure  lor[d]  ihera  crist  5  [2493]  To  fia 
sentence  accoidep  fe  profet  danid  fat  Beife.  [2494] 
If  god  ne  kepe  fe  Citee.  in  Idel  wakep  he  ^t  it  kepep 
[2495]  ^  ^^^  ^^^  y^^  scholne  je  qwite  fe  kepeinge  of 
^oure  persofi  to  ^oun  trewe  frendes  fat  bene  apioued 
&  yknowef  [2496]  A  of  hem  schol  je  azen  %elpe  ^ore 
persone  for  to  kepe  IT  For  Caton  sei]^  if  ^u  hast 
nede  of  helpe  ax  it  of  ^i  frendes.  [2497]  For  fere  is 
none  so  good  a  fesicien  as  is  pi  trew  frende  [2498] 
T  And  after  f\a  schal  je  kepe  ^owe  frome  al 
strange  folke  &  fro  lyersf  And  alweye  haue  in  suspect 
here  companye  [2499]  ^  ^^^  ^^^  Alphofi  aeife  Ke 
take  no  company  bepe  were  of  a  stiannge  man  bot  it 
80  be  )>ou  bane  knowe  him  of  longer  timef  [2500] 
And  if  it  so  be  ]Mit  he  M  into  pi  compaigne  per- 
aduenture  wi)H>nten  pine  assent  f  [2501]  enquere  pan 
as  sotelly  as  pan  canste  of  his  cofinerBacioJi  &  of  his  lif 
be-fore  f  A  feyneinge  pine  weie  seyinge  fou  woldest  go  peder 
as  pan  woldest  not  go  i  [2502]  K  he  beie  a  spere 
hold  pe  ofi  pe  riht  side  of  him .  &  if  he  here  a  swerde 
holde  on  pe  left  side  of  him.  [2503]  A  pan  schal 
30  kepe  jowe  vislye  fro  al  suche  manure  of 
peple  as  .L  hane  seide  yywe  here  be-fore.  &  hem  &  here  coun- 
sett  eschewe.  [2504]  And  after  pis  pan  schal  je  kepe  ^owe 
in  suche  manere  [2505]  pat  for  any  presumpcion  of  ^oure 
bodely  strengep  pat  ^e  dispise  nouht  ne  acomptep  nou^t'  pe 
miht  of  joure  aduersarie  so  lit  pat  30  lette  pe 
kepeinge  of  30ure  persofi  for  30ure  presumpciofi .  [2506] 
For  euery  wiseman  dredep  his  enemyef  [2507]  IT  And 
Salomon  seipo.  welfuH  is  he  pat  of  al  hape  drede 
[2508]  For  certes  he  pat  hap  poruhe  hardenesse  of  his 
hertel  and  poruhe  pe  hardinesse  of  him  self  hap  so 
giete  presumpcioji  him  schal  yuel  betide  i  [2509]  And  pan 
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Bchal  ^e  euer  more  enconteiewaite  en-buschementez  and  si 
espyaile     [2510]     ^     ffor     as     8eiJ)e     )»e     wiseman. 

[ '.     .     .  no  gap.]   [2511]  lie  ne 

Miep  in  no  perile  fat  perilousncs  escliewe]>  [251 3]  IT  And  al 
be  it  80  ^at  fon  seme  )»t  fan  be  in  secrete  place  3it 
schalt  |»ou  alweie  done  fi  diligence  i;?.  ]»e  kepeinge  of  ^i  ]per- 
sonf  [2513]  ]>is  is  to  seie  be  noubt  nedigent  to  kepe  pi 
p^rsofl  Koubt  onely  fro  ^i  grettest  enemye  bot  only  fix)  ^i 
leste  enmye.  [2514]  Senec.  seij^e.  A  man  pat 
is  wele  a-vised  be  diede})  bis  lest  enemyef  [2515]  Guide, 
sei]).  ^at  pe  litel  wesel  wil  sle  ^e  grete  bnil:  &  pe 
wilde  belt.  [2516]  And  pe  prouerbe  8ei]»e  a  litel  ^ome 
mai  greue  a  kinge  ful  sore  &  a  lite  bnnde  wil 
bolde  pe  -wilde  bore  [2517]  bot  na^elesse  ,1.  seie  noubt 
^011  scbal  noubt  be  so  grete  a  cowarde  pai  ]»ou  doute  wbere  as 
is  no  drede  [2518]  IT  Tbe  book  seij^e :  ^at  sofnme  men  baue 
grete  lust  to  deceyue  f  Bot  ^ei  dred  to  be  de- 
ceyuedf  [2519]  [Aprh^  tu  te  dots  garder  de  venin] 
And  kepe  ^e  from  pe  company  of  scoreners  f  [2520] 
for  pe  boke  seij^e  poi  scomers  make])  no  company, 
bot  fle  bere  word  as  venum . 

[2521]  IT  I^owe  as  to  ])e  secunde  point,  pere  as  joure 
counsellours  cons^  30W  to  wamystor  joure  bouses 
witA  grete  diligence.//  [2522]  I.  wold  fein  knowebowe  Jat 
3e  vnderstonde  pUke  wordes  &  wbat  is  joure  sentence 

[2523]  IT  Millebeus  ansewarde  &  seidef  certes  .L  vnder- 
stonde in  pia  wise  pat  .1.  scbal  wamstore  myne  bouse 
Yfip  toures  sucbe  as  bape  casteles  &  opere  manure 
edifices  f  &  armour  &  arcbers  [2524]  be  wbicbe 
]>inge.  If  JL  maie  my  person  &  my  bous  so  kepe.  & 
defende  ^at  myne  enemys  scbal  be  in  drede  my 
bous  to  aprocbe 

[2525]  IT  To  ^is  sentence  anseward  aruone  dame  Prudens 
wamyscbeinge  quod  scbe  of  bibe  toures  &  of  bibs 
edifices  apparteined  som  time  to  pride  f  [2526]  And  eke  men 
make  bibe  toures .  [et  Jes  edifices  a  grant  traueU  ei  a  gratis 
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despem  /  lU  quant  dies  9ont  fiuies  dies  ne  voUerU  rien  se 
dies  ne  smd  deffendues  par  saiges  et  par  loyaulz  amiz  j* 
ffraru  missions  (MS  Beg.  19  C  xi,  leaf  58,  coL  2)]  [2527] 
And  yndentand  wele  ^t  fe  grettest  &  fe  strangest 
gansoli  ^t  a  riche  man  male  bane .  ^  As  wele  to  kepen  his 
person  &  bis  goodes  is  [2528]  ^t  he  be  byloned 
wi|»  his  subiectes  A  wi])  bis  nei3bourB  //  [2529]  ffor 
>iis  seip  TuUiusf  Thet  J«re  is  a  manere  Gamyson  J»t 
man  maie  venqaysscben  ne  disoomfite  And  ^t  is  [2530] 
a  lord  to  be  loned  of  his  Citejeines  And  of  bis  peple 

[2531]  T  Nowe  sir  as  to  ]>e  ^red  pointef  Where  as 
.jonre  olde  &  wise  counsellours  seiden  f  ^t  30 w 
nonht  not  sodeuly  ne  bastely  proceden  in  pis  nedef 
[2532]  Bot  ]>at  ^owe  onbten  ptcnreye  &  apparel  ^owe 
in  pis  caas  f  wi]>  grete  diligence  &  grete  deliberacion  f 
[2533]  Trewly  J.  trowe  pat  pei  seiden  riht  wisly 
&  liht  sopel  [2534]  IT  ffor.  Talliasf  seipef  In  enery 
nede  er  pou  be-ginne  itf  apparel  pe  with  grete 
diligence.  [2535]  Than  seie  .1.  pat  in  vengeance 
takeinge  in  werre .  in  Bataile  &  in  vameetoringe . 
[2536]  er  pou  boginne  .1.  reede  pat  pou  appaieile  pe 
pere  tof  and  do  it  wip  gode  deliberacion  [2537]  IT  ffor 
Tullius  seipef  pe  longe  apparaileinge  befome  pe  Bataile 
Makep  schort  victorie.  [2538]  And  Cassidoros  seipef  The 
gamyson  is  strongere  whan  it  is  longe  time  ayisedo . 

[2539]  IT  Bot  nowe  lat  ts  speke  of  pe  counsel  pat  was 
acorded  be  oure  neihboniB  suche  as  done  ^owe 
reuerence  wip-onten  loue  [2540]  ^oure  olde  enemyes  recon* 
siledef  IT  Joure  flaterers  [2541]  pat  counseiled  ^owe  cer^ 
teine  pinges  pnuelyf  &  openlye  counseled  30we  pe 
contrarief  [2542]  ^  The  ^onge  folke  also  pot  oounseld 
30  we  to  do  vengeance  and  to  make  werre  anonef  [2543]  IT  And 
certe  sir  as  .1.  haue  seide  be-fome  30  haue  gretly  erred 
to  haue  deped  suche  manere  of  folke  to  30UTe  counsettf  [2544] 
wiche  coimsellotfrs  buene  ynowhe  lepreuede  be  pe  resons 
a-fome  seide  [2545] 'IT  Bot  napeles  late  vs  nowe  desoende  to 
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fe  specialef  IT  ^e  schollen  first  procede  after  y  doctrine,  of 
Tullius.  [2546]  Certes  J>e  trenfe  of  fis  Matier  eipere  of 
fiB  couns^  nede^  noolii  diligently  enqniren  f  [2547]  For  it 
is  wele  wist  whiche  ^ei  bienf  y&t  haue  do  jow  ^is 
tnspas  &  velanyf  [2548]  &  howe  many  trespassours 
&  in  what  manure  ])ei  haue  done  to  30we  al  ^is 
wronge  &  aH  })is  yelanye  [2549]  IT  And  after  fiai 
y&a  schal  ^e  examyne  pe  secnnde  condicionf  ^e  whiche 
^at  Tullius  hadde|»  in  ^is  matier^.  [2550]  IT  For 
tullius.  putte]}  a  J'inge  whiche  att  he  clepe])  consentyngef  ))is 
is  to  seief  [2551]  who  buen  ^ei  &  whiche  buen  pei  &  houe 
mony  ^t  consenten  to  ])i  counseH  in  pi  wilfulnes  to 
done  hasti  vengeance  •  //  [2  5  5  2]  And  lat  vs  consider  also  who 
bien  pei .  &  how  mony  bien  ])ei  [et  gueh  (MS  Eeg.  19  C  xi. 
If  58,  coL  4)]  p9i  pdX  consenten  to  ^oure  aduersaries  [2553] 
%  And  certes  as  to  ^e  first  pointe  it  is  wele  knowen  whiche 
be  )»ei  ^at  consentine  to  joure  hastif  wilful- 
nes f  [2554]  For  treuly  al  fo  pBX  counsel  joue 
to  maken  sodein  werre  ne  bien  nou3t  joure  frendes  [2555] 
IF  Lete  se  nowe  whiche  bien  ^ei  ^at  je  holde 
so  gretely  ^oure  frendes  as  to  3our6  persofif  [2556]  For 
al  be  it  so  ^at  30  bene  myhte  &  richef  certes  ^e 
hue  hot  alone.  [2557]  ffor  certes  ^e  haue  no  childe 
hot  a  douhterdf  [2558]  ne  ^e  haue  no  bre^em  ne  cosins 
germayns  ne  none  oJ)cre  nyhe  kinredf  [2559]  where-for 
jourtf  enmys  scholden  stint  to  plete  wi]> 
30we  ne  to  destruyen  joure  person  f  [2560]  IT  3^  knowen 
also  pai  ymre  riches  most  be  dispended  in 
diuerse  parties  f  [2561]  And  what  J>at  euery  whight  ^haf 
his  pa7i;e  ^i  wolne  tak  litel  rewarde  to  yengen 
^i  de]»  [2562]  IT  Bot  ))ine  enemys  bien  pre  i  & 
]>ei  haue  many  childeme.  bre]>emf  cosins  f  &  opere  nyhe 
kinrede  [2563]  IT  And  pouhe  so  were  pat  ]>ou  haddest 
sleine  of  hem  tuo  or  pre  f  5^t  dwellen  pere  y-nowe  to  awreken 
here  depef  &  to  sle  pine  persone  [2564]  &  peihe  so 
be  pat  joure    kinred  be    more    sikere    &    stedfast  pan 
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^  kinrede  of  jouie  ada^rsariel  [2565]  yi  neuer  ye  les 
joore  kimed  is  bot  after  kinrede  ^t  bien  bot  litil  sibbe 
to  3owe  [2566]  IT  And  fe  kine  of  ^ure  ennemys  bae  njhe 
sibbe  to  hemf  And  certes  as  in  ^t  ber  condidofi  is  better 
^t  IS  3oares  [2567]  IT  Than  latt  vs  consideren  also  of  |)e 
counsellinge  of  hem  Jiat  counseleden  )ow  to  taken  sodein 
vengeance  f  we^ere  it  accorde))  to  reson  or  none  i  [2568]  And 
certes  ^e  knowen  wele  nayel  [2569]  ^  For  as  be  riht  & 
reson  fere  maie  no  man  take  vengeance  of  no  wyht  bot 
^e  Inge  ^t  ha^  lordiction  of  it  [2570]  wban  it  is 
graonted  liim  to  take  fUke  vengeance  bastelye  or  at- 
tempe^iellye  as  ^e  lawe  req\iire]>  [2571]  IT  And  3it  more 
ouere  of  ^ilke  vorde  ]»at  Tullius  clepe]>  consentingef 
[2572]  ^ou  schalt  consent  if  yi  myht  &  fi  power 
maie  consent!  And  suffice))  to  ]>i  Trilfubiesse  &  to  ]}ine 
counsellours  f  [2573]  And  certes  fan  maist  wele  seie 
^at  naief  [2574]  For.  sekerly  as  for  to  speken  propurlye 
we  maie  do  no  ]>inge  bot  onely  suche  ^inge  as  we  may 
done  rihtfnlly  [2575]  IT  And  certes  rihtfully  ne  maie  ^e 
take  no  vengeance  as  of  ^oure  propra  Anctoritef  [2576] 
IT  ^an  maie  ^e  seen  ^at  joue  pouer  ne  consente|»  noi^t 
ne  accorde^  nou3t  wi])  ^oure  wilfidnesse.  [2577]  IT  Kowe 
latte  vs  examyne  fe  ]»rede  pointe  ^t  tullius  clepe^  fe 
consequent  5  [2578]  IT  ^ou  schalt  vnderstonde  yat  pe 
vengeance  fat  foxi  purposest  for  to  take  his  conse- 
quent f  [2579]  And  ^er-for  falle|»  snoyere  v^eance. 
Perill.  werre.  Ss  oyere  damage  wi))-outen  nombre 
of  whiche  be  nouht  war  as  att  |»is  timef  [2580]  And 
as  toucheinge  ye  fer]>e  pointe  f  ^at  Tullius  clcpe]>  en- 
genderinge  [2581]  IT  Thou  schalt  consider  |»at  y\s  wronge 
whiche  ^at  is  done  to  ]>el  is  engenderd  of  ye  hate  of 
y'lne  enmysf  [2582]  And  of  ye  vengeance  takeingl  And 
vpon  y^i  wolde  engender  ano]>er  vengance  &  muchel  sorwe 
&  wastinge  of  richesse  as  .1.  seide  ere 

[2583]  Now  sir  as  toucheinge  ye  pointe  J)at  tulliiM 
clepe))  causes .  whiche.  J^at  is  ye  last  pointe .  [2584]  %  yon 
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sclialt  ynderstonde  f&t  \i6  wronge  ]>at  ]>u  hast  leceyued 
hhf  certeine  causes  [2585]  whiche  ^at  clerkes  clepen. 
Oriens  &  officiens  &  cansa  longinqua  &  eau8& 
propinqua.  ^is  to  seine  ]>e  ferre  cause  [et  la  proch- 
aine  [2586]  La  longtaine  eat  dieu  qui  est 
cause  de  toute$  choeee  /  [2587]  La  prochaine  sant  cea  i\]. 
ennemiz  [2  588]  La  cause  (Beg.  1 9  C  xi)]  Accidentale .  wasliate . 
[2589]  The  causes  Material  bene  ^e  .t.  wondes  of 
yiiiQ  douhterf  [2590]  The  cause  formale  is  ^e  manera  of 
here  wercheinge  pat  brouht  ledders  And  clomben  in  att 
yme  -wyndows.  [2591]  pe  cause  finale  was  for  to  sle  ^i 
douhter .  It  lakked  nouht  in  as  muche  as  in  hem  was  [2592] 
IT  Bot  for  to  speken  of  ^e  ferre  cause  as  to  what  ende  ^eie 
schobie  come  f  or  what  schal  be-tidon  of  hem  in  ))i3 
caas  ne  can  J.  nouht  deme  bot  be  coniectinge  &  be 
supposeinge  f  [2593]  IT  For  we  scholne  supp[os]e  [que  Ih  en 
vendront]  to  a  wikked  endef  [259:^]  Be  cause  ))e  booke 
of  decrees  seije  IT  Seldome  or  wif  grete  peine  bene  causes  / 
'brouhte  to  an  hende  whan  ^el  bene  badly  be-gonne . 

[2595]  IT  Nowe  air  if  men  axed  mef  whi  fat  je 
suffer  men  to  done  30we  ]>is  velanyef  certes  .1.  can 
not  wele  ansewer  as  for  no  so))fastnesse  [2596]  IT  For 
]>e  Apostele  seifQ  y&t  )»e  science  &  ))e  luggement  of 
ouro  lorde  god  bene  myhty  &  depef  [2597]  fere  maie 
no  man  comprehende  ne  serche  ham  sufficeantlyf  [2598] 
lTare])eles  be  serteine  presumpciouns  &  coniettinges 
.1.  holde  &  beleue  [2599]  fat  god  fat  is  ful  of 
Justice  &  rihtwisnes  Haf  sufired  fis  be-tide  be  lust 
cause  resonable  f 

[2600]  IT  fi  name  is  Melibe.  fis  is  to  seie  a  man 
fat  drinkef  honyef  [2601]  Thow  hast  ydronken  so  muche 
hony  of  f  i  swete  temp6?-al  riches  &  delices  &  hon- 
ours of  f is  werlde  [2602]  fat  f ou  art  dronken  f  &  hast 
for3eten  oure  lorde  ihd^u  criste  fi  creatourf  [2603]  fou 
hast  no3t  done  to  him  suche  honour  as  fe  ouhtef 
[2604]     ne     fou     hast     nouht    wele    take     hede     to 
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ye  wordes  of  Ovide  ^at  aeidef  [2605]  vnder  ye  hanj 
of  J>e  goodes  of  pi  hodii  is  hidde  fe  yenym  ^t  8le]> 
^i  Boulef  [2606]  And  Salomon  aei^f  If  ^u  hast 
found  Honyf  ete  of  it  what  8affici])ef  [2607]  For  if  ^u 
ete  of  it  oute  of  mesuief  ))on  aehalt  spewe  &  be  nedy 
&  poueref  [3608]  And  peraduenture  ciiste  hape  in 
despite  &  haf  tome  avaie  fro  ^  his  iaoef  &  his 
heres  of  Misericordef  [2609]  And  also  he  hajw  suffied 
fsi  you.  haste  biene  ypnnysched  in  pe  maner  Jnit  )k>u 
hast  tr68past  [2610]  ^  Thou  hast  done  sinne  a^eines 
oure  lorde  ihera  cristef  [261 1]  for  certes  ye  pre  enemya  of 
mankinde  ^at  is  to  seie.  ye  flesche.  ye  fende.  &  ye 
werlde.  [2612]  Thon  hast  suffurde  hem  entre  in  to  ^e 
[soule]  wilfdUy  be  ye  windowes  of  )i  bodye  [2613]  And 
hast  nouht  defended  ye  sofficiantly  ajeines  here  defantes 
&  temptaciotins  5  So  Jiat  yd  hane  wonnded  yi 
soule  in  .t.  place f  [i6 14]  ])is  is  to  seine.  IT  ye  dedely 
sinnes  Jiat  biene  entred  in  to  ^ine  hert  be  yi  .v. 
wittes.  [2615]  And  in  ye  same  mansre  ouxe  lorde  ihesu 
cristf  ha^  8u£&ed  yet  yine  ]>ree  enemys  be  entrede 
in  to  ^ine  house  be  ye  windowesf  [2616]  And  han 
wounde  yi  doubter  in  ye  same  manere  i 

[2617]  IT  Certes  quod  Mellibe  .1.  see  ^t  je  en- 
force jowe  mechel  be  wordes  to  ouer-come  me .  In  suche 
manera  ])at  schal  nonjt  avenge  me  of  myne  enmye  [2618] 
scheweinge  me  ye  perils  &  ye  yueles  ^t  myhten 
£il  of  ^is  vengeance  [2619]  T  Bot  [who]so  wolde  consider 
in  al  vengeance  ye  perils  &  ye  yuels  ^t  miht  sewe 
of  vengancez  takeinge  [2620]  a  man  wold  neneie  take 
veniancef  And  ^at  were  harmef  [2621]  for  be  ye  venge- 
ance takeinge  buen  ye  wikked  men  desenerd  firo  ye 
good  men  f  [2622]  IT  And  yo  )Mtt  han  wil  to  done  wikked- 
nesse  f  restreyne  hen  wikked  purpos  f  Whan  yei  seen  ye 
punyssheinge  and  ye  chastesinge  of  trespasaours 

[2623]  [And  to  this  answered  dame  Prudence :  *'  CerteSy' 
said  she,  'I  grant  yon  that  from  vengeance  come  many 
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benefits  as  well  as  many  evils ;  [2624]  yet  vengeance  be- 
longeth  not  to  '^  a  singulere  person,"  but  only  to  the  judges, 
and  to  those  who  have  jurisdiction  over  evil-doers/] 
[2625]  IT  An  jite  saie  .1.  moref  ]>at  riht  as  a  singulere 
person  sinne^e  In  takeingo  vengeance  of  ano^  manne. 
[2626]  Eiht  so  sinne})  fe  lugge  if  he  take  no  vengeance 
of  hem  pai  hit  haue  deseruedef  [2627]  ffor  Senec  sei))e. 
That  maistera  is  good  ^at  reproue]»  schrewesf  [2628] 
And  as  Cassidorye  seij>e  A  man  drede]»  to  done 
outrages  whan  he  wote  &  knoe]>  ^at  it  displese 
]>e  luge  &  ^  souereyngnesf  [2629]  ^  And  anopere.  The 
luge  f&t  drede))  to  done  riht  Make^  schrewes. 
[2630]  And  seinte  Poule  ]>e  Appostle  seij^e  in  his  epistle 
whan  he  write^  vn-to  pe  Homayns  f  That  |»e  luge  beren 
nouht  ye  spere  wi))-owten  cause  [2631]  bot  ^ei  beren  it 
to  punysshen  ^e  schrewes  &  )»e  mysdoers  &  to  ^defende 
^e  goode  men  5  [2632]  If  30  wilne  .^an  take  vengeance 
of  3oure  enemys  30  schol  retoume  or  haue  30ure  recours 
to  ]>e  luge  ^at  ha})  pe  lurdicciot^n  vpon  hem.  [2633] 
&  he  schal  punysshe  hem  as  pe  lawe  axe^  &  require))  f 

[2634]  IT  A  qtMMl  Mellibef  pia  vengeance  lyke^  me 
no  ^inge  f  [2635]  ^  be-])inke  me  nowe 
howe  fortone  ba^  norisched  me  fro  my  childhode 
And  ha^  holpen  me  to  passe  mony  a  strange  place  f  [2636] 
Kow  .L  witt  assayene  here  troweinge  wi]>  goddes  grace  & 
helpe  ]»at  30  schal  helpe  me  my  schame  for  to  venge 

[2637]  If  Certes  quod  prudence  if  30  wolne  wirche  be  my 
counseil  i  30  schol  nouht  assaye  fortune  be  no  weye  [2638] 
IT  Ne  30  schol  nouht  lene  or  borwe  vnto  here  after  pe  worde 
of  Senec.  [2639]  For  ^inges  p&i  bene  folylye  done  & 
y^t  biene  in  hope  of  fortune  schal  neu^  come  a  good 
ende  [2640]  And  as  fe  same  Senec  seij^ef  The  more 
clere  &  fe  more  and  pe  more  schineinge  ^at  fortune  is  f  fe 
more  brutel  &  pe  sonner  ybroke  sche  isf  [2641]  TristeJ) 
nouht  in  hire  for  sche  is  ney]>ere  stedfast  ne  stable!  [2642] 
IT  for  whan  ^ou  trowest  to  be  most  sekere  or  sure  of  liire 
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helpef  Sche  vil  Faile  fe  &  deceyve  }ei  [2643]  T  And 
▼here  as  je  aeiiie  ^at  foitone  ha^  noiiasched  ym  fro  joare 
child-hodef  [2644]  L  sale  ^oue  ^at  in  so  muche  schal  je 
fe  lasse  trust  in  hire  &  in  hire  wittef  [2645]  IT  For  Senec 
sei^ .  ^t  what  man  is  norisched  be  fortune  sche  make^ 
him  a  grete  foolef  [2646]  T  Nowe  sejien  30  desire 
&  axen  vengeance  f  And  ^  yengeance  ^t  is  done  after 
fe  lawe  &  be-fome  ye  luge  ne  like])  jowe  noojtf  [2647] 
And  vengeance  ^ot  is  done  in  hope  of  forton  is  pml- 
ons  &  vncerteinel  [2648]  Than  haue  30  none  ojwr 
remed je  f  hot  for  to  hane  joure  recoars  vnto  ye  aonerejixe 
luge  yai  yengdy  al  velanyes  &  wronges  [2649] 
And  he  schal  venge  jone  alter  ^t  ^i  self  witnesse))! 
[  ,  .  ,  ,  no  gap]  [2650]  Leue])  ye  vengeance  to  me 
^  J.  schal  done  itf 

[2651]  Mellibe  ansewardf  L  ne  venge  me  nouht  of 
ye  wronge  ^t  men  han  done  to  me  [2652]  .L  schal  somne  or 
weme  hem  ^t  haue  done  ^is  velany  to  me  And  al 
oJ>ere  to  done  me  nnoyere  velanye  [2653]  IT  For  it  is  wreten 
if  you  take  no  vengeance  of  an  olde  velanye  f  ^u  somp- 
nest  ^ine  aduersarie  to  done  ye  a  newe  velanye  f  [2654] 
[t!i  ainsipar  man  seremeat  en  wuffrard  lea  me  f  era  tant  de 
vaienie  de  Umte$  pars  (Keg.  19  G  zi.  If  60,  ooL  2)]  >at  .L 
myht  ney^  ber  it  ne  susteingel  [2655]  And.  so  schold  .1. 
be  oneresett  And  halden  oners  lowe  f  [2656]  For  men  seine 
in  muchel  suf&inge  schold  mony  ^inges  feJle.  vn-to  ye 
whiche  .1.  schal  nouht  suf&e 

[2657]  T  Certes  quod  prudence  .1.  grounte  ^t 
ou€r  muchel  sufiiance  is  nouht  good  5  [2658]  ^  Bot  ^it  ne 
foulowej)  it  noujt  ^«re-of  f  ^at  eu^ry  person  to  whom  men 
doone  velanye  take  of  hit  vengeance  f  [2659]  For  ^t  appor- 
tene^  &  longe]>  al  only  to  ye  luge.  For  ye\  schal 
vengen  ye  vilenys  &  ye  inluryes  [2660]  And  ])erfoie 
yo  tuo  Auctoritees  yek  30  haue  seide  aboue  ben  only 
vndezstonden  in  ye  lugges  [2661]  ^  For  whan  y&,  sufi&en 
oxxere     mechel     ye     wronges     &     velanys     be     done 
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wft/{-owten  punysclimge  f  [2662]  fei  sompne  not  a  mau 
onely  for  to  do  newe  wrongesf  bot  )>e  commaunde  it 
[2663]  IF  Also  a  wise  mafi  8ei))ef  J}at  ]>e  luge  fiat  cor- 
lecte])  nouht  \>e  sinnei'  f  commande^e  &  biddo^  him  to  do 
sinne  [^664]  IF  And  pe  souereignes  &  )>e  luges  mybten  ui 
bei'  londe  so  mucbe  sufPdre  of  pe  scbrewees  &  pe  mysdoers  f 
[2665]  fat  pei  scholden  be  ^suffrance  be  processe  of 
time  wexen  of  suche  powere  &  mybtf  fat  fei  scbolde 
put  oute  fe  luges  &  fe  soucreignes  fro  here  places  f 
[2666]  &  att  fe  last  maken  hem  lesen  here  loideschippes  f 

[2667]  Bot  lat  vs  nowe  put  fat  30  haue  leue  to 
vewgen  3owef  [26683.  If  ^e  be  nouht  of  myht  &  powere 
as  no  we  to  vengen  30we  f  [2669]  ^  ^^^  ^^  3®  willen  maake 
comparison  vn-to  f  e  myht  of  30ure  adu^rsaries  i  ye  scholne 
finde  in  many  f inges  fat  .1.  haue  schewde  3owe  afome  f is  f 
fat  here  condicion  is  better  fan  30uresf  [2670]  ^  And 
f before  seie  .1.  fat  it  is  good  as  nowe  fat  3e  suffre  <& 
be  pacient 

[2671]  ^  Forf«re  more  30  knowe.  fat  after  fe 
comune  sawe  it  is  a  wodenesse  a  man  to  striue  a3eines  a 
stronger  ofere  a  more  myhty  man  fan  him  self 
[2672]  IF  And  for  striue  wif  a  man  of  euen  strenkef  f 
fat  is  to  seie  wif  a  strange  man  as  he  is  it  is  a  p^rile. 
[2673]  And  for  to  striue  wif  a  weyker  man  it  is  folyf 
[2674]  And  fer-for  scholde  a  man  fly3e  striueinge  as 
muche  as  he  mihtf  [2675]  as  Salomon  seifef  It  is  a 
grete  worschipe  a  man  to  kepe  him  fro  noyse  & 
strif  [2676]  IF  And  if  it  so  be-falle  or  happe  fat  a  man 
of  gretter  myht  &  strengef  fan  fou  ert  do  fe 
greuance  [2677]  Stodye  &  besye  fe  rafere  to  stille 
fe  same  greuance  fan  for  to  venge  fe  [2678]  For 
Senec  seife.  fat  he  puttef  him  in  grete  perile  fat 
fitrivef  wif  a  gretter  man  fan  he  him  self  is  [2679] 
%  And  Caton  seife  if  a  man  of  hiher  astate  or  degre  or 
more  myhte  fan  fou  do  fe  anoye  or  greuance 
suffre  hime.   [2680]   For  he   fat  ones  hafe  gfoucd   fe 
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male  a-no^ere  time  releue  fe  &  helpe  pei  [2681]  IT  3itt 
Bett  .L  caas  Jiat  30  haue  bo^  myht  &  licence  to 
▼enge  jowef  [2682]  I.  seie  ^at  ^ere  bue  mony 
^inges  ^t  Bchold  reteyne  ^owe.  of  vengeance  takeinge 
[2683]  And  maake  50W  for  to  encline  &  for  to  snffire  And  for 
to  haue  paciens  in  fe  wronges  ^at  ban  be  done  to 
jowel  [3684]  first  &  fomrarde  yf  30  wobie  considere 
fe  defautes  ^t  bene  in  joure  owen  person  f  [2685] 
ffor  whiche  defautes  god  hskp  sofired  30we  to  bane  pis 
tribolacione  as  .1.  baue  seide  ^owe  bere  before  f  [2686]  ffor 
fe  poet  8ei])e  1  Tbat  we  oubten  pacientlye  take  )»e  triba- 
lacions  ^t  come]»  to  vs  wban  we  ]>inken  &  consideren 
^t  we  baue  deserued  to  baue  bem.  [2687]  IT  And  seint 
Gregorie  sei^  wban  a  man  considered  wele  fe 
nombre  of  bis  defautes  &  of  bis  sinnes  [2688]  pe 
peynes  &  fe  tribulacions  )>at  be  suffrejy  semen  pe 
lasse  yn-to  bime  [2689]  IF  And  alsomucbe  as  bim  ^ink- 
e^  bis  sinnes  ^e  more  beuy  &  greuous.  [2690]  In  so 
mucbe  seme^  bis  peine,  ye  libter  &  pQ  esier  vn-to 
bimf  [3691]  IT  Also  30  owen  to  enclyne  &  to  bowen  30ure 
berte  to  taken  pe  pacience  of  oure  [lord]  ibeeu  crist.  As 
eeipe  seint  Peter  in  bis  Epistles  5  [2692]  IF  Ibemi  crist  be 
Beip  h&pe  suf&ed  for  vs  &  3eaen  ensample  vn-to  euery 
man  for  to  folowe  &  to  sewe  bim  i  [2693]  ^^^  ^^  ^<^^  ncuer 
sinne.  ne  neu^re  ne  came  a  veleyns  worde  out  of  bis 
mou^e  f  [2694]  IF  Wban  men  cursed  bim  *  be  cuised  bem 
noubt.  And  wban  men  betene  bim  be  manessed  bem 
noubt  [2695]  IF  Also  pe  grete  paciens  wbicbe  pe 
seintez  )>at  bien  in  paradise  baue  badde  in  tribulacions  fat 
^i  haue  sufferd  wij^-outen  ber  desert  or  gilt  [2696] 
oubt  mucbe  to  stire.  ^^owe  to  paciencef  [2697]  [Apr&s  niouli 
te  dois  endiner  a  pacience  ce  (Eeg.  19  C  xi,  If  60  bk,  coL  2)] 
[2698]  consideringe  ])at  pe  tribulacions  of  )iis  werlde  bot 
litel  while  endureji  f  &  sone  passed  biene  A  gone  f 
[2699]  And  pe  loye  ^at  man  seke))  to  baue  by 
pacience    in    tribulacione    is    perdurable    After    ^at    p% 
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Apostele  seijie  in  ^is  epistle  [2700]  IF  The  loye  of  god  he 
8eiJ>e  is  perdurable  fat  is  to  seie  euer  lasteinge/f/  [2701] 
Also  troweji  &  beleue))  stedfastlye  p&t  is  nouht  wele 
y-nonsched  ue  wele  y-tauht  fat  can  nouht  haue  pacience . 

[ no  gap]  [2702]  IF  For  Salomon,  seife; 

fat  fe  doctrine  of  fe  witte  of  man  it  knowen  be 
pacience  1  [2703]  And  in  anofere  place  he  seife.  He 
fat  is  pacient  gouernef  him  be  grete  prudence  f  [2704] 
And  ^ut  Salomon  seife.  fe  Angry  &  fe  wufful 
man  makef  noysf  and  fe  pacient  man  attempref 
him  &  stille  him  [2705]  ^  He  seife  also  it  is  mora 
worfe  to  be  riht  pacient  fat  to  be  riht  stronge  f  [2706]  And 
he  fat  may  haue  f  e  lorschip  of  his  owen  hert  is 
more  to  preisef  fan  he  fat  be  his  force  &  strengef 
takef  grete  Citees  [2707]  IF  And  ferfor  seif  seint 
lame  in  his  apistle  fat  pacience  is  a  grete  vertue  of 
p^eccione . 

[2708]  ^  Certes  qtiod  Mellibe  .1.  graunte  30we  dame 
prudence,  fat  pacience  is  a  grete  vertue  of  Perfeccione. 
[2709]  Bot  euery  man  male  not  haue  fe  pcrfeccion  fat  ^e 
sechen  [27 10]  ^  Ne  .1.  ne  am  not  of  f  e  nombre  of  riht  p<?r- 
fite  me[n] .  [2  7 11]  ffor  myne  herte  may  neuer  bue  in 
pees  vnto  fe  time  it  be  venged.//  [2712]  And  al  be  it  so 
fat  it  was  grete  pmle  to  myne  enemys  to  done  a 
velany  in  takeinge  vengeance  vpon  me.  [2713]  3it 
token  fei  none  hede  of  fe  perile  bpt  fulfilden  here 
wikked  wil  &  here  corage  [2714]  ^  And  fere-fore  me 
fenkef  fat  men  ouht  not  to  rep'oue  me  f eihe  .1.  putte  me 
in-to  a  litel  pf?rile  for  to  avenge  me  f  [2715]  And  f  ouhe  .1.  do 
a  grete  excesse  f  fat  is  to  saie  i  fat  .1.  do  a  vengeance  outrage 
be  a-noferf 

[2716]  IF  A  quod  Dame  prudence  ^e  seyne  joure  wil 
&  as  joue  likef  [2717]  IT  Bot  in  no  caas  of  fe  werlde  a 
man  schold  nouht  done  outrage  ne  excesse  for  to  avengen 
him  [2718]  IT  For  Cassidori  seife  f  That  as  yuel  dofe 
he    fat  avengef  him  be  outrage!    As  he  fat  dofe  fe 
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outrage  •  [2719]  And  ^le-foie  )e  schoUen  venge  30W  after 
fe  order  of  ribtf  yxt  is  to  seine  be  ])e  lawef  nonbt 
be  excesse  ne  be  outrage!  [2720]  Also  If  ^e  ivil 
venge  yaw  of  )»  outrage  of  joure  aduersaries  in  oj^ere 
manere  ^an  ribt  commanded  ^e  synnenf  [2721] 
IT  Therefore  sei^  Senec  That  a  ma^i  schal  neuere  yenge 
schrewnesse  by  schrewdnesse  f  [2722]  a[&]d  if  he  scie 
^at  riht  axe^  to  defende  -violence  be  violence  f 
An  feihtinge  be  feyhtingef  [2723]  Certes  je  seie  so]>e 
irhan  ^e  defence  is  done  riht  anone  wi^uten  int^rualle  or 
wtt^-owten  tarynge  or  delaye  [2724]  for  to  defenden  him 
&  nouht  for  to  vengen  himf  [2725]  And  it  be-houe]^ 
^at  a  man  putte  suche  temperance  in  his  defense 
[2726]  ^at  men  Iiaue  no  cause  ne  Matire  to  reproue 
him  )»at  defende)>  him  of  excesse  &  outrage.  [C<tr  au- 
tremetit  Ce  seroii  cojitre  droit  et  confre  raison  (Keg.  19  C  xi)] 
[2727]  IF  Parde  30  wote  wele  )>at  ^e  maake  no  defense 
as  nowe  for  to  defende  ^owe.  hot  for  to  venge  ^owe 
[2728]  IT  And  so  seweji  it  pski  ^e  haue  no  wil  to  ^onre 
dede  attemp«rally  f  [2729]  And  ^ere-fot  me  ]>iuke]y  Jwit 
pacience  is  goode  H  For  Salomon  seij^ef  he  pat  is  nouht 
pa'cient  schal  haue  grete  hanne 

[2730]  IF  Certes  quod  Mellibe  .1.  grannt  wele  fat 
vhan  a  man  is  vnpacient  &  wro]?e  of  pat  fat  touchef 
him  nouht  &  fat  at  apperteignef  nouht  to  him  f  )K)uht  it 
harme  him  it  is  no  wondere  [2731]  for  fe  lawe  seifef 
he  fat  is  coupable  f  fat  entre-metef  him  or  medelef  him  wif 
suche  finges  as  perteignef  nouht  to  himf  [2732]  IT  And 
Salomon  seife.  That  he  fat  entermetef  him  of  fe 
noyse  &  fe  strif  of  a-nofere  man  is  like  to  hime  fat  takef 
an  hunde  be  fe  eresf  [2733]  ffor  riht  as  he  fat  take 
a  strange  honde  be  fe  eres  is  of  ere  while  beten  wif 
fc  honde  f  [2734]  riht  in  fe  same  wise  it  fe  resotin  fat 
he  haue  harme.  fat  by  his  inpacience  medelef  him  of 
f  e  noyce  of  anof  ere  man  i  wher  as  it  apperteinef  nouht  vnto 
^^^  [2735]  ^  ^^   3^  knowcn  wele  fat  fis  dedef  fat 

LANSDOWNE  o24  (6-T.  235)      [>lcaf»l,tiMk] 


SIX-TEXT   236 

oBoup  B.  §  10.  MELiBEUs.  Lanfldowno  MS. 

is  to  seie  my  greue  A  my  dkese  louche]}  me  liht 
nyhe.  [2736]  IT  And  per^tor  Jeih  J.  be  wro>e  &  im- 
pacientf  it  is  no  merveile  [2737]  IT  And  saueinge  jouie 
grace  .1.  can  nou3t  see  fiat  it  myht  gretly  harme 
>eih.  J.  take  vengeance  [2738]  ffor  J.  am  more  Richer  & 
myhte  J»an  myne  enemys  biene  [2739]  ^  ^^^  '^^l® 
knowe  30  ]>at  be  mony  A  he  haueinge  grete  posses- 
sions bien  al  J^inge  of  Jis  werld  gouemedef  [2740] 
And  Salomon  seij)  AH  )^inges  obeyne  to 
money  f 

[2741]  IF  Whan  pntdence  had  herd  hir  husbonde 
to  avaunten  him  of  his  riches  &  of  his  monye  f  &  dispreyse- 
inge  oi  pe  pouer  of  his  adueisaiies  f  Sche  spak  &  seide  on 
]>is  wise  [2742]  [Gertes  tresckier  sires]  .L  graonte  J^at 
30  be  riht  riche  &  myhtyf  [2743]  &  fat  pe  risches 
bien  goode  to  hem  ]yat  haue  wele  geten  hem.  &  )>at 
wele  can  vsen  hem  [2744]  IT  For  riht  as  pe  body  of 
man  nude  nojt  lene  withoxiten  soulef  ne  more  may  it 
leue  wi]}-outen  temperale  godes  [2745]  IT  And  be  rich- 
es may  a  man  geten  him  grace  f  [2746]  IF  And 
|>er-for  aeipe  Pamphilles  f  K  any  goddes  doubter  he  seij^e 
be  riche  f  sche  maie  chese  he  seij^e  of  a  pousand  men .  [lequel 
quelle  veidtpour  mai-y  [2747]  Et  de  mil  (MS  Reg.  19  C  xi, 
leaf  61,  back,  col.  1)]  one  wil  not  for-saken  bur  ne  refuysen 
hire.  [2748]  IT  And  pis  Pamphiles  aeipe  al  so  if  )>ou  be 
riht  happef  p&t  is  to  seie  if  pou  be  riht  riche  )>oa 
schalt  finde  a  grete  nombre  of  frendes  &  felawes  [2749] 
H  And  if  pi  fortun  chaunche]>  ]>at  if  pou  wex  pore  f  ffare 
wele  frenchipp  &  phelauschipe  i  [2750]  ffor  )>ou  schalt  be 
alone  wip-outen  any  company .  hot  if  be  ^ 
compaigne  of  good  folke  [2751]  IT  And  ^itte  sei^  pin 
Pamphiles  more  oueref  J^at  ]>ei  ))at  bien  ]>ralle  & 
bonde  of  lignage  scholne  be  maade  worjie  &  noble  bo 
richessef  [2752]  And  riht  so  as  be  ryches  pen 
comen  mony  godes  f  Riht  so  be  pouert  come]> 
mony  harmes  &  yuelsf   [2753]  ffor  grete  pouerte  oon- 
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streyiie|>  a  man  to  done  monj  ynela  [2754]  IT  And  y«re- 
for  depe^  Cassidor.  poneit.  ye  moder  of  niyen. 
[3755]  pai  ia  to  aeie  fe  moder  of  on^re  ^weinge.  or 
fallinge  doone.  [2756]  And  ferior  seij^  Pen  Alphona. 
One  of  fe  grettest  adoersarie  of  pia  werlde  ial  [2757] 
whan  a  fire  be  kinde  or  of  bir^  ia  constreyned 
be  ponert  to  eten  pe  almes  of  his  enemyel  [2758]  IT  And 
ye  same  sei]).  Innocent  In  one  of  his  bokes  sei^ 
^t  ye  8orwe*Fiil  &  ye  mys  happe  is  ye  condicion  of  a  pouer 
beggere .  [2759]  ^^^  ^  ^®  ^^^t  ^<^^^  ^^  mete  he  deye])  for 
hungers  f  [2760]  And  if  he  ax  he  deye)>  for  schamef 
And  algates  necessite  constreine]?  him  to  axe.  [2761] 
And  ^r-for  eeiy  Salomon!  ^t  better  is  to  deie  ^an 
to  hane  suche  ponert  f  [2762]  ^ut  sei^  Salo- 
mon f  ^t  better  is  to  deie  of  bitter  de)>e  ^an  for  to 
lene  in  suche  wise!  [2763]  Be  yea  resouns  ]>at  .L 
haue  seide  ynto  ^owef  and  be  mony  oyere  resons  ]>at  .1 
scou^  seif  [2764]  I  grannt  jowe  vele  ^t  riches  bene 
good  to  hem  ^t  geten  hem  welef  A  to  hem  y&t  wele 
Tsen  hem.  [2765]  And  ^r-fore  unl  .1.  schewe 
30we  howe  ^e  schidi  hane  ^owe  i  [en  amassant  Us 
riehesgea  et  en  f>9ant  de  cellos  (MS  E^.  19  C  xi. 
If  61,  back,  coL  2.)] 

2766]  IT  First  je  schol  geten  hem  wit^-oute  grete 
desire  be  goode  leyser  so-keingly  &  nouht  ou^re  Hastely  f 
[2767]  ffor  a  man  ^t  is  to  desireinge  to  gette  riches  5 
aboundene]>  him  first  to  yetti  &  to  att  o^ere  yuelaf 
[2768]  And  yere-fore  aeiy  Salomon.  He  ^t  haste^ 
him  outfre  besilye  to  wax  riche  schal  be  none  Innocent  5 
[2769]  He  sei^  also  ^t  ye  richesse  )>at  hastely  commey  to 
a  man.  Sone  &  lyhtly  goye  &  passe^  fro  a  manf 
[2770]  IT  But  ^t  richesse  yat  comme)>  litett  &  lytel 
wexi)>  alweie  &  multiplie])f  [2771]  IT  And  sire  30  schal 
gete  richesse  ynouhe  be  3owre  witte  A  be  ^oum  trauaile  vnto 
joure  profite  [2772]  And  yat  wi^-owten  wronge  or  harmef 
doinge  to  any   oyere    person f    [2773]    ^  ^or  J>e   lawe 
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sei^  fere  makeji  no  man  him  self  riche  if  he  do 
hanne  to  anoj^ere  wyghtf  [2774]  [Car  la  toy  dit  qris 
droit  ei  nature  deffent  gue  mdz  ne  se  face  nche  au 
dammaige  dauiruy  (MS  Reg.  19  C  xi,  If  62,  coL  1)] 
[2775]  IT  And  Tullius  sei^e  )>at  no  sorwe  ne  no  drede 
of  de]>e  ne  no  fringe  )>at  maie  fati:  to  a  man  [2776] 
is  so  muche  i^eines  nature  f  As  a  man  to  encrese  his 
owen  proiite  to  fe  harme  of  anojicremanf  [2777]  And  ]70uhe 
pe  grete  men  Ss  fe  riche  men  geten  richesse  More 
lihtly  ))an  ]>out  [2778]  ^it  schalt  ]you  noaht  bien  ydel  ne 
f»lowe  to  done  pi  profit  f  ffor  pon  schalt  in  al  wise  fli^e 
ydelnesse  -[2779]^  For  Salomon .  sei)>e  ))at  Idelnesse  teche)> 
a  man  to  done  many  yuelsf  [2780]  And  eke  he 
sei]?  )>at  he  ]>at  trauaileji  &  bysi])  him  to  tilien 
his  londe  schal  eten  brede  [2781]  Bot  ]yat  is  Idel  & 
caste])  him  nouht  to  do  no  besines  ne  occupacioun  schal  fali 
in-to  pouert  &  deye  for  hunger  f  [2782]  And  he  ]>at  is 
ydel  &  slowhe  ne  can  neu^r  finde  couenable  time  For  to 
done  his  profite  [2783]  IT  For  )yere  is  a  versiiiour  psi  Beipe 
pQ  ydel  man  excuse])  him  in  winter  because  of  ^e 
grete  coldcf  and  in  somer  be  cause  of  pe  grete  hetef 
[2784]  ffor  pea  causez  sei^e  Catonf  Wakep  &  enclyne]) 
30W  nou3t  ouere  mechel  for  to  slepe  For  ouere  muche  rust 
cause])  &  norische))  mony  vices  [2785]  IT  And  Jjcrefore 
aeipe  seinte  lerome  Do^e  some  goode  dedes  pat  pe  deuel 
whiche  is  ourc  enmye  ne  finde  30we  vn-occupiedf 
[2786]  IF  For  pe  deuel  ne  takef  nou^t  lihtly  vn-to  his  worche- 
inge  suche  as  he  findeji  yoccupied  in  good  werkes  1 

[2787]  IF  Than  pua  in  geteinge  riches  ^e 
mot  fli^e  ydelnesse  f  [2788]  &  afterward  je  scholne  vse 
J>e  richesse  pe  whiche  ^e  haue  getten  be  ^oure  witte  &  be 
^oure  trauayle  [2789]  In  suche  a  maner  pat  men  . 
halden  ^owe  n^uht  scarce  ne  to  spareinge  ne  to  foole  large  f 
))at  is  to  seie  ou^re  large  a  spender  f  [2790]  For  riht  as 
men  blam  an  auarous  man  be  cause  of  his  scarstef 
&    ^inkeinge    [2791]    in   same   wisef    he  is  to   blame 
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^t  spende))  oner  laigely.  [2792]  '1[  An  ]>er-for  sey^ 
catonf  Yse  ^  richesse  )>at  pou.  hast  goten 
[2793]  in  Buche  maner  ^t  men  haue  no  matier  ne 
caoae  to*  clepe  fQ  wreche  ne  chinche  [2794] 
For  it  is  grete  schame  to  a  man  to  haue  a  pouer  heit 
&  a  riche  puree  [2795]  ^  ^®  sei)^  also  fe  goodes  ysi 
fovL  haste  goten  vse  hem  be  Mesuref  fat  is  to  seine 
spend  mesarablyef  [2796]  for  ^i  fat  folely  wasten 
&  dispenden  fe  goodes  fat  fei  haue  [2797]  irhan 
fei  haue  no  more  propre  of  hire  owen  f  f ei  schapen  hem 
to  tak  ye  goodes  of  a-nofere  manf  [2798]  I  seie  pan 
fat  he  schal  ffle  auarice  [2799]  rscinge  30ure  riches 
in  suche  manere  fat  men  seie  nouht  fat  joure  richesse 
hue  yheredf  [2800]  Bot  fat  30  haue  hem  in  pure 
miht  &  in  30ure  weldeinge  [2801]  IT  ffor  a  wiseman 
leprouef  fe  auerouce  manf  And  scife  fus  in  in  tuo 
versf  [2802]  Wher-to  &  Whi  berif  a  man  his 
goodes  be  his  auarice  And  knowefe  wele  fat  nodes 
most  he  deye  f  [2803]  ffor  [def]  is  f  e  ende  offe  euery  man 
as  in  f is  present  liff  [2804]  and  for  fat  cause  & 
enchesoune  loynef  he  him  or  knyttef  he  him  so  fast 
yn-to  his  goodes  f  [2805]  fat  al  his  wittes  mowe  nouht 
deseuern  him  or  departe  him  fro  his  goodes  5 
[2806]  And  knowefe  wele  or  ouht  to  knowe  fat  whan  he 
is  dede  he  schal  not  here  it  oute  of  fe 
werlde  wif  him  f  [2807]  And  f ere-for  self  sein  Austine  fat 
fe  Auerouce  man  is  likkened  vn-to  heU  i  [2808]  fat  fe 
more  it  desireff  fe  more  it  swelowef  & 
deuouref  1  [2809]  IT  And  also  wele  as  3ewolde  eschewe  to  ben 
ycleped  an  averous  man  or  a  chinche  [2810}  As  wele 
scholde  3e  gouerne  3owe  &  kepe  3owe  in  suche  a  wise 
fat  men  clepe  30W  nouht  to  large  [281 1]  ^  fer-fore  Tullins 
seifef  The  goodes  he  scife  of  fine  liouse  scholde 
not  be  hidde  ne  kepped  in  close  bot  fat  fei  myht 
ben  opende  wif  pite .  Sc  wif  debonartef  [2812]  IF  fat  is  to 
sei     3ef     hem    parte     fat     haf     grete    nede     [2813] 
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Ne  pi  goodes  schal  nou3t  be  so  open  to  ben  eaerj 
mannes  goodes.  [2814]  Afterwarde  in  geteinge  of  30UTe 
richesse  Ss  in  vseinge  hem  ^e  scholne  alweie  haue  prei 
ptxgeB  in  joure  herte  f  [2815]  [Cest  assaiwir  dieu  conscience 
et  honnefame  [2816]  Tu  dois  d&nqu^  auoir  dieu  eu  ton  eeur 
(MS  Eeg.  19  C  xi,  If  62,  bk,  coL  1)]  [2817]  And  for  no 
richesse  ^e  scholne  do  no  pinge  p&t  maie  displesat^nce  to 
god  [ton  creafeur]  [2818]  IF  For  after 
ye  worde  of  Salomon.  It  is  better  to  haue  a  litel  goode 
vdp  pe  loue  of  godf  [2819]  ^an  to  haue  muche  goode 
&  tresor  &  lese  pQ  loue  of  his  lorde  godf  [2820] 
And  pe  prophit  sei]>ef  poi  better  it  is  to  be  a 
good  man  &  haue  litel  goode  &  tresourf  [2821]  ])an  to 
be  holden  a  schrewe  &  to  haue  grete  richesse  [2822] 
IF  Jit  seye  .1.  forfer  moref  fat  je  seal 
done  30ure  bisines  to  geten  30 we  rechesse  [2823]  so  pat 
3e  geten  hem  wi]>  good  conscience  [2824]  H  And  pe  Apostle 
seij»e  fat  fere  is  no  finge  in  f is  werlde  of  whiche  we 
scholne  haue  so  grete  loye  as  when  oure  concience  beref 
YS  good  wittenesse  f  [2825]  And  f  e  wise  man  seifef  The 
substance  of  a  man  is  ful  good  whan  sinne  is  nouht  in 
mannes  conscience  f  [2826]  ^  Afterwarde  in  gettinge  of  30ure 
richesse  f  And  in  Tsinge  of  hem  [2827]  30W  must  haue 
grete  besinesse  &  grete  diligence  fat  3oure  good 
name  be  al  weie  kepped  &  conserued  [2828]  ^  For  Salo- 
mon seifef  fat  better  it  is  &  more  aveilef  a  man 
to  haue  goode  name  fan  to  haue  grete  richesse  f 
[2829]  And  ^ferfore  he  seife  in  anofere  place  f  Dof  grete 
diligence  seife  Salomon  f  in  kepeinge  of  fi  &ende  &  of 
fi  goode  name  [2830]  for  it  schal  longer  abide  wif 
fe  [fan]  any  tresor  be  it  neue7*e  so  precious  f  [2831] 
And  certes  he  scholde  not  be  cleped  a  gentil  man  fat 
after  god  &  good  conscience  al  finges  left  fat  ne  dofe 
his  besines  ne  diligence  to  kepen  his  goode  name 
[2832]  IF  And  Cassidorie  seife  fat  it  is  signe  of  a  goode 
hert  whan  a  man  louef  Ss  desiref  to  haue  a  goode  name  i 
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[2833]  An  ^erfoie  seij^  sei^  seint  AnstiBe  ^t  J^ero 
beene  tao  J^inges  ftX  bien  necessarie  &  nedefuH. 
[2834]  And  ^t  is  good  conscience  [2835] 
to  ^ine  owen  person 

inwardef  &  good  loos  of  ]>in  neihbour  ontewanie 
[2836]  And  he  yaX  trusta))  him  so  muchel  in  his  goode 
conscience  [2837]  J>at  he  dispisejr 

his  good  name  or  loos  and  rekke]>  nou^t 
to  kepe  his  goode  name  1  nys  hot  a  cruel  cherlle 

[2838]  IT  Sire  nowe  haue  .L  schewde  ^ow  howe  ^e  schol 
done  in  geteinge  of  richesse  &  howe  ^e  scholne  ysen  hem  i 
[2839]  And  .L  se  wele  )>at  for  )»  trust  ^t  70  haue  in 
lechesse  ^  wol  men  Bataile  &  weriel  [2840] 
IT  I  counseM  3owe  Jiat  ^e  be-gjnne  no  weiie  in  trust  of 
)ouie  richesse.  For  ^i  sufficen  nouht  verres  to  main- 
tene  [2841]  IT  And  J^erfore  sei])  a  Philosofre  That 
a  ^man  desire))  &  wil  algates  haue  werre :  schal 
neuer  haue  sufficeance.  [2842]  For  ]ye  richer  ])at  he  is 
^  gretter  dispence  mote  he  make  f  If  he  will  haue  wor- 
schippe  &  victorief  [2843]  And  Salomon  sei])e5  Jiat  ^ 
gretter  richesse  )>at  a  man  ha^  5  ^  more  despendourcs  he 
ha^f  [2844]  IF  And  dere  sir  al  be  it  so  f  )>at  for  3oure 
richesse  ^e  mai  haue  muche  folkef  [2845]  3^^^  behoue)> 
it  nouht  ne  it  is  nou^t  goode  to  beginne  werre  i  where  as  3e 
maie  in  opere  manure  haue  pees  vnto  3oure  worschip 
&  prophitef  [2846]  For  ^e  victories  of  batailles  ^t  bien 
in  yia  werlde  ly^  noujt  in  grete  nombre  of  multitude  of 
peple  in  fe  vertue  of  man.  [2847]  Bot  it  li^  in 
fe  wiH  &  m  fe  hande  of  oure  lorde  ihe^u  cristf 
[2848]  IT  And  pere-fore  ludas  Machabeus  whiche  was 
goddes  knyht  i  [2849]  Whan  he  schold  feyhten  a^eines  his 
adu^TBaries  )>at  hadd  a  gretter  nombre  f  &  a  gretter  mul- 
titude of  folke  f  &  stronger  pan  was  pe  peple  of  Macha- 
bef  [2850]  jit  he  comford  his  litel  compaigne  & 
seide  riht  in  ^is  wisef  [2851]  H  As  lihtly  qt/^  he 
may  oure  lorde  god  almyhty  jeue  victori  to  fewe  folke  f 
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as  to  mony  folke  [2852]  ffor  ]>e  victorie  of  Bataile  comme^ 
noiiht  be  grete  nombre  of  peple  f  [2853]  Bot  it  comme^ 
fro  OTire  lorde  of  heuenf  [2854]  And  dere  sire  for 
also  muchel  as  ]»ere  is  noman  certeine  f  if  it  be  wor])i  ]yat 
god  jif  him  victorie  [neant  plvs  se  II  est  certain  ae  II  est 
digne  de  lamour  de  dieu]  or  noa3t  f  After 
)yat  Salomon  seiji  f  [2855]  Therfor  euerymanschold  gretelj 
drede  werres  to  be-ginne  [2856]  IF  And  be-cause  fat  in 
Batailes  scholne  fallen  mony  perilesf  [2857]  And  happeje 
ofere  while  f  ]yat  as  sone  is  pe  grete  man  sleyne  f  as  pe  lytel 
manf  [2858]  IF  And  as  it  [is]  wreten  in  fe  secunde  boke  of 
kingesf  The  dedes  of  Bataile  been  aduenterous  & 
▼ncerteinf  [2859]  ffor  as  lyhtly  as  one  is  hiirte  ynp  a 
spere  ^as  arno]>er  i  [2860]  And  f^e-fore  it  is  grete  panle  in 
werre  IT  Ther-fore  scholde  men  flee  Ss  eschewe  verre  in 
as  muchel  as  a  man  maie  goodly  f  [2861]  IF  For  Salomon 
aeipe  he  fiat  loue))  perile  f  schal  fal  in  perile 

[2862]  H  After  ]}at  dame  Prudence  had  spoken  in 
pia  manete  Mellibe  anseward  &  seidef  [2863]  ^  I.  see 
vele  dame  Prudence  >at  be  30wre  faire  wordes  &  be 
30ure  resouns  )>at  [voiut  mettez  auaui  que\  )>e  werre  like]? 
30W  no  fringe  f  [2864]  Bot  .1.  haue  noulit  ^it  herde  ^oure  wise 
counsele  how  .1.  schal  do  in  J^is  nede  1 

[2865]  %  Gertes  qi^d  sche  .1.  counseile  jowe  to 
accorde  Yriih  ^oure  aduarsaries  &  pai  je  haue  pees 
wi]>  hemf  [2866]  IF  For^seinte  lames  seife  \en  ses  eputre]  \*8»iu9u», 
]>at  be  Concorde  &  pees  pat  smale  Eichesse  waxen  ir«s»ooi.8.] 
grete  [2867]  And  be  debate  Ss  discorde  grete  riches 
fiallen  dounef  [2868]  And  ^e  knowen  )>at  of  pe 
grettest  &  most  souereine  ]>inge  J^at  is  in  J^is  werlde 
is  Vnite  &  pees  f  [2869]  IF  And  ]>erfore  seide  oure  lorde 
ihesvL  crist  to  his  Apostles  in  pis  wise  [2870]  IF  Wei 
happy  &  blissed  be  J^ei  fat  louen  &  purchasen 
peesl  For  fei  bien  cleped  pe  childeme  of  god  5  [2871]  ^  A 
qttod  Mellibe  1  Nowe  J.  se  wele  30  loue  nouht  my  honour 
ne  my  worschippe.    [2872]  }e  knowen  wele  J»t   mjne 
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adu^TBaries  haue  begoo  fis  debate .  [et  la  brigue  par  leur 
otdtraige\  [2873]  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  )^^^  K®^  neuer  queren  ne 
preyne  me  nouht  of  peee  f  ne  ^i  axe  me  nonht  to  be  recon- 
ailed  f  [2874]  Wil  30  ]Nin  ^at  .1.  go  meke  me  & 
obeye  me  to  hem  &  crye  hem  Mei-cyei  [2875]  ffor  8o]?e 
]}at  were  not  my  worschipef  [2876]  ffor  riht  as  men  seine 
^at  oner  grete  homblesse  engender))  despisinge.  So 
fare))e  it  be  to  grete  humilite  &  mekenesse 

[2877]  IF  ))an  by-gan  dam  pradence  to  make  aem- 
blante  of  wra)>^l  &  seide  [2878]  certes  sire  sane 
^onre  grace  f  I  loue  ^onre  honour  &  ^oure  profite  as  .1.  do 
myn  owen.  &  euer  hane  done  [2879]  ne  ^e  ne  none 
o^tfre  sawe  neu^  ^  contrarye  \  [2880]  IF  And .  ^it  if  .1. 
badde  seide  ^e  scholde  haue  purchased  ^  pees  & 
\e  reconsiliacion  f  I.  hadde  nouht  mechel  mestaken  roe 
ne  .1.  saide  amysf  [2881]  ffor  ^  wise  man  sei^e .  The  dia- 
cencion  be^nne))  be  ano]>ere  manf  &  ]>e  reconsileinge 
be-ginne])  be  ^i  self  [2882]  IT  An  ^  profet  sei]?el 
£9ye  schrewdenesse  &  do  goodnesse  i  [2883]  Seche  pees  & 
folowe  it  in  al  so  muche  as  in )»  is  1  [2884]  3it  seij)  he  nouht 
je  schollen  ^  ra])er  pursewe  to  ^onre  aduersarie 
)»an  ^i  schollen  to  ^owe  [2885]  %  for  .1.  knowe  wele  ^e 
bene  so  harde  y-herted  ^at  ^  wil  do  no  J^inge  for  me. 
[2886]  IT  And  Salomon .  sei^e  i  )>at  he  ]Mit  ha^  ouer  harde 
an  hert  f  atte  ])e  hist  he  schal  myshapp  &  mystide  1 

[2887]  Whan  Mellibe  had  herde  dame  produce 
maake  semblant  of  wra^)>e  he  seide  in  )>is  wise.  [2888]*^ 
Dame  .1.  preie  ^owe  ]>at  30  be  nouht  displesed  of  J'inges 
]>at  .L  seie  ^owe  [2889]  IT  For  ^e  knowe  wele  fiat  .1.  [am] 
angry  &  wro^  &  ]>at  is  no  wonder  [2890]  And  yo  )>at 
been  wro])e  weten  nouht  wele  what  )>ei  done  i  ne  what  ))ei 
seine  f  [2891]  Where-fore  J^e  prophete  seij^ef  )>at 
troubled  eyen  haue  none  clere  siht  [2892]  Bot  sittej»e 
&  counseled  me  riht  as  )e  list  f  For  f  I  am  redy  to  done 
riht  as  ^e  wol  desire  [2893]  IT  And  if  )e  reproue  me  of  my 
folye  .1.   am    more  holden   to  loue    jowe    &  to  preise 
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jowe.  [2894]  For  Salomon  aei^e  he  pat  rejprouep 
him  ^at  do]>  folje  [2895]  he  schal  finde  grett^  grace 
])an  he  p&t  disceyneji  him  be  wordes . 

[2896]  Than  seide  dame  Prudence  .1.  make  no 
sembland  of  wra)>)7e  ne  of  anger  hot  for  joure  owen  profit . 
[2897]  For  Salomon  seij»e  ^^  He  is  more  worJ»e  J>at  re- 
prone^  or  chide])  a  foole  for  his  foly  scheweinge  him 
semblant  of  wr&pyei  [2898]  ])an  he  ^at  supporteji  him 
&  preise))  him  in  his  mys-doinge  &  lauheji  att  his 
folye  [2899]  ^  And  ])is  Salomon  sei]>  affterwardef 
)yat  by  pe  sorweful  visage  of  manf  ]>at  is  to  seyef  be 
pe  sory  &  pe  heuy  countenance  of  a  man  [2900]  pe  foole 
correcteji  &  amende  him  selfe 

[2901]  IF  Than  seide  Mellibef  IT  I  schal  nouht  kon  An- 
sewere  yn-to  so  mony  resons  as  ^e  putteji  to  me  & 
Bchewejf  [2902]  seij?e  schortly  joure  wiH  &  ^oure  con- 
Bcile  And  .1.  am  redy .  to  fifulfille  &  performe 

[2903]  IT  Than  Dame  Prudence  discouerd  aH  hire  will 
vn-to  him  &  seide  5  [2904]  I  counsel  ^owe  qttod  sche 
abouen  aH  J^inge  f  ^at  ^e  maken  pes  be-twene  god  & 
^owef  [2905]  &  bejie  reconsiiede  vn-to  him  &  to  his 
grace  [2906]  For  as  .1.  haue  seide  3owe  here  be-fome  f  God 
ha])e  suffred  3owe  to  haue  pia  trtbulacione  &  disese.  for 
joure  sinnes  f  [2907]  And  if  ^e  done  as  .1.  seie  ^owe  god  wiH 
sende  30wre  aduersaries  ynto  30we  f  [2908]  &  maaken  hem 
to  fallen  att  30ure  fete  rede  to  done  ^oure  wiH  Ss  youre  com- 
mandement  [2909]  IT  For  Salomon  8ei))e  whan  pe  con- 
dicione  is  plesant  &  likeande  vnto  godf  [2910]  He 
chaungeji  pe  hertes  of  mannes  adnersariesf  &  con- 
Btreyne^  hem  to  besechen  him  of  pees  &  of  grace! 
[291 1]  &  .1.  praye  jowe  lete  me  speke  wif  joure  aduersaries 
in  pn'ue  place  f  [2912]  for  )iei  schol  not  knowe  ))at  it 
be  3oure  wiH  or  3onre  assent  f  [2913]  And  pBn  whan 
.1.  knowe  her  wil  and  here  assent  f  I.  may  counsel  3oue 
more  surely  f 

[2914]   IF  Dame  quod  Mellibef   do])e  30ure  wiH  & 
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;ouie  likeinge.  [2915]  For  .L  putte  me  holy  in  jooie 
diflpoflicione  &  ordinance . 

[2916]  IT  Than  daine  prudence  whan  ache  eawe  ]>e 
good  wil  of  of  hire  hosbonde  i  Sche  delyuerly  toke  a-yiae  in 
hex*  self  [2917]  ]>inkinge  howe  ache  myht  bringe  )»ia 
neede  vnto  a  good  conclusione  &  to  a  good  eudef 
[2918]  And  whan  sche  sawe  hire  time  f  sche  sente  for  pe 
adutfrsaiies  to  come  to  hire  into  A  pnue  place  f 
[2919]  And  schewde  wisely  vnto  hem  fe  grete  goodenesae 
fat  comme^  of  Peesf  [2920]  And  fe  grete  harmea  & 
perils  ]>at  bene  in  werref  [2921]  And  seiden  to  hem  in 
goodely  manere  howe  ^t  hem  ai^ten  to  haue  grete  re- 
pentance [2922]  of  ^  iniory  &  fe  wronge  fat  fei 
hadden  done  to  Mellibe  here  lorde  an  vnto  hire  &  vnto 
hire  douhtere  f 

[2923]  And  whan  fei  herden  fe  good  wordes  of 
dame  prudence  f  [2924]  ^i  weren  so  supprised  & 
rauysshed  &  hadden  so  grete  loye  of  hire  ^at  wonder 
was  to  teDf  [2925]  IT  A  lady  qteod  ^ei  30  haue  schewde 
yn-to  vs  pe  blisse  of  swettnesse  after  ^e  sawe  of 
dauid  ^e  profette  f  [2926]  For  ^e  reconsileinge  whiche  y&i 
we  ne  be  not  wor)>i  to  haue  in  no  manere  f  [  2927]  IT  Bot  we 
ouhten  to  require  it  wi^  grete  contricione  &  humilLtef 
[2928]  ^e  of  3oure  grete  goodnesse  haue  presented  ynto  Ysf 
[2929]  If  Nowe  see  we  wele  ^at  ^  conscience  &  pe  conynge 
of  Salomon  is  ful  trewe.  [2930]  For  he  sei^  yat 
swette  wordes  multiplien  &  encresen  frendes  5  And 
maken  schrewes  to  be  debonaire  &  meke  f 

[2931]  IF  Certe  quod  pei  we  putte  oure  dede  & 
al  oure  matier  &  cause  &  holy  in-to  30wre  good  willel 
[2932]  &  bene  redy  to  obeye  to  )w  speche  of  fe  commando- 
ment  of  my  lorde  Mellebef  [2933]  IT  And  Jerfore  dere 
&  benyngne  lady  f  we  preyne  ^owe  &  be-aechen  3owe  as 
we  kon  &  mowen  [2934]  psi  ^^at  it  like  vn-io 
3onre  giete  goodnesse  to  ful-fUle  in  dede  joure  goode 
wordes     [2935]    %    For   we    considem    &    knoweleche 
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])at  we  haae  offended  &  greued  my  lorde  Mellibe  oute  of 
leson  &  mesuTe  [2936]  so  fer  for^e  ]>at  we  be  noiiht  of  pouere 
to  maken  him  amended  f  [2937]  And  pere-foTQ  we  oblige 
TB  &  onie  frendes  for  to  done  al  his  wille  & 
commandement  [2938]  Bot  peraduenture  he  hape  suche 
heuynesse  &  suche  wra^])e  to  vs  warde  because  of  oxue 
offense f  [2939]  )>at  [he]  wil  enioyne  ts  suche  peyne 
as  we  maie  nouht  beie  ne  susteine .  [2940]  ^  And  )ier-fore 
noble  ladyf  we  be-sechen  joure  wommanly  pyte  [2941] 
to  take  suche  ayisemen  in  fia  nedef  ]7at  we  ne  oure 
frendes  be  nouht  disherited  [et  perdvs]  ^orwhe  oute 
folye 

[2942]  ^  Certes  quod  Prudence  it  is  it  is  an  harde  J^inge 
Ss  nht  perilous  [2943]  fat  a  man  putte  him  in  \>e 
arbitracione  &  lugement  al  vtterlyf  &  m  pe  myht  & 
pouere  of  his  ennemys  f  [2944]  For  Salamon  seipe  f  Leueji 
me  &  ^if  credence  to  fai  .1.  schal  seine  f  .1.  saie 
[tout  peuple  et  toutes  gem  et  gouueimeurs  de  gJoire 
(Reg,  19  C  xi)]  [2945]  Ne  3eue  neuere  ^i  sonne  ne  fi  wif .  fi 
frende  ne  ^i  self  [2946]  yn-to  fe  hondes  ne  myht  of  ]>ine 
ennemyef  [2947]  And  Najeles  .1.  counsel  ^owe 
[Se  il  a  doncgues  deffendu  que  on  ne  donne  [jptiissance] 
8ur  soy  a  frere  ne  a  amy  (MS  Reg.  19  C  xi,  leaf  64,  col.  2)j 
[2948]  By  a  stronger  resone  he  defendef  &  forbedefe  a 
man  to  ^eue  him  selfe  vn-to  his  ennemye  i  [2949]  %  And 
na^es  .1  counsel  ^owe  ]7at  je  mistrust  nouht  my  lorde  f 
[2950]  for  .1.  wote  wele  &  knowe  wele  fat  lie  is 
debonaire  &  meke  large  &  curteise  [2951]  &-  no 
f  inge  desirous  of  good  ne  Couytous  to  haue  richesse  5  [2952] 
ffor  fere  is  no  finge  in  fis  werlde  fat  he  desiref 
saue  worschipe  &  honour  f  [2953]  ForJje?'more 
.1.  knowe  wele  &  .1.  am  riht  sure  fat  He  schal  no  fingo 
do  in  fis  nedef  wif-oute  myne  counsel!  [2954]  And  .1. 
schal  so  werchen  in  fis  cause  be  f e  grace  of  oure  lorde 
god  fat  je  scholne  be  reconsiled  vnto  vs  /:/ 

[2955]  Theii  seiden  fei  wif  o  voycef  H  Worschipful 
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lady  we  putten  vs  &  ouie  good  al  fully  in  ^onie  wille 
&  dlBpoflicioun  [2956]  &  .bene  redy  to  comme  whan 
it  like^  vnto  ^onre  noblesse!  to  lemete  V8  or  to  assigne 
T8  [2957]  for  maken  onie  obligacion  5  &  bynde  vs  as  stionge 
as  it  lyke^  vn-to  ^ouie  goodnesse  [2958]  ^at  we  male 
fulfills  pe  wil  of  30ue  &  of  my  loide  Mellybe . 

[2959]  IT  Whan  dame  Prudence  had  herde  pe  on- 
seweis  of  pea  men  $e  badde  hem  gone  a3eine  priuelyf 
[2960]  &  sche  retoumed  a-jeine  to  hixe  lorde  Mellibe  *  And 
tolde  him  howe  sche  fande  his  adu^rsaries  lepentaunt  [2961] 
And  kno  wlecheinge  ful  reuerently  *  &  lowly  her  sinnes  &  ties- 
pas  f  &  howe  ^i  were  redy  to  suffiir  al  peine  f  [2962]  Kg- 
quireinge  him  &  preyinge  him  of  Mercy  &  pytee 

[2963]  IT  Then  seide  Mellibe  he  is  wele  worj^i  to 
haue  pardone  &  for-^euenesse  [qui  nezcuse  point  son 
pechie  [2964]  male  reeognoigi  et  sen  repent  et  demande 
indulgence  [2965]  Car  seneque  dint  la  eat  remission 
(MS  K^.  19  C  xi,  If  64,  bk)]  wher  as  confession  is  5 
[2966]  For  confession  is  ueyhbour  to  Innocence  [2967] 
IT  And  ]>e  wiseman  sei^  in  anoj^er  place  f  he  ]>at  ha))  schame 
of  his  sinne  <&  knowleche  it  is  wor]>i  haue  mercy  /./ 
And  ^€re-fore  .1.  assent  &  conferme  to  haue  pees 
[2968]  %  Bot  it  is  good  psX  we  do  it  nouht  wi]>-outen  ye 
wil  &  assent  of  oure  frendes  5 

[2969]  %  ]>an  was  Prudence  riht  gladde  &  ioyful 
&  seide  1  [2970]  Certes  sir  qt/od  sche  ^e  haue  goodely  & 
wele  ansewarde  [2971]  %  For  riht  as  be  counsel, 
assent  &  helpeinge  of  ^oure  frendes  30  haue  be  ;<tiKd 
to  venge  30 we  &  maake  werre  [2972]  Eiht  so  wi]>* 
outen  hire  counsel  schol  je  nouht  accorf  powbe  je  ne  haue 
pees  wijj  ^oure  aduersa^ries  f  [2973]  flPor  J)e  lawe  seyj^ef 
Ther  is  no  ))inge  so  good  be  waie  of  kinde  As  ^iiige 
to  bene  vnbounden  by  him  J^at  it  was  y-boundende  i 

[2974]  And  ))an  dame  Prudence  wi]>e-outen  delay e 
or  taryinge  sent  anone  Messageres  for  here  kinne  &  for 
hire    olde     frendes     fat    were    truwe    &    wise     [2975] 
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And  tolde  hem  be  oider  in  fe  presence  of  Mellebe  al 
]»e  Matter  as  it  was  abouen  expressed  &  declared  f  [2976] 
And  preyden  hem  ])at  pe  Ttrolde  ^euen  hire  a  wise  coun- 
seile  what  best  were  to  done  in  p\a  matiere  f  [2977]  IT  And 
whan  Millebes  counsel  hadd  taken  hii'earyiBe&goode  deliber- 
acione  of  fe  forseide  matierf  [2978]  And  hadde  examyned 
it  be  grete  besines  &  grete  diligence  f  [2979]  pei  ^auen 
fill  cottnseile  for  to  haue  pees  &  rest.  [2980]  And  ^at 
Mellibe  schold  receyue  it  ynth  goode  herte  of  his  aduersaries 
to  for-^enenesse  &  mercje  f 

[2981]  And  whan  dame  Prudence  hadd  herde  }^ 
assent  of  hire  lords  Mellibe .  And  fe  counsel  of  here  frendes 
[2982]  accorded  wi]>  her  wil  &  entencion  [2983] 
sche  was  wonderly  glad  in  hert  Ss  seide.  [2984] 
IT  There  is  an  olde  prouerbe  quod  sche  seipei  fsi  ^ 
godnesse  pat  povL  maist  do  )>is  daie  do  it  [2985]  Ss 
abide  it  nouht  ne  delaye  it  nouht  til  to  morwe  [2986]  IT  And 
ferfore  .1.  counsel  ^at  30  send  ^oure  messagiers  wiche 
)»at  ben  discrete  Ss  wyse  [2987]  yn-to  ^oure  aduersaries 
teUynge  hem  on  ^oure  be-halue  [2988]  if  pei  wil 
trete  of  pes  Ss  of  accords  f  [2989]  pat  pei  schapen  hem 
wrtA-outen  de-laie  or  tariinge  to  come  to  ys  /./  [2990] 
whiche  ))inge  performed  was  indede  [2991]  IT  And 
whan  pea  trespassours  Ss  repentinge  folke  of  here 
folyeef  |)at  is  to  seie  pe  aduersaries  of  Mellibe.  [2992] 
had  herde  what  ])es  messagiers  seiden  vn-to  hem 
[2993]  pa  were  ful  gladde.  Ss  ioyful  Ss  anseward 
fill  mekely  Ss  beninglyf  [2994]  jeldeinge  graces  Ss 
^onkes  to  her  lord  Mellibe.  &  to  al  his  compaignef 
[2995]  And  schopen  wi))-outen  delay  to  gone  wij>  J>e 
messagiers  5  Ss  obey  to  pa  commandement  of  here  lord 
Mellibe 

[2996]  IT  And  riht  anone  pa  token  her  weie  to 
Mellibe  [2997]  Ss  toke  ^0  somme  of  here 
trewe  wordes  Ss  frendes  to  maken  fei]>  for  hem  f  and  for  to 
bten  her  borwes    [2998]  IT  And  whan    ^i  camen  to 
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fe  presence  of  Mellibe  he  seide  hem  fea  woidesf 
[2999]  It  stande])  fva  quod  Mellibe  f  &  so^  it  is 
^t  )e  [3000]  caosels  and  wi^-oute  skil  &  teaoun 
[3001]  haue  done  giete  Iniuries  &  wronges  to  me  &  to 
my  wif  Dame  Prodencef  A  to  mj  doubter  alsol  [3002]  H  For 
}e  bane  entied  in-to  myne  bowse  be  Tiolenoe  [3003]  Ss  bane 
done  sncbe  outrage  f  ^t  afi  men  knowe  wele  ^t  ^  baue 
desemed  ^  defe  [3004]  IT  And  ^«re-fore  wil  .1.  knowen 
A  witen  of  ^oifre  [3005]  we^r  ^t  )e  wil  pntte  Jie 
ponyssbement  A  pe  cbasteysinge  &  fe  vengeance  of 
pm  outrage  in  ])e  wil  of  me  &  of  my  wif  dame  Pmdence 
or  je  wil  nonbt  f 

[3006]  Tban  ]»e  wysest  of  bem  fre  answarde  for 
hem  al.  &  seide.  [3007]  IT  Sire  qtiod  he  we  knowen 
wele  ^at  we  bien  vnwor^i  to  comme  to  ^onre  ecmrte 
of  so  grete  a  lorde  &  so  irorfe  as  ^e  bien  i  [3008]  And  for 
we  baue  so  gretely  mys-taken  vs  &  baue  offended  &  agilt« 
in  suche  a  wise  ajeines  ^oure  bibe  lord-scbippe  [3009]  ^t 
tiewlye  we  baue  deseruede  ^e  de^f  [3010]  Bot  ^t  for 
ye  grete  goodnesse  &  debonarte  ^t  al  ]»  werlde 
witteneese^  of  joure  persoun  [301 1]  '  We  submitte  vs  Tn-to 
ye  bibe  excellence  &  benignite  of  ^oure  gracious  lorscbip 
[301 2]  and  bien  rede  to  obeie  vn-to  al  ^oure  commandementea 
[3013]  Besecbeinge  ^owe  ^t  of  3oure  merdable  pitee  to 
wylne  consider  ovae  grete  repentance  A  lowe  submissione  5 
[3014]  And  to  grante  vs  for-jefnesse  of  owre  owtrageous 
trespas  &  offense  f  [3015]  For  wel  we  knowe  J>at  joure 
liberale  grace  &  mcrcye  streccben  ferj>er  in-to  goode- 
nesse  ^an  done  owre  outrageous  giltes  &  treepfisses  in-to 
wikkednessef  [3016]  albeit  J>at  cursedly  &  damp- 
nablye  we  baue  gUte  a^eines  jowre  bibe  lordscbippe  f 

[3017]  Than  Mellibe  toke  him  vpe  fro  fe  giounde 
ful  benyngly  [3018]  &  receyued  here  obligacions  &  bei« 
landes  by  hire  ofes  vppon  here  plegges  &  her  borwes  [3019] 
&  assigned  hem  a  certein  daie  to  retome  vn-to  his 
courtesf  [3020]  for  to  aocepte  &  receyve  fe  sentence  «fe 
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luggoment  ^t  Moliibo  wold  comande  to  bo  done  on  hem 
be  ^0  causes  aforno  seidef  [3021]  wkiche  pingp  otdeintf 
euery  man  retoumed  to  his  hous  /'./ 

[302a]  And  whan  )>at  Dam  prudence  sawhe  her 
time  sche  f[r]eyned  &  axed  her  lord  Mellibef  [3023]  Wliatte 
vengeance  he  |K>uht  to  take  on  his  adu^i'saris 

[3024]  IF  To  whiche  Mellibe  anseward  &  soide  f  Certes 
qf/od  [he]f  I.  ])enke  &  ptii'pos  fully  [3025]  to  dis- 
herit liem  of  a]  p&t  pei  hauof  &  for  to  putten 
hem  in  exile  for  eoer  more 

[3026]  Certes  qtiod  Dame  Prudence  pis  were  a  cruel 
sentence  &  mechel  ajeines  resoim  i  [3027]  For  je  be  richo 
jnowo  A  hauep  no  node  of  opere  mennes  goode  5  [3028] 
and  )e  myht  lyhtly  gcten  ^ow  a  couetouse 
name.  [3029]  whiche  is  a  vicious  )>inge  &  ouhte  be 
eschewed  of  euery  manf  [3030]  ffor  after  pe  sawe 
of  pQ  Apostle  Couetise  is  rote  of  el  harmesf 
[3031]  IT  And  fero-iore  it  were  better  to  lose  so  muchei 
goode  of  ^oure  owen  f  pan  for  to  tak  of  hero  goode  in  ]yis 
nianere.  [3032] ITFor better  it  is  to  lose  goode  wip  worschippe 
yem  it  is  goode  to  wynne  worschippe  vrip  velanye  and  scliame 
[3033]  IT  And  euery  man  ouhte  to  done  his  bcsinesse 
to  geten  him  a  goode  name  f  [3034]  And  jitte  schal  he  nouht 
onely  keppen  him  in  kepinge  of  his  good  name  f  [3055]  Bott 
he  schal  also  enforcen  him  alweie  to  dgne  some  pinge  be 
whiche  he  may  renouelle  his  goode  name  [3036]  For  it  is 
y-writte  f  ]>at  ^e  oldo  good  lose  or  goode  name  of  a  man 
is  sone  gone  &  passed  f  whan  it  is  nouht  newed  ne  re- 
nonelled/f/  [3037]  And  as  toucheinge  pa,i  je  seyne  p&t  30 
wol  exile  ^oure  aduersariesf  [3038]  pat  penkep  me 
muchei  a^eines  reson  A  out  of  mesuref  [3039]  (in- 
sider pe  power  ])at  pei  haue  ^ouen  ^owe  vpon  hem  selfe  f 
[3040]  And  it  is  wreten  pat  he  is  wor]»e  to  lesen  his 
prtuelege  pat  mysvse])e  pe  myht  &  pe  pouere  pat 
is  ^onen  Jiim  f  [304 1]  IF  And  .1.  sette  caas  pat  30  myht  annoye 
hem    ]yat  peyoe  be    riht  &    lawe.    [3042]    whiche  .1. 
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tiowe  36  may  not  dof  [3043]  L  aeje  ne  myht  not 
put  it  to  excntionf  paraduenture  [3044]  &  fan 
were  it  likly  to  letome  to  fe  werre  as  it  vas  be-fomel 
[3045]  IT  And  ^-fore  if  30  wifi  pat  men  do  ^owe'obeeraance 
&  obeysatmce  f  30  most  dome  moie  ciuteisly  f  [3046]  ])is  is  to 
seine  36  most  3eue  mor  esi  sentence  &  Inggementzf 
[3047]  for  it  is  wieten  ^t  he  yat  most  curteslj 
commande)»f  to  him.  men  most  obejen  [3048]  IT  And  per- 
fore  .L  praje  30  we  ^t  in  piB  necessitef  &  in  ])is  nede 
3e  casten  ^tfre-fore  to  ou«re-come  30ure  hertl  [3049]  IT  Fof 
Senec  aeipe  he  f&i  ones  ou^re-comme^  his  hert '  ouer-comme^ 
twyesf  [3050]  IT  And  Tullius  sei^f  per  is  no^ii^  so 
commendable  in  a  grete  lorde  *  [305 1]  as  whan  he  is  debon- 
aire  &  meke  &  appese)>  him  mekely  f  [3052]  IT  And  .1.  preie 
30we  pat  ^e  wil  for-bere  no  we  to  do  vengeance  [3053]  in 
SHche  maner  )>at  3oure  goode  name  may  be  kepped  & 
consumed  f  [3054]  and  ]>at  men  maie  hane  cause  & 
matierd  to  prcyse  30we  of  pite  &  of  mercyef  [3055]  And 
^at  36  haue  no  cause  to  repente  3owe  of  pingQ  ]>at  36  done  5 
[3056]  IT  For  Senec  sei^f  he  repentef  him  in  ynel 
manere  ^at  repente]>  him  of  his  victorie  [3057]  where- 
fore .1.  preie  30we  i  lete .  Mercy  be  in  3oure 
hertef  [3058]  to  ])effecte  A  ]>entente  )>at  god 
al  myhty  haue  M<?rcy  vpon  30we  in  his  last  Ingementf  [3059] 
[Car  saint  laqtiea  dit  en  lepiefre  lugement  (19  C  xi.)]  wij> 
outen  mercy  schal  be  to  him  pa\,  ha])e  no  mercye  of 
anopere  wyht  J 

[3060]  IT  Whan  Mellibe  hadde  herd  p^  grete  akils 
&  resons  of  dame  Prudenoe  f  and  of  hire  wise  informacions 
&  tocheinges  [3061]  his  hert  gan  encline  to  p^  wiH  of 
his  wif  consideringe  to  p^  trewe  entent  [3062]  con- 
formed him  a-nane  5  &  assented  fifully  to  worchen  affcer  hire 
conseilef  [3063]  &  ])ongede  god  of  whome  procede])  al 
godenesse  pat  him  sent  a  wif  of  so  [grete] 
discrecione  f  [3064]  %  And  whan  pa  daie  cam  ^t  his  aduer- 
saries  schold  appere  in  his  presence.  [3065]   He  spak 
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to  hem  fill  goodly  And  seide  to  hem  in  ])is  wise  f  [3066]  Al  be 
it  soof  fat  of  joure  pride  &  be  presumcion  &  foly. 
&  of  joure  necligence  &  vnkunynge  [3067]  ^e  haue 
nusbome  jowe  &  trespassed  to  mei  [3068]  3itt  for  al 
so  muche  as  .1.  see  &  beholde  ^oure  gre[te]  homilitef 
[3069]  &  fat  3e  bene  son  &  repentant  of  ^our^  giltes 
[3070]  it  constreyne  me  to  do  ^owe  grace  &  mercyel 
[3071]  wherefore  .L  reoeyve  jowe  to  my  grace  f  [3072]  & 
for-3eue  30we  vtterly  al  foffeuces  Iniuries  <&.  wronges 
fat  3e  haue  done  a3eine3  me  &  myne  [3073]  to  fis 
affecte  &  to  f is  ende  fat  god  of  his  endeles  mercy 
[3074]  wole  att  fe  time  of  oure  deyeinge  for3euen  oure 
gclte  fat  we  haue  trespased  yn-to  him  m  fis  wrecched 
werldf  [3075]  IT  For  doubtelesse  •  if  we  bien  sory  &  repentant 
of  f  e  sinnes  &  giltes  f  e  whiche  we  haue  trespasede  in  f  e 
siht  of  oure  lorde  godef  [3076]  He  is  so  fre  &  so  merci- 
ful [3077]  fat  he  wil  for-3euen  vs  ower  giltes  [3078] 
&  bringe  vs  vnto  filke  blisse  fat  neuere  haf  endef 
To  whiche  blisse  he  vs  bringe  fat  blod  on  crosse  for  vs 
spreynde .  Qui  cum  pa^  &c. 

Explicit*  Pabnla  Galfridi  Chancer/  de  Mellibeo .  Milite 
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Ineipit  Frolo^ns  de  Monaeho .  im  im^wi^ 

Whan  endede  was  fe  tale  of  Mellibe 
And  of  Prudence  &  of  hiie  benygnite  3080 

Oore  Oete  seide  as  .1.  am  ffei]>ful  man 
And  be  fe  precious  coipua  madrian 
I  had  leuere  ))an  a  barel  ale 

That  goo  1  lef  my  wif  hadde  herde  pin  tale  3084 

For  ache  nys  no  |)inge  of  suche  pacience 
As  was  fis  Mellebes  wif  Prudence 
Be  goddes  bones  whan  .1.  bete  my  knaues 
Sche  bringe)>  me  ^  grete  clobbed  staues  3088 

And  crie])  slee^  fe  dogges  euerychone  D«raiMi] 

And  breke)>  bo^e  bak  &  bone 

And  if  pBi  any  neigheboruhe  of  myne  [iMf  tM^teek] 

Wil  nouht  in  cherche  to  my  wif  endine  3092 

Or  be  so  hardy  to  hire  to  trespas 
Whan  sche  commep  home  sche  rumpe^  in  my  &ce 
And  crie}^  false  cowarde  wreke  ])ine  wife 
By  corpus  bones  *,  I.  wil  haue  fi  knyf  3096 

And  ^ou  schalt  haue  myn  distaf  &  go  spynne 
Fro  day  to  nyht  liht  fna  wil  sche  be^nne 
Alas  sche  sei))e  ^t  euer  y  was  schape 
To  wedde  a  mylkesoppe  or  a  coward  ape  3100 

))at  wil  be  onere  ladde  wi]>  euery  wight 
^u  darst  nou^t  stonde  be  pi  wif  ariht 
fw  is  my  lyf  bot  pat  .L  wold  fiht 

And  oute  att  pe  dore  anone  .1.  mot  me  diht  3104 

Or  elles  .1.  am  lost  bot  if  fst  .1. 
Bue  like  a  wilde  lione  foole  hardye 
.1.  wote  wele  sche  wil  do  me  sle  sum  daie 
Some  neihbotirf  &  pan  go  my  waie  3108 

For  .1.  am  perilous  with  knyf  on  honde 
Albeit  p&i  .1.  dar  hir  nou^t  wi^tonde 
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For  ache  is  bigge  in  amies  be  mj  f6i])e 

])at  schid  he  finde  ])at  hire  misdoj^e  or  eeife  3112 

Bot  lat  vs  passe  a^weie  fro  ]>is  matiere 

My  lorde  sir  monke  he  Beipe  hepe  merye  of  chere 

For  ^e  schal  tel  a  tale  trewly 

Lo  Eouchester  staut  here  fast  by  3116 

Hide  foTpe  myne  owen  lorde  breke  nouht  oure  game 

Bot  be  my  troa]>e  .1.  knowe  nou3t  ^oiire  name 

WheJ^er  .L  schal  cal  ^owe  my  lorde  Doune  lohn 

Or  dan  Thomas  or  dan  Albon  3120 

OperQ  of  whatt  house  be  30  be  30ure  fader  kinne 

.1.  Tove  to  good  |)ou  hast  a  fail  faire  skynne 

It  is  a  gentil  pasture  pere  ^ou  goste 

]iou  ert  nouht  like  a  penant  or  a  goste  3124 

Vpon  my  feip  }k)u  ert  sum  officiere 

Somme  worjie  sexteyne  eyj^ere  sum  celerere 

Fo[r]  be  my  fader  soiile  as  to  my  dome 

J>oa.ert  a  maister  whan  pon  ert  att  home  3128 

Ko  pouer  cloistrer  ne  no  pouer  novise 

Bot  a  gou07-noure  a  wilye  &  wise 

And  ^ere-wi|>-al  of  braunes  &  of  bones 

A  wele  fannge  persone  for  pe  nones  3132 

.1.  preie  to  god  gif  him  confusione  PM^mi 

])at  firste  pe  brou^t  in-to  religione 

))ou  woldest  liaue  be  a  tredefoule  ariht 

Haddest  pou  as  grete  leue  as  |)ou  hast  myht  3136 

To  performe  al  ]>i  luste  in  gendrure 

)»ou  hadest  be-geten  mony  a  creature 

Alas  whi  weres  ]>oa  so  wide  a  cope 

God  3eue  pe  sorwe  and  .1.  were  a  pope  3140 

Nowht  onely  }>ou  bot  euery  myhty  mail 

Theihe  he  were  schore  hihe  vpon  his  panne 

Schol  haue  a  wif  for  al  pis  werlde  is  lome 

Beligion  ha]>  tak  vp  al  )>e  come  3144 

Of  tredeinge  &  we  burel  men  bene  schnmpes 

Of  feble  tres  pere  comme  feble  impes 
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f\B  make])  ^t  oure  heiiea  bene  so  sklender 

And  febel  fBi  Jyei  maie  nonht  wele  engender  3148 

This  make^  ^at  onie  wifes  wil  assaie 

Eeligions  folke  for  fai  nude  better  paie 

Of  yenos  Payment  jMm  may  we 

God  woot  no  losshboumes  paie  )e .  3152 

Bot  be  nou^t  wtofe  my  lord  ^nbe  ^at  .1.  pleie 

Fol  in  game  a  soj^e  .1.  bane  herd  seie 

This  vor]>i  monke  toke  al  pacience 

And  seid  .1.  wil  do  al  my  diligence  3156 

As  feie  as  sonne^  vnto  boneste 

To  tella  ^oue  a  tale  or  tuo  or  fie 

And  if  ^owe  lust  berken  biderwarde 

.1.  iril  3owe  seie  pe  lif  of  seint  Edwarde  3160 

Or  elles  Tregedise  fiirst.  wil  .1.  tett 

Of  wbicbe  .1.  baue  an  bundre^  in  my  sdi 

Tregedifi  is  for  to  tel  a  certeine  storie 

As  olde  bokes  maken  memorie  3164 

Of  bem  fB,t  stode  in  grete  prospmte 

And  is  yfafi  oute  of  bibe  degre 

In-to  myserie  &  ende]>  wriccbedlye 

And  ^i  bien  vesified  comunly  3168 

Of  sex  fete  wicbe  ^at  men  clep  exametrone 

In  prose  eke  bien  endited  mony  one 

And  eke  in  metric  in  mony  a  sondre  wise 

Lo  pis  oubt  jowe  .I.-nonbe  suffise  3172 

!Nowe  berkene])  if  30a  Inste  for  to  bere 

Bot  first  .1.  ^oue  benBocbe  in  pia  matier^ . 

))oube  .1.  be  order  tel  nonbt  pea  Jiinges  Vmt  m.  \mA} 

Be  it  of  popes  Emp^roore  or  kynges  3176 

And  a£fter  ber  age  as  me  wreten  finde 

Bot  tel  bem  some  be-fore  some  be-binde 

And  it  oommep  nowe  to  my  remembrance 

Haye  me  excused  of  myne  ignorance .  3180 

Srplieit  Frolos^ns . 
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Incipit  fitbnla  de  Caiilm«  yirorum .    ^"blJa^^' 


Y^  wil  be-weile  in  maner  of  tregedrie  t'  Ti^«/»»fii- 

^e  maner  of  bim  ^at  standep  in  hihe  degre    »!?  ^  ^ai 
And  felle  so  ^at  ^  was  no  remedye 
To  biinge  hem  out  of  her  aduersite  3184 

For  certeyne  whan  fai  fortune  luste  to  flye 
pete  maie  no  man  of  hire  ]>e  course  wi]>-holde 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS."] 

Be^e  war  By  ]>i8  ensample  jonge  &  olde  3188 

Frimo  de  Lncifero 

At  Lucifer  ^ouhe  he  an  angele  were 

And  nouht  a  man  att  him  .1.  wil  beginne 

For  )>eihe  forton  maie  none  angel  dere 

Frome  hihe  degre  jit  feH  he  fro  his  sinne  3192 

Doune  in-to  h^  where  as  he  jitte  is  inne 

O  ludfer  brihtest  of  aungeles  aH 

Kowe  ert  \ovl  Sathanas  )>at  maist  not  twynno 

Owte  of  miseiy  in  whiche  ]>ou  ert  faU:  3196 

De  Adame .  pnmo  homine . 

Lo  Adam  in  |w  felde  of  Damasene 

Wi]>  goddes  owen  fingere  wrouht  was  he 

And  nouht  b^eten  of  mannes  sperme  ynclene 

And  welde  al  Paradise  saueinge  o  tre  3200 

Hadd  neue?*  werldly  man  so  hihe  degre 

As  Adam  til  he  for  his  gou^mance 

Was  dreven  oute  of  his  hihe  prosperite 

To  labure  &  to  hett  &  to  muschance .  3204 

LAKSDOWNE  546   (O-T.  266) 


Bix-Tirr  257 
oBoup  B.  §  U.  MOiTK'a  TALI.  Laiiad0W]i0  Xfl. 

Lo  Sampson  whiche  was  annunciate 

Be  ye  Angel  longe  ar  his  natiuite 

And  was  god  almyhty  consecrate 

And  stode  in  noblesse  whiles  he  myht  see  3208 

Was  neotfr  snche  snoper  as  was  he 

To  speke  of  strenke^  &  fer-tc  haidinesse 

Bott  to  his  wif  told  he  his  secre . 

^ruhe  whiche  he  slonhe  him  self  ^nih  wrechednease  3212 

Se  eodaa. 

IT  Sampson  ^  nobble  &  myhty  champiofi  CWif  »o] 

Wi^nten  wepe  saue  his  hondes  tneye 

He  slowhe  and  al  to-rent  fe  lyofi 

To-ward  his  weddynge  walkinge  be  ye  waie  3216 

He  false  wif  cou)>e  him  plese  &  preie 

Til  sche  his  connseile  knewe  &  sche  vntrewe 

Yn-to  his  foos  his  consel  gan  be-wreye 

And  him  for-aoke  &  toke  a  no^r  newe  3220 

SeBod^m. 

IT  An  .C.  foxes  to  Sampson  for  ire 

And  al  her  tailes  he  to-geder  bonde 

And  sette  ye  fox  tailes  al  on  fire 

For  he  in  enery  taile  hadde  putt  a  bronde  3224 

And  yei  brente  al  ye  comes  in  ^t  lande 

And  al  here  Olines  &  here  vines  eke 

A  ^ousand  men  eke  he  slowhe  wi^  his  honde 

And  hadde  ne  wepen  bot  an  asse  cheke  3228 

De  Bodem 

%  When  ^i  were  sleine  so  ^mted  him  ^t  he 

Was  nyhe  lome  for  whiche  he  gan  to  preie 

^t  god  wolde  of  his  peine  sum  pite 

And. Bend  him  drinke  or  elles  most  he  dye  3232 

And  of  yis  asse  cheke  ^t  was  so  drye 

oute  of  a  wange  to^  spron  anone  a  welle 

Of  whiche  he  dranke .  ynoohe  schortly  to  seie 

Thus  help  him  god  as  ludicum  can  telle  3236 
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Se  Eodam. 

IT  Be  verrei  force  att  Oasan  in  a  njhte 

Maugre  ^e  felistienB  of  ^t  Cite 

The  gates  of  fe  tonne  lie  h&pe  vp  pliht 

And  on  his  bakke  f  y-karid  hem  ha^  he  3240 

Hihe  on  hulle  wher  as  men  miht  se 

0  noble  almjhty  sampson  leue  is  dere 

fai  stronge  &  noble  ha]).bue 

in  al  ^is  werlde  ne  was  fere  neuer  ])i  pete  3244 

De  Eod^m 

IT  This  Samsofi  neuer  si^er  dianke  ne  wyne 

Ke  on  hi[s]  hede  cam  lasare  none  ne  schere 

Be  precepte  of  )>e  Messagier  dinine 

For  al  his  strenke])  was  in  his  here  3248 

And  fiillj  tuenty  ^ere  be  jere 

He  hadde  of  Israel  fe  gouemance 

Bot  after  sone  schal  he  wepe  mony  a  tere  peartoi^  inckj 

For  womman  schal  bringe  him  to  meschaunce  3252 

IT  Ynto  his  lemman  Dalida  he  tolde 

)»at  in  his  heres  al  his  8trenke)>  laye 

And  falsly  to  his  fomen  sche  him  solde 

And  slepeinge  ypon  hir  berme  vpon  a  daie  3256 

Sche  maade  to  clippe  or  schere  his  here  a-waie 

And  maade  his  fomen  al  his  craft  to  spyen 

And  whan  ^i  him  fonde  in  suche  araie 

J)ei  bonde  him  fast  &  put  oute  his  ey^en  3260 

Se  eodem . 

Bot  er  his  here  was  clepped  or  y-schaue 

^ere  was  no  bonde  )Mtt  myht  him  bynde 

Bott  now  is  he  in  priisone  put  in  a  kaue 

Where  as  pei  maden  him  att  pe  queren  grinde  3264 

O  noble  Sampson  stronkest  of  mankinde 

0  whilom  luge  in  glorie  &  richesse 

!Now  maist  pou  wepe  wit/t  piae  yne  blinde 

Se^en  pon  ert  fro  weljie  fed  in-to  wrechednesse  3268 
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D#  •odea. 

IT  The  ende  of  "piB  caiiaSa  was  as  .L  scbal  seie 

His  fomen  maade  a  feste  vpon  a  daie 

And  maden  him  as  her  fole  to-fome  him  pleie 

And  ])is  was  [in]  a  temple  of  a  grete  araie  3272 

Bot  ati  ye  last  he  maade  a  foul  a£Eraie 

For  he  tao  postes  schoke  &  maade  hem  fall 

And  doune  fett  ye  temple  &  al  yer  it  hde 

And  slowe  him  selfe  &  eke  his  fomen  all  3276 

Se  Sodaa. 

IT  This  is  to  seie  ye  pnnces  eiierychon 

And  eke  a  ^osand  bodis  was  ^re  slejne 

Wy]>  fallinge  of  ye  grete  temple  of  stone 

Of  Sampson  ne  wil  .1.  no  more  sejne  3280 

Be  ware  of  ^is  ensample  olde  &  pleyne 

^t  no  man  tel  her  counsel  til  he[r]  wyues 

Of  Buche  ^inge  as  ye  wolde  haue  secre  feyne 

If  ^at  it  touche  her  lymes  or  her  ijues  3284 

SeBrcnle. 

IT  Of  Ercule  ye  souereine  conqueroure 

Syngen  his  werkes  lewde  &  hihe  renonone 

For  in  his  time  of  8trenge)>  he  bare  ye  floure 

He  slowhe  &  raft  ye  scynne  fro  ye  lyone .  3288 

He  of  Centaurns  leide  ye  host  a  doune        l|^  dJihi^AST ?, 

He  arpies  slowhe  ye  cruel  birdes  fett  '"^^^  ^  ^  '^•"J 

He  golden  apelles  raft  ^e  dnigoune 

He  drouhe  oute  Serberous  ^e  hounde  of  hett  3292 

Be  eodem  • 

IF  He  slowhe  ye  cruel  tyrant  Buserus 

And  maade  his  hois  to  frete  him  flesche  &  bone 

He  slouhe  ye  verrey  serpent  venemous 

Of  Achilles  tuo  homes  brak  he  one  3296 

And  he  slowhe  Cacus  in  a  kaue  of  stone 

He  slowhe  ^e  Gyant  Anteus  ye  stronge 

He  slowhe  ^e  Grisely  bore  &  ^at  anone 

And  bare  ye  hede  vpon  his  neke  longe  3300 
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De  EodeTTt 

Was  neuere  wHhite  sen  ])e  werlde  be-gan 

That  slouhe  so  mony  monsties  as  did  he 

^ruhe-oute  fis  wide  werlde  his  name  ranne 

What  for  his  streynke)>  &  his  bounte  3304 

And  euerye .  Eealme  went  he  for  to  see 

He  was  so  stronge  ^at  noman  miht  him  lette 

A-boue  fe  werldes  ende  seipe  trophe 

In  stede  of  bondea  he  a  piler  sette  3308 

De  Eodem 

IT  A  lemman  hadd  ])is  noble  champion 

fai  hiht  Dianier  frische  as  maie 

And  as  ^  clerkes  maade  mencione 

m 

Sche  hsLp  him  sent  a  schert  fnsche  &  gaie  3312 

Alas  ^is  scherte  Ss  walawaie 

envenymed  was  subtilj  wi)>  ail: 

Or  ])at  he  had  werde  it  hafe  a  dale 

It  maad  his  flesche  fit)  ^e  bone  fail:  3316 

De  Bodem 

IT  Bo  naj^elesse  seme  clerkes  hir  excusen 

Be  one  ^at  hiht  nescius  ^at  it  Maked 

Be  as  be  maye  .1.  wil  hii^  nouht  accusen 

Bon  on  his  bake  pia  schert  he  weres  al  naked  3320 

Til  pat  his  flesche  was  for  |)e  venym  blakede 

And  whan  he  sauhe  none  oj^ei'  remedye 

In  bote  coles  he  h&p  him  self  rakede 

For  vrip  no  venym  deynede  he  to  deye  3324 

De  Eodem . 

IT  Thus  starfe  fis  worj^e  myhte  ercules  Cterf««,bMk] 

Lo  who  maie  trust  on  fortune  any  Jrowe 

For  him  }>at  folowep  al  fis  werlde  of  pres 

£r  he  bewarre  is  oft  y-laide  ful  lowe  332d 

Ful  wyse  es  he  pat  him  self  knowe 

Be  war  for  whan  pat  fortune  lust  to  glose 

Than  weyte))  sche  hir  man  downe  to  ]nx>ue 

Bu  suche  a  weie  as  he  wolde  lest  suppose  3332 
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D#  Bage  Vabvfodonoior 

%  The  myhty  trone  ^  prscioiu  tresouxe 

fe  glorioQB  eeptre  A  Boial  Maieste 

^t  liadde  ^  kinge  Nabngodonoaore 

Wi^  tange  Ynne^  male  deacriued  be  3336 

He  twyea  same  ibenualfln  ye  Cite 

The  Teaael  of  fe  temple  he  wi])  him  ladde 

Att  Babiloyne  waa  his  aouereigiie  aee 

In  Trhiche  his  glorie  A  his  delyte  he  had  3340 

Se  Eodem 

%  ]>e  iaireet  childem  of  ])e  blode  Boial 

Of  iherusalem  he  dide  do  gelde  anone 

And  maade  eche  of  hem  to  bu  his  cleike 

Amonge  al  open  Danyel  waa  one  3344 

^t  waa  ye  wiseat  childe  of  euerychone 

For  he  ye  diemea  of  ye  kenge  expounded 

"Where  aa  in  Caldeie  cletk  waa  yere  none 

^t  wiat  to  what  fyne  his  diemes  sounded  3348 

Se  Eodem 

IT  This  proude  kinge  lete  make  a  stature  of  golde 

Sexty  Cubetes  longe  A  .rij.  in  biede 

To  whiche  ymage  hoye  )onge  A  olde 

Commanded  he  to  lonte  A  hane  in  diede  3352 

Oi  in  a  fomeys  ful  of  flammes  zede 

He  scholde  be  bemt  ^t  wold  not  obeie 

Bot  neuer  wolde  assent  to  ^t  dede 

Danyel  ne  his  }onge  felawes  tweye  3356 

Se  eodem 

%  This  kenge  of  kinges  pioude  A  elate 

He  wende  god  ^t  sitte^  in  Mageste 

Ne  myht  him  nouht  be-reue  of  ^t  estate 

Bot  sodanly  he  lost  his  dignite  3360 

And  like  a  beste  him  semed  for  to  be 

And  eie  haye  as  an  oxe  A  leye  fere  oute . 

In  reyne  wi])  wilde  bestes  walked  he  ciMftif] 

Til  certein  time  was  comme  aboute  3364 
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Se  eodem 

And  ylike  an  egle  fethen  was  his  hexes 

His  nayles  like  birdes  dowes  weie 

God  relened  him  a  certein  ^eres 

And  jaf  him  witte  A  J^an  wij»  monj  a  tere  3368 

He  j»onked  god  f  and  euer  his  lif  in  fere 

Was  f  he  to  done  amys  or  more  trespas 

And  or  ^at  time  leide  was  on  his  here 

He  knewe  wele  ^at  god  was  fol  of  myht  &  grace        3372 

De  Baltazar  dieti  Regis  Vabngodonosor  filio . 

His  aone  which  ^at  hiht  Baltazar 

That  helde  ^e  regno  after  his  fader  daie 

He  be  his  fader  con^  nonht  be  war 

For  pronde  he  was  of  herte  &  of  araye  3376 

And  eke  an  ydolatre  was  he  aye 

His  hihe  astate  assured  him  in  pride 

Bot  fortune  kest  adoune  &  fere  he  laye 

And  sodanly  his  regne  gan  deuide  3380 

Se  eodem 

A  feste  he  maade  vn-to  his  lordes  al 

ypon  a  time  he  maad  hem  bli^e  be 

And  ]mn  his  officers  gan  he  caH 

Go^e  bringe]»  for^  ^  vessel^  quod  he  3384 

Whiche  ))at  my  fader  in  his  prosperite 

Owte  of  pe  temple  of  iherusalem  be-rafte 

And  to  oure  hihe  goddes  ])onke  we 

Of  honour  ^at  oure  holders  wi]»  vs  lafte  3388 

De  eodem. 

His  wif  his  lordes  A  his  concubines 

Ay  dranken  whiles  ^eire  appetite  laste 

Oute  of  ))iB  noble  yessels  sondre  W3rne8 

And  on  a  wal  ^is  kinge  his  y^e  kaste  3392 

And  sauhe  an  hand  armelesse  ^at  wrote  ful  fast 

For  fer6  of  whiehe  he  qwoke  &  sikked  sore 

This  hand  |)at  baltazar  maade  so  sore  agast 

Wrote  Mane  techel  pharesf  &  no  more  3396 
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Seoodem 

In  al  ]»at  londe  Magecien  was  fere  none 

ytLt  con^  exponne  what  Jna  leitie  meant 

Sot  Daniel  expound  it  anone 

And  aeide  kynge  god  to  ^i  fader  sent       D»»tn%  bMki     3400 

Gloiy  &  Honour  B^gne  tresonre  &  Tent 

And  be  was  proude  &  no  })mge  god  ne  diadde 

And  ^6re-foTe  god  giete  wieche  vpon  him  sent 

And  him  be-iaft  ^  Begne  ]iat  he  hadde.  3404 

DeEodem. 

He  was  onte  cast  of  Mannes  compaignye 

With  asses  was  his  habitaciofie 

And  ete  hey  as  a  beste  in  wete  &  dmye 

Til  ^at  he  knowe  be  grace  &  be  resolle  3408 

That  god  of  heaen  ha])  domynacion 

Caere  euery  Hegne  &  enery  cretore 

And  ^an  hadd  god  of  him  compassion 

And  him  restored  his  Eegne  &  his  figure  3412 

Se  aodem 

Eke  ))oa  ))at  ert  his  sofi  is  proude  also 

And  knowest  al  ])is  ))ingeB  priaely 

And  ert  Rebel  to  god  &  ert  his  foo 

Thowe  dranke  eke  of  his  yessels  boldely  3416 

^i  wif  eke  &  ))i  wenches  synfolly 

Dranke  of  fe  same  vessels  sondre  wynes 

And  heried  fak  goddes  cnrssely 

Therefor  to  pe  schapen  grete  peine  ia  3420 

Deeodem 

This  honde  was  sent  fro  god  ]»at  on  the  waU 

^at  wrote  Mane  techel  phares  trust  me 

Thyne  Eeygne  is  done  ])ou  weyest  nouht  att  dB[ 

Dynided  Ib  ^i  regne  and  it  schal  be  3424 

To  medes  &  to  perses  ^eaen  quod  he 

And  ^ilke  same  nyht  ))e  kinge  was  slawe 

And  Darius  occapie)i  his  degre 

.])eyhe  he  fere-to  na  hadde  rmpere  riht  ne  lawe  3428 
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SeEodem. 

Ijordinges  here-by  ensamples  male  30  take 

Howe  ]»at  in  lordeschippe  is  no  sekemesse 

For  whan  fortune  wil  a  man  forsake 

He  bere^  awaye  His  regne  &  his  Bechesse  3432 

And  eke  his  frendes  bo)i  more  &  lesse 

And  whan  a  man  ha]»e  frende  ))oruhe  fortune 

Mishappe  wil  make  hem  ennemys  .1.  gesse 

This  prou^rbe  is  ful  6o))e  &  ful  comune .  3436 

Se  Cenobia  Palmere  Regina . 

C^Qobia  of  Palim^re  pe  queue  [leaf  tiij 

As  writen  Persiens  of  hire  noblesse 

So  wor^i  was  in  aremes  &  so  kene 

That  no  wight  passed  hire  in  hardinesse  3440 

Ke  in  lignage  ne  in  of  ere  gentillesse 

Of  ]»e  kinges  blode  of  p^oe  is  sche  descended 

I  seie  ))at  sche  mad  nouht  most  faimesse 

Bot  of  hire  schappe  sche  myht  bue  amended  3444 

Seeadem 

Fro  hire  childhede  .1.  finde  ^at  sche  fledde 

Office  of  wemmen  &  to  wode  sche  wente 

And  mony  a  wilde  hertes  blode  sche  schedde 

Wi]»  arwes  brode  ^at  sche  to  hem  sente  3448 

Sche  was  so  sweft  ^at  sche  a-none  hem  hente 

And  whan  sche  was  elder  sche  wolde  kitt 

Lyons  liberdes  and  beres  altoiente 

And  in  hire  armes  wilde  hem  att  hire  witt  3452 

SeEadem 

Sche  dorst  wUde  bestes  dennes  seeke 

And  nnne  in  ^e  mountain  al  ])e  mht 

And  slepe  vnder  a  busche  &  sche  cou))e  eke 

Wrastelen  be  yerrey  force  &  verrey  myht  3466 

Wi)!  any  ^onge  man  were  he  neuere  so  whight 

Ther  myht  no  pinge  in  hir  armes  stonde 

Sche  kepped  hire  Maidenhede  fro  euery  whight 

To  no  man  deyned  hire  to  be  bonde  3460 
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Deeadom 

IT  Bo  att  ^  last  here  fiendes  haue  hiie  maned 

To  Odenake  a  pWnce  of  ^at  Cite 

Al  were  it  so  ^at  sche  hem  longe  tailed 

And  )e  scholne  vnderstande  how  Jrait  he  3464 

Hadde  suche  fieuitasies  as  hadd  sche 

Bot  navies  whan  ^i  were  knytte  in  fere 

Thei  leneden  in  loie  &  in  felicite 

For  Yche  of  hem  had  of  ere  leef  &  dere  3468 

Deaadem 

IT  Saue  on  Jyinge  ^at  sche  nolde  neuer  assent 

By  no  weye  ]»at  by  hire  scholde  he  lye 

Bot  ones  for  it  was  hire  pleyne  entent 

To  haue  a  childe  fe  werlde  to  multeplye  3472 

And  also  sone  as  sche  miht  a-spye 

^t  sche  was  not  wi^  childe  wi^  ])at  dede 

Than  wolde  sche  sufi&e  him  done  his  fantasy       [inrsii,  i«ek] 

Eft  sone  and  nonht  but  ones  oute  of  drede  3476 

%  And  if  sche  ware  wij»  childe  at  ^ilke  cast 

No  more  scholde  he  pleie  j»ilke  game 

Til  fully  fou[r]te  dayes  were  past 

Than  wolde  sche  ones  do  sufi&e  him  ^  same  3480 

AH  were  ^is  .Odenake  wilde  ore  tame 

He  gatt  no  more  of  hire  for  ])us  sche  saide 

It  was  to  wires  lechery  &  schame 

In  o]»ere  caas  if  ))at  men  wi)i  hem  pleide  3484 

%  Tuo  Sonne  be  ))is  Edenok  hadde  sche 

The  whiche  sche  kepped  in  vertewe  &  in  lettrore 

Bot  nowe  vnto  oure  tale  tome  we 

.1.  say  ]»at  worschipful  creature  3488 

And  wise  f  erwif  &  large  wij)  mesure 

So  penyble  in  fe  werre  &  korteyse  eke 

Ne  more  laboure  mlht  in  werre  endure 

Was  none  ]»eihe  al  ])is  werlde  men  schold  seche  3492 
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IT  Here  ricbe  aiaye  miht  noaht  be  tolde 

Ab  wele  in  vessel  as  in  clo)yinge 

Scbe  was  al  dadde  in  pene  &  in  golde 

And  eke  scbe  left  for  none  bnnteynge  3496 

To  bane  of  sundre  tonges  folk  knoweynge 

Whan  fai  scbe  leyser  badde  to  entende 

To  leren  bokes  was  al  bir6  Ijkejnge 

Howe  scbe  in  yertue  mybt  bire  lif  dispende  3500 

IT  And  scbortly  of  ^is  stone  for  to  entrete 

So  donbte  was  bir  bnsbonde  as  scbe 

)Xit  ^i  conquered  mony  regnes  grete 

In  ]>e  Orient  wif  mony  a  fiedre  Cete  3504 

Apartenatmte  vnto  ^  Maieste 

Of  Borne  &  yrip  stronge  bonde  helde  bem  fast 

Ne  neuere  mybt  bire  fomen  done  bem  flye 

Aye  wile  ^at  Odenake  dayes  last  3508 

^  Her  bataiUes  wbo  so  lost  bem  for  to  rede 

A^eine  Sapore  ^e  kinge  &  ofere  moo 

And  bowe  y&t  al  pia  processe  fel  in  dede 

And  wbie  scbe  conquerde  &  wbat  title  badd  fere  too  3512 

And  aftere  of  bire  mescbief  &  bire  woo 

Ho  ^at  scbe  was  be-seged  &  y-take 

Late  bim  ynto  mi  maister  Petrak  go 

l^at  write))  ynoobe  of  ]»is  .1.  yndertake  3516 

IT  Wben  Odenak  was  dede  scbe  mybtyly  p«f  iiq 

Tbe  regnes  belde  &  wi^  bire  propre  bande 

Ajeine  bir  foos  scbe  faubt  trewly 

)rat  ^re  nas  kinge  ne  pn'nce  in  al  ])at  lande  3520 

Tbat  be  nas  gladde  if  be  pat  grace  fande 

Tbat  scbe  ne  wolde  vpon  bis  lande  werrey 

Wip  bire  ^i  maad  alliance  be  bande 

To  biene  in  pees  &  latt  bir  ride  &  pleie  3524 
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If  The  'Emperour  of  Rome  Claudius 

Ke  him  be-fome  fe  Bomeyne  Graliene 

Ne  doTste  neuere  be  so  Coragius 

19'e  none  Ennyne  ne  none  egipcie[ne]  3528 

Ne  Somen  f  ne  none  anabiene 

Withe-in  fe  felde  )yat  dost  wi^  hir  fiht 

Lest  ))at  sche  wolde  hem  wij»  her  handes  sleyne 

Or  wi^  hire  meyne  to  putten  hem  to  fliht  3532 

%  In  Kinges  abite  went  here  sones  two 

As  eyres  of  here  Eegnes  aH 

And  ermanno  1  and  Thimalao 

Here  name  were  as  peroiens  hem  c^  3536 

Botte  £fortune  ha^  ay  in  here  hony  gatt 

This  myhty  qwene  maie  no  while  endure 

Fortune  oute  of  her  Eegne  maade  hire  fall 

To  wrichednesse  &  to  mysaduenture  3540 

IT  Aurelyon  whan  y&i  fe  gouemance 

Of  Rome  camme  in-to  his  hondes  tweye 

He  schope  ypon  fia  qwene  to  do  vengeance 

And  wi^  his  legions  he  toke  his  weie  3544 

Toward  Cenoby  &  schortly  for  to  seie 

He  maade  hire  flee  &  att  ])e  last  hire  hent 

And  fetterd  hire  &  eke  her  children  tweye 

And  wann  ^  londe  &  home  to  Rome  ))ei  went  3548 

If  Anxange  ))is  o^  ^inge  pai  he  wanne 

Here  Chare  )>at  was  wi^  gold  wrouht  &  perre 

j>is  grete  Romaine  ^is  Aureliane 

Ha)^  wi)y  him  ladde  for  ])at  men  scholde  see  3552 

Be-fome  his  triumphs  walke^  sche 

With  gilt  cheynes  on  hire  nek  hangeinge 

Corounde  sche  was  as  after  her  degre 

And  ful  of  perre  charged  hir  clo)iinge  3556 
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IT  Alas  fortune  sche  pat  whilom  was 

Diedeful  to  kinges  &  to  emperoures. 

Kow  gauie^  al  pe  peple  on  hire  alaoe  [Uiar  sit,  back] 

And  sche  ^at  elmed  was  in  stark  stoures  3560 

And  wanne  be  fors  tonnes  stronge  &  toures 

Schal  on  here  nowe  were  a  fitermyte 

And  sche  ptA  haxe  fe  Septer  fed  of  floures 

Schal  here  a  distaf  here  cost  for  to  qwyte  3564 

D6  Petro  Eispanye  Rege . 

IT  O  noble  o  worf  i  Petie  of  spayne 

Whome  fortune  helde  so  hihe  in  maieste 

Wele  ouhte  men  pi  pitons  dep  compleine 

Thi  bastard  broj^er  maade  pe  to  fie  3568 

And  after  att  a  sege  be  soubtilite 

Thowe  were  betraide  &  ladde  to  his  tent 

Where  as  he  wij)  his  owen  hand  slouhe  pe 

Suocedinge  in  ^i  Begne  &  in  ^i  Rent  3572 

Betelmewe  Claykeynne^ .  Oliuer  Mawnye 

IT  The  felde  of  snowe  vrip  f  e  egle  blak  Jjere-inne  ^  2J232?]** 

Cauht  wip  pe  lime  Rodde  colours  as  pe  glede 

He  brewe  J^is  cursednesse  and  al  pe  sinne 

The  wykked  nest  was  wirkir  of  pis  nede  3576 

Nouht  Charles  &  Olyuer  ]»t  ay  toke  goode  hede 

Of  trou])e  &  honour  hot  of  Armorekke 

Grenyloun  Olyuer  corrupt  for  mede 

Brouhtest  pia  wor])i  kinge  in  suche  brekke.  3580 

Be  Petro  Bege  Cipri 

%  Worfe  Petre  kinge  of  Cipre  also 

That  Alisander  wanne  be  hihe  maistrye 

Ful  mony  an  eyfen  wrouhtest  J?ou  ful  wo 

Of  whiche  fine  owen  leges  hadde  enuye  3584 

And  for  no  )iinge  hot  for  ]7i  chiualrye 

Thei  in  fi  bedde  ban  sleyne  pe  be  pe  morwe 

Thus  gan  fortune  goueme  &  guye 

And  out  of  loye  bringe  men  in  to  sorwe  3588 
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Se  Bftmabo  ▼ieecomita  XedioUao . 

IT  Of  Milane  gret«  Bamabo  viscoimte 

God  of  delice  &  scowige  of  Lombardie 

Whi  scholde  nonlit  .1.  ^ine  fortune  arcoonte 

Sethen  in  estate  ^u  dome  were  so  hihe  3592 

Thine  Bio^r  8on«  ^at  was  ]»ine  doable  allie 

For  be  fi  nevow  was  &  aone  in  lawe 

Wi^in  bis  prisonn  maade  ^  to  deye 

Bot  whie  ne  howe  woote  .1.  ^t  )K>a  wer  skwe  3596 

IT De  Engiline  Comyte  Pisano .  v^vm} 

Of  pe  Erie  Hngylyne  of  Pise  fe  Langoure 

There  maie  no  tunge  tel  for  pite 

Bot  litei  onte  of  Pise  stant  a  toure 

In  wicbe  toure  in  prtsone  put  was  he  3600 

And  wij»  him  ben  bis  litel  chUdem  fn 

^  eldest  Bcarslj  .y.  jere  was  of  age 

Alas  fortune  it  was  giete  cruelte 

Suche  burdes  to  putte  in  sucbe  a  cage  3604 

IT  Dampned  he  was  to  deye  in  fai  prtisone 

For  Boger  ^at  biscbop  was  of  Pise 

Hadde  on  him  maade  a  fals  suggestione 

Thorwhe  fe  peple  gan  on  him  a-rise  3608 

And  putten  him  to  pnson  in  sucbe  wise 

As  30  baue  berde  &  mete  &  drinke  be  hadde 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS,] 

And  ^6re-wi]Hifi  it  was  ful  pore  &  badde .  3612 

IT  And  one  a  daie  be-fett'^t  inne  ^at  oure 

Whan  ]mt  his  mete  was  wonte  to  be  broubt 

The  gayler  schette  ^e  dores  of  ]>e  toure 

He  berde  it  wele  bot  he  sawe  it  noubt  3616 

And  in  his  hert  anone  ^ere  fdi  a  ^uht 

^at  ^i  for  hunger  wolde  done  him  deyefi 

Alas  quod  he  alas  )iat  .1.  was  wroubt 

^er-wi^e  fe  teres  fel  fro  byjefi  3620 

LANSnOWNE  658    (6-T.  S60) 


SIX-TEXT   270 

GBOUB  B.  §  18.  monk's  tale.  Lansdowne  MS. 

IT  His  3onge  son  ^at  ]»rei  ^ere  was  of  age 

Tnto  him  seide  fader  -whi  do  ^e  wepe 

Whan  wil  ]>e  Gayloure  bringen  ouie  potage 

Is  pere  no  morsel  brede  J^at  30  do  kepe  3624 

.1.  am  so  hungiy  ])at  .1.  maie  nouht  [slepe] 

Kow  wolde  god  ]»at  .1.  myht  slepe  euer 

])an  scholde  none  hunger  in  my  wombe  crepe 

p9xe  nys  no])inge  saue  brede  ])at  me  were  leuer^  3628 

If  ])ns  dale  be  daye  ])is  childe  gan  to  crie 

Til  in  his  fader  berme  adonne  it  leye 

And  seide  £ftder  Fare  wele  .1.  mote  deye 

And  kissed  his  fader  &  deyed  fe  same  daye  3632 

And  whan  fe  woful  fader  dede  him  seye 

For  woo  his  arme  tuo  he  gan  to  bite 

And  seid  alas  fortune  f  &  walaweye 

J^ine  fals  whele  my  woo  .1.  al  wite  3636 

IT  His  childem  wende  ^at  it  for  hungere  was 

|»at  he  his  arme  gnowhe  &  nout  for  woo 

And  seid  fader  do  nouht  so  alas  ciMf  sis.  back] 

Bot  ra))er  ete  fe  flesche  vpon  vs  tuo  3640 

Oure  flesche  poxi  ^af  vs  tak  oure  flesche  vs  &o 

And  ete  ynouhe  riht  ])us  to  him  ^ei  seide 

And  efter  )iat  wi))-inne  a  daie  or  tuo 

|»ei  leide  hem  doune  in  his  lappe  &  deyed  3644 

If  Him  self  dispeired  eke  for  hunger  starf 

))us  endede  is  fe  mihte  Erie  of  Pise 

Fro  hihe  a  state  fortune  fro  him  carf 

Of  ^is  tregedrie  it  ouht  .L-nouhe  suffise  3648 

Who  so  wile  here  it  in  a  longer  wise 

Keede  ye  grete  Poete  of  Itaile 

That  hiht  Daunte  for  he  can  it  deuise 

Fro  pointe  to  poynte  nouht  o  worde  wil  he  faile  3652 
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%  pe  Peple  lom  vpon  him  ypon  a  nyht 

For  biB  defante  &  wban  he  hadd  it  aspiede 

Oate  of  his  doie  anone  he  ha^  him  dyht 

Alone  &  fere  he  wende  haue  hue  aljede  3720 

He  knokked  fast  &  9j  ^  moie  he  ciyed 

The  faster  schetten  ^i  ]>e  dores  ail:  cinfti4»teck] 

Tho  wist  he  wele  he  had  him  self  he-gilede 

And  wente  his  weie  no  longer^  dorst  he  cxA  3724 

IT  The  peple  cried  &  Bombled  vpe  &  doune 

That  wi^  his  eres  herde  he  howe  ^i  seide 

Where  is  fals  terant  J^is  Neroune 

For  fere  al-moste  out  of  his  witte  braide  3728 

And  to  his  goddes  pitously  he  seide 

For  socoure  for  it  myht  nouht  be-tide 

For  diede  of  ^is  him  ])onht  )>at  he  deide 

And  lanne  in-to  a  gardcyne  him  to  hide  3732 

IT  And  in  ]»is  cardyne  fonde  he  cherles  tneye 

And  fiettten  be  a  fire  ful  grete  &  rede 

And  to  ^  cherles  tney  he  gan  to  preye 

To  slene  him  &  to  girde  of  his  hede  3736 

^at  to  his  body  whan  ^at  he  ware  dede 

Were  no  despite  ydo  for  his  defame 

Him  selfe  he  slonhe  he  cou^  no  better  rede 

Of  whiche  fortune  louhe  &  had  a  game  3740 

Se  Olifemo  prtncipe. 

IT  Was  Neuere  capitaigne  ynder  a  kings 

That  Begnes  mo  putte  in  subieccione 

"Ne  strenger  was  in  felde  of  al  ^inge 

As  in  his  time  none  gretter  in  renoune  3744 

Ke  more  Pompose  in  bihe  presumsione 

Than  Olifeme  whiche  fortune  ay  kyste 

So  lykerously  &  ledde  him  vpe  A  doune 

Til  J>at  he  heded  was  er  J)at  he  wiste  3748 
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If  Koaht  onely  ^t  ^is  werlde  hadde  of  him  awe 

Por  leseinge  of  Kichesse  &  lyberte 

Bot  lie  maade  euerj  man  Eeny  his  lawe 

KabagodoQosor  was  loid  he  seide  3752 

Kone  of  ere  god  scholde  honoured  be 

Ajeines  his  hest  no  whight  dar  trespas 

Saue^in  Bethulia  a  stronge  cite 

Where  Eleachim  a  pieste  was  of  ]»at  place  3756 

IT  Bot  take  kepe  of  ^e  de^  of  Olifeme 

Amydde  his  oste  he  dmnke  laye  a  nyht 

Wi])-inne  his  tent  laige  as  is  a  heme 

And  )it  for  al  his  pompe  A  al  his  myhte  3760 

ludithe  a  womman  as  he  laie  vp  liht 

slepeinge  his  hede  of  smote  &  fro  his  tente 

Ful  Priuely  sche  stale  fro  eu^ry  wyght  peirftw] 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS,]  3764 

De  Antioohio  illnstri . 

IT  What  nede])  it  of  kynge  Antiocheos 

To  tel  his  hihe  &  Roial  Maieste 

His  hihe  prtde  his  werke  venymmous 

For  snche  anofer'e  was  neuere  none  as  he  3768 

Eede^  whiche  ]»at  he  was  in  Macabe 

And  rede])  ^  proude  wordes  ])at  he  seide 

And  whie  he  fel  fro  his  prosperite 

And  in  an  hidle  howe  wrychedly  he  deyed  3772 

IT  Fortune  had  him  enhaunsed  so  in  pride 

j»at  verraylye  he  wende  he  myhte  atteygne 

ynto  pe  sterres  vpon  eu^ry  sidde 

And  in  a  balance  to  weye  iche  mounteyne  3776 

And  al  ^e  floodes  of  J^e  see  restreyne 

And  goddes  peple  hadde  he  moste  in  hate 

Hem  wolde  he  sle  in  torment  &  peyne 

Weneynge  ^at  god  myht  nouht  his  pWde  abate  3780 
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%  And  for  ^t  Nicbamouie  A  Timoihee 

Wi])  lewes  were  venqwiste  mihtile 

vnto  ]>e  lewes  sucbe  on  hatte  hadde  he 

That  he  hadde  gTey)yed  his  chare  ful  hastelye  378-4 

An  swore  &  seide  ful  dispitouslye 

Vnto  lentsalem.  wolde  he  eft  sone 

To  wreke  hire  on  it  fill  croaeUye 

Bot  of  his  purpose  he  was  lette  ful  sone  3788 

IF  God  for  his  manasse  him  so  sore  smote 

Wi])  inne-yisible  wounde  aye  vncurable 

^at  in  his  guttes  karf  so  &  bote 

]»at  his  peynes  weren  importable  3792 

And  certeinly  fe  wreche  was  resonable 

For  mony  mannes  guttes  dede  he  peine 

Bot  fro  his  purpos  cursed  &  dampnable 

For  al  his  smert  he  nold  him  nouht  restreine  3796 

%  Bot  Badde  anone  apparellen  his  Oste 

And  sodanly  or  he  was  of  it  warre 

God  daunted  al  his  pn'de  &  al  his  boste 

For  he  so  sore  fel  oute  of  his  chare  3800 

])at  hurte  his  limes  &  his  scynne  to-tare 

So  j»at  he  ne  myht  go  ne  Ride 

Bot  in  a  chayere  men  aboute  him  bare 

Al  for-brused  boj^e  bakke  &  side  3804 

IF  The  wreche  of  god  him  smote  so  crudelye       Onf  tu.iMek] 

^at  in  his  bode  wyked  wermes  creped 

And  yer-vriy^  he  stanke  so  orribily 

^at  none  of  al  his  meyne  fat  him  kepped  3808 

Whef  er«  so  ))at  he  woke  or  elles  sleped 

Ne  myht  nouht  ^e  stink  of  him  endure 

In  ^is  Meschef  he  weiled  &  eke  wepped 

And  knowe  god  lorde  of  euery  creature .  3812 
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If  To  al  his  oste  &  to  him  self  also 

Fal  wlatesome  was  ])e  stinke  of  J)is  caren 

No  man  miht  him  here  to  ne  fio 

And  in  his  stinke  &  in  his  onible  peyne  3816 

He  staif  ful  wiecchedly  in  a  mownteyne 

Thus  ha)i  ^is  Bobboure  &,  \\&  homicide 

That  mony  a  man  maade  to  wepe  &  pleyne 

Suche  guerdone  as  belonge])  vnto  pn'de-  3820 

Se  Alexandre  Magne  Philippi  Begts  Macidenie  filie 

The  stone  of  Alexander  is  so  comune 

That  euery  wight  ))at  ha]?e  discrecione 

Ha)ie  herd  snm-whate  or  al  of  his  fortune 

]>\&  wilde  werlde  as  in  conclusione  3824 

He  wan  be  strenke])  or  for  his  hihe  renoune 

Thei  weren  gladde  for  pes  vnto  him  sende 

The  pride  of  man  &  beste  he  laide  adonne 

Wher-80  he  came  yn-to  ]»e  werldes  ende  3828 

IT  Comparisofi  myht  jite  neuere  be  makede 

Be-tuex  him  &  ano])er  conqueroiire 

For  al  ]»is  werlde  for  drede  of  him  ha^  qwaked 

He  was  of  kny[ht]hede  and  of  ^dome  flonre  3832 

Fortmie  him  maade  )ie  heire  of  owre  honour 

Saue  wyne  &  wemmen  no  ]>inge  miht  aswage 

His  hihe  atente  in  armes  &  laboure 

So  was  he  of  loueinge  corage  3836 

%  What  pite  were  it  to  him  J^ouhe  .1.  ^owe  tolde 

Of  .Darins  A  an .  C .  M .  mo 

Of  Princes  kinges  Erles  bolde 

Whiche  he  conquered  &,  brouht  hem  in-to  woo  3840 

As  fei^  .1.  saie  as  man  mai  ride  or  goo 

^e  werlde  was  his  Whatt  schold  .1.  more  deuise 

For  ])ouhe  .1.  write  or  tolde  jowe  eu6rmo 

Of  bis  knyhthode  he  miht  not  suffise  3844 
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%  Tweloe  jere  he  regned  as  sei^  Macbabe 

Philippus  fe  sonne  of  Macedo  he  was  ciMfui] 

That  first  was  kynge  of  grece  f%  Contre 

O  wor^i  gentil  Alisander  Alas  3848 

yat  euer  schold  fall^  suche  a  cas 

Enpoysonde  of  ^i  folke  ^on  were 

))in  suster  fortone  ha^  tome  in-to  an  as 

And  )it  for  ]>e  ne  wepped  sche  neuer  a  tore  3852 

IT  How  schal  men  jene  teres  to  compleyne 

The  de])e  of  gentillesse  &  of  frauncheys 

pai  al  ^  werlde  weldede  in  his  demejgne 

And  ^it  him  )K)nht  it  myht  nonht  sofiBse  3856 

So  ful  was  his  Corage  of  hihe  emprtse 

Alace  who  schal  me  helpe  to  endite 

Fals  fortune  &  poyson  to  despise 

The  whiche  tuo  of  al  ^  wo  .1.  wite  3860 

Selnlio  Casare 

IT  By  wisdom  manhede  &  be  labour 

Fro  hnmblehede  A  fro  Hoial  Maieste 

Vp  rose  he  lulius  ]>e  conqnerour 

That  al  fe  Occident  be  lahde  A  see  3864 

Be  strenke^e  of  hande  or  elles  be  trete 

And  Tnto  Rome  maade  hem  tributaiye 

And  se^^n  of  Home  ^an  Emperonre  was  he 

Til  JMit  fortune  wex  his  aduersarie  3868 

IT  O  myht  Cesai'  ^at  in  Thessalye 

A^eines  Pompeus  fader  ^in  in  lawe 

Of  ^t  pe  orient  badde  al  ^e  cheuaMe 

As  fer  as  ^e  daie  beginne])  to  dawe  3872 

Theime  ^ruhe  pi  knyhthode  hast  hem  take  &  slawe 

8aue  fewe  folke  ^at  wi]»  pompeus  fledde 

]»orwho  whiche  ^ou  puttest  al  pe  orient  in  awe 

]K)nke  fortune  ptd  so  wele  fe  spedde  3876 
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%  Bot  nowe  a  litel  while  .L  wil  beweile 

fiB  Pompeus  ^is  noble  gouemoure 

Of  Rome  whiche  ^at  flye]»  att  fia  Batayle 

.L  saje  one  of  his  men  a  fals  tndtuie  3880 

His  hedde  of  fmote  to  wynne  him  fftuouie 

Of  lulius  &  him  fe  hede  brooht 

Alas  Pompey  of  ^e  Orient  conqueronie 

That  fortune  vnto  suche  a  de])e  brooht  3884 

IT  To  Eome  a^eine  Kepaire^  lulios 

Wi^  his  tryumphe  laureate  ful  hihe 

Bot  on  a  time  Brutus  Cassius  [Uiifii6,i»dk] 

])at  euere  hadde  of  his  hihe  astate  enyie  3888 

Ful  prtuely  had  maad  conspiracye 

A^eynes  ^is  lulius  in  subtilite  wise 

And  kest  ))e  place  in  whiche  he  scholde  deye 

Wi^  Bodekynnes  as  .1.  schal  jowe  devise  3892 

IT  This  lulius  to  ^e  Capitoile  went 

vpon  a  dale  as  he  was  wont  to  goone 

And  in  ^e  Capitoile  anone  him  hente 

This  Mce  Brutus  on  of  his  foule  fone  3896 

And  stikked  him  vnp  Bodekinnes  anone 

Wip  mony  a  wound  A  fna  ])e  lete  him  lye 

Bot  neuere  gronte  he  att  no  stroke  bott  one 

Or  elles  att  tuo  bot  if  his  story  lye  3900 

IT  So  manly  was  ^is  lulius  of  hert 

And  so  wele  loued  estately  honeste 

))at  ^ouht  his  dedely  woundes  so  sore  smert 

His  Mantil  ouere  his  hippes  cast  he  3904 

For  no  man  schol  se  his  pnuetee 

And  as  he  lay  in  deynge  in  a  trance 

And  wist  yerraily  ))at  dede  was  he 

Of  honeste  ^it  hadde  he  Remembrance  3908 
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%  Lucan  to  ^is  gtory  •!.  reconimende 

And  to  Swetoft  &  to  Valerius  also 

^at  of  p\8  stone  write^  worde  A  ende 

How  ^at  peA  grete  Conqueroos  two  3912 

Fortune  was  first  frende  &  sij^en  foo 

No  man  ne  trust  ypon  bis  fauour  longe 

Bot  haue  hue  in  awaite  for  euer  mo 

Wittnesse  on  att  )>es  conquerouies  stronge  3916 

De  Creao  Bege. 

%  This  Riche  Ciesus  whilom  kinge  of  Lyde 

Of  whiche  Cresus  Ciquus  sore  him  dradde 

^ette  was  he  cauht  amydes  al  his  pride 

And  to  he  brent  men  to  ^e  fire  him  ladde  3920 

Bot  suche  a  Raine  doune  fro  pe  walkyn  schadde 

P&t  slouhe  pe  fire  &  maade  him  to  eskape 

Bot  to  be  warre  ^itte  no  grace  he  hadde 

Til  fortune  on  ^e  galoues  maade  him  gape  3924 

IT  Whan  he  ascaped  was  he  can  nouht  stinte 

For  to  be-ginne  a  newe  Ee^'ne  a^eine 

He  wende  wele  ^at  fortune  him  sente 

Suche  happe  ))at  he  ascaped  ^ruhe  ^e  Keine  [iMf  ti7]   3928 

^at  of  his  foos  he  myht  nouht  be  sleioe 

And  suche  a  sweuen  vpon  a  nyht  he  mette 

Of  whiche  he  was  proude  &  eke  feine 

)>at  in  vengeance  he  al  his  hert  sette  3932 

IT  Vpon  a  tre  he  was  as  Jat  him  )>ouhte 

There  lubiter  him  wessche  bojie  halse  &  side 

And  phebus  eke  a  fjEure  towel  him  brouht 

To  drye  him  wi))  &  perto  wex  his  pride  3936 

And  to  his  doubter  Jiat  stode  him  bo-side 

Whiche  )iat  he  knowe  in  hihe  science  abounde 

He  badd  him  tel  hir  what  it  signified 

And  sche  his  dreme  began  riht  ])us  expounde  3940 
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IT  The  tre  quod  sche  pe  galouse  is  to  mene 

And  lubiter  be-tokene^  snowe  &  reyne 

And  Phebus  wi])  his  towde  so  clene 

Is  pe  Sonne  stremes  for  to  seyne  3944 

Thou  schalt  an  honged  be  fader  certeine 

Eeyne  schal  )>e  wassche  &  sonne  schal  fe  drye 

Thus  warned  sche  him  ful  platte  &  pleine 

His  doubter  ])at  called  was  Phayne  3948 

IT  An  honged  was  Gresus  ])e  proude  kynge 

His  Eoial  throne  myht  him  nouht  availe 

Tregedrye  in  none  ofere  maner  ])inge 

Ke  cann  in  sinynge  *  crie  ne  be-weyle  3952 

Bot  )>at  fortune  al  wei  wil  assaile 

Wi])  vnwar  stroke  )ie  Eeignes  ^at  bien  proude 

Por  whan  men  truste])  hir  ^an  wil  sche  faile 

And  couare  hire  briht  face  wij)  a  cloude  3956 

Explicit'  fabula . 
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Incipif  prologiw 

Hoo  qf4od  fe  knyht  gocnl  sir  no  more  of  ^is 
^t  je  hane  saide  it  is  y-nowbe  y-wis 
And  muchel  more  for  litel  henynesse 
Is  riht  ynonhe  to  muche  folks  as  .1.  gest 
.L  seie  for  me  it  is  a  grete  disese 
Where  as  men  ba^  baen  in  gre  wel])e  &  ese 
To  heren  of  herd  sodan  fal  alas 
And  fe  contiarie  is  loye  &  grete  solace 
As  whan  ha^  bae  in  ponere  astate 
And  cUmbe^  yp  &  waze^  fortunate 
And  ^are  abide^  in  prosperite 
Sache  ^inge  is  glad-some  as  it  )>enke))  me . 
And  ^uhe  sache  were  goodely  for  to  telle 
3e  quod  oure  Ost  be  seint  ponies  belle 
3e  seie  riht  so^e  fis  monke  he  clappe^  loude 
He. spake  howe  fortune  couerd  was  wi])  a  clonde 
.1.  mote  nen^  what  &  also  of  a  tregedtye 
Biht  nowe  je  herde  &  parde  no  Kemedye 
It  is  to  be-weile  ne  to  compleyne 
That  ^at  is  done  and  als  it  is  a  peine 
As  je  hane  seide  to  hire  of  henenesse 
Sir  monke  no  more  of  ^is  so  god  ^ow  blysse 
Joure  tale  anoye)i  al  pia  Compaignye 
Sache  talkeinge  ia  nouht  wor^  a  hotter  flye 
For  ])ere-inne  is  no  sporte  ne  game 
Where-fore  air  Monke  Dan  Piers  be  ^oure  name 
I  praie  hertely  tel  vs  sumwhatt  eUes 
For  seker  ner  clynkenge  of  ^oure  belles 
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fat  on  joure  bridel  honge])  on  euery.  side 

Be  heven  kinge  )iat  for  vs  al  deide 

I  schal  for  ]>i8  fal  donne  for  elepe 

Al-])oulie  ])e  slouhe  hadde  neuere  be  so  depe  3988 

Than  hadde  joure  tale  be  tolde  in  veyne 

For  certeynly  as  Jes  clerkes  seyne 

Where  as  a  man  maye  haue  none  audience 

Nowht  he[l]pe)i  to  tellen  his  sentence  3992 

And  wele  .1.  woote  be  substance  is  in  me 

If  any  ])inge  schal  wele  Eeported  bee 

Sire  sey  sum  whatt  of  hunteinge  .1.  jowe  preie 

Kaye  quod  fe  monke  .1.  haue  no  luste  to  pleie  3996 

Kowe  latte  a  nofere  tel  as  .1.  haue  tolde 

Than  spak  oure  Oste  wi)i  rude  speche  &  bolde 

And  seide  ynto  ])e  N^ones  pr^ste  anone 

Com  nere  air  prest  come  hider  sir  lohfl  4000 

Tel  Ys  suche  f  inge  as  may  oure  hertes  glaade 

Be  merye  }>ouhe  }>ou  ride  vpon  a  Tade 

J>at  fouhe  )jine  hors  be  foule  or  lene 

If  he  wil  scrue  }>e  rekke  fe  nouht  a  bene  4004 

Looke  ])at  ))ine  herte  be  mere  eu<;rmo 

Jis  oste  quod  he  so  mot  .1.  ride  or  go 

Bot  .1.  be  mery  .I.-wisse  ,1.  wil  be  blamede 

And  riht  anone  he  ha))e  his  tale  tamede  4008 

And  Jjus  he  seide  to  vs  euerychon 

This  swete  preste  ])is  goodman  sir  lohfi 
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p»  Praste    [headline] 

Pouer  wedowe  sumdel  stoape  in  age  pcariis] 

was  whilom  dwellynge  in  a  narwe  cotage        4012 

Be  sides  a  groue  standinge  in  a  dale 

fia  wedow  whiche  .L  tolde  jowe  of  my  tale 

8e])^n  ^ilke  daie  sehe  was  last  a  wif 

In  pacience  ledde  a  fill  simple  lif  4016 

For  litel  was  hire  catel  &  hire  rent 

Be  husbandry  suche  as  god  hire  sent 

Sche  fant  her  self  &  eke  her  douhtem  tuo 

)>e  large  sewes  hadde  sche  &  no  mo  4020 

))Te  kyne  &  eke  a  schepe  )>at  hiht  mal 

Ful  soty  was  hir  boure  &  eke  hire  hal 

In  whiche  sche  ete  mony  a  sklender  mcle 

Of  poynant  sauce  her  neded  neuer  a  dele  4024 

No  dcynte  morsel  passed  hire  ])rote 

Hire  Dyaut  was  accordant  to  hire  cote 

Ileplecio?in  maad  hir  neuer  seke 

Atempre  diete  was  aH  hire  phesike  4028 

And  exercise  &  hertes  sufficiaunco 

The  goute  lettid  hire  no  ))inge  to  daunce 

^  Poplexie  ne  shent  nouht  hire  hede 

Nc  wyne  dranke  sche  neyfere  white  ne  rede  4032 

Hire  borde  was  serued  most  wijj  white  &  blakke 

Melke  &  broune  brede  in  whiche  sche  fande  no  lakke 

Seyned  bakon  &  somtyme  a  neye  or  twcye 

For  sche  was  as  it  were  a  manere  deye  4036 

A  gardepie  sche  hadde  closed  al  aboute 

WiJ)  stikkes  &  a  drye  diche  wij  oute 

In  whiche  sche  hadde  a  kok  )jat  hiht  chauntreH 

In  al  ^e  land  of  croweinge  was  his  pere  4040 
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His  voice  was  meriei'  ])aii  ^e  men  oigane 

On  mesdaies  ^at  in  ^e  cherche  gone 

Wele  sukere  was  his  croweinge  in  his  loge 

Than  is  a  kloke  or  any  abbeie  orl^e  4044 

Ee  nature  he  knewe  iche  ascencio^me 

Of  )ie  equinoxiale  of  pilk  toune 

For  whanne  degrese  ,xv.  were  descended 

pan  knewe  he  )iat  it  myh  not  hue  a-mended  4048 

His  kombe  was  redder  ])an  )>e  fine  coralle 

Enbateled  as  it  were  a  castel  watt 

Hyke  ajure  was  his  legges  &  his  tone 

His  bills  was  blakke  &  as  {>e  gete  it  schone .  4052 

His  nailes  whitter  Jmn  fe  lyly  floure  |>af 218,  iMck] 

And  ylike  bomesshed  gold  was  his  colour 

This  gentil  kok  hadd  in  his  goo^mance 

.Yij.  hennes  to  done  him  plesance  4056 

Whiche  weren  his  susters  &  his  paramours 

And  wondera  yUke  to  him  as  of  Colonies 

Of  wiche  ^e  faiie  hewe  on  hire  ])rote 

Was  cleped  faire  damysel  p^telote  4060 

Corteys  sche  was  discrete  &  debonaire 

And  companable  &  bare  hire  self  so  faire 

8e])ens  ))ilke  dale  sche  was  sevenyht  olde 

That  trewly  sche  ha])e  {>e  hert  in  holde  4064 

Of  chaunteclere  loken  in  euery  lyf fe 

He  loued  hb«  so  ])at  wele  was  him  fere  vrip 

Bot  suche  a  ioye  it  was  to  here  hem  singe 

Whan  fat  pe  briht  Bone  be-gan  to  springe  4068 

In  swete  accorde .  My  leue  is  fare  in  londe 

For  ^ilke  time  as  .1.  have  vnderstonde 

Bestes  &  birdes  kou]ye  speke  &  singe 

And  so  befel  at  in  a  dawenjmge  4072 

As  chaunteclere  amonge  his  wives  att 

Satt  on  his  perche  )iat  was  in  ))e  hatt 

And  next  him  satt  his  faire  peiiielote 

Tliis  chaunteclere  gan  gronen  in  his  ^rote  4076 
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As  a  man  ^t  in  his  dieme  is  drecched  soie 
And  whan  fai  Pertilote  ^us  heide  him  Eoie 
Sche  was  agast  &  seide  hert  deie 
^'^Vhat  eyle^  ^owe  to  gione  in  ^is  manew  4080 

3e  hue  a  reney  slep^r  f  je  for  schame 
And  he  ansewaid  &  seide  pus  madame 
.1.  pray  jow  pat  39  take  it  to  no  grene 
Be  god  me  mette  J^at  .1.  was  in  suche  mischeue  4084 

Biht  nowe  ^at  3it  myne  hert  is  sore  afliht 
Kowe  quod  he  My  sweven  rede  ariht 
And  kepe  my  body  oute  of  foiile  prisone 
Me  mette  ])at  .L  Romed  ype  &  doune  4088 

Wi^inne  oure  ^erd  where  as  .L  sawe  a  beste 
Was  like  an  hunde  &  wolde  haue  maad  areste 
Ypon  My  body  &  wolde  haue  hadde  me  dede 
His  colour  was  be-twixe  white  &  Rede  4092 

And  tipped  was  his  taile  &  bo^  his  eres 
Wi))  blak  vnlyke  fe  remenant  of  his  heres . 
His  snowte  smal  wiji  gloweinge  eyen  tweye  [iMf  S193 

5it  of  his  loke  almoste  for  fere  .L  deye  4096 

fia  caused  me  my  groneinge  douteles 
Avoye  quod  sche  Fy  on  jowe  herteles 
Alas  quod  sche  for  be  pat  god  aboue 
Now  haue  ^e  lost  my  hert  &  my  loue  4100 

.1.  kan  nouht  loue  a  coward  be  my  fei|»e 
For  certes  what  so  any  womman  seyf e 
Wil  al  desiren  if  it  mybt  be 

To  haue  husbandes  harde  wise  &  fre  4104 

And  secre  ne  no  nygard  ne  none  fole 
Ke  him  ^at  is  agast  of  eu^y  tole 
Ne  none  avauntour  be  fat  god  aboue 
How  dorst  30  seye  for  schame  vnto  3oure  loue  4108 

pat  any  f  inge  myht  maake  3owe  aferde 
Haue  3e  none  mannes  herte  &  ban  berde 
Alas  &  kan  je  be  agast  of  sweue[n]sse 
[No  thyng  god  woot/  but»  vanyte/  in  sweuyn  is/.]  J^g^-  ™. 
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Sweuens  engendur  of  repleciones 

[And  ofte  of/  fiaine  Ss  of  complexions/.]     [SmL  17M,  {fi9^  bk] 

Whan  humours  bien  to  aboundant  in  a  whight 

Ceites  f\a  dreme  whiche  30  haue  herd  to  nyht  4116 

Come^  of  ^e  grete  superfluyte 

Of  joure  rede  coloure  parde 

Whiche  cause))  folk  to  dreme  hire  dremes 

Of  Arwes  and  of  fire  wi])  rede  lemes  4120 

Of  Bede  bestes  f&i  willen  hem  bite 

Of  contek  &  of  whelpes  grete  Sc  lite 

mht  as  pe  humore  malancolye 

Cause)i  many  a  man  in  slope  to  crye  4124 

For  fere  of  beres  &  boles  blake 

Or  elles  blake  deueles  wi  him  tak 

Of  ofere  humerous  cou))  .1.  tel  also 

^at  werken  mony  a  man  in  slope  ful  wo  4128 

Bot  .1.  wil  passe  as  lihtly  as  .1.  kan 

Lo  Caton  whiche  f&i  was  so  wise  a  man 

Seide  he  not  ])U8  ne  do  no  force  of  dremes 

Kow  air  quod  sche  whan  we  ilye  fro  )>e  hemes  4132 

For  goddes  loue  as  take  sum  laxatif 

Vpon  pcrile  of  my  soule  &  of  my  lyf 

.1.  counsel  jowe  fe  best  .1.  wil  nou^t  lye 

^at  bo)>e  of  coloure  &  of  Malancolye  4136 

je  pure  ^owe  1  &  for  30  scholne  nouht  tary 

fovho  pat  in  fia  toune  is  no  potecarye 

.1.  schal  my  self  to  erbes  techen  30we  [iMif8i»»bMk] 

^at  schal  biene  joure  hele  &  joure  prowe  4140 

And  in  pe  gardine  po  erbes  schal  .1.  finde 

^e  whiche  haue  of  here  prop[er]te  be  kinde 

To  purgen  jowe  be-ne]>e  &  eke  aboue 

For-jette])  nouht  fia  for  goddes  owen  loue  4144 

3e  bien  ful  colerik  of  complexiot^ne 

Were  pe  sonne  in  his  ascencioune 

Ke  fynde  30ue  replite  of  30ure  humers  bote 

And  if  it  do  f  I.  dare  wele  leie  a  grote  41 48 
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^t  30  Bchal  liaue  a  fea^re  t^rciane 

Or  an  Agwe  fat  male  be  jonre  bane 

A  da  je  or  tuo  )e  scbal  bane  digestiues 

Of  wennea  ar  30  take  jonre  laxatiues  4152 

Of  Lanieole  f  Gentanie  &  of  fymyter 

Or  elles  of  elobore  ^at  growe^  fere 

Of  Catapuce  or  of  gaitres  bnryes 

Of  berbe  jve  groinge  in  owre  gaidine  J^at  m^rery  is     4156 

Peke  bem  yp  ribt  as  ^i  growe  &  ete  bem  inne 

Be  merj  biisbande  for  ^ouie  faders  kinne 

Drede^  no  dreme  .1.  can  sei  ^owe  no  more 

Madame  quod  be  gremercy  of  ^oure  lore  4160 

Bot  na^es  as  toucbeinge  dan  Gaionne 

Tbat  ba^  of  wisdom  sucbe  grete  renoune 

Be  god  men  nude  in  olde  bokes  reede 

One  of  fe  grettest  Auctor  oute  of  drede  4164 

And  monj  a  man  mor^  of  auctorite 

Than  ener  Caton  was  so  mott  .1.  pe 

Tbat  al  ^e  [re]aerese  seine  of  ber^  sentence 

And  baue  wele  foimden  be  experience  4168 

^at  dremes  be  significacions 

As  wele  of  loye  as  of  tribidacions 

^at  folke  enduren  in  ^is  lif  present 

Tbe  nede^  noubt  to  make  of  ^is  none  aigument  4172 

))e  verei  preue  scbewe^  it  in  dede 

One  of  ye  grettest  auctor  fat  men  rede 

sei])  ))us  ^t  wbilom  tno  felawes  ^ede 

On  pilgrenage  in  a  ful  grete  nede  4176 

And  bapped  so  ^ei  cam  in  to  a  toune 

Wbeie  as  fere  was  sucbe  congregacione 

Of  peple  and  eke  of  streite  berbigage 

fai  yei  [ne]  £mde  as  mecbe  as  a  cotage .  4180 

In  wbicbe  ^i  bo))e  mybt  y-loged  be  Oetdtsu) 

Wberfor  fei  mybten  of  necessite 

As  for  ]>at  nybt  departen  of  compaignye 

And  icbe  of  bem  go])e  vntil  bis  ostelerye  4184 
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And  toke  his  logeinge  as  it  wolde  fal 

}»at  one  of  hem  was  loged  in  a  stal 

Ferre  in  a  ^erde  wij  oxen  of  ^e  plouhe 

fe  to])6re  mail  was  loged  wele  y-nowhe  4188 

As  was  his  aduentur  or  his  fortune 

That  vs  gouCTTie^  aH  as  in  cornvmox^'^Tfyr    TT^^ 

And  so  be-fel  longe  ar  it  were  d^,      '       <      , ,  ^'/^ 

p\a  man  mette  in  his  bedde 

Howe  ^at  his  felawe  gan  on 

And  seicLalas  for  in  an  oxe  stalle  \  '  "^J^/*  ^  mT  \.. 

This  nyht  .1.  schal  be  mordred  fere  .1.  lye 

Nowe  helpe  me  dere  hrofere  ar  .1.  deyef  4196 

In  al  haste  come  to  me  he  seide . 

This  man  oute  of  his  slepe  for  fere  abraide . 

Bot  whan  Jiat  he  wakened  out  of  his  slepe 

He  turned  him  &  toke  of  ])i8  no  kepe  4200 

Him  ])ouht  his  drem  was  nouht  bot  a  vanite 

Thus  twyes  in  his  slepe  dremed  he 

And  att  fe  ])redde  time  3it  his  felawe 

Cam  as  him  ])ouht  .1.  am  nowe  .L-slawe  4204 

Be-holde  my  blode  wounde  depe  &  wide 

Aryse  vp  erly  in  J>e  morne  tyde 

And  att  pe  west  gate  of  fe  toune  quod  he 

A  cart  ful  of  donge  fere  schalt  ])ou  see  4208 

Tn  whiche  my  body  is  hidde  ful  pnuclye 

Do  {>ilke  cart  areste  boldelje 

My  golde  caused  my  morder  soj^e  to  seyne 

And  tolde  hym  euery  poynte  howe  was  sleyne  4212 

WiJ)  a  ful  py  tons  face  pale  of  hewe 

And  trust  wele  his  drem  he  fonde  ful  trewe 

For  on  ])e  morne  as  sone  as  it  was  daie 

To  his  felawes  inne  he  toke  fe  riht  waie  421 6 

And  whan  he  cam  to  pis  oxe  stall 

AlTeter  his  felawe  he  began  to  caU 

The  Osteler  answerd  him  anone 

And  seide  s?>  joure  felawe  is  gone  4220 
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As  sone  as  del  he  went  oute  of  toune 
This  man  gan  fal  in  gretc  suspeccion 
Remembreinge  on  his  drenies  ^t  he  mete 
And  for^  he  go^  no  longere  wolde  he  let  [leafsso.bMk;  4224 
Vnto  |>e  west  gate  of  fe  toune  &  fonde 
A  donge  cart  as  he  went  to  douge  ye  londe 
])at  was  araide  in  )>e  same  wyse 

As  ^e  haue  henle  fe  dede  man  deuiae  4228 

And  wi^  an  hardy  hert  he  gan  to  crie 
Vengeance  &  lustice  of  pis  felonye 
A[yne  felawe  murdre  is  pe  same  nyht 
And  in  pis  carte  he  hep  gapeinge  vpriht  4232 

I  [I  cry  out*  on  the  mynistres  quod  he    ^jv^^f  Jg'SiC.^'ct 

Thaf  shulden  kepe .  and  rule  this  citee  ^''ii'ui^iiiskT^^  ' 
I  Harrow  alias .  hire  lith  my  felaw  slayne  [i«^f rs] 

',  What*  shuld  I  more .  vnto  this  tale  sayne 

The  peple  vp  stert* .  and  cast*  the  carf  to  ground 
|!  And  in  the  myddil  of*  the  dung*,  ther  they  foundf]  'jF^fSL^ 

I  The  de[de]  man  ^t  murded  was  al  newe 

O  blisful  god  pBi  art  so  iust  &  trewe  4240 

Lo  howe  Jou  be-wryest  monlei*  al  weie 

Mordre  wil  oute  |>at  se  we  daie  be  daie 

Mordre  is  so  wlatesome  &  abomynable 

To  god  pai  is  so  luste  &  resonable  4244 

^at  he  ne  wil  nouht  sufire  it  heled  be 

)>ei  it  abide  a  ^ere  or  two  or  J^re 

Mordre  wil  oute  ^is  es  myne  conclusioune 

And  riht  anone  Ministres  of  pe  same  toune  4248 

And  hente  pe  carter  &  sore  him  pynede 

And  eke  the  hostelere  so  ferre  engynede 

J>at  fei  be-knewe  here  wykkednesse  anone 

And  weren  hanged  be  pa  nekke  bone  4252 

Here  maie  me;/ne  see  fat  Uremes  bien  to  drede 

And  certes  in  [the]  same  book  .1.  rede 

Kiht  in  pe  next  cbapetre  .1.  rede  of  pis 

.1.  gab1>e  nouht  so  haue  .1.  loye  &  blis  4256 
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[Two  men  that*  woldl .  han  passed  tlie  see]       ^^Jjf'aJs?  ^* 

For  certeyne  cause  into  a  fer  Contre 

K  pai  fe  wynde  ne  hadde  bue  contrarie 

pat  maade  hem  in  a  Cite  for  to  tarye  4260 

p&t  stode  ful  merie  vpon  an  hauen  side 

Bot  on  a  daie  a3eines  pe  euen  tide 

The  wynde  gan  chaunge  &  blew  as  him  lest 

lolif  &  gladde  fei  wen  ten  vnto  rest  4264 

And  kesten  hem  ful  erly  vnto  seile 

Bot  herken  ])at  o  man  fel  in  grete  pereile 

The  tone  of  hem  in  slepeinge  as  he  leye 

Him  mett  a  wonder  dreme  a^eines  pe  daye  4268 

Him  ])Ouht  a  man  stode  be  his  side 

And  him  co772manded  }>at  he  schold  abide 

And  seid  him  pua  if  }>ou  to  morne  wende 

^ou  schalt  be  dreynte  my  tale  is  att  an  ende  4272 

He  awoke  &  told  his  felawes  what  he  mette . 

And  praide  him  his  viage  for  to  lete  pear  221] 

As  for J^at  daie  he  praide  him  to  abide 

His  felawe  }>at  laye  be  his  beddes  side  4276 

Gan  for  to  lauhe  &  scorned  him  ful  fast 

No  dreme  quod  he  maie  myne  herte  agaste 

J>at  .1.  wil  lette  for  to  do  my  finges 

.1.  sett  nouht  a  strawe  be  dremeinges  4280 

For  swevens  bien  bot  vanytees  &  lapes 

Mewne  dreme  alweie  of  owles  &  of  apes 

And  of  mony  a  mase  pere  wi^  all 

Men  dremen  of  finge  fat  neuer  was.  ne  schall  4284 

Bott  sefen  .1.  see  fat  po\i  wilte  here  abide 

And  j)us  for-slewfen  willfully  pe  tide 

God  wote  it  rewej)  me  &  haue  good  daie 

And  f  us  he  toke  his  leue  &  went  his  waie  4288 

And  er  fat  he  hadde  halfe  his  cours  ysailed 

.1.  note  whie  ne  whatt  meschaunce  it  eylede 

Bot  Casuelly  f  e  schip  bothome  to-rentte 

And  schip  &  man  vnder  fe  water  wente  4292 

LANSDOWNE  679    (C-T.  290) 


SDC-TBXT  291 

OBOUP  B.  §  14.  nun's  priest's  tale.  Lansdowne  US. 

In  siht  of  ofere  scbippes  hem  beside 

^t  wi^  him  sailed  att  ye  same  tide 

And  ferfoie  he  seide  p«rtelote  so  dere 

Bu  suche  ensamples  olde  nudst  yon  lere  4296 

]>at  noman  schold  bne  to  lecheles 

Of  dremes  for  .L  saie  pe  doubteles 

]>at  mony  a  dreme  ful  sote  is  for  to  drede 

IF  Lo  in  ^  lif  of  seint  kenelme  .1.  rede  4300 

^at  was  kenulphes  soil  ye  noble  kinge 

Of  Mercenrike  howe  Kenelme  metie  a  ))inge 

A  litel  ar  he  was  murdred  oA  a  daie 

His  muidre  in  his  aviBione  he  seyhe  4304 

His  nonce  him  expounded  euery  dele 

His  sweuen  &  bad  him  for  to  kep  him  wele 

For  traisofi  hot  he  was  .vij.  jere  olde 

And  yere-fore  litel  tale  ha])e  he  tolde  4308 

Of  ony  dreme  so  holy  was  myn  herte 

Be  god  .1.  hadde  leuer  )>an  my  scherte 

^at  je  hadde  his  legende  as  haue  .1. 

Dame  pertelote  .1.  saie  30W  trewlye  4312 

MacTobens  ^t  write  ye  avisioun 

In  A£[[r]ike  of  ye  wor}w  Cyprioun 

Affeime])  dremes  A  seiy  y&t  yere  biene 

Wameynge  of  J^inges  ^at  men  after  seen '  [inftci.iMck]  4316 

And  for^ermore  .1.  praie  ^owe  lokey  wele 

The  olde  testament  of  Danyele 

If  he  helde  dremes  of  any  vanyte 

Kede  eke  of  loseph  &  pan  schol  ^e  see  4320 

Whejer  dremes  bien  suwityme'.L  seye  nouht  all 

Wameynge  of  ])inge8  ^at  schal  after  faH 

IT  Loke  of  Egipte  ye  kinge  dan  Pharaho 

His  Baker  &  his  Boteler  also  4324 

Where  yei  ne  felte  none  effect  in  dremes 

Who  so  wolle  8e[r]che  ye  actes  of  sundre  Realmes 

^laie  rede  of  dremes  mony  a  worder  )>inge 

Loo  cresus  whiche  ysi  was  of  Lidde  kinge  4^28 
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Met  he  nouht  p&i  he  sat  vpon  a  tre 

Whiche  signified  lie  scholde  an  hanged  hue 

Lo  here  Adromacha  Ectores  wyfe 

^t  dale  )»t  Ector  schold  lese  his  lif  4332 

Sche  dremed  on  pe  same  nyht  be-fome 

Howe  ^at  }^  lif  of  Ector  schold  be  lome 

If  ^ilke  daye  he  wente  in-to  Bataile 

Sche  warned  him  hot  it  myht  not  availe  4336 

He  went  for  to  feyhten  neuere  )je  lese 

Bot  he  was  sleyne  of  Achilles 

Bot  ])ilke  tale  is  al  to  longe  to  tell 

And  eke  it  is  nyhe  daie  .1.  may .  dueli  4340 

Schortly  .1,  seie  as  for  conclusione 

fat  .1.  schal  ha  of  )iis  avisione 

Of  aduersitees  &  .1.  saie  for])ere  more 

pat  .1.  wil  tell  of  laxatife  no  store  4344 

For  )jei  biene  venemous  .1.  wote  riht  wele 

.1.  hem  defy  J.  loue  hem  neuere  a  dele 

Kow  lat  YS  speke  of  mer])e  Sc  stinte  al  ]>is 

Madame  Pertelot  so  haue  .1.  blisse  4348 

Of  o  )iinge  god  ha))e  me  sent  large  grace 

For  whan  .L  se  pe  beaute  of  3onre  face 

)e  bien  so  scarlete  rede  abonte  ^onre  ey^en 

It  make)>e  al  myf  drcde  for  to  deyen  4352 

For  as  so  seker  as  in  pnncipio 

Mulier  est  homwia  confusio 

Madame  pe  sentence  of  fia  latine  is 

"Womman  is  mannes  loye  &  al  his  bUsse  4356 

For  whan  .1.  fele  a  nyht  joure  soft  side 

Al  be  it  pat  [I]  male  nouht  ofl  3oure  ride  Oeof  m] 

For  pat  oure  perche  is  maade  so  narwe  alas 

I  am  so  fol  of  loye  &  solace  4360 

pat  .1.  defy  hope  sweuen  &  dreme 

And  wip  pat  worde  he  fliep  doune  fro  pe  heme 

For  it  was  daie  &  eke  his  hennes  att 

And  wip  a  chokke  he  gan  hem  for  to  catt  4364 
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For  he  had  fonden  a  come  laie  in  fe  ^erde 

Royal  he  was  no  more  aferde 

He  fe^rde  p^rtelode  tnente  time 

And  trade  hir«  as  oft  ar  it  were  pnme  4368 

He  loke])  as  it  were  a  grime  lyone 

And  on  his  toos  he  Romed  vp  &  doune 

Him  deynede  no3t  to  sett  his  feet  on  grounde 

Aie  chokked  he  whan  he  hadde  a  come  yfounde  4372 

And  to  him  }»an  ran  his  wyres  att 

Thus  Roial  as  a  pr/nce  in  his  halle 

Leue  .1.  ))is  channteclere  in  his  pasture 

And  after .  wil  J.  tel  of  his  aduenture  4376 

IT  Whan  Je  monef  in  whiche  pe  werlde  he-ganne 

|»at  hiht  Marche  whan  god  first  maad  manne 

Was  complete  &  passed  where  also 

Se]>eu  .Marche  he-gan  .xxx.  daies  &  tuo  4380 

Be-fel  put  Chaunteclere  in  his  pride 

His  .T\j.  wives  walkinge  he  his  side 

Kest  yp  his  hi3efi  to  pe  hriht  son^ 

^at  in  ^  signe  of  taurus  was  yrone  *  4384 

l^rette  degrees  &  one  &  sumwhat  more 

He  knewe  be  kinde  &  he  none  o]>ere  lore 

|»at  it  was  pnme  &  krewe  wi])  blisful  steuen 

])e  Sonne  he  seide  is  clomhon  yp  on  heuen  4388 

.xl.  degres  &  .1.  &  more  y-wisse 

Madame  p^rtelote  Mi  werldes  blisse 

Herken  howe  )jes  hlisfiil  hirdes  singe 

And  see  fe  frische  flowres  how  fei  springe  4392 

Ful  is  myne  herte  of  reuel  &  solas 

Bott  sodanly  him  fel  a  sorweful  cas 

For  euere  ))e  later  ende  of  loye  is  sone  ago 

And  comunly  oft  time  it  falle)>  so  4396 

And  if  a  Rethor  cou^e  faire  endite 

He  in  a  cronikle  myht  sanely  write 

As  for  a  souereyne  notabilite . 

No  we  eucrey  wiseman  herken  xne  [leafJM.  i»ck]    4400 

LANSDOWNE  682    (S-T.  293) 


SIX-TEXT   294 

GROUP  B.  §  14.  Nux's  FRiEST*s  TALE.  Laiuidowne  MS.  I 

This  stone  is  as  trewe  .1.  vnder-take  j 

As  is  ))e  booke  of  lancelote  pe  lake 

That  weT^imen  helde  in  fill  grete  Eeu^rence 

Nowe  wil  .1.  tume  a^eine  to  my  sentence  4404 

A  kole  fox  fal  of  sleihte  &  iniquite 

])at  in  ]>e  groue  had  woned  jeres  ]>Te 

Be  hihe  ymaginacion  afome  y-kast 

The  same  niht  ])orwhe-oute  ])e  hegges  brast  4408 

In-to  ]>e  jerde  per  chaunteclere  \>e  fairs 

Was  wonte  &  eke  his  "wif  to  repaire 

And  in  a  bedde  of  wortes  stil  he  laye 

Til  it  was  passed  vndem  of  Jje  daye  4412 

Wayteinge  his  time  on  channteclere  to  faH 

As  gladly  done  pes  homicides  aH 

])at  in  awaite  ligge  to  murdre  men 

O  fals  Mordroure  roukeinge  in  pi  den  4416 

O  newe  Scariot  &  newe  Genylonn 

Fals  dissimylowr  o  greke  Synoun 

That  broiihtest  troye  al  vtterly  to  sorwe 

O  channteclere  acursed  be  fat  morwe  4420 

]>at  poxL  in  pe  3erde  fleihe  from  ]>e  hemes 

fon  were  wele  y-wamed  be  fi  dremes 

]>at  Jjilke  daie  was  pmlonse  to  pe 

Bot  fat  at  god  a-for  wote  it  mote  nedes  be  4424 

After  optnione  of  certeiiie  clerkes 

Witnesse  on  him  pat  any  clerke  es 

fat  in  scole  grete  altercacioun       ^ 

In  fis  matier  &  grete  dispntacioun  4428 

And  hafe  bne  of  an  hundref  f ousand  men 

But  .1.  ne  can  bult  it  to  f  e  branne 

As  kan  f  e  holy  doctnr  Anstine 

Or  Boice  or  fe  Bischoppe  Bradwardine  4432 

"Wepere  fat  goddes  wiH  afore  weteinge 

Streynef  me  nedely  for  to  done  a  f  inge 

Kedely  clepe  .L  Simple  necessite 

Of  elles  if  f e  fre  choyce  be  grannted  me  4436 
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To  do  ^t  same  ])uige  or  to  do  it  noa3t 

^ohe  god  for-wote  it  ar  it  was  wruuht 

Or  of  his  weteinge  streyne^  neiiere  a  dele 

Bot  be  necessite  condicionele  4440 

.1.  wil  nowht  haue  to  done  of  suche  Matiei' 

Mi  tale  is  of  a  koke  as  ^e  maie  here  iinf  sss] 

That  toke  his  counsel  of  his  wif  with  sorwe 

To  walken  in  pe  ^erde  ypon  fe  morwe  4444 

^t  he  hadde  mette  ye  dreme  as  .1.  ^owe  tolde 

Wemmen  counsel  bien  ful  often  colde 

Wemmen  counsel  brouht  ys  first  to  woo 

And  maade  Adam  fro  paradise  to  go  4448 

fere  as  he  was  ful  mery  &  wele  att  ese 

Bot  for  .1.  note  whome  .1.  miht .  it  displese 

If  .1.  counsel  of  wemmen  wolde  blame 

Passe  ouere  for  .1.  said  it  in  my  game  4452 

Bede  Auctors  where  pei  trete  of  suche  matier 

And  what  ^i  seine  of  wemmen  hier 

l^ese  biene  fe  kokkes  wordes  &  nouht  myne 

•I.  kan  no  hanne  of  no  womman  devine  4456 

Faire  in  fe  sande  to  ba)>e  hire  merilye 

LyJ^e  pertelote  &  hire  susters  bye 

A^eine  pe  sunne  &  chaunteclere  so  fre 

Sange  merier  ^at  ye  meri  mere-maide  in  )>e  see  4460 

For  Phisiologus  aeipe  witterly 

How  y&i  pei  singen  wele  &  merely 

And  so  be-fett  as  he  kest  his  y^e 

Amonges  fe  wortes  ypon  a  butterflye  4464 

He  was  ware  of  ])is  fox  ])at  ley  ful  lowe 

Ko]>inge  lust  him  ])an  to  crowe 

Bot  cride  anone  kok  kok  &  vp  he  sterte 

As  a  man  was  aSraide  in  his  herte  4468 

For  naturaly  a  beste  desire])  to  flee 

Fro  his  contrarie  whan  he  maie  it  see 

)}eihe  he  neuere  hadde  seen  it  erst  yrip  his  ye 

The  chaunteclere  when  he  gan  him  a-spye  4472 
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He  walde  haue  fledde  Bot  ])at  ])e  fox  anone 

Sayde  gentil  sire  alas  what  witt  je  done 

Bene  ^e  affiraide  of  me  ])at  am  301116  fiendo 

Certes  sire  ^at  bien  ^e  yn-hende  4476 

If  .L  to  3owe  wolde  haime  or  velanyel 

.L  am  nouht  comme  jouie  consel  to  aspye 

Bot  trewly  ])e  cause  of  my  comynge 

-was  onely  to  herken  howe  p&t  .1.  singe  4480 

For  trewly .  ^e  haue  as  mery  a  steuene 

As  an  Angel  ha])e  ])at  is  in  heuene 

fer-wip  30  haue  in  fysik  morp  feleynge 

J^an  hadde  Boys  or  any  fai  kan  singe      Umita, i»ck]     4484 

Min  lorde  3oure  fader  god  his  soule  blisse 

And  eke  30ure  moder  of  his  gentillese 

Haue  in  myne  house  bien  to  30uie  giete  ese 

And  certes  sir  ful  feine  wold  I  30we  plese  4488 

Bot  for  men  speke)»  of  singeinge  [I  wolt  seie.  [E«ii7M,{/Pi96] 

So  mote  I  broke  myn  yen  tweie .  ] 

Sauf  ye  I  ne  herd/  neuyr/  man.  so  syng.]  j 

As  dide  30ure  fader  in  pe  momeinge  4492  ! 

CeAes  it  was  of  hert  al  fat  he  sange  ] 

And  for  to  make  his  voice  \>e  more  strange  \ 

He  wolde  so  peyne  him  pat  wi^  bo))  his  y3en  I 

He  nost  wynke  so  loude  he  dide  criene  4496 

And  stond  on  his  tiptos  fere  wip  al 

And  strecche  torpe  his  nekke  longe  &  smal  | 

And  eke  he  was  of  suche  discrecione 


*pBi  per  was  no  man  in  no  region  4500 

y&t  him  in  sange  or  wisdome  myht  passe 

.1.  haue  wele  redde  Dan  Bumel  pe  asse  . 

Amonge  his  vers  pere  was  a  kok 

For  a  prestes  sonne  3aue  him  a  knoke  4504 

Vpon  his  legges  whan  he  was  3onge  &  nyce 
He  maade  him  for  to  lese  his  benefice 
Bot  certeine  fere  is  no  compa?iso«n 
Bc-tuyx  f  e  wisdome  &  discresiown  450^ 
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Of  )oiiie  fader  &  hiB  sabiilite 

Kowe  dnge])  sire  for  seint  charite 

Lete  ae  con  ^e  joure  fEuier  cormterfet 

This  Chauniedeie  hia  wyngea  gan  to  bete  4513 

Aa  man  ^at  cou^  his  treaon  nouht  aapie 

8o  waa  he  Bauyached  wi)>  hia  flateiie 

Alaa  je  lordea  mony  a  fala  flaterer 

la  in  joure  coorte  A  mony  a  losengier  4516 

^t  pleaen  jowe  more  be  my  fei^ 

^an  he  ^t  ao^efaatneaae  vnto  jowe  aei^ 

Kede^  Ecclesiaatre  of  flatre 

Be  war  je  lordea  of  here  trecherie  4520 

Thia  Chaoniedere  atode  hihe  ypon  hia  tooa 

Strecheinge  hia  nekke  &  held  hia  yen  cloos 

And  gan  to  crowe  londe  for  ye  nonea 

And  Dan  KoaaeH  atert  Tp  al  at  onea  4524 

And  by  ^  gorge  hente  channtedere 

And  on  hia  bak  to-warde  fe  woode  him  here 

*For  jitt  waa  ^ere  noman  him  aewed  £i2'2Ji «»  hS 

0  destanye  ^at  paiste  not  bn  enchewed  wo<u i^^b»/^ 

Alas  ^t  channteclere  fel  ^  fro  ^  heme 

Alaa  his  wif  ne  rooht  nonht  of  dremea 

And  on  a  fridaye  fel  al  fiB  meachaunce 

0  venna  ^t  ia  goddes  of  pleaaunce  4532 

8o])ea  ^t  yi  a^mant  waa  ^ua  channtedere 

And  [in]  pi  s^raioe  dide  al  his  powere 

More  for  delite  ^an  fe  werlde  to  multiplie 

Whi  woldeat  ^u  soffur  on  ^i  daye  to  deye  4536 

O  gaufride  dere  maister  aouereigne 

Than  whan  fi  wor])i  kinge  Eichard  waa  deyne 

Wi^  achotte  compleigned  his  de)»  so  sore 

Whi  ne  hadd  .L  nowe  pi  aentence  &  ^i  lore  4540 

)?e  fryday  for  to  chide  aa  deden  je 

For  on  a  fryday  achortly  aleyne  waa  he 

^an  wolde  J.  achewe  jowe  howe  put  .1.  con^  pleyne 

For  channtedere  &  for  his  peyne  4544 
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Certes  snche  crie  ne  lamentacione 

"Was  of  ladies  maade  whan  fai  Elyone 

Was  wonne  &  pimis  wij)  his  streiht  sweide 

Whan  he  hente  kinge  Fiian  be  fe  berde  4548 

And  sleyne  him  as  seide  Eneydos 

As  maaden  ati  fe  hennes  in  pe  close 

Whan  ])ei  hadd  seye  of  Chaunteclere  pe  siht 

Botte  Bouereignely  dame  Pertelot  schriht  4552 

Fill  ludde  ])an  dide  Esdrubaldes  -wif 

Whan  pat  hir  husbonde  hadde  lost  hir  lif 

And  pat  fe  Eomeynes  hadde  bemt  Cartage 

Sche  was  so  ful  of  toi^rment  &  of  rage  4556 

^at  wilfully  in-to  pe  fiie  sche  stert 

And  bemedo  her  self  wi])  a  stedfast  hert 

O .  woful  hennes  riht  so  cride  je 

As  whan  pat  nero  bemed  pe  Cite  4560 

Of  Eome  Criden  pe  Senatot^rs  wifes 

For  ])at  her  husbondes  scholde  lese  herd  lyves 

Wi]H)uten  gulte  ITero  ha])e  hem  sleyne 

Now  wil  .1.  tiime  to  my  tale  ar^eine  4564 

This  cely  wedowe  &  here  dowhters  tuo 

Herden  pe  hennes  crie  &  maden  wo 

And  oute  att  pe  dore  stert  ]>ei  a  none 

And  sawe  pe  fox  to-warde  pe  groue  gone  iieaf  22^  iwckj 

And  bare  ypon  his  bakke  pe  koke  awaie 

And  Criden  oute  harrpwe  &  walaweie 

A  ha  pe  fox  &  After  hem  p&,  Eanne 

And  ek  irip  staues  mony  anoper  manne  4572 

Banne  C0II5  oure  dogge  talbot  &  Garland 

And  Malkin  \np  here  distaf  in  hire  hand 

Bann  pe  cowe  &  pe  calf  &  eke  pe  verrey  hogges 

Sore  aferde  for  berkeinge  of  pe  dogges  4576 

And  schowteinge  of  men  &  of  wemmen  eke 

]>ei  rann  so  her  hert  ]>ei  )»ouht  to  breke 

The  Dokes  criden  as  men  wold  hem  qwelle 

)«i  3elden  as  fendes  done  in  helk  4580 
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Gate  of  yQ  hyyes  cam  ^  swrame  of  bees 

The  gees  for  feie  flowe  ouer  ye  trees 

80  hydoos  was  ye  noyce  a  benedicite 

Series  he  lac  strawe  &  his  Meyneje  4584 

Ke  maade  neu^re  schowte  halfe  so  schifi 

Whan  yai  yei  wolde  any  flemmynge  kitt 

As  ^t  ilke  daie  was  maade  on  ye  fox 

Of  brasse  ^i  brouht  hemes  &  of  box  4588 

Of  home  A  bone  in  whiche  ^i  poped 

^«re-wi^^  ya.  schriked  &  schowted 

It  semed  howe  )>at  heuen  schold  fal 

Nowe  good  men  .1.  preie  }owe  herkene^  al    '  4592 

Lo  how  fortune  tome^  sodanly 

The  hope  &  eke  ye  pride  of  her  envye 

This  kok  ]>at  lei  ypon  ^is  fox  bak 

In  al  his  drede  vn-to  ]>e  fox  spak  4596 

And  seide  sire .  K  .L  were  as  36 

)it  schold  .1.  saie  as  wis  god  help  me 

Tame)>  ajeine  ^e  proude  derkes  att 

A  yerrey  pestelence  ypon  jow  &H  4600 

Kowe  am  .L  cotnme  ynto  )ns  wode  side 

Mawgre  jonre  hede  ye  koke  schal  her  abide 

.1.  wil  him  ete  in  feiy  &  y&i  anone 

The  fox  anseward  in,fei^  it  schal  be  done  4604 

And  [as]  he  spak  y&i  worde  al  sodanly 

yia  koke  brak  fro  his  mou])e  delynerlye 

And  hihe  vpon  a  tree  he  flyje  anone 

And  ye  fox  sawe  yat  he  was  goone  4608 

Alas  quod  he  o  channteclere  alas 

.1.  hane  quod  he  done  ^owe  a  trespas  ciMrts] 

In  also  muche  as  .1.  maade  jowe  aferd 

Whene  .L  jow  hente  &  bronht  onte  of  ye  3er[d]e        4612 

Bot  sire  .1.  did  it  nonht  in  no  wikked  entente 

Come]}  doune  &  .1.  schal  tel  jowe  whatt  .L  mente 

.L  schal  seie  soy  god  helpe  me  so 

I^aye  ^an  quod  he  .L  schrewe  vs  bo^  tao  4616 
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And  first  .1.  scluewe  my  self  bo])e  blode  &  bones 

If  foM  be-gile  me  ofter  pan  ones 

Thou  schalt  no  more  wi]>  ]>i  flatery 

Do  me  to  singe  &  wynke  wip  myne  ey^e  4620 

For  he  y&t  ivinke)»  whan  he  schold  see 

As  wysly  god  let  him  neuer  fe 

Kay  quod  ye  fox  god  3eae  him  meschannce 

p&t  is  so  vndiscrete  of  gonemaunce  4624 

^at  Iangele)>  whan  he  schold  haue  pees 

Lo  suche  it  is  to  hue  recheles 

And  necligent  and  tmstep  on  flaterye 

Bot  ^e  ])at  halde  fiB  tale  a  folye  4628 

As  of  a  fox  .&.  a  kok.  &  of  an  hen 

Take]r  pe  moialite  goode  men 

For  seinte  Foule  seif  afi  fat  wreten  is 

To  oure  doctrine  it  is  wreten  y-wys  4632 

Take])  )>e  firuyte  &  lete])  pe  chaf  be  stili 

Now  good  god  if  fai  it  be  pine  witir 

As  sei^e  my  lorde  so  make);  vs  al  good  mefi 

And  bringe  ts  al  to  his  hihe  blisse  Amen .  4636 

Explicit  &biila  Capellani . 


LANSDOWKE  6S9   (6-T.  800) 


GROUP  H.   FRAGMENT  IX. 

§  1.    THE  MANCIPLE'S  HEAD-LmK. 
LAV8D0WVB  HS. 


Cm  im^2»]        Indpit  prologs  Hancipij . 

"TTTEte  je  nouht  wheie  fere  stant  a  litel  toune 

T  T     Whiche  ^t  deped  is  Bobe  Tp  &  doune 
Ynder  fe  blene  in  Canterbury  vreje 
Ther  gan  ouie  Oste  for  to  lape  &  pleye  .  4 

And  aeid  siies  jwisse  done  is  in  )>e  myre 
Is  fere  no  man  for  prayer  ne  for  hire 
^at  wil  awake  onre  felawe  be-hinde 
A  )>ef  myht  him  lyhtly  Bobbe  &  bynde  8 

8e  howe  he  nappe^  for  kokes  bones 
As  he  wald  £al  firo  his  hors  att  ones 
Is  ^t  a  koce  of  Londofi  vrip  meschaunce 
Do  him  com  ford  he  knowe^  his  penatmce  12 

For  he  schafi  tel  a  tale  be  my  feye 
Al  ^uhe  it  be  not  worj)  a  hotel  heye 
Awake  ^ou  koce  quod  he  quod  jif  fe  sorowe       n^f  ns,  laeic} 
What  ejlef  fe  to  slepe  so  be  ^e  morwe  16 

Hast  ^u  had  flene  al  nyht  or  ert  pou  dronke 
Or  hast  ^a  wi^  sum  qwene  al  nyht  y-swonke 
So  ])at  ^ou  maist  nonht  holde  yp  ^ine  hede 
This  koc  ^t  was  ful  pale  &  no  ^inge  rede  20 

Saide  oure  oste  so  god  my  soule  blisse 
As  pere  is  ial  on  me  suche  an  Keaynesse 
.1.  note  whi  me  were  leuer  slepe 
^at  ^e  best  galon  wyne  in  chepe  24 
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Wele  quod  ])e  Manciple  if  it  maie  done  ese  25 

To  pe  sire  koke  f  &  to  no  wight  displeee 
Whicho  ])at  here  ride))  in  ])is  compaignye 
And  ))at  oure  Oste  wil  of  his  curtesye  28 

.1.  wil  as  nowe  excuse  ))e  of  ]>in  tale 
For  in  good  fei^e  ^i  veeage  is  fol  pale 
^In  ey^en  dasowe])e  so])ely  as  me  p&nkep 
And  wele  J.  wote  fi  bre]?e  fonle  stinke])  32 

^at  schewej)  wele  pon  ert  nouht  wele  disposed 
Of  me  certeyne  ])oa  schalt  not  bene  yglosed 
See  howe  go^e  ]?is  dronken  wight 

As  )»ouhe  he  wold  ys  swelowe  anone  riht  36 

Halde  dose  ])i  moa])e  man  be  ])i  fader  kinne 
The  deuel  of  hel  sett  his  fote  pere  inne 
This  cursede  bie^e  wil  enfect  xis  al 

Fy  stynkinge  swyne  fy  foule  motte  pe  faH  40 

Take])  hede  sire  of  ]>i8  lusty  manne 
Now  swete  sire  wil  30  iust  att  ^e  fanne 
Ther-to  me  ))inke])  je  be  wel  yschape 
I  trowe  ]>at  ^e  haue  dronken  wyne  ape  44 

And  pBi  is  whan  men  pley  wiji  a  strawe 
And  wip  piB  speke  f^e.koce  wex  al  wrawe 
And  ofi  pe  Manciple  gan  he  nodde  fast 
For  lak  of  speche  &  doune  pe  hors  him  cast  48 

"Where  as  he  laye  til  men  him  yp  toke 
This  was  pe  faire  cheuache  of  a  coke 
Alas  he  ne  hadd  hold  him  be  his  ladel 
And  er  ])at  he  ajeine  were  in  his  sadel  52 

pere  was  grete  schoueinge  to  &  fro 
To  lift  him  yp  &  muche  care  &  woo 
So  ynwelde  was  )»i  oely  palled  gost 
And  to  pe  Mancyple  ^an  spak  oure  Ost  50 

Be  cause  pet  drinke  ha])e  dominacione  pMrsssj 

Ypon  pia  man  be  my  saluacione 
.1.  trowe  fill  lewdly  he  wolde  tel  his  tale 
For  were  it  wyne  or  olde  or  moyste  ale  60 
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That  he  haj>  dionke  lie  speke^  bo  in  his  nose  61 

And  fheee)*  fast  &  eke  he  ha^  fe  pose 

He  also  to  done  more  ^an  .L-nonhe 

To  kepen  him  &  his  capel  ODte  of  fe  slowhe  64 

And  if  he  ftJ  &o  his  Capel  eft  sone 

})an  schal  we  al  haue.  jnonhe  to  done 

In  liftynge  vp  his  hey j  dionken  con 

Tel  on  ^i  tale .  of  him  maake  .1.  no  force  68 

Bot  jitte  Maunciple  in  feife  ])oa  ert  to  nyce 

Thus  openly  to  leproue  him  of  his  vice 

Anopere  daie  he  wil  peraduentnre' 

Becleyme  ^  A  bringe  ^e  to  luyie  72 

.1.  mene  he  speke  wUi  of  smale  ^inges 

And  for  to  speke  att  Jane  rekenynges 

^at  were  nouht  honest  ^uhe  it  cam  to  preue 

jS'o  quod  ^e  Manciple  ^t  were  a  grete  meschef  76 

So  myht  he  bringe  me  in  to  ]>e  snare 

Jit  hadde  I  leaer  pay .  for  ^  Mare 

Whiche  he  ride]r  ofi  ])an  he  schold  wi))  me  strive 

X  wil  nonht  wiep^  him  so  mot  .L  ])riu6  80 

^at  att  .L  spak  .1.  saide  it  in  my  bonrde 

And  wyte  je  wele  ^t  .L  hane  here  in  a  gourde 

A  drauht  of  wyne .  3e  of  a  rype  grape 

And  riht  anone  ^e  scholne  se  a  good  Tape  84 

This  koce  schal  drink  ^r-of  if  .L  maye 

Vpon  peine  of  my  lif  he  wil  not  sey  neye 

And  certanly  to  tellen  as  it  was 

Of  ]>is  vessel  )>e  koce  drank  fieist  alas  88 

Whate  nede)>  it  he  dranke .  ynowhe  afome 

And  whan  lie  had  poped  in  his  borne 

And  to  ]»e  manciple  be  toke  ye  gourde  ajeine 

And  of  ^at  drink  ^e  koc  was  wonder  feyne  92 

And  Jyonked  him  in  sucbe  wise  as  he  coa]>e 

^an  gafi  oure  oste  waxen  wonder  lon])e 

And  seide  .L  see  wele  it  is  necessarie 

Wber  ]>at  we  gone  drinke  wi])  vs  to  caiye  96 
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For  J^at  wil  tome  Eankoure  &  disese  97* 

To  accord  &  loue  &  mon  j  worde  to  pese  ^ 

0 .  Bachus  blissed  be  ])in  name  Vmtta$t  back} 

fai  80  can  tume  emest  in  to  game  100 

Worschipe  A  )>onke  be  to  ])i  deite 

Of  ]>at  Matier  gete  ^e  no  more  of  me 

Tel  oil  ^on  Manciple  .1.  )>e  preie 

Sires  quod  he  nowe  berkene])  wbat  .L  seje  104 

Explicit  prologs . 
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f  T  T  Uun  phebtM  dwelled  here  in  fia  er^  Bdoune     1 03 
III    ;Ve  olde  bokes  make))  menciouoe 
I  1 1 1     He  vaa  fie  moet  Insti  bacheller 
111'     <  If  al  ]iia  werlde  &  eke  ]M  beet  aMhei'  103 

■  I     ile  slowe  pbiton  ^  serpent  aa  he  leye 

■  '     Slepeinge  a-jeine  aonne  Tpon  a  daie 
And  mouy  ano^ere  worjn  noble  dede 

He  wifi  bifl  boire  bronlit  as  men  inowe  rede  112 

Pleynge  be  cou^  of  eaery  lUTiistralcTe 

And  singen  ^at  it  was  &  melodye 

To  beien  of  his  dere  voice  fe  sonne 

Certes  ^  kinge  of  Thebes  amphione  1 1 6 

^at  wi)i  his  singeinge  walled  ))at  Cite 

Con^  neoer  aingen  half  so  wele  as  he 

Therto  he  was  fa  semeleet  man 

jut  is  or  waa  aefp^  ^  werlde  be-ganne  1:10 

Wfaatt  nede^  it  his  feturee  for  to  disciyue 

Foi  in  )iis  werld  was  none  so  £ure  on  lyue 

He  was  ]wr-wi^  fulfilled  of  gentiUeese 

Of  honour  &  of  parfite  nor^inesse  124 

yia  Fbebns  ^at  was  floore  ob  Bachellarie 

As  wele  in  fredam  as  in  Cheualrye 

For  disport  in  eigne  eke  of  victorie 

Of  Pheton  so  ss  telleji  ts  ^  stone  1 28 

Was  wor^i  to  beren  is  his  bonde  a  bowe 

Kow  hadde  ^is  Phebns  in  his  hous  a  crowe 

^Vhiche  in  cage  be  foetiel  moui  a  daie 

And  tauht  it  epeke  ae  men  tecbeji  a  itue  13J 
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White  was  J^is  crowe  as  is  a  snowe  white  swaime  133 

And  counterfede  pe  speche  of  enerj  manne 

He  coa])e  whan  he  schold  tel  a  tale 

Jyere  wiji  in  al  Jiis  werlde  no  nyhtinggale  136 

Ke  coQ])e  he  an  hundre])  )»otisand  dele 

Singen  so  wonderli  meiy  &  wele 

Kowe  hadde  ]>is  Phehus  in  his  hous  a  wif  iimftrn 

Whiche  psi  he  loued  more  ]>an  his  owen  lif  140 

And  nyht  &  daie  dide  exier  his  diligence 

Hire  for  to  plese  &  done  hire  reucrence 

Sane  onelj  if  ]re  sojie  )»at  .L  schal  seye 

lelowse  he  was  &  wolde  hane  kepped  hire  feyne  144 

For  him  were  lo])e  Japed  for  to  be 

And  so  enery  whiht  in  suche  degre 

Bot  al  for  nouht  for  it  arvaiLep  nouht 

A  good  wif  y&t  is  clone  of  werke  &  ])Ouht  148 

Schold  not  be  kepped  in  none  awaite  certeine 

And  trewly  ]>e  labour  is  in  veyne 

To  kepe  a  schrewe  for  it  wil  nouht  be 

^is  holde  .1.  for  a  verraie  nycete  152 

To  spill  a  labour  for  to  kepe  wives 

Thus  writen  olde  clerkes  in  her  lyaes 

Bot  nowe  to  purpos  as  .1.  first  begaiL 

^is  wor]?i  phebns  do))  al  ]>at  he  caiL  156 

To  plesen  hire  weneinge  be  suche  plesance 

And  for  his  manhode  &  his  gouemance 

])at  noman  schold  haue  put  him  fro  hire  grace 

Bot  god  it  wote  per  maie  noman  enbrace  160 

As  to  discryue  a  ^inge  whiche  ^at  nature 

Ha]>e  naturelly  sette  in  a  creature 

Tak  any  birde  &  put  it  in  a  kage 

And  do  al  pine  entente  &  ])i  Corage  164 

To  foster  it  tendurli  wi])  mete  &  drinke 

Of  al  Deynte^  ])ou  canst  be-])inke 

And  kepe  it  as  clenly  as  poji  maie 

Al-])ou-he  his  cage  of  golde  be  nenere  so  gaie  ^^^ 
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3it  hkf  fis  berde  be  twenti  ^usande  folde  169 

Leuer  in  a  forest  ^at  is  wilde  &  colde 

gone  ete  wennes  A  suche  wrechednesse 

For  euer  fis  biide  wil  done  his  besinesse  172 

To  ascape  oute  of  his  cage  whan  he  nude 

His  liberie  ]>e  birde  desire^  aie 

Lat  take  a  katte  A  foster  him  wele  wi)>  melke 

And  tendre  flessche  &  make  his  couche  of  selke  176 

And  late  him  sene  a  mouse  go  by  ^  wail 

And  anone  he  weyue^  melke  flesche  &  all 

And  euerj  deynte  ^t  is  in  ))at  house 

Suche  appetite  ha)>  he  to  ete  a  mouse  ISO 

Lo  he[r6]  ha^  lust  his  dampnadone 

And  appetite  fleme^  discrecione  [iMifisz.iMck] 

As  pe  wolfe  ha^e  also  a  yeleyns  kinde 

fe  lewdest  wolf  ^t  sche  maie  finde  184 

Or  lewedest  of  Reputacione  ^at  wiH  sche  take 

In  time  whan  hir  list  to  haue  a  maake 

Al  ^es  ensamples  speke  .L  be  ^is  men 

}at  bien  yntrewe  &  no  )>inge  be  wemmen  188 

For  men  haue  eu^re  a  lykerous  appetite 

On  lowei'  )>ink  to  performe  her  delite 

^an  on  here  wives  bien  ^ei  neuer  so  faire 

Se  neu^re  so  trewe  ne  so  debonaire  192 

Flesche  is  so  new  iangul  wi^  meschance 

That  we  ne  kunne  in  no^inge  haue  plesaunce 

^t  sownet  in  to  vertew  any  while 

This  Phebus  whiche  ^t  ^ouht  vpon  no  gile  196 

Deceyved  was  for  al  his  lolyte 

For  under  him  a  no^ere  hadde  sche 

A  man  of  litel  Beputaciofie 

Not  wor))e  to  Phebus  in  comparacione  200 

pe  more  harme  is  it  happe^  oft  soo 

Of  whiche  fere  commep  muche  hanue  &  wo  • 

And  so  be-fel  whan  Phebus  was  absent 

His  wif  anone  ha^  for  hire  lemman  sent  204 
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Her6  lemman  series  ])i8  is  a  knauysche  speche  205 

For^uen  it  me  &  )>at  .1.  90W  beseche 

The  wise  plauto  8ei)»  as  30  maie  rede 

Tlie  worde  mot  nede  accoide  wij)  ]?e  dede  208 

If  men  schal  tel  properly  a  ])inge 

The  worde  mot  Cosine  be  to  ^e  worcheinge 

.1.  am  a  bustose  man  riht  ^us  seie  .L 

There  is  no  difference  treuly  212 

Be-twex  a  wif  Jiat  is  of  hihe  degre 

If  of  hir  body  dishonest  sche  be 

And  a  pouerer  wenche  o))&re  ])an  ])is 

If  it  so  be  ]?ei  werken  bo])e  amys  216 

Botte  ])at  ^  gentil  is  in  astate  aboue 

Sche  schal  be  cleped  his  ladi  as  in  loue 

And  for  ])at  to])er  is  a  p[o]u6re  womman 

8che  schal  be  cleped  his  wenche  or  his  lemman  220 

And  god  it  woote  myne  owen  dere  bro]>ere 

Men  ley]>e  ])e  tone  as  lowe  as  ly])e  ])at  o]?ere 

Kiht  so  be-twyx  a  titles  tirant 

And  an  owtelawe  &  a  )»efe  errant  ^}mtfsg\ 

^e  sam  .L  seie  ])6re  is  no  .difference 

To  Alisander  was  tolde  ^is  sentence 

)»at  for  Jie  terant  is  of  gretter  myht 

Be  fors  of  meyne  to  sle  doune  riht  228 

And  bime  hous  &  home  and  maken  al  pleyne 

Lo  ^^refore  he  is  clepe  a  Capiteigne 

And  for  ))e  ontelawe  ha);e  bot  smal  men^e 

And  may  nouht  do  so  grete  an  harme  as  he  232 

Ke  bringe  a  contre  to  so  grete  meschef e 

Hen  klepen  him  an  outelawe  or  elles  an  ))ef 

Bot  for  .1.  am  a  man  not  texed  wele 

.1.  wil  note  tel  of  titus  neuer  a  dele  236 

•I.  wil  go  to  my  tale  as  .1.  beganne 

Ionian  Phebns  wif  hadde  sent  for  hii'  lemman 

Anone  Jiei  wrouht  al  her  lust  volage 

^is  white  crowe  ]>at  honge  aye  in  ])e  cage  240 
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He  iril  jowe  hate  mortally  ceitejne  313* 

Daon  Salomon  as  wise  clerkes  sejne 

Techeji  a  man  to  kepe  his  tange  wele 

Bot  as  .L  seide  .L  am  noaht  text  wele  316 

Bot  na^es  ]>as  tauht  me  my  dame 

My  Sonne  ^inke  on  pe  crowe  a  goddes  name 

My  Sonne  kepe  wele  ]d  tonge  A  kepe  ]d  frende 

A  wikked  tonge  is  wets  ^an  a  fende  320 

My  aojme  irome  a  fende  men  may  hem  blisse 

My  BOtkne  god  of  his  endles  goodenesse 

Walled  a  tonge  vrip  iefe  &  lippes  eke 

For  man  schold  him  a-Tise  what  he  speke  324 

Mi  sonit^  fill  oft  for  to  mechel  speche 

Ha]>e  mony  a  man  be  spilt  as  clerkes  teche 

Bot  for  litel  speche  avisily 

Is  no  man  schent  to  spek  gen^»^y  328 

My  Sonne  ^i  tonge  scholdest  ^u  restreine 

Att  alle  time  bot  whan  ^u  dost  ^i  peine 

To  speke  of  god  in  honour  &  preyere 

The  first  vertue  Bonne  if  ^a  wilt  lere  332 

Is  to  restreyne  &  kepe  wel  ^i  tonge 

^ns  leren  childem  whan  ^e  be  jonge 

My  Sonne  of  Mechel  spekeinge  yael  ayisedo 

^re  lassd  spekeinge  had  J.-nowhe  snffised  336 

Come^  mochel  harme  ^us  was  me  tolde  &  tauht 

In  muchel  speche]>  sinne  wante]>  nooht 

Wostowe  whereK>f  a  rachel  tonge  serae]> 

Kiht  as  swerde  for-kotte^  &  for-kerae^  340 

And  arm  a  tuo .  my  dere  sone  riht  so 

A  tonge  ktttte^  frenschep  al  a  two 

A  Tangier  is  to  god  abhominable 

Hede  Salomon  so  wyse  &  honurable  344 

Rede  daoid  &  his  psalmys  rede  seneke 

My  8on6  speke  nouht  bot  wi^  ^ine  hede  ])u  bekke 

Dissimole  as  ^ou  were  def  if  ^at  ])ou  here 

A  langelere  speke^  of  perilous  matere  343 

LANSDOWNE  600  (6-T.  686) 
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The  flemynge  aeipe  &  leme  jif  pe  lest  .  349 

))at  litel  langeliiige  cause])  mechel  rest  n«af  229,  backs 

My  aone  if  ^on  no  wykked  worde  hast  seide 

J)e  ]rar  nonht  drede  for  to  be  bewreide  352 

£ot  he  ]>at  h&p  my-fiaide  .1.  dare  wele  seine 

He  may  be  no  weye  clepe  his  worde  ajeine 

])inge  ^at  is  seide  is  seide  &  for]»  it  go]»e 

^onhe  him  repent  or  be  him  neuer  so  lo]7e  356 

He  is  his  pral  to  whome  put  he  h&p  seide 

A  tale  of  whiche  he  is  nowe  yuel  apaide 

My  sons  be  war  &  be  none  auctor  newe 

Of  Tyfinges  vrhepere  ^ei  be  fals  or  trewe  360 

Where  so  ])0u  comme  amonges  hihe  or  lowe 

Kepe  wele  Ji  tonge  &  pmke  vpon  pc  crowe  362 

Explicit  fTabnla  Handpij . 
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GEOUP  I.   FEAGMENT  X. 

§  1.    THE  BLANK-PARSON  LINK. 


ITkk  U  riMtfjr  •  Ifwft  htlwttm  wm*  ummHtiem  TaU  and  tkt  Pantm'$.    It  Ao*  brm 
madt  Imto  tk»  MameifU  Parmm  lAmk  {or  rmmam-Rmrtem  ^  U*  CkHt€-CkmnkMS, 


LAH8D0WHS  H& 


Ineipit  prologiu  Reetoris . 

BE  ^at  ^  manciple  liadde  his  tale  endede  1 

The  8on?i6  fro  ^e  80u))e  side  19  descendede 
So  lowe  ^at  he  was  nouht  to  1117  siht 
Degrees  nyne  &  twente  as  of  heiht  4 

Than  of  ))c  ciokke  it  was  so  as  .L  gesse 
For  a  .xj.  fote  a  lite  more  or  lesse 
My  schadowe  was  at  )»ilke  time  as  \%re 
Of  fusche  fete  as  myn  lenge^  partide  were  8 

In  sex  foote  equale  of  proporocione 
]»ere-wi]»e  ^e  mones  exaltacione 
.1.  mene  libra  alweye  gan  ascende 

As  we  were  entrynge  att  ]>e  j^ropes  ende  12 

For  wi^  oure  oste  as  he  was  wonte  to  guye 
As  in  ^is  caas  oure  loly  compaignye 
Seide  in  J^is  wise  lordeinges  euerychone 
Kow  lakke^  vs. no  tale  more  ]»an  one  16 

Fulfilled  is  my  sentence  &  my  degre 
Who  wil  nowe  tel  a  tale  latt  see 
Almost  fulfilled  is  myne  ordenaunce 
.1.  praie  to  god .  so  ^if  him  riht  good  chaunce  20 

^at  Telli])  \\&  tale  to  vs  lustely . 
Sir  prist  quod  he  ert  ])0U  a  vicario 
Or  ert  )»ou  a  person  sei  so^  be  \i  feye 
Be  what  ))owe  be  ne  broke  ]>ou  nouht  oure  pleye  24 

J.ANSDOWNE  602  (S-T.  689) 
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For  exxery  man  saue  J^oue  ha]>e  told  his  tale  25 

vnbukel  and  schewe  vs  what  is  in  ^i  male 

For  treuly  me  finkep  be  ]»i  chere 

Thow  scholdest  knyht  vpe  wele  a  greie  matiex  28 

Tel  YS  a  fable  anone  for  kokkes  bones  umitni 

^is  persone  ansewerd  al  att  ones 

Jk>u  getest  fable  none  ytolde  for  me 

For  Poule  p&t  write])  vn-to  Timothe  32 

Bepreue^  hem  ^at  veyfen  soj^efastnesse 

And  tellen  fabels  &  suche  wrechednesse 

Whi  shold  .1.  Bchewen  draf  out  of  my  fest 

Whan  .1.  may  schewe  whete  if  ]>at  me  lest  38 

For  whiche  .1.  saie  if  pai  pe  lust  to  here 

Moralite  &  vertuous  Matiere 

And  pan  pat  je  wil  )ef  me  audience 

•L  wil  fol  feyne  att  cristes  Beu^rence  ^0 

Done  30we  plesance  lefful  as  .1.  caTzne 

Lot  trusted  wele  .1.  am  a  soj^eme  manne 

•L  can  nouht  geste .  Kom  Eam .  Ruf  be  my  leitrQ 

Ke  god  wote  Eime  holde  .1.  bot  litel  better  44 

And  ]>erefor  if  jowe  luste  .1.  wil  not  glose 

.1.  wil  3owe  tel  a  mere  tale  in  prose 

To  knyte  vp  al  Jiis  fest  &  maake  an  ende 

An  ihegVL  for  his  grace  witte  me  sende  48 

To  schew  )ow  pe  waye  in  ^is  viage 

Of  ^ilke  parfite  gloriouse  pilgrenage 

|:)at  hiht  len^al^m  Celestiidl 

And  if  je  Youche  saue  a-none  ^e  schaU  52 

Beginne  vpon  my  tale  for  whiche  .1.  preye 

T^  30ure  aYise  J.  call  no  better  seye 

Bot  na))eles  ])is  Meditacioiie 

•L  put  it  alweie  in  correctione  56 

Of  derkes  for  .1.  am  nouht  text  wele 

I  take  bot  ^e  sentence  trusted  wele 

Thare-fore  .1.  maake  a  prodestacione 

J>at  J.  wil  stant  to  correctione  ^^ 

LANSDOWNE   603   (S-T.  690) 
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OROup  L   §  1.  BLANK'PABfloir  UNL  LausdowiM  M8* 

Ypon  ^18  woide  we  haae  aasented  eone  61 

For  as  it  semed  it  was  for  to  done 

To  enden  in  som  Tertaoos  sentence 

And  for  to  jene  him  space  &  andience  64 

And  badde  onre  Oste  he  scholde  to  him  seje 

Jmt  al  we  to  telid  his  tale  we  preye        , 

Onre  Oste  hadde  ^  wordes  for  ts  eiA 

Site  preste  quod  he  faire  mote  )ow  fidi  68 

Saye  what  )owe  lust  A  we  schal  gladly  here 

And  ynp  fat  worde  he  seide  in  fia  manere ; 

Telle^  quod  he  jonre  Meditacione  Hmt  2»,  fauk] 

Bot  hasteji  jowe  fe  sonne  wil  adonne  72 

Be]>  fractnons  &  ^t  in  litel  space 

And  to  do  wele  god  send  ^owe  his  grace  74 

Ezplicit 
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592   SIX-TEXT 

CONTENTS   OF   PARSON's   TALE. 

THE  PARSON^S  T 

A  TREATISE  ON  PENITENCE,  IN' 

Part  I.  -rOn  Penitenoe,  and  its  1st  requisite  ContrttiM.  (A)  Co. 
593—612). 
Part  II.  On  its  2nd  requisite,  Confession  (B)  (p.  612—679). 
Part  III.  On  its  3rd  requisite,  Satisfaction  (C)  (p.  679^-684),  with 
the  Writer's  Leave-taking  and  Retractations  (p.  6^t^). 

PART  I.  (p.  693—612). 

ON  PSHITEHCS,  AND  ITS  Ist  REQUISITE,  COlTrSITION. 

Proem  on  Jeremiah  vi.  16.    The  Tale  is  to  be  on  Penitence  as  a  full 
noble  waj  to  lead  folk  to  Christ,  and  is  to  treat  of 
i.  *  what  IS  Penitence '  (p.  694) . 
ii.  'whennes  it  is  cleped Penitence',  [not  in  the  Tale,] 
iii.  '  in  how  manve  maneres  been  the  acciot^ns  or  werkynges  of 

Penitence  ^  (p.  694-6). 
It.  '  how  many  speces  ther  been  of  Penitence  *  (p.  696). 
▼.  *  whiche  thynges  ap^rtenen  and  bihoueu  to  Penitence'  (p.  696 — 

682 :  nearly  all  Parts  I  and  III,  and  all  Part  II). 
yI.  'whiche  thynges  destourben  Penitence'  (at  end  of  Part  III, 

p.  682)  (p.  693). 
i.  Penitence  defined,  hj  a,  St  Ambrose ;  h.  'som  doctour';  c,  the 
writer.     Its  requisites:  1.  bewailing  of  sins;  2.  purpose  to 
have  shrift,  to  do  satisfaction,  never  to  sin  again,  to  continue 
in  good  works  (p.  694). 
[ii.  not  given,'] 

ilL  The  3  actions  of  Penitence :  1.  Baptism  after  sin ;  2.  not  to  do 
deadly  sin  after  baptism :  3.  not  thus  to  do  veuial  sin  (p.  694-95). 
iv.  The  3  speces  or  kinos  of  Penitence :  1.  Solonm  (to  be  put  out  of 
church,  or  do  open  penance) ;  2.  Common  (to  go  naked  on  pil- 
grimage) ;  3.  Private  (^.  695). 
▼.  The  3  necessities  or  reqmsites  for  Penitence  (p.  696 — 682) : 

A.  Contrition  of  heart  (p.  696—612). 

B.  Confession  of  month  (Part  II,  p.  612—679). 

C.  SatUfaction  (Part  III,  p.  67^—682). 

Penitence  avails  against  3  things,  by  which  we  wrath  Christ  (pi6d5). 
A.  Contrition  is  tlie  root  of  Penitence,  whose  stem  bears  branches 

and  leaves  of  Confession,  and  fruit  of  Satisfaction. 
Contrition  idso  bears  a  seed  of  grace,  whose  heat  draws  men  to 

God.    (Simile  of  the  child  anahis  nurse's  milk.) 
Penance  is  the  tree  of  life  (p.  696). 
Four  Points  to  be  known  about  Contrition : 

1.  What  it  is;  2.  the  causes  that  move  a  man  to  it|;  3.  how  to 
be  contrite ;  4^  what  it  avails  the  soul  (p.  697). 
2.  The  6  Causes  that  should  move  a  man  to  Contrition : 

a.  Remembrance  of  Sins  (p.  697-8). 

6.  Whoso  does  sin  is  the  Thrall  of  Sin  (p.  698-99). 

c.  Dread  of  the  Day  of  Doom  and  the  Pains  of  Hell  (p.  599 — 604). 
These  described:  the  Doom  (p.  599-600);  Job's  Mond  of 

mysese  and  of  derknesse'  (p.  600-1) ;  the  3  shames  in  hell 
against  (1) '  Honours,  (2)  delices,  and  (3)  richesses '  (p.  611) ; 
poverty  in  4  thin^ :  no  treasure,  food,  clothing,  or  friends 
(p.  602) ;  and  no  aelishts  of  the  6  senses.  The  pain  shall  be 
eternal  (p.  603).  HeU  is  orderiess  (p.  603-4).  The  7  causes 
why  the  damnd  have  lost  all  hope  (p.  604). 

d.  Remembrance  of  the  good  works  we  ve  left  undone,  and  the 

loss  of  the  ^ood  works  done  while  we  were  in  ^  (p.  604-6). 
Deadly  sin  wipes  out  all  good  works  formerly  ^q|^  (p.  605) ; 
and  no  gooa  works  can  be  done  in  deadly  ^  (p.  605-6). 
The  new  French  song,  J*ai  tout  perdu  n»^  (efl^P*  ^•^ 
quoted  in  Chaucer's  late  poem  of  Forturie)^  ^^ 
42  (for  lansdowne  606) 
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f .  Remembnuice  of  Christ's  Boffering  for  oar  sins  (p.  006).    In 
man's  sin.  eyery  ordinance  is  tumd  im-«Mlown  (pi  607). 
For  this  disorder  Christ  sofferd  (p.  606). 
/.  The  hope  of  3  things :  1.  Forgiveness  of  l^ns,  2.  the  Gift  of 
Grace  to  do  well,  3.  the  Glory  of  Heayen  (p.  609). 
3l  How  to  be  contrite.    Contrition  mnst  be  nniyenal  and  tobJ: 
for  sins  of  thought,  for  desires  against  God's  law,  for  wicked 
words  as  well  as  wicked  deeds  (p.  610).    Contrition  must  be 
angwishons  and  continual  (p.  609-11). 
^  How  Contrition  helps  the  sooL    It  sometimes  deliyers  a  man 
from  sin :  destroys  the  prison  of  hefl ;  deanses  the  sod ; 
changes  the  son  ot  Wrath  to  the  son  of  GnMse  (p.  611-12). 

PART  n  (no.  ▼.  eaidxnued). 

B.  COHFSSSIGir  (THE  2in>  REQUISITE  FOR  PSNITBNCB) 

(p.  612-€79). 
B.  Confessioa.  p.  (1.  317)  'what  is  confession'  (p.  612). 
\  2.  ^wheitner  it  oghte  nedes  be  doon  or  noon'  (p.  672-9). 
\  3.  'whiche  thynges  been  couenable  to  verray  Confessioii'  (p. 
674-79). 

CONFESSION,  }  1. 
1.  'Confession  is  yerray  shewynge  of  synnes  to  the  preest' 
(L  318)  (p.  612).    We  must  nnderstand  too 
a,  (1. 321)  ^whennes  that  synnes  spryi^en '  (p.  612 — 15). 
h.  'how  they  encreessen'  0^^.  615-16;  972-74:). 
e.  *whiche  tnev  been'  (p.  616—672). 
1.0.  Sin  sprang  from  the  fall  of  Adam  (p.  612).    The  k^end  <rf 
Adam  and  Eye  told  (p.  613).  From  Adam  we  took  Oiigmal 
Sin,  and  were  bom  sons  of  eternal  damnation ;  bat  Baptism 
rescues  ns ;  though  we  keep  liability  to  temptation,  or  Con- 
cupiscence (p.  613-14). 
C<meupi»cence^  or  the  nourishing  and  occasion  of  sin.    St  Paol 
and  St  Jerome's  temptations  (p.  614-15). 
1.&  How  Sin  grows  in  a  man.    1.  hj  Concupisoenoe;  2.  Subjec- 
tion to  the  Deyil;  a  Hesitation;  4.  Doing,  the  Sin  be- 
coming Actual  (p.  615-16). 
i.e.  Sin  is  a.  yenial,  fi,  deadly  (or  mortal). 

a.  1.  Venial  Sin  defined.    It  sk^  into  Deadly  Sn.    (Suniile 
of  the  drq»  of  water  int«  a  vessel's  hold  drowning 
the  sW ;)  (p.  616). 
/S.  1.  Deadly  Sn  defined  (p.  617). 

a.  2.  Of  diyers  small  yeniiu  sins,  haidly  thought  uds  (p.  617* 
18) ;  eating,  drinking^  talking,  too  much ;  using  your 
wife  too  much ;  not  yisiting  uie  mck  (p.  617) ;  talkmg 
vanities  at  church,  &c.  (p.  61^.    Ciue  of  venial  sins 
by  love  to  Christ,  prayer,  confession,  good  works,  re- 
ceiving the  Sacnunenf,  holy-water,  sc.  (p.  618). 
I.e.  0.  2.  The  Seven  Deadly  Sin».    The  Chieftains,  head  and 
«pring,  of  all  other  Sins  (p.  619). 
i.  Pride  (p.  619-26),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  626^}. 
ii.  Envy  ^.  628-30),  and  its  Remedy  $.  630-1). 
iii.  Ire  or  Anger  Qp.  631-42),  and  its  R^edy  ^.  64Q-5). 
iv.  Accidie  or  Slotn  (Discontent,  Ennui)  (p.  64M9),  and 

its  Remedy  (p.  650-1). 
V.  Avarice  or  Oovetousness  (p.  651-7),  and  its  Remedy 

(p.  657-8). 
vi.  Gluttony  (p.  658-9),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  660). 
vii.  Lechery  (p.  660-8),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  668-72). 

i.  PitiBis  (p.  619—626).  Its  16  (and  more)  Twigs.  1.  Disobedience, 
2.  Boasting,  3.  Hypocrisy,  4.  Despite,  5.  Arrogance  (p.  619), 
6.  Impudence,  7.  Swelling  of  Heart  (rejoicing  m  hann  done), 
8.  Iiisolcucc,  9.  E]<ition,  la*  Impatience,  11.  Contumacy,  12. 

(Poii   LANSDOWNE   605  a) 
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Presompiioii,  13.  Irreverence,  14.  Pertmacity,  15.  Vam-gloiy, 
16.  Janglizig  (chattering). 
A  private  Kind  of  pride  (the  Ilosf  s  Wife's  and  Wife  of  BatVtf*), 

wanting  to  go  to  offering  first,  &c.  (p.  620). 
Two  kinds  of  Pride,  a.  *  within  man's  heart  *.  b,  without ;  6.  being 
the  sign  of  a., '  as  the  gave  leefsel  atte  Taveme  is  sign  of  the 
w]p  that  is  in  the  Oeler '  ^  (p.  620-21),  b.  outside  pride. 
a.  in  dear  clothing,  1.  supenluity  of  it :  its  cost,  furring,  chisel- 
holes,  dragging  in  the  dung,  waste  of  material  (p.  621),  un- 
fitness for  givmg  to  the  poor :  2.  scantness  of  it :  showing 
men's  privy  members,  and  buttocks  (like  a  she-ape's  nimp), 
and  the  former  as  half-fiayd,  in  paiti-colourd  hose".    Tne 
'outrageous  array  of  Women'  (p.  623). 
P,  in  horses  (p.  623),  and  vicious  grooms  to  tend  'em;  plate- 
harness.  &c. 
y.  in  household :  keeping  too  many  retainers  or  servants,  who 

oppress  the  poor  (p.  624). 
S.  in  table :  not  asking  the  poor  to  feasts ;  having  burning  and 
ornamented  dishes^;  too  costly  cups,  &c.,  and  too  choice 
minstrelsy  (p.  624). 
What  Pride  sins  are  deadly,  and  what  venial  (p.  624). 
The  Sources  of  Pride  (p.  624) :  goods  of  Nature,  Fortune,  Grace 
(p.  624).  .  The  Folly  of  Pride  in  any  of  these  goods  of  Nature : 
'  we  ben  aJle  of  o  fader  and  of  o  mooder,  and  .  .  of  o  nature '  ^ 
The  general  signs  of  Gentleness,    (The  tlies  calld  'bees',  and 
their  stingless  king)  (p.  625) ;  3  gifts  of  Grace ;  3  of  Fortune. 
The  brittleness  of  popular  praijse^  (p.  626). 
The  Remedy  against  Pnde, 
Humility  or  Meekness,  and  its  3  kinds :  in  1.  heart,  2.  mouth, 
3.  works.    4  kinds  of  each  of  these  (p.  626-27). 

ii.  Envy  (p.  627-30) :  defined  by  the  Philosopher  and  St  Augustine. 
It  spnngs  from  Malice  (p.  627). 

Malice ;  2  kinds  of  :  1.  hardness  of  heart,  or  recklessness ;  2.  op- 
posing truth  (p.  627). 

The  2  kmds  of  Envy  {$,  628) :  1.  sorrow  at  other  men's  prosper- 
ity ;  2.  joy  at  other  men's  narni :  whence  comes 

Backbiting ;  5  kinds  (p.  628) :  1.  praise  with  a  bvi  at  the  end ;  2. 
turning  well-meant  things  upside  dovm  to  ill  ones ;  3.  lessening 
a  neighbour's  goodness ;  4.  putting  one  man  above  another;  6. 
glad  nstening  to  scandal  (p.  628). 

Grudging  or  murmuring  (p.  628) :  1.  against  God  (p.  629) ;  2. 
Murmuring  from  avance,  3.  from  pride,  4.  from  envy ;  5.  among 
Servants,  who  say  *the  Devil's  Paternoster*;  6.  Murmuring 
from  ire  or  hate :  thence,  a.  Bitterness  of  Heart,  b.  Discord, 
c.  Scorning;  d.  Accusing  (p.  629) ;  e.  Malignity  (p.  630). 
The  Remedy  against  Envy  ^.  630-31). 

Love  of  God  and  one's  neighbour.    How  a  man  shall  love  Ids 
neighbour.    How  an  enemy  is  included  in  the  name  'neigh- 
bour' (p.  630).    3  Remedies  of  Love,  against  3  deeds  of  Hate 
>.  631).    Love  is  the  medicine  that  casits  out  the  venom  of 
Lvy  from  man's  heart  (p.  631). 

iii.  Ibb  or  Anokb  (p.  631-42),  and  its  2  kinds :  a.  good  Ire  or  Wrath 
(p.  632} ;  6.  wicked  Ire,  and  its  2  kinds :  sudden  ire,  and  ire 
ot  mahce  aforethought  (p.  632-33). 
Three  Shrews  that  forge  in  the  Devil's  furnace:  Pride,  Bnvy, 
and  Contumely  (p.  633). 

>  HflUlM-Monk  Link,  B.  §  11;  and  General  Prolotroe,  A. 

*  Chaocer'a  firther  no  doobt  had  a  algn  oatalde  hia  wina>ah<ip  or  tavam  in  ThaniM 
StXMt,  London.  ^ 

•  The  onUpoken  and  nmewhat  coane  abase  of  the  new  ftuiilona  In  irnim  if  ^  smft 
dumge  from  Chaooer's  admirable  Third-Period  chaff  of  the  moral  kvTfiOfataR*  oC 
the  monks  and  fHara,  fte..  In  the  Proloffae  and  middle  Talee.  If  tWi  ^O^'JahamS^  oK 
num.  It's  change  of  mood.  «U%  ^,  nOt  ^""^ 

*  Clianosr  moat  have  seen  plenty  of  these  when  he  was  paffe.  v.,*  .  .iMAt** 

•  Oompne  Chaaoer'a  QentUntu,  Ac       «  Compare  ClerlJs  ^It^  il^cl  ^  ^^ 

(for  LAN8D0WNB   605  6)  ^»^t*^ 


m\ 


8IX-TEXT  592 
CONTENTS   OF   PAUSON's   TAL£.       PART   II. 

Wrath  takes  away  a  man's  wit  and  spiritoal  life  (p.  634). 
FndtB  of  Wrath :  1.  Hate.   2.  War  and  wrong.   3.  Manakui^ter, 
a.  spiritoal :  h.  bodily  (p.  634). 
a.  The  3  kinds  of  spiritual  Manslaughter  (3,  calld  6  in  MSS. 
p.  634) :  1.  by  Hate.  2.  by  Backbiting.    3.  Giving  wicked 
Counsel,  by  Fraud  (p.  634). 
5.  bodily  Manslaughter :  slaying  with  your  tongae,  giviog 
orders  or  counsel  to  slay  a  man  (p.  634). 
Manslaughter  in  deed :  its  4  (that  Ls,  7) lands  (p.  635) :  1.  by  law : 
a  Justice  condemning  a  man  to  death ;  2.  justifiable  homicide, 
in  defence  of  one*s  own  life ;  3.  by  misadventure :  diootins  an 
arrow,  &c. ;  4.  a  woman  overlving  her  child ;  6.  a  man  muing 
a  woman  barren  by  drinks,  ac..  killing  the  foetus  within  her, 
shedding  his  seed  in  the  wrong  place ;  a  woman  killing  the  c^ild 
in  her  womb ;  6.  a  woman  killing  her  child  (after  oirth)  for 
shame ;  7.  a  man  by  lechery  or  blows  killing  a  foetus. 
(Sixteen)  other  sins  coming  from  Ire  or  Anger. 

1.  blaming  or  despising  God,  as  hazarders  do  (Op.  Peardoner'i 

Tale)  (p.  635) ;  and  those  who  treat  of  the  Sacrament  <A 
the  altar  irreverently  (p.  636). 

2.  Attry  anger :  making  anery  false  excuses  for  sin. 

3.  Swearing,  which  dismembers  Christ  (p.  636). 

a.  Of  lawful  Swearing,  before  a  Judge :  its  3  conditions,  and 
its  motives ;  6.  God's  name  and  Chrises,  not  to  be  taken 
in  vain  (p.  637) ;  c.  swearing  for  gentility  or  manliness 
(p.  638) ;  dL  swearing  suddenly;  «.  of  Adjuration  and 
Conjuration  by  enchanters  and  necromancers ;  /.  of 
Divmation  by  Dreams,  &c. ;  g.  of  Charms  for  Wounds 
and  Maladies  (p.  638). 

4.  Lying  (p.  638),  and  its  6  kinds. 

5.  Flattering.     I  low  Flatterers  are  the  Devil's  Nurses,  his 

Enchanters  and  Cliai^lains  (p.  639). 

6.  Cursing  thstt  comes  of  irons  heart :  Malison. 

7.  Chiding  and  Reproach  (p.  640) ;  (s^^eciaUy  a  cliiding  wife^) 
(p.  640-41). 

12.  Betraying    of    €k)unsel    (p- 
642). 

13.  Menace. 

14.  Idle  words.  . 

15.  Jangling  (chattering)  (p. 642). 

16.  Japing  (joking)  (p.  &I2-43). 


8.  Scorning  (p.  641). 

9.  Giving   wicked    Counsel 

(p.  641). 

10.  Sowing  and  making  Dis- 

cord (p.  642). 

11.  Double  tongue  (p.  642). 


The  Remedy  against  Anger  (p.  643-5).  Debonairtee  and  Patience 
({).  643).  Four  kinds  of  grievances,  and  their  remedies:  1. 
wicked  words,  2.  loss  of  goods,  3.  harm  of  body,  4.  outrageous 
labour  (p.  644). 
Incentives  to  Patience.  Story  of  the  Philosopher  and  Child 
(p.  644-45).    Obedience  comes  from  Patience  (p.  645). 

iv.  AoomiE,  or  Sloth  (Discontent,  Ermui)  (p.  645-49),  is  an  enemy 
to  the  3  states  of  man, — 1.  innocence  (p.  645).  2.  prayer  (p.  646), 
3.  grace;— and  to  one's  liveUhood.  Its  12  baid  consequences  (p. 
646) :  1.  Sloth  (and  its  remedy) ;  2.  Dread  to  bedn  good  works 
(p.  646) ;  3.  Wanhope,  or  Despair  (and  its  Remedy)  j).  647) ;  4. 
^mnolence  (p.  648),  and  5.  Negligence,  or  6.  Recklessness,  and 
the  Remedy  for  each;  7.  Idleuess;  8.  Tarditae,  or  tarrying 
before  turning  to  God  (p.  649) ;  9.  Lachesse,  or  giving  up  a 
good  work  begun ;  10.  Coldness;  11.  Undevotion;  12.  Worldly 
sorrow  (p.  649). 

The  Remedp  against  Accidie  (p.  650-51) :  Fortitude  or  Strength, 
and  its  5  kmds.  1.  Magnanimity'  or  great  Courage ;  2.  Faith 
or  Hope;  3.  Assurance;  4.  Magnificence;  5.  Constancy  (p. 
651). 

^  Does  Chancer  here  refer  to  hlii  former  wife  ? 
*  Uiitwritten  '  Mngniftccn^^ '  in  ElIcsTncre  and  Lantdowne  USS. 

(fok   LANSDOWNE   006) 
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V,  AvARiOB  (p.  651-57).  The  difference  between  Avarice  and  Covet- 
ousness  (p.  651) ;  and  between  an  Idolater  and  an  avaricious 
man  (p.  652).  Of  Covetousness,  and.  lords'  extortion  from  tieir 
bondmen :  "humble  folk  been  Cristes  freendes"  (p.  652-53).  The 
Duty  of  lords  to  their  thralls  or  churls.  Of  those  that  pillage 
lloly  Church  (p.  653-54) ;  lords  who  plunder  the  poor  are  like 
wolves  (p.  654).  Of  Deceit  between  Merchant  and  Merchant 
(p.  654).  Of  honest  bodily  Merchandise  (the  surplus  of  one 
country  may  be  sent  to  help  another)  (p.  654).  Of  spiritual 
Merchandise,  or  Simony,  ancf  its  2  kinds  (p.  655), — ^thieves  ^t 
steal  Christ's  souls  get  livings  (p.  655-56) ; — Hasardry  or  Games 
of  Chance  (p.  656).  Othei*  outcomes  of  Avarice  (p.  656; :  1.  Lying, 
2.  Theft  (bodily  and  spiritual)  (p.  656-57),  3.  False  Witness, 
4.  False  Oaths  (p.  657). 

The  Bemedy  against  Avarice  (p.  657) :  Mercy  and  Pity,  and  reason- 
able Liberality  (p.  658).    Of  foolish  largess  (p.  658). 

vi.  Gluttony  (p.  658-59),  and  its  5  kinds  (p.  659) :  1.  Drunkenness, 
or  the  burial  of  man's  reason ;  2.  a  troubled  spirit ;  3.  bad  way 
of  eating;  4.  distemperd  bodily  hujuours ;  5.  forge^ulness.  Or, 
as  St  Gregory  says,  1.  eating  too  soon ;  2.  eating  too  delicate 
food ;  3.  taking  too  much ;  4.  troubling  too  much  about  cooking 
food ;  5.  eating  greedily :  these  are  the  5  fingers  of  the  devil's 
hand  (p.  659). 

The  Bemedy  against  Gluttony  (p.  660) :  Abstinence,  and  its  fellows. 
Temperance,  Shame,  Content  with  plain  food,  Moderation,  So- 
berness, Sparing  (p.  660). 

vil.  Leoheby  (p.  660).  Its  pimishment  in  the  Old  Testament  (p, 
660).  Adulteiy,  and  the  desire  of  it  (p.  661-62). 
The  5  fingers  of  the  Devil's  other  hand  (p.  662) ;  1.  foolish  look- 
ing: 2.  villainous  touching;  3.  foul  words;  4.  kissing  (old  do- 
taros,  and  dry  dogs  at  a  rose-tree  (p.  662) ;  and  how  a  man  should 
love  his  wife) ;  5.  the  stinking  deed  of  lechery  (p.  663).  Its 
kinds :  1.  Fornication.  Taking  a  maid's  maidenhead,  or  100th 
&uit  (p.  663).  2.  Adultery,  defined.  3.  Harms  following  from  it : 
a.  breaking  of  faith ;  b,  theft  (of  the  wife's  body  from  her  hus- 
band (Joseph  and  Potiphar's  wife),  and  of  her  soul  from  (lUirist) ; 
c.  breaking  God's  commandment,  and  defouling  Christ  (p.  664). 
Of  Harlots  and  Bawds  (p.  Qdo).  Adultery  is  set  between  Theft 
and  Manslaughter.  More  kinds  of  Adultery :  1.  by  Men  bound 
by  Religious  Yows,  &c. ;  2.  those  in  Holy  Orders  (p.  665). 
Lecherous  Priests  are  like  a  free  Bull  in  a  town,  and  they  eat 
raw  flesh  of  folk's  wives  and  daughters  (p.  666) ;  3.  by  man  and 
wife  copulating  for  pleasure  only  (p.  667) ;  4  copulation  with 
kinsfoUL  spiritual  (or  godchildren)  or  fleshlv  (blood  relations). 
5.  the  abominable  unmentionable  sm :  6.  Pollution,  of  3  kinds: 
1.  too  rank  humours;  2.  weakness  (p.  667);  3.  evil  thoughts 
(p.  668). 

The  Bemedy  fir  Lechery  (p.  668) :  L  Chastity  and  Continence. 

1.  in  Marriage.  (The  true  effect  of  Marriage.  One  husband  to 
have  one  wife  (p.  668).  How  a  man  should  behave  to  his  wife 
(p.  669).  How  the  wife  should  be  subject  to  her  husbuid  (p. 
669),  and  be  moderate  in  behaviour,  discreet  in  words,  &c.  (p. 
669-70).  The  3  causes  for  wliich  man  and  wife  may  copulate 
{o,  670) :  a.  begetting  of  children ;  6.  to  pay  the  mutual  debt  of 
tneir  bodies;  c,  to  avoid  lechery  (p.  670).  The  4th  cause, 
pleasure,  is  deadly  sin  (p.  670-71).) 

2.  In  Widowhood ;  3.  Virginity  (p.  671). 

II.  Special  avoidance  of  causes  of  lechery :  a,  eating  and  drink- 


e(p.  672).)    [End  of  C7on/<f««i^^ 
Sin  is  in  heart,  mouth,  deed,  by  the  5  Wits  (p.  672)^  ^  ^ 

(for  LAN8i>0WNB   606  a) 
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i  1.6.  (see  p.  615-16.)  The  7  CLrcumstaDces  that  encieaae  or  aggn^te 
sins  (p.  672).  I.  the  person  who  sms  (male  or  femi^  &e.); 
2.  the  kind  of  sin  (fornication  or  homicide) ;  3.  the  place  it 
vas  committed  in  (as  in  a  church,  by  a  i)ne8t)  ^.  673) ;  4.  fw 
what  motive ;  5.  the  nmnber  of  times  it  was  committed ;  6. 
b;r  what  temptation ;  7.  how  it  was  committed;  andalloUier 
circumstauces  (p.  674). 

CONFESSION,  §  2,  §  3  (p.  674r79). 

Prfifiiahle  Coiifejssion,  and  its  4  (=:  3)  Conditions  (p.  674) : 

1.  sorrowful  bittemei»s  of  heart  (p.  674) ;  its  5  si^ :  a.  shame- 
fastness  (like  the  Publican's)  (p.  675) ;  b.  humility;  e.  fulness 
of  tears  (p.  675) ;  d.  no  hetdtation  (like  the  Magdalen)  for 
shame ;  e.  obedience  to  receive  penance  laid  on  you  (p.  67^. 

2.  speedy  Confession  (p.  676) ;  its  4  Conditions :  /.  that  it  ba 
well  thought  over ;  a.  the  greatness  and  number  of  sins  must 
be  understood ;  h.  the  sinner  must  be  contrite,  and  i.  avoid 
occasions  of  sins. 

3.  Sluift  must  be  made  to  one  man,  not  more  (p.  676). 

True  Shrift,  and  its  10  Conditions  (p.  677) :  1.  tnat  it  be  of  free 
will ;  2.  that  it  be  lawful  (both  sinner  and  priest.  Popish) ;  3^ 
that  it  be  not  dcsimiring  of  Chrisfs  mercy;  4.  that  a  nun 
accuse  himself  only,  and  not  another ;  5.  tbiat  it  be  not  lying 
(accusing  oneself  of  sins  never  committed)  (p.  678) ;  that  it  be 
by  one's  o^vn  mouth,  and  not  bv  letter ;  7.  that  the  sin  be  not 
pointed  with  fair  words ;  8.  that  the  shrift  be  to  a  discreet 
priest ;  9.  that  the  shrift  be  not  made  for  vain-glory,  but  for 
fear  of  Christ ;  10.  that  the  shrift  be  not  made  suddoily,  for  a 
joke  (p.  678).  You  may  be  shriven  mure  than  once  for  the  same 
sin ;  and  should  be  houseld  once  a  year  (p.  679). 

PAKT  III  (mo.  ▼.  coniinuedy  and  no.  vi). 

8ATIS7ACnOH  (HUE  3iiD  REQUISITE  FOB  PENITENCE) 

(p.  679—684). 

In  a.  Alms.    /3.  bodily  puui&hment. 

a.  Alms  and  its  three  kituls  (p.  679) :  1.  Contrition  of  heart.  2. 
Pity  for  one's  neis^hbour's  fatilts.  3.  Giving  good  counsel  to 
uthei-'s  souls  and  bodies  (food^  visits  in  prison,  Durial).  Then 
Ahns  should  be  done  privily,  if  possible  (p.  680). 

/3.  Bodily  Punishme^U  (Penance\  of  4  kinds:  1.  Prayers 
(cliieny  of  the  Paternoster,  whose  expounding  I  leave  to  Mas- 
ters of  Theology)  (p.  680).  2.  Watchin?,  and  its  3  kinds: 
forbearing,  a.  meat  and  drink,  6.  worldly  jolli^,  and  c, 
deadlv  sm  (p.  681 ).  3.  Fastme,  and  its  4  kinds :  LiDerality  to 
poor  folk ;  spiritual  gladness  of  neart ;  not  grudging  at  fastmg ; 
reasonable  eating.  4.  Virtuous  teachings,  or  DisdpUne :  a. 
by  word,  writing,  or  example ;  h,  by  wearing  hairshirts.,  &c., 
next  your  skin,  scourging  yourself,  taking  evils  and  injuries 
patiently  (p.  682).    [find  of  no.  ▼.  in  Part  i ;  p.  593.] 

Ti.  The  4  Thmgs  that  disturb  Penance  [no.  vi,  or  last  f,  of  p.  593 
at  foot]  (p.  682).  1.  Dread,  and  its  remedv.  2.  Shame,  and 
its  remecly.  3.  Uoi)e :  a.  of  long  life,  and  b,  consequent  over- 
confidence  in  ChrLjtrs  mercy  (p.  683).  4.  Wanhope,  or  Deqiair 
of  Mercv;  its  3  kinds:  x,  from  great  and  long  continued  sin ; 
y,  from  falls-back  into  sin ;  z.  from  not  being  able  to  persevere 
m  goodness  (p.  683). 
The  fruit  of  Penance  (p.  683-4). 

EPILOGUE. 

The  Author's  Leave-taking,  and  Lament  over,  and  Withdxawal  of, 
hi:>  binfui  Books.  &c.  ({k  684-85). 

(FOK  LA^'SDOWNE   600  2^) 
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[Lcaudoume  851,  on  leaf  230,  Iw^ 

[There  are  tin  paragrajik-brtalu  in  the  MS,  htU  TjineUtt't  ar» 

kept  in  the  print  /or  convenietiee  MiU,] 

Incipit  senno. 

Iciemts  vj".  State  auper  viaa.  &  videte  &  interrogate  da 
semitu  autiquiB  que  ait  via  bona!  &  ambulate  in  ea  & 
inuenietw  refrigenum  ani)nabu«  veett'iB. 

[75] 

Ovrre.  swete  lord  god  of  beuenf  ^t  no  man  wH 
p^risabef  but  wil  f>at  we  comme  al  to  ^e 
knowlcche  of  liim!  &  to  >e  "blisful  lyf 
fat  is  perdurable !  [76]  amoneste))  vs  be  }ie 
prophet  loromie  fat  aeijw  in  fia  wieej 
[77]  StandeJ)  vpon  fe  woyes  &  aeojio  &  axo]) 
of  olde  pajies.  ])at  is  to  seie  of  olde  sentencea  i 
wbidie  IB  ]ie  goode  weicf  [7S]  &  walke])  in  Jiat  weio! 
&  ^e  Bchal  findo  lefrisaclieinge  for  joute  aonleaf  Sio 
[79]  T  Many  buen  Jw  wejea  spiWfuele.  fot  leden  folk 
to  to  oure  loide  ihera  oiist^  &  to  fie  regno  of  glorie 
[80]  IT  Of  whicbe  weyos  fern  is  a  ful  noble  wcie  and  ful 
couonable  weief  wbiche  maye  not  faile  to  man  ne  to 
iTomman  ^t  ^nihe  einne  ba)>  mya  gone  fto  }ie  ribt 
weie  of  leruAiIem  ccIeatiaJ.  [81]  And  Jiia  weie  is  cleped 
Penitence!  of  wbiche  men  scbolde  gladly  hcrken  & 
enquore  wi}i  al  his  he  [82]  to  wit  wliat  is  pen- 
ance '  &  whan  it  is  cleped  penanc.  &  in  Lowe 
many  mane f%  bene  f  e  accionce  of  worchiuge  of  penance  '■ 
[S3]  And  howe  mony  spicea  Jwre  biene  of  penytence  And 
vbicbe  Jiingee  appurtenen!  &  bo-bouan  to  peniteacfi!  & 
whicbe  ]>lnge8  distourben  penitence 

LiiNaDOWNE  607   (e-T.  683) 
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[84]  %  Seint  Ambrose  sei^  ])at  penitence   is  y& 
pleyneingo  of  man  for  pQ  gilt  yoi  he  h&f  done  1  and  no 
more  to  do  any  pingp  for  whiclio  we  ouhte  to  plejnef 
[85]  And  som  doctour  soijiof  Penitence  is  ])e  weyment- 
jnge  of    man  ^at    sorwc])  for    his    sinnef    an    peyne} 
him  selft  for  he  ha]ye  mys   done  5   [86]  Fenytence  wif 
eerteyne  circumstance  is  verrey  repentance  of  men  ^t 
halt  him  self  in  sorwef  And  opere  peyno  for  his  giltes 
[87]  For  he  schal  be  vcrreye  penitent  f   he  schaH  first 
beweilen  pQ  sinne  foi  he   ha]ye   donef   And  stedfastly 
purposen  in  his  herte  to  haue  schrift  of  mou^  And  to 
done  satisfaccione  f  [SS]  And  neuer  to  do  J^inge.  fibr  whiche 
him     ouht    to    beweile    or    to    complene    &    to    con- 
tinne  in  goode  wcrkes  f  or  elles  his  r6X)entance  mai  nonht 
availe  [89]  If  For  as  scint  Isidor  sei])e.  He  is  a  Taper  & 
a   gabbere    Ss    no  vcrrci    repentant  f   ]>at  eft   sone    do^ 
finge  ffor  whiche  him  ouht  to  repent  [90]  wepeingef 
&  nouht  for  to  stintc  to  do  sinne  Maie  not  availe  f  [91]  Bot 
na]7elcs  men  schol  hopef    ])at  at  euery  time  pat  man 
fallo])  be  it  nouere  so  off  pat  he  may  rise  ]K>rwhe  peni- 
tence if  ho  haue  grace  If  Bot  certeinly.  it  is  grete  doute 
[92]  for  as  sci]7o  sciute  grcgori.  vnno^  arise^  he  oute 
of  his  sinne  ^at  is  charged  vnp  ]>o  charde  of  yuel  vsagef 
[93]    ^    t^    ^^^    repentant    folke    pat   stinte    for   to 
sinne   &   for4ete    sinne.    er   sinne    for-Uete    him.    Holy 
cherche  holte  hem  seker  of   her    sauacionef   [94]  And 
he    pat    sinue)^    &    verraly    repente])    him    in    his    last 
endef  Holy  cherche  jit  hope]>  his  saluacion  be  pe  grete 
mercy  of  our    lorde    ihe^   for  his  repentance  f   IT  Bot 
take])  pe  seker  wove  pat  is  certeine  f 

[95]  IT  And  no  wo  sejjen  .1.  haue  declared  jowe  what 
J)i«ge  is  poiiitcnco  ^  Now  scholno  je  vnderstoudo  pat  pei'G 
bue  fre  accions  of  Penytencef  [96]  The  first  is 
if  a  man  be  baptized  after  pat  he  ha^ 
sittned  [97]  IT  Seint  Austin©  seipe  bot  ho  be  penitence 
for  his  olJc  sinful  liff   he  maio  not  bc-giune   pe  nowe 

LANSDOWNE    008    (C-T.  691')  L«  leaf  281] 
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clene  liff  [98]  For  certes  if  he  bo  Ix.ptist  wttA  oute 
ponitence  of  his  olde  giltef  he  receyae])  ^  merke  of 
baptime.  bot  not  Jio  grace  no  Jie  remission  of  his 
■innea  til  he  haue  repentance  veneye.  [99]  IF  Ano^i-e 
defont  is  pis',  that  men  done  dedely  sinne  after  ^at 
pel  haue  roceyued  Baptisme  [100]  IT  Ik  Jiredde  defaute 
is!  {lat  men  falloa  in  venial  sinnes  after  hCTbttptiamof 
fro  daia  to  dale  [loi]  It  Ther  of  seife^'K^iii^^B^i^pc'^^^j. 
fat  penitence  of  goode  &  huml^  Tolko'iiffif^o  -f^-N 
penitence  of  euery  daie '.  V^^SKSTTV 

[102]  IT  The  spices  of  penance  Ny^ff^toef'Tjiat  on 
of  hem  is  solcmpne!  ano^ere  is  cbs^^f^J^^V^'.'''^ 
^red  is  priuo  [103]  IT  Jtilko  penance  |iai  fir~BiJ- 
lempnof  is  in  tuo  manets.  As  is  to  be  put  oute  of  holy 
chotche  in  lente  for  slauhter  of  diildeme  &  anclia 
ntaner  fitnge!  [104]  Anofer  is  whan  man 
haji  sinned  openly!  of  whicho  sinne  ))e  £imo  is  opculy 
spoken  in  J>6  contre '.  If  And  (lan  holy  chorohe  be  iugo-' 
ment  Disticyne])  him  for  to  do  penance  open.  [105} 
%  Somme  penance  is  Jat  prestes  enioynen  men  comunly 
in  certeine  caas  as  for  to  gone  peraducntur  naked  iit 
pilgrenago  or  barfote.  [106]  H  Priuo  pcnaunce  is- 
])ilk  ^t  men  dona  al  daie  ffor  pnue  sinnes  of  whicho' 
we  scluyuen  vs  priuely  &  receynen  pn'ue  penance. 

[107]  II  Kowe  schalt  ^n  rnderatande  vhas  behoue))!' 
&  IB  necessorio  to  vcrrei  perfit  penitence!  An  pus 
fitandou  on  fro  fingos  [108J  K  Contricio  of  hert.  Con" 
foeeion  wf  mou|)ef  &  satisfaccione  [109]  IT  Tor  whicho 
aoip  Iohanne«  GrisostemiM.  Penytonoe  Dietreyne))  man 
to  accepts  bcnyngly  cucry  jicino  fat  is  him  enioyncd' 
WttA  contricione  of  hertf  &  schrift  of  mou)ie  &  sati&^ 
fatione  &  iii  wi!i-cliuiLi(,'c  al  maiiL-i'O  humylito!  [no] 
IT  And  fig  is  fruytiiful  penitence  ajeiii  |>ro  finges  in  whicb.: 
we  wrofjfeu  oiir  lorde  ihe*n  crista  [iii]  fis  is  to  seine! 
Im)  dolitc  in  finkinge!  bo  recliscLiincsse  in  apckcingol- 
bo  wykkcd  siiiful  wyrclteingo !   [112]  H  And  Moine*  Jroa' 
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wikked  giltos  is  penitenoef  ^t  maie  be  likned  vnto  a  tie. 
[113]  IT  ^  rote  of  pia  tree  is  contricione  ^  hide^ 
Uim  in  pe  hert  of  him  yxt  is  yenaie  repentant  Biht  as 
^  rote  of  a  tre  hide]>  him  in  pe  erj^ef  [114]  IT  Of  ^ 
rote  of  oontncione  springejy  a  stalk  ^t  beie]»  bnumchos 
&  lenes  of  oon&ssis  &  fmyte  of  satisfaodone.  [115] 
Jor  whiche  cnst  sei^  in  fe  gospeL  Dojw  digne  fmyte  of 
penite.  For  be  ]»is  fmyte  men  maye  knowe  ^ 
tref  &  nouht  be  rote  yaX  is  hide  in  ]ie  herte 
of  manl  be  fe  braonche  ne  be  ]>e  leues  of  confeesionet 
[116]  And  fere  for  onre  lorde  fhega  exist  sei^  ^nsf  Be 
^  fmyte  of  hem  schal  je  knowe  hem  [117]  ^  Of  ^ 
rote  springe]!  a  seede  of  grace  f  pe  whiche  sede  is 
)»  mode  of  sekemesaef  And  pis  seed  is  ^re  &  hotet 
[118]  fe  grace  of  ]>is  seed  springe])  of  god  ]K>rahe  ^  re- 
membrance of  )»e  dale  of  dome  &  one  ]>e  peines  of 
belle.  [119]  ^  Of  ])is  ^Matier  6ei])e  Salomon.  That  in  (e 
drede  of  god  man  for  letej>  his  sinne.  [120]  IT  fQ  hete 
of  pis  seede  is  fe  lone  of  god.  &  pe  desire  of  ^ 
loye  perdurable  5  [121]  pis  hete  diauep  ]»  hert  of 
man  to  godf  &  do]>e  him  hate  his  sinne  1  [122]  ^  For 
8o]xJy  ferQ  is  no  ]mige  pat  sauerep  so  wele  to  a  childe 
as  pe  myke  of  his  noiice  f  Ne  no  pinge  is  to  him  more  abhofft- 
inable  pat  pilke  melk  whan  it  is  menged  wip 
opere  mote.  [123]  Biht  so  pe  sinnfiil  man  ^t  loaep 
his  sinne  it  semep  pat  it  is  to  him  moste  swete  Of 
any  pinge  1  [124]  IT  Bot  fro  pat  time  pat  he  lonep  sadly 
onre  lorde  ihe«a  criste  &  desirep  pe  lif  perdurable  f  pere 
nys  to  hime  more  abhominable  f  [125]  IT  For 
sope  pe  lawe  of  god  is  pe  lone  of  god  5  For  whiche 
dattid  pe  prophete  selpef  L  haue  loued  pi  lawe  &  hated 
wikkednessef  &  hatenf  He  pat  louep  god  kepep  his  lawe  & 
his  worde  5  [126]  IT  This  tre  sawe  pe  prophet  .DanyeL  in 
spirit  Ypon  pe  auysion  of  nobugodonosor  whan  he  coun- 
seled him  to  do  penitence.  [127]  IT  Penance  is  pe  tre 
of  lif  to  hem  pot  it  receyvenf  And  he  pat  hddep  him 
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veiToy  ponyteuce  is  bliasod  after  ]>6  veirey  sentence  of 
Salomon. 

[128]  H  In  ])is  penitence  or  contncion  man  schal  vn- 
deistonden  .iiij.  ])inge8  f  ]7at  is  to  seine  What  is  contricione  f 
&  whicho  bion  ])e  causes  ]>at  meaen  a  nu^i  to  con- 
tncione  &  howe  he  schold^  be  contrite'  &  what  con- 
tricioun  availed  to  )>e  soulef  [129]  ^an  is  it  ^usf 
]}at  contricion  is  ]7e  verrei  sowe  fai  a  man  receyue]) 
in  his  hert  for  his  sinnes  vfitJi  sadde  purpos  to  schriuen 
him  &  to  do  penance  And  to  do  neuer  more  sinne. 
[130]  IT  And  pis  sorwo  schal  bien  in  j^is  manere  As  8ei]>o 
seinte  Bernard.  It  schal  be  greuous  &  heuy  &  ful 
scharpe  &  poynant  in  hertef  [131]  ffirst  for  a  man  ha]> 
gult  his  Ion}  &  his  makeref  &  mor  scharp  & 
poynant 5  for  he  ha]?  agilte  his  fader  celestial!  [132]  & 
jit  more  scharp  &  poyna/^tf  For  he  h&pQ  a-wre])J)ed  & 
agQte  him  pat  bouht  himf  pat  withe  his  precious  blode 
hap  deliuerd  vs  £ro  pe  bandes  of  sinne  And  fro  pe 
cruelte  of  pe  deueL  And  fro  pe  peynes  of  heH  i 

[133]  IT  The  causes  pat  ouhte  to  meue  a  man  to  con- 
tricion bien  .vj.  If  First  a  man  schal  romembre  him  of 
his  sinnes  1  [134]  bot  loke  pat  pat  <  remem- 
brance be  to  him  no  delite  be  no  wcye  bot  grette  schame  i 
&  sorwe  For  his  gUte.  For  lob  seipe.  Sinfulmen  dop 
werkes  worpi  of  confession  [135]  If  And  pere  for  seipe 
Ezechiele  .L  wil  remer^zbro  me  al  pe  jeres  of  my  lif 
in  bittemesse  of  myn  hertef  [136]  And  god  seipe  in  pe 
Apocolips.  Eemembre  30  Ixo  wemmes  pat  hue 
faiit  For  be  fome  pat  time  pat  je  sinned  je  weren  po 
chlldem  of  god.  &  lyme  of  pe  Kegne  of  god^i  [137]  II  Bot 
for  30ure  sinne  30  bien  wax  pral  &  foulo  & 
membres  of  pe  fende  f  hate  of  Angeles  Sclaundre  of  holy 
cherche.  And  foode  of  pe  fals  serpent  perpetuel  matiere 
of  pe  fire  of  heH.  [138]  And  pat  more  foule  &  abom- 
inable for  30  trespasen  so  oft  timef  as  dope  pe  hounde 
^at    tornep    to    eten    his    spewyngef     [139]    ^^   V^, 
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bioB  je  foolor  for  jonre  longs  continumge  in  eiimef  & 
jooie  sinfal  vsagef  For  wMchs  je  be  roten  in  jonia 
aiime  as  a  beete  in  hU  donge  [140]  %  Suche  nuuicre  of 
^uhtes  makeii  a  man  to  bane  acbame  for  lus  sinna 
&  no  dolitef  Aa  god  BeiJ«  be  f&  propbete  Ezecbiele. 
[141]  je  scbol  ramembre  jowo  of  jouro  weiesf  &  fd 
acbol  displosen  jone  eofdy '  H  Sinnes  bion  ^  weies  ))iit 
leden  folk  to  belt  f 

[141]  H  )ie  Becnndo  caose  |iat  auhto  to  make  a  man 
b>  hauo  disde/no  of  ainno  ia  ^ie !  ^  ^t  as  seipo  soint 
FctiQ '  Who  so  dope  sinne  is  )iiBlt  of  '  sinne !  If  And 
■inno  pattc))  a  man  in  grete  Jiraldomaf  [143]  And  }en 
for  soifie  pe  pntpbete  Kzechiele  ■  L  went  sorweful  in 
di^duiiio  (jf  my  s«lfi:i  %  Certce  wele  oiilit  a  laaii 
to  UauB  disdeine  of  sjniio  &  wif-Jrawo  biiu  fro  fat 
fraJdumo  &  vclaniui  [144]  And  lo  wlinttc  scijw  Soneca 
in  fia  matii:rf '.  (loulio  .1.  wistc  Jiat  goJ 
noy|v.ro  man  no  scboido  ncuor  knowo  it!  Jit 
ivuldo  .1.  hauQ  disduine  for  to  do  sinne.  [145]  It  Tlitt 
same    Seneca,    seifie    .1,    nm    bunie    to   gmttcr    (lingis 

fan  to  bo    (icatt  to   nie    boJyc,    [ no  gap 

in  MS.  .  .  .  .]  [146]  Blon;  a  Jiralle  may  no  man  no 
womman  make  of  bis  bodi  f^an  jiue  hia  body 
to  sijme !  [147]  A  wore  it  \a  fuuleat  cbcrle  or  fa 
foultat  womman  fot  li.'ui:fi  &  luste  of  value  jito  la  he 
cliaungcd  &  moete  foulc  it  more  in  at-niitutef  [148]  Emr 
fro  fc  hicrfl  dcgre  fat  a  man  fallef  fe  more  ho  ia 
f  ratt  '.  And  more  vnto  god  &  to  f '  worldc  vile  &  aboiiiin- 
ablof  [149]  If  O  good  god  welo  ouht  men  banc  diadcyne 
of  siuuu :  Hcfpcn  fat  furube  sinne  fen)  ha  was  £m 
now  is  bo  makcd  bonde  [150]  IT  And  fore  for  seifio  acinto 
AustinQ.    K  fou    liaue    disdcine    of   fi    si^ruont    ii    ho. 
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s^niant  &  }xbE  to  sinne  &  sore  HenQ'  aschamed 
of  hem  selff  [153]  ^at  god  of  liis  enles  goodenesee 
ha])  sette  hem  in  hihe  astate  or  ^euen  hem  wi^  strenke]) 
of  body.  hele  beaute.  prospmtef  [154]  & 
bouht  hem  fro  de])  with  his  hert  blodef  ^at 
pel  so  Ynkindely  a^eines  his  gentillesse  whiten  him  so 
velenslyo  to  slauhter  of  here  owen  sowles  [155]  IT  O 
goode  god.  30  wemmen  j^at  bien  of  so  grete  beaute  f 
remembrej)  jowe  of  pe  prouerbe  of  Salomon,  he  sei])e 
[156]  A  faire  womman  fat  is  a  fole  of  hir  bodyf 
is  like  to  a  ringe  of  golde  ])at  were]?  in  ])e  groyne  of  a  sowe 
[157]  IT  For  riht  as  a  sowe  wrote J>  in  enery  ordure  f  So 
wrote))  sche  hir  beaute  in  stinkeinge  ordur  of  sinne 

[158]  H  The  ))red  cause  fat  ouht  to  meue  a  mtm. 
to  contricione  is  y  drede  of  fo  daie  of  dome  &  of  po 
orribles  peynes  of  heH  for  as  seint  lerom  aeipo, 
Att  euery  time  fat  me  remembref  of  po  daie  of  dome  .1. 
quake  5  [160]  For  whan  .1.  ete  or  drink  or  do  what  so  .1. 
do  eucr  semef  mo  fat  fe  trompe  souncf  in  myne  eref 
[161]  Risef  ype  fat  bien  dede  &  commef  to  fe 
lugement  [162]  of  godf  If  Muche  ouht  iche  man  to 
drcdo  suche  a  lugement  fere  as  we  scholne  bue  aH 
as  seif  seif  e  seint  Poule  Be  feme  f  e  strete  of  oure  lorde  ihegu. 
crist.  [163]  Where  as  30  schal  maake  a  general  con- 
grcgacio7mf  Wher  as  noman  mai  be  absent!  [164]  For 
certes  fere  ne  availef  none  assoyene  ne  excusacionf 
[165]  And  not  onely  fat  oure  fautes  sohal  bu 
lugedf  bot  eke  fat  al  oure  werkes  schal  openli 
be  knowe  i  [166]  And  as  seif  e  seint  Bemarde.  There  ne 
schal  no  pledynge  availe  ne  no  sleiht  f  we  schohie  jeucn 
Kekenynge  of  euery  Idel  worde  [167]  If  There  schal  we  haue 
a  luge,  fat  maie  nouht  be  deccyued  ne  corruppte  f  And  whi 
for  al  oure  fouhtes  biene  discouerde  as  to  himf 
ne  for  preier  ne  for  meede  he  wil  not  be  corrupted: 
[168]  And  f  eref  or  soife  Salomon,  fe  wraffe  of  god  wol 
nou^t  bue  corrupte  f  And  f  erfor  seif  Salomon  i  Tho  wrecho 
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of  god  ne  wil  noaht  spare  no  wight  for  praier  ne  for  jeft  5  And 
yere  fore  att  fe  dale  of  dome  pere  is  none  hope  to  escape  f 
[169]  wherefore  as  seij^e  Anselme  IT  Ful  grete 
angnysche  ^Scholne  fe  sinful  folke  hare  att  ^at  timef 
[170]  IT  l)ere  schal  be  fe  steren  &  y  wroje  luge f  site  abonef ' 
And  vnder  him  ]>e  orrihle  patte  of  hett  open  to  de- 
stroy him  pat  mot  he  knowe  his  [.  .  .  no  gap  in  the  MS.] 
sinnes  openly  he  schewde  he  fome  god  &  he  for 
eaa?7  creature  5  [171]  And  one  fe  left  side  mo  deneles 
]^an  hert  maio  ]nnk  for  to  haryef  &  to  drawe 
]»e  sinful  sowles  to  ]»e  peine  of  hettf  [172]  and  wtt& 
inne  ])e  hertes  of  folke  schal  he  pc  hyteinge  conscience  f 
And  vnf  onto  for|»  schal  he  pe  world  al  hemeynge 
[173]  ^  Wheder  schal  J>an  fe  wrichetl  sinfiil  sonle  flee 
to  hide  hime.  Cartes  he  maie  nou^t  hide  himf  he  most 
y  com  forye  &  schcwe  him  [174]  For  cortes  as  seip 
scint  lerom.  The  er^  schal  cast  him  onto  of  him  5 
&  ^  see  also  &  )>^  eyre  also  ^t  schal  he  M  of 
))onder  clappes  &  lyhtnyngesf  [175]  Nowe  so^ly 
who  so  wil  rememhre  of  ]»is  ))inges  .1.  gesse 
)»it  his  sinnes  schal  nouht  tame  him  into  delitef  bote  to  grete 
Rorwe  for  drede  of  peyne  of  hdlf  [176]  And  fere 
for  sei])  lob  to  god  f  If  Suffur  lorde  pat  .1.  maie  a  while  he 
waile  &  wepe  ar  .1.  go  5  &  wepe  withe  outen  retomeinge  to  pQ 
derke  lande.  conered  wtt^  y  derkenesse  of  depe  [177] 
to  y  londe  of  Misese  &  of  derkenesse  where  as  is 
schadowB  of  depef  where  as  is  none  oper  or- 
dinance hot  grisly  drede  pat  ener  schal  last  [178] 
IT  lo  hers  may  je  seen  pat  lob  preide  respite  a  while 
to  he-wepe  &  weile  his  trespas.  For  sopely  o  daie  of 
Bespite  is  better  pan  al  pe  tiesonre  of  pis  werlde.  [i  79]  IT  And 
for  alsomnche  as  a  man  mai  aqnite  him  self  hef ome  god 
be  penitence  in  pis  werlde  &  nouht  he  treso?ir  i  pere  foie 
scholde  he  preye  to  god  to  jeue  him  respite  a  while  to 
be  wepen  &  be  weilen  his  trespas  f  [180]  fibr  certes  al 
pe  sorwe  pot   a   man   myht   make  fro   pe   hegynynge 
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of  ^  werld  is  bot  a  luytel  J^inge.  att  fe  legarde  of  ye  sorwe 
of  hd^  [i8i]  IT  The  cause  whi  ]»at  lob  calle])  h^ 
ye  londe  of  derknessef  [182]  yndeistonde])  pat  he 
clepe]>  it  ye  londe  of  er])e  for  it  is  stable  &  neaer  sahal 
faile  dereknessef  ffor  he  ]>at  is  in  heU  ha]>e  defante  of 
Hht  ifLateiialf  [183]  fifor  certes  ye  derk  liht  yat  schal 
come  oute  of  ye  fire  ))at  eu^  schal  heme'  schal  tome 
him  al  to  peine  ])at  is  in  heli:  5  fiEbr  it  schewe])  him  to  ye 
orrible  deneles  yat  him  torment.  [184]  'Conerd  "wiy 
ye  derkenesse  of  deye  [ 

[18s] 

no  gap  in  the  MS.]  bien  ^e  sinnes  f  yni  ye  wrecched  man 
ha]ye  dof  Whiche  ^at  distonrben  him  to  see  ye  face 
of  godf  riht  a  derke  cloude  be  twez  vs  &  ^e 
Sonne  f  [186]  londe  of  mjsesef  because  ^at  yere  hue 
yre  manere  of  defantes  ajeynes.  yre  ])ingesf  ]»at  foike 
in  yiB  werlde  hane  in  yia  present  liff  y&i  is  to  seief 
Honours,  delices.  &  Kiches.  [187]  If  A3ein68  honot^r 
hane  ^i  in  hell:  schame  5  &  confusione  f  [188]  ffor  wele  ;e 
weten  J)at  men  clepen  honour  ye  renerence  yeX  men 
don  to  manf  Bot  in  heH  is  none  honour  ne  renerencef 
ITor  certes  no  more  renerence  schal  be  do  to  a 
kJnge  ^an  to  a  knane  f  [189]  If  For  whiche  go[d]  sei^e  be 
^e  prophet  leremye.  Thilke  folke  ^at  me  dispisen  schal 
bue  in  dispite  [190]  If  Honour  is  eke  cleped  grete  lod- 
schipe  f  Thaxe  schal  no  wight  seruen  oj^^re  bot  of  harme  & 
torment  f  Honour  is  eke  cleped  grete  dignite  &  hihe- 
nesse  bot  in  hel  schal  yei  be  al  for-troden  of  deuelsf 
[191]  Ab  god  ^sei])ef  Orrible  deuels  schal  comen  ft 
gone  ypon  ye  heuedes  of  dampned  folk  5  And  yliB 
is  for  also  muche.  ^e  hiher  y&t  ]^ei  were  in  yis  present 
liff  ye  more  schal  yei  buen  abated  &  defouled  in 
hxSti  [192]  IT  A^eine  ye  riches  of  )ris  werld  schal 
ye  haue  mjsese  of  pouertef  And  yia  pouert  schal  be 
feuxe  ^inges.   [193]    in    defaute  of   tresour    of   whiche 
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Haaid  seifo  fe  riche  folte  fat  enbrasen  &  coneten 
in  bR  herte  fe  tresoTire  of  |)i3  werlde '  echolne  slepe  in  [)e 
slepeinge  of  de^  As  no  ])inge  ecbal  f>ei  findcn  in 
tl  hir  handee  of  hire  tresour  [194]  V  And  more  aaen  )ra 
Hiaeoe  of  b^  sclu^  bon  in  defante  of  mete  & 
drinke  i  [195]  ffor  god  sei|>  Jiob  be  moyaca  f  Thei  echolne 
bo  waatede  vip  hunger  &  ]w  berdes  of  heU  achal 
deuooren     Mm    vip     bittei    dep     An     ^    gal    of     Jie 

diagon  [. no  gap  in  ihe  MS.^ 

hir  morsd!  [196]  And  for^r  ouere  hire 
mysese  Bchal  buen  in  dcfaute  of  clo|ieinge '.  for  Jiei  schal 
be  nake  in  body  as  in  clof  inge '.  sane  pa  fire  in  whiche 
P^  bimof  &  ojwre  fel^es  [197]  &  naked  Bchal 
^i  bion  in  Boule  of  ai  manere  of  vertneef  whiche  ^ 
ia  p%  clojwinge  of  eoolef  //  Whei  bae  |ian  fio  goio 
Bobee  &  p^  Boft  echetoa  &  pQ  amale  schertesf  [198] 
Jji  what  seijie  god  of  hem  be  pfi  prophet  Taaye  f 
^t  vndei  hem  schal  he  strewed  mouhtea '.  &  har« 
ooofrtoors  schal  be  of  ^  wermcs  of  heH.  [199]  And 
fer|>er  ouere  hire  mpese  schalbe  in  defanta  of 
frendoaf  For  ho  is  nonjt  ponor  |iat  hafe  goode  frondos 
bott  pen  is  no  frende!  [200]  ffot  ncyper^  god  na 
preatnre  schatt  be  frende  to  hem '.  And  enery  of  hem 
Bchal  haten  opera  wi{i  dedeli  hatef  [aoi]  pe  sowics  of 
pe  doubtem  schal  rebellen  ajeines  fadei  &  modcr 
ft  kinrede  ajeines  kinredo'  &  cbidcn  and  dispisen 
Iche  of  hem  ojiere  bo^e  daie  &  nyghtf  IT  As  god  sei^ 
be  pe  prophete  Mechiaa  [202]  And  J>e  loueynge  chiJdem 
|iat  whilom  loued  so  fleschely  eueryche  o^ere  wolden 
oneryche  of  hem  eten  ofwre  if  Jal  rayht !  [203]  ffor  howe 
schold  )>ei  loiion  hem  to  geder  in  pa  peine  of  hett  whan  fiei 
hatedeneuerychoof  hemo))eroEy^eTin])e  prosp«rite  of  |>is  lif 
[104]  %  For  tmste  wele  here  fie&chely  louo  was  dedely  hate 
Its  seitio  po  prfiphete  dauid.  V  Wo  so  ^  loae^  wikked- 
noese '.  he  hatef  hia  soule '.  [205]  And  who  |)at  hatet* 
hia  owcn   soulcf    certes   he   may  louo  none  opttr  wight 

LAKSDOWNB   616  (S-T.  609) 


SIX-TEXT   603 

OBoup  I.  §  2.  PAB80N*8  TALE.  Lansdowiie  MS.  617 

in  no  maneref  [206]  And  perht  in  lieti  is 
no  frenschippe  £ot  euar.  j^e  more  fflessly  kinred 
pat  buen  in  hetif  ye  more  curseiQge  &  J>e  more  chide- 
inge  fe  more  dedely  hate  pere  is  ymonge  hemf 
[207]  And  fer])ere  ou^re  ])ei  scholen  haue  defaut  of  al 
manere  delicesf  For  whi  J>e  delites  bene  ])e  Appetites 
of  ]>e  five  wittesf  as  sihtf  hereyngef  Sauereingef  Smel- 
ingef  &  toucheingel  [208]  £ot  in  heli  here  siht  schal  be 
ful  of  derknesse  &  smoke  f  &  ful  of 
teres  f  And  here  hereinge  ful  of  waymentynge  &  of 
grontinge  of  te])e  As  sei])  ihe^u  crist  [209]  Her  nose- 
]>relles  schal  be  ful  of  stinkinge  stinkef  And  as  sei])e 
ysayas  fe  prophete.  Here  Saue?'einge  schal  be  ful  of  bitter 
galll  [210]  And  toucheinge  of  hire  body  conerd 
vnp  fire,  fai  nener  schal  be  quenched!  and  vnp  wormes 
])at  neuer  aohaSi  dijen.  As  god  seide  be  po  moiipe  of 
Isaye*  [211]  And  for  alsomuche  as  fei  schol  not  wene 
pat  pei  mei  deyen  for  peyne.  &  be  hire  dep  flie  fro 
peynef  pat  nude  vnder-stonde  be  pe  worde  of  lobe* 
pot  seip  pere  ^as  is  pe  schadow  of  depef  [212]  Certes 
a  schadowe  hape  likenesse  of  pe  pinge  of  whiche  it  is 
.schadow  f  Bot  pe  schadowe  is  nouht  pe  same  pinge  of  whiche 
it  is  schadowe  [213]  Eiht  so  farep  pe  peyne  of  heHf  It  is 
like  depe  for  pe  angwysshe  orrible  And  whief  ffor  it 
peynep  hem  euere  as  pouhe  men  schold  dyen  anone  1  Bot 
certes  pel  schol  not  deye  [214]  %  For  as  seipe  seint 
Gregorie  to  wrecched  kaytlfes  schal  be  depe  wit/i  owten 
dep  f  And  ende  wip  outen  ende  f  And  defaute  with  oute 
fiBoleingel  [215]  ffor  here  dep  schal  alwey  lyfef  And  here 
ende  schal  euermore  be  ginne  f  And  here  defaute  schal  nouht 
faile  [216]  IT  And  pere  fore  seip  seint  lohn  pe 
Euai^ngeUste  •  Thei  schal  folowen  dep  &  pei  schal 
nouht  Unden  him  f  And  pei  desiren  to  deye  f  And  dep 
schal  flye  fro  hem  f  [217]  And  Eke  lob  seip  f  pat  in  heH 
is  none  order  of  Reule  f  [2 1 8]  If  And  1^  be  it  so  pat  god  hape 
created    al     pinge     in     riht    ordre     &    nopinge    "^^^ 
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onten  order!  Bot  al  J^inges  bene  onleyned  &  nom- 
bredf  ^ete  navies  pei  y&i  bue  dampned  bien  no 
^inge  in  ordre  ne  holde  no  ]>inge  in  ordre.  [219]  ffor  ye 
erpe  acbal  bere  hem  no  frayte.  [220]  For  as  ye  propbet 
eei^  dauid  i  God  achal  destraye  ^e  fniyte  of  ye  etye  as 
fro  hem  5  ne  water  scbal  jeue  hem  no  moystor.  ne 
ye  eyer  no  refrisaheinge  f  ne  fire  no  lybtf  [221]  For  as 
sei^  seint  Basilef  The  bimeinge  of  ye  fire  of  yia 
werlde  schal  god  gif  in  beH  to  hem  ^t  bu  dampned  f 
[222]  Bot  ye  liht  &  ye  derenesse.  schal  be  jouen  in 
to  heuen  to  Yds  childemef  Eiht  as  ye  good  man  gifie^ 
flesshe  to  his  childeme  and  bones  to  his  hondesf  [223] 
And  for  )>ei  schol  haue  none  hope  to  escape  sei^ 
lobe  i  Att  ye  lasts  f  ya,t  yere  schold  onoure  &  gn'sely  drede 
dwel  wiy  oaten  endef  [224]  Orronr  is  alwei  drede 
of  harme  ^at  is  to  comme  I  And  yis  drede  schal  euer  dwell 
in  ye  hertes  of  hem  ^t  bu  dampned  IT  And  for  ^t 
hane^  y^  lome  al  hera  hope  for  yij.  causes  i  [225]  ffirst 
for  god  pat  is  hira  Inge  schal  bue  -wiy  oaten  mercy  to 
hem.  Ne  ]>ei  may  not  plese  him  ne  none  of  his 
halowes  ne  J»ei  maie  ^eae  no  )>inge  for  hire  Eaonsonf 
[226]  Ne  yei  haue  no  voice  to  speke  to  himf  ne  yei 
maie  not  fli^e  fro  peine  ne  yei  haue  no  goodenesse  in 
hem  pat  yei  maie  schew  to  deliner  hem  fro  peine  5 
[227]  V  And  perefore  aeiye  Salomon  ye  wykked  mail 
deyep  i  And  whan  he  is  dede  he  schal  haae  no  hope  to 
ascape  fro  peyne  [228]  IT  Who  so  schame  will  wele  m- 
derstonde  pes  peynes  &  be  pinke  him  wele  pat  he 
hape  deseraed  pilke  peynes  for  his  sinnesf  Certes  he 
schold  haae  more  talent  to  sike  &  to  wepef  pan  for 
to  singen  &  to  pleyf  [229]  IT  For  as  seip  Salomon. 
Who  so  pat  hadde  pe  science  for  to  knowe  1  pe  peynes  pat 
buen  pat  ystabUsshed  for  sinnef  he  wold  maake 
soTwef  [230]  If  pilke  science  as  seipe  seinte  Anstine. 
Makep  a  man  to  we3naent  in  his  herte  i 

[231]    IT  ^'pe  ferpe  point  pat  ouhte  maake    a    man 
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haue  contricion  is  )ie  Borwefiil  remembrance  of  ])a 
goode  }iat  he  haf  lost  to  done  here  in  or}ie!  And 
eke  good  fat  he  h&y  lomef  [231]  Sofiely  ^e  goode 
nerkes  fat  he  ha|i  lostef  oyper^  fei  bien  fa  goode 
werkes  (mt  he  ha^  viouht  ei  he  fett  in  to  dedely  einne. 
or  elles  fe  goode  workea  fat  he  wrouht  while  he  laie 
in  sinne.  [233]  Sojiely  fe  gode  werkes  fat  ho  dide 
befome  fat  he  feH  in  sinne  bien  al  mortified  &  astoned '. 
&  dullede  bo  fe  oft  ainynge  [234]  H  fo  tofer 
goode  werke  ])at  he  wrouht  whiles  he  ley  in 
ainne!  ]>ei  bien  Ttterly  dode  as  to  )ie  lif  perdurable  in 
benen  [135]  IE  fan  felke  goode  werke  fat  bien 
*  mortified  be  oft  ainyngo !  Whiche  good  werkes  he  dide 
whiles  he  was  m  charitef  ne  mowen  neuere  quyken  ^eine 
wit&onten  prrfite  penitence  [336}  And  ferfore  sei^  god 
be  fa  moufpe  of  ezeohielf  That  is  fe  rihtfiUman  re- 
tome  ajcine  from  his  rihtwisnesae  &  to  worche  wikked- 
nesse  schal  he  leuo  [^37]  naye  ffor  al  fe  goode  werkes 
fat  haf  wronht  ne  schohie  neaer  hue  in  remembraunce  f 
ffor  he  schal  deye  in  sinne  [238]  f  And  vpon  filke 
chnpeter  seif  seint  Gregorie  fus  fat  we  scholde  vndeis 
stonde  fis  pr/ncipaly.  [239]  That  whanne  we  do  dedely 
sinne !  it  is  for  nouht  fan  to  leheras  or  to  drawe  in  to 
memoiie  fe  good  werkes  fat  we  haue  wrouht  befome! 
[340]  %  For  certea  in  fe  woicheinge  of  dedely  sinne: 
f  «re  is  no  traste  to  no  good  werke  fat  we  ban  done  to  fore : 
fat  is  to  seine  As  for  to  haue  fere  byef  fe  lif  per- 
doisble  in  benen  f  [241] 

fio  gap  in  the  MS.']  whan  we 

haue  eontmionei  [242]  Bott  sofely  fe  goode  werkes  fat 
men  done  whiles  foi  bien  in  dedely  eynne!  ITor  as  muche 
as  pei  woren  done  in  dedely  siune  fei  m.iy  neupi-e  wliiken 
ajeine!  [243]  ffor  eevtes  finge  f'lt  neuer  hadde  litf  may 
noMer  qivykyne  '■  IT  And  naf ulea '.  Albeit  fat  f ei 
aveile   noubt    to    himn    fc    lif    ["■/■iliirnlilii  i    }it.    aveilyn 
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brance  of  )ie  tiaveylaa  ^at  onie  lorde  iheaa  crist  BaSced  in 
precheingef  [257]  his  weiettesse  intraTsiloingef  bistempb- 
acions  whan  he  fasted  f  his  longe  wakeinges  whan  he 
praidef  his  tores  whan  pat  he  'wopte  for  pyte  of 
goods  peplef  [>58}  ^  ^or  &  ])e  Bchame  &  ]>o 
fil^e  ^t  mem  seiden  to  him  oft!  pe  fouls  apitteiugef 
fat  men  epittea  on  his  facef  of  ]>e  buffetes  (rat  men 
;aue  him!  of  fe  foulo  moajies:  &  of  )»  re- 
prones  ^t  men  to  him  seyden!  [259]  of  ^  n&ylea 
witA  ))e  whiche  he  was  nailed  to  ))e  crosa  and  of  al  ^ 
temenant  of  hb  passion  }>at  he  sufTred  for  my  sinnes 
And  no^inge  for  hia  gilte '.  [360]  And  je  scholne  vndei- 
(tonde  ^at  in  man  einne  is  enery  manei  of  order 
of  oidinanco  turned  vp  so  doune!  [161]  ffor  it  is  bo]»! 
fat  god.  &  reeoQ  &  sensualite  &  fe  body  of  man! 
baen  so  ordeined!  fat  euer  ycbo  of  fia  fonre  finges 
Khold  haue  lordachipe  oui»-  Jiat  ofer  [262]  As  fua!  As  fus 
God  scbold  bane  lordescbip  oner  reaon!  &  resone  ouere 
lensnalite!  And  aensualite  ou«re  )>e  body  of  man! 
[263]  B»it  BOfely  whan  man  ainneji  al  f  order  of 
ordenance  is  turned  vp  so  doune!  [264]  And  {mr  fore 
)>an  for  also  muche  as  fe  resofi  of  man  wU  noubt  be 
■abiette  no  obeisant  to  god  fat  is  lord  be  riht!  ]wra 
for  lesef  he  fe  lordschip  fat  be  scbolde  baue  in 
unsnalite!  and  eke  ouere  fe  body  of  man!  [265]  And 
wbie  For  senaualile  lebellef  ajein  reson !  And 
fat  ways  lesef  reson  his  loidachip  oner  sensualite 
ii  oner  fe  body!  [366]  For  ribt  as  reson  is  rebelle  to 
god !  Biht  BO  is  bof  e  sensoalite  rebel  to  reson.  & 
f*  man  also!  [267]  t  And  certes  fia  ordinance  & 
}m  roWllion  ouw  lonle  ib(>j!u  crist  \)ouht  vpon  his 
|ireciouse  body  fill  dere  And  herkenef  in  wbiche  wyse! 
[268]  fFor  as  muche  fan  is  resoii  rebel  to  god!  fare 
t'ure  is  man  worfi  to  haue  sorwe  t  &  to  be  dede ! 
[269]  fis  sulfurd  ouie  lorde  ih»m  for  man  after  fat 
bo  luul  be  bytmyede  of  his  diRciple  And  distreyncU  & 
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boande  so  ^ot  ]>e  blode  braste  oute  att  enerj  nayle  of  bis 
handes  as  sei)^  seint  Aostine  [270]  IT  And  for^ermore 
for  as  mnche  fat  reson  of  man  wil  nou3t  daunte  aensa- 
alite  whan  it  male  f  perefore  is  man  wor])i  to  bane  scbamef 
And  fua  snfiEred  oore  lorde  ihetu  criste  i  for  man  f  whan  ]iei 
spitten  in  bis  yesage  //  [271]  And  ieifere  ouere  for  as 
mucbe  ])an  pat  fe  kajtif  body  of  mafi/  is  rebel 
bo])e  to  resotf n  /  &  sensualite  f  And  pereiore  is  it  worpi  ^ 
de^ '  [272]  And  fia  sufFoide  oure  lorde  ihesn  criste  for  maa 
Tpon  ye  croys  where  as  pere  was  no  party  of  his  body 
fre  wtt^  owten  grete  pyne  &  bitter  passion  f  [273] 
And  al  pis  soffired  onre  lorde  ibera  criste  ^at  neuere  for  fete 

[■ 

no  gap  in  the  MS."]  IT  To  mecbel  am  .L  peyned  for  )» 
same  ])inges  ]>at  .1.  neuer  des^niede  And  to  mucbel  defouled 
for  frendscbipe  ^at  man  is  wor^i  to  bauef  [274]  And  pen^ 
fore  maie  pe  sinnful  man  wele  saie.  as  sei]»e  seint  Bernard  f 

Acorsed  be  pQ  buttemesse  f  [ 

no  gap  in  the  M8^     [275]  ffor  certes 

after  p^  dinerse  discordance  of  oure  wikkednesse  was  pQ  pas- 
sion of  oore  lorde  ihe^ti  criste.  yordeinede  in  diuerse  ^iDges 
[276]  as  ])usf  IT  Certes  sinnful  mannes  soule  by-tiasede 
of  J>e  deuel  be  couetise  of  tempenle  prosperite  and 
scorned  be  deceyte  i  Whan  he  chese^  fleschely  delites  IT  And 
^it  is  he  tormented  be  impacience  of  aduersite  f  H  And  be- 
spctte  be  seniage  in  subieccione  of  sinne  f  and  att  pQ  last  it  is 
sleyne  fynaly  f  [277]  ffor  J^is  disordinance  of  sinnful  man. 
was  ihe^u  crist  first  betrayde  f  And  after  ))at  was  he  boande 
J>at  caw  for  to  ^  for  to  vnbynde  vs  of  sinne  &  of  peyne  1 
[278]  fan  was  he  bescorned  pat  only  scholde  be 
honoured  in  al  J?inges  be  al  ])inges.  &  of  al  )>ingesf  [279] 
IF  Than  was  his  fat  ouht  be  desired  to  be  seyne 
of  al  man  kindef  In  wliicbe  Angeles  desiren  to 
loken  vilansly  be-spittef  [280]  fan  was  he  scowiged 
fat  no  finge  had  gultef  &  fynally  fan  was  be 
crucified  And  sleyne  [281]  IF  fan  was  he  acompliced  fe 
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wcndes  of  TBsye!  He  -was  iroiinded  for 
oure  meadedes  &  defouled  1m  cure  valeynyea !  [aSa] 
If^owe  sejnn.  ^at  ihem  criste  toke  vpon  >iim  eelfe  fa 
pejne  of  al  oure  wikkednease '.  Muchel  ouht  sinful 
m&a  be-wepe  &  be-weile  |Mit  foi  his  einne  goddea  eoatie 
of  heuen  schold  al  fiis  peine  endure  [283]  V  The  aext 
jiinge  ^t  ouht  to  meue  a  man  to  contricione  is  jie  hopft 
of  )«  fiie  ])ingeaf  )iat  is  to  seine  foi^nenessef 
And  fe  ;eft  of  grace  wbIb  for  to  do!  And  fe  glory  of 
heuen  wiVc  fe  whiche  god  schal  gneidou  miin  for  his 
goods  dedesf  [284}  H  And  for  as  mnclio  as  ihe«a  crist! 
jife^  ra  fia  jeftes  of  bis  largesse  and  of  his  souereyne 
bountef  ^r  for  is  he  deped  Ihesus  nazarenua  rez 
iudeorum  '■  [285]  Tbesna  ya  to  sayue  aaneour  or  sal- 
uatioll  on  vhome  men  acholne  hope  to  hane  foi^enenesse  of 
sinnee  whiche  ^at  is  properly  saluacione  of  synnea' 
[286]  And  ^^or  seide  fe  Angel  to  loeephi  ^n 
clepest  his  name  ihenw  fat  schal  saue  his  peple  of  her 
sinnea!  [287]  And  here  of  sei^  eeinte  Peter  f  There  nys 
none  ofen  name  -rade  hauen  ^at  is  joue  to  any  man 

bot  only  [ no  gap  in  the  M8.]  Jhemu  [aSS] 

nazarenns.  Whiche  ie  ae  moche  to  seine  As  flonseheinge  in 
whiche  a  man  schal  hope  f  \e,i  he  ^at  jeue]r  him  remissiotni 
of  sinnesf  schal  jeu  also  him  grace  wele  to  do'  ^  For 
in  ))e  floure  is  )ra  hope  of  fniyte  in  tyme  comii^e  And  in 
foi^efoesae  of  sinnes  hope  of  grace  wele  to  dof  [189]  %  ,L 
was  att  ^e  dore  of  ^ine  herte  sei^  'ihems  and  cleped  for  to 
entre  V  He  ])at  opene^  to  roe  schal  haue  for-jeuenesse  of 
sinne!  [190]  L  wil  entre  iu  to  him  be  my  grace  And 
soupe  wi'tA  him  be  pe  good  werkes  Jiat  he  schal  done! 
whiche  werkea  bene  ^  foods  of  god '.  &  he  schal  soupe 
wi^  mef  be  ^  gret  loy  fat  schal  be  joue  to  him!  [391] 
Thns  man  hope  for  his  werkes  of  penance 
god  acholds  ^eue  him  hia  regne  as  he  behote))  him  in  fi 
gospel  f 

[292]   H    NijM'o   sclial    man    vnderstonil.'    iii    whiche 
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nunere  Bchal  be  his  ooDtricionf  .1.  ujr  ^  it  schal 
bue  YiiiaerKde  &  toUIe!  ))is  is  to  aei  a  nun  echil  be 
TKTKf  npeotant  for  al  his  eiunes  ^  he  hafi  done  in 
delite  of  hia  >ouht!  ffor  detite  ia  ful  periloos  i  [393]  ffbr  ^ 
bien  tno  manera  of  consentyngea  i  fai  one  of  hem  ia 
cleped  conseutjuge  of  aSeccioune  whan  a  man  ie  mev«d 
to  do  Bynne  &  delite^  him  Icmge  for  to  Jitnlce  on 
^t  ainne '.  [294]  He  ha^  resoo  ^t  p«rteyiiej>  wde  |)at 
it  b  ainne  ajrines  fe  lawe  of  god '.  [ 

no  gap  in  the  US.]  Al  ^obe 

hia  reaon  ne  conaent  nojt  to  do  ]>e  ainne  in  dede! 
[395]  jut  aeine  aomme  doctoura  psi  Buche  dalite  ^ 
dwelled  louge  is  M  periloosef  al  be  it  neoei-  so  lil«! 
[196]  And  alao  a  man  acholde  aonre  for  al  ^' 
^t  eaer  he  ha|)  desired  ajeinea  ])e  laws  of  'god  wtU 
p«rfite  conaentinge  of  reeounf  Soi  fere  of  ia  no  donte 
^t  it  ne  ia  dedely  sinnef  In  ]m  conaentynge  [297]  [.    .    . 

in  the  MS.]  &  in  to  ^e  dede '.  [298]  wbera  for  .1.  Mje  ^t 
many  men  ne  repenten  hem  neuere  of  anche  ^ohtes  it 
delicee  ne  nener  schreuen  hem  of  it  hot  onely  of  ^ 
dede  of  greta  ainnea  vtwaida.  [399]  where  for  -y.  saye 
yA  suche  vikked  delitea  &  wikked  ^ouhtea  bien 
anbtile  begilloura  of  bem  ^t  acbolne  be  dampned!  [300] 
More  ouere  man  onht  to  aorwen  For  hia  witked 
wordea !  as  for  hia  wikked  dedea  %  For  certca 
Jm  repentance  of  a  aingolet  ainne  and  noubte  repeiit  of  al 
hie  o)wra  ainnea  f  or  ellea  repent  him  of  al  bis 
ofiere  sinneaf  &  not  of  slngulere  ainne  maye  nonW 
aveile  [301]  %  For  certe*  almyhti  god !  ia  al  goode.  And 
Jierfor  he  for-jeneji  oA'.  or  elles  libt  nouht!  [302] 
And  here  of  Bei}ie  aeint  Aag^Btine.  I.  wote  certeinly  [303]  yA 
god  is  enmy  to  euery  sinner!  And  howe  fan  ha 
|)at  obeeme^  0  aynne  schal  he  haue  foi^naneaae  of  ^ 
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lemenant  of  his  opere  sinnes  f  N&j  f  [304]  IT  And  iorfere 

ouer.  contncion  acholde  be  woundes  sorwfulf  And  Ang- 

uisschousf    and    ferfot    ^eue])    him     god     pleynly    his 

mercj   And    J^^rfor   whan    Mi    soule   was    anguysshous 

wtt^     in     me     .L     had     remembrance     of     god     p&t 

my  ppeyer   myht  cow*  to  him  [305]  V  Forfere  oue?'e 

contncion  must  be  continue!  f  and  j^at  men  haue  sted- 

List  purpos   to  schriue  himf    &  for  to  amend  him  of 

hiB  lif  [306]  If  fifor  aopelj  whiles  contncion  lastep  man 

male    haue    hope    of   forjefnessef    And    of    ])is    come]) 

hate  of  sinne   pat  destruye)>  sinne  bo^e  in  him    selfe 

and  eke  in  opere  folke  as  his  powei'f  [307]  ffor  whiche  Notob«n^(ieq¥i 

sei))e  daoidf  ^e  pat  lonen  god  hate])  wikkednessef   For 

trostu^  wele  to  loue  godf  is.  for  to  loue  fat  he  loue]) 

&  hate  ^at  he  hate])e 

[308]  IT  The  last  ])inge  ^at  men  schal  vnderstond 
is  ^isf  where  of  availe])  contncion  f  I.  saie 
fat  sumtim  contr»cion  deliuer^  a  man  fro  sinne 
[309]  of  whiche  ^at  damd  8ei])ef  I.  saie  quod  dauii 
yat  is  to  saie  I  purposed  firmly  to  schryue  me  And 
]>ou  lorde  relesed  my  sinne  f  [310]  If  And  riht  so 
as  contricion  ne  veile])  nou3t  with  oute  sadd  purpos  of 

«crifte    [ no  gap  in  the  MS!] 

or  satisfaccione  wi])oute  contncione  [311]  IT  And 
more  contncion  distreyej)  J)e  prison  of  heH 
&  make^  waykel  And  feble])  ])e  strenge])es  of  ])e 
deuelesf  And  restori])  ])e  ^ift  of  ])e  holy  gostef  And 
of  al  yertues  [312]  &  interclense^  ])e  soule  of 
sinne  5  Ande  deliuere])  ])e  soule  fro  ^e  peyne  of  heH 
&  fro  ])e  compaignie  of  y  deuelS  And  fro  ^e  seruage 
of  synne  ^  And  restore])  to  al  goodes  espiritueles  in 
to  \q  compaignie  commonyoun  of  holy  kirke  [313] 
H  And  for])e7*e  owerei  it  make])  him  pat  was  wliilom 
soil  of  Ire.  to  be  ])e  sofi  of  grace  f  And  al  ^is  ])inges 
he  preue])  bo  holy  writtef  [314]  And  Jerefor  he  Jat 
wolde    sett    his    entent    to    ^ese    ])inges    he    war    ful 
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ivisef  ffi>r  eo^  lie  scholde  nooht  ^an  in  al  Iub  lif 
to  haue  conge  to  ainne  IT  Bot  fun  hu  body  &  al  hia  herte 
to  Jie  Stfmise  of  iheta  crista  f  And  fen  of  done  hiiu 
homoge  [315]  T  Sot  certea  otue  svete  lorde  ihera  criste 
ha^  span  TB  80  debonerly  in  oore  foljes!  ^t  if  he  ne 
Iiadd  pite  of  mannes  eoole  a  son  aoDge  miht  ve  al 
Binge  f  XzpUeit  pn'ma  pan  panitoncie 
ladpit  fMudk  pan.  einadem. 


[316]  pi-(«t    MS.Tm^^ ij^iumj 

The  secunde  parte  of  penitence  i  ia  confeesicm 
fat  i>  signe  of  contncioueE  [317]  Kow  echolns  je 
v&det-etande !  what  is  coof eesiotai  f  And  'And  whe^ 
it  oahte  nedee  to  be  or  nonef  And  irttiche 
^ingee  bene  coaenable !  to  Terrey  confession '. 

[318]  If  ffirat  achalt  ^a  vndentonde  fat  confeasioiai  ia 
verreye  scheweinge  of  ainnes  to  fe  prostef  [319]  fiis  is  to 
aeye  verralyf  ^t  he  mote  confesaen  him  of  idl  ^ 
condicions  ^t  be-Iongen  to  his  sinne  as  feifor^  aa  he 
can!  [3>o]  Al  mote  be  aaide  &  no^inge  ezcoaedf  hb 
hidde  ne  awnpped  And  nooht  auaunt  him  of  Ma  goods 
verkes  [311]  V  And  for^ere  ouere  it  is  necessarie  to  vndei^ 
atande  whense  fat  ainnes  Bpr:ngenf  snd  howe  f^ 
encresen '.  And  whiche  fen  biene 

[333]  of  aprtng^nge  of  sinnesf  As  aeijie  seint  Poole 
o&  fia  wise  IT  |)at  ribte  u  be  s  man  sinne  entied  firat 
iu  to  ^  wetlde  Si  ^ruht  ^t  sinne  deyede!  Biht  ao 
^ilke  de^  entie^  in  to  al  men  ^t  sinneden!  [313] 
And  (lis  man  was  Adam  be  whome  ^  sinne  entred  into 
^I's  werlde  whan  ^t  he  biakke  fe  commandement  of  god 
[334]  %  And  )wre  fore  he  fiat  firat  was  so  myhti  )Mit  b» 
Bcholde  not  bane  deiad  be-cam  snche  one  ^  him  must 
nedes  deie  !  whe^r  he  wolde  or  none !  £  al  his  pragenie 
^at  ia  in  pis  weilde  ^at  in  ))iU:e  mantra  ^nnen  [315]  IT  Loke 
fat    in    ^e    Btate    of    innocence    whan    Adam    &    £uo 
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nakede  weren  in  paradise  f  And  no])inge  echame  ne  hadden 
of  hei6  nakednesse.  [326]  How  fat  fe  serpent  ])at  was 
most  wyly  of  al  ofere  bestes  pat  god  had  maked 
seide  to  fe  womman  IT  Gommaunded  god  to  ^owe 
30  schold  noujt  of  euerj  tre  in  paradise  [327]  The 
womman  ansewaidf  Of  pe  £ruyte  quod  ache  of  pe  trees 
in  paradyse  we  feden  ts  hot  eopely  of  pe  fruyte  of  pe 
tre  )rakt  is  in  pe  myddel  of  paradise  f  God  for-bede  ts 
for  ete  ne  for  to  touche  it  lest  parauentour  we  schold 
deyenf  [328]  p^  serpent  seid  to  pe  womman  Nay 
nay  f  ^e  schol  non^t  deye  of  de}>e  i  for  so))e  god  wote  ^at 
what  daie  30  eten  ^ereof  ^ouxe  ey^en  schal  open 
And  je  scholne  hue  as  goddes  knowynge  goode  &  harme  f 
[329]  The  womman  sawhe  pat  p^  tre  was  good 
to  fedeinge  &  faire  to  pe  y^e  &  delitahle  to  ^e 
sihte  Sche  toke  of  p^  fruyte  of  ^e  tree  &  ete  of  itf  And 
)af  it  to  hir  husbonde  &  he  ete  1  And  anone  pe  ey^en  of 
hem  bo])e  opened  f  [330]  And  when  pat  ])ei  knewe 
pat  }>ei  weren  naked!  pe  sowde  of  fige  leues  in  manure 
of  breches  to  hiden  hir'  membres  f  [331]  IF  Here  maye  30 
see  ^at  dedely  sinne  ha])  furst  suggestion  of  pe 
fend^f  As  schewe})  here  be  Hadderf  And  afterward 
pe  delite  of  p*  flesche  as  8chewe])e  here  by  £aaf  And 
after  pat  pe  consentinge  of  pe  resozm  as  schewe})  be 
adamf  [332]  For.  truste})  wele  ^onhe  so  were  })at  pe 
fende  tempted  onef  pat  is  to  saie  pe  flesshe  And  pe 
flesshe  hadde  delite  in  ^e  beaute  of  pe  fruyte  defended! 
3ite  certes  til  ))at  re802£nf  ^at  is  to  seief  Adam  consen- 
tynge  to  pe  eteynge  of  pe  fruyte  ]>at  stode  hihe  in  p*  state 
of  Innocence  [333]  ^  Of  J)ilke  Adam  toke  we  pUke 
sinne  of  originale  for  of  him  flesshely  discended  bu  we  all  f 
and  engenderd  of  vile  &  corrupte  matierf  [334]  And 
whan  pe  soule  is  put  in  oure  bodye  riht  anone  is  con- 
tracte  originalo  sinne  f  And  pat  was  erst  bot  onely 
peyne  of  concupiscence  is  affcerewarde  boJ>e  peyne  & 
sinne!   [335]  And  fercfor  be  we  al  ybome  sonnes    of 
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wn.y.  Audof  dampnacioA  pei'durablef  if  it  nere  Baptisme 
^t  we  Kceynsn '.  whicfi  be-nymme]!  vs  ^  cnlpe  f  Bot  for 
so)fe  fe  pejut  dnel]e)i  wi'tA  tb  aa  fn  tempU'ciona  i  Whiclie 
peine  biht  coucnpiBcence  [336]  And  ^ia  coocupiscence 
whan  it  ia  wrongfully  disposed,  or  onteinte  in  man!  it 
make))  him  coney  ten  ^  conetise  of  flesshly  einne 
be  Biht  of  his  ey^!  Aa  to  erjwly  fiinges  IT  Aud 
eke  couetiae  of  hiheneaae  Be  pride  of  heitl/ 

[337]  ^ow  aa  for  to  apeke  of  |n  firste  conetise 
^t  ia  conuupiacence  after  ]»  lawe  of  owie  menibi«a 
{lat  weren  lawfulli  maked  and  be  rihtfnl  Ingge* 
went  of  god  [338]  .1.  saie  foralaomuchejiatmanianoubte 
obeiaaant  to  god  fai  ia  lorde  S  fan  for  is  fleeebe  to 
him  dieobeisant  ^otuhe  concnpiscence '.[. 

[339] 

.  .  .  ,  no  gap  in  the  MS.']  It  ia  impoasible  bot  he  be 
distempered  earn  time  and  noyde  in  his  fleaabe  to  sinne 
[340]  And  ]ns  ^inge  m&ie  nonht  faile '.  aa  longe  aa  ^t  leueji '. 
It  maie  wele  wax  feble  &  feile  be  verta  of  Baptime 
&  be  ^  grace  of  god  Jiorahe  penitence!  [341]  Bot 
fiUly  Bcbal  it  nen^re  qnencbe!  ))at  he  ne  acbal  som 
time  be  meued  in  himselff  Bot  he  were  al  refreyned  be 
aokenease  or  be  malaAce  of  sorcetye  or  colde  drinkes '. 
[343]  ^  For  wbatte  seif  aeinte  poolef  The  flesshe  couetijte 
ajeine  ^  apirit«f  And  Jie  spirite  ajeine  fo  flescbe.  fei 
bien  ao  contrarie!  &  eo  atrinen  fat  a  man  mai  noujt 
done  alwei  aa  he  wolde '.  [343]  The  aame  aei^e  aeinte  Ponle  i 
After  his  grete  penance  in  wat^  &  in  land '  In  water 
be  nyht  &  be  daye  io  grete  peiile  And  in  grete  peine 
inlandef  &infBmyne&in  purat!  incolde&  inclo])e8  waut^ 
yngef  And  ones  stormed  almoste  to ))ede^f  [344]  ?'^  ^''^ 
he  Alas  .1.  keytif  man  who  eclial  deliui^  roe  fro  ^  prison ; 
of  my  caitif  bodyf  [345]  T  And  aeint  lerom  whait  be 
longe  time  had  woned  in  deserte !  Where  as  lie  hadd  no 


contpaignie 

bot 

bestesf 

Wliere      as 

&^»    (fl-T.  Ull) 

be      badde 

^^^^^H 

no  mete  bot  erbea '.  &  water  to  hia  drink !  ne  no  bedde 
bot  )«  naked  erjief  For  whicbe  his  fiesshe  waa  bkc  as  an 
Etldopeu  for  faete  &  njhe  deatruyed  for  coldef  [346] 
jete  fleyde  he  fe  bimeynge  of  lycheri  boyled  in  al 
hia  body  [347]  IF  Where-for  .1.  wote  wele  sekurly  fat  fei 
bn  desceyuede  f&t  seine  fat  fei  ne  bien  noiijt  tempted  in 
her  bodyf  [348]  wittenesee  of  aeint  lame  |ie  Appostle 
fat  seife  fat  en^  whihte  is  tempted  in  his  owen  cos- 
capiscence :  fat  is  to  seye  fat  eneryche  of  va  hafe  matiec 
&  occasion  to  be  tempted  of  fe  norissheinge  of  einne 
fat  is  in  his  bodye  [349]  %  And  f erfore  seif  aeinte  lohfl 
in  fe  euonngeliste  f  If  fat  we  seine  fat  we  be  wif  outen 
einne  we  deceyuen  oureaelf  &  treufe  is  noult  in  vs  f 

[350]  ^  Ifowe  scholn  ]e  vnderstonde  in  what  manere 
ainne  waxef  &  encresef  in  manf  The  fiist 
finge  ia  filke  norischeinge  of  sinne  of  whicho  .L  spak 
be  fome  filke  concupiscence!  [35^]  And  after 
fat  comrnef  f*  snggestione  of  f e  deuel  f  fis  is  to  eeie 
fe  deueles  belye  fe  whiche  he  blowef  in  man  fe  fire 
of  concupiscence  [353]  V  And  after  fat  a  man  be- 
finkef  bjm  whefere  he  wil  do  nr  none  filk  finge 
to  whiche  he  is  tempted  f  [353]  And  fan  if  fat  a 
man  wif-etande  and  weife  fe  fiiate  entiseinge  of  hia 
flesshe  and  of  ofe  fende'  fan  is  it  no  sinne  f  And  if 
so  be  fat  he  do  not  so  fan  felef  he  anone  ft  flamme 
of  delite !  [354]  and  fan  it  is  goode  to  be  ware  &  to  kepe 
him  wele !  or  elles  he  wil  fidl  anone  in  to  consentynge  of 
siunef  And  'fan  wil  he  do  it  if  he  maye  haue  time 
&  space '.  [355]  And  of  f  is  matier  aeif  Moyses  be 
fe  deuel  in  fismaneref  The  fende  fende  seife  .1.  wil 
chace  &  pursewe  fe  man  be  wikked  suggeationes ! 
and  .L  wil  hente  him  be  moveinge  or  stereinge  of 
einne  ^  And  .L  wiH  departe  my  priae  or  my  preye  be  de- 
liberacion  &  my  lust  schal  bne  complised  in  delice! 
I.  wil  drawB  my  ewerde  in  consentinge '.  [356]  It  For  certes 
riiit  as  as  ii  swiTiie  dp|i.irtv[i  a.  fiiiigr;  in  Uv,'  yx.'n^'''.  liihl 
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ao  conflentinge  departej>  god  bo  man.  ^  And  Jian 
Til  -L  ale  him  vttA  inyne  lionde  in  de^  of  sinnef  fns 
•ei^  fa  fende.  [357]  Tor  certes  fan  is  a  man  al 
<^e  in  eonlef  And  ^os  is  sione  comptised  b;  Umpt- 
acion  be  delite  &  be  conBeDtynge !  And  ])an  is 
unofl  cleped '.  a  *  uuiel !  C  nflAr  Hta] 

[358]  %  For  ao^  sinne  is  in  two  manure!  eyfere 
it  ia  VBUisle  sinne  ot  dedelj  sione  8o^e  whan  men  love^ 
any  creatoie  mora  paa  iheni  ciiste  oms  creatow  ^an 
ia  it  dddely  (diuie  t  Anrl  venial  sioiie  is  if  man  loue 
ih«ni  criat  lease  ^an  him  onhtf  [359]  The  dede  for  Bo|re 
of  }iis  venial  BJnne  ia  ftd  jMiilous.  For  it  amennee^ 
)ie  lone  fat  men  schold  bane  to  god  mora  &  mora! 
[360]  H  And  ^erfoT  ii  a  man  charge  mora  him  self  wip  suche 
mony  venial  tinnee  certoe  bot  if  it  ao  be  Jnt  he  sum 
tym  dischaig«  him  be  schiift'  Jiei  maie  fnl 
lihtly  amenose  in  bim  al  fo  lone  ^t  lie  ha^  to  iheva 
criat«!  [361]  And  in  ])iB  acippe^e  venial  in  to  dedely 
ainne  f  For  oertes  fe  more  Jnt  a  man  charge^  his  soole 
wi|i  venial  einuea!  f6  mora  is  he  endined  to  fal  ia 
dedely  sinaef  [363]  And  Jwrfore  lat  vs  not  be  necligent  to 
diechaige  vs  of  veniale  ainnea '.  ffoi  pe  pronerbe  sei^  f 
)nt  mony  a  smale  make{i  a  grate  f  [363]  An  herken 
^is  ensample '.  A  grete  wawe  of  Jie  see  comme}i  Hum  time 
wip  so  grete  a  violence!  )iat  it  drenche]i  fe  acfaippe 
f  And  fe  aame  barme  done  som  tim  ]«  smale  diopes 
of  water'  ^t  entrep  Jiorohe  a  luytel  creuyse  in  to  }» 
^oiroke  &  in  to  ^  bothom  of  fe  schippe  if  men  ba  so 
necligent '.  pat  men  ne  discharge  hem  nooht  be  time '. 
[364]  And  fertoK  al  ponhe  fen  bus  difference  betnex 
fes  tao  causes  of  drancheinge !  Algate  ^e  achipe  is 
drainte!  [36$]  Eiht  ao  fare}*  it  somtyme  of  dedely 
dnne  f  &  of  anoyooa  veniala  sinnea  whan  pei 
mnltiplie  in  a  man  so  gretoly  f  fsX  fiXke  weddlj  )ringes 
fat  ]H>mhe  whicha  He  ainneji  venyaly !  ys  as 
grate  in  Mb  herte  as  pe  loue  of  god  or  more   [366] 
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1  And  ^ere-foi  ^e  loue  of  eoery  ^inge  p&t  is  not  be-sette  in 
godo  '■  ne  done  principole  for  goddea  sake '.  Ai  ^ouhe  a  man 
lone  it  lasso  ))an  god '.  jit  ia  it  venial  ainne '.  [367]  And 
dedely  einne  whan  fe  loue  of  any  fiinge  weyojio 
in  p6  hert  of  a  man  as  moclie  as  pa  lone  of  god  ore* 
more  [568]  H  more  dedely  sinne  As  seij)  seinte  Auetine  f 
is  irhan  man  tnme^  his  heite  fro  god  whiche  f>at  ia 
verrey  soaereyne  boimte  ^at  mai  nooht  chaungef  & 
jivep  'hia  herte  to  a  ^inge  )>at  mai  chaunge  &  flitte! 
[369]  And  certes  Jiat  is  euery  ])inge  saue  onely  god  of  heuene  f 
For  so)re  is  if  [lat  a  man  jine^  his  loue  whiche  ^t 
he  owe))e  al  to  god.  vitA  al  his  herte  vnto  a  creature! 
Certes  as  muche  of  loue  aa  he  jeueth  to  whiche 
creatnre  so  muche  bereue])  iro  god!  [370]  And  fer 
for  do)n  he  ainne!  For  he  ))at  is  dettour  to  god  ne 
jelde^  nouj  al  his  dette  to  god  ^t  his  to  eeye  al  ^ 
loue  of  his  herte 

[371]  ^  Nowe  seji  fiat  a  man  Tnderstande)>  generaly. 
Whyche  is  venyale  ainne  Than  ia  it  oouenable  to  tellen  of 
special  ainnea  whiche  ])at  a  man  peraduenture  ne 
demefi  hem  nooht  sinaes  ne  schiiuo^  hem  nouht  of  )ie 
same  ^ingea  And  jit  najjeles  ^ei  bue  sinnes ! 
[372]  ^  Ae  clerbes  writen  eo^ly  )>is  is  to  seye 
y&i  euery  time  ^t  a  man  ete))  or  drinke])  more  ^an 
sofGce))  to  ]»  Bostinance  of  his  body '.  in  certeine  he  do^ 
sinn  [373]  And  eke  vhane  he  spekeji  more  )an 
it  node  f  it  is  sinne !  Eke  whan  he  herkeae^  nouht 
mekely  ^  compleinte  of  fa  pore!  [374]  eke  whan 
he  is  in  hele  of  body  &  wol  nouht  fast  whan  ojiere  men 
fast  wi])  ontea  cause  resonable!  Eke  whenne  be  slepefi 
more  Jian  him  nede^ !  or  whan  he  comma))  be  ^ilk  encheaon 
lata  to  cberche  or  to  o)Mre  verkes  of  charitef  [375] 
£ke  whan  he  vsep  hie  wif  wi]>  oute  souereine  deaiie 
of  engendnue  to  |>e  honour  of  god!  or  for. ])entent 
to  jelde  to  his  wif  ]n  dette  of  his  body!  [376]  Eke 
wlian.  ho  wil  not  vosfite  fo  .sd«  t  or  p'-isimoi's  wh;iii  ]u-  iiuiii^  ; 
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eko  if  he  lone  wif  or  childe  or  any  werl<Uy 
^inge  man  fan  reson  require^ '.  I^e  if  he  flater  or 
bUndiache  more  fan  him  ouht  for  any  necesaitef 
[377]  Eke  if  he  amemue))  or  vi^drawe^  ^  almos  of 
|>e  pore '.  Eke  if  he  apparele)i  his  mete  mor 
(liJiciouly  |mu)  nede  is  or  ete  it  to  hoately  be  lykoiua- 
nesse:  [378]  eke  if  he  tel  vanitees  att  ^  cheiche  or 
in  goddee  aeruise !  or  }iat  he  be  a  talkei  of  ydel  wordea 
of  Folye  or  of  velauye'  ffoi  he  echal  jelde  acomptee  of 
it  att  ^  daie  of  domef  [379]  Eke  whan  he  behete^ 
or  as8UTe]i  to  done  ^inges  ^t  he  may  not  perfonnef 
Eke  whan  Jiat  be  lyhtenesee  of  foly  myavee^ 
or  Boorneti  his  neyhbome  [380]  Eke  whan  he  ha^  any 
Buspecione  of  }iinge  |)ere  he  ne  wote  of  it  no  sojie- 
faatnease!  [3S1]  Thas  ]>inge  &  mo  wi)>  owten  nombre 
buen  einnee  as  sei^  eeinte  Anstind 

[383]  H  Now  scbolje  Tnderstonde  ^t  albeit  Bo 
}nt  none  er|iely  man  maye  eschewa  al  veniale  ainnesf  ]it 
maie  he  refceyne  him  be  ft  bimeinge  bne  ^t  ha 
ha^toouieloTdeihesacristef  Andbepreyers&heconfeesioii 
&  ofen  good  Terkeef  so  ]iat  it  Bchal  hot  litel  greoef 
[383]  ffor  as  sei>e  seint  anstyne!  If  a  man  lof  god 
in  enche  manere  ^t  al  ]iat  euere  he  do)w  is  in  )» 
lone  of  god  or  for  fo  loue  of  god  veneylyf  for  he 
bimep  in  fa  loue  of  god!  [384]  Loke  howe  muche  fat 
a  drops  of  water  fallefi  in  a  fomayce  &  fol  of  firo 
anoyeji  or  grenejw!  so  muche  a  venial 
sinne  is  mto  a  man  Jiat  is  parfito  in  ft  loue  of  ihwa 
cristf  [385]  H  Hen  maye  also  le&eine  venial  ainnef 
be  fa  receyueinge  of  ft  p^eciouse  body  of 
ihemi  criat '.  [386]  be  receyueinge  eke  of  holy  water '. 
be  almusdede/  be  general  confession  of  fe  confiteor 
att  ft  masael  Att  complyuel  &  he  bliesingB  of 
bysschopes  &  be  prestes  &  by  o)iei  good  werkes ' 


Se  .7.  peocodi  mgrtalibiM 

De  Snperbla.  i><«ut<<dti 

[387] 
i~^  "^OWe  is  it  be-bonely  ]niigea  to  tellen  whiche  buen. 

^^L        fe  .Ty.  d6[d]ly  sinne!  fnt  is  to  sey  chaytifnesBe 

I    W     of  siunea  Bot  el  ^  teime  in  Coles  f  Bot  in 

^^   1      diuersB  manere  nowe  biie  ])ei  cleped  kayti&! 

for    alsamactie     as      ]>e     ba     clief    &    springen    of    al 

ofere     ainnea      [388]     of    )»     rote     of    fes     frisynnesf 

[. iiogapin  the  MS.]  ffor  if 

^is  rote  spiingen  ceitejne  biaunchea  as  iie  envie 
accidie,  or  eleujie.  anaricef  01  conetise!  to  comune 
vndet-atoudeings  Glotony.  &  lychery !  [389]  And 
eueryche  of  ^ese  cbeue  sinnea  ha})  hie  brauncbes  &  his 
fringes  as  schal  be  declared  in  here  chapetet  foloweynge  f 

[Of  the  Twigs  of  Pride.l 
[390]  And  ^ouhe  so  be  ))at  noman  can  t^  ytterly 
J>e  nomebie  of  {le  ^inges  &  of  ^e  barmes  ))at  comej)  of 
prtde.  ;it  wil  .1.  echewe  a  party  of  hem  as  je  achol  vndei^ 
stonde!  [391]  H  There  ia.  Inobedience  f  Anaunteinge! 
Ipocrisye  Despite,  Arrogance.  Impudence.  Swelinge 

of  hert  '■  Insolenoe.  Elacione  '■     [ 

.  ,  no  gap  in  the  MS.]  Pertenacie  ■  Veinglorie!  And 
uany  a  no^  f>inge.  {lat !  L  kan  nooht  declare '.  ^  [392]  luo- 
t)edieace  is  he  Jiat  disoheye])  for  despite  to  ^  commaimde- 
ment  of  god  and  to  his  aou^reygneB  &  to  hia  gostly 
fadere,  [393]  IF  Aimntour  is  he  J>fflt  hostef  of  Jw  hanne 
or  of  ^  bonnte  fat  he  haf  donef  [394]  Ypocrise  ia 
he  fiat  hide])  him  to  achewe  him  snche  as  he  is  f  & 
Bchewef  him  euche  as  he  not  iaf  [395]  ^  Dispitons 
is  he  Jiat  ha))  diadeine  of  his  neybboura '.  ^at  is  to 
stiDe  of  hia  eueneri.sten  f  or  liiijie  duapito  to  do  fat 
him  ouhte  to  do'.  [396]  H  Arrogant,  ia  ho  (tftt  finkef 
fat  tie  haf c  f ilko  boiiiitoa  iu  him  fat  he  haf e  nouht '  or 
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wene^  )«t  lie  scholde  bane  hem  be  tua  dednf  Or 
ellee  ^t  he  deme^  ^t  he  be  fat  he  nja  note  [397]  ^  Im- 
pudent is  be  ^t  for  his  pride  ha^  no  scbame  for  his 
einne:  [398]  Swellinge  of  hert  is  he  vhan  a  nun 
roioyse^  him  of  h&nne  )iat  he  ha^  donef  [399]  Inso- 
lent is  he  ^ot  desjHM^  in  hia  Inggement  al  o^ere 
folke  as  to  legarde  of  bis  value !  &  of  his  comtmeinge.  &  of 
his  spekeingef  And  of  liia  bereinge.  [400]  ^  Elacione  is  vhsn 
^t  he  niaie  ney^r  anfinr  to  haue  Maister  no  felawe !  [401] 
II  Impacient  ia  he !  ^t  wil  nonht  bae  ytauht  ne  mdei- 
nome  of  hia  vicef  &  be  strif  werr^  trou^  witin^;' 
&  mayntene]*  hia  folye!  [403]  V  Contnmace  is  he  ^ 
^rohe  his  indiguacvon  is  a^eines  eueryche  anctonte  oi 
pouer  of  hem  fnt  Uen  hia  soiureiguea  [403]  It  Pn- 
sumpcioO  is  he  whan  a  man  take)i  an  emprue  }at 
him  onht  sot  to  do !  n  elles  he  maie  it  not  do !  &  ^ 
is  called  Suiquidie !  ^  Iireuerence  is  whan  men  do  noaht 
hononraf  }en  as  hem  ouhte  to  do!  An  wayte^  to  be 
Reneieoset '.  [404]  ^  F«rtinacy  whan  a  man  defendeji 
his  folye  And  trusts  to  muche  to  his  owen  witte  f=[4o5] 
veyne  glorie  is  for  to  haue  pompe  A  delite  in 
tempcrile  richessef  &  gbrifie^  hem  in  w<vldl7 
estates!  [406]  langelynge!  is  whan  a  man  ap^^  to 
muche  to  for  folke  An  clappe^  as  a  mollen  &  take^  no 
kepe  what  he  sei})e '. 

[407]  And  jite  is  }«m  a  priue  spioe  of  prwie  }tt 
wayte^  fuist  to  be  halowed  or  he  be  aalute  al  bus  he 
leeae  worfw  )>an  ^  to^ere  is  peraduentuie !  And  eke 
w&itefi  or  deeire^  to  site  ot  to  go  aboue  him  in 
f6  weief  or  kisee  pax  or  bne  encensed  or  go  to 
offiinge  to  for  his  neyhboure  [408]  V  And  suche  [     •    ■    ■ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.]  a  proude  desire  to  be 

minified  f  &  honoured  be  for  pe  peple ! 

[409]  H  Howe  bene  fere  too  maufTs  'of  pride  fat 
on    of    hem   is    wif  inne    )ie    herte    of    man '.    And    ^ 
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ofer  is  witA  owtef  [410]  Of  whiche  sofely  fe  for- 
seide  J^inges  &  mo  ]>an  .L  haue  seide  apartment  to 
pride  i  pai  iaia^e  hert  of  man  f  IT  And  ^er  to  o^ere  spices 
of  pride  buen  wi])  oute  [411]  Bot  I«[a))elesse  one 
of  p^  spices  of  pruyde  is  signe  of  p&i  of  ere  i  Eiht 
as  pe  gay  leuesal  att  tauemers  is  signe  of  pe  vryne 
pat  ia  in  pe  selerf  [412]  And  piB  is  in  mony  J^inges 
as  in  speche  &  in  countenances  i  and  in  outrageous  araye  of 
cloj^ingef  [413]  ffor  Certes  if  it  nadde  be  no  sinne 
in  clo}>einge  f  Grist  wold  nouht  so  sone  haue  noted  &  spoke 
of  pe  clo]>einge  t  of  ))ilke  ricbe  man  in  pe  gospel  [414]  IT  And 
as  BBipe  seint  Gregorie  •  J^at  precious  clo])e  is  cou- 
pable  for  f^e  der])e  of  itf  And  for  his  so])enesse  & 
for  his  strangenesses  &  for  his  disgisinessef  and  for  pe  sup^r- 
fluitef  Or  for  ])e  ino[r]difkance  scantnesse  f  [.     .     .    [415] 


. no  gap  in  the  MS.^ 

[416]  IT  As  to  ]>e  firste  sinne  ])at  is  in  BuperO^vLjie  of 
clo]>einge  whiche  pat  makep  it  so  dere  to  harme  of  pe 
pele  [417]  pat  onely  pe  cost  of  enbrowdeinge  f 
pe  degise  endentinge  or  barringe  owndeynge  paleinge 
or  bendeingef  And  sembla  wast  of  cIo])einge 
in  vanite  [418]  IT  Bot  ])er  is  also  costlewe  furringe  in 
hir^  gounesf  so  muche  pounseinge  of  cheseles  to  make 
holes  f  so  muchel  dagynge  off  scheres  [419]  forj^e  vnpe 
pe  superfluyte  in  lenke])  of  pe  forsaid  gownesf  tray- 
iein  in  pe  donge  &  in  ]>®  myre  on  hors  &  eke  on 
fote  as  wele  of  man  as  of  wommanf  ])at  al  ^ilke 
trayleinge  is  yerraly  as  in  effecte  wasted  &  consumed  f  j^rede 
bare  &  roten  wi])  donge  f  ra))er  ^an  it  is  ^ouen  to 
pe  pouerf  to  grete  damage  of  pe  forseide  pouer  folkef 
[420]  &  ])at  in  sondre  wyse  IT  J^ib  is  to  seie  )k> 
more  J^at  clo))e  is  wasted  f  pe  more  mot  it  cost  to 
P^  peple  for  pe  scarsenesse  [421]  And  f  forj^ere  oner. 
^  it   80    be    ^at   ]>ei    wolde    )eue    suche    pounsed    & 
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dagged  clojwinge  b>  J>e  pore  folke  it  is  nonlit  conaenient 
to  were  for  ber  astute !  no  enfficeant  to  bete  her  necentte! 
to  kepe  hem  &o  Jte  desperacione  of  f>*  colde  tmnament' 
[422]  H  On  fiat  o|>fre  side  to  speke  of  )n 
disordinate  Bcantnesse  of  clo^inge  f  aa  bien  ^is  cntled 
aloppes  or  hanslynes  |>at  ^rub  her  scbortnesse  m 
couem  not  pe  schamfiil  membies  of  a  maa  to  wykked 
entente  f  [423]  Alas  sum  of  hem  f  eomme  of  hein  ahewen  ^ 
schappe  &  )m  boce  of  po  orrible  enpoUen  membres  fiat  seme^ 
jljke  to  f«  maladye  of  bjniTa  is  fa  wiappeinge  of  bei  boaes '. 
[414]  And  eke  pe  buttokkee  of  hem '.  ^t  fare^  as  it  mi 
^  hinder  parte  of  a  ache  ape  in  pa  fal  of  fa  monaf 
[415]  And  more  oner  pe  wreched  swolne  membits 
^t  fei  schewo  fomhe  diagiseinge  in  depoHinge  of 
her  hoses  white  &  lede  seme^  ^  halne  him  ecbam- 
ful  pn'ue  membres  f  veien  fleynef  [426]  And  so  be  )nt 
fn  departen  her  hoses  in  o^ere  colours  aa  is  white 
&  blak!  or  white  &  blews!  or  bkkke  &  rede!  &  bo 
for^  [427]  ^  f^n  ne  semeji  it  as  be  variance  of  colour 
Jia  halfe  ]»  partie  of  his  pri'ue  membrea  been  corrapte 
be  ^e  fire  of  eeint  Anton]re !  or  be  Cancre  or  be  sacbe  open 
meacbauncee  [428]  H  jit  of  ))a  hinder  parte  of  her 
buttokes  f  it  is  fal  onible  for  to  see !  ffor  cartes  in  ^ 
partie  of  hir  bodye  pen  as  poi  purgen  hei  atinkinge 
oidnre  [419]  fat  foule  partie  schewe  fei  prouklely  to  fe  pepla 
in  despite  of  honeste!  Whiche  honeste  )&t 
ihu  ctistfi  &  his  frendaa  obsemed  to  achew  in  hia 
lyL  [430]  V  N'ow  as  to  owtrageons  araye  of  wemmen! 
God  woote  ^uhe  pa  vis^es  of  hem  semen 
fal  chaste  &  debonayie.  pi  notifien  }iei  in  here  araye  of 
atyre  likeiousnesse  &  pmyde  [431]  ^  I  say  not  ^t 
honeste  in  clofeinge  of  manf  &  womman  is  vncoaea- 
able  Bot  certea  pe  superfluyte  or  pe  diaoidinance  scantid 
of  clo^inga  is  reproneable  [432]  Also  pe  ainne  of 
a-omement  ot  appareile  as  in  |)inge9  pai  appartenen 
to  Bideinge !  As  in  to  mony  delicate  horses  pat  be  holden 
i,ANSi>ovtN-B  esti  |H-T.  Bsa)  [ii.«m»] 


for  delitel  pat  fiei  bien  ao  falre  fatto  &  costlewef  [433] 
And  also  mony  a  vtcionse  knare  ymayntende  be 
came  of  hem '.  And  in  to  corioua  hameyae '.  aa  in  sadels  in 
croprerea.  peytrelleaf  &  bridellea  couerd  wiji  precious 
do^e  &  licbe  Barres!  &  plates  of  gold.  &  of 
siluere!  [434]  For  vhicbe  god  seifo  by  Sacarie  fo 
prophet!  I,  vil  confonnde  )>e  riden  of  Buche  bones f 
[43s]  This  folke  taken  litel  tewatdeinge  of  fe  rideinge  of 

goddea  sonae  of  beuen  and  of  his  hameys  [ 

no  gap  m  the  MS.]  hot 

clo^  of  hia  pouere  disciples  Ne  we  rede  nonjt 
f>at  euer  he  rode  on  ofere  bestef  [436]  I  apeke  fus 
of  pe  einne  of  euperfluyto!  And  nouht  for  jie  teaonable 
faonestef  whan  reson  it  require)):  [437]  ^  And  forjrer 
ouere  Cartes  pride  is  gretly  notified  in  holdeinge  of  grete 
metgne '  when  ^ei  bien  of  luytel  'profile  or  tibt  of  no  pwfite '. 
[438]  And  namely  whan  pat  meneje  ia  felenous  &  damage- 
ous  to  )>e  people  by  bardynesse  of  bibe  loideacbippe '.  or  be 
way  of  office  [439]  H  For  certea  aiicbe  lordeaf  fullen 
^an  her  lorscbipe  to  ^  deuel  of  b^ !  wban  ^e 
suateigne  ^  wykkeduesse  of  here  menje ;  [440]  Or  elles 
whan  ^ia  folke  of  lowe  degief  as  ])ilke  fat  bolden 
hoeteleriea  f  And  ))at  is  in  mouy  manor  of  folke  Jut  suateyne 
)>eft  for  hire  oatelera '.  And  ))at  ia  in  mony  maner  of  disceytes  : 
[441]  ^ilke  manei  of  folke  bien  ))e  flyea  )>at  foloweu 
y  bony.  Or  elle  Jte  bundes  )*at  ))at  folowen  ^  Careyne! 
Whichefor-aeide  folke  sttanglenaptWhielye  her  lordacbippes! 
[441]  ffor  whiche  )>us  aei^  daui'd  )ie  praphette!  Wikked 
defi  mot  comme  on  filka  lordeschipes !  And  god  jeue  fiat 
)>ei  mote  deacende  adoune  in  to  belle!  ffor  in  Mrs 
houses  bien  iniqniteea !  And  echrewneaaia  &  not  god 
iif  heueii !  [443]  And  certes  bot  if  fti  dono  amenile- 
iiient '  Riht  so  as  god  j.if  bis  Uissingo  to  pliarno  bo  }[& 
BjTuice  of  Iftcobf  And  tfl  laban  be  fe  eecuiee  of  loaeph  i 
Bibt  00  god  wol  ^ene  hia  malison  to  sucbe  lordeacbips 
And  to  auat^ne  )ie  vrikkudnustie  of  her  Ei^ruantcs!  bat  ^i 
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If  l^owe  as  for  to  speke  of  goodes  of  nature  f  god  wote  ^at 
sum  tyme  we  haue  hem  in  nature  f  Als  muche  to  oure 
damage  as  to  oure  profitef  [458]  As  for  to  speke  of 
hele  of  bodyf  Certes  it  passet  ful  lyhtlyef  And  eke  it 
is  ful  ofte  encheson  of  f^e  sekenesse  of  ^e  soulef  ffor 
god  woote  )m  flesche  is  a  ful  grete  enmy  to  ))e  soulef 
And  ferfore  fe  more  ]>at  A  body  is  holef  ^e  more 
be  we  in  peril  to  fallef  [459]  ^^®  ^^^  ^  pride  him  in 
ye  strenke])  of  his  bodief  it  is  an  hyhe  folyf  For  certes 
pe  flesche  coueyte])  a^eine  pe  spirit!  And  ay  ]>e  more 
stronge  ^e  flesche  is  5  fe  sorier  maie  ]>e  soule  bef 
[460]  and  ouere  al  ^is  strenke^  of  bodyf  ad  werldly 
hardinesse  cause])  oft  mony  men  to  pmle  & 
meschauncef  [461]  Eke  for  to  pride  him  of  his 
geutire  f  ys  ful  grete  foly  f  ffor  of tentime  pe  genterye  of  ^e 

soulef  and    [ no  gap  in  the  M3J]  eke  we 

bene  al  of  o  fader  and  al  of  o  moderf  And  al  we  be 
of  o  nature  roten  &  corrupte  riche  &  poref 
[462]  ffor  Bope  a  manure  a  maner  of  gentirie  is  for  to  preyse 
pat  apparele])  mannes  oorage  wi]>  yertuse  of  moralites 
&  make])  him  cristas  childe  f  [463]  For  truste]>e  wele  ))at 
ou^re  what  man  ])at  sinne  hsipe  maystre  he  is  verrey 
cherle  to  synne 

[464]  ^[  Nowe  bien  pere  general  ))inges  of  gentillesse. 
as  eschewynge  of  vices  f  or  rebaudry  &  seruage  of 
sinne.  In  worde  in  werke  &  contenance.  [465]  and 
vsinge  yertue  Curtasye  &  clennesse  &  to  be 
liberal  |)at  is  to  seie  laige  be  mesuref  for  ]>ilke  pat 
passe  mesure  is  foly  &  synne  [466]  II  Ano^er  is 
to  xemembre  him  of  bounte  ))at  he  of  o]>e  folke  ha,pe 
receyuedef  [467]  Auo]>6re  is  to  be  benygne  of  his 
sugettet  Where  foref  as  sei]>  senec  per  is  no  ]>inge  more 
couenable    to    a    man    of    hihe    astate    )»an    debonarte 

&seitef  [468]  II  And  fer  for  [. fio  gap  in 

the  MS.^  bees  whan  ]>ey  chese  hem  a  kingef  ^ei  chesen 
him     pat    ha.p     no     J'inge     vrippQ     to     stingef      [469] 
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Anopere  is  a  man  to  haue  a  noble  herte  &  a  diligent  to 
atteigne  to  hihe  yertaous  J^inges  f  [470*  9ee  after  474  and 
Henguni  and  Petworth  M8S. 

no  gap  in  the  M8^ 

[471]  Certes  ako  who  yeX  pnde^  him  in  ])e  goodes  of 
fortune  he  is  a  ful  grete  foole  f  ffor  sometyme  is  a  oian  a 
ful  grete  lorde  be  ^  morwef  }>at  is  a  wreche  &  a  keytif 

aritbe  njht^  [472]  [Andsutntymel^e  [ 

no  gap  in  Reg.  18,  C.  2]  deljtes  of  a  man 

ben  cause  of  ]^e  greuous  maladje  Jioru^  whiche  he  deye^ 
[473]  Certes  ^  Comendacion)  of  Jie  peple  is  suiti- 
tjme  ful  fals  &  ful  brutel  for  to  triste  /  J^is  day  ^y 
preise  to  mom  '  ]^ey  blame  //  [474]  God  woot  desure  to 
haue  comendacion  eke  of  peple  hat£  caused  deth  to 
many  a  besy  man  //  [*47o]  Now  certes 
a  man  to  pruyde  hym  in  godes  of  grace  /  is  eke  an 
outragous  folye  //  for  ^ilke  3yfies  of  grace  J^at  schulde 
haue  turned  hym  to  goodnesse  &  to  medecyne  tumytK 
hym  to  venym  &  to  confusion)  as  sai^  seint  gregorie  / 
[475]  Now  sethins  }>at  so  ^  pat  30  haue 
vnderstanden  what  is  pruyde  and  whiche  ben  pe  spices  of 
hit  &  weines  pride  sourdel^  and  springe]) 

l^al&tif<mtoui<ifLaiud.MS.;  h6re8uppUedJiromBitg.U,0.t,<mlfU»M-2 

[^The  Remedy  against  Pride  J] 

[476]  Now  schul  je  vndiistonde  whiche  is  pe  remedye 
ajayna  pruyde  &  ]>at  is  humylite  or 
meknesse  [477]  ^at  is  vertu  ])urgh  whiche  a  man 
hath  yerray  knowelache  of  hym  self  And  haldeth  of  byni 
self  no  pris  /  ne  dejrntee  as  in  regarde  of  his  deaerta 
considerynge  euer  his  freelte  /  [478]  Now  ben  pere  iij 
manors  of  humylyte  /  As  humylyte  in  herte  anof^' 
[.  .  .  no  gap  in  the  MS.]  in  mouth  })e  iij  is  in  werkes  / 
[479]  pe  humylyte  in  herte  is  in  4  manors  fat 
on  is  when  a  man  holdeth  hym  self  as  nou^t  wortfi 
by  fom)  god  of  heuene  /  Anof  er  is  whenne  he  dispisetfi 
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non  0^  man  //  [480]  fo  ^ridde  is  whenne  he 
rekke))  not  forw^  men  holds  hym  noajt  wortK  //  fe 
iiij  is  whenns  he  nys  not  sory  of  hya  humilyacion  [481] 
Also  ^e  homylyte  of  mouth  is  in  4  ^ingea  //  In 
atemprore  speche  &  in  humble  of  speche  And 
whenne  he  by-honyt&  vi^  his  owen  mou^  fiat  bs  is 
sncha  as  hym  ^Bokif  )iat  he  is  in  his  horte  Ano))«r 
ia  vhenne  he  preisi^  fe  bounte  of  aaofer  man  /  And 
no^iiig<  ^eiof  amennei^  [482]  hnmylyte  //  Eke  in 
werk>  b  in  4  maners  /  fie  firsts  is  whenne  hs  patti^ 
ofer  men  bifom  hym  /  The  secutide  is  to  chese  fn 
loweste  place  oaer  a&  /  The  ijj  is  gladJy  to  assente 
to  good  counsel  /  [483]  Tha  4  ia  gladly  to 
stands  to  reward  of  Souerayn  ot  of  hym  ^at  is  heier 
in  d^re  Certeyn  fiM  is  a  grgt-rfMoi^c^  hpimylyte-s, 

uiaiua.   '  "^  '  •  i>  I  7' 

i  ner  praydewol  y  speke^'sC^^  JcnilB'.,!^k^i>^^nye 
J\_  wbiche  J»at  ia  as  by  fe  worde"  oT  fe  phUozo&e 
Sorws  of  oper  mannea  priTspmte  and  aftir  ^e 
word  of  Seint  Austyn  Hit  ia  sorwe  of  oferv  mennes 
wds  And  ioye  of  ojwr  mannes  barme  //  [485]  Jis 
fonle  synne  is  platly  ajayn  fe  holy  gost  Al  be  hit  so 
flat  enery  synne  ia  a^ayn  fie  holy  goste  //  jet 
for    asmocbe    aa    bounte     apper^etU     properly    to    fe 

holy  gost  [ 

no  gap  in  ike  MS.] 

[486]  H  N'ow  hafi  malice  2  spices  ^at  is  to  seye 
bardnesse  of  berto  And  wickednesse  ot  elles  pe  fleadl  of 
d  man  is  so  blynde  fiat  be  conciderefi  not  ^t  be  is  in 

eynne  [ no  gap  in  the  MS.]  whicbe 

is  ye  bardnesse  of  ^a  douel  //  [487]  That  other 
'  apice  of  Ennye  ia  whenne  ^at  a  man  werratb  tronthe 
when  ^at  hs  woot  fiat  hit  ia  ttowthe  And  eke  when 
^t  he  weneieth  fw  grace  of  fiat  god  bath  joae  to  his 
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neighbora  &  ml  ^  u  by  Ennye  [488]  C«Ttes 
^enne  is  Ennje  ^  woiste  870116  fat  u  //  Sea  aootUj 
all«  o^  BfimM  ben  aom^me  >^yii  o  Bpecul 
Tortu  [489]  H  But  cerles  Enaye  is  Kjayns  alle  Teitoee 
&  of  alia  goodneMM  //  ffot  hit  is  aory  of  alle 
bountes  of  neiglieborB  and  in  ^  maaerv  bit  is 
dyoen  from  alle  ofer  sjiuieB  //  [490]  flbr  irel  TPoetbis 
is  fer  any  sjrme  |Mt  hit  ne  bath  som  delyte  in  hym  wlf 
safe  only  euaye  ^t  oaer  hstll  in  hym  self  angnyacb  and 
■orwe  [491]  II  The  spices  of  ennye  ben  ^eae  far  is 
fiist  sorwe  of  ojwr  mennes  goodnes  and  of  her  prae- 
perite  [.  .  .  no  ^^  in  the  MS.]  Ib  kyndly  mature  of  ioye 
^enue  is  ennye  a  synne  ajsyna  kynde  //  [493]  Tha 
2*.      spice      is      ioye      of      ofer      mennes       hanne 

c 

.  .  .  .  BO  gap  in  the  MS.]  [493]  Of  fis  2^  spice  cometll 
bakbytjr^  [  ....  no  gap  in  ttis  MS.]  or  detraccioii) 
hat&  tweyn  spices  as  ^na  /  Som  men  preisi^  his 
neigbboure  by  a  wicked  eutent  [494]  for  he  make^ 
alwey  a  wicked  knotte  at  ^e  laete  ende  alwey  be 
make^  a  bntte  at  fe  laste  ande  ^  ^  is  digne  &  mine 
blame  ^eu  worji  is  aUe  fe  plesynge  //  [495]  The  2* 
«pice  is  ^t  if  a  man  be  good  &  dootH  &  saitB  a 
^ing  to  good  entent  /  fie  bacbyt«r  wol  toma  alle  fa 
goodnesae  rp  so  donn  to  his  achrewed  entent  /  [496] 
1  fe  .3*.  ia  to  amanose  fe  boantee  of  his  cej^- 
boie  /  [497]  fo  i  spice  of  bakbytyng"  ia  fis 
^at  if  men  speke  goodnesse  of  a  man  wol  )e 
bacbyter  sayn  pariay  eucha  a  man  jet  ia  bettere  Jien  ha 
in  dispraisynge  of  hym  ^t  man  preise  /  [49S]  fo 
6.  spice  is  for  to  consente  gladly  be^ne 
}e  bonne  fai  men  spake  of  o}er  toOe  fa 
synne  is  ful  grat  and  ay  enctodt  after  fe  wicked 
entent  of  ]ie  b«chyt«r  [499]  H  Aft«r  bakbytynge  come^ 
grncchyuge  or  mormorannce  /  and  aom^rme  hit  sprynge)) 
of  inpacyence  ajayns  god  and  somtyme  f^ayns  man  // 
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[Soo]  Ajajoa  [god]  it  is  wheune  a  man  grucchip  e^ayu 

]>e  payne  of  helle  oi  a^ayns  pouert  or  losse  of  Catett 

or  Bjayn  reyne  or  tempest  oi  elles  grucche])  fat  achrewea 

ban     proaperito     or     elle*     ^t     good     men     han     ad- 

uorsyte  [501]  and  aUe   peae  ))mge8  achulde  men   suffre 

paciently  for    fey   oomyn    by  Jw    rijtftU    lugemmt    & 

ordinaunce  of  god  //  [503]  Sonttyme  cometK  gracchynge  of 

auarice  as  Indas  gruccbyd    a^ayns  fe   magdeleu  when 

sche  ennoynted  fe  heued  of  oure  lord  ihesa  Criat  wip  here 

preciouse  oignement  [503]  V  ))is  manure  of  moimure  is  sache 

OS  when  men  grucchen  of  goodnesse  &  fat  men  selue 

doou  Or  fat  ofer  folk*  doou  of  her  Owen  *  CateH  [504] 

Somtyme  comyUi  mttrmur  of  pniyde  as  when  Symon 

^       Phariaee      grucchid      ajayns      M^daleyn      when 

Bche  appioched  to  iheeu  crbt  and  wepte  at  hia  fete  for  her 

cynnes     /     [505]     And      somtyme     hit     sourdeth     of 

Ennye  when  men  discouoien  a  mannes  harome  fat  was 

piynce   or  beiitJl  him  an    hanil   Jiing  fat  is  fals  [506] 

%  Mnnnur  ia  eke  ofla  amange  s«niauntz   fat  gnicched 

when  her  somn^nes  bidden  hem  to  doon  leefful  f  iuges  / 

[507]  And  for  asmoche  as  fey  dar  nojt  openly  wi^ye 

fo  commaundementea  of  her  soaeraigne  3et  woln  Jmy  saye 

faana     &     gmcche     &     murmur     prynyly     for     verrey 

dispyte  //    [508]   wioba   woides    men   clepe   fe    deuels 

pater      noitet      fooj      so      be      fat      fe     deueU     had 

nener    pater    noeler     but     fat     folks    jeuen    bit    suche 

a    name    //     [509]     Somtyme    hit    comep     of    yie    or 

of  pryae  bate  fat  uonechetb  lancoiu  in  herte  /  as  afterward 

1  schal  declare  /  [510]  fenne  comef  eke  bittemesse  of* 

hsrte  forgh  wicbe  bittemesse  waeij  good   dede  of   hie 

neighbors  semef  to  hym  bitter  and  vnsauery  /  [511] 

Then     comef      discorde  *]     '  fat      vnbyndef      abnaner  [■  Bat.  »,  0  *. 

of  frindeschepe  f  fat  commef  soorenynge  of  [    .    .    .    .  ui.  mdf] 

no  gapinHui  MS.]  hia  neyhe-  J^ 

bore    al    do    he    neuer    so    wele!     [513]    fan    commef  Ma] 
accnseinge '.  as  whan  a  man  sekef  occasione  to  anoyen  his 
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neyhbooref  Whichs  ^  ia  like  )w  cnfte  of  )w  deoel! 
^t  wayte^  bo^  day  &  syht  to  accoBon  ts  sHf 
[513]  V  ^an  comme^  nudignite  jKirwhe  whiche  a  ma 
anoye^  his  aeihbotir  priuely.  if  he  maie  f  [514]  And  if  he 
nouht  ne  may  algates  his  wikked  vil  ne  echal  not  wants  i 
as  for  to  birne  his  honm  pnaely  or  opetdy !  or  slene 
hia  bestees  f  &  aemblable  (tinges  f 

[The  Remedy  against  Envy-I 
[$t$]^Novtynl  .I.epeke  of  ^  remedye  a^eines  ^  fonle 
sinne  of  Eavief  ffirat  ia  fa  loae  of  god 
principal  &  loneinge  of  Tiim  selfe  &  of  his  neyhbour.  ffor 
eo^y  fe  tone  mate  not  be  wt'tAouten  fe 
tofere.  [516]  And  tmste))  wele  ^t  in  }ie  name  of  ^i 
neyhboure  jtou  schalt  Tndeistande  Jw  name  of  ^i 
bioftere  ffor  certes  al  ve  haoe  o  fader  fSeechely  A  o 
moderf  ^t  is  to  seye  Adam  &  Euaf  &  eke  o  &der 
spiritnele  ])at  ia  to  aeie  god  of  heaenf  [517]  fioa 
nejhbour  ert  )k)u  holdea  for  to  lone  &  wilne  him  al 
godenesse  f  And  ^erefor  eei}>e  gnd  loue  fiine  neyhbour  as 
^i  self!  ^t  is  to  saluacion  bo^  to  lyne  &  to 
Bonlef  [518]  And  more  onere  fou  sohal  loue  him  in 
Torde  &  benygne  ammoneBscheynge !  And  chaatiseinge  5 
And  comfort  him  in  hia  anoyes '.  And  piaye  for  him  yiip 
al  ^ine  herte!  [519]  And  in  dede  ]kiii  schalt  loue  him 
in  suche  wise  )iat  ^u  achalte  done  to  him  in  charite! 
As  ]K)a  voidest  were  done  to  )>ine  owen  persone  f 
[530]  And  Jierfore  ^oa  schalte  not«  done  him  no  damage 
in  wykked  worde  ne  harme  in  his  body  ne  in  his  catel 
ne  in  his  soule  be  entiseinge  of  wykked  ensample.  [511] 
)iou  schalt  nouht  desire  hia  wyf  ne  none  of  his  ^ingee  i 
Tnderatonde  eke  !  ^at  in  ^  name  of  |n  neyhbour  is  com- 
prehended hia  enmye  [533]  IT  Certes  a  man  achal  loue  his 
enemye  for  ^  commandementz  of  godf  And  so^y  ^i 
freude  achalt  ^u  lone  in  god!  [533]  L  sei  fiin 
cnnemye  achalt  pon  loue  for  goddes  aaake  by  his  conunonde- 
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meat!  ffor  if  it  were  reson.  ^at  man  echolde  hate  his 
ennemye'  for  so^  god  vol  not  leceyue  va  to  his  loue 
^t  bien  liis  enemyes  [524]  ^einea  ^re  manure  of  of 
wronges '.  fat  his  Ennemy  do))e  to  him !  He  echal  do  ^re 
^ingeB!  As  ^ns'  [525]  Ajeinea  hate  &  xankour  of  hertf 
He  schal  loue  him  in  Herte  a^eiue  cbideingo  &  nikkede 
wordes.  he  echal  ptaie  fot  his  Ennemy.  H  Ajeinee  }e  wikked 
dede  of  hkennemye  he  echal  done  him  bountef  [526]  IT  For 
Crist  aeife '.  louej*  jouie  enemye  And  preief  for  hem 
^at  apeke^  jowe  harme  /./  And  eke  for  hem  ^t  jove  chasen '. 
&puiseweiif  And  do^e  bounte  to  hem  ^at  jowe  hatenf 
=Lo  JniB  commanded  ts  oure  lorde  ihetn  cmte  to  do 
to  ome  enemyes!  [537]  For  so^y  natnie  driuee  ts 
to  loae  oure  fireudes.  And  parfey  oute  enemys  hane 
more  nede  to  loue  fan  onre  frendee!  And  fei  fat 
mor  nede  had!  to  bem  schal  men  do  goode- 
neese  [528]  IT  And  certea  in  filke  dede  bane  fe  remem- 
brance of  )ie  loue  of  ihe«a  ciiste  fat  deyed  for  his 
ennemys!  [519]  ^  And  in  almuche  fat  fUke  looe  is  fe 
more  to  p«rforme!  So  mnche  is  more 
fe  gre  merit!  And  ferefore  fe  loneinge  of  ouie 
Enmi!  Haf  confounde  fe  venime  of  fe  denyH! 
[530]  ffor  rih  as  fe  deuel  is  dia^iomfite  be  bumilite 
Biht  so  is  be  woundode  to  to  f e  defe  be  fe  loue  of  oure 
Enmye!  [551]  Certes  fan  is  loue  fe  medecyne  fat 
cachef  onte  fe  venym  of  Envye  Fro  mannes  herte  [552] 
H  fe  spices  of  fis  pas  scholne  bae  more  largely  in  here 
cbapetlee  folowynge  f 

de  Ira  [from  tha  margiii] 
[533] 

After  Ennevie  wil  .1.  declare  fe  sinne  of  Ire!  For 
Bofely  who  fat  hafe  envy  vpon  bis  neyhbour! 
anone  comunly  he  wil  finde  him  matier  of 
wreffe  in  worde  or  in  dede  ^einas  him  to  vhome 
he  haf  envie!    [534]   and   as  wele  comef  be  of  pn'de 
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as  of  envie!  £w  Bo^y  bo  ^  ia  proude  or  envioosf 
is  lyhUy  tto^ 

[535]  ^  i^  Eiiine  of  iie  after  ]n  discriDeinge  of 
seiata  Anstme'  Is  wlUed  wiH  to  boe  arengede  be 
iroide  or  by  dede!  [536]  f  Ire  after  ^  Fhilosofre.  la 
^  feroen*  blode  of  man.  ywhiked  in  bis  hert  ^rwfaa 
vbiche  be  wil  barme  to  him  ^  be  hate^!  [537]  ^  ^'^ 
certea  ^  bert  of  man  be  endiaofeinge  &  moueinge  o£ 
bis  blode  vaxe^  bo  trouble  ^t  he  ia  out  of  al 
Inggement  of  Beson '.  [538]  Bot  ja  schal  vnderstonda 
^  Ire  is  in  two  maners!  ^t  on  of  hem  is  goode  & 
^t  o^ae  is  wikked  [539]  H  The  good  Iia  [3  be 
leloway  of  goodneaee  ^mhe  ^  whiche  a  man  is  wio^ 
vtt&  wikkednease  &  ajeines  -wykfcednesse  f  And  fer» 
fore  sai^  ft  viae  man !  ^t  iie  is  bett  ^an  pleye  f  [540] 
^is  ire  is  wi^  debonaite !  Ant  it  is  trro^  wi^ 
onten  bittemeese  luniht  wio^  a^einea  ^  msa  bot 
mo^  wi)i  ^  mysdede  of  ^  man  as  sei)«  ^  prt>- 
phet  dauid !  Irascimini  &  oolite  peccare  [541]  H  Nowe 
ynderstonde  )tat  irykkad  yre  is  in  tuo  maneis ' 
yat  is  to  seine  eodeine  Ire  vijie  outen 
aviBBment  &  conaenlinge  of  bis  reson ',  [543]  ^  meneynge 
&  |ie  sense  of  ^Isf  is  fat  f*  reson  of  a  man  cud- 
Mnteji  nonbt  to  ^ilke  sodeine  Ite!  &  pan  is  venial; 
[543]  1  Ano^ere  lire  is  ful  wikked  ^t  come^  of 
velany  of  hert  avisad  &  cast  before  wi^  wikked  wiH 
to  do  Tengeance '.  And  ^«rto  bis  Beeoun  consented !  And 
BO  eo^y  fie  is  dedely  synnef  [544]  This  Ire  is  so  die- 
pleeant  to  god  fiat  it  trouble))  his  boos  &  cbiise|K  fa 
holy  goet  oote  of  mannea  aoule '.  [ 

.  ...  no  gap  in  the  M8.]  [545]  &  pot  in  him  }ie  lik- 
nes  of  Jw  deuel!  &  be-oymme^  fo  man  firo  god  ^t 
is  Tihtf^  loide  [546]  IT  This  iie  is  a  ful  grete 
plesance  to  fe  deuel ;  fibr  It  is  f  dead  fotoeys 
>at  is  ychaufed  wttA  )»  fire  of  bdt  [547]  fTor  oeitee 
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«s  fajte  is-  more  myhtye  to  distroye  erfely 
^inges  |i&n  ano)iej-e  Elsment!  Riht  so  is  ire  myhty  to 
deetieye  al  sphtael  ^iugesf  [548]  Loke  howe  ^t 
fnyre  of  smale  gledye  ^at  bien  almost  dede  vuder  asabeo 
wyH  qwyken  ^eine  vhan  J»ei  wlmn  ^ei  bne  touched  wt'tft 
brimstone '.  £iht  bo  Ire  'wiH  qwykene  a^ue 
whan  it  is  touched  be  prnide  ^at  is  cousrda  in 
mannes  hertef  [S49]  ^^  certes  fira  may  not  comme 
out  of  nojiingB  bot  if  were  first  in  pa  same  ^ge 
natuTolly  f  As  fire  is  diawen  oate  of  flintes  wi^  stele '. 
[SSojAndrihteoaspndeisofteumatiieof  Ire!  RihtsoisBan- 
coui  norische  &  kepere  of  ]»  vraf^  in  ^  mannea  hert!  [5  5 1] 
1  lliei'  is  a  manere  tree  as  sei^  seint  Isodere  i  Jiat  whan  men 
make))  fire  of  filke  tie  And  coneref  Jw  coles  of  it  wif 
aaehen !  Solely  f  e  fiis  of  it  wil  lasten  al  a  jere  or  more ' 
[551]  And  riht  so  fare^  it  of  Bankoure!  Whan  he  is 
ones  conseyued  in  ^  hert  of  sifine  man !  Ceiteyne  it  wil 
last  parwlnentnra  'Frome  one  Hester  day  vnto  ano^ere 
esterdaie  01  more  5  [553]  Bot  certes  )iilke  man 
ia  fee  fro  Jw  meniy  of  god  al  Jiilke  while 

[554]  in  ^  forsaide  deuels  fomeys  where 
foTgen  .thre  achrewesf  Pride  Jut  al  blow|)e  &  encrase^ 
pa  fire  be  cMdeinge  &  wykked  wordes!  [SSS]  pon 
standep  envye  &  holde^  f>e  hote  yren  Tpon  fe  hertes 
of  man  wi|)  a  peire  ol  lunyi;  tijuges  of  longc  riiiutuurf  f 
[556]  And  fan  staat  pe  sinne  of  contumely  or 
strif  &  chest'  &  bateref  &  forgeji  be  vuleyiiea 
reproueyngea !  [SS7]  ^  Certes  Jiis  cursed  ainne  anoyeji 
bo^  po  man  him  Bcif  &  eke  to  hia  ncyhboMi* '. 
For  so^ly  almost  ol  fie  harmo  pat  any  man 
dofe  to  hia  neyhbowj' !  commefi  of  wraji!  [55S]  For 
certes  outrageus  wrafjia  dofe  al  fat  euf^r  fo 
deud  bjtri  commandof  f  for  be  no  Bparef  iieyfere 
crist  ne  hia  swete  modei!  [559]  And  in  Lis  out- 
lageoos  Anger  &  Ire  Alas  Alas  ful  mony  one 
fele)  in  Jiat  time  ful  wikkedly 
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IT    Bofw    of    criate     &    of    al    bia    halowes*     [560]  i> 

nouht  ^ifl  acuned  vice    [. 

no  gap  in  the  MS-I  his  debonaiie 

lif  ccfpiritnel  ^t  schold  kepon  hia  soula '.  [561] 
V  Certesit  tw-Dymme^  eke  goddea  dieu  ]ord  schippe!  ft 
^t  is  maimea  sonle  &  ^  lone  of  hia  neybonai 
H  It  atriue^  eke  al  da;  ^inee  trow^f  it  lecef)  him  to 
quiete  of  his  herte '.  And  aubuerte^  his  soule ' 

[56a]  II  OL  Ire  comme))  ]Ke  etinkinge  engenderooMef 
ffiist  hate  pat  is  olde  wiap^ !  disccrde !  ^mhe  whichs 
a  man  for^ake^  bia  olde  frende  ^t  he  ba^  loaed  fal 
longe '.  [563]  And  ^on  comme^  weira '.  And  mery 
jaaaer  of  wrongs  ^t  man  do^  to  hia  ueyhebour  in 
body  or  in  Calelf  [564]  Of  ]>ia  coned  ainne  of  Ira 
comme^  manalawhtar !  And  Tnder  stonde})  wela  )nt 
Omycida  )iat  is  man  slauhter  is  in  dioerae  wjaei  Sonime 
manere  of  Omicide  ie  Bpirituel '  &  aomme  ia  bodely-  [5^5] 
Spiritoel  mannealaahtere  is  in  vj  ^ingea!  ffiiat  be 
hate  as  eei))e  seinte  lohBf  ftat  he  ^t  hatejt  hia  hn^ 
hia  Omycide!  [566]  whiche  ia  be  bakbiteinga !  Of 
whiche  bakbyteis  aeip  Salomon!  ftit  ^  hane  too 
Bwerdes  wi^Jn  whiche  fiei  alene  heia  neyhebours  If  For 
so^y  also  wikked  it  ia  to  be-nyme  hime  his  goode  name  u 
hia  lif!  [567]  %  Homicide  is  eke  in  ^neinga  of  wikked 
counsel  by  fraade  aa  for  to  jeoe  counsel  to  aieyM 
wninge^illy  cnstumee  &  talliages  [568]  of  whiche  ed^ 
Salomon-  Lyon  Eoieinge!  Beta  hungrye  bien  like  to 
crewel  lordecbippes  in  wi^haldinge  or  abnigeiiige  of  ^ 

schipe  or  ^  biie  of  vagea!  [. 

.  .  .  no  gap  in  the  MS.'\  Of  ^  almoe  of  )i6  pooer  folks! 
[569]  ffor  whiche  Jw  wiseman  eei^f  Fedefi  him  pa* 
almost  deye^  fot  hunger!  ffor  eo^y  bot  ])ou  feeds  him 
Jroa  sleate  him!  And  all  pes  bien  dedely  sinnes!  [570] 
Bodely  manslaohtec  is  whan  slost  him  witA  pi 
tunge  H  In  ojure  mauere  aa  whan  ^ou  commandest  to 
ale  a  man    or   elles   jeueat    htm    counsell    to   alene  a 
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man.  [571]  %  Manslanhtere  in  dede  is  in  .iijj.  manere! 
pat  on  ia  be  lawe!  Biht  as  a  lustice  dampnoji 
bim  Jiat  ia  conpable  to  ^e  de^f  bat  latte  ]n  luatice 
be  waire  Jiat  he  do  it  rihtfuUy!  And  ^t  he  do  it  not 
for  delite  to  spil  blode  bot  for  kepoinge  of  rihtwia- 
iiessef  [573]  IT  Anofere  homycido  is  done  for 
oecessite!  as  whan  a  manne  ale^eanofiereinfaia  defendant! 
And  fat  be  ne  maye  none  open  wiae  eschape  &omme  bis 
owen  def.  [575]  Bot  ceitejnly  if  he  maie  eskape  Tiith- 
outen  slanbtei  of  his  adiiersarye  &  elep  him 
he  do]i  ainne  '■  &  be  scbal  bere  penance  as  fot  dedely 
sinnef  [S74]  ^e  if  a  man  be  cas  ot  aduenture  achete 
an  arwe  01  cost  a  stone'  -with  po  wbicbe  be  ale^  a  roan 
it  is  homycide.  [575]  Eke  if  a  womman  be  necligeuce 
ouerely^  hir  childe  in  elepeinge.  'itt  is  homicide  & 
dedely  sinnef  [576]  Eke  whan  a  man  distroublej  po  con- 
cepclon  of  a  childe  or  make^  a  iromman  batayne 
he  drinkeii^e  of  Tenemous  h^bes  ^ruhe  wbicbe  scbe  may 
nouht  conceyae  i  or  sle^  a  childe  be  drinkes '.  or 
ellee  putte^  inne  certein  material  ])inges  in  hiie  secre 
places  to  ele  ^  childe  [577]  ot  elles  Aopo  vnkindo 
sinne  be  wbicbe  man  01  womman  schedi^  his  nature 
in  manero  or  in  place  pere  as  a  cbilde  maie  nouht  be  con- 
eeyaed '.  or  elles  if  a  womman  hajie  conceyued  &  hurteji 
her  self  &  slee^  bere  childe  f  jit  is  it  bomycide '. 
[578]  Whatte  seye  we  eke  of  wemmen  ptX  moidren 
ber  child(?rii !  for  dretia  of  wcrlilly  Hcliaino  cortea  an  bor- 
rihlo  homyciilo !  [579]  Honiytide  iacku  if  a  manno  apcocbejt 
to  a  wamm&ii  be  desire  be  desire  of  lytbery '.  be  pe  wliicha  pa 
cbikl  is  pemchoS  i  or  ellea  sniytej)  a  wo7Kraan  wityngly 
^onibe  wbiclie  scbe  Icse^  his  cbilde!  Al  ^es  ben  homy- 
cides'  and  dedely  orriblesiunoa!  [58o]1I  jutteco)Hme|)[ie/-oof 
Iro  mony  mo  sinnes!  as  wele  in  worde  as  in  Jjoiibte!  and 
in  dede!  as  bo  fat  areltejj  vppoH  god  or  blanief  god 
of  ^inge  of  whicbo  he  is  him  aolfe  gilty!  or  displeacf 
god  &  al  bis  halowes  as  done  pea  cursed  basadoura 
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iu  diaerao  contresf  [s^i]  fiB  cnreed  siiine  done  ))ei! 
when  fei  fden  in  het*  bert  fnl  wikkedly  of  god  & 
his  halowes.  [581]  ^  Aiao  whan  ^  tzeten  vareaerentlj 
P'  Bacrament  of  f  anter  IT  ^ilke  aiones  Hen.  eo  gret« 
^t  vime^  Jwi  maie  be  leleet!  bot  [lat  ^  mercje  of 
god  ptuae^  hia  verkea  it  is  bo  grete  &  so 
benigne '.  [583]  1^  }iaQ  come})  of  Ire  attrye  angurf 
whan  a  man  schaipely  amoneeched  in  hia  Bchiift  for  to 
lete  sinne !  [584]  pan  wil  he  hangry  And 
onaewero  hokerlye  &  angerlyf  or  defende  &  excuse 
his  sinne  be  vnstedfiEtstiiesse  of  hia  flesche!  or  elloe  La 
dide  it  for  to  holde  compaignye  wj'tA  wyse  felawcsf  Oi 
ellea  he  sei|«  fe  fende  entised  himef  [5S5]  or  elles  he 
dide  it  fb[  his  jon^  or  elles  hia  complexion  ia  so 
corsgeOQs  pat  he  m&i  uonht  for  here '.  or  elles  it  ia  his 
destanye  as  he  sei^  vnto  a  corteiue  age!  or  elles f  he 
sei^  it  comme^  him  of  gentilles  of  his  annceatieB 
and  aemblable  piagea  [5S6]  H  AH  Jieae  maner  of  folke 
BO  wisppon  hem  in  her  sinnes  pat  poi  ne  wol  noiiht 
dehueren  bo  self!  ffore  Bofiely  uo  pat  excnsefi 
him  wUfully  '.  of  his  sinne  !  may  not  be  deliuered  of  hia 
aiune  til  ^at  ho  mekelj  bo-knowe^  bla  aiune.  [587] 
1!  After  )iat  coinme^  swereinge  pat  is  expreste 
i^eiilea  p^  commandement  of  god  And  pia  befallep  oft 
of  anger  &  of  ire  f  [588]  God  aeifie!  )Kia  achalt  noubt 
take  fo  name  of  fine  lorde  god  in  veyne  ne  in  ydel.  Also 
oure  lorde  ibera  seif   be  pe  woide    of  seint  Mathewe 

[. no  gap  in  the  MS.]   [589]  Ne  wil  je 

nonht  awere  in  al  manera  Neyfere  be 
henen  for  it  ia  goddea  throne.  Ne  by  erfe  for  it  ia  |m 
bynche  of  his  feete  Ne  by  iherufolem!  For  it  is  )w  Cite  of 
a  grete  kyi^et  ne  be  |>in  hedef  for  |>oa  niaist  noi^t 
maako  an  her  white  no  blakef  [590]  Bot  aeife  be  jonra 
je.  ]e.  &  nay.  naye!  And  what  fat  ia  more 
it  iayueL  fus  aelfo  criste!  [59i]fforciiateeBaakeneEwere)i 
nouht  ao  aiufully  in  dismembringe  of  cmte  by  soule. 
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hert  bonea.  &  bodyf  ffoi  wrtes  it  eemef  |iat  je 
})en]ce))  Jut  Ji"  cmsed  lewea  dismembred  bim  oojt 
yaovbe !  [.  .  .no  gap  in  the  MS.]  bot  ;e  diamembieit 
Mm  moref  [592]  ^  And  if  so  be  ^t  ^  la  we  com- 
p^  yyw  to  svoto!  ^an  rewlej)  jowe  after  ^e  lawe  of 
god  in  joQie  sweieinge  aa  sei^e  leremje  in  ^  ii^<  capitis. 

[• no  gap  in  the  MS.]   fou 

Gchalt  kepe  ^re  conditions '.  ^a  scbalt  >  ewere  in  trou^ 
in  dome  &  in  libtwisnessef  [593]  ^is  to  seine 
^oD  Bcbalt  swere  Bo^e '  for  faery  leeeinge  is  ^eines  crist. 
For  eriat  ie  verifty  troufef  And  Jenke  wele  fia  Jiat 
eaery  greta  Bverer  noubt  compelled  lawfully  to  aweie 
]ie  wounde  schal  not  departe ,  fro  his  house  whiles  he 
Ysef  snche  vnleful  sworeingel  [594]  H  fou  schalt  swere 
eke  in  dome  wban  [lou  ait  constrejnedo  by  ])i  domes- 
uan  to  wittnese  ^e  trew)ief  [595]  Eke  ^a  schalt 
noubt  swere  for  envye  ne  for  fauor  ne  for  mede 
bot  for  rihtwianesBe  for  declaroinge  to 
worschipe  of  god !  &  to  helpeinge  of  fine  euen 
cristen'  [596]  And  ferfore  euerymau  Jut 
taheji  goddes  name  in  ydel  or  falsely  swercj  wij 
his  monje  or  elles  takej  on  him  ]»  name  of  criste 
to  be  called  a  cristenmanf  And  leue|)  t^eines  cristes 
leneynge  &  his  t«cheingQ  al  Jei  take  goddes  name 
in  ydel  [597]  H  Loke  eke  whate  seije  seint  Peter 
Actuum  .iiij".  Non  eat  aliad  notuea  snb  celo!  fmre 
is  non  ojere  name  seifi  seint  Peter  vnder  henen! 
yjonen  to  men  in  wbicbe  )rei  muste  be  saned ',  )iat  is  to 
seye  bot  in  )ra  name  of  ihwa  criste  [598]  ?  Tak  kepe  eke 
how  Jat  )ie  precious  name  of  ihr>.ni  criste  as  seifi  seinte  Foule 
ad  Pbilipense«!  x^j".  c".  In  nomine  ihesn'  &xf.  Jat  in  {te 
name  of  ihe«u  euery  kne  of  heuenly  cieatures  ,  or 
erjely  or  of  heU  scholde  bowen '.  fibr  it  is  so  hihe 
&  so  worechipfuB  Jat '  Je  cursed  fende  in  heH  scbolde 
tremblen  to  hero  it  nemenedf//  [599]  Jan 
BcmeJ    it    Jat    men     Jat     sweren     so     orrible    by    his 
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bliaaed  name  ^t  ^i  diapiaen  it  moie  boldely! 
fan  didea  f*  cursed  lewea!  or  ellee  fe  dead  |at 
tiemble^  whan  he  here^  his  nune '. 

[600]  How  certei  ee^  fat  swereynge  hot  it  be  do 
al  lawfoll;!  is  so  holy  defendede  meche  wets  is 
fotBwereinge  ialsly  f  And  jutte  nedelee 

[601]  what  seie  we  eke  of  heme  [.  .  no  gap  in  US.] 
in  ewereioge  &  holde  it  a  genterye  or  a  manly  dede  to 
Bwero  grete  o|»e8J  1i  and  of  hem  |iat  of  venei 
Taage.  ne  cesen  nouht  to  swere  giete  o}es'.  al  )«  caose 
nouht  wor]>e  a  atiawe '  Certea  f  is  is  an  orrible  sinne '.  [601] 
Sweijnge  sodanlj  wi^  oute  avisement  is  eke  a 
UDDe  i  [603]  ?  Nowe  late  tb  go  to  filke  onihle  &  cureed 
Bweringe  of  adiuraciono  &  coniuracione  as  done  Jtese  fals  en- 
chauntours  &  nygromansourtM !  In  basins  ful  of  water  01 
in  a  hriht  BWeide  in  a  aerkle  f  or  in  a  fiie  or  in  a  scbolder- 
bone  of  a  schepef  [604]  I.  kanne  not  seino  bot  )»t  }d 
done  CDTsedly  3t  dampnahly  ^einea  criste  &  al  ^ 
fei^  of  holy  chir  cbirche  f-- 

[605]  what  eeye  we  be  hem  pa,t  leuen  on 
deueoeylea'  as  be  flyht  or  be  noyse  of  birdes  01  of 
bestce  or  of  sorte  by  ygromausy .'  be  dremea  be  chirkeinge 
of  doreei  be  gnoweinge  of  rattea  or  crakkeyi^  of  hooses 
&  snche  manor  of  wrichednesse '.  [606]  Certes  al  H 
finge  is  defended  be  god  &  holy  chercbe '  Soi 
whiche  ^ei  bien  acuraed  titt  fei  come  to  amendemeot 
^at  on  Gucbe  fu])>e  aetten  hire  beleue!  [607]  Cbannes 
for  wonndeef  &  Maledies  of  men  or  of  bestes  if  t>ei 
taken  any  efiecte  it  may  be  peraduentnre  |>at  god  anffotef 
it  )»t  folke  scholde  jine  ^  more  &ij>e '.  and  Geoerence  to 
hie  name ! 

[608]  H  Kowe  wll  .1.  speke  of  leseinges  wbicbe  gsoer- 
aly  i»  &1b  cdgnifiant '.  of  wordes  en  entent  to  deceynen 
hia  henen  cristenf  [609]  Sam  leeejnge  ia  of  wbiche 
fen  commef>  none  anauntege  to  no  wight  f  And  acme  leso- 


inge 
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&  to  damage  of  anofere  manere f  [6io]  1i  Anofw 
for  to  [.  .  .  no  yap  in  the  MS."]  •Ano)iere  leseinge  comme|> 
of  delite  for  to  lye.  In  nhiche  delite  fei  wi!  fbrgen  a  longa 
tale  &  peynte  it  m))  al  circamstance  f  whei 
al  |>e  grounde  of  )ie  tale  is  fala!  [6ii]  SoniTTte  loeeingo 
Gomme))  for  he  wil  austeyine  his  woide '.  And  sum  leseynge 
Gomstli  of  rechelnesse !  wi{>  onten  aTieement!  &  sem- 
bla1]le  }nnge3 

[612]  H  Lat  Ta  now  touche  fe  vice  of  flatcrje 
-whiche  ne  come^  nouht  gladly  hot  for  drede  or  for  Couetific  f 
[613]  Flateiy  is  genendly  wrongeful  preyseinge  H  Flatrer- 
es  bene  Jie  deuelee  norices  J»at  norischen  his  childeme 
vi))  melke  of  losengrye!  [614]  ffor  Bo)>e  eeipe  Salomonf 
|ia£  flaterj  is  wers  ^an  detraccionef  ffor  sunt  tymo  de- 
traccion  make^  an  haimteu  min  )>e  more  humUo 
for  he  drede^  detraccioni  1i  Bot  certes  flatoty  makejt 
a  man  to  enhante  hia  herte  and  his  countenanced 
[615]  fflatery  bien  Jie  deuels  enchauntour!  ffor 
Jei  raaake  a  man  to  wene  of  him  self  to  be  like  fat  ho 
njs  nouht  lykef  [6i6]  fei  bien  like  to  ludas  fat  be-traycd 

[. no  gap  in  the  MS-I  a  man  to  sel  him 

to  his  ennemye  fat  is  to  fe  deuel  [617]  f  Flatereies  bien 
)«  deuel  ehapelleines  fat  aingen  euer  placei>o! 
[618]  I.  leken  flateiy  in  fe  vices  of  iief  H  For  oft 
lima  if  a  man  be  ivrofo  wij)  aiitifcct^  f  feii  «il 
he  flatcre  earn,  wy ght  to  austuine  him  in  hia  qworoH ! 

[619]  Speke  WQ  uowe  of  suche  cursinge  as  uo'itmcj) 
outeof  Itcoushertuf  Mnlyaon  maybe  seidegenfirallyt;!  eiiciy 
man  power  of  harme  such  curaynge  bereuef  man  fro 
fe  Regne  of  godf  As  soipo  seint  PouIcS  [620]  fat 
auche  curaingo  ■wrongefully  retournof  oft  tymo  ajeine  to 
him  fat  cureefe  Aa  a  hirde  rotoHrnefi  ajeino  vn  to  hia 
owen  nestei  [621]  And  oucro  olfingo  men  ouhto 
eschcffo  to  curse  hei  childem  Si  ^eue  to  fe  deuel 
here  engcudorew  as  fer  forf  e  aa  in  hem  is  II  Certee  it  is 
a  greto  perile  &  a  grete  sinnc' 
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[633]^  LetevB  ^au  spekeof  chidungef  AndTeproche 
vbiche  biene  giete  wotmdes  ia  manncs  herte!  for 
fe  vnaewe  fa  Bcmee  of  frendadiippe  in  monnee  herte! 
[613]  ffoi  certes  YrmBfea  may  a  man  boe  plejnely 
accorded  wi]i  him  ^t  ha^  him  openly  levilede  & 
reproued  &  diaclatmderdei  ^is  ia  a  fol  giysly  simief 
aa  criete  soi^  in  ]>e  goapdtf  [614]  And  take  kepe  nova 
^t  he  }Nit  reproae^  hia  neyhbooief  oy]wre  he  reproaep 
him  be  som  harme  of  peyne  ^t  he  ba^  on  his  body! 
aa  mesel  croked  hailotte  oi  be  somme  sinne  ^at  be  do^l 
[635]  Kowe  if  he  rcprooe  him  be  horme  of  peyna 
fan  tornef  J>e  prcifete  to  iheni  cmtef  for  peyne  is 
sent  be  pa  rihtwiae  sonde  of  gode!  &  be  his  suAancef 
be  it  Uesclrye  or  mayme!  ore  maladye!  [616]  And  if  he 
rcpntue  him  vncharitablye  of  aynne '.  As  )>on.  holoois '.  foa 
dronken  lewde  harlotef  and  ao  forf !  ])aa  appartene^  ^t 
to  fe  rejoyseinge  of  fe  deael  ^t  eucT  hafe  loye 
pat  men  doon  synnef  [637]  And  certos  chidynge  may 
not  come  bot  of  velens  hcrtef  Sbr  after  ])o 
abundance  of  ye  herte  Bpeke))e  }io  moujra  fnl  oft '. 
[6z8]  And  )e  Bcholne  vnderstonde.  ^t  luke  be  any.  vaye 
whan  any  man  schal.  chaat«  anofere  ano^r  fat  he  be  war 
fro  cbideii^e  or  reproneinge  f  ffor  trewly  bot  he  be 
war  he  may  ful  lyhtly  queken  Jw  fuyre  of  anger  f  and  of 
wraffe!  wbiche  fat  he  achold  qweuche  &  peradnentnr 
slefe  him  fat  he  myht  chastise  wif  benyng- 
nite!  [639]  ffor  ae  seife  Salomon  the  amyable  tougef  is 
fo  tree  of  liff  fat  is  to  seyne  of  lif  eepiritaele  and 
a  dtalaue  tonge  slefe  fe  epirites  of  him  fat 
repreucf  'And  eke  of  him  fat  is  repreuedf  [630]  Lo 
what  scinte  Anstine  eeifef  fere  is  nofii^  ylyke  fe 
denelea  childe  as  be  fat  oft  chidef  f  Seint  poale  seife 
eke  .L  Bemant  of  god  behouef  noubt  to  chide  [631]  H  And 
bowe  fat  chide  inge  is  a  veleyns  finge  betwex  al 
maner  folke  jit  is  it  certes  most  vnkoaenable 
be-twyx   a  man   &  bis   wyt;    for   fere   is   cener  reste! 
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And  ^erfor  sei^  Salomon.  An  honse  )iat  is  vukonerde 
in  reyna  &  dropisge  f  &  a  chideioge  wif.  bene  ylikef 
[633]  s  man  ^t  is  in  in  a  dropinge  hons  in  many 
place!  ^yhe  he  Bchewe  fe  diopinge  in  o  place 
it  dioppe^  in  anofiere  in  a  no^ere.  So  forefie  it  be 
a  ohideinge  vyt'.  bot  ecbe  cbide  h'"t  in  □  place  schs 
■wH  chide  him  in  anojieref  [633]  And  ferfor  is  better 
a  moreel  of  brede  tn'tA  loye!  ]ian  an  hona  ful  of 
delicee  wi^  chideinge  seijw  Salomon  J  [634] 
Poole  Beijw  0  je  wemnen  be  je  soubiettee  to  joure 
hnebondee  as  be-hoae)ie  in  god!  And  ;e  men  louen  jonre 
iryrea  Ad  Clonicenses  -i^j". 

•  [^3S]  ^  AftOTward  speke  we  of  scorenynge  wMche  ia  a 
wikked  sinne !  And  namely  irhan  he  scorene J  a  man  for 
his  goode  weiies!  [636]  fTor  certe  auche  Bcomeia 
feren  y-like  fe  fonle  tode  fat  mai  not  endnre  to 
emel  fe  ewete  sanour  of  pe  Tine  when  it 
flonre)i!  H  [637]  pes  scomers  bien  portinge  felawes 
■with  fe  denel!  =  for  yd  hane  loy  whan  fe  deuol 
wynnep!  &  sorwe  whan  he  lesefi!  [638]  fei  bene 
adoerearies  to  ouie  lorde  ihera  criste!  ffot  ^ei  hnten  |nt  he 
lotie)>e  Jiat  ie  to  sei .  sanacion  of  sonle  £ 

[639]  H  Speke  we  nowe  of  wikked  eonnsel  H  Foi  he  pat 
wikked  counsel  jene^  is  a  tiaitour!  foi  he  distroyPe 
him  pat  trnstep  in  hir" .  Tt  achitofeH  de  Absone , 
Bat  napeles  jit  is  it  wikked  counsel  finte  ajeines  him 
selfe  [640]  for  as  seipe  pe  wisemouf  Euery  fals 
leneynge  hape  pis  properte  in  him  selfe  pat  he  pat 
wil  anoye  auopere  man  first  anoyep  him  eelff 
[641]  And  men  scbal  Tndeetande  pat  man  schal  nonht 
take  his  counsel  of  fals  folke!  ne  of  to  angry  folke  or 
greuoxiB  folke '.  ne  of  folke  pat  a  louep  specialy  to  muche  here 
owen  profite!  ne  to  mncheweiidly  folke  namely  in  conseleinge 
of  soolee  i 

[642]  V  Nowe  commep  pe  sinne  of  hem  pat 
niaken  discoide  amonges  folke  whiche  is  a  sinne    pot 
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crista  hate^  Ttterlyf  And  no  wondei  is'  Sot  he  dejed 
for  to  mttake  ooncotde '.  [643]  &  moi  scliame  done  yta  to 
cristo!  ^an  dide  pa.  pai  him  cnicified!  fibr  god 
loae^  better  fat  frenchepe  be  unooges  foike!  fut 
he  dide  hie  owen  bod;'  whiche  he  jaf  for  Tniteeef 
^^ore  beene  ^i  likned  to  )ra  denel  ^t  enere  is 
aboute  to  nuke  dieooide 

[644]  V  Kowe  comme^  |ie  nnne  of  dovble  tonge  sache 
as  epeken  faire  befoi  folkef  Ss  wlkkede  bo-hynde  or 
ellM  ^ei  moken  eembland  as  ^ohe  fa  epake  of 
goode  entencion  or  dies  in  game  &  plejef  And  jit  fe 
speke  of  wikked  entente ! 

[645]  4  Kow  comme^  be-wreTnge  of  connseile  ^nrhe 
whiche  a  man  is  de&medf  vaefea  mayo  he  restore^  fo 
danugeef 

[646]  Nowe  commep  manas  ^t  ia  an  hopen  folyf  ffor 
be  ^t  manasae^f  he  ^te^  more  ^an  he  nuie 
do  fill  oft  time! 

[647]  Nowe  come^  ydel  vordea  ^  is  wijieonten 
pTvfite  of  him  ^t  epeke^  ^  wordes  &  eke  of  him 
fat  herkene])  fe  woides!  Or  elle  ydol  vordea  bien 
fo  pat  bien  nedeleese  or  wi^uten  entent  of  natnielf 
profile!  [648]  And  al  be  it  ^t  Idal  wordes  Bom- 
time  bien  venial  sinne  jlt  echold  men  douto  hem '.  ffor  we 
scholne  jeue  reken^ynge  of  hem  be-fbr  god '. 

[649]  Xowe  conune^  langelynge  >at  may  no^t  come  wife- 
owten  sinne  as  eei^  Salomoa!  It  is  a  signe  of  ftperte 
folye!  [650]  And  Jterefore:  a  philoeophre  Baide!  'Whwi 
a  man  asked  hyme  bowe  men  echold  pleae  f«  peple! 
And  he  aoswaide!  Do  goode  werkesf  &  speke  feve 
langelingee  i 

[651]  After  pis  come^  fo  riime  of  lapea  ^ 
bien  deuele  apea  ffor  ^  maken  folke  to  lawhe  «« 
her  Isperye  as  folkaa  done  att  ^  gaades  of  an  hapel 
Snche  lapea  defende).  saint  Poole;  [65a]  Loke  howe 
M      vertooueo      wordes      &      holy',      conoerten     hail 
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pat  traneyle  in  ^  B^raice  of  ciist!  Biht  bo  conuerten 
^  TilenB  woide  &  J>e  knaklcee  of  ^  lapee  bem  }at 
travejlea  in  ^e  seruiss  of  fe  deuel.  [653]  H  Jies  bien 
P*  eiane  Jut  eommef  of  ^  tongef  ^t  commef  of  in 
&  of  o])ere  sinnes  f 

[654]  The  remedes  ajeinerSj 
clepen        maiuuetude        ^t 
eke  ano^^ra  vertue  fat  men  clepen  pacience ! 
no  gap  in  the  MiS.] 

[655]  Bebanatte  wip-drawep  &  refrejne^ 
pa  Etringee  &  pe  menejnges  of  mannes  coiage  in  hia 
herte!  in  aache  maner  ^t  ^i  scipe  noujt  onte  be 
anger  ne  be  iref  [656]  SuSrance  snffie^  swetlj  al 
pe  anoyance  ^t  &  Jie  wrongea  pat  men  done  to  a  man 
outewardef  [657]  H  Seint  lerom .  seip  piu  of  debonarte! 
pat  it  dope  none  haime  to  no  wight  ne  seipe  for  none 
harme  pat  men  him  done  na  seine '.  He  ne  eechaungep  nou}t 
ajeines  his  reaon '  [658]  $  Thia  vertue  commep  some  time  of 
Kature !  ffor  as  seipe  pe  Fhilosopher '.  A  man  is  a  white 
Pinge  be  nature  f  debcnaiie  &  tietable  be  goodnessef 
Bot  whan  debonairete  is  enformed  of  grace,  it 
is  pe  mora  worpe  f  // 

[659]  Pacience  pat  is  anopere  remedy  a^ynes  iiof 
it  is  a  veitne  pat  snf&ep  swetely  enery  mannes  goodnesse '. 
&  is  nojt  wrope  for  none  harme  pat  is  done  vnto  her .  // 
[fi6o]  The  Philosopher  seipe  pat  paciens  is  pilke 
Tertve  pat  safferp  debonaily  al  pe  outrage  ef 
adue7«itee  &  euery  wikked  worde!  [661]  pis  vertue 
makep  a  man  ylyke  to  godf  And  makep  him  his 
owen  der  childe  as  seipe  crist!  This  vertae  discomforp 
pine  Ennemyef  and  p«rfoiQ  seipe  pe  wise  man.  If  pou 
wilte  venqwys  pin  enemye.  leiene  to  suffer!  [662]  And 
jKm  schalt  Tuder-stande  pat  a  man  safferp!   ii|j.  manere 
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of  gmunee  in  otvud  ^isges:  Ajeinee  irtkiche  fome 
he  mot  bane  fonie  maner  of  paoence 

[663]  fo  finte  grmuaee  is  of  wf ked  mndeB !  ^iDce  gi«- 
nsDce  Bofied  onie  loide  ihora  oist  wi^  oaten  gntccbemge  fill 
podentlj!  Whan  ^  lewes  dupised.  hira  &  repnToad  Mm! 
ful  oft  [664]  BoSor  fou  fen  foT«  pacientlj!  for  fe 
iriaeman  eke  sei^!  If  ^a  etrif  «i^  a  fole  ^oha 
fe  fole  be  wTo|ie  or  |>oaIte  he  lavhe  al  gate  5 
faa  Bchalt  haae  no  reete  [665]  f  ^  to^en  gteuance 
ontewaid  ia  to  hane  damage  of  ^i  catel '.  ftae  a:jem 
Bnffurd  criste  fnl  poidentlj!  whan  he  wax  dispoilede  td 
)iat  he  haddo  in  fia  life  &  Jnt  nas  nonht  hot  fa  doffB 
[666]  1  ^an  greuance  ia  to  a  man  hane  hame  in 
his  bodje!  fnt  Boffied  criate  ful  paciently  rn  al  his 
passion  [667]  Jn  fer|)e  grenanoe  is  an  ontrageoDS 
laboure  in  werkes.  Wherfor  .L  seie  )»t  folke  fat 
maken  hete  Bfmantee  to  tnmeyle  to  greaooslye  or  onto  of 
time  as  on  holidayeef  bo^;  fei  done  grete  mnne.  / 
[668]  'Here  a^eine  suffred  cnste  ful  psdently.  And 
tauht  TB  pacience  vhan  he  baie  vpoit  his  bliaeed 
scholdei  ):e  ctob  vpon  f>e  whiche  he  scholde  snSui 
a  spltous  de^f  [^^9]  ^  Heie  male  men  leme  to  be 
pacientl  foicertes  nonht  onel j  cristen  men  bene  padent 
for  ^  lone  of  iheni  criste!  &  lot  guerdone  of  fe  UiBse 
of  henen.  And  of  ^e  liIMul  lyf  ^t  ia  peMnnblef  Bot 
certes  ^  olde  p^neymes  ^t  nener  were  criateii  cofr^ 
nienden  Si  vaen  |ie  vertue  of  pacience  i 

[670]  A  philoBofre  vpon  a  time  Jmt  wolde  hane 
bet  hia  disciple  for  his  giete  tieepoce  for  whiche  he  waa 
gretely  ameuedef  &  broubte  a  jeide  to  Bcoore  ^ 
«;bilde!  [671]  And  whan  fo  childo  sawe  fa  }erds  He 
Beide  to  hia  master  what  wil  ^e  dof  I.  wil  beta 
qtwd  |ie  MMster  for  fi  conectione.  [67  a]  For  so^ 
we  quod  ^  childe  jowe  onhte  firate  coreete  jooie  of  f(A 
je  hane  lost  jonre  padenee  for  >e  gilte  of  a  childe ! 
1.  73J     For    so^    quod    ^    Uaister    al    wepeinge    foa. 
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seist  so)»!  Haue  ^a  pe  ;eide  my  dare  sone5  & 
correcte  me  for  myne  impacience '.  [674]  Of  paciene  comme^ 
obedience  f  of  vbiche  a  man  is  obedient  to  cristof  & 
to  dtt  hem  to  wiche  he  oohte  be  obedient  in  criatc. 
[675]  And  Tndestande  wele  J»t  obedience  ia  perBtel 
wban  men  done  gladly  &  hastely  vi}i  good 
faerte  enterely  al  ^t  he  schold  dof  [676]  Obedience 
generaly  is  to  performe  ^e  doctrine  of  god  & 
of  his  eovreygnea  to  whiche  him  ouhte  to  be  obeiasant 
to  al  lihtwianeaee 

De  Aoddia. 

[677] 

After  Ji'  sinnes  of  Enevy  [.  .  .  .  no  gap  in  the  MS.']  X 
vil  spoke  of  J»e  ainnes  of  accidef  For  Enevy 
blinde})  }>e  herte  of  ■  manf  And  ire  trouMeji 
amanf  And  Accide  Make^  him  hevye  fiouhtful  & 
wrawef  [678]  Enevy  &  Ire  mokefi  bittemes  in  hart! 
whiche  bittemes  is  moder  of  accidie.  &  benyme^  him 
f«  loue  of  al  goodneese .  fen  is  accide  [)e 
angwysche  of  a  browble  hert '  And  eeinte .  Austeyne  seijte  : 
It  is  anoye  it  ia  anoy  of  goodenesse '.  &  anoye  of  harmef  [679] 
eertes  ))is  is  a  dampuable  sinne  f  ffitr  it  do^  wronge  to  iheni 
cristef  in  alsomuche  ^t  he  nymmefi  ^  seroice  faX  men 
ouhto  to  do  to  ihe«a  criato  mf  al  diligence  as  Bei|>  Salomon  • 
[680]  Bot  accide  dope  none  suche  diligence'  he  do^e 
al  )iiuge  vif  anoye  f  &  wrawneaeo  slakneeae 
&  excnsacion  &  vip  dulnes  &  vnliut!  Sor 
vliich^  )>e  boke  seipe  acursed  be  he  )>at  do))e  ^at  dofi  ]!e 
MTuice  of  god  neclygently!  [681]  ^n  ia  Accide 
Enevye  to  eueryche  astat«  of  man '  For  certea  ^  eitat«  of 
man  is  in  )ire  maneis!  [682]  Eyjwre  it  ia  ^e  state  of 
Innocence  aa  was  Jm  state  of  Adam  be-foie  he  fel  in  to 
ainnef  In  whiche  he  was  holden  to  worche  as  in 
an  hereynge '.  &  in  adontynge  of  god '.  [683]  Ano)>ere  estoto 
ia  pe  etate  of  ainfolmen'  in  whiche  estate  men  bien  holden 
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to  labour  in  pieyinge  to  god   for  amendement  of  hers 

[. no  gap  in  the  MS.) 

■iniiesf  [684]  Ano^ere  estate  ee  ^  estate  of  grace'.  In 
vhiche  estate  he  is  balden  to  do  weikes  of  penitence  f  And 
ceitas  to  al  pea  ^ingee  is  Decide  Enemy  &  con- 
tmria.  for  be  loneji  no  besinesse  att  alf  [6S5]  H  Nowe 
certes  ))is  fonle  sinne  accidef  is  eke  a  fol  grete  enemye 
til  fe  liflode  of  fe  bodjf  ffot  it  hafe  no  poiueance 
a^eine  temp[cn-]ele  neceesitef  for  it  is  for-sIewf«d  &  for 
slogge})  &  difitruye^  al  goodes  temperelles  be 
recbilnesse! 

[686]  %  (m  fonrte  Jiinge  ia  pat  Accide  is  like  hem 
pat  bien  in  pe  pejne  of  heti  becanse  of  ber  elon^e 
&  of  ber  bevineese!  ffor  ^i  ^at  bien  dampned  bien 
80  bounde  ^t  pal  ne  mayo  wele  do!  ne  wele 
{ranks!  [687]  Of  accide  comme^  first  |)at  a  man  is 
snoyed  &  encombT«d .  '  to  done  any  goodnesse '.  & 
make])  })at  god  ba)ie  Abomynadoun  of  sncbe 
as  sei^  aeinte  loK . 

[688]  N'dw  comme))  sleu^  ^at  vil  not  eoSk  none 
bardenesae  ne  none  penance!  For  so^  slon^  is  so 
tender  &  so  delicate  aa  eei)ie  Salomon '  pat  he  wil  not 
Bui&e  none  bardenesae  ne  penance  H  And  ferfor  ho 
schende^  al  fiat  be  do^e  [689]  a^einee  bis  roten 
heroid  aiane  of  Accide  f  And  eloiipe  sholde  men 
exercise  bemself  to  done  good  werkes.  &  manly 
&  vertaoualye  cacben  corage  wele  to  done  thenk- 
inge  fat  oure  lords  ihero  criste  qnytejjo  euery  goode 
dede  be  it  neuere  so  lite!  [690]  vsage  of  laboure  is 
grete  a  Jinge '.  ffor  it  makojt  as  seifw  seinto  Bernard !  The 
laborer  to  hane  stronge  harmes  &  hard  synoTfesf  & 
BlowJ,e  make>  him  febel  &  tendref  [691]  IF  fan  commej' 
drede  to  bfr^jime  for  to  wirke  any  goode  werkef  U  For 
certes  he  >at  is  enclined  to  einnef  him  finke  it 
"  "->  greto  an  emprise!  for  to  undertake  to  do  werkea 
®  [69a]  [ 
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•    •     •    no  gap  in  the  M&I\  as  sei])e  seint  Oregon^ 

[693]  H  Kowe  f  comme^  wanhope  ))at  is  dispeire  of  pe 
mercie  of  god  f  \a\  comme^  sume  tiine  of  to  myclie  out- 
lageous  sorwe  U  And  some  tiine  of  muche  drede  ymagen- 
yngel  ^at  he  ha^  done  so  mnche  sinne  ]>at  it  wH 
nonht  aveile  him  ^ouhe  he  wold  repent  himf  & 
fornsaak  &  do  goode  f  [694]  ]>oruhe  whiche  dispeire  or  drede  f 
he  abonnde])  his  hert  to  euery  manere  sinne  f  As  8ei])e 
seint  Augastef  [695]  whiche  dampnable  sinne  if  f^at 
it  continue  vn  to  his  endef  it  is  cleped  sinnynge  in  )>e 
holy  gostf  [696]  ^is  orrible  sinne  is  so  perilous 
^t  he  ^at  is  despeiredf  ^ere  ne  is  no  sinne 
^t  he  doute])  for  to  do  as  schewde  wele  be  ludasf 
[697]  Certes  ])an  a-bouen  al  sinnes  ^an  is  pis  sinne 
most  displesant  to  cristf  &  most  aduersaiie  [698] 
to  crist  //  So]>ely  he  pat  dispeyrep  him  f  is  like  ]>e  cowarde 
champeoun  recreant  f  &  seipe  creantf  al  wipoutene  nedef 
Alas  alas  nedeles  is  he  creantf  &  seipe  creant 
nedelesse  despeired  f  //  [699]  for  certes  Y  ^Q^'^cj  of  god  is 
euer  redy  to  ]>e  penytencef  it  is  aboue  al  his  werkcs 
[700]  H  Alas  can  not  a  man  be-penke  him  of 
seint  lukef  15^  where  as  criste  seipe  pat  as  wele  schal 
pere  bef  loye  in  heuen  vpon  a  sinful  man  pat  dope 
penitence  f  pan  vpon  90  &  .19.  pat 
[.  ...  710  ga]p  in  the  MS^  nedep  no  penitonte  [701] 
U  Loke  ferpermore  in  pe  gospel  f  pe  loy  &  pe 
festes  of  pe  good  man  pat  hadde  lost  his  sonef  whan 
his  sone  wip  repentance  was  retorned  to  his  feuierf 
[702]  Can  pei  noujt  remembre  hem  ekef  pat  as  seipe 
seinte  luca  13  \  c^  how  pat  pe  pef  seipe  pat  was  hongede 
be-side  ihe^u  cristes  sidef  Lorde  remembre  on  me  whan 
pou  commest  vn  to  pi  kingedome  [703]  H  For  sope  seide 
cristf  To  daie  pou  schalt  be  w/t^  me  \n 
paradise  1  [704]  Certes  per  nys  none  so  orrible  sinne  of 
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man  ^t  it  ne  maye  in  hk  lif  be  destreyde  be  penitenoe  f 
^rube  yertae  of  ^  passion  &  pe  de^  of  aistef 
[705]  H  Alas  wbat  nede^  man  to  be  despeired* 
)nn.  se^en  bis  mercj  so  redye  is 5  An  aske  &  bane!  // 
[706]  ^n  commejy  sompnolence  fai  is  slc^e 
slombie  wbicbe  make^  a  man  beny  &  dul  in 
bodyf  &  in  soolef  And  pia  sinne  comme^  of  &lew]Kf 
[707]  And  certes  pe  time  ]>at  be  wey  of  resone  men 
Bcbold  non^t  slepe  by  pe  morwe  bot  if  fere  were 
cause  lesonablef  [708]  ffor  8o)»e]y  in  pe  morwe  tide  is 
most  coaenable  a  man  to  seie  bis  preyers  &  for 
to  ]>inken  on  god  &  for  to  bonooie  godf  and  to 
jeuen  abnoe  )»atcommen '  to  pe  pore  ^at  first  comen  in  fe  name 
of  cristef  [709]  Lo  wbat  eeife  Salomon  f  wbo  so  wil 
be  ^  mome  awake  to  seke  me  be  scbal  finde 
[710]  H  ^an  commc])f  neclige?u;e  or  recbelnesse 
pzt  rekke))  of  no  ^ingef  &  bowe  ^t  ignorance  is  fe 
moder  of  al  barmef  Certes  nedigens  is  fe  noriscbe 
to  [711]  necligenteff  ne  do])e  no  force  wban  be  scbal  done 
a  ]>inge  wbe^er  be  do  it  wele  or  badly  f 

[712]  Of  fe  remedy  of  ]>es  two  sinnes  as  sei^ 
))0  wisman  U  ^at  be  ]>at  drede^  god*  spare)^  noubt 
to  done  ^at  bim  onbt  to  donef  [713]  And  be  }»t  lone]) 
god  wyl  do  diligence  to  plese  god  by  bis  werkes 
&  aboonden  bim  self  wi^  al  bis  mybt  wele  for  to  donel 
[714]  H  pan  comme  Idelnese  fat  is  fe  jate  of  al 
barmesf  Anf  ydel  man  is  lyke  to  a  place  ^t  ba^  no 
wallesf  pe  dead  may  entre  on  en^  sidef  or  scbote 
att  bim  att  discouert  be  tempacions  on  enery  sidef 
[715]  ^18  ydelnes  is  pe  ^rrok  of  al  wikked  & 
veleynes  ^onbtesf  &  of  al  Tangles  tmfles  & 
al  ordure  5  [716]  Certes  pe  beuen  is  jouen  to  bis^  ^t 
wil  laboore  &  noubt  to  ydel  folkef  Eke  dauid  sei^ 
))at  ^i  ne  be  not  in  pe  laboure  of  men  f  ne  ^  ne  scbohi 
not  be  wbipped  wi])  menf  ]>at  is  to  seie  in  puigatorief 
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[717]  Cartes  faa  aeme^  it  fei  acbal  bo  tormentod 
wi^  fie  dcuel  in  hd !  bot  if  ftA  done  penytcnce  f 

[718]  ^an  comme^  }e  einne  )Hit  men  clepcn 
tarditasf  A3  whan,  a  man  is  so  latred  &  bo  tariiugo  ere 
he  wil  tome  to  god!  And  certcs  ^t  is  a  grote  folye! 
He  is  like  bim  ^at  falle^  in  pe  dichef  And  wil  nouLt 
arisef  [719]  And  fia  vice  coinmcjie  of  fols  bope;  ^at 
he  )>inke|)  {lat  be  scbal  leue  longe '.  bot  ^at  bope 
laile>fuloft! 

[720]  H  |ian  commeji  laches  ^t  is  be  ^  whan  he 
heginnefi  any  goode  verko!  anone  be  y/H  for-lete  it  & 
stinte  aa  done  ^i  ^at  haue  any  wight  to  gouernef 
St  ne  taken  of  bim  no  more  kepeJ  anone  as  fei  finde 
any  contraiie  01  anye  anoye  /  [721]  H  ^es  bene  fe  now 
echeperdes  fat  laten  ber  scbepe  renne  wyteingly  to 
ye  wolf  f  )iat  is  in  ))e  breioB !  or  done  no  fora  of  her  owen 
gonemancef  [722]  H  Of  fia  comme))  pouertef  &  discripcion 
bot  of  spmtuele  &  temporal  fit^es  H  ))!in  coTnmeJi 
a  manure  of  coldenessa!  fat  fresuj)  al  fe  berte  of  manf 
[723]  H  paa  commef  Tndeuocionejiorube!  wliicbea  man  bis  bo 
blontell  And  as seifieseint Bernard. Heha])esncheIangour in 
soole  fai  ho  male  ney)>ere  rede  ne  singe  in  holy  chercbe 
Ne  here  ne  Jnnke  of  deuocion'  ne  traueylo  wi)* 
his  hondes  in  no  goode  werke !  ^t  it  nys  to  bim  vnsauerye '. 
II  And  al  apalledf  [724]  fanwaxetb  he  sore  &  slowe  & 
slomhref  &  sone  wil  be  wropef  And  sone  is  encUnede 
to  hate  &  to  envye  //  [725]  )ane  commofi  pe  rinne  of 
werldly,  aorwe '.  wbicbe  fat  is  clepide  tristicia '.  fat  slefe  a 
man  as  seife  seint  Fonlef  [726]  ffoi  certos  ancbe  sorwe 
worchef  to  pe  defe  of  fe  soole  &  of  }>e  body  also 
H  Fur  ftTo  of  tomniDJi  fat  a  man  ia  anoyod  of  his  owen  lif  f 
[717]  'W^le^(^fo^  sucho  Bonve!  scbortef  ful  oft  fo  lif  of 
a  man  ei  fat  bia  time  commc ' 
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[The  Itemed  If  against  Aecidie.'\ 

[738]  H  Ajeynes  \iia  omblo  Biim«  of  Acdde  &  ^ 
bnonchea  of  ^  samef  ^ere  ia  &  vertae  |Nit  is  called 
fortitadof  01  strenkep  |»t  u  on  &ffeccioun  ^rulie 
whiche  a  man  dupUeJra  al  noyeua  Jiioge'  [729]  1  fis 
Tertue  ia  so  myhty !  &  so  vigoroiue  ^t  it  dar  wi)>-stande 
injlityly  Sc  wiestel  ^eiuea  \a  aanle  of  the  deuelf 
And  wisely  kepen  Mm  selfe  &ome  penlea  \aX  bienwikked! 
\.Ty>\  Fot  it  enchaonce))  &  enfoi^))  )e  sonle  Biht  aa 
oocide  abated  it  make])  febel  //  for  Jos  foititiide 
may  longe  enduie  be  loDge  sofiranoe  f  ^  traveile  ]iat  bien 
cgnuenable ! 

[7ji]  )iis  VBitoe  ha|i  mony  spjceaf  T  ^ 
fiist  ia  eloped  magmficeiice  f  ))at  is  to  seie  f^«te  Corage ! 
ifor  certea  })er  behoue^  gieto  oorage  a^eines  accidie  f  lea 
|iat  swolowe  >e  sowle  be  f>e  aiime  of  aorwe!  01 
destniye  it  be  woobopef  [73a]  ^  fis  vertu  make^ 
folke  to  Tndertake  hatde  ^ingea  &  grenonse  fiinges 
be  hire  owen  wyH  wyeely  &  resonablyf  [733]  And  for 
ala  mucbe  as  Jie  deuel  fihtep  a^eines  man  more  be 
queyntise  &  be  aleyht  ^an  be  strenke^ '.  %  )ierefore  a  man 
flchal  witA-stonde  him  witA  witto  Se  witA  leson  &  witA  dis- 
crecion  //  [734]  jwn  bien  ^ere  Jw  vertuea  of  feilre  & 
hope  in  god ;  A  in  hia  seintes  to  acbeaen  &  accompUae 
>e  goode  werkeaf  in  whiche  he  pnrpoae  fermely 
to  continue:  [735]  jMin  commef  auerte  or  (dkemesBef 
&  J»»t  ia  whan  a  man  [. 

I^'^'^J no  gap  in  the  M8.] 

dojw ;  &  perfonnej.  grete  wertes  of  goodenease  jMt  he  ha>a 
begonne!  And  j«t  ia  >e  ende  whi  ^t  men  echold  do  goode 
werkeaf  IT  for  in  ^  compMseingB  of  goode 
«-ke«  lil«  ^  grete  guerdone  [737]  H  ,«n  ia  f«« 
conatan<«  ^t  ia  ataUeneeaa  of  Comgef  And  fis  scholda 
^    m    harte    be    stedfeat    feifef    &     ,-„    J^^    *    f„ 

LAXSDOWNE    68*   (6-T.  floU)       [.W=<i.l«« 


8IX-TBXT   651 

GROUP  L  §  2.  pabson's  taus.  LanBdowne  MS.  665 

beieinge  f  And  in  chore  f  &  in  dede  [738]  eke  f  IT  pere  bien 
mo  special  ]>iiige8  &  remedy  ajeines  accide  in  diuerse  werkes  1 
&  i}»  consideracion  of  pe  peyne  of  hell:  &  of  the 
I07  of  heuenf  &  in  ^e  trust  of  pe  grace  of  pe  holy 
goste  )»at  wil  ^iuen  him  myht  to  p^orme  hid 
entente 

Da  Anarioia.  d^ataricta 

[739] 

A  fiber  Accidie  wil  .1.  speke  of  avarice  1  &  of 
Couetyse  //  Off  whiche  sinne  sei))  eeint  Panlel 
^t  ])e  rote  of  al  ainnes  ia  couetisef  Ad 
Thimotheum  6^  [740]  H  For  sopely  whan  pe  herte  of  a 
man  is  confounded  in  hit  selfe  &  trouble  &  pai  pe 
soule  hskp^  loste  pQ  comforte  of  godl  ))an  sike^  he  ane 
ydel  solace  of  werldely  ))inge8  i 

[741]  U  Auarice  after  ]>e  scripcione  of  seint  Austyne  ; 
is  a  lykerousnes  in  hert  to  haue  er]>ely  ^ingesl 
[742]  Somme  opere  folk  seyne  ]>at  Auarice  is  for  to 
purchase  mony  erpelj  ^ingesf  &  no  ^inge  jiue 
to  hem  pat  haue  nede  [743]  H  And  vnderstand  ]»ou  wele  i  psi 
aiuoice  nys  nouht  onelye  in  lande  ne  in  catettf  hot  sum 
time  in  science  and  in  glorye  And  in  euerj  manere  of 
outrageous  ))inge8  is  auerycef  &  couetysel  [744]  H  And 
]»  difference  be-tuex  Auarice  &  couetise  is  piai 
Couetise  is  for  to  coueyte  suche  ^inges  as  )k)u 
haste  nouht  f  =  And  Auarice  is  to  wip-holde  &  kepe  suche 
Jnnges  as  pou  hast  wip  outen  rihtful  nede  [745]  H  So]>ely 
pis  Auarice  is  a  sinne  pat  is  ful  dampnable  i  ffor  al  holy 
writte  curse^  itf  &  speke])  ajeines  itf  ffor  it  do))e 
wronge  to  ihf«u  criste  i  [746]  for  it  be-reue])  him  pe  loue 
pat  men  to  him  owen.  And  tumep  it  bakwarde  ajeines 
al  resonf  [747]  &  makep^  ))at  pe  Auarioious  man 
hape  more  hope  in  his  catel  ]>an  in  ihesu  criste  f  And 

[• 

no  gap  in  tfie  MS,]  [748]  pereioi  seipe 
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seinte    poule.     Ephec/off    5^     }»t    AuaicBS    man    is 
^ral  to  ydolatrie  i 

[749]  What  differenoe  is  betnex  an  ydolastre  & 
an  Anaroiisiiianf  Bot  ^an  ydolatre&an  Auaridoiisnuaipar 
adnentnr  ne  htLpe  bot  one  ntanmet  f  or  taof  And  ]w  Auaiidoos 
man  ha^  monye  f  For  certee  eo^ry  floreine  in  bis  copha  is  a 
mawmetf  [750]  And  certes  fe  sinne  of  Manmatrie  is 
^t  god  in  fe  ten  commandementesf 
As  bere^  ^wittenesse  in  exodi  ,capUulo  .20.  [751]  ^ 
achalt  bane  none  f  als  goddes  bef  ome  me  f  Ne  ]x>a  scbalt  make 
to  ^  no  graue  ^inge  f  ^ns  ^an  is  an  Avaricious  man  ^ 
loue^  his  tresor  a-fome  godf  And  ydolatre  [752]  ^rahe 
his  sinne  of  Auarice  &  of  conetise  i  be  whiche  conxmen  ]ns 
harde  lordescbipes  ^rohe  whiche  mene  bien  streyned 
be  talyage  coetomes  &  Gariages  More  yux  here 
dewte  or  reeofi  is  And  elles  take  y&.  of  hex  bonde- 
men  amerciament  f  whiche  myht  more  resonable  be 
doped  extorcions  fosi  m«rcymentesf  [753]  Of  whidie 
mercimentes  And  rauiisons  of  bonde  men  somnie 
lorde  stewardes  sein  ^t  it  is  rihtf ul  1  for  also  muche  as 
a  cherle  ha^e  no  temporele  )>inge  yat  ne  is  ^  lordcs 
as  ^i  seine.  [754]  Bot  certes  ]>i8  lordeschipes  done 
wrongs  ^t  bereue^  hir  bondefolke  ))ingesf  ^t  ^ 
ne  jafe  hemf  Aagustinus  de  Cimiate  dei  .li®  .9.  [75s] 
Bolpe  is  ]»at  fe  condicion  of  ))raIdome  &  )m  fin^ 
cause  of  ))raldom  is  for  sinne .  Genesis  .5. 

[756]  fna  maye  ^e  seene  ^t  ^  gilt  deserae^ 
J^raldome  Bot  note  nature!  [757]  Where-fore  Jes  lordes 
schold  nonjt  much  glorifie  hem  in  here  lordeschipe 
sej^^en  ]»at  bu  naturel  condicion  ^i  bien  lordes  ouer 
her  ))Talle8  f  Bot  for  ))at  )>at  ^raldom  cam  firste  be  deaeii  of 
sinne  f  ==  [758]  And  fer^re  ouerf  fere  as  Je  lawe  seijw! 
^t  temporel  goodes  of  bonde  folke  bien  fe  goodes 
of  here  lordeschipes :  je  fat  ia  for  to  vnderstande  ^  goodes 
of  fe  Emp6ro7^r  To  defende  hem  in  here  nhtf  bot  not 
to   Bobbe   hem  ne  to  Eeue  hemf   [759]  And   fcrfore 
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aoipa  Senoc  fi  pnidonce  achoM  leue  bonyi^ly  witA 
}i  fraH  H  [760]  fiilie  ^t  |tou  depeet  (ti  (tr^ 
Men  criates  pople !  For  humble  folko  bien  cmte  &endes  i 
Jtei  bien  contuberuiale  vith  )k  loide 

[761]  H  ^enke  eke  fiat  suche  aede  as  cherlea 
Bpringen '.  of  sucbe  seedo  epringen  lordes  i  as  wele  may 
ye  cherle  be  Baued  as  pe  lorde!  [763]  )«  some  do)>e  ^t 
take))  f  e  cherle '.  fe  same  dcji  take^  f  e  lorde  J  wherfore  I 
rede  do  riht  so  wi]>  |)i  cherle  as  f>ou  woldest 
fi  lorde  dide  witA  fe  if  Jon  were  in  his  plito. 
[763]  ^  £n?r7  sinful  man  is  a  cheile  to  sinne '.  ^  I  tede 
^  coiies  ^at  fou  lorde  ^ou  wirche  in  sncho  wise!  ^t 
ftine  clierlee  lafier  loue  fa  pan  drede  pe  [764] 
H  L  vote  vele  per  is  degre  aboue  dcgra  as  reson 
is '.  And  scyH  is  ^t  men  don  here  detipro  pere  as  it  is  diewe  f 
Bot  certes  eztoicions  &  dispites  of  jouie  vnderlinges  is 
dampnable  f 

[7^5]  ^  -^^  for^ere  ouere  vnderstond  welef  ^t 
conqoeroura  or  tirautes  makeu  ful  often  f  ^talles  of 
hem  fiat  bien  home  of  as  Roial  blodo  as  ben  pti  ^t 
hem  conqnerenf  [7^6]  This  name  of  firaldom  was 
nenere  knowe  erat  til  fat  Noe  seide  of  his  Bonne 
Canaan  acholde  be  piale  to  his  bre^me  for  bis  sinne! 
[767]  vhat  sey  we  ^an  of  hem  ^t  pilen  And  done 
extorcions  to  holy  rliirclir  H  CortoB  fi'  fiwordo  fat 
men  juuen  first  to  a  knjlito  wLaii  lie  ia  newe  diibbid! 
signifioft  f)at  he  aclioldo  defondo  holy  chirche  i  & 
nonht  rob  it!  And  who  bo  Jofo  is  a  traitOKc 
to  criste  [76S]  oa  aeif  scinto  Austiuo '.  pel  buen 
deads  wolues  fat  strongleu  fa  schepe  of  iheAt 
ctist«f  &  done  wers  fan  wolues!  [769]  H  ffor  aofaly 
whan  fa  wolfe  haf  ful  his  wombe  He  stintef  to 
strangel  scliepo !  Hot  sof nly  f e  piloures  &  distroy- 
ours  of  goodos  of  holy  cliirchc  done  not  so !  for  f e 
stint  nevifij-  to  pilen!  [7  70]  H  Now  as .  I.  ^  Imue  seiJi)  I  Sof  en  so 
is   ^t  sinn   was    first    ciiuao    of    fraldome!    fan    it    is 

LAN9D0WNK   fl«7    (B-T,  OnS)       [' l»f  !«!.''«■'>] 


fua  fat  filka  time  fat  al  fo  werU  was  in  ainne- 
^aii  was  ul  ^is  werUo  in  [iraldome  And  in  Bubiectjone!  = 
[771]  Kol  curies  Sflliins  fe  time  ot  grace  Cami  god 
onleymla  fat  Bomme  foike  ectiolde  be  mon  liihe  in  &lat«: 
1^  liihb  degree  '■  And  soinme  folke  more  loiro '.  &  ftX 
eiiTyi;he  echold  be  st^rued  in  hia  estate  &  In  bia  d^jie' 
[771]  And  fa-toK  in  sotnme  contrees  fare  ^i  b* 
frolea!  whan  fei  bane  turned  hem  to  JK  Tei^:  ^  mak«n 
here  frallea  frp  oute  ot  ftaldomef  And  fprfoce  certes 
f'  lorde  owep  to  his  manne  )int  )>e  man  owef  to 
hialordel[773]f«Po[>ocIepef  hiniselfMrnantof  feseniantes 
of  god  ^  But  for  as  luucbo  as  f  etate  of 
lioly  cliirtihcDcniyht  noubthauebekepped:  Ke  [lecnTnmunc 
profit  mi)t  bauo  bo  keppedt  ne  poae  &  rest  in 
er^!  bot  if  god  faaddo  ordeynde  ^t  sommen  haue 
hier  degro  &  aoni  men  lowetc!  [774]  ftffow  was 
Bouereygnt*  ordej-ned  to  kepe  &  Tnnyntenel  &  dc- 
fende  here  vnderlingea  or  her  soubiccfca  in  roMn!  as  fe«^ 
forji  oa  it  li^  in  hir  poucref  And  nouht  to  dcetrcTe  hem 
neaaferforfe  confoundpn'  [775]  \VTnirfor.I.  saj«  ^t  Jtilki- 
Innlcs  fat  bicn  f ilke  wolves '.  [lat  deuourc  {>e  possessions  or 
fe  cnUA  of  pore  fulke  wrongofiiUy  wif  outcn  Mwcyo  or 
Meaorei  [776]  p«i  acliollen  reoeyiien  hue  y  tame  mwure 
^t  fei  haue  mGsurcd  to  pore  folks  fte  mercy  of  ihiVR 
criate  bot  it  buo  amended  l  [777]  fl  Howe  conimo)i  diacelte 
b[e]taex  Marchant  &  marchant!  ^  And  ^u  schalt  vnder^ 
etant  fai  Marchandiso  is  in  mony  mnnere'  fat  one 
ia  bodely!  &  f  tojjem  is  gosttyc  H  fat  one  is 
lefful  &  y  tofrTc  ia  dishoncate  .  &  vnlofulf 
[778]  Of  filke  bodety  marehandjse  fat  h  leftd  & 
honest  ia  fia!  ^at  fere  aa  god  baf  ordeigned  fat  a 
regne  or  a  coutro  is  sut&ceant  liim  selfe  fan  ia  tt 
honeate  ife  lefutt  J»at  of  fe  abundance  of  fiia  contn>e! 
fat  men  helpe  a  nofere  controe  fat  is  more  nedye! 
[779]  And  fero  fore  fere  mote  be  marcbontz  to 
bringen    fro     fe    to    ciintre    to    fe    lofijre    her    mjiwh- 
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andise!  [780]  fe  tofere  Merchandise  Jwt  meu 
haunts  wi(i  fraudei  &  trecheryo  &  disceyte  wife 
lesinges  &  fids  ojue!  is  cursed  &  dampnuble 
[781]  II  Espyrituel  marchandiee  is  properely  Symonyf 
fnt  is  enteatif  desire  to  by  finge  eapirituelef  fai  is 
fiuge  fat  appartenef)  to  fe  seintuarye  of  godf  Sc  to 
cure  of  fe  soulei  [78a]  This  desire  if  so  be  fat  a 
man  do  his  diligence  to  performe  it  al  be  it  fat  his 
desire  ne  take  none  effect*  jit  is  it  to  him  dedely 
sinse '  And  if  he  be  ordrtideheisIrT^uleref  [783]11Certes 
Symonyef  is  clepid  of  Simon  M^t»  fat  vrolile  haue 
bouht  with  fe  tenip<>rele  cateU  fe  jeft  fat  god  had  joucn 
by  fe  holy  goste  to  seint«  Peter!  &  to  fe  ApostolesI 
[784]  And  ferfnre  vnderstandef !  fat  bof  he  fat 
sellcf  &  he  fnt  byef  finges  espirituels  bien 
cJeped  Symonyals  H  be  it  Catelt  be  it  be  procureingei 
Ore  be  fleschtsly  preyere  of  hb  frendes  or  of  spirituel 
freudes  [785]  IT  FlessclielyJ  in  tuo  maneraf  as  by 
kiured!  or  as  by  ofere  frendes  or  of  spirituel  frendes. 
IF  Sofely  if  fei  prey  for  him  fat  ia  not  able  &  worfi!  it 
is  Symonye  i  If  he  take  f "  benefice '.  &  if  he  be  worfi  & 
able'  henysnone!  [786]  H  fetofere  maneris  vhan  a  man 
or  a  wontlhan  preyef  e!  preys  for  folke  toauaunce  hem  only  for 
wikked  fieschely  afieccione '.  fat  fei  haue  vn  to  fe  personea  '• 
&  fat  is  in  foule  Symony!  [787]  Bot  certes  in  sendees 
for  whiche  men  jeuen  flnges  eepirituels  vnto  her 
senuuites!  It  mote  bien  vndeistonde  fat  fe  a^ruico 
most  be  honeste  &  elles  notef  And  eke  fat  it  be 
wif  outen  Boi^tmynge  &  fat  fe  peraone  be  able! 
[788]  ffor  as  seife  seinte  Datuasye'  Al  fe  sinnes  ^of  fe 
wurlik  M  fPD  rcgardu  of  f  Is  siniie  hiiiiic  iia  -j.  f  Inyi-'  tif  uouht ! 
For  it  is  fo  gresteKt  sitine  fat  may  be!  after!  fa  sinna 
of  liicifer  &  of  miU'cristo  i  [789]  Ifor  be  fia  ainna  gor 
fof-lesef  fe  chircho  &  fe  aoulo  fat  he  bouhto  wif 
his  precious  bloUel  by  hum  fat  jyiic  cliorchea  to  hem 
fat  bieno  nouht  digrio  i  [790]  Fur  ^ei  ]iiiUon  inn  ficiies  fat 

LAN9CUWSK    603    [li-T.  005)  ['toCHTl 


Btelon  |n3  eoule  of  ihetn  cristc  &  dcetrajej)  bia  pstri- 
nioiguo  [791]  II  Be.  Buche  vndigne  prestest  &  Cuiatee 
haue  men  J)e  lasse  K«iierenc«  of  )>e  saciamentz  of 
Itolf  chiicbe  f  H  And  sache  jeueia  of  cbirches  putteu  onte 
)«  childeme  of  criste'  &  putten  in  to  Jm  cherche  ^ 
denelee  owen  aone  [792]  ^i  sellen  ^  Bonles '. 
P«  lombe  )>ei  kepen  to  ])e  wolf  ^t  strangellef 
hem!  And  ^refore  schol  pei  neoer  bouo  parte 
of  ^  pasture  of  fie  lombea  ))at  is  in  }«  bliase  of 
heuenf  [793]  '  Nowe  comme^  hasardj  wtVt  bia  apar- 
tonance  as  tables  &  rawflee  of  whiche  comme^  deceyte 
&  fals  oJKS  chideiuge!  &  al  nu;fi]ges!  bUsphcmTinge 
&  reniinge  of  god  &  bate  of  bis  neybours'  wastcinges 
of  goodes  myspendinge  of  timef  And  sumtyme  man' 
slawhter  [794]  H  Certes  basardours  nemaye  nouht  be 
wi^  onto  grete  sinne  whiles  ^i  baonte  ^t  crafte  [795]  ^  Of 
Aoarice  commef>e  eke  leseinges  fieft  &  false  wittenesse '.  Fils 
ojies'  And  jo  schaH  vuderstonde!  fiat  fee  bien  grete  sinnes 
&  expresse  a^eines  pe  commandementes  of  god  as  .L  haoe 
seide'  [796]  1  Fals  wittaesse  is  in  worde  &  eke  in  dede. 
la  words  as  for  to  be-reve  fi  neyhboura  good  name 
By  ^B  fals  witnesinge ,  Or  he-reue  h™  his  CateH  f  or  bis 
heritage  be  (line  fals  wytteneeinge '.  f  whan  poo  Rr  Ire  or 
for  meede  or  for  envy  berest  fals  wittenesse  or  accusest 
him  or  escusest  him  by  ^ine  fals  witnesse !  or  elles  ex- 
cusest  fi  self  falsly  [797]  H  Ware  joue  qwestmongere  & 
notories  H  Certes  for  false  witnesseinge  was  Susanna  ia 
grete  eorwe!  &  peyne!  &  mony  ano^er  mo  [798]  H  The 
sinne  of  pett  is  eke  expresse  a^einee  godes  beste '.  &  pat  id 
tuo  maners  Corporele  &  spirituolc  [799]  [Corporele] 
as  for  to  take  pine  neyhboura  Catel  ajeines  bis  wiB 
be  it  be  force  or  be  sleybt!  be  it  be  mette'  or  be  mcsarel 
[800]  By  eteleiJige  eke  of  fals  enditementes  ypon  him '.  And 
in  borwein  of  |)in  neyhboura  CateBf  in  entent  ncucre 
to  paye!  &  semblable  pinges  [801]  H  Es- 
piritael      pcft      is      sacrilege     fat     is      to      seyc      vrt- 


n 


yage  of  holy  ^ingee  f  or  of  ^inges  gacrod  to  criste  in  tuo 
maaers  by  reeon.  of  ^e  holy  place  as  chircbea  or 
chirche  hawesf  [802]  ffor  eurry.  violenco  Binne  ^t 
men  done  in  Bnche  place  may  bne  cleped  Sacrilege  f  Or 
euerj  violence  in  ^  eemblable  place  f  Also  |>ei  pat 
iri|>-diawen  fakily  fe  ribtoe  )iat  lungen  to  holy 
cbeichof  [803]  And  pleysely  &  generaly  sacrilege 
is  to  ^e  holy  fiinge  fro  holy  place!  or  vnholy 
^■nge  onto  of  holy  place!  or  holy  fiingo  oute  of  vn- 
holy place f 

[2Vmj  Remedy  against  AvariceSl 


[804]  N^owe  scholne  ya  vndeiatonde  ^at  fie  releuynge  of 
Anarice  is  mieericordo  &  pit«  largely  token 
li  And  mo  myht  asen  whi  fat  myaericorde  &  pite 
ia  releoeinge  of  Auarice!  [805]  Certea  })e  Auarice 
man  echewef  no  pite  ne  mlsericoide  to  fe  nedfnl 
man  f  ffor  be  delitef  him  in  fre  kepinges  of  hia  treaoure '. 
&  not  in  fe  reatorelnge  ne  releueinge  of  hia  euen- 
criHtenf  &  ferfore  spek  .1.  first  of  myeericordo! 
[tSo6]  %  fan  ia  miaericord  as  seife  fe  pbilosofVe 
a  vertue  buo  vhiche  f>e  Corage  of  man  is  stored  be  fe 
cor^  of  him,  'fat  is  my[s]eHede  [807]  vpon  whiche 
misericonlo  folowef  pytee  in  perfourmynge  of  charitable 
werkua  of  niiaLvicordi.i .  [8o3]  And  CL-rto  fca 
men  en  man  t<j  ft!  mystritorJ  uf  iliiwu  criaUi  fat 
bim  eelf  for  <iurd  gilt  suffred  defe  for  misericordef 
&  forjaf  vs  ouro  originiilo  einncfif  [809]  &  fpre-by 
rdessed  va  fro  fo  jwyne  of  belt;  nnd  auijiiusof  fe 
peyiio  of  purgatorio  bo  po/iitenee .  And  jcuef  grace 
woft  to  do  &  att  fo  last  fo  ioye  of  beui-ui  [Sio]  II  ITic 
apicoa  of  my8crii;ordu  biun  as  for  to  lene  &  for  lo 
jeuof  &  eke  for  to  forjcue  1^'  relese  &  haue 
pyte  in  herte  &  to  bauu  compassiouL'  of  fo  nioacliof  of  fine 
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eaecriatenef  &  eke  chaatice  ^ere  as  nede  ia. 
[Sii]  H  Ano^ere  manere  of  Remedie  i^eine  ararice  is 
tMonable  largeaee!  Bot  aopdy  here  be-hooe^  ^  con- 
eideractoiiii  of  )>e  grace  of  ihera  crutte  &  of  liis 
temporil  goodea  [.  .  .  no  gap  in  the  M&\  perdmablea 
^t  criat  jaff  T8  [813]  and  eke  to  hsae  remembrance  of 
^  de^  ^t  lie  achal  recejne  Ite  note  when! 
and  eke  ^t  he  scbal  for^oqe  al  ^t  he  ha^f 
\.     ...     no  gap  m  Ihe  MS^ 

[813]  Bot  for  aa  mnche  as  eomme  foike  bien  vmneaiu' 
able  men  oahten  eechiawe  foole  laigesse  )>at  men 
clepen  wastf  [814]  Certea  he  fiat  is  foole  large  ne 
^ue^  nonbt  his  catel  bot  he  leaeji  his  catel !  H  So^y 
what  ^inge  ^t  he  jeae)i  for  Tein^lorie  aa  to 
menstralfl  &  to  folke  for  to  benn  his  renonne  in  ^ 
werlde  he  ha^  do  aynne  £  none  almoa 
[815]  Certe;  he  lesef)  fonle  hia  goodf  fiat  he  ne  sekep 
no  |iinge  of  hia  goode  bot  done 
[816]  He  is  ylike  to  an  hoie  Jiat  sekef>  la^er  to  drinke 
dtony  or  trouble  water  |ian  of  Y 
deio  weH!  [817]  And  for  as  mnche  as  ))ei  }eue  \en 
M  Jiei  achold  not  ^ene  to  hem  appartenef)  |>ilke 
malTBoa  ^t  crist  schal  Ijren  att  ^  daye  of  dome  to 
hem  ^t  scbal  be  dampned . 

1  Be  ^nla. 

[818] 

i  fter  Aoarice  comme)>  glotonye  whiche  is  expresse  eke 
/%  ajoinw  ^  commandement  of  godf  Glotonye  is 
-^.A-  vnmeatiraUe  appetit  to  ette  or  to  drinke.  or  dies 
to  done  ynoohe  to  )ie  vnmeeuiable  &  diecorde 
couetiae  to  ete  &  to  drinke  f  [819]  ^  ftis  sinne  cor- 
mmpe})  al  {lia  werlde  aa  ia  wele  ecbewde  in  {le  ainne  of 
Adam  &  of  Eua  H  lo  eke  what  8ei{ra  aeint  Fonle  of 
glotonyef         [810]         Mony        folke         of         nbicbe 
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.1.  haue  oft  seide  to  30wef  &  nowe  .1.  seye  it  wepeingef 
j)at  ]>ei  bien  ennemys  of  fe  croyce  of  crist  of 
whiche  ^ende  is  de])ef  &  of  whiche  here  wombes  is 
hire  god  &  hire  glorie  in  confasione  of  hem  pat  so 
saueren  orj^ely  )^ingesf  [821]  H  He  p&t  is  ysant  to 
]>is  sinne  of  glotonye  he  ne  may  no  sinne  wi]^«tandef 
He  moste  hue  in  semage  of  al  vices  for  it  is  y  deuels 
horde  )ere  he  hide}r  him  inne  &  reste]?!  [822]  IT  This 
sinne  ha]>  mony  spyces!  ])e  first  is  dronkennesse 
fat  is  ]K)rrible  sepnlcre  of  mannes  resounf  And  fero- 
for  whan  fat  a  man  is  dronken  he  hsLpe  lost  his  resonf  & 
f\a  is  dedely  sinne  [823]  IT  Bot  certes  whan  a 
man  is  nouht  wonte  to  strannge  dnnke  f  ne  peraduenture  ne 
knowe]>  not  fe  strenke])  of  p*  drinkef  or  ha]>e  feblesse 
in  his  hede  f  or  ha])e  trauailede  ])orahe  whiche  he  drinkej) 
fe  more  Al  be  he  so  sodanly  caoht  wi]>  drinke  it  is  no 
dedely  sinne  bot  yenialef  [824]  The  secunde  spice  of 
glotonye  is  fat  fQ  spirit  of  man  waxe)»  al  trouble 
for  dronkenesse  berene])  him  discreciotm  of  his  wittef 
[825]  H  fe  J)red  spice  of  glotony  isf  Whan  a  man 
deTOwre]>  ^his  mete  Ss  ha^e  no  rihtful  manere  of  etyngef 
[826]  IT  pe  fer])e  is  whan  |>orw&  grete  abund- 
aiince  of  his  mete  ])e  homonrs  of  his  body  biene  dis- 
temperd  [827]  U  fe  .y*.  is  foi^etelnesse  be  to  mechel 
drynkynge  for  whiche  snmtyme  amaii  snmme  time  a  man  for- 
^etej)  be  fe  morwe  what  he  dide  att  eae  or  att  j)*  nyhte  be-foxef 
[828]  In  o^ere  manere  bien  distinket  of  Spices  of 
glotony  aft^*  seint  gregorye .  U  ^e  first  is  for  to  ete  to 
fortime  U  fe.  secunde  is  whan  a  man  gete^  him 
to  delicate  mete  [829]  H  p^.  thredef  is.  whan 
a  man  take])  to  muchel  ouere  mesure  IT  pe  fer]>e.  is 
pQ  coriouste  wi]>  grete  entent  to  maken  &  apparett 
his  mete.  ]>e  fifte.  is  to  ete  to  gredelyf  [830]  ^es 
bien  pe  .v.  fyngres  of  pe  deueles  honde  be  whiche 
he  drawej)  folk  to  sinne 
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diluve!      &     after      lio      bcmed     .t.      Cytee     with 
lyht  &  Banko  hem  in  to  liett 

[840]  f  Nov  latt  VB  spek  of  ^ilk  fonle  etrnkynge 
Bume  of  licheryf  pai  men  clepen  adaoatre  of  wedded 
folkef  ^at  is  to  sey  if  fat  one  of  hem  be  wedded 
or  ellea  bo|)ef  [841]  Seint  lohn  sei^  ^t  fat  fe  advontiera 
schal  bien  in  heH  in  a  stdnkiuge  bimeinge  file 
of  brimstone  for  -licherye  H  In  brimstone  for  fo 
atinkeinge  of  hire  ordure!  [842]  Certiq  Jie  brinjnge  of 
fie  sacrament  is  an  horibla  finge!  It  was  maked  of 
god  him  self  in  paradise  &  cottfermed  be  ihera  ciiste  as 
Beif  seinte  Mathewe  in  fe  gosp^f  A  man  Bchal  lete 
fader  &  moder  &  take  him  to  his  wif.  And  |>e 
ediolne  haue  be  tao  in  one  fleschef  [843]  %  This  eaciament  be- 
tokenef  ))e  knyttinge  to-geder  of  oriste  &  of  holy  chirche 
[S44]1IAudnoiihtonely)iatgodfor-baddeadaoatreiubeddef 
Bot  eke  he  comnuuided  ^  pat  foM  scholdest  nooht  caueyt«  fine 
neyhebouni  wif  [S4S]  ^  In  )iw  heat  seife  seint 
Auetine  is  forboden  almanare  Coaetise  to  done 
lychery!  Lo  what  Beife  seint  Mathewe  .t.  0°.  in  fe 
gospel  Jiat  who  so  aefe  a  wontman  to  coaetise  of  his  lofite  he 
hafe  done  lycheiye  wif  hire  in  his  herte '.  [846]  Here  maye  je 
see  fat  not  ondye  fe  dede  of  his  sinne  is  fotbode 
bot  eke  fe  desire  to  done  fat  sinne  [847]  ^  fis  cnised 
sinne  anoyef  hem  grenously  fat  it  haunteff  &  first 
to  here  Boule  fibi  he  obligef  it  to  sinne !  &  to  fe  peyne  of 
fe  defe  fat  is  perdurable  [848]  ^  Vnto  fe  body  anoyef 
it  greuoosly  alsof  ffor  it  drief  him  &  wastef  him£  & 
of  hie  blode  he  makef  sacrifice  vn-to  fe 
fende  of  heU  H  It  waatep  eko  bia  caUil  &  his  BubstoDcot 
[849]  &  cuvtua  if  it  hii  a  I'oiJb  fiJig"  "■  '"an  to  wast 
his  cattH  ono  wewimeii '.  ^it  is  it  a  fouler  f iuye  whan  f -it 
for  whicbe  ordure  wcwmeii  dispenJeu  vpon  men  here  catel 
&  here  Bubstanco  [850]  H  fia  siuno  aa  seifie  J)°  prophito 
bereuef  man  &  wo^iman  lier  gooJo  fame  &  al  bei^ 
honour!  And    it   is   ful    pksaiit   to    pa   doual!    &    pMiy 
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werd  his  susteref  [862]  H  ])e  fift  finger  of  ]>e  deueles 
honde  is  ^e  stinkeinge  dede  of  lycherye  f  [863]  Certes  j)e  .y. 
fingers  of  glotonye  ^  fende  piitte)»  in  ]>e  wombe  of  a  mauf 
&  with  fea  .y.  fingers  of  Ijcheryf  he  gripe])  >"*ni  be 
fe  reynes  for  to  ^we  him  into  ^  fomejse  of 
h^  [864]  fere  as  fei  scholne  haue  ])e  fuyre  &  fe  wormes 
fat  ener  schal  lastef  &  wepeinge  Ss  waileinge 
scharpe  hanger  &  fxoBte  griselynesse  of  deueles 
fat  schal  al  to  treden  ^Hem  wi^-onten  respite  &  with-' 
onten  ende  [865]  of  lychery  as  .L  seide  soniden 
diii^rse  spycesf  as  fomicacion.  f&t  is  be-tuex  mai) 
&  womman  fai  bien  not  mariedf  <&  )>is  is  dedely 
sinne  &  ajeines  nature  f  [866]  Al  ^at  is  enemy  & 
destruccion  to  natz^?^  is  a3eines  nature  [867]  parfeye  IT  fe 
resone  of  a  man  telle])  him  eke  wele  fat  it  is  dedely 
sinne  for  als  muche  as  god  forbad  lycherye  f  =  And  seint 
Poule  3eue])e  him  ^e  regne  ])at  is  dieu  to  no  whight 
hot  to  hem  ^at  done  dedely  sinne  [868]  IT  Anofere  sinne 
of  lycherye  isf  for  to  be-reyen  a  mayden  of  hire  maydenhedef 
ffor  certes  he  ])at  so  do])e  he  take])  a  maiden  oute 
of  ))e  hiest  degre  fat  is  in  fia  present  liff  [869]  & 
bereue])  hire  ])ilke  precious  fruyte  ])at  ])e  boke  depe^e 
fe  hundre])  fruyte.  I.  can  nouht  seye  it  in  none  of  ere  weye  in 
3rnglische  £ot  in  latino  it  hiht  Gentesimus  fmctasl 
[870]  Certes  he  ])at  so  do])e  is  cause  of  mony 
damage  &  yelanyes  mo  ])an  any  man  kan  reken 
IT  Eiht  as  he  sumtyme  is  cause  of  el  fe  damage  ^at  bestes 
done  in  fe  feldef  ^at  breke))  fe  hegge  of  fe  dosux 
])orahe  -whiche  he  distroye])  ])at  may  not  be  restored  f 
[871]  ffor  certes  no  more  maye  maydenhede  hue  re- 
stored f  pan  an  arme  ])at  is  smeten  fro  fe  body  maye 
letome  i^eine  to  wexf  [872]  Sche  maye  haue  mercye  pis 
wote  .1.  wele  if  sche  do  penitence  f  Bot  neuer  schal  it 
be  pat  sche  nas  corrupts  f  [873]  U  And  albeit  so  pat  .1. 
haue  spoken  sumwhat  of  aduowtre  it  is  goods  to  schewen  mo 
pc7iles  pat  longen  to  aduoutre  H  For  to  eschewe  pe  foule 
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einiieof[874]<Klaoutref  inUtuieisfoitoseye!  Approcheinge 
to  ano^ere  manes  bedde!  ^rohe  vHche  ^  ^t  whibm 
were  tint  o  fleeche!  abawndon  heie  body  to  o^era  persones 
[375]  H  Of  ]riB  rinne  u  eei^  ^  wiaman  coiae^ 
tnonj  humes!  ffiiste  brakiiige  of  fei^!  And  certea 
i^fo.  ia  kaye  of  cmtendome!  IF  [876]  And  whan  f6i 
fei^  ia  broke  &  lomef  so^y  cristendome  stont 
wif  onten  fruyte!  [877]  1!  fU  ainne  ia  eke  a 
fmfe '.  fibr  ^eft  gen^raly  to  apuke  ia  for  reue  a  wigbt  Hs  fiinge 
^einea  his  wiS!  [878]  Certea  ^  ia  ^  fouleste  feR 
^t  mais  bue '.  irhaii  a  'woninan  atelep  hir  body  fro 
her  hnabondef  &  jiueji  it  to  hira  holonie  to  defonle 
hen  &  stele{)  hire  eoule  fromme  criatef  &  pni6p  it  to 
fa  donel.  [879]  Jiia  ia  fonlere  fefti  faa  for  to  breke 
&  atele  pa  chalys!  Bar  Jiea  adooutrea 
Ineken  po  temple  of  god  spyritoelly  Ss  atelen  p'  Teasel 
of  grace  f  fiat  ia  ^  bodye  &  p'  aoule  i  IT  For  whiche  crista 
Bchal  deatioyen  hem  as  aeijte  aeinte  Ponle .  [880]  Sojiely 
of  )ia  peft  dout«d  gietely  loaephe  whan  ]»t  hia  lordes 
vif  preide  him  of  Telanye!  wban  be  seidef  Lo  my  lady 
hows  my  loide  ha^  take  to  me  Tudei  my  warde  al  ]>at  he 
hajie  in  yia  werlde  ne  iio|)iiige  of  bis  onte  of 
my  powers  bot  onely  36  pai  bien  bis  wyf  [S81]  H  And 
howa  acbold  .1.  ^an  do  Jiis  wikkedneese  &  ainne  so 
orrible  i^einea  god!  god  it  for-bede 
%  Alas  al  to  litel  is  aacbe  treajm  no  wey  founds '.  [88a]  H  pe 
^redde  harme  la  pe  ielpe  Jmrahe  whiche  )iei  breken 
)i*  commandement  of  gc^l.  &  defoolen  po  autere  of 
here  matrtmoygne  ]iat  is  criste!  [883]^FoiceiteBineomacha 
pe^  pe  aacnmeut  of  Hariaga  ia  ao  noble  &  ao  digue  So 
mnche  it  is  ^  gretter  sinne  for  to  breke  it!  51  For  god 
maad  mariage  in  paradise!  in  fioetate  of  Innocence  to 
molteplie  mankynde  to  p6  aaruice  'of  god!  [884]  & 
pertoK  is  pe  brekeinge  ^ere-of  greaons '.  Of  whiche 
brekeynge  conune])  fals  heires  often  time  pai  wrongofully 
occnpion  oper  mennes  heritage  f  And  pere  fore  wil  crista  pal 
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hem  oate  of  ye  Kegno  of  heven  ^t  is  ]ie  herytage  to  good 
foike  [S85]  Of  ])is  biekeinge  tomaiepa  eke  oft  tdmes  ^t 
folke  Tnwore  wedden  or  sumen  wi^  here  owen  kynred ! 
&  camel;  fnl  li&rlotea  )at  haatea  boidelsf  Of  Jiee 
foolo  wemmen  Jut  male  bu  llkned  to  a  comune  gouge 
where  as  men  pu^eit  here  ordni!  [886]  That  sale  we 
eke  of  poytours  {lat  Ijaen  bi  ]ie  onible  sinne  of  puytiye 
And  conatieyned  wemmen  je  eomme  time  his  owen  wif  f  or 
his  childe  as  done  fea  baudee  to  jelden  hem  a  serteine 
ncte  of  her  bodely  putrye  V  Certes  fe»  bien  cnised 
rannee!  [887]  H  Tndeiatande])  eke  fiat  aduoutre  is  setto 
gladly  in  ^  ten  commandementes  £  by-tuex  ftdt  &  man- 
Blawhter  For  it  is  Jre  grateet  ])eft  pat  may  bef  For  it 
is  |ie  [Kfte  of  body  &  eoolef  [888]  &  it  is  ylike 
homicide  for  it  kerue))e  a  tuoi  ^  bieke^  atao  hem 
}at  first  weien  ymaked  o  fleacbe  And  ^ere-foie  by  |>q  olde 
Iswe  fei  scholde  be  aleynef  [889]  H  Bot  nafeles  be 
)ie  lawe  of  iheni  criat  pat  is  }re  lawe  of  pite  whan  he 
aeide  to  )w  wommau  Jrat  was  fou[n]den  in  aduoutre! 
and  scholde  haae  el&we  wtVi  stones  after  ^e  wifi  of  pe 
lewes  as  was  her  lawe '.  U  Go  quod  ihesu  criste  &  hane  no 
more  wiH  to  do  sinne '.  or  willen  no  more  to  do  sinne ! 
[890]  So)Mly  fa  vengeance  of  adroutre  is  awarded 
to  fe  peyne  of  h^f  bot  it  bue  distroubled 
be  penance.  [891]  1[)ette  bien  ^eremo  spycea of  Jiis coned 
sinne  as  whan  ]iat  one  of  hem  is  rolif^ons  or  elles  bo}ie  f 
Or  of  folks  fat  bton  entred  vnto  order  as  snbdecane 
&  deken!  or  presto  or  hospitaleres  i  And  euer  )»  hyer  fat 
he  is  in  ordre  fe  gretter  is  J»  sinnef  [89a]  ^  fe 
finges  fat  giotely  agregen  his  sinne  is  fe  biekeinge 
of  his  avowo  of  chastite  whan  he  leceyuef  ordre 
[893]  H  And  forf  ere  ouere  sof  e  is  fat  holy  holy  oidere  is  chef 
of  al  fo  tresouro  of  godf  &,  his  cRpecial  ednne  Si  merke 
of  chastite  to  schewo  fat  fei  bien  loyned  to  chastite  f 
whiche  fat  is  f e  most  precious  lif  fat  is  [894]  H  And 
eke  fee  ordrod  folka  bien  specialy  titlyd  to  god  f  ^  &  of  fo 
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Bpecia]  meyne  of  god  i  ^  ffor  whiche  whan  ^  done  dedely 
sinue  ^  bien  ^  special  traTtours  of  god  &  of  his 
peple!  for  )>e  leven  of  )ie  peple  fa>  pi«ie  for  fa  peplef 
H  And  while  fexe  biene  anche  traitonis  Hers  preyei^  araUe^ 
nouht  to  ^  peple  [S95]  H  Prietee  bten  as  aungels  as  b; 
f6  dignete  of  here  myBterie!  ffor  so^  aunt  Poole 
sei^E  f&t  Satfaanas  tiana£3ime^  him  in  Angel  of 
lihte!  [896]  ^  So^je  f6  pieete  pai  hannte^ 
ainne  may  bne  lykned  to  }e  angel  of  derkentfse 
transfonned  in  fe  Angel  of  lyhtf  H  He  seme^  an  Angel 
of  liht:  Bot  for  eojn  he  is  an  Ang^  of  derkneese 
[897]  H  Suche  preates  bien  fo  Bonnee  of  of  Eelye,  Aa 
Bchewejn  in  fe  boke  of  Kjnges  ^t  ^i  weren  ^ 
sonnes  of  belial  ]iat  ia  fw  denel '.  [S98]  Belyall  ia  to  sejue 
wt'tAowten  Inge!  &  ao  Satoa  ^  hem  ^enten 
^  bien  fre  &  ban  none  luge  no  more  ^an  ha^  a  fre 
bcti  ^t  takejr  whiche  kowe  fat  Mm  hkef  ia  ^ 
tonne  f  [899]  so  faren  fei  bne  wymmenf  ftoi  nht  as  a 
fre  boH  ia  ynouhe  for  al  a  tonne  'Biht  ao  is  a  wykked 
pn'ato  cormped  ynowhe  for  al  a  panache  or  al  a 
contra  //  [900]  fea  pnstea  aa  aeine  pe  boke  ne 
konne  nouht  myniat«iye  of  preatehode  to  f«  peple !  ne  god 
ne  knoweji  hem  nouht !  ))ei  ne  halde  hem  not  apaide  aa  sei))e 
fe  boke  of  ao^en  flesche  fat  was  to  hem  ofired'.  IF  Bot  ^ 
toke  be  ftace  |w  fleache  fat  is  rowe!  [901]  Certes  riht  bo 
fes  Bchiewea  ne  holden  hem  nonjt  apaiede  of  Boete  fleache 
&  Kpea  fleache  wij)  y  whiche  Jie  peple  fedden  hem  in 
grete  reuerence!  Bot  ]>ei  woH  haue  rgwe  fleache  ae  mennea 
wyres  &  here  douhtem '.  [901]  And  certea  *  ^ 
wemmen  ^t  consenten  to  hers  hailotriee  done  grete 
wiongea  to  ciiste  &  to  holy  uhirche  &  to  ^  haloweB  & 
to  al  Bowelaf  ffor  ^  be-reven  al  [lea  bim  )nt  achold 
woTscbipen  criste  &  holy  choiche  &  pray  fo[r]  aH  cristen 
.Bowleef  [903]  And  perioie  bane  auche  prestea  &  heif 
lemmans  eke  pat  conaent«ii  to  here  lycherye  )ie  malison 
of  Ju    courte    crist«n    til    fei    comme    to    amendemest. 
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[904]  ^  t^  l/'^^  Bpice  of  aduoutre  is  somtime  betweno 
a  man  &  hia  mt  &  pat  is  whan  fei  taken  no  rewards 
in  here  asaembljnge  bat  onely  in  his  fHeschely  delit«  as 
sei))  seLnt«  lerom'  [905]  &  ne  reken  of  no]iiDge  bot 
att  )iei  bien  assembled  be  cause  {lei  bicn  ymaride' 
al  is  good  ynoube  as  Jiinketi  to  hem '.  [906]  Bot  ia  sacbe 
folk  h&pe  ))e  denel  pouei«  as  aeide  Jh  Angel  Kaphael 
to  tbobie .  =  ffoi  in  hire  assemblynge  ])ei  puten  oute  ihnu 
crista  of  here  hert  &  jaff  hem  self  to  al  ordottr 
[907]  H  )ie  fer^e  spice  is  )ie  assemblynge  of  hem  ]>at  bien 
of  her  kinrede  or  of  hem  Jiat  bien  of  one  afimite  or 
ellea  wi])  hemf  with  whiche  hire  fadrea  or  here  kinred 
hafie  deled  vjpfB  inne  Jie  sinne  of  licherie '.  pis  siimo  make]) 
hem  like  hoondea  fiat  taken  no  kepe  of  kinied '. 
[908]  K  And  certes  Parentela  is  in  tno  maners  ow)>ei 
gostelyJ  oJ»ere  flesslye!  Gostly  as  for  to  delen  Ttip  her 

gossebes.  [909]  Eor  riht  bo  as  he  [. 

...  no  gap  in  the  MS.]  is  his  godfadei  f  he  is  his  &der 
npiritnele  t  For  whiche  a  womman  maie  in  no  lease  sinne 
assemble  wiji  hiie  gossib  )iat  vitA  hire  owen  ffleechely 
hioferei  [910]  ^  pe  £fte  spice  is  }iilke  abbomynable 
sinne  of  whiche  {lat  no  man  Tnneftaa  oubt  write  or 
spake!  H  JS'e^elea  it  is  openly  rehersed  in  holy  wtittel 

[9"]  [. 

no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

to  spoke  of  orrible  sinne '.  cettea  holy  wiitte  may  not  bue 
dofoulede  nomoie  ]ian  )ie  sonne  ^at  echineji  on  a 
mcxen .  [91 3]  H  Anojtera  sinne  )iat  pertine)i  to  lichciyo  ^ab 
comme|i  in  slepeingef  &  fiis  sinne  commoji  oft  to  hem 
)iat  biene  maydensf  And  eke  to  hem  ^t  bien  corrupt 
H  &  ))is  sinne  men  depen  poUucione  ]iat  commeji  in  .iiij. 
maneiBf  [913]  eomme  time  of  a  lai^^ysseinge  of  bodye  for 
fe  burners  bien  to  rank  Ss  abundant  in  ^  body 
of  a  man '.  Sumtyme  for  ^  infennete  for  pe  feblenesse  of  f& 
vertue  retentif  as  phisik  make]i  mencion!  Somtim  for 
foifete  of  mete    &   drinkef  [914]  And  sume  time  for 
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violence  ftoolites  ^t  bien  enclosed  in  mannes  lajnAt 
vhan  he  go)>e  to  elepe  whiche  may  not  bue  viiiA  ontea 
■inne !  For  wtiiclie  lie  may  nO}t  kepe  him  vriselye '.  oi  ellee 
male  men  ainne  fol  greuonsly 

[The  Remedy  against  Lechery-'\ 

[915]  ^  Xowe  come^  remedy  i^einea  lycheiye  &  )*t 
il  gensraly  cbastite  &  continence!  {nt  re- 
£reyn«|i.  'al  ^  disordeine  meneinges  fat  comen 
of  fleascly  talantojf  [916]  And  eiure  )i[e]  grete  merita 
ehal  he  haue  {lat  moete  reetreyne))  ^  vykkede  eschui- 
feinges  of  ordur  of  ^is  ainne  f  &  ])ie  ia  in  tno 
manera '  fat  ia  for  to  aeyn '.  chaatite  of  If aJiage  &  chastite 
of  wydewhedef//  [917]  Now  sch&lt  foTi  knowe  Jat 
matrimony  is  leful  aaaemblynge  of  man  & 
vontman  f&t  receyne  be  vertue  of  aaciament  ft 
bande  ^ruhe  whiche  {lei  maie  not  bn  departed  al  hen 
lif'  ^t  ia  to  Bey  whiles  ^i  lenen  bo|)ef 
[918]  H  ^ia  is  as  Bei)e  |ie  boke  a  ful  gret  sactamentf 
God  maked  it  as  ,L  haue  seide  in  paradise !  &  wolde  him 
aulf  bu  borne  in  manage  f  [9 1 9]  H  And  for  to  halowcn  manage 
ho  waa  at  wedynge  where  aa  he  tomed  water  vnto 
-wyne  f  whicho  was  ))e  firste  miracle  )iat  ho  wiouhte  here  in 
er^  befor  his  deciples '.  [920]  trewe  effecte  of 
Mariage  cleuae|)  fomicacion '.  &  leplenysche^  holy 
chirche  of  good  lignagcf  for  as  )ie  ende  of  Maiisge 
&  it  chaungep  dedly  sinne  in  to  veniale  be-twex 
hem    f^t    biene    wedded f     &   makefi    fe    bertes    alone. 

[■ no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

[gai]  pa  U  fe  veirey  maiyage  fiat  ia  ystabist  be 
god '.  ere  ^at  sinno  begaone '.  whan  nattiral  lawe  was  in  his 
riht  pointe  in  paradise  IF  And  it  orfoynede  fat  o  min 
BchoM  haue  bot  o  womman;  &  0  womman  bott  o  mini 
"  seij)  Mint  Auatine  be  mony  resonea; 

[9*2]  arst  for  fai  Mariage  is  figured  betoex  man  & 
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holy  chirchef  And  ^t  ofere  w  for  amon  is  ^e  hede  of 
pe  wontmaa  algate  be  ordinance  it  Bcholde  be  so! 
[923]  H  For  if  a  vomman  had  mo  men  fan  onef  |)an 
ecbold  ache  baue  mo  hedes  )>an  onef  &  ))at  were  an 
orrible  finge  to  for  godf  H  An  eke  one  womman  no 
mylit  nonbt  pleise  to  mony  folke  att  onesf  And  also 
fiere  ne  acbolde  neoer  be  pes  ne  rest  amoi^es  bem  f  fibr 
eueryche  wold  axe  bia  oven  Jiingef  [924]  And 
fotjier  more  no  man  schold  knowe  bis  owen  en- 
genditue  ne  who  scbolde  baue  bis  heritage!  And  fie 
wontman  Bcbolde  ^e  lasee  be  louede  ffira  ))e  time  )mt 
sche  were  comune  to  mony  men  f 

[925]  V  NowB  commef*  bowe  ^t  aman  ecbolde  here  him 
wifi  his  wif!  &  namely  in  tno  ^ingee  )iat  is  to 
aejB  in  sui&auce  &  in  reuerence !  And  fint  etbewd  first  criato 
whan  be  maade  firat  wommanf  [gz6]  fibr  he  maad  hir 
noabt  of  f  hede  of  Adam  for  scbo  schoMu  noajt  haue  to 
gruta  lordscbipei  [927]  ffor  fero  as  y  worHmiin  bajw  fe 
maystre  sche  makef  to  mekel  disaraye;  fei-o  nede  none 
ensampiee  of  fis  iT  Tbexperience  of  fia  day  be  day 
oulite  suffice  [928]  IT  Also  cortea  god  ne  maad  nojt 
wonimaH  of  fe  footo  of  Adam  f  ffor  echo  acbold  noujt  be 
holden  to  lowe  ffor  sche  cannot  paciently  aufiurf^  Bot  god 
maad  womman  of  |;e  ribbe  of  Adam .  fibr  womnian  scbolde 
be  fdawe  vnto  man '  [9^9]  ^  A  man  scbold  bore  him  to  his 
wiC  in  feiJjQ  in  troufe  &  in  louol  aa  seife  seint 
Poulof  |)at  aman  echol  louo  his  ^w\i'.  Aa  uriate  loueji 
holy  cbircbe  fat  loned  it  so  wele  fat  bo  dyed  for  it  I 
80  schal  aman  for  liia  wif  If  it  were  ncdo 

[930]  fl  Nowo  bowe  f  ut  a  woiHma)!  scbold  be  sonbiettA 
to  hci*  Husbonde  fat  teUef  aeint  Pctei'!  [.  .  .  no  gap 
in  the  MS.]  [931]  And  eke  as  seife  fe  decree.  A  wonunon 
B3  longe  as  EC  he  ia  a  wyf  sche  hafe  non 
BUctorite  to  Bwere  no  to  bete  wittcnesse  wif  outen  leno  of 
here  hnsbondo  fat  is  biri!  lordu  it  scholde  be  so 
by  reeon;   [933]    Scbo   scholdo  eke  scran   bim   in  aH 
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honeste  A  ben  stempre  of  heie  'arajef  I.  wote  wele 
^t  |mi  Beholden  eette  hite  entente  to  ple«e  her  has- 
bondes  bot  not  by  hew  qweyntise  of  aiaye  i  [933]  %  Seint 
leromf  em}'.  )nt  iryues  )»t  bien  appareled  in  silke 
ne       mowen        nouht       do^n       hem       in       iheni 

cristef  [ no  gap  in  the  M&] 

[934]  Seiut  gr^fori  seiji  eke  ^at  no  wight  ecke^ 
pTMuoaB  araye  bot  onely  veinglorie  to  be 
honoured  fe  mote  to  for  ft  peplef  [935]  T  It  is  a  giele 
foly  s  -womman  to  bane  a  grete  aiaye  oatewarde  and 
hei*  self  bne  fools  inwarde  i  [936]  A  wif  acbolde  eke  be 
mesuiable  in  lokeynge  &  in.  bereinge  &  in  lawhui^f 
Se  discrete  in  al  heie  votdea  &  here  dedesf  [937]  and 
abenen  al  werldly  fiinges  ache  scholde  loue  her  housbonde 
wiji  id  her  hert!  &  to  him  be  trewe  of  hire  bodye! 
[938]  80  schold  an*  haaboud  eke  be  tiewe  vnto  his  wif! 
ffoi  Be])iae  ^t  al  ^  body  is  |ie  hosbondesf  so  schold 
bar  hertee  bien '.  Or  elles  fen  13  be  tnex  hem  too !  as  in 
)nt  no  porfit  mariage  [939]  IT  ^an  schal  aman  vnder- 
etonde  ^t  for  (re  [linges  aman  &  hiti  wif  aman  &  his  wif 
mowen  assemblen!  V  ^  first  is  in  entente  of  cngen- 
dnue  of  children  to  )ie  aeruice  of  god  i  %  For  certes  fat  is 
|)e  causa  fynal  of  Matiymoyne!  [940]  Ano]Mi-e  is  to 
jolde  eu«ryche  of  hem  to  open  )ie  dette  of  his  bodyef 
ffbr  ney^ere  of  hem  hap  powers  of  his  owen  bodyof 
The  (iredde  ia  to  eschiew  lichery  &  velanyo! 
%  fe  ferfe  forsope  ia  dedly  sinnef  [941]  ^  As  to  ^ 
first  it  ia  meritoryef  ^  pe  Beciinde  alsoi  ffor  eis  seife  ]» 
decree,  T  ^t  chasip  merite  of  cbastite  fiat  jeldeji  to 
hei  husbonde  fe  dette  of  hire  bodyef  je  ^nhe  it  be 
ajoine  bii  lykeinge  &  |>e  lust  of  here  hertef  [942]  %  ^ 
frod  manere  is  veniale  An  trewly  scarcely  maje 
any  of  |>os  hue  vith  outen  venial  sinne  for  fe 
corrapcion  &  for  y  delitef  [943]  '  |>e  fetj»e 
manere  is  for  to  vnderatonde '.  and  if  fe  assemble  onelye  foi 
nmerouB   loue  &  for  none    of   fe  forseide   causes   bot 
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for  accomplice  ^ilke  bimeinge  delitef  })ei  rekkea 
neaer  howe  often  sojiely  it  is  a  dedely  synne'  IT  And  jitte  with 
sorwe  som  folke  wiU  peynen  hem  more  Jiaii 
her  appetite  auffrijt '. 

[944]  V  t^  seconde  Mancre  of  chaatie!  ia  to  1)9 
aclene  wydowe  &  to  eschews  ))enbTasemge  of  man  '• 
&  to  desiren  ^enbrasinges  of  ihe«u  cristf  [94s]  '  Ihea 
bion  fo  fat  haue  bue  wyvea '.  &  haue  for  gone  here  hua- 
boades  V  And  eke  wemmen  ))at  haue  done  lycherye  &  bicn 
releued  by  penance  f  [946]  And  cortei  if  fat  a  wif 
coufe  keper  al  chaste  be  lycence  of  hire  hnsbonde  so 
fat  sche  nere  none  occasion  fat  he  a-gilte  it 
weie  to  hire  a  grete  meiitef  [947]  V  Thes  mancro 
of  wemmen  fat  obseraen  chastite  moste  hue  clene  in  bcrte 
as  wele  as  in  boUyf  &  in  fouhti  &  mosurable  in  clofeingo 
&  in  countenance  f  Abstinent  in  etynge  & 
drinkeinge  in  apekeinge  //  &  i«  dedef  &  fan  ia  sche  fo 
vessel  of  fo  boyste  of  fo  blissed  Magdalene  fat 
f ulfillef  holy  chirche  ful  of  good  odoure  f  [948]  %  f e  freddo 
maner  cbastito  is  vii^nitc!  V  And  it  be-lioacf  fat  echo 
bo  holy  in  berte  &  clene  of  bodyf  fan  is  sche 
spouse  to  ihe«u  cnatf  IT  And  sche  is  fo  lif  of  Angels* 
[949]  sche  is  fe  preisoinge  of  f is  werld '.  And  echo  is  as 
f es  maitiies  in  Eegalito !  Sche  haf e  in  hire  fat  tonge  may 
not  t^!  [95°]  virginite  bare  onre  lorde 
ihesu  crist  &  virgine  was  him  self! 

[951]  T  Anofare  remede  ajeines  licherie  is  to 
wif  draw  suchc  finges  fat  jonca  occacion  to  filke 
vclanyf  As  ese.  &  eteyngo&drinkeingef  ffoT  certez  whan. 
'fe  potte  boylef  strongelye  fe  best  remedye  is  to  wit7i' 
drawef  fire!  [953] Slepeingelangeingretequietebekeagtete 
norische  to  licbeiye '. 

[953]  ^  Anofere  remedye  ajeines  lycherie  is  fat  s 
womman  or  a  man  escbiowo  compaigayo  of  hem  be 
wicho  ho  doutef  to  be  tempted  f  fTor  albeit  so  fat  fe 
dede   be   wttft-stande    jite   ia    fen   greto   tomptacionef 
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[954]  SofelJ  "  ''"'«  '*'•  •'fo"''"  "  '''™  ""^ 
ffnllj  be  rtyljige  of  s  omdel ;  jil  i»  f«  "»1  WiOt  ol  )e 
kyl.  [9SS]  M  oft  '■■«<':  *  .L  red"  )«»  ■»»"  '"'•  " 
H.  owen  pirteccione  1  bot  be  be  sl[r]oiige7  )<m  Sempsoii. 
Holiere  ^D  Danid .  wiuer  J»ii  Salomon 

[956]  »  Nowe  tOa  )«l  .1  baoe  dedaied  y>we  «  X  ™> 
of  fe  »y.  dedely  dimes  and  enfne  of  bew  branBchM  & 
ber  remedii.!  SoJ»  if!  7.  eoufe  .L  "oldo  t«l  )Oir.  )■ 
ton.  comm.iid.meiile.!  [95;] Bol  «>  bUie .doltiin .1. l"t" » 
devinee!  NsJ»le.  .1.  bope  to  god  Je"  l"™  '°'"*'^  "  *" 
tretiBe  enerjche  of  hem  ^ 


yOw  for  as  mnche  as  |w  secnnda  parte  of  penitc; 
slant  in  confesaiotm  of  moa^e  f  as  .1-  ^xg^  m  t* 
chapetre!  L         aeyo         seint  Anstine        ae")*' 

[959]  Siane  is  eaerj  worde  &  enery  dede  &  al  t«* 
men  coueyten  ajeines  f©  Uwe  of  ihewi  cristef  and  p 
for  to  siune  in  herte  in  moufo  &  in  dede .  be  >"»  ■"- 
wittes  J>at  bien  siht  hereinge  smelinge  tastomgo 
or  saueringfl  &  feleingo.  [960]  H  Kowe  is  it  good« 
vnderstond  ^  circumetanoe  Jiat  a^w^en  muchel  eoflT 
ainne  [961]  t  >ou  achalt  conwder  what  >on  ert  J»t  dort 
>o  sinno  whe^ere  fou  be  male  ot  female,  jonge 
olde.  genta  or  (iratt.  free  or  seruant  hole  or  seke. 
wedded  or  sengel .  orderde  ot  nonjt  wise  or  iW- 
Gierke  or  seculerf  [96  a]  if  Bcbe  be  of  )ii  kinwi  bodely 
or  goately  or  nonef  If  any  of  fi  kinred  bane  suui** 
wi^  hire  or  none  f  &  mony  moo  Jnngas ' 

[963]  H  j)e  ojwre  circumstance  b  |»isf  whejer  it  1* 
done  ID  fomicacionoornone;  Or  iwaduoutre!  or  incite  <>' 
none;  Maydeti  or  nonef  In  man*re  of  homicide  or  none 
orrible  greto  ainne  or  amol.  An  howe  longe  t^ 
continued  in  sinne  =  [964]  >'  I»red  circumstance  » 
l-e  place  whor^  p^^^  j,^j^  j^^^  ^^^^ ,  -^vTieJero  in  o}en 
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mennea  Itous  or  in  )>ine  owen  In  felde  or  in  cberclie  or  in 
cliirche  hawe  In  chiiche  dedicate  oi  none '. 
[965]  For  if  )ie  cbeiclie  were  holowed  and  man  or  wonunan 
Bpilled  hia  kinde  in  wi^  ^at  place  be  waye  of  Binae  01  bo 
wjkkod  temptacione  ^  cbiicbe  were  enterditedf  tU  it 
were  reconeiled  be  ^e  Bischopf  [966]  And  Jie  prtete 
Bcboldebeenterdited^tdidesucbeavelanyetotermeofalbis 
lif  f  he  acholde  no  more  singe  maasef  &  if  be  dide  he  scbold  do 
dedelf  sinne!  att  eoery  time  at  eaery  time  att  he  aonge  masee! 
[9^7]  ^  H  ^^^  circtunatance  is  be  vhiche  mediab- 
ours  as  be  messangeres  or  forenticement  or  for  enticement  or  for 
coneenbnent  to  beie  compaigne  wi^  felawscbipef  fTor 
mony  a  wiecche  for  to  bore  contptugny  wil  go  to  ^ 
denel  of  b^  [96S]  %  For  ^ei  ^at  eggen  or  con- 
senten  to  ^e  sinne  bien  portinora  of  fie  ainne  & 
of  Jra  dampnacion  of  ))e  sinner 

[969]  %  Jie  .T.  is '  hows  monye  times 
^at  he  ha)i  sinned  f  &  it  be  in  his  mynde !  &  howe  oft 
fiat  be  hafie  toB'.  [970]  ffor  he  ^t  oft  fallof  in  sinne 
dispicej)  Jw  mereie  of  god;  And  encrese))  his  sinne 
&  is  vnkinde  to  god!  &  he  wexe^  ^e  more  feble 
to  wi)>stonde  sinne  f  and  sinnej  fe  more  lyhtlyor 
[971]  *and  fe  latter  arise^!  and  is  fe  more  eschewe 
to  sohriven  him  &  namely  to  him  ^t  ha^e  btte  his  Con- 
leeaaur'./f  [972]  ffor  whiche  )iat  foUce  when  fiei  f^  ajeine 
in  here  olde  folyea  oft  ^i  for-leten  here  confessoura 
al  vtterlye  or  elles  ^ei  departen  bei  acrift  in  dinora 
place!  Bot  ao^y  anche  departed  sehrift  deseue^  no 
mercy  of  god  of  his  ainnea!  [973]  H  fe  yj'.  Circnm- 
atance  is  ^is !  whi  |iat  a  man  sinne^  as  be  whicbe  tomptadon ! 
And  if  him  aelf  prf)cure  ^ilk  temptacione  01  be  ex< 
citinge  of  o^ere  folke  or  if  ^u  sinne  wiji  a  womman  bo 
foree  or  be  hir  owen  assent  [974]  or  if  fe  womman 
mawgre  hire  hode  hajie  hue  enforeed  or  none  fiu 
sthal  je  UXti  ffor  conetise  or  for  pouwte!  & 
^  it    was   here   procoreinge    or  none   &   suchc    manere 

LANSDOWNB   687   (6-T.  673)  ['luTIU] 


harneyB  [975]  IT  )»  .vij.  circnmstance  is  in  what 
mutere  be  ha^  done  hia  siime  or  none  or  howe  ^  he  h>^ 
snffir^dhowe  folke  handon  to  hire!  [976]  of  t»e  aame  echal 
)re  nua  tel  pleTsely  «1  drconutance  Jt  whers 
he  baji  siimedf  witA  conunime  Iwrdel  wTntmeii  or  none 
[977]  ^  ^'>^^  ^  mime  in  holy  times  or  none!  in  tost- 
inge  timee  or  none  oi  be-fome  his  acbrift  or  aftere  his  Istter 
wbrift  [978]  &  ha])*  par  adnentnre  broken  ^ere-fore  his 
penance  eniojned.  by  vbos  Si  vbos  oonael.  by 
SOTcery  or  ciaftf  al  nmst  be  tolde  [979]  t^ 
^ingea  aAer  ^  ^i  bien  grete  &  emale  EngregED  ^ 
conscience  of  man!  &  eke  pe  ^reste  ^ot  is 
^i  Inge  may  ^  better  bue  avi^ed  of  bia  Ingoment  in 
jeneingeof  ^ino  penaunce!  And  ^t  is  after  ^Lnecontriciaiie! 
[980]  T  For  vnderBtando)!  wule  ^at  after  fe  time  fat  aman 
hajie  defonled  his  Baptime  by  sinne  if  be  vil  comme  to 
aalaacion!  pere  ia  none  o)wre  weye  bot  be  penytenoe 
&  acbrift  &  aatiaf actjone .  [981]  And  namely  by  f>o  too! 
if  ^«re  be  a  confessour  to  wbicbe  he  may  scbrine  bim 
%  And  |w  ^red  if  be  bane  lif  to  performe  it! 

[982]  {lan  echal  man  loke  &  consider  if  ha 
wil  moke  a  trewe  &  profitable  confessione  fere 
moate  bae  fonre  condidones !  =  [983]  Fiiste  it  most  be  in 
Borwful  bittemeese  of  hert  S  As  seijte  fo  kinge  ezecbiel ! =To 
god  .L  wil  remembre  me  al  je  jeres  of  my  lif  in 
bitterneese  of  myne  berte !  [984]  Y  ^is  condicioun  of  bitter- 
nease  ba^  .t.  signea!  fe  first  ia  ^t  confession  most 
be  Bcbamefaste  notf  for  to  koueme  ne  to  hiden  his  einne !  = 
bot  for  ho  haf  a-gilto  bis  god  &  defouled  lus  soolo! 
[985]  And  here  of  seij>  seinte  Aostine!  IT  The  bert 
travailef  for  schame  of  bis  sinne!  &  for  be  ha^  grcto 
Bchamfastnea  he  is  digne  to  haue  grete  mercyc! 
[986]  vbiche  waa  fe  confeaaion  of  fie  paplicane  }bA 
volde  not  heue  vp  his  eyjen  to  benen!  fTor  he  hadde 
offended  god  of  heuen!  ffor  whiche  acbamfaatneeae  he 
bad  anonc  fo  msrcy  of  god  [987]  H  And  ferefore  seif 
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sciat  Anatine.  ^at  snche  schamefast  foike  liieii  next 
for-}eneneese  &  remission  [988]  %  )>at  oyen  signe  is 
humilite  of  confeesioue'  of  vhiche  seifie  eeint  Petre. 
"Vmblef  jow  vndor  Jw  mitt  of  of  god  f  ^  fe  hondo  of  god 
is  myhti  in  confession!  For  fereby  god  fo[r]]ene|)  fa 
einses!  for  he  alon  hsf  )ie  poweref  [989]  &  fiis 
humylite  schal  be  in  hcite  &  in  eigne  outewarde '.  For 
riht  as  be  haf  hninylite  to  god  in  bis  herte.  Kiht  so 
achold  be  bumblen  bis  body  ontwardo  to  fw  preste  fat  sittej) 
in  'goddes  place  f  [990]  for  wbiche  in  no  maner  scfcn  pat 
criat  ia  souereigue'  &  fo  preste  mene  &  mediatour  be 
tucx  criste  &  )>e  sinner  5  And  ps  Binner  is  fe  last 
bo  woio  of  resoun'  [991]  fan  scholde  not  p"  sinner  eitte 
also  bibo  as  bis  coafessour  bot  kncle  be-fome  bim  or  att 
bis  fete  bot  if  malady  distoorbe  it '.  for  bo  schal  not  take 
kepe  who  sittef  fere  hot  in  wos  place  fat  be  sittoft 
[992]  %  A  man  fat  haf  trcBpoased  to  alonle  &  commefe  to 
axe  mercye  f  &  makon  bis  accorde  &  sitte  him  donne  anono 
by  fe  loidef  men  wolde  holds  bim  outrageous  &  nouht 
worfi  so  Bone  to  haue  remissioue  ne  mfrcye  i  [993]  T  f e 
■iij.  Eigne  is  fat  fi  schrift  scbolde  be  ful  of  teres  if 
man  may  wepef  And  if  man  maie  not  wepe  wif  his  bodely  eyjen 
lat  him  wepe  in  bis  berte!  [994]  Sucbe  was  fe  confesaione 
of  Beinte  Peter !  ffor  after  fat  be  badde  for  saake  ihem  cristo 
be  went  onta  &  wep^iet  fill  bitterlyf  [995]  ^  fef  iiij. 
eigne  is  fat  he  let  not  fur  his  scbuiiifl  to  scliewo 
bis  o'jiifi:s.Mciiic.  [996]  Suchc  was  fc  confession  of  {o 
Magilateyn  for  scbe  spared  fur  no  schamo  of  bum  fat  wcixiu 
att  fe  flint  for  tu  go  to  ouro  lordo  ihasa  cristo !  &  be-knowo 
to  liim  biro  ainne  [997]  ^  fe  .v."  sigue  fat  aman 
or  woi'fraaii  be  obelaaut  to  receyue  fo  ponanco  fat 
is  him  enioyiiodei  IT  For  certoa  ihesu  cristo  for 
fe  giltea  of  0  man  was  obedicnto  to  fc  defe 

[998]  If  fc  secunde  condicioM  of  verreyo  confessi[on] 
is  fat  it  be  hastily  done!  For  cerlea  if  aman  had  a 
dodly  wouiidc  eacj'  fe  laiigur  fot  he  iii'iof  to  'wariache 
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^jm  eelff  ^  more  irolde  it  compUf  and  baste  him  to 
hia  de)w  &  eke  ^  iroande  wolde  be  ^  wen  fbi  to 
bale  7/  [999]  And  libt  so  ikre^  Bume  ^  longa 
time  ia  in  a  nun  viucbevdef  [1000]  Certee  aman  onbt 
hwtel;  to  scbewe  his  siiuie  for  nony  c«ue  as  for  drede 
of  de^  ^  comme^  oft  sodanlj  1  £  is  in  no  certeine  vbat 
time  it  schal  be  ne  in  no  place  f  and  eke  ^e  dreccblngs 
of  o  liRne  draweji  ine  ano^«re  [looi]  &  eke  ^  longer 
^ai  be  tarie^  {>*  ferftere  is  be  &o  criste!  &  if  he  abide 
Tnto  lua  last  daye  skaiily  may  be  ecbiine  him  or 
amend  him  for  his  ainnes  or  npent  him  for  fe 
greuons  malady  of  his  dejre '.  [ioo>]  V  And  for  as  mncbe  as 
he  ha^  noobte  in  bis  lif  berkened  iheni  ctiste  vhan  fae 
ba)ie  spoken  vn  to  bimfhe  schal  crienvnto  oore  loide  ihoa  crista 
att  hia  last  daye'  And  scaiaely  vil  be  herken  him  [1003] 
%  Ynder  etonde  )»t  ^is  condiciono  most  haue  fonre  ])ingcs '. 
yi  Bcbrift  most«  bien  purreida  be-fome  &  avised!  ^ 
for  vykked  haste  do))e  no  prophete  &  )Mt  aman  can 
Bchrine  him .  of  bis  sinnes  be  it  of  pride  ey^«re  of  envie '  An 
so  foi^  wi^  fe  spices  &  ))e  ciicnntstauncea '.  [1004]  And  )iat 
fae  bane  comprehended  in  bia  mynde  Ji*  nombre  &  (w 
gretnesse  of  his  ainnes !  &  bowe  longe  ))at  be  ba^  leyne 
in  einne  [1005]  &  eke  pat  be  bue  contrite  of  his  dnneaf 
And  in  stedfast  piirpos  by  )ie  grace  of  god  neoere  efte  to 
fal  a^ne  in  einne '.  And  eke  ))at  he  drede  &  contiewaita 
him  self  )iat  he  flio  ^e  occasione  of  einne  to  'whiche  he 
is  enclined.  [1006]  V  Also  }&t  ^on  schol  schrine  )>*  of  al 
^i  sinnes  to  omanf  &  noubt  parcel  mele  to  oman  & 
parcel  mele  to  a  no^ere  man  i  ^at  is  to  vnderstonde  in  entent 
to  pnrten  ^ine  confessioue  as  for  schame  or  diede '.  for  it 
is  bot '  bot  stnmglinge  of  f)ine  Boule  IT  [1 007]  For  certes  ih«fa 
cnste  ia  al  goode'  In  bim  is  none  imp«rfeccione  ^  & 
JwrfoTO  ener  he  for-^eae^  perfytlyo  or  ellea  nener  a 
dele.  [1008]  IT  I  sayo  note  if  poM  be  assigned  to  f^ 
penitancere  of  certeyne  sinne  ^t  ^n  ert  bonnden  to 
ecbew  him   al    [le   remenont   of    ff   mnnes   of  -wbiche 
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])oii  hast  bne  schreuen  att  pi  Curate  f  bot  if  it  like  ^e 
of  fine  hnmylite  T  ]ns  is  no  depar[t]mge  of  schreft  f  ^ 
[1009]  ne  .L  saye  not  }en  aa  .1.  epeke  of  diuieion  of  confes- 
sione  if  fat  Jwa  hane  lycence  for  to  schriuo  [le  to  a  discrete 
&  an  honeate  preste!  &  vhere  pe  likefe  //  &  be  }«  licence 
eke  of  fine  curate  fat  foa  ne  maiate  wel  achrine  fe 
of  al  fi  sinnea  [loio]  bot  late  no  blot  bue  by-hindef 
lete  no  sinne  vntolde  aa  fer  aa  fou  hast«  remem- 
brancef  [ion]  H  And  whan  fan  echalto  bu  achrinen  of  f 
Corate .  Tel  him  eke  of  al  fe  sinnea  fat  f ou  hast  done '. 
aef  f  B  foa  were  last  y-schiyuen !  aa  f  la  ia  fo  wikked  entent  of 
denyaion  of  schrift 

[1012]  IT  Also  fe  verrey  achrift  axef  certeyne  con- 
dicionea.=:  First  fat  fou  echriue  fe  bo  fi  fre  wyl 
uonht  constrcyned  ne  for  schame  of  folke  ne  fot  malady 
or  Bocbe  fingeef  H  For  it  is  roson  fat  he  fat  treapaa 
be  his  fie  wiH  [.  ...  710  gap  in  Hie  MS.'\  confesee  hia 
trespace!  [1013}  ITone  ofere  man  echatel  his  sinne 
bot  he  bim  self  f  ne  achal  nojt  nay  it  or  denye  his  sinne! 
no  wref f e  himo  ajeinoB  f e  pr«ste  for  his  amonyscheynge 
to  lete  sinne  [1014]  T  fe  condicion  is  fat  fi 
scliriflj  be  lawful!  fat  is  to  sey  fou  fat  schryuof 
f e '  &  eke  f e  preste  fat  heref  f '  confeaaion  bica 
Terrei  in  fe  fayfe  of  holy  cherche  [lois]  ^  ^^  \^^ 
aman  be  nouht  deapeirode  of  f  e  mercie  of  ibe»a  criste '.  as 
Eayme  or  ludas  [1016]  IT  And  eke  aman  most  accnao 
him  of  his  owen  trespasf  &  nouht  a  nofere!  bot  ho 
schal  blame  &  wyten  him  self  of  hia  owen  malice  of  hia 
sinne  &  none  ofera  [1017]  Bot  nafeles  if 
anof  n-e  man  hue  encheson  or  entysef  of  hia  sinnea '.  Or  fat  if 
fe  state  of  a  persone  bu  sucho  foruLo  whiche  his  ainne  is 
agregede  or  elles  fat  ho  may  not  ploynely  schriuen  him 
bot  ho  tel  fe  persona  whiche  he  hafe  «nnod  wif 
fen  maye  he  tol  it  [1018]  so  fat  ia  entent  ne  be  not 
to  bakbite  fe  person!  bot  onely  to  declare  hia  con- 
fesaion! 
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[1029]  IT  fe  freddo  parte  of  ponitenoe  18  eatiafoccione ;  & 
])at  stant  general;         in  alraes         &         in 

bodely  peyno!  [1030]  Howe  bien  fere,  frey 
uumere  of  almcs!  contncion  of  hcrt  fat  a  man 
openne])  him  self  to  godf  Anopere'.  is  to  faauo  peto  of 
J)e  defaute  of  his  neyhbourBf  It  [»  fred  is  in 
;eueingo  good  coimBel  &  comiciit  goeUy  &  hodelye  where  men 
haue  nedef  &  namely  in  suatinimce  of  mannes  foodef 
[1031]  &  take  kepe  )iat  a  man  hafe  nede  of  fea 
fingcs  generalyi  he  hafe  nede  of  foode  of 
clofinge  of  herboruhef  he  ha)ie  nede  of  charitable 
conselyng  &  aviaotinge  in  prison  f  &  maladye!  & 
sepulture  of  his  dede  bodyof  [1032]  &  if  fou  maiste  not 
viset  f e  nedefoU  wif  pi  persone '.  viset  him  wip 
messages  &  fi  jeftesf//  [1033]  pes  bien  fa  gen<?ral 
almes  &  werkes  of  charite  of  hem  fat  ha{)  Tempcrol 
riches  or  discreeion  in  counBolingei  IT  Of  fes  werkea 
schalt  pofi  here  of  fe  dale  of  dome  f 

[1034]  fes  almos  schal  fou  done  of  fine  owen 
propre  fingesf  And  hastely  &  priuely  if  fou  maiate 
[1035]  If  Bot  nafeles  if  fou  maye  nouht  dono  hit  priuelye 
'  fou  sclialt  nouht  fot  here  to  done  almos  nere  adel  f ouho  men 
it  see  r  So  fat  it  be  nouht  ydo  for  f e  f onke  of  f 0  werlde '.  bot 
onelytohauefefonkeof  oureloide  ihcsuctistlf  [io36]Foras 
wittoaesse  seint  Mathewe  .5.  A  Cite  male  not  hue  hidde 
fat  is  on  a  mowntan  setto '.  N^e  men  lyhten  not  a  lanteme '.  & 
put  it  vnder  a  buscheti '.  bot  men  settef  it  on  a  candel- 
stik  to  lyhten  fe  men  in  fe  house!  [1037]  EUit 
BO  Bcbal  joure  liht  afotne  men  fat  fei  maie 
Bcene  joure  good  werkes '.  and  glorificn  ^ouie  fader  fat  is  in 
heuen 

[1038]  ^  Kowe  as  to  speke  of  bodely  peine  it  stant  in 
picyer.      in     wakeinges     in     fastinge     &     in     vertuus 
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techeinge  of  oriBons  [1039]  IT  3a  achol  vnder  atonde 
^t  onsons  or  preyers  ia  toi  to  seye  a  pjloua  wU  of 
hert  ^  tedieasB^  in  god  &  expressed  be  woide 
ontemrdfi  to  nmowe  hannea!  &  to  haoe  ^mgea 
c«piritael  &  danble!  &  sbmtymQ  tomperal  fingea 
of  whiche  oriaoneB !  ceitee  in  ^  onsonee  of  ^  pat«r  Jiotta 
lui^  ihe«a  criste  endoaod  most  ^inges!  [1040]  Certea 
it  ia  pn'iiel^ed  of  ^roy  ^inges  in  hia  dignite  For  whiche 
it  is  more  digne  ^an  any  oifen  preyere!  fibr  ^t  ilufa 
diet  him  self  maked  it!  [io4i]&itia  schorte  for  itscholde 
be  konde  more  Uhtlye  &  foi  to  wi^ie-holde  it 
moro  eeily  in  hertaf  &  belpen  hem  self  fofitei'  wi^ 
jioriaoD'  [1041]  And  for  aman  scbold  be  ]m  lasse  were 
to  Bey  it '.  And  for  a  man  may  nonbt  excnsen  him  to  leien 
it  for  it  is  so  schort  &  bo  Esye  &  for  it  comprehendi^  in  it 
selfe  al  goode  preyerB!  [1043]  Y  )m  expoaciotm  of  fia 
holy  preyei  ^t  ia  bo  ezceUent  &  digne  .L  be4ake  to 
}a  Maystres  of  Theologie  sane  |ius  macbe  wil  .1.  aeyne: 
^t  whan  foa  preyest.  '^  god  echold  for  jenen  ]ra  ^i 
giltea  aa  ^a  foijeueat  ham*  fat  agilten  fie  be  fill 
wilJ  war  Jjat  Jion  bo  not  onto  of  charitef  [1044]  %  fia 
holy  orison  amenose^  eke  yenyal  sinne!  And  Jwrefor 
it  appertene^  apecialy  to  penytence  J  p  xs.  b^a] 

[1045]  IT  ^is  preyer  moat  bn  trewly  seide  in 
Torray  bipe  &  ^t  men  prey  to  god  oidinately!  dia- 
cretely  Se  denoutely  f  IT  Alweye  aman  schal  pot  his  wille 
to  be  Bubiecte  to  |»  wil  of  godf  [1046]  IT  fis  orison 
most  eke  be  seide  wttA  grete  hnmbleese  &  pure 
honestly.  &  nooht  to  anoyance  of  any  man!  01  womman. 
^  It  moste  eke  be  continaed  wttA  y  werkee  of  charite '.  == 
[1047]  It  avaylej  eke  ^eynea  Jjb  vices  of  fe  soole !  K  Tor  oa 
Bei)>e  Beint  lerom!  Be  fastinge  bien  eaned  ^e  vioes  of 
fleeche !  &  be  preieis  f«  Tices  of  sonle '. 

[1048]  After  ^ia  ^oa  schalt  Tndeistand  ]nt 
bodely  pejme  atant  in  wakeynge!  IT  For  ihsfu  criate  eeijief 
wake^     &     praye]>     ^at     je     ne     enter     in     wikked 
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temptacione .  [1049]  J®  flclioln  vnder  stand  fat  fTast- 
inge  stant  in  fw  finges  f  =  In  f or  beringe  of  bodely  mete 
&  drinke  f  &  in  for  beringe  of  werldly  lolytees  f  &  in  for- 
beringe  of  dedely  sinnef  }ia  is  io  seye  ])at  aman  schal 
kepe  him  fro  dedely  sinne  f  wif  al  his  myht  f 

[1050]  If  And  foM  Bchalt  vnderstand  eke  ]>at  god 
ordeyned  fastingesf  And  to  fastingea  appaj'tenen  .iiij. 
fingesf  [105 1]  largenesse  to  poner  folkef  Gladnesse  of 
hert  espirituel:  noi^ht  to  be  angred  ne  to  be  anoyedf  ne 
to  grocche  for  he  faste])  f  and  also  att  resonable  owre  for  to 
ete  be  mesnre  f  ]7at  is  to  saye  ]7at  aman  schold  nouht  eten  in 
vntyme    ne    sitte    )^e    langer    att    his    table    for    he 

[1053]  H  ]7an  schalt  fovL  vnderstand  ]>at  bodely 
peyne  stant  in  discipline  or  techeinge  be  worde  or  be 
writeinge  f  or  by  ensample  f  Also  in  wereinge  of  heyres  eyf  ere 
of  Stamyne  f  ey)>[eT]e  of  haberione  on  here  naked  flessho  for 
criste  sake  &  suche  manure  penatmces  f  [  1 05 3]  Bot  ware  fe  wele 
|-at  suche  manere  penat^nces  make  non^t  ]>ine  herte 
bitter  or  angry  anoyed  of  J^ine  self  U  For  better  is  to  kast 
awaie  jtiae  heire  fan.  for  to  cast  awey  fe  swettnes  of  onre 
lordef  ihe«a  criste  [1054]  U  And  ]>erefore  seij^e  seinte  poulef 
Clo]}e  30we  as  fei  fat  bien  chosen  of  god  in  hert  of 
mysericorde  debonartef  suffrance.  And  snche  maner  of 
clo]7ingef  of  whiche  ihe^u  criste  is  more  appaied  ])an  of 
heyre  or  of  Aberion  f 

[1055]  H  fan  is  discipline  eke  in  knokynge  on 
y  brestef  in  sconregeinge  yriih  3erdes  in  knelyinge  in 
tribnlacionsf  [1056]  In  suffiringe  paciently  wronges  fat 
bien  done  to  him  f  &  eke  in  pacient  suffrance  of  Maledies 
or  lesinge  of  werldly  Catelf  or  wyf  or  childe  or 
ofere  firendes  f 

[1057]  H  fan  schal  fou  ynderstande  wiche.  finge 
distourben  penance  f  &  f is  is  in  f re  maners  fat  is 
drede  schame  hope!  &  wanhopef  fat  is  desperacione f 
[1058]  And  for  to  speken  firste  of  drede  f  for  whiche  he 
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wenej  Jat  he  may  guffiir  no  penatince  [1059]  (wro 
ajeines  is  remedye  for  to  |)mke  )iat  Ixxlely  penaunce  is 
hot  scbort  Ss  Ijtel  att  ^  regard  of  {le  peync  of  h^  ^t 
13  cmel  &  GO  longe  )rat  it  lastn);  ynp  oaten  endo ! 

[1060]  H  Now  ajeines  ^  ecbame  ps.t  aman  hajie  to 

schrynen  him !  [ 

no  gap  in 

the  AfS.]  [1061]  Ajeines  ^  schame  schal  a  man  fiiske  ^t 
by  |m  ways  of  resoun  ^t  ho  fiat  hupe  nouht  bne  aschamed  to 
do  foule  {tinges f  Certea  him  ouhte  not  'bne  aschamed  to 
do  fsire  }iiDges  &  goode  ^inges '  &  )iat  ieconfeseioDs:[io6z] 
Aman  Behold  fnnke  Juit  god  eejio  &  wot«  al  his 
fouhtes  &  his  werkea!  to  bim  maie  no^inge  hn 
hodde  ne  couerdc!  [1063]  Men  Bcbolde  eke  remembre 
bom  of  ye  schame  |)at  is  to  come  att  y  daie  of  dome  to 
hem  (lat  biene  noajt  penitence  &  lif  in  |»resent 
iif !  [1064]  H  For  al  pa  creatures  in  henen  in  er^  &  in  belt 
Bchohie  seen  apertely  al  ^at  hiden  in  ^is  werldo  i 

[1065]  Nowo  for  to  speke  of  fe  hope  of  hem  Jnt 
bicn  so  neclygent  &  slowe  to  schriuen  ham  it  etaut  in 
tuo  manefs!  [1066]  ^at  on  is!  )iat  be  hope))  to  lene 
longe!  &  for  to  pui-cbase  mnchel  riches  for  his  deltte 
&  fan  be  wil  schriue  hime  as  he  seijie ! 
be  maie  as  bim  seme^  timely  ynonbe  comme  to  schrifte! 
[1067]  H  Ano^ra  is  of  ^e  snrquydrye  pai,  he  ha^  in  hajie  in 
criatea  mercye!  [1068]  And  ajeinea  fe  first  he  schal  ))inke 
^at  ouro  Iif  is  in  no  sekeraesse!  &  eke  Jut  al  fra 
reches  in  ^  weilde  bien  in  aduenture  &  passinge  as  a 
schadowe  on  a  \Fal  [1069]  H  And  as  sei^e  seinte  Gregorie  i 
^t  it  appartene^  to  fa  grete  nhtwisnesse  of  god!  }nt 
noaere  schal  ye  peine  stinte  of  hem  fat  neucre 
wolde  wtVidrawe  hem  fro  einne  here  ^ankes  bot 
ou^continne  insinno!  H  For  Jiilke  perpetuele  wil  to  do 
sinne  scholne  Jwi  bane  perpotnel  peyne  £ 

[1070]  H  Whanbope  is  in  tuo  manen  ^  fe  first  whan- 
hope  is  in  fie  mcrcye  of  criatef  ^at  o^ere  is  t>^t  ^i 
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fenke  fai  ^i  mybi  noukt  knge  peraeueme  m  goad- 
nsaeei  [1071]  H  Po  first  wanhope  comme^  of  pat  ho 
deme^  |>at  he  ha,p  Eumed  bo  gretelj '.  so  ofte  &  a9 
loDge  lyggen  in  einne  pat  he  schal  uoiiht  he  Baucdof 
[1071]  V  Certe}  ^einos  fa,b  corsed  wanhope'  he  schold 
pinke  ^t  Jie  passion  of  ihe«u  criste  is  more  stronge  tut 
to  vnbyndef  fia  sinne  ia  for  to  biudu! 
[1073}  H  And  ajeines  pe  seounde  wanhope!  he  schal  (mdcd 
pat  OB  oft  as  he  falle)»  he  schal  arisen  be  penifonwf 
And  ^nhe  he  neiur  so  longe  haue  Ijen  in  sinBe!  ^o 
mercjB  of  ariste  is  ahvcy  rwly  to  rccpywn  him  to  morcyuf 
[1074]  1i  Ajoynea  pe  wanhopo  fat  he  demef  pat  ho 
Bchold  nouht  longo  psi'scuere  in  gooihica ',  lie  schal  f inkc 
pat  fa  feb«liie  of  pa  deuul  may  no[iingo  done  hot 
nienwilHuffrcuhim;  [1075]  H  And  ekcheBchalhaneBlreynki'f 
of  god  &  of  q]  holy  chirche  &  of  fa 
protcccions  of  Angels  if  hioi  lusto! 

[1076]  H  fan  Bohul  mun  vndirstonda  what  is  fo 
fruyte  of  penaimM  as  after  fo  worde  of  ihcsu  cristci  It  is 
fe  Endoles  hiisse  of  heuea  [1077]  fero  loye  hafe  none 
contrariouato  of  woo  no  greua«cQ  fc/-e  aH  harmea  hiun 
passed  of  f ia  p/t'sent  lif  I  =  pere  aa  is  f '  sokempssc  fro 
fe  peyne  of  heti'.  =^  pero  aa  fe  blisful  compaigniu  pat 
reioyaenhemeut'nnoro!Eutryc!iuof  o])ei'esloyo![io78]  pera 
BS  f  body  of  man  fat  whilom  waa  foule  &  derke!  is 
more  clere  fan  ia  fe  sonne  H  pcre  as  whilom  fe  body 
was  eeeke  &  beie '.  &  mortale  is  viunortalo '.  & 
BO  BtroDgQ  &  80  holy '.  fut  f tTo  niiiye  no  fingo  enipoyro 
itJ  [1079]  pere  as  neyf'.ro  is  hunger  furst  no  coldei 
Bot  entry  Boulo  replenyaclief  with  fe  siht  of  fe  pcrfit 
knowcyngo  of  god.  [loSo]  H  fia  blii^fiill  Regno  may  man 
parchace  be  pouertc  espiritueH  &  fe  glorio  bo  lowc- 
nesse!  fo  plonteo  of  loye  bo  hunger'  &  ferste!  &  fo 
reste  be  trauayle !  &  f  lyf  be  def !  &  mortifioacione  oi 
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To  ^ilka  lif  be  TB  bimge  ^t  bouht  va  wi})  his  precioiu 
blod«Ameir/ 
Explieit  Fabvla .  Beotorii 

Compotito  hniiu  Ubri  hie  eapit  lieenoiftni .  nuun. 
I.081] 

NOw  proye  .L  to  hem  att  ^t  herken  ^  litel  tretiB 
or  rede  f  pat  if  fere  hue  &nj  )iinge  in  it  ^t  like^ 
hemf  jMit  pav  of  ^  ]K>Q)cen  oure  lorde  Qteta 
cmte  of  whome  pn>cede]r  al  wite  &  al  goodenessa. 
[io8>]  H  Aiid  if  ^ere  be  any  ^iuge  ^  displesen  hem  X 
preye  hem  also  }iat  )'oi  aratte  it  to  ^  definite  of  myne 
vnkonjnge;  &  n[ot]  to  my  wiH.  ^at  wolde  fulfeyne 
haue  aeide  better,  if  .L  liadd  koayngef  [1083]  For  onre 
booke  Beyjje  al  pat  is  wieten  is  vriteii  for  onre 
doctrine  &  Jtat  is  myns  entent  [1084]  V  Wbare  for  .L 
be  seke  jowe  mekely  att  f  e  meroye  of  god '.  pat  je  praye  tor 
me  /  ^t  crista  haue  mercie  on.  mef  &  fo^eno  me  my 
gultee!  [k^^S]  ^^  namely  of  my  translaciones  &  endite- 
yngee  of  werldly  vanytees  H  Jw  whiche  .1,  reuoke  in  my  re- 
tractions [1086]  H  Ab  is  /  fo  booke  of  Troyles  '■  II  The  booke 
also  of  f&me  po  booke  of  xv  ladjes  IF  fa 
booke  of  pe  Ducheasef  pe  booke  of  seiat  valentTnes 
day  &  of  ^  parlemeat  of  biidea  f  >e  tales  of  C&DtDr< 
bury  ^ilke  ^t  sounen  in  to  sinne  [1087]  V  pe  books 
of  pe  lyonf  And  moni  ano^ra  booke  if  f>ei  were  in  myae 
remembraunce  &  mony  a  soDge '  &  mony  a  lycheroQs 
laye '.  ^at  Criste  for  his  grete  Mercy  f or^eue  me  ^  Binne 
[  1088]  H  Bot  of  |»  tronslacioune  of  Boyoe  de  ConBolacioDO ; 
H  And  o^«re  bokes  of  legendia  of  seintis  '■  And  omelyes 
&  moralytef  &  dflaociona!  [1089]  ^t  Jionke  .1-  0010 
lorde  iera  criste  &  his  blissed  moder  &  al  [« 
sdntee  of  honen!  [1090]  besecheinge  hem  II  ^t  )>oi  it^in 
bennea  for^  Tnto  my  lyues  ende  sonde  me  grace  to 
beveyle  my  giltesf  &  to  stody  to  solaacione  of  my 
soulef  And   graunt  me   grace  of   verrei    penance  con- 
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feaaiono  &  Batisfaccioun  to  done  in  ])ia  present  lif. 
[1091]  ^niLe  }e  benigne  grace  of  kim  ^at  is  kinge  of 
kynges.  &  priste  of  aB  priatea!  ^t  bouht  vs 
vrif  J>e  pracioua  blode  of  hia  herte  [1091]  bo  ^at  .1.  may 
ble  one  of  hem  att  Jie  daye  of  dome  fat  B<shal  be  eaued . 
to  Mceyue  |>e  bllsse  fat  eoere  Bcbal  lost  wi^uteii  ende. 
Amen. 

E^lioit 
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THE  CHAUCER  SOCIETY'S  PUBLICATIOSS. 

To  do  honour  tn  CHArrsK,  ind  to  let  thelnitre  Kid  ftuiltnwof  Mm  •(*  lw>»  (»r  tlir 
biML  un|>nninl  Mnnum^ripU  uf  hin  works  difTcnl  rr>jiii  iho  prinlKl  tciti,  thin  SmHprj 
WM  fonniUd  in  ISGK.  Tbnr  irpre  ihen.  and  nre  Mitt.  nisDv  qneitions  of  m^irp.  pr^f 
nnnristtim,  nrthi^n^phy,  uid  Plyntolopt;  ^  to  be  Kttled,  'for  vhirh  more  prinric  uf 
Manuvripu  were  and  are  winliil ;  and  il  is  hanlly  luo  much  la  ny  llmt  evecy  Una 
of  Chaunoc  fin(HuiS  puinta  that  need  reennnideraririn.  The  founder  ()[r  Famivall) 
bivui  wilb  Th*  CaalirbHry  Tnltt.  and  hu  ^len  of  thrm  (in  parulli-l  culnmUB  in 
Kiiir*]  Itn)  nix  of  lh«  best  Iherelofure  nnprintad  MuliLvripIs  known.  Ininnuch  ata 
Uu  pnnlJi*!  utanin'mpnt  nece^nitiitcd  the  aJleration  of  Ibu  places  of  nrlain  tales  in 
MDie  of  tbe  >1S3.  a  print  r.f  cwh  MS  has  been  iwued  wpamtety.  foUowint^  the  urdi^r 
of  iUoririnal.  The  first  rii  MRS  printed  have  been  :  Ihe  EHwwere  (by  Ifave  nf  the 
Karlof  Ellp-merel:  the  Hmirwrt  (by '«"  uf  W.  W.  E.  Wmne,  Esq.) :  Ihe  Cniub. 
UniT.  Libr.,  MS  Gc.  4.  37;  ibe  Corpuh  Oxford ;  the  Pervinth  (b>-  leave  of  I^inl 
Lcconfleld]  -.  uid  Ibe  Lanfllone  ».)!  (Bril.  Mas.).     Ths  HarleUn  3374  vill  folluw. 

Of  ChauePT'i  Minor  P'vxii.— the  USS  of  >bich  nte  irenerallj  laier  tbiin  tbe  \k:,\ 
MSH  of  Ibe  Cantf'rbury  Talei,— all  the  available  MSS  bsva  been  priurnl  w>  aa  tu 
•Hura  all  tbe  eiwiinfc  evidenre  fnr  the  true  (eit. 

Tbe  BiKft  from  the  best  MS,  and  the  Tniliu  Parallel-Text  Imm  the  3  best  USS. 
are  now  all  in  Ivne. 

To  KFOora  the  Hdelihr  and  nnitonn  ItEabiient  of  the  texts,  Mr  F.  J.  Farninill  ha« 
rc«d  and  will  »ad  all  a4lh  tbeir  MSS. 

Aulolnpei  of  Bll  ihf  be«l  Chancer  MSS.  either  hnve  bwn  or  will  be  pablishl. 

The  S-ii;Lel7'i  piiblicatinns  are  inmod  in  twi.  Series,  "f  whith  the  Brst  runtaina  ih" 

these  as  can  be  procured,  with  olher  iUustruttve  trealiKa,  and  Sapplelucalar)-  Tal<-9. 
J-IRST  SERIFS. 
The  SofictT's  iisne  for  IBM,  in  the  Flrtt  Striu,  i», 

I.  The  'ProI"ciie  und  Kniiihfs  Tale,  of  Ihe  Cantertrorr  T«!(^  in  6  panllel 
T-itB  (fri™  Ibe  6  WSS  named  below),  lofrether  with  Tables,  showing  .he 
Criiup-.  uf  the.  Tiilo^  and  their  vsn-m|c  oider  in  3S  MSS  of  the  Tales,  and 
in  -^  -Ad  printed  editions,  and  alivi  Sjiecimenn  fmm  xenTSl  MSS  iif  ilirr 
"  Moveable  Proloeucs"  of  the  Canterbury  Tales.— The  Shipman-s  I'rolr.sTie. 
and  Franklin's  Prolugnc— when  moi-ed  from  their  right  placis,  and  of  ihe 
Substitutes  for  thorn.  (The  Six-Text,  Part  I,) 
IT.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale  From  Ihe  Ellesmere    MS. 


,     G|c.4.  27 

„     Corpus 

,     Oxford 

„     Pel«<irth 

„     Lannloo^e 

,    851 

cs  of  the  Teitfl  tonninR  Part  1  o 

tbe  Six-Text  edi 

i™.) 

fnr  1869,  in  the  Flnt  Seriss.  is. 

VIII.  The  Miller 


and  Cook's  Talcs 


XI.      „  „  Corpus 


Petworlh 
LatL-^doHni 
.t,  Pattll,  No.  XIV.) 


Apptndii  ul 
'■CHrnelm-- 
Irum  six  MSS. 


XII. 
Xlll.      „  „  „  „ 

a  forming  the  Sis 
he  Fint  SwiM,  is, 

,  and  Cook's  Tales,  with  on  Appendix  of  the  Spurious 
in  G  parsllel  Texts.     (Six-Toxt,  Part  II.) 
le  Fltit  SsriN,  is, 

»,  Shipman's.  nnd  Prioress's  Tales,  with  Chaucer's  own 
i,  in  6  pnrallel  Texts  fn.m  the  MSS  above  named,  nnd  10 
>f  Tellers  uf  Tales,  after  the  iiriginalB  in  tbe  Elleamtrv  .VIS. 
Tale,  from  thn  EUesniere  MS. 
XVII.      „       „      „       „         „        „       „    Cambridge  MS. 

XVtII.      „       „      , Corpu«MS. 

XIX.  The  Shipman'B,  Prioress's,  and  Man  of  Law's  Tales,  from  the  Pulworlh  HS. 
XX.  Tbe  Han  of  Law's  Tale,  from  the  -Ijinsduwne  MS. 
r-Mh  with  woodcut,  of  fourteen  drawings  of  Tellers  of  Tales  in  the  EUesmpre  MS.) 


The  itsue  for  IBTO,  i 
XIV.  The  Miller's,  Reeie' 

Tale  of  Game- 
The  iMue  for  1871,  i 
XV.  The  Man  of  Law' 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  LANSDOWNE  MS. 


General  Prolog^ue 

Teneide  notes  for  the  Knight's  Tale 

Enight'i  Tale'  (of  Falamou,  Aicite, 

and  fair  Enielye.    Ft.  it  p.  40 ; 

Pt.  Ill,  p.  54;  Ft.  IV,  p.  71) 

Knioht-Miller  Line 

Hiller'B  Tale  (of  Nicholas,  AbBolon, 
&  the  Oxford-Carpent«r'B  Wife) 
Miller-Kebve  Line 
Beeve'a  Tale  (of  the  Tnimpington 
Miller  and  Cambridge  Clerks) 

Eebve-Cook  Line         

Cook'a  Tale  {wifinisht :  of  t)ie  Lon- 
don Victualler's  Apprentice)  ,.. 
Appendix  to  Group  A :  the  gpurious 
Tali  uv  Gamblth,  with  a  spa- 
rioug  Cook-Gaueltk  Link  of  4 


B.  §  1*.      Man  of  Law'h  Head-Like 

§  2.  Man  of  Law's  (Fi'.-i-^m  a-nl^  Tale  (of 


1' 


-  /', 


■;-  /..' 


■  I't. 


Ul,  p.  107  -5  T.,  p.  183  Lans.)  132  I6i 
Latin  i^de-Nolte  lo  the  Tale  ...  133  151 
Man  -  OP  -  Law  —  Shifman  Like 

(  aril  n  '7/y  (T*  M  iN-OF-L  *  W-SqUIRK 

Link) 1*57  I  t9i 


'  In  t)ie  marg^TiE  cir  this  Tale  art  marks  Bfaowiug  what  parti  of 

it  were  luken  by  Chaucer  from  Bocoatwio's  Tiiteide :  "  ■  "  menni 

'englishl  from  the  riMFiA'';  "I"  lueani  'having  a  eeneral  like- 

\  DG9B  to  it ' :  and  ■■  ;  "  liaTing  a  alight  likenew. — Bee  Turtlier.  Dr 

I  John  Eochs  Easi]'  in lb<-  Socletr'i  Etiayt  on  OuMOcr,  i.  SM — tOO. 


p.6V| 

F.  §  S,  Sqoin'aTiUeftfff^HuiAt.'oftheMagic 
Horse,  &c,  and  the  Falcon)  with 
8  lines  of  a  ^Kirioue  Squibs- 
\Vm  Link  at  the  end  (instead 
iif  the  two  (,'enuine  linee  671-2), 
1>.  497  S-T,  p.  212  La,a.) 
[Fur  F.  5  3.  SqciaB-FBANKUN  Lihk, 
from  Addit.  US.  'il40,  vr  Appendix 
6,  p.  J*,  fhr  ¥,  i  i,  FlUHKUK'S 
Talk,  tee  p.  351  Z<inj.] 


.  §  1.  Wife  of  Bath'i  PreamU*'  (of  her  6 
Huabanda,  &c.),  with  4  linea  of 
Aaptirious  SqciRE-WiPB  Link 

§  S.  Wife  of  Bath'*  Tale  (of  what  Women 
moBt  desire) 

§3.      Wifk-Friab  Liki  

$  4.  Friu'i  Tale  (of  the  Sum'ner  carrid 
off  to  Hell)      

§6.     Fbub-Sdm'mbb  Link     

I  6.  Som'ner'i  Tale  (of  the  Friar  trickt 
by  the  sick  Hushaadtnan,  and 
the  Lord's  Carver)       


E.  §  1.      Ci.f,rr'b  Hbad-Linr       ^ 

§  2.  Clerk's  Tale  (of  Grisilde).  {Pt.  II, 
)..  409  S-T,  p.  288  Latis. ;  Pt. 
Ill,  p.  417  S-T,  p.  296  Law.; 
Pt.  IV,  p.  422  S-T,  p.  301  Law.; 
Ft.  V,  p.  428  ST,  p.  307  Law.  ; 
PL  VI,  p.  433  S-T,  p.  312  Lan». 
Chaucer's  Envoy,'  p.  440  S-T, 

p.  SIO  Law.) i 

[thr  Group  B,  S  3,  Clerk- Mrrchaht 
HSK  (from  MS.  Keg.  17  D  xv),  «■(■ 
.^[•(•Fndix.  no.  3,  p.  5',] 

'  Hu  not  the  linn  D  575—684,  (i09— 612,  «18 — 826,  717—720, 
The;  ue  nippUed  <n  th«  tni,  p.  229,  230,  S3.<t  Laiud.,  rrom  Cambr. 
Udit.  MS.  li.  3.  26.  Harl.  1T68,  and  Laud  600. 

*  6  bMdim  of  6  Hum  each,  each  haiing  the  nme  8  rrmes. 
-rnce,  -ayie.  -yndf,  and  Tfm\og  abahfh,  as  againgt  the  T-lioe  itaniai 
of  the  Tale,  rjiniiig  ahmhbce,  and  having  changing  iTmea. 


J  4.  Hercluuit'B  Tale'  (of  January  and 
May,  incomplete,  only  to  I.  2318. 
For  linee  2313-2418  (from  Harl 
MS.  1758,  with  14  apurious 
lines),  see  Appendix  1,  p.  1* 

IFbr  E,  §  5,  Mbbcbahi'b  Evd-Likk 
(from  AUdiL  MS.  6H0),  im  A;i- 
pendii  2,  p.  4*.] 


C/br  F,  g  I,  lee  Appendix  4,  p.  6"  ; 
far  F.  §  2,  p.  479  Lam.;  /or  F,  §  3, 
ire  Appendii  fi,  p.  7*.] 
F.  §  4.  Franklin'B  (Proem  and)  Tale'  (of  ' 

Dorigen,  Arviragua,  and  Anri- 
liua)     500 


6.  §  1.  Second  Htrn's  (Proem  and)  Tale  (of 

St.  Cecilo)       I 

§  2.     8ecosd-Nun — C*non'8-Ykom4>.- 

l.INK f 

§  3.  Cuion'a   Yeoman'a   Preamble   (of 

Alchemy,  &c.)  ...  ...    ! 

§  4.  Canon'i  Yeoman's  Tale  (of  the  ras- 
cally Alchemist- C;tn  on)          ...    J 
Sptirlou.->  Canon's- Yeoman — Doctor    Link 
of  IG  lines       


'  Has  (like  Corpus  and  Pctworih  il^S.)  a  spurious  I.  1778, 
instaad  of  the  genuine  K  17TT,  p.  4GR  .i-T.  p.  S3«;  I^ni.,  and  a 
spurious  1.  IHtti  (mi'r'lncpil).  p.  459  S-T,  |>.  33T  Lam.  Le&vea  cut, 
like  Corp.  and  Pet  .MS,,  E  IB^iT-S,  p.  4U1  S-T.  p.  340  Lant.  But, 
unlike  Corp.  and  tK-t.,  t)ie  Lang.  MS.  leiives  out  E  22S^-9,  p.  472 
S-T,  p.  350  Lant. 

•  Like  Corpus  and  Pptworth  M8S.,  Lnnfd.  leaves  out  F  H23.«, 
and  1433-4,  and  hao  a  spurious  V  143H,  niisplna<d,  p.  £20  S-T, 
p.  iill  L-nu.  It  bIni  hM  not  the  lines  F  ItG.-.-fi,  i4y3-J(,  known 
only  in  tlie  ElloimerB  MS.,  p.  521,  r,n  ST.  p.  3T2-3  Lea».  Like 
Ciirp.  and  IVt.  MSS.,  Lanwl.  bsa  Bpurioua  iiii.'*  f.'r  F  IE2y,  F  1556, 
1»_  ,J2S  .t  r  p.  374  /.*tii».  Like  Corpus  (but  uut  IVt,).  Un»d.  leaves 
out  V  irsi-H  :  nnd  unlike  both,  it  leavet  out  loo  F  1596-1602,  and 
trmspoH.'!)  1603,  1604,  p,  tiH-S  S-T,  p.  37.i-tl  /-n«a. 


C.  §  1.  Doetor't  Ttlo  (of  Virginw) 
§  S.  Doctok-Pardonrk  Link 
§  3.  Tftrdoaer'i     Preunblo  >     (of     his 

Preaching  and  Tricks) 
§  4.  TftTdoner'i    Tale*    (of   the   Three 

Biotere)  

Sjmriout  Pabdoner-Shiphan  Link  of  6  Usee 


[JV  B.  §  1, 2,  3.  (M  p.  166—193  La»M^ 
p.  129—167  S-T.} 
B.  §  4,  ShipmBn'i  Tale  (of  the  Monk  and 

the  Merchant's  Wife)  ...    168 

§  5.      8HiPXAN-PiuoaBB8  Link  ...    181 

§  6.  Frionu'i  (Proem  and)  Tale  (of  the 

little  murderd  Boy) ] 

§  7.      Priore88-Tbopa8  Link 1 

§  B.  Chaucer's  Tale  of  Sir  Thopas  (un- 
finislit)  (Fytte  2,  p.    197  S-T, 

p.  i6  Larud.) ! 

§  9.     Thopas- IklELiBK  Link ] 

§  10.  Chasoer'a  Tale  of  Helibe  (prose :  of 

Pradence)        1 

$  11.      Melibb-Monk  Link     253     642 

§  12.  Koiik'a  Tale*  (of  Men  fallen  from 

high  estate)     > 

§  IS.      Monk— Nun's-Prikst  Link      ...    281      670 
g  14.  Nnn'B  Prieat'i  Tale  (of  the  Cock 

and  Fox)         S 

[_fbr  B,  g  15.  NlTM'B  PBiser's  Knd- 
Link,  ice  p.  TOO.] 


H.  §  1.      Makciplb's  Head-Xjnk  ...    576  I 

§  2.  Kanciple'a  Tals  (of  the  Grow)     ...    580  | 


'  Line  356,  p.  Sit  S-T,  p.  437  Zdiit.,  was  wnnigl;  put  in  bf  me, 
as  the  prewiit  35T  1b  meant  for  367-8,  p.  316  S-T,  p.  13S  Zaiu. 
Lansd.  leaves  cut  lioeg  C  409-427,  p.  316  S-T,  p.  439  Zou.  (Corp. 
and  Pat  havB  them.) 

'  Like  Corpus  (not  Fetworth,  &c.),  bas  2  spurious  lines  487i, 
«8c,  p.  818  S-T,  p.  441  Lant. 

The  4  'Modern  Instanees '— Petar  the  Cruel  of  Spain,  Peter 
or  Ujpnis,  Barnabo  Visoonti  of  Milan,  and  Count  Ugolino  of  Rsa— 
»f^  in  their  right  places,  after  Zenobia,  p.  263  S-T,  p.  667  Latud. 


CONTENTS. 


VI 1 


Group 

I.  §  1.      Blank-Parson  Link      

Contents  of  t?ie 'P&Tdon'a  Tale  ... 
§  2.  Pavson'B  Tale  (A  prose  Treatise  on 
Penitence.  Pt.  II,  p.  612-678 
3-T,  p.  626-692  Latisd. ;  Pt.  Ill, 
p.  679-683  S-T,  p.  693-6  Lansd. 
Leave-taking,  p.  684  ii-T,  p.  698 
Lansd.) 


Six-Text 
Pages 

689 
692 


693 


LaiiitJ. 
Pagea 

602 

605 


607 


Supplt,  B.  §  16.  Nun's  Priest's  End-Link, 

from  the  Christ  Church  MS.         301 


700 


appenitx 

OF  SECTIONS,  WOODCUTS,  ETC.,  NOT  IN  THE 

LANSDOWNE  MS, 

1.  Group  E,  §  4,  end  of  the  Merchant's  Tale, 

I  2319-2418,  from  the  Harleian  MS, 
1758,  with  8  spurious  lines  after  L 
2353  (p.  3*),  2  spurious  hues  after  1. 
2366,  and  4  after  1.  2376.  (See  p.  473 
iS-T,  p.  350*  Lf?rw.  above)     473 

2.  Group  E,  §  5,  the  Merchant's  End-Link^ 

p.  476  Six-Text,  from  the  Additional 
MS,  5140,  in  the  British  Museum. 
(T would  have  followd  p.  475  ,S-r,or  3* 
above,  had  it  been  in  the  Lansd.  ]NrS.)    476 

3.  Group  E,  §  3,  the  Clerk-Merchant-Lihh\ 

p.  442  Six-Text,  from  Eoyal  MS.  17 
D  XV, ^n  the  British  Museum.  It  woidd 
have  followd  p.  320  Duih.  above,  had 
it  been  in  the  Lansd.  M S.     ...  .      ...    442        ;>' 

4.  Group  F,  §  1,  the   S^p/in'M  IIifuJ-Link, 

p.  478  Six-Text,  from  tlie  Additional 
MS.  6140,  in  the  British  Museum.  It 
would  have  come  in'xt  bfioro  p.  104- 
Lans.  above,  instead  of  tlie  Mun-o/- 
LaW'SIiiprtian  Link,  p.  193,  liad  it 
been  in  the  L^nsd.  MS.  and  the  Tales 
in  right  order  ...         ...  ...    478        6* 


LANSDOWNE  MS.  APPENDIX 


1.  End    of   the   Merehartfa  Tale,  Group  E,   §  4, 

L  2319—2418,  from  ttie  Harleian  MS.  1758, 
with  8  spurious  lines  after  L  2363  (p.  3»), 
2  spurious  lilies  after  L  2366,  and  4  after 
L  2376.     (Seep.  473  S-r,  p.  350»  above)...    l»-3» 

2.  The  Merchant's  End-Link,  Group  E,  §  5,  p.  476 

Six-Text,  from  the  Additional  MS.  51 40,  in 
the  British  Museum.  ('Twould  have  foUowd 
p.  475  S-T.  (or  3»)  above,  had  it  been  in  the 
Laned-MS.)  ....        4» 

3.  The  Clerk-Mercha>d  Link,  Group  E,  §  3,  p.  442 

Sis-Text,  from  Koyal  MS.  17  D  xv,  in  the 
British  Jrluseum,  It  would  have  foUowd  p. 
320  Lant.  above,  had  it  been  in  the  Laaad.  MS.         5* 

4.  The  Sgvire'g  Head-Link,  Group  F,  §  1,  p.  478 

Six-Text,  from  the  Additional  MS.  5140,  in 
the  British  Museum.  It  would  have  come 
next  before  p.  194  above,  instead  of  thp 
Man-qf-L'iw — ^hi/nnan  Liiili,  p.  193,  had  ft 
been  in  the  Lauad.  MS.  and  the  Tales  in  right 
order 6* 

6.  The  Sqnire-Fmiikliu  Link,  Group  F,  §  3,  p.  498-9  ^ 
Six-Text,  from^hw  Addit.  MS.  5140  Brit. 
MuB.  'Twouldliave  foEowd  p.  212  above- 
see  the  spurious  Links,  or  ending  and  heading, 
there  and  on  p.  213 — had  it  been  in  the  MS. 
and  the  Tales  been  rightly  arrangd  ...  ...    7*-8" 

6.  DrawinsM  of  the  23  Ti'Uprg  of  the  24  C'Vtterbury 
Tulen,  copied  from  the  KUesmero  M8.,^  and 
L-ut  on  wood  by  Mr  Hooper. 

T.  Drawingsof  6  T'-H^t-aofQ  Canterbury  T'/K— the 
Reeve,  Cook,  Monk,  Pardoner,  Wifu  of  Bath, 
and  Manciple — and  6  Alleg-ricil  h'i'jvree — 
Wrath  and  irercy,  Glutttmy  ujid  Abalinence, 
Lechery  and  Chastity, — from  the  Cambridge 
Univereity  MS.,  G^'.  4.  37,  cut  by  Mr  Koopei. 

'  Tbe  F.lleBmere  cats  oaa  l>'^  arraogd  either  Id  their  onlsr  in  liie 
Bllesmere  MS.,  or  in  the  Six-Jaxt  order  of  tbe  Talce.  Id  the  InlUr 
Iho)'  '11  be  easier  to  find.    Sec  these  two  orders  on  p.  TOS. 
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6.  Hu  or  law 

6.  Shifmuui 

T.  Prioreas  — 

8.  CluDoer  

9.  Honk 

10.  Knn'i  Priest. 

11.  DootOT     \  _ 

18.  PudoiMr/       " 

13.  Wife  of  B&thi 

U.  Friar                \       ...  D 
16.  Sam'iiar          i 
16.  do^        \  _ 

IT.  llwohwitj      * 

18.  Squire      'i  • 

19.  FrukbD  /      ' 

SO.  Second  Nnn        \       a 
21.  CaiHni'B  Teomut  /  " ' 

23.  Manoipla        B 

2S.  Panon    I 


SOetmeri  MS.  Order 

I.  Knight -I 

2.  Miller 

3.  Reere      

*.  Oook 

5.  tUnoElAw    ...     . 

6.  WifeofBwh-, 

7.   Friar 

S.   Snm'ner         i 

9.  Clerk        1 

10.  Merchant/      ■■     ■ 

11.  Sqnire      l 

IS.  Franklin  /      ■■     " 

13.  Doctor      1 

14.  Pardoner/        ■     ■ 

15.  Shipman 

16.    PriOTCM 

17.  Chancer 

18.   Moofc 

19.  NuD'a  Prlert 

20.  SeooQdNnn          \ 

81,  Canon'!  Yeoman  J   ■ 

22.  Manciple 

S3.  ParMD     ... 

i>, 


1. 

[ffoieothe  I  wrfl  no  lengir/  yoM  coutrarie ,     [H«i  17»«,  \fm,  MJ 
Kow  lute  va  tmne  a-geyne  to  lauuatyo .  2320 

That  in  this  gardjn  with  this  faire  May e . 
fiyngeth  fiiH  meriet/  than  the  Popyniaye . 
You  loue  I  best/  and  schalt  awl  otier/  non. 
So  longe  a-boute  the  aleis  is  he  gon .  2324 

Tin  he  was  come  ageyns  thilke  pirye . 
Wlier/  as  this  Damyan  sitteth  fuU  merye . 
On  high  among  the  freache  leuea  grene. 
Thia  iieBche  May  that  ia  so  bright  and  schene,  2328 

Gan  for  to  sike  and  seide  alias  my  side . 
Now  sir/  quyfi  ache  for  ought  thnt  may  be-tide . 
I  moBte  hauo  of  the  peris  that  I  se . 

Or  I  mote  dye  so  sore  longeth  me .  2332 

To  etyn  of  the  smale  peris  grene  . 
Help  for  hir/  loue  that  is  of  heuene  quene , 
I  teH  yoa  wett  a  woman  in  my  plight . 
May  haue  to  fruyt/  so  gret  an  appettght  2336 

That  sche  may  dyen  but/  sche-  it  haue , 
Alias  quwJ  he  that  I  ne  had  here  a  knaue  . 
That  couthe  clymbe  alias  allaa  t^iad  he . ' 
ffor  I  am  biynde  ye  air/  no  fors  quoii  sche,  2310 

Bat  wolde  ye  vouche  saf/  for  goddis  sake. 
The  piry  in  with  your/  armes  take . 

ffor  weH  I  wot  that  yo  meatruate  me ,  \hasr^\ 

Than  schnlde  I  clymbe  weH  y-nowj  qiwrf  sche.  234i 

So  I  my  foot  rayght  set/  vpon  your/  bak . 
fforsothe  seide  he  in  me  schalt  be  no  lak  . 
Might  I  you  helpe  with  myn  herte  blood . 
Ho  stoupith  doun  and  on  his  bak  ache  stor>d  .  2348 

And  caught  hir/  hi  a  twiste  ai^d  rp  ache  goth . 
Ladiea  I  ptay  you  that  ye  be  not  wroth. 
I  can  not  gloae  I  am  a  i-ude  man . 

And  sodenly  a-nou  this  Camyan.  2362 
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Alias  qvod  ache  that  eajr/  I  was  so  kjnde .  \BtA  OHO 

^Dw  dame  quod  he  let  aS  passe  out/  of  mynde . 

Come  doun  my  leef/  and  if  I  baue  mTssaide. 

God  helpe  me  so  as  I  am  eayB  apaide .    [i^m,  *«k]    2393 

fiat  be  my  fadir/  soiile  I  wende  haue  seyne . 

How  that  this  Damyan  had  hi  the  leyne . 

And  that  thi  smok/  had  leyne  vp  on  thi  hreat . 

Te  sir/  quod  ache  ye  may  wene  as  you  lest .  2396 

But  bit/  a  man  that  walceth  out/  of  liie  slepe . 

He  may  not  sodenly  weU  take  kepe . 

Vp  on  a  thyng/  ne  seen  it  parfitly . 

TiH  that  he  be  a  dawe  Terraily.  2400 

Bight  so  a  man  that  long/  hath  blynde  be 

Ne  may  not  sodenly  so  wdl  se . 

fiGrst  whan  the  sight  b  newe  comeu  a-geyne . 

As  he  that  hath  a  day  oi  two  seyne .  2404 

TiH  that  youi/  eight  etablid  be  a  while 

Ther/  may  fuH  many  a  sight/  you  be-gile . 

Beth  ware  I  pray  you  for  bi  heuen  kyng* 

fiiifi  many  a  man  weneth  for  to  se  a  thyng .  2408 

And  it/  is  aB  another/  than  it  aemeth  . 

He  tha^  mys  conceyueth  mys  demeth . 

And  with  that  word  sche  leep  doun  fro  the  tre . 

This  lonuarye  who  is  glad  but  he .  2412 

He  kiaseth  hit/  atid  clippeth  hir/  fuft  ofte. 

And  on  hir/  vombe  he  etiokith  hir/  fiiU  softe . 

And  to  bis  paleis  hoom  he  hath  hir/  lad . 

How  good  men  I  pray  you  to  be  glad .  2416 

Thus  endith  here  my  tale  of  lanuarye . 

God  blisse  ts  and  hia  modii/  aeynt  Marye.    AmaK./  '2418 

Here  wtditb  the  Xarohaantis  Tale .]    [Bbl  vnttMtnct  luUi 

il  A  nrat  tCDia  hs  bmt  td  owl  ■  Im^ . 
ScbSNtde  It  vu  fa  mnW  fltf  . 
Ttutf  mvi' lu  bii*  Ifue  Mha  WM  *t»  tIV  . 
W  h»dii  Mite  •>««  Mide  •cruet  me  wtP  )«■. 
HefUdllh  Iwiltolda  bl  swete  Ihem. 
He  mite  notf  nrjiu  wortfa  ■  l«ke . 
And  tMI  he  W  lUU  nnUlU  iMd  nHU  make. 
Thii/iileuTr  torn*  Ibtu  Baenaoa^  . 
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[BriL  J/ki.  Addit,  its.  5110,  on  leaf  169.] 
[ET  Incipit  prologns  Armi^ri 

ET .  goddia  Hare;  /  aid  onr  oete  tho . 
Nowa  Buche  k  wyf  /  y  pmy  god  kepo  me  fro     2420 
loo  mcbe  sleyhtis  /  «nd  sotOtees 
In  wommeM  beiu  /  for  ay  as  beef  as  beei 
Ben  they  /  vb  aedj  men  to  diacejre 

And  fiom  the  eoth  /  erir  vol  thej  irejre  2124 

^  this  Uatdunntw  tale  /  it  preveth  we^ 
Bnt  dontlea  /  te  tnie  as  anj  steel 
I  haue  a  w^f  /  thongis .  she  pon  be 

Bnt  of  hir  bmg  /  a  labbTiig  shnwe  is  aho  2428 

And  yit  she  hath  /  an  heepe  of  vices  ma 
Therof  no  fois  /  lat  all«  snch  thiogiV  go . 
Bnt  wot  je  what  /  in  coonsail  be  it  said 
He  leweth  soon  /  that  7  am  to  hir  te7de  2433 

ffor  and  j  shnlde  lekne  /  eaerj  vice 
Which  that  she  hath  /  y-wys  y  were  njce 
And  caose  why  /  it  sholde  reported  be 
And  tolde  to  hir  /  of  som  of  this  menie'  [ifiisb««] 

Of  horn  it  nedith  nat  /  for  to  declare  ['■^'n.  *«*I 

Syn  wommeii  /  can  vttir  snche  chafiare 
And  eek  my  wyt  /  suffiseth  nat  therto 
To  tellyn  aH  /  wherfoi  my  tale  ia  do]  2440 
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[MS.  Reg.  17  D  15,  leaf  106.] 
(.  Wepenge  wajlenge  Care  &  other  eonowe 
1  knowe  ynonghe  bope  on  eTene  &  eke  on  morowe 
Qoo*  the  Marchaanto  Aad  So  do  other  Moo 
^&t  weddede  bene  I  trowe  pat  itf  bene  ao  1216 

For  wele  I  wotte  itf  Farejie  bo  by  Me 
1  hane  A  wyfe  pe  worste  Jtat  maye  be 
For  |)ougK«  the  Fende  to  hor  conplede  were 
Sche  wolde  hym  ouermacche  I  dare  weH  Bwere  1220 

""att"  Bchulda  I  you  reherce  inespeciaHe 
Her  heygEe  SliUyco  Siihe  b  A  scbrewe  atte  ott 
There  is  A  longe  &  a  large  difference 
ISitwyxe  Griaildea  grete  pacionce  1224 

■And  of  my  wyfe  the  passenge  cruelto 
Were  I  vabounden  AUbo  llotte  I  thee 
I  Wolde  nouer  effto  come  in  the  Snare 
"VVe  weddede  Men  lyuo  in  sorrowe  &  care  1228 

Assays  who  woU  Aiid  he  ecbaU  fTynde 
That  I  saye  Sothe  by  saynte  Thomas  of  yudu 
Aa  for  the  more  partye  I  eaye  notte  all 
God  Bchylde  fat  itt  achall  bifaHo  1232 

A  gode  Sir  eayde  Oate  I  haue  weddede  be 
These  Mone^es  two  And  nomore  parde 
And  yette  I  trowe  he  fat  All  hia  iyue 
"Wyfelese  haue  bene  Jwnghe  fat  Jfen  wolde  hym  ryue  1236 
"Vnto  the  herte  ne  coufe  in  no  MEinere 
Tcllen  So  moche  Bonx)we  As  I  now  here 
Coupe  tellen  oP  my  vyues  Curaydncsae 
Now  quod  ower  Oste  Marchaunto  So  god  yoiir  Sowle  blesM 
Synue  ye  eomoohe  knowen  of  that  Arte  1241 

Fulle  hartelye  I  praye  you  teHe  ts  parte 
Gladely  qwod'  he  oP  myne  owne  Sore 
For  Sorye  herte  I  teHe  Maye  nomorel  1244 

[MB  S*s.  17  D  IS  fxtracl  axdi] 
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[Bra.  Mut.  Additional  MS  5140,  <m  Uqf\%9,  haek.] 

[Sqay er  come  neer  /  ytH  yonr  vil  be 
And  Bey  umwhat  of  love  /  for  c«rtiB  je 
Roane  theron  /  as  mocha  as  aaj  man 
Nay  sir  quod  be  /  bot  suche  thing  as  j  cao 
wyth  hert  j  wyfi  /  for  j  wiB  nat  be  mbelk 
Ageyn  your  lust  /  a  tale  y  wol  yon  tell« 
Hane  me  excoaed  /  jt  j  apeke  amya 
My  wyU  is  good  /  and  hio  my  tale  is  thit  /  ] 
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[Brit.  Mm.  Addit.  MS  51 40,  leaf  181,  back.] 
{.&  Incipit  proiogus  de  le  firankelyt 

IN  feith  squyor  /  ye  haue  you  wel  y-quyt 
And  gBntylly  /  y  pnyaa  wel  your  wyt 
Quod  the  £&aukelyit)  /  conaideryng  your  yontll 
So  Myngly  /  ye  apeke  /  sii'  y  a-lowgb  ( 

Ab  to  my  dome  /  ther  is  noiA  that  iB  hei* 
Of  eloquence  /  that  ahalbe  your  peei* 
Yt  that  ye  lyve  /  god  yeve  yon  good  cbaunce 
And  yn  vertue  /  sends  yon  contynuaunce  ( 

ffor  of  your  speche  /  y  haue  gret  deynte 
I  haue  sene  /  and  by  the  Trynyte 
I  badde  levir  /  than  xx"  worth  londe 
Thouh  it  ryht  uowe  /  wet*  fallen  in  myu)  honde  I 

He  wet*  a  man  /  of  suche  discredon} 
As  that  ye  ben)  /  fy  on  poBsession) 
But  yf  a  man  /  be  vertuons  wythaH  / 
I  haue  my  sone  enybliod  /  and  yit  sh^         {nt^ai]         i 
ITor  lie  tj  vcrluc  /  lusljth  aat  to  entenda 
But  for  to  pleye  at  Dyse  /  and  spends 
And  Icae  aR  that  he  hath  /  is  his  vsage 
And  hii  had  lever  /  talkyn)  wj'tA  a  page  i 

Than  to  'v-mon)  /  wyth  any  gcntyl  wyRt 
Whet  he  niyht  !cmn  /  gentylnesse  aryht 
Straws  for  gentylnesse  /  n'lod  our  oat 
what  frankelyril  parde  /  wel  Ihou  woat 
That  eche  of  jou  /  mot  te]len)  at  lest 
A  tale  or  too  /  or  brekyn)  his  buhefit 
That  know  j  wel  /  sh"  /  quod  the  ffranki^lyn) 
I  pray  you  /  haucth  mo  nat  in  disdoyne  i 
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Thonh  to  thu  mui  /  j  spak  &  worde  .  oi  too 
Telle  on  thj  tale  /  withoutynl  irordys  moo 
GUdJy  ■ii'  oost  /  quad  he  /  y  wol  obeye 
Vnto  your  wyl  /  nove  herkenetli  wliat  y  seye 
I  wot  you  nat  contnirye  /  in  no  vyae 
Ai  f«r  «8  that  my  wyttes  /  wol  suflyse 
I  pray  to  god  /  that  it  ma;  plesyn)  yon 
Than  wot  y  wel  /  tliat  it  is  good  y-now 

£:q>licit  Prologns  de  le  firaolcel^DJ 
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